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That Great Ones may enjoy the World in State. 
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THE 


I N T R O D 


W ERE we to give our Readers an univer- 
fal Hijiory of Robbers , of all Ranks and 
Degrees, from the Beginning 'of the 
World to this ‘Time , our Scheme would be 
almoft as extcnfive , as if we propofed to 
write the Hifory of all Nations : We Jhould be oblig'd 
to look back as far as the moft antient Records would 
guide us, and the great eft Names of Antiquity would 
claim a Place in our Memoirs. What was Nimrod 
but a fuccefsful Free-booter ? and what were all the 
Founders of Monarchies , but Encroachers on the Pro- 
perties of their Brethren and Neighbours ? Alexan- 
der was a Plunderer of the ftrft Magnitude ; and 
all his extraordinary Exploits, with which we have 
been fo long arnufed , and which we have been taught to 
fpeak of with fo much Admiration, were only Robberies 
committed upon Men every Way better than bimfelf . 
Caefar, that other prodigious Name, was a Plunderer 
of his ?iative Country, or ( as the great Cowley has 
warmly and nobly exprefs'd it ) a Ravilher of his own 
Mother. What better can we call any of his Succeft 
fors who have facrific d the Lives and Liberties of 
Thoufands of their Fellow-Creatures to an extrava- 
gant PaJJion ? Whether we name it Tyranny, Ambi- 
tion, or only Greatnefs of Soul, ' tis much the fame, 
while the EffeCls of it are fo very terrible. Happy are 
we that we can produce, at leaf, no modern Inftances 
of Robbers of this Kind from our own Hiftories ! 

But even in Great-Britain, where Property is better 
fg cur'd than any where elfe in the Univerfe , and where 
the Hands of the Prince ( were he inclin'd to make a 
Prey of the People ) are reftraiti d ; even here , 1 fay, 
it is impojfible to prevent Men of the lower Clafs from 
plundering their Fellow -Subjects. ' Twill be little to 
our Purpofe to enquire how far this rapacious Difpojition 
may fpread itfelf ; I mean, to name all the Degrees of 
Men that have been, or may be infected with it : 'Tis 
fujftcient to obferve, that little Villains are ofteneft 
convicted, a nd obliged (as Garth fays) to fubmit to 
Fate ; tho' a Story in this Collection will inform us, 
that it is not unprecedented for a very great Knight to 
be a very great Robber. The poorer Sort of People, 
to be fure , vjere difturb'd to fee fuch a Man as Fal- 
ftaff do what they might have fome Excufe for \ But 
what did FalltafF care, fo long as he could laugh and 
be fat ? 

We would by no Means have our Readers exped an 
Account of all the Plunderers that have been dignified, 
nnlefs they are willing to buy 500 Sheets, inftead of 
an hundred, the Number we propofe. If the Reafon of 
this vaft Difproportion Jhould be demanded, we anftwer, 
A great Villain may commit more Depredations in a 
Jhort Time, than a hundred little ones can in a long 
Cottrfs of Tears, and confcquently the Memoirs of fuch 
a Man muft fwell to a very large Bulk. Even Bai- 
liff bimfelf had been omitted, had not his Crimes been of 
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a publick Nature ; but as Sir John condefcended to be 
an humble Highwayman, rather than a State O f en- 
der, he very well merits a Place among his Brother 
Collectors. 

As we jhall not, in this Collection, venture to med- 
dle with thofe that are above us, fo neither Jhall we 
trouble cur Heads with thofe that are without us. Our 
oven Countrymen have taken great Care tbat Jufticc 
Jhould never be idle, and that Biographers of the infe- 
rior Sort Jhould never want Materials. We are daily 
fenjible of the Improvements they make, and Tyburn 
once in fix IVeeks is obliged to groan under the Bur- 
den of their Iniquities. 

Lives of particular Perfons have been commonly 
efteem'd the moft ufefiul Pieces of Hifory ; they difplay 
human Nature more familiarly than general Hiftories, 
and the Imprejfions they leave are ftronger . General 
Hifory feems not fo much the Concern of a private 
Man, who has nothing to govern but his own Pajfons, 
nor can he receive any extraordinary Advantage to 
bimfelf from the greatef Acquaintance with it, unlefs 
he is Philofopher enough to apply the Convulfcns and 
Revolutions of State to his own Appetites and Inclina- 
tions, and even then ' tis like going to Briftol by the 
Way of York, when he might otberwife accomplijh his 
Journey in a fourth part of the Time . 

We frail not pretend to determine whether Examples 
of virtuous Men labouring with Difficulties, or of vi- 
cious Perfons who are at laf brought to Juftice, maybe 
of moft life in this Age, ( tho' we muft confefs, if the 
Advantage be given to the latter, 'tis a great Sign of 
our Degeneracy ; ) ' tis certain both may be of confide - 
rable Service, and' tis as certain that Terror may have 
fome Effect upon a Mind that is paft all Senfe of Hon- 
our and Virtue. The unhappy Wretches, indeed, whofe 
Lives we are to give the Publick, have generally /pent 
their Days in Rioting and Debauchery, which contain 
all the Ideas that their abandon'd Minds could form of 
Pleafure : But alas ! what are thefe, when compared 
with the Pleafures of a good Confidence , which every 
ho fief Man enjoys / Add to this, that whatever they 
may pretend, and endeavour to appear, no reafonable 
Man can think that a Perfon under perpetual Appre- 
henfons of Juftice, ( as all who are confcious of the moft 
flagrant Crimes muft be,) can enjoy a Moments delight 
even in the Way that they feck it, unlefs he may be (aid 
to enjoy bimfelf when all his Senfes are entirely drown'd 
in Liquor. 

But it is not our Bufinefs to preferibe to our Readers, 
or if it were , they would attend to us juft as much as 
they plcafcd: We Jhall take Care that every one who 
reads our Collection may be diverted, and that as many 
as will may be inftruded ; which is all we can promife, 
and, wc believe, all that can be expeCled. 

The Reader may depend upon having the moft authen- 
tic Accounts of every Highwayman, See. that can be 
A z any 
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any where procure d, and of hawing thofe Accounts in 
a more agreeable Manner than they have ewer yet 
appeared in . Our Ref e Elions, when we make any , 
/hall be juf, and naturally arifing from the Story, whe- 
ther they are calculated to raife a Smile or a ferious 
\ Thought ; for Occafions of both Kinds will frequently 
offer them fives in a Work of this Nature, lie hawe 
nothing more to fay to our Male Readers in this Place , 
and therefore beg Leave to conclude with a Word 
or two to the Females ; which is, that befdes the Plea- 
fure which they may find by perufing this Book in com- 
mon with the Men , they may expeSl to feel the fame 
Pity frequently reviv'd in their Breafis , which they , 
or fome of their fair Predeceffors, were formerly 
touched with , when fewer al of our celebrated Heroes 
made their Exit. 

Having premis'd fo much, we Jhall ?tow lay before 
the Reader a few of the mofi material Perfons, whofe 
Lives and Dying Speeches will be inferted in this 
Work. 

T HE Life of Sir Henry Morgan, a Pyrate, who 
took Panama from the Spaniards. 

7he Life of Sir John Falilaff. 

7 he Life of Capt. Avery, a Pirate ; with a parti- 
cular Account of his taking one of the Great Mogul 1 r 
Ships. 

7 he Exploits of John Cottington alias Mull Sack ; 
with the Particulars of his robbing the Oxford Wag- 
gon, wherein he found four thoufand Pounds in ready 
Cajh. 

7 he Adventures of Thomas Waters, with the plea- 
fant Story of his robbing fome Gipfies. 

7he Lives of Nan Holland and Triftram Savage; 
and the Manner of their robbing Dr. Trotter. 

7 he Life of Jonathan Wilde, the noted 7hief- taker. 
7 he Hifiory of Jack Shephard. 

7 he Life of Capt. George Lowther ; with his Ad- 
venture at Mayo in the Gulph of Matique. 

7he Lives of Capt. Bartholomew Roberts, Capt . 
Edward England, and Capt. Edward Low, three fa- 
mous Pirates. 

7 he Life of Whitney the Butcher ; with the Par- 
ticulars of his robbhig an old Ufurer, and tying his 
Hands behind him , with his Face to the Horfe's 7 ail. 
7he Life of the German Princefs. 

7he Life of Thomas Savage. 


7 he Life of Sawney Beane. 

Some Account of Sawney Cunningham, and his Ad- 
venture with the Afirologer. 

7he Life of the Golden Farmer, and his merry Rob- 
bery of the 7 inker. 

7he Hifiory of Col. Jack alias Jacque. 

7he Life of Capt . Hind, a Highwayman. 

7hc Hifiory of Capt. Teach," a Pirate, commonly 
call'd Black Beard. 

7he Life of the famous Claude Du Vail, a High- 
way m an. 

7he Life of Sarah Malcolm, executed in Fleet- 
Street, for the Murder of Mrs. Duncomb, and tvoo 
others. 

7he Lives of Edward Burn worth alias Frazier, 
William Blewit, Thomas Berry, Emanuel Dickenfon, 
Peter Levee and John Higgs, who were executed for 
the Murder of Thomas Ball in the Mint. 

7he Life of Lewis Howfart, a French Barber , 
executed in Spittlefields, for the inhuman Murder of 
his Wife. 

7he Life of Jofeph Blake alias Bluelkin, a Houfi- 
breaker. 

7he Hifiory of the Waltham Blacks , and their 
7 ranf attions, to the Death of Richard Parvin, Ed- 
ward Elliot, Robert Kingfhal, Henry Marlhal, John 
and Edward Pine, and James Anfell alias Phillips, 
atT yburn, whofe Lives are alfo included. 

7 he Lives of Hawkins and Sympfon, famous for 
robbing the Briltol Mail. 

7 he Lives of John Trippuck, the Golden Tinman, 
Robert Cane, Thomas Charnock and Richard Shep- 
hard. 

7he Life of James Filewood. 

7he Life of Gilder-Roy. 

An Account of the Murder of the Reverend Mr. 
John Talbot. 

7he Lives of Capt . Uratz, and his Accomplices , 
Highwaymen , a?id Murderers of Thomas Thynn, Efq; 
in Pall-Mall. 

7he Hifiory of Moll Cutpurfe, a Pick-pocket and 

High vc ay -woman . 

7he 7ryals of upwards of fixty Pirates, taken by 
his Majefiy's Ship the Swallow. 

7he Life of Capt. John Phillips, a Pirate. 

7he Life of Capt. John Jaen, executed for the Mur - 
dcr of bisCabbin Boy . 
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A General and True 


HISTORY 

OF THE 

LIVES and ACTIONS 

Of the moll Famous 

Highwaymen, Murderers, Street-Robbers, &V. 


E begin this History with 
the Life of Sir Henry Morgan ; 
who pethaps, diftinguilhed him- 
felf in the Free-booting Way 
as much as any Man that ever 
engaged in it, and had as large 
a Share of perfonal Courage and 
Bravery. 

This Gentleman was born in Wales , and defcended 
of a very good Family there, as indeed are almoft all 
of that Name. His Father was a rich Yeoman or 
Farmer ; but young Morgan had no Inclinations to 
follow that Employment, and therefore left his Coun- 
try, and went to feek his Fortune on the Seas, which 
he imagin'd would better fult his Temper. He was 
entertain'd in a certain Port where feveral Ships lay 
at Anchor, that were bound for the Ifle of Barba - 
dots* .With thefe Ships he refolved to go into the 
Service of one, who, according to what is commonly 
prattifed in thofe Parts by the Englijh and other Na- 
tions, fold him as foon as he came on Shore. He 
ferved his Time at Barbadaes ; and when he had ob- 
tain’d his Liberty, thence transferr’d himfelf unto 
the Ifland of J amaica, there to feek new Fortunes. 
Here he found two Veflels of Pyrates that were ready 
to go to Sea. Being deftitute of Employ, he put 
himfelf in one of thefe Ships, with Intent to follow 
the Exercifes of that Sort of People. He learn’d in 
a little while their manner of Living ; and fo exact- 
ly, that, having perform’d three or four Voyages 
with fome Profit and good Succefs, he agreed with 
fome of his Comrades, who had gotten by the fame 
Voyage a fmall Parcel of Money, to join Stocks and 
buy a Ship. TheVefTel being bought, they unani- 
moufly chofe him to be the Captain and Commander 
thereof. 

With this Ship, foon after, he fet forth from Ja- 
maica to cruife upon the Coafts of Campeche ; in which 
Voyage he had the Fortune to cake feveral Ships, 
with which he return’d triumphant to the fame 
Ifland. Here he found at the fame Time an old Py- 
rate, nam’d Manfoelt, who was then buffed in equip- 
ping a confidera ble Fleet of Ships, with Defign to 
land upon the Continent, and pillage whatever came 


in his Way. Manfivelt feeing Captain Morgan return 
with fo many Prizes, judg’d him from his A&ions, 
to be of undaunted Courage ; and hereupon was mo- 
ved to chufe him for his Vice Admiral in that Expe- 
dition. Thus having fitted out fifteen Ships, between 
great and fmall, they fet Sail from Jamaica with five 
hupdred Men, both Walloons and French . With 
this Fleet they arriv’d not long after at the Ifle of 
Sc. Catherine , fituated nigh unto the Continent of 
Cojla Rica , in twelve Degrees and a half. Northern 
Latitude, and diftant thirty five Leagues from the 
River of Cbagre , between North and South. Here 
they made their firft Defcent, landing mofl of their 
Men prefendy after. 

Being now come to try their Arms and Fortune,' 
they in a fhort Time forced the Garrifon that kept 
the Ifland to furrender, and deliver into their Hands 
all the Forts and Caftles belonging thereunto. All 
thefe they inftantly demolifhed, referving only one ; 
wherein they placed an hundred Men of their own 
Party, and all the Slaves they had taken from the 
Spaniards . With the reft of their Men they march’d 
unto another fmall Ifland, adjoining fo near unto 
that of St. Catherine , that with a Bridge they could 
get over. In a few Days they made a Bridge, and 
palled thither, conveying alfo over it all the Pieces of 
Ordinance which they had taken upon the great Ifland. 
Having ruin’d and deftroy'd, with Fire and Sword, 
both the Iflands, leaving what Orders were necefTary 
at the Caftle above-mention’d, they put forth to 
Sea again, with the Spaniards they had taken Prifo- 
ners. Yet thefe they fet on Shore, not long after, 
upon the firm Land, nigh unto a Place call’d Puerto 
Velo. After this they began to cruife upon the 
Coafts of Cofta Rica, till finally they came to 
the River of Colla , deligning to rob and pillage 
all the Towns they could find in thofe Parts, and 
afterwards to pafs unto the Village of Nata , to do 
the fame. 

The Prefident or Governor of Panama having had 
Advice of the Arrival of thefe Pyrates, and the Ho- 
flilities they committed every where, thought it his 
Duty to fet forth to their Encounter with a Body of 
Men. His coming caufed the Pyrates to retire fud- 
B denly. 
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denly, with all Speed and Care : Efpecially feeing 
theAvhoIe Country alarm’d at their Arrival, and that 
their Defigns were known, and confequently could be 
ofno.great Effeft at that prefent. Hereupon they 
turned to thelfle of St. Catherine , to vifrt the hun- 
dred Men they left in Garrifon there. The Gover- 
nor of thefe Men was a certain Frenchman , named 
le Sieur Simon ; who behaved himfelf very well in that 
Charge, while Manfoelt was abfenta fnfomuch that ha 
had put the great Ifland in a very good Poflure of De- 
fence and the little one he had caufed to be culti- 
vated with many fertile Plantations, which were Ef- 
ficient to revi&ual the whole Fleet ivith Provifions 
ar.d Fruits, not only for prefent Refrefhment, but 
alfo in cafe of a new Voyage. Manfoelt' s Inclinations 
were very much bent to keep thefe two Iflands in per- 
petual PofTeflion, as being very commodious, and 
profitably fituated for the Ufe of the Pyrates. Chiefly 
becaufe they were fo near the Spanijh Dominions, and 
eafily to be defended againft them. 

Hereupon Manfoelt determin’d to return to Ja * 
viaica, with Defign to fend fome Recruits* to thelfle 
of St. Catherine , that in cafe of any Invafion of the 
Spaniards , the Pyrates might be provided for a De- 
fence. As foon as he arrived, he propounded his 
Mind and Intentions unto the Governor of that Ifland; 
buV he 'lik’d not the Proportions of Manfoelt , fear- 
ing lefl, by granting fuch Things, he fliould difpleafe 
his Matter the King of England. Befides that, by giv- 
ing him the Men he defired, and other NecefTaries for 
that Purpofe, he mutt of Necettity diminifh and wea- 
ken the Forces of that Ifland, whereof he was Gover- 
nor. Manfoelt feeing the Unwillingnefs of the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica , and that of his own Accord he 
could not compafs what he defired, with the fame In- 
tent and Defigns went unto the Ifland of Tortuga, 

But there, before he could accomplifli his Defires, 
or put in Execution what was intended, Death fud- 
denly furpriz'd him, and put a Period to his wicked 
Life ; all Things hereby remaining in Sufpence, till 
theOccafion we fhall hereafter relate, put them again 
into Motion. . 

Le Sieur Simon > who remained at the Ifle of St. 
Catherine , in quality of Governor thereof, receiving 
no News from Manfoelt his Admiral, was greatly 
impatient and defirous to know what might be the 
Caufe thereof. In the mean while, Don John Perez 
de Guzman, being newly come to the Government 
of Cofla Rica, thought it no ways convenient for the 
Intereft of the King of Spain, that that Ifland fhould 
remain in the Hands of the Pyrates. And hereupon 
he equipp’d a confiderable Fleet, which he fent to the 
faid Ifland to retake it. But before he came to ufe 
any great Violence, he writ a Letter to le Sieur Si- 
mon, wherein he gave him to underttand, that if he 
would furrender the Ifland unto his Catholick Ma- 
jetty, he fhould be very well rewarded ; but in cafe 
of Refufal, feverely punifh’d when he had forced him 
to do it. Le Sieur Simon feeing no Appearance or 
Probability of being able to defend it alone, nor any 
Emolument that by fo doing could accrue either to 
him or his People; after fome fmall Refiflance, deli- 
ver’d up the Ifland into the Hands of its true Lord 
and Matter, under the fame Articles they had obtain’d 
it from th ^.Spaniards. Few Days after the Surrender 
of the Ifland, there arriv’d from Jamaica an Englijh 
Ship, which the Governor of the Did Ifland had lent 
under-hand, wherein was a good Supply of People, 
both Men and Women. The Spaniards from the 
Cattle having fpy’d this Ship, put forth Engli/h Co- 
lours, and perfwaded le Sieur Simon to go on board, 
and condudt the faid Ship into a Port they aflign’d 
him. This he perform’d immediately with Difiimn- 
lation, whereby they were all made Prifoners. A 
certain Spanijh Engineer hath publifhed an exa& 


STORY of 

Account of the retaking of the Ifle of St. Catherine 
by the Spaniards ; which printed Paper, we have 
thought lit to infert in this Place. 

A . true and particular Relation of the Viflory obtain'd 
by the Arms of his Catholick Majefiy, ' again jl the F.n- 
glifll Pyrates, by the Dire 61 ion and Valour o/'Don 
. John Perez de Guzman, Knight of the Order of St. 
James, Governor and Captain General of Tierra 
Firme, and the Province of Veraguas. 

T H E Kingdom of Tierra Firme , which of itfelf 
is fufficiently ttrong to repulfe and extirpate 
great Fleets, but more efpecially the Pyrates 6f Ja- 
maica, had feveral Ways notice, under Teverai 
Hands imparted to the Governor thereof, that four- 
teen Englijh Veffels had cruized upon the Coafls be- 
longing to his Catholick Majefly. The News came to 
Panama, that the Engli/h Pyrates of the faid Fleet 
were arrived at Puerto de Naos, and had forced the 
Spanifh Garrifon ofv the Ifle of St. Catherine, whofe 
Governor was Don Eftevan del Campo ; and that they 
had poflefled themfelvesof the faid Ifland, taking the 
InhabitantsPrifoners,and deftroying all that ever they 
met. Moreover, about the fame Time Don John 
Perez lie Guznian received particular Information of 
thefe Robberies from the Relation of fome Spaniards 
who efcaped out of the Ifland, and whom he order’d 
to be conveyed unto Puerto Veto, who more diitinttly 
told him, that the aforementioned Pyrates came into 
rhe Ifland the 2d Day of May, by Night, without 
being perceived by any body : And that the next Day, 
after fome DifputeS by Arms, they had taken the For- 
trefles, and made Prifoners of all the Inhabitants and 
Soldiers, not one excepted, unlefs thofe that by good 
Fortune had efcaped their Hands. This being heard 
by Don John , he called a Council of War, wherein 
he declar’d the great Progrefs the faid Pyrates had 
made in the Dominions of his Catholick* Ma- 
jefty. 

Here likewife he propounded, That it was abfo* 
lutely necejfary to fend fime Forces to the Ife of St. Ca- 
tharine, fujficient to retake it from the Pyrates ; the 
Honour and hterefi of his Majefiy of Spain being very 
narrowly concerned herein. Other wife the Pyrates , by 
fuch Conquefls , might eafily , in Courfe of Time , pfiefi 
themfelves of all the Countries thereabouts . Unto thefe 
Reafons fome were found, who m de Anfwer, That 
the fyrates , as not being able to fubjifl in the faid Ifland , 
would of Neceffity confiime and wafle themfelves , and be 
forc'd to quit it, without any Necejfity of retaking it 9 
that confequently it was not worth while to engage in fo 
many Expences and Troubles, as it might be forefeen this 
would cofi. 

Notwithftanding thefe Reafons to the contrary, 
Don John, as one who was an expert and valiant 
Soldier, gave Orders that a Quantity of Proviflon 
fhould be convey’d to Puerto Veto, for the Ufe and 
Service of the Militia. And neither to be idle or 
negligent in his Matter’s Affairs, he tranfported him- 
felf thither, with no fmall Danger of his L ; fe. Here 
he arriv’d the 7th Day of July, with moft Things ne- 
ceflary to the Expedition in Hand ; where he found 
in the Port a good Ship, called St Vincent , that be- 
longed to the Company of Negroes. This Ship being 
of itfelf a ttrong Veflel, and well mounted with Guns,, 
he mann’d and vi&uall’d very well, and tent unto the 
Ifle of St. Catharine, conflicting Captain Jofepb 
Sanchez Xinienez , Major of the City of Puerto P elo. 
Commander thereof. The People he carried with* 
him were two hundred, threefcorc, and ten Soldiers,, 
and thirty feven Prifoners of the fame Ifland : Befides* 
thirty four Spaniards belonging to the Garrifon of 
Puerto Velo , and twenty nine Mullatoes of Panama r 
twelve Indians very dextrous at (hooting with Bows 
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znd Arrows, feven expert and able Gunners, two 
Lieutenants, two Pilots, one Surgeon, and one Reli- 
gious Man of the Order of St. Francis for their 
Chaplain. 

Don John foon after gave his Orders unto every 
'one of the Officers, inllrudting them how they ought 
to behave themfelves ; telling them withal, that the 
Governor of Cartagena would alfiil them with more 
Men, Boats, and all Things elfe they fhould find ne- 
cefiary for that Enterprize ; to which EfFcdl he had 
already written' to the find Governor. Having pro- 
ceeded thus far, Don John commanded the Ship to 
weigh Anchor, and fail out of the Part. Then fee- 
ing a fair Wind to blow, he call’d before him all the 
People defign’clfor that Expedition, and made them 
a Speech, encouraging them to fight again It the Etie* 
mies of their Country and Religion ; but more efpe- 
dally againft thofe inhuman Pyrates, who had hereto- 
fore committed fo many horrid and cruel Actions a- 
gainft the Subjects of his Catholic k Majefty ; Withal' 
promifing unto every one of them mcit liberal Re- 
wards! but efpecially unto fuch as ftiould behave 
themfelves as they ought in the Service of theirKing 
and Country. Thus Don John bid them farewel ; 
and immediately the Ship weigh’d Anchor, and fet 
fail under a iavburable Gale of Wind. They foon 
arriv’d at Cartagena , and prefented a Letter ro the 
Governor of the faid City from the noble and valiant 
Don Johns who received it with Teitimonies of great 
Affection to the Pcrfon of Don John , and his Maje- 
fty’s Service. 'And feeing their refolute Courage to 
be conformable to his Deiires and Expectations, he 
promifed them his Afliftance, which Ihould be 
one Frigate, one Galcon, one Boat, and i 26 Men, 
the one half but of his own Garrifon, and the 
other half Mulattoes. Thus all of them being well 
provided with .Necefiaries, they fet out from .the 
Port of Cartagena , and in eight Days they arriv’d 
within Sight of the Ifie of St .Catharine^ cowards the 
weftern Point thereof. And altho’ the Wind wis 
contrary, yet they reached the Port, and came to an 
Anchor within it; having loll one of their Boats, by 
foul Weather, at the Rock call’d Quita Signos. 

The Pyrates feeing the Spanijh Ships come to an 
Anchor, gave them prefently three Guns with Bul- 
lets; the which were foon anfwered in the fame Man- 
ner. Hereupoo the Major Jofeph Saticbez Ximenez 
fent on Shore, unto the Pyrates, one of his Officers, 
to require them, in the Name of the Catholick King 
his Mailer, to funender the Ifiand, feeing they .had 
taken it in the midil of Peace between the two 
Crowns of Spain and England ; and that in cafe they 
would be obilinace, he would certainly put them all 
to the Sword. The Pyrates. made anfwer, That ljland 
had once before belong'd to the Government and Domi- 
nions of the King of England ; and that infiead of fur - 
rendring it, they preferred to lofe their Lives . 

Some Days after this, three Negroes from the Py- 
rates came fwimming aboard the Spanifh Admiral. 
Thefe brought Intelligence, that all the Pyrates that 
were upon the Ifiand were only threefcore and twelve 
in Number; and that they were under a great Con- 
fternation, feeing fuch confiderableForcescome againll 
them. With this Intelligence the Spaniards refolv’d 
to land, and advance towards the Fortrefies, which 
ceafed not to fire as many great Guns againll them, 
as they poffibly could ; and which were ilill anfwer’d 
in the fame Manner on the other Side, till dark Night. 
Two Days after this, the Weather being very calm 
and clear* the Spaniards began to advance in the fol- 
lowing Manner. The Ship named Sc. Vincent , which 
rid Admiral, difeharg’d two whole Broadfides upon 
the Battery call’d the Conception. The Ship call’d Sr. 
Peter , that was Vice Admiral, difeharg’d likewife 
her Gun? againll the other Battery nam'd St. James . 


In the mean while, the Spaniards were landeo in fmall 
Boats, directing their Courfe towards the Point of the 
Battery lall mentioned, and from thence they march- 
ed towards the Gate call’d Cortadura . TheLieutenant, 
Francis de Cazeres , being defirous to view the Strength 
of the Enemy, with only fifteen Men, was compelled 
to retreat in all Halle, by Reafon o.f the great Guns 
which play’d fo furiouffy upon the Place where they 
Rood. They Ihooting not only Pieces of Iron and 
fmall Bullets, but alfo the Organs of the Church ; dif- 
charging in every Shot, threefcore Pipes at a 
Time. 

Norwithllanding this Heat of the Enemy, Captain 
Don Jofeph Ramirez de Leyva , with threefcore Men, 
made a ltrong Attack, wherein they fought on both. 
Sides very defperately, till that at lall he overcame, 
and forced the Pyrates to furrender the Fort he had 
taken in Hand. 

On the other Side, Captain John Galeno , with 
fourfeore and ten Men, palled over the Hills, to ad- 
vance that Way towards the Caltle of St .Terefa. In 
the mean while, the Major Don Jofeph Sanchez Xi- 
rnenez, as Commander in chief, with the reft of his 
Men, fet forth from the Battery of St. James t paf- 
fing the Port with four Boats, and landing in Defpife 
of the Enemy. 'About this fame Time, Captain 
John Galeno begun to advance with the Men he led 
to the afore-mention’d Fortrefs. So that the Spaniards 
made three Attacks on the Py rates on three feveral 
Sides, at one and the fame Time, with great Cou- 
rage and Valour. The Pyrates upon this, feeing 
many of their Men already kill’d, and that they 
could in no manner fubfift any longer, retreated to- 
wards Cortadura y where they furrender’d themfelves* 
and likewife the whole Ifiand, into the Spaniards 
Hands ; who pofiefied themfelves of all, and fet up 
the Spanifh Colours, as foon as they had render’d 
Thanks to Almighty God for the fignal Vittory they 
had obtained. 'The Number of dead were fix Men 
of the Pyrates, with many wounded, and threefcore 
and ten Prifoners. On the other Side was found only 
one Man kill’d, and four wounded. 

. There was found upon the Ifiand eight hundred 
Pound of Powder, two hundred and fifty Pound of 
fmall Bullets, with many other military Provifions. 
Among the Prifoners were taken alfo two Spaniards J 
who had borne Arms under the Englijb againft his 
Catholick Majefty. Thefe were order’d to be fhot 
to Death the next Day, by the Command of the 
Major. In lefs than a Month after this, there ar- 
riv’d at the Ifie an EngUJh Vefiel, whicfTbeing feen 
at a great Diftance by the Major, he gave Orders 
to le Sieur Simon , who was a Frenhman , to go and 
vifit the faid Ship, and tell them that were on board, 
that the Ifiand belong’d Hill to the Englijb . He 
perform’d the Commands, and found in the faid 
Ship only fourteen Men, one Woman, and her Daugh- 
ter ; who were all inffantly made Prifoners. 

The Englijb Pyrates were all tranfported to Puerto 
Vek\ excepting only three, who by Order of the 
Governor were carried to Panama , there to work in 
the Caftle of St. Jerom . This Fortification is an ex- 
cellent Piece of Workmanfhip, and very ftrong ; 
being raifed in the Middle of the Port, of a quadran- 
gular Form, and of very hard Stone. Its Elevation 
or Height is of eighty eight geometrical Feet 5 
the Walls being of fourteen, and the Courtines of fe- 
venty five Feet Diameter. It was built at the Ex- 
pence of feveral private Perfons, the Governor of 
the City furnifhing the greateft Part of the Money ; 
fo that it did not coil his Catholick Majefty any Sum 
at all. 

Captain Morgan , feeing his Predecefibr and Ad- 
miral, Manfvelty was dead, endeavoured, by all the 
Means that were poffible, to preferve and keep iu 

perpetual 
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perpetual ? cuemrn, the Ke c: S- C^rrrv, Teated 
cj~ h cuto that of Cifu. His urlcdpl Intent was :o 
cuciecratc i: as a Refuge and Sanctuary to the Pyrites 
cf thofe Parts; purring it in a fumckn: Co-dib^n cf 
being 1 Receptacle cr Sttre-houfe cf their Freys 2nd 
Rob senes. Unto inis Erect he left no Srcns ur- 
mur'd whereby ro com t il's his Defgns, writing for 
the fire Purrcfe to feveral Merchants that liv'd in 
JVttttt 2nd fc Erjirrd, and perfuad»g then to 
feud Lin Providers and ether necedary Tniugs,, to- 
wards peedrg the Lid Mood into fuck 2 ? chore cf 
Defence, as :: night neither fes; any extern! Din- 
gers, nr be never 2; any Supdons c: Invadon 
toon iry Sire, that nigh: attempt to eifeuie: in At 
loth, 2! I his Thoughts rrr Cores proved ineffectual, 
bv the Sf<r th-d* retaking the {hid Mind. Yet nct- 
withdsadkg, Captain Mryjrr retain'd his ancient 
Courage, wolch iremtly pc: hum cr new Deatgns. 
This Le erripp'c 2 : £nt 2 Ship, with Intention to 
gone: in entire Fleet, both os great and is ftrrrg 2s 
he cocld enmpafs. By Degrees he pot the whole 
Mitter h; Execution, nr gore Orders to even.- Men* 
be: cf his Fleet, that they thrrlr nee: 2: 2 certain 
Pc-t cf Czh 2. Here he determin'd to coil 2 Ccorcii, 
rod deliberate concerning who: woo heft to be cote, 
and who: Place art: they the old foil open Leaving 
there new Preparations in this Crrdidcr, we thrii 
here give cor Reader; force A com: cf the of: remeu- 
tien'e Ife cf Cifr, ir w hefe Pens :ois Expedition 
wii botched. 

^ Df Afzizz if ice LlzxS if C C 3 A, 

T H E Mind 0: Cxfo lieth f : on Err: to Welt, in 
the Sim her of twenty to three 2nd twenty 
Degrees, Northern Latitude; being in Length one 
Lessened 2nd £fry G™lxt Leagues. 2nd abco: forty 
in 3 moth. Is Feral cy is ccua! to that cf the Kind 
cf E-hnssJz. Eeudes which, i: arordem miy 
Things proper for Trading 2nd Commerce, fuch 2s 
Hides cf feveral herds, particularly thofe that in 
Ezrrfi are cak'd Ei?; tf Hsvzzzztu On all Sides 
ills lYrrourded with 2 great Number cf fhall Kinds, 
which go altogether enter the Nine cf Ceme. Of 
theiE little I finds the Pymes mike is great Ufe, 2s 
cf their own proper Pots cf Refuge. Here noft com- 
monly they m'oe their Meetings, and hold tneir 
Cccccik, how 10 rOioi: mere er£y the 5 /trward;. I: 
is thoroughly water’d on all Sides with the Streams of 
pie until and pleafantPdrers, whefe Entries form bo-ta 
Tenure and f pa cions Pens. Eefdes many ccher K au- 
teurs for Ships, which along the calm Shores 2nd 
Coifs 2 com mny Parts of this rich and beautiful 
I find. Ad which contribute very much to itsHrp- 
pinefs, hy Let!: taring the Exercife of Trade ; where - 
into they itrrtte bath Natives and Foreigners. 

The cstefef: cf thefe Ports ire, Su Js- r, 
Bar,c~e, Scxr* ?Aaria y t fir an Scrli, TriziAA, 
Cact & Ctrrirzi!i y and criers ; all widen 
ire” fea*ed cr. the Berth free cf the Hand. On the 
N'rrtnern-fde hereof are found thefe ftilcwing : Ls 
Pzcriz Alrmztr, fxern Cm, Afarn Pjcti, 
md Bamcza 

This If me hath tv.o printipi! Cides, by which the 
whole Country :s grverr/d, and to which all the 
Towns and Vdbges there: f are in Obedience. The 
f rd cf thefe is nim*d St- Ji ryr, cr Sn jcrtei, being 
-Tested cc the Scuth-fide, md Larin c unde: in jurif* 
cinicncne ha fof the If and. Tne chief Magrhmtes 
hereof are a B fhop and a Gnvemcr who command 
ever the Villages and Tcwms belonging to the half 
above- merriceed Tte ch:t*e5 cf cnefe are, enthe 
Sccrhem fine, 3 furrr, Perm del Prszz-e, 

and Bar On the Ncrta-iiies it huh Bcrrczza* 
and the Town ca. : d; ir; Cay*;. The greareft Part 
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of the Commerce driven 2: the afertmentien’d City 
of St. J*?: r ccmeth from the C^rtnrr Kinds, whither 
they tranl'port great QnamJdes of Tobacco, Sugar, 
and Hides, whica Scrn c: Merchandize are drawn to 
the head City from the frberdinate Towns and Mila- 
ges. In forme: Times the City of St. Jcri was mi- 
ierablv Tack’d by the Pyrites of Jczr-za. 2nd Tcmrc, 
nutwimftmcmg that it is defeated by 2 cc mid era ble 
Carde. 

The Cirr and Port dr N Havzzrss, Eeth between 
the Norm and Weir Side cf the Jumd. This is ore 
cf the me ft renown’d and ftrocgeS Places of all the 
J/Vf IzArz. Izs Jmdfdiction extended ever the ether 
Haifcf the Kann ; the cniefef: Places enter it being 
Saaza Crsaz, cn the Ncnhem Side, and la TrhAJad 
on the South. From hence is tmxfpcrted hugeQpm- 
thies cf Tobacco, which is Tent in great Plenty 10 
^diL-Spaiz and C:ia Krza y even as far as the Sczzb 
Sea: Br£des many Ship, laden with this Commodity, 
tin; are ccnugn’d into 5 ^k, arc ether f arts cf £V 
rip/, ret cnly in the Leaf, but a!i"o in Rowls. This 
City is defended by three Caitles, \tr}* greet and 
itrong ,* two cf whicn lie towards the Pert, and the 
otner :s Tented tret 2 Kill, that ccmmndeth the 
Tcwn. Tis eftimamd to conmin ten thoufacd Fa- 
milies, more cr lefs ; among which Number cf Peo* 
pie, me Merchants of this Place trace in Xczv-S'cz r, 
E»/W:, and FAriza. All the Snip 
that come from the Parts afbrementicn’d, as alio 
from Gr'tfrszr, C^-r^g/r^, and are necef- 

fim^d to take their Pro vinous in a: Haver a, where- 
with jo make their Vcrage for S;c:z ; this being the 
ceceliirv and ihreighc Courfe they ought to fteer fer 
the Seem of ik-rp, and other Parts. The Plate- 
Fleet cf 5 /cir, w h.ch the Spaniards call Fk*a, being 
Homeward -b= and, toccheth here yearly, to take in 
the ref: cf the.r full Cargo ; as Hides, Tobacco, and 
Csr^ezhe Wood. 

Cap min Ida^gaz had been no longer than two 
Months in the abovemennen’d Po^ts of the South cf 
Cz}c, when he had go: tegemer a Fleet cf twelve 
Sail, between Sh : p and great Boats ; wherein be 
had feven hundred fighting Men, Par: cf which were 
Fzg 6 f t and Part F-crzc. Tney call’d a Council, 
and feme were of Opinion 'twere convenient to aT- 
Taul: the Cir.’ cf Havana, under the Cover: of the 
Nigh: ; whica Enterprize, they laid, might ea£ly 
be perform’d, efpecially if they could be: cake any 
few cf The EccleEa ducks, and make them Pri Toners : 
Yea, that the City might be Tick’d, before the Ca- 
ffes cculd put themfelves in a Pofture of De f ence. 
Othrrs prop unfed, according to their feveral Opi- 
nions, ether Attempts. Notwithstanding, the for- 
mer Propfal was rejected, bees ufe many of the Py- 
rates had been Pri Tuners a: ot:e: Times in the faid 
C:rr ; and thefe am: m'd, nothing cf CocTeqcence 
could be cctte, cnlefs with ioneen huntred Men. 
Moreover, taat witii ail this Number cf People they 
cugh: £r.t to go to the End dr As Pi m, aod Land 
tnem in final 1 Bo-.ts about MaZamaz ; , fourteen 
Leagues dinar,: from the afhreflid Cir/, whereby ro 
acccmplim, by thefe Means, and order their De- 
5 g=s. ‘ 

Finally, they faw no Pcmbility cf gathering To 
great a Fleer ; and hereupon with what they had, 
tcey cu educed to attempt feme other Place. Among 
the red, was found, a: lad, cue who propounded, 
that they fhcnld go and aEaul: tee To* n of elPucrt » 
del Frizzle. This Prcpfticn he endeavevr’d to pr- 
fuade, hr/ Lying, he knew- th-t Place v-ry well ; 2nd 
that being a: a Didauce from the Sea, it never was 
fuck’d by tnyPyrates: Whereby the lrthab tanrs 
were rich, as exer citing their Trade for ready Maetey, 
with thofe o t Hzrv&xz, who kept he-e an efHblifhed 
Commerce, which cenffted chicdv in Hides. This 
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Proposal was prefect!/ admitted by Captain Msrgaz, 
zzd chiefeib of his Companion: ; and. hereupon, 
they gave Orders :o every Captain to weigh Anchor, 
and let Sail, fleering their Courfe towards mat Coed 
that lieth neared to El Puerto del Principe. Herea- 
bouts is to be feen a Bay, nam'd, by toe Spaniards, 
LI Puerto d: Par.: a Maria. B’.ing arriv’d a: this 
Bay, a certain Spaniard* who was Pnfoner cn board 
the Fleet, fwam a- there by Night, and came to the 
Town of LI Puerto <Li Principe, giving .Account to 
the Inhabitants of the Dedgr. toe Pyrates had agai n A 
tuem. This he afinn’d to have over-heard in their 
Dnaourde, the}' thinking, a: the fame Time, he did 
no: imcenbnd the Lnglzjb T oagoe. 1 ne Spaniard:, 
as foon as they received mis for: mate Advice, began 
miantly to hide their Riches, and carry awuy was: 
Moveables they could. The Governor, aho, inne- 
dinrely rais’d ail tne People of the Town, bom Free- 
men and Slaves, and, with part of them, cock a 
Pod, by which, of Xece5rv, the Pyrates were to 
pais. He commanded, lakewhe, many Trees to be 
cat down, and hid ami dll the Ways, to hinder their 
Pdfege. In like manner, he plac’d leveral Ambaf- 
cades, which were lireitgthen’d with fome Pieces of 
Cannon, to play upon mem on their March. He ga- 
ther’d, in ail, about eight hundred Men, of winch 
he dkrrlbcted. feveral into the aforemendon’d Am- 
bufeades, and with the reft he begirt the Town ; dif- 
p lasing then upon the Plain ot a fpamous Field, from 
whence the}' coaid lee dm coming of the Pyrates at 
Length. 

Cm: tin M-rgc^, with his Men, being now upon 
the March, foend the Avenues and Panhges to me 
Town impenetrable. Hereupon, they took their 
Way through the Wocd, traveifbg it with great Dif- 
ficulty, whereby they efcap’d divers Ambcfcadss. 
Thus, a: but, they came kito me Phan afuremendou’d, 
which, from its Figure, is call’d by the Spaniards, la 
Sa-rana, or The Shee:. The Governor feeing them 
come, made a Detachment of a Troop cf Hone ; 
which he lent to charge them in die Front, thinking 
to dilperfe them, and by parting them to Flight, pnr- 
fue them with his main Body. Bat this Dengn inc- 
ceeded not as it was intended ; for the Pyrates march’d 
in very good Rank and File, a: the bound of their 
Drams, and with dying Colours. When they came 
nigh to the Hone, they drew into the Form of a 
Semicircle, and thus advanc'd towards the Spaniards, 
who charg’d them like valiant and cosragiocs Soldiers, 
for a while : But feeing that the Pyrites were very 
dexterous at their Arms, and their Governor, with 
many cf their Companions, kill’d, they began to re- 
treat towards the Wood. Here they dengn ’d to 
fave themfelves with more Advantage ; but before 
they cou’d reach it. the greater Par: of diem were 
unfortunately killed by the Hands of the Pyrates. 
Thus they left the Victory to thefe new-come Ene- 
mies, who had no confiderahle Lois of Men in this 
Battle, and but very few* wounded. However, the 
Skinnilh continu’d for the Space of four Hours. They 
enter’d the Town, though no: without great Re- 
Eftance cf fieri as were within, who defended them- 
felves as long as pomhle ; thinking, by their Defence, 
to hinder me Pillage. Hereupon, many feeing the 
Enemy within the 7 own, that themfelves up in their 
own Houfes, and mom thence made feveral Shot a- 
gainlt the Pyrates ; who percervirg the Mifchief of 
tnis Difnd vantage. prelendy began to threaten mem; 
faying. If ysa dsrlt fxrrcsder zrclscniarily, yea fail 
Jtcx fee the Trzsz in a name, and yssrr If lares and 
Children torn ix Pieces he f:re unr Faces. With thefe 
Menaces, the Spaniards tuhmirted entirely to the Dif- 
cretion or the P\ rates, believing they could not 
continue there long, and would foon be forc’d to dT- 
iodge. 


As foon as the Pyrates had uodfeff d themfelves cf 
the Town, they enclos'd ail the Spaniards, both 
Men, Women, Children, and Slaves, in feveral 
Churches, and gather'd ail the Goods they could 
£nd by way cf puLge. Afterwards they feared’ d 
the whole Country read about the Town, bringing 
in. Day by Day, many Goods and Pnifonent, with 
much Provifon. With this, they fell to banquetdng 
among themfelves, and making great Cheat after 
t he ir cuftomary Way, without remembering the poor 
Pnfoners, whom they permitted to itarve in the 
Churches for Hunger. In the mean Time, they 
ceas'd no: to torment them daily after an inhuman 
Manner, thereby to make them ccnfets w here they 
had hid their Goods, Monies, and other Things; 
mo ugh lime or noth mg was Left mem. To this Ef- 
fect mey punith’d alfo the Women and little Chil- 
dren, giving them nothing to eat ; whereby the 
grea^E pant perhh’d. 

When they codd £nd no more to rob, 2 nd that 
Provdions began to grow’ fcanae, mey thought i: con- 
venient to depart, and feek new Fortune^ in other 
Places. Hence they intimated to the Pnfeaers, That 
they jd'sJJ fxd Monies ts ran r*t obey 'Ires* el it 
they Jcmdd he all trazfported ts Jamaica- Hid :b be- 
ing dm : , if they did not pay a fecozd Rax ix frr the 
Totem, they ~r. redd mm rzry Hr? i znto red ns. The ' 
Spaniards hearing thefe fevers Menaces, nominnmd a- 
mong themfelves four Fellow -prifeners to and feek 

for me abovememdorf d Contributions. But the Py- 
rites. to the Latent me}' fhouli r eturn fpeeddv with 
the Randoms prsferib’d, tormented feverul in their 
Prefence, before they departed, with all the PJgour 
imaginable. After a few Days, the Spaniards re- 
turn'd mom the Fatigue cf their unread: cable Ccm- 
mifnon, telling Cap mm Morgan, That they had rare 
-p and dmmt, and fear eked ail the neigh hoxdng JTozds 
and Piaces they sosfi fnfpeLcd, and y:t had not he ex a- 
hi: so fnd any cf their max Party, nor ctzft raratly any 
Frxot if their Linda fry. Las if (laid they) »« are 
p Leafed it hare a little longer Pad err e ziitb as, nets 
fall certainly can : all that you descend to he paid 
•trdzhix the Space cf ff teen Days . Captain Morgan 

was content ad, is it mould feem, to grant mem this 
Petition ; but, net long after, there came into the 
Town fever cr eight Pyrates, who had beer rac- 
ing in the Wooes and Fields, and go: thereaboum 
fome ccnnderable Booty : Thefe brought, among o- 
ther Prldcners, a certain Xegroe, whom mey had ta- 
ken with Letters about him. Captain Ms -gar hav- 
ing perus’d them, found they vtere mom the Gover- 
nor of Sn jags ; being written to dome of the Pri- 
de rets. W nerem Us told them. They Jom d net male 
tz: reach Hafe to pay any Ran hr far their T mam sr 
Perfszs, cr any steer Pretext ; hxt, cn the contrary* 
they Jerald pat spy the Pyroses as ate U as they cssdd 
nsdth Exes, is and Delays ; expeLing ts he reams d hy 
him * cithin a fisrrt Time, mthez he -resold certainty 
ctnze to their Lid. This Intelligence being heard by 
Cap min Morgan* he immediately gave Orders that 
all mey had rebb’d mould be carried cn beard the 
Ships ; and, withal, he intimated to the Spaniards, 
mat the very next Day they mould pay meir Ran- 
doms : Forufmuch as he would no: wait cne Moment 
longer, but reduce the whcle T cwn to Aihes, in cafe 
the}- £dl r d to perform the Sum he demanded. 

With this Indmaticn, Cap min Mmgan made no 
menden to the Spaniards of the Letters he bad in- 
tercepted. Whereupon, the}' made rim anfwer. 
That it u'ur totally imptfihle for them it gins jirch a 
Sian cf Money iz fj fort a Space of Tin: ; feeing 
their Fell one Tmrm men zerne net to he foazd zz all ice 
Country thereabout* Captain Mmgan knew full 
well their Intentions, and, withal, thcuvht it ntt 
cOfcvenienr to remain mere anv Itn~er Time. Hence 


6 


A General H i 

he demanded of them only five hundred Oxen, or 
Cows, together with fufficient Salt wherewith to fait 
them. 

Hereunto he added only this Condition, that they 
fhould carry them on board his Ships j which they 
promifed to do. Thus he departed with all his Men, 
taking with him only fix of the principal Prifoners, 
as Pledges of what he intended. The next Day the 
Spaniards brought the Cattle and Salt unto the Ships, 
and required the Prifoners. But Captain Morgan re- 
fufed to deliver them, till fuchTime as they had help- 
ed his Men to kill and fait the Beeves. This was 
Jikewife performed in great Hafte, he not caring to' 
ftay there any longer, left he fhould be furprized by 
the Forces that were gathering againft him. Having 
received all on board his Veilels, lie fet at Liberty 
the Prifoners he had kept at liofhges of his De- 
mands. While thefe Things were in Agitation, 
there happen’d to arife fome Diffentions between the 
Englijhmen and French, The Occafion of their Dif- 
cord was, as follow eth : A certain Frenchman being 
employed in killing and fairing one of the Beeves, 
an Englijh Pyrate came to him, and took away the 
Marrow-bones he had taken out of the Ox; which 
fort of Meat thefe People efteem very much. Here- 
upon they challenged one another. Being come to 
the Plaee of Duel, the Englijhman drew his Sword 
treacheroufly againft the Frenchman, wounding him 
in the Back, before he had put himfelf in a juft Pof- 
ture of Defence ; whereby he fuddenly fell dead upon 
the Place. The other Frenchmen defirous to revenge 
this bafe Aftion, made an Infurredlion againft the 
Englijh , But Captain Morgan foon extinguiftied this 
Flame, by commanding the Criminal lo be bound in 
Chains, and thus carry ’d to Ja?naica ; promifing to 
them all, he would fee Juftice done upon him. For 
although it were permitted unto him to challenge his 
Adverfary, yet was it not lawful to kill him treache- 
roufly, as he did. 

As foon as all Things were in a readinefs, and on 
board the Ships, and like wife the Prifoners fet at Li- 
berty, they failed from thence, directing their Courfe 
to a certain Ifland, where Captain Morgan intended 
to make a Dividend of what they had purchafcd in 
that Voyage. Being arrived at the Place affigned, 
they found nigh the value of fifty Thoufand Pieces 
of Eight, both in Money and Goods. The Sum be- 
ing known, it caufed a general Refentment und Grief, 
to fee fuch a fmall Purchafe ; which was not fuffici- 
ent to pay their Debts at Jamaica . Hereupon, Cap- 
tain Morgan propounded to them, that they fhould 
think upon fome other Enterprize and Pillage, before 
they returned Home. But the Frenchmen not being 
able to agree with the Englijh , feparated from their 
Company, leaving Captain Morgan alone with thofe 
of his own Nation ; notwithftanding all the Perfwa- 
fions he ufed to reduce them to continue in his Com- 
pany. Thus they parted with all external figns of 
Friendfhip ; Captain Morgan reiterating his Promifes 
to them, that he would fee Juftice done upon the 
Criminal before mentioned. This he performed ; for 
being arrived at Jamaica , he caufed him to be hang- 
ed ; which was the Satisfaction the French Pyrates 
could expeCl. 

Some, perhaps, may think, that the French ha- 
ving deferted Captain Morgan , the Englijh alone 
could not have been fufficient to perform fueh great 
ACtioiis as before their Divifion. But Captain Mor - 
gan, who always communicated Vigour with his 
Words, infufed fueh Spirits into his Men, as were a- 
ble to put every one of them inftantly upon new De- 
figns ; They being all perfwaded by his* Reafons, 
that the foie Execution of his Orders would be a 
certain Means of obtaining great Riches. This Per- 
fwafion had fuch Influence upon their Minds, that 
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with inimitable Courage, they all refolved to follow 
him. The fame likewile did acertaiu Pyrate of Cam- 
peche ; who, on this Occafion. joined with Captain 
Morgan , to leek new Fortunes under his ConduCt, 
and greater Advantages than lie had found before. 
Thus Sir Henry , in a few Days, gather’d a Fleet of 
Nine Sail, between Ships and great Boats; wherein 
he had four hundred and threefcore military Men. 

After that all Th'ngs were in a good Polture of 
Readinefs, they put lortli to Sea, Captain Morgan 
imparting the Delign he lud in his Mind, to no Body 
for that Prefcnt. lie only told them on fcveral Oc- 
cafions, that he held it as indubitable, that he fhould 
make a good Fortune by that Voyage, if ftrange Oc- 
currences alter’d not the Courfe of his Defigns. 
They directed their Courfe towards the Continent \ 
where they arrived in a few Days upon the Coalt of 
Cojla Rica , with all their Fleet entire. No fooner 
had they difeovered Land, but the Commodore de- 
clared his Intentions to the Captains, and prefently 
after unto all the reft of the Company. He told 
them, he intended in that Expedition to Plunder Pu- 
erto Velo, and that he would perform it by Night, 
being refolved to put the whole City to the Sack, 
not the leaft Corner efcaping his Diligence. More- 
over, to encourage them, he added, that this Enter- 
prize could not fail to fucceed well, feeing he had 
kept it fecret in his Mind, without revealing it to 
any Body, fo that they could not have Notice of his 
coming. Unto this Propofition fome made Anfwer, 
by alledging, they had not a fufficient Number of 
Men wherewith to alfault fo ftrong and great a City. 
But Captain Morgan replied. If our Number is fntall , 
our Hearts are great , And the fewer Perfons we 
are the more Union and better Shares we floall have 
in the Spoil . Hereupon, being ftimulated with the 
Ambition of thofe vaft Riches they promifed them- 
felves from their good Succefs, they unanimoufly con- 
cluded to venture upon that Defign. But now, to 
the Intent our Reader may better comprehend the 
incomparable Boldnefs of this Exploit, it may be ne- 
ceflary to fay fomething before-hand of the City of 
Puerto Velo . 

The City which beareth this Name in America , 
is feated in the Province of Cofta Rica , under the 
Altitude of ten Degrees northern Latitude, at the 
diftance of fourteen Leagues from the Gulf of Dari- 
en , and eight weftwards, from the Port called Nombre 
de Dios. It is judged to be the ftrongeft Place that 
the King of Spain poflefleth in all the Wef-Indies y 
excepting two, that is to fay, Havana and Cartagena . 
Here are two Caftles, almoft inexpugnable, that de- 
fend the City, they being fituated at the Entry of the 
Port , fo that no Ship nor Boat can pafs without per- 
miffion. The Garrifon confifteth of three hundred 
Soldiers, and the Town is conftantly inhabited by 
four hundred Families, more or lefs. The Merchants 
dwell not here, but only refide for a while, when 
the Galeons come or go from Spain , by Reafon of the 
Unheal thine fs of the Air, occafioned by certain Va- 
pours that exhale from the Mountains. Nctwith- 
itanding this, their chief Warehoufes are at Puerto 
Velo, tho’ their Habitations are all the Year long nt 
Panama. From whence they bring the Plate upon 
Mules, at fuch Times as the Fair beginneth ; and 
when the Ships, belonging to the Company of Ne- 
groes, arrive here to fell Slaves. 

Captain Morgan , who knew very well all the A- 
venues of this City, as alfo all the neighbouring Coafts, 
arrived in the Dufk of the Evening, at the Place call’d 
Puerto de Naos , diftant ten Leagues towards the Weft 
of Puerto Velo. Being come to this Place, they mount- 
ed the River in their Ships, as far as another Har- 
bour, call’d Puerto Pontin ; where they came to an 
Anchor, Here they put themfelves immediately into 
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Boats and Canoes, leaving in the Ships only a few Men 
to keep them, and conduct them the next Day unto the 
Port. About Midnight they came to a certain Place 
cdlVdEfera Io7iga Le?nos , where they all went onShore, 
and marched by Land to the frit Watch of the City, 
They had in their Company a certain Englijhman , 
who had been formerly a Prifoner in thofe Parts, and 
who now ferved them for a Guide. Unto him and 
three or four more, they gave Commiffion to take the 
Centinel, if poffible, or kill him upon the Place. Ac- 
cordingly, they laid Hands on him, and apprehended 
him with fuch Cunning, that he had no Time to give 
Warning with his Mufket, or make any other Noife. 
Thus they brought him, with his Hands bound, to 
Captain Morgan , who afked him, Hoi. u Things went 
in the City , and what Forces they had ; with many 
other Circumftances, which he was defirous to know. 
After every Queftion, they made him a thoufand 
Menaces to kill him, in Cafe he declared not the 
Truth. Thus they began to advance towards the 
City, carrying always the fame Centinel hound, before 
them. Having marched about one Quarter of a 
League, they came to the Caftle that is nigh to the 
City ; which prefently they clofely furrounded, fo 
that no perfon could get either in or out of the faid 
Fortrefs. 

Being thus polled under the Walls of the Caftle, 
Captain Morgan commanded the Centinel, whom 
they had taken prifoner, to fpeak to thofe that were 
within, and charge them to furrender, and deliver 
themfelves up to his JDifcretion ; threatning that 
other wife they fhould be all cut in pieces, without 
giving Quarter to any one. But they would hearken 
to none of thefe Threats, beginning inftantly to fire ; 
which gave Notice to the City, and fuddenly alarmed 
the Garrifon. Yet notwithftanding the Governor and 
Soldiers of the faid Caftle made as great Refiftanceas 
could be performed, they were conltrained to furren- 
der to the Pyrates. Thefe no fooner had taken pof- 
feflion of the Caftle, but they refolved to be as good 
as their Word, in putting the Spaniards to the Sword, 
thereby to ftrike a Terror to the reft of the City. 
Hereupon, having fhut up all the Soldiers and Offi- 
cers, as prifoners, into one Room, they inftantly fet 
fire to the powder (whereof they found a great Quan- 
tity) and blew up the whole Caftle into the Air, with 
all the Spaniards that were within. This being done, 
they purfued the Courfe of their Victory, falling 
upon the City, which, as yet, was Yiot in Order to 
receive them. Many of the ^Inhabitants call their 
Jewels and Monies, and other valuable Things, into 
Wells and Ciftems, or hid them in other places under 
Ground, to prevent, as much as w ere poffible, their 
being totally robb’d. One party of the Pyrates, be- 
ing affigned to this purpofe, ran immediately to the 
Cloyfters, and took as many religious Men and Wo- 
men as they could find. The Governor of the City, 
not being able to rally the Citizens, through the huge 
Confiifion of the Town, retir’d to one of the Caftles 
remaining, and from thence began to fire inceffantly 
at the Pyrates. But thefe were not in the leaft negli- 
gent, either to aftault him or defend themfelves with 
all the Courage imaginable. Thus it was obfervable, 
that amidft the Horror of the Aftault, they made very 
few Ihot in vain. For aiming, with great Dexterity 
at the Mouths of the Guns, the Spaniards were cer- 
tain to lofe one or two Men every time they charged 
each Gun a-new. 

The Aftault of this Caftle where the Governor 
was, continu’d very furious on both Sides, from 
Break of Day till Noon ; and even then the Cafe 
was very dubious which party fhould conquer, or be 
conquer’d. At laft, the Pyrates, perceiving they 
had loft many Men, and, as yet, advanc’d but little 
/towards the gaining either this or the other Caftles 
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thought to make ufe of Fire-balls, which 
they threw with their Hands ; defigning, if poffible, 
to burn the Doors of the Caftle. But going about 
to put this in Execution, the Spaniards , from the 
Walls, let fall a great Quantity of Stones, and ear- 
then Pots full of Powder, and other combullible Mat- 
ter, which forc’d them to defift from that Attempt. 
Captain Morgan , feeing this generous Defence made 
by the Spaniards , began to delpair of the whole Suc- 
cefs of the Enterprize. Hereupon, many faint and 
calm Meditations came into his Mind ; neither could 
he determine which Way to turn himfelf in that Dif- 
trefs of Affairs. Being involv’d in thefe Thoughts, 
he was fuddenly animated to continue the Aftault, by 
feeing the Englijh Colours put forth at one of the lef- 
fer Caftles, which was juft then enter’d by his Men. 
A Troop of thefe immediately came to meet him, 
proclaiming Viftory with loud Shouts of Joy. This 
inftantly put him upon new Refolurions, of making 
frefh Efforts to take the reft of the Callles that flood 
out againft him : Efpecially feeing the chiefdl Citizens 
were fled to them, and had convey’d thither great 
part of their Riches, with all the Plate belonging to 
the Churches, and other Things dedicated to divine 
Service. 

To bring about this, therefore, he order’d ten or 
twelve Ladders to be made in all poffible Hafte, fo 
broad, that three or four Men at once might afeend 
by them. Thefe being finifhed, he commanded all 
the religious Men and Women, whom he had taken 
Prifoners, to fix them againft the Walls of the Caftle. 
Thus much he had before-hand threaten’d the Gover* 
nor to perform, in cafe he deliver’d not the Caftle. 
But the Anfwer of that gallant Commander was. 
That he wou d never furrender bimfelf alive . The 
Captain’s Knowledge of the Superilition of thefe 
People, furnifhed him with this fine Stratagem ; for 
he was perfuaded himfelf that the Governor would 
not employ his utmoft Forces, feeing religious Wo- 
men, and Ecdefiartica! Perfons, expofed in the Front 
of the Soldiers to the greateft Dangers. Thus the 
Ladders, as we have faid, were put into the Hands 
of religious Perfons of both Sexes ; and thefe were 
forced, at the Head of the Companies, to raife and 
apply them to the Walls. However, Captain Mor* 
gan was fully deceiv’d in his Judgment of this Defign ; 
For the Governor, who atted like a brave and cou- 
ragious Soldier, and who had little of the religious 
Temper of his Country, refufed not, in Performance 
of his Duty, to ufe his utmoft Endeavours to deftroy 
whofoever came near the Walls. The religious Men 
and Women ceas’d not to cry to him, and beg of* 
him, by all the Saints of Heaven, that he would de- 
liver the Caftle, and thereby fpare both his and their 
own I.ives. But nothing could prevail with the Re- 
folution and Fiercenefs that had poffefs’d the Gover- 
nor’s Mind. Thus many of the religious Men and 
Nuns were kill’d before they could fix the ladders; 
which, at laft, being done, though with great Lofs 
of the faid Brethren and Sifters, the Pyrates mounted 
them in great Numbers, and with no lefs Valour ; 
having Fire-balls in their Hands, and earthen Pots 
full of Powder : All which Things, being now at the 
Top of the Walls, they kindled, and call in among 
the Spaniards . 

This Effort of the Pyrates was very bold and fuc- 
cefsful ; infomuch, as the Spaniards could no longer 
refill nor defend the Caftle, which was now enter’d : 
Whereupon, they all threw down their Arms, and 
craved Quarter for their Lives ; only the Governor 
of the City would neither admit nor crave Mercy, but 
continued to kill many of the Pyrates with his own 
Hands, and not a few of his own Soldiers, becaufe 
they did not Hand to their Arms. And though the 
Pyrates alkcd him if lie would have Quarter, yet he 
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conftantly anfwer’d, By no Means : 1 had rather die 
as a ‘valiant Soldier , than be hang d as a Coward. 
They endeavour’d, as much as they cou’d, to take 
him Prifoner : But he defended himfelf fo obftinately, 
that they were forced to kill him, notwithftanding 
all the Cries and Tears of his own Wife and Daugh- 
ter, who begg’d of him, upon their Knees, to de- 
mand Quarter, and fave his Life. When the Pyrates 
had poflefs’d themfelves of the Cattle, which was a- 
bout Night, they enclos’d therein all the Prifoners 
they had taken, placing the Women and Men by 
themfelves, with Ionic Guards upon them. All the 
wounded were put into a certain Apartment by itfelf, 
to the Intent their own Complaints might be the 
Cure of their Difeafes ; for no other was afforded 
them. 

This being done, they fell to eating and drinking, 
after their ulual Manner ; that is to lay, committing 
in both thefe Things all manner of Debauchery and 
Excefs. Thefe two Vices were immediately follow’d 
by many infolent A&ions of Rape and Adultery, com- 
mitted upon abundance of very honeft Women, as 
well married as Virgins ; who being threaten’d with 
the Sword, were conttrain’d to fubmit their Bodies to 
the Violence of thofe lewd and wicked Men. After 
fuch a Manner they deliver’d themfelves up to all 
Sorts of Debauchery of this Kind, that if there had 
been found only fifteen couragious Men, they might 
eafily have retaken the City, and kill’d all the Pyrates. 
The next Day, having plunder’d all they could find, 
they began to examine fome of the Prifoners, who 
had been perfuaded by their Companions to fay they 
were the richett of the Town ; charging them fe- 
vcrely, to difeover where they had hidden their 
Riches and Goods. But not being able to extort any 
Thing out of them, as they were not the right Per- 
fons that poffefs’d any Wealth, they at lalt refolv’d 
to torture them. This they perform’d with fuch 
Cruelty, that many of them died upon the Rack, or 
prefently afterwards. Soon after this, the Prefident 
of Panama had News brought him of the Pillage and 
Ruin of Puerto Velo . This Intelligence caus’d him 
to employ all his Care and Induftry to raife Forces, 
with Defign to purfue and caff out the Pyrates from 
thence. But thefe car’d little for what extraordinary 
Means the Prefident us’d, as having their Ship nigh 
at Hand, and being determin’d to fet fire to the City, 
and retreat. They had now been at Puerto Velo fif- 
teen Days, in which Space of Time they had loft 
many of their Men, both by the Unhealthinefs of the 
Country, and the extravagant Debaucheries they had 
committed. 

Hereupon, they prepar’d for a Departure, carrying 
on board their Ships all the Pillage they had gotten. 
But, above all, they provided the Fleet with fufficient 
Visuals for the Voyage. While thefe Things were 
getting ready. Captain Morgan fent an Injuntlion to 
the Prifoners that they fhould pay him a Ranfom for 
the City, or elfe he would by Fire confume it to 
Afhes, and blow up all the Cattles into the Air : 
Withal, he commanded them to fend fpeedily two 
Perfons, to feek and procure the Sum he demanded, 
which amounted to one hundred thoufand Pieces of 
Eight. To this Effeft, two Men were fent to the 
Prefident of Panama , who gave him an Account of 
all thefe Tragedies. The Prefident, having now a 
Body of Men in Readinefs, fet forth immediately to- 
ward Puerto Velo , to encounter the Pyrates before 
their Retreat : But thefe People, hearing of his com- 
ing, inftead of flying away, went to meet him at 
a narrow Paffage, through which, of Neceflity, he 
was to pafs. Here they plac’d an hundred Men very 
well arm’d, who, at the firft Encounter, put to Flight 
a good Party of thofe of Panama. This Accident 
oblig'd the Prefident to retire, for that Time, as not 
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being yet in a Pofture ot Strength to proceed any far- 
ther. Prefently after this Rencounter, he fent a Mef- 
fage to Captain Morgan , ro tell him, That in cafe 
he departed not fuddenly with all his Forces from Puer- 
to V elo, he ought to expert no Quarter for himfelf nor 
his Companions , when he Jhouid take them y as he 
hoped foon to do. Captain Morgan , who fear’d not 
his Threats, as knowing he had a fecure Retreat in 
, his Ships, which were nigh at Hand, made him anfwcr, 
That he would not deliver up the Cnfiles, before he 
had received the Contribution-?noncy he had demanded ; 
and that in cafe it were not paid down , he would cer- 
tainly burn the whole City\ and then leave it ; demo- 
Ujhing , before-hand y the Cafilts, and killing tie Pi i- 
finer s. 

The Governor of Panama perceiv’d by this An- 
fwer, that no Means would ferve to mollify the Hearts 
of the Pyrates, nor reduce them to Reafon. Here- 
upon he determined to leave them ; as alfo thofe of 
the City, whom he oune to relieve, involved in the 
Difficulties of making the belt Agreement they could 
with their Enemies. Thus in a few Days more, 
the miferable Citizens gathered the Contribution 
wherein they were fined, and brought the entire Sum 
of one hundred thoufand Pieces of Eight to the Py- 
rates, for a Ranfom out of the cruel Captivity 
they were fallen into. 

The Prefident of Panama , confefs’d that thefe 
Tranfattions put him into an extreme Admiration, 
confulering that four hundred Men had been able to 
take fuch a great City, with fo many flrong Cattles ; 
cfpecially feeing they had no Pieces of Cannon, nor 
other great Guns, wherewith to raife Batteries againlc 
them. And what was more, knowing that the Citiz- 
ens of Puerto Velo had always been in great Repute 
for good Soldiers themfelves, and who had never want- 
ed Courage in their own Defence. This Aftonilh- 
ment was fo great, that it occafioned him, in order to 
be fatisfled herein, to fend a Meffenger to Captain 
Morgan , defiring him to fend him fome fmall Pattern 
of thofe Arms wherewith he had taken fo fuddenly 
fuch a great City. Captain Morgan received this 
Meffenger very kindly, and treated him with great 
Civility. Which being done, he gave him a Pittol 
and a few fmall Bullets of Lead, to carry back to 
the Prefident ; his Matter telling him, withal, That 
he defired him to accept that fender Specimen of the \ , 
Aims, wherewith he had taken Puerto Velo, and keep 
them for a Twelvemonth ; after which Time y he aff ti- 
red him he would come to Panama and fetch them 
away. The Governor of Panama return’d the Prea- 
fent very foon to Captain Morgan , giving him 
Thanks for the Favour of lending him fuch Wea- 
pons as he needed not, and withal lent him a Ring of 
Gold, with this Meffage, That he defired him not 
to give himfelf the Trouble of coming to Panama, for 
he did certify unto him y that he Jhouid not fpeed fo well 
there as he had done at Puerto Velo. 

Afterthefe Tranfa&ions, Captain Morgan (having 
provided his Fleet with all Neceffaries, and taken 
with him the beft Guns of the Cattles, nailing up the 
reft which he could not carry away) fet fail from 
Puerto Velo with all his Ships. With thefe he arri- 
ved in a few Days, at the Ifland of Cuba, where he • 
fought out a Place wherein with all Quiet and Repofe, 
he might make the Dividend of the Spoil they hadi 
gotten. They found in ready Money, two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Pieces of Eight, befides Varie- 
ty of Merchandizes $ fuch as Cloth, Linnen, Silks, and) f 
other Goods. With this rich Purchafe they failed a- , 
gain from thence to their common Place of Rendez- u n 
vouz, Jamaica. Being arrived there, they patted k 
fome l ime in all Sorts of Vices and Debauchery, 
according to their common Practice, fpending with y 
huge Prodigality, what others had gained with nc 
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fan'll Labour and Toil, tho’ rhev, indeed, came to 
the PoiTeiiion cf it as eafily as they parted with it: 

Not long after the Arrival of tne Pirates at Ja- 
maica, when they had flayed there preciicly that fhort 
l ime they needed to kvith away all the Riches a- 
bovement'ion'd, they concluded upon another Enter- 
prize, wherein to feek new Fortunes. To this Ef- 
fed the Captain gave Orders to all the Commanders 
of his Ships, to meet together at the Iftmd called 
(te la Vac a, or Cnv-Ife, feated on the South-fide of 
the Hie of Hi/pa niola ; as hath been mentioned above. 
As foon as tftey came to this Place, there flocked to 
them great Numbers of other Pirates, both French 
and Englijh , by Reafon the Name of Captain Mor- 
gan was now rendered Famous in all the neighbour- 
ing Countries, for the great Enterprizes he had per-^ 
form’d. There was at thatprefent Time, at Jamai- 
ca, an Englijh Ship newly come from Kew-England, 
well mounted with thirty lix Guns. 1 his Veflel, like- 
wife, by Order of the Governor of Jamaica , came 
to join with Morgan to iirengthen his Fleet, and give 
him greater Courage to attempt Things of great Con- 
fequence: With this fupply Captain Morgan judged 
himfelf fufnciently ilrong, as having the Addition of 
a S dp of fuch Pert ; for it was really the greateft 
of his Fleet. Notwithftanding this, there being in 
the fame Place another great Veflel, that carried twen- 
ty four iron Guns, and twelve of Brafs, belonging to 
the French , Captain Morgan endeavoured as much 
as he could, to join this Ship in like Manner to his 
own. But the French not daring to repofe any Trufl 
in the Englijh , of whofe Actions they were not a 
little jealous, denied abfolutely to confent to any luch 
Thing. 

The French Pirates belonging to this great Ship, 

; had accidentally met at Sea an Englijh \ efl'd ; and 
jeing then under an extreme Necellity of \ i duals, 
they had taken forae Provinons out of the Englijh 
Ship, without paying for them ; as having, perad- 
eenture, no ready Money on Board : Only they had 
?iven them Bills of Exchange, for Jamaica and Tor- 
' uga , to receive Money there for what they had ta* 
ven. Captain Morgan having Notice of this Acci- 
dent, and perceiving he could not prevail with the 
v rench Captain to follow him in that Expedition, he 
•efolved to Lay hold on this Occaiion, as a Pretext 
o ruin the French , and feek his own Revenge, 
iereupon, he invited, with a maflcrly Diflimulati- 
ranlm, the French Commander, and feveral of his Men, 
ta-lo dine with him, on board the great Ship that was 
X3| ome from Jamaica, as was faid before. Being come 
Vta-lhither, he made them all Prifoners, pretending the 
^oflnjury aforemention’d done to the Englijh Veflel, in 
wflaking away Pome few Provisions without Pay. 

, ;>| This unjulr Aftion of Captain Morgan was foon 
.ydlowed by divine Punilhmenr, as we may very ra- 
lonally conceive. 1 he Manner vre lhall inltantly 
•irirjbhte. Prcfer.tly after he had taken the Ft end' Pri- 
ddbr.ers rbevefaid, he called a Council, to deliberate 
pthel hat Place they ihould firi't pitch upon, in the Courfe 
f this new Expedition, At this Council it was de- 
.rndn’d to go to the Iflc of Savona, there to wait 
ijrek )r the Plot a, which was then expected from Spain , 
id take any of the Spanijb Vefiels that might chance 
> flraggle from the refl. This Refolution being 
ken, tney began on board the great Ship to feait 
le another, for Joy of their new Voyage and hap- 
d r Council, as they hoped it would prove. In telii - 
ony hereof, they drank many Healths, and dif- 
targed many Guns, as the common Sign ofMiith 
nong Seamen us’d to be. Moil of the Men being 
unk, by what Accident is not known, the Ship 
ddenly was blown up into the Air, with three 
mdred and fifty EngUJbmen , befides the French Pri- 
ners abovemention’d, that were in Hold, Of all 
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which Number, there efcap’d only thirty Men, who 
were in the great Cabin, at fome* Diftance from the 
main Force of the Gunpowder. Many more, ’tis 
thought, might have efcip’d, had they not been fo 
mucli overtaken with Wine. 

The Lofs of fuch a great Ship was no inconfider- 
able Affliction, as well as Surprize, to the Englijh : 
They knew not whom to blame ; but at kft the Ac- 
cufation was laid upon the French Prifoners, whom 
they fufpe&ed to have fir'd the Gunpowder of the 
Ship wherein they were, out of °Defign to revenger 
themfelves, though with the Lofs of their own Lives. 
Hereupon, they iought to be reveng’d on the French 
a-new, and accumulate frefli Acculations to the for- 
mer, whereby to feize the Ship, and all that was in 
it. With this Defign they forg’d another Pretext a- 
gainft the faid Ship, by faying the French, defign’d 
to commit Piracy upon the Englijh. The Grounds 
of this Accufatiou were given them by a Comniif- 
fion from the Governor of Barracoa , found on 
board the French V efl'el j wherein were thefe Words ; 
That the Jaid Governor did permit the French to trade 

in all Spanifli Ports, &C.- As alfo to cruize upon 

the Englilh Pirates in what Place foever they coud 
find them, hecaufe of the Multitude of Hofilities they 
had committed againft the Subjects of his Catbolick 
Majefty , in Time of Peace betwixt the two Crowns. 
This Commiflion for Trade was interpreted by the 
Englijh as an exprefs Order to excrcile Piracy and 
War againft ’em, notwithftanding it was only a bare 
Licenle for coming into the Spanijb Ports ; for the 
Cloak of which Permiflion, were thofe Words infert- 
ed. That they Jhould cruize upon the Englifh. And 
though the French fufficiently expounded the true 
Senfe of the faid Commiflion, yet they could not 
clear themfelves to Capt. Morgan , nor his prejudic’d 
Council ; but in Revenge for the fuppofed Injury, 
the Ship and Men were feiz’d, and fent to Jamaica . 
Here they all® endeavour’d to obtain Juftice, and 
the Reftirution of their Ship, by all the Means pof- 
fible : But all in vain, for, inftead of Juftice, they 
were a long Time detain’d in Prifon, and threatened 
with Hanging. 

Eight Days after the Lofs of the faid Ship, Capt. 
Morgan commanded the Bodies of the miferable 
Wretches who were blown up, to be fearched for, 
as they floated upon the Waters of the Sea ; not to 
give them Chriftian Burial, but for the Sake of their 
Cloaths, £sf c . If.any had Gold Rings on their Fin- 
gers, they were cut off, and their Bodies left to the 
Monflers of the Sea. At laft they fet Sail for the 
Ifle of Savona , the place of Rendezvous, confiding 
in all of fifteen Veflels, carrying nine hundred and 
fixtv Men, Capt. Morgan commanding the biggeft, 
having but fourteen Guns. In a few Days after, 
they arriv’d at the Cape Cabo de Lohos , on the 
South-fide of the Ifle of Hifpaniola , between the Capes 
of Tiburcn and Punta de Efpada ; from hence they 
could nor pafs, (there being contrary Winds three 
Weeks) notwithilanding all the Endeavours Capt. 
Morgan ufed. They doubled the Cape, and foon 
fpoke with an Englijh Veflel, buying for ready Mo- 
ney luch Proviiions they flood moiHn Need of. 

Captain Morgan proceeded in the. .Courfe of his 
Voyage, till lie came to the Port of Ocoa. Here 
lie landed fome of Ids Men, fending them into the 
Woods to feek Water, and what Provifions they 
could find ; the better to fpare fuch as he had al- 
ready on board his Fleet. They killed many Beafts, 
and among other Animals fome Horfes. But the Spa- 
niards being not well fatisfy’d at their Hunting, at- 
tempted to lay a Stratagem for the Pirates. To this 
Purpofe they order’d three or four hundred Men 
to come from the City of Santo Domingo, not far 
djftant from this Port, defiring them to hunt in all 
D the 
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the Parts thereabouts adjoining to the Sea, to the 
intent if any Pirates (hould return, they might find 
no fubfiftence. Within a few Days the .fame Pirates 
returned, with Defign to hunt ; but, finding nothing 
to kill, about fifty of them ftraggled farther into the 
Woods. The Spaniards , who watch’d all their Mo- 
tions, gather’d a great Herd of Cows, and fet two or 
three Men to keep ’em ; which the Pirates efpying, 
kill’d a fufheient Number ; and tho’ the Spaniards 
could fee ’em at a Diltance, yet they would not fpoil 
their Sport for the prefen t : But as foon as they at- 
tempted to carry them off, they fet upon ’em with ail 
imaginable Fury, crying* Mata, jnata ; that is, 
Kill, Kill ; obliging the Pirates to quit the Prey, and 
ictreat to their Ships as fall as they could. This was 
perform’d in good Order, retiring gradually ; and 
when they had a favourable Opportunity, by dif- 
charglng full Vollies of Shot upon the S panda ids, 
kill’d many, tho’ not without fome Lofs on their own 
Side. 

The reft of the Spaniards , feeing what Damage 
their Companions had fuftained, endeavour’d to fave 
themfelves by Flight, and carry off the Dead and 
Wounded. The Pirates, perceiving the Spaniards to 
run, purfu’d them immediately to the Woods, kill- 
ing the greateft Part of thofe that were remaining. 
The next Day Capt. Morgan , enrag’d, went with 
two hundred Men into the Woods to feek for the reft 
of the Spaniards ; but finding no-body, he revenged 
their Death, by burning the Houfes of the poor and 
miferable Rufticks, inhabiting fcatteringly about thofe 
Fields and Woods. Having done this, he return’d 
to his Ships, well-pleas’d he had done the Enemy 
fuch confiderable Damage ; which was always his molt 
ardent Defire. 

The huge Impatience wherewith Capt. Morgan 
had waited fo long for fome of his Ships, which were 
not arriv’d, made him refolve to fail without them, 
and fleer his Courfe for the Ifle of Savo?ia, the Place 
he had always defign’d for. • Being arriv’d there, and 
not finding any of his Ships as yet come, he was more 
impatient than before, fearing they might be loft, or 
that he muft proceed without ’em : Neverthelefs, he 
waited their Arrival fome Days longer. In the In- 
terim, having no great Plenty of Provifions, he fent 
a Crew of one hundred and fifty Men to the Ifle of 
Hifpaniola , to pillage fome Towns nigh the City of 
Santo Domingo : But the Spaniards having had Intelli- 
gence of their coming, were now fo vigilant, and in 
fo good a Pofture of Defence, that the Pirates thought 
it not convenient to aflault them'; chufing rather to 
return empty-handed into Capt. Morgan's Prefence, 
than perifh in that defperate Enterprize. 

The Captain, at laft, feeing the other Ships did 
not come, made a Review of his People, finding on- 
ly five hundred Men, or thereabouts ; and but eight 
Ships out of fifteen, and the greateft Part of thofe 
were very fmall. Thus, having hitherto refolved to 
cruize upon the Coafts of Caraccas , and plunder all 
the Towns and Villages he could meet, finding him- 
felf at prefent with fuch fmall Forces, he chang’d his 
Refolution, by the Advice of a French Captain be- 
longing to his Fleet. 

This Fre7ichman had ferv’d Lolonois , his Country- 
man, in like Enterprizes, and was at the taking of 
Maracaibo ; whereby he knew all the Entries, Paf- 
fages, Forces, and Means, how to put in Execution 
the fame again in the Company of Captain Morgan ; 
to whom, having made a full Relation of all, the 
Captain concluded to fack it again a fecond Time, as 
being himfelf perfuaded, with all his Men, of the 
Facility of what the Frenchman propounded. Here- 
upon, they weigh’d Anchor, and fteer’d their Courfe 
towards Cxrafao. Being come within Sight of that 
Iftand, they landed at another, which is nigh to it. 
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and is call’d Ruba , feated about 12 Leagues from 
Curafao , towards the Weft. This HLtnd is defended 
by a fiender Garrifon, and is inhabited by Indians , 
who are fubjeft to the Crown of Spain, and fipe; k 
Spanijh , by reafon of the Roman Catholick Religion, 
which is here cultivated by fome few Prieft.% that arc 
fent from Time to Time from the neiehbourine Con- 
tinent, 

The Inhabitants of this Ifle exerciie certain Com- 
merce, or Trade* with the Pirates that go and come, 
this Way. Thefe buy, of the Iflanders, Sheep,’ 
Lambs, and Kids ; which they exchange with them 
for Linnen, T hread, and other Things of this Kind. 
The Country is very dry and barren, the whole Sub- 
ftance thereof confifling in thofe three Things above- 
mention’d, and in a fmall Quantity of Wheat, which 
is of no bad Quality. T his Ifle produceth a great 
Number of venomous Infefts, fuch as Vipers,- Spi- 
ders, and others ; thefe lair are fo pernicious here 
that if any Man is bitten by them, lie dies mad. 
And the Manner of recovering fuch Perfons, L to 
tie them very fa ft, both Hands and Feet, and in this 
Condition to leave them for the Space of four and 
twenty Hours, without eating or drinking the Ieall 
Tiling imaginable. Captain Morgan , as was faid, 
having calt Anchor before this Iihnd, bought of the 
Inhabitants a great many Sheep, Lambs, and alfo 
Wood, which he needed for all his Fleet. Having 
been there two Days, he fet fail again, in the Night- 
time, to the Intent they might not fee what Courfe 
he fteer’d. 

The next Day they arriv’d at the Sea of Mara- 
caibo , taking always great Care of not being feen 
from Vi gili a ; for which' Reafon they anchor’d out 
of Sight of the Watch-Tower. Night being come, 
they fet Tail again towards the Land, and the next 
Morning, by Break of Day, found themfelves diredl- 
Jv over-againll the Bar of the Lake abovemention’d. 
The Spaniards had here lately built a ftrong Fort, 
from whence they now fir’d continually againft the 
Pirates, while they were putting their Men into Boats 
for them to land. The Difpute continu’d very hot 
on both Sides, being manag’d with a great deal of 
Courage and Valour from Morning till dark Night. 
Evening being come, Captain Morgan , in the Ob- 
icurity thereof, drew nigh to the Fort ; which hav- 
ing examin’d, i.e found no Body in it, the Spaniards 
having, deferred it not long belbre. They left be- I 
hind them a Match kindled, nigh to a Train of Gun- 
powdery wherewith they defign’d to blow up the Pi- 
rates, and the whole Fortrefs, as foon as they were 
out of it. This Defign had taken Effcft, had the 
Pirates fail’d to difeover it the Space of one Quarter 
of an Hour. But Captain Morgan prevented the 
Mifchief, by fnatchingaway the Match w ith all Speed 1 
whereby he lav’d both his own and his Companions 
Lives. They found here a great Quantity of Gun- 
powder, wherewith he furmfh’d Ins Fleet ; and af- 
terwards demoiifti’d part of the Walls, nailing up 
fixteen Pieces of Ordnance, which carried from twelve 
to four and twenty Pounds of Bullet. Here they 
found, alfo, a great Number of Mufkets, and £ther 
military Provifions. 

The next Day they commanded the Ships to enter 
the Bar ; among which they divided the Gunpowder, 
Muskets, and other Things they found in the Fort. 
Thefe Tilings being done, they embark’d again, tc 
continue their Courfe towards Maracaibo : But th( 
V/aters were very low, fo that they could not pafs a 
certain Bank that lies at the Entry of the Lake. Here- 
upon, they were compell’d to put themfelves intd 
Canoes and fmall Boats, with which they'arriv’d tlu 
next Day before Maracaibo , having no other Defence 
but fome fmall Pieces, which they could carry in the 1 
faid Boats. Being landed, they ran immediately tt 
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ihc Fort call’d de la Barra ; which they found in 
like Manner as the preceding, without any Perfon in 
it : For all the Garrifon and Inhabitants were fled 
before them into the Woods, leaving alfo the Town 
without any People, unlefs a few miierable poor Folk, 
who had nothing to lofe. 

As foon a? they had entered the Town, the Pirates 
fearched every Corner thereof, to fee if they could 
And any People that were hidden, who might of- 
fend them at unawares. Not finding any Body, every 
Party, according as they came out of their feverai 
Ships, chofe what Honfes they pleafed to themfelves 
in the beft Manner they could find. The Church 
was deputed for the common Corps de Garde , where 
they lived after a military Manner, committing ma- 
ny infolent Aftions. Tr.e next Day after their Ar 
rival, they lent a Troop of one hundred Men to 
leek for the Inhabitants and their Goods. Thefe re- 
turned the next Day following, bringing with them 
the Number of thirty Perfons, Men, Women, and 
Children; and fifty Mules laden with feverai Sorts of 
Merchandize. All thefe miferable Prifoners were put 
to the Rack, to make them confefs where the reft of 
the Inhabitants were, and their Goods. Amongft 
other Tortures then ufed, one was to ftretch their 
Limbs with Cords, and at the lame Time, beat them 
with Sticks and other Inftruments. Others had 
burning Matches plac’d betwixt their Fingers, and 
were thus burnt alive ; others had llender Cords, or 
Matches, twitted about their Heads, till their Eyes 
burfied out of the Skull. Thus all Sorts of inhu- 
man Cruelties were executed upon thofe innocent Peo- 
ple. Thofe who would not confefs, or who had no- 
thing to declare, died under the Hands of thefe ty- 
rannical Men ; whole Tortures and Racks continu’d 
for the Space of three whole Weeks : In which Time 
they ceas’d not to fend out, daily. Parties of Men, 
to leek for more People to torment and rob ; they 
never returning Home without Booty and new Riches. 

Captain Morgan, having now gotten, by Degrees, 
into his Hands about one hundred of the chiefcit Fa- 
milies, with all their Goods, at lalt refoly’d to go to 
Gibraltar . With this Defign, he equipp’d his Fleet, 
providing it very fafiiciently with all neceflarv Things. 

He put, haewife, on board; all the Prifoners, and 
thus weighing Anchor; fet fail for the faid Place, 
with Refolution to hazard the Battle. They had fent 
before them lome Prifoners to Gibraltar , to denounce 
to the Inhabitants that they fhould furrender ; other- 
wife Captain Morgan would certainly put them all 
to the Sword, without giving Quarter to any per- 
fon he fhould find alive. Not long after, he arriv’d 
with his Fleet before Gibraltar , whofe Inhabitants 
receiv’d him with continual fhooting of great Can- 
non-bullets. But the Pirates, inftead of fainting here, 
at, ceas’d not to encourage one another, faying, IFe 
mujl make one - Meal upon bitter Things , before nvc 
conic to tajle the Svotetnefs of the Sugar this Place 
ajfordith. 

The next Day,- very early in the Morning, they 
landed all their Men ; and, being guided by the 
Frenchman abovemention’ d, they march’d towards 
the Town, not by the common Way, but crofting 
through the Woods ; by which Way the Spaniards 
fcarcc thought they wou’d have come. For, at the 
Beginning of their March, they made Appearance 
as if they intended to come by the next and open 
Way that led to the Town, hereby the better to de- 
ceive the Spaniards. But thefe remembering, as 
yet, full well what Iloftilities had been committed 
upon them by Pirates before, thought it not fafe to 
expert another Brunt ; and hereupon they all fled out 
Of the Town as fail as they could, carrying with 
them all their Goods and Riches, as alfo all the 
feun-powdet ; having nailed up all the great Gun?, 


infomuCh that the Pirates 'found not ore Perfon in 
the whole City, excepting one only poor and in- 
nocent Man, who was born a Fool. This Man they 
asked whither the Inhabitants were fled, and where 
they had abfeonded their Goods. Unto all which 
Queftions and the like, he conitantly made Am* er, 
1 ht ones nothing, I knonsj nothing. But they prelently 
put him to die Rack, and tortur’d him with Cords ; 
which Torments forced him to cry our, Do not tor- 
ture me any more , but come with me , and Instil /he- iv 
you my Goods and my Riches . They were perfwad- 
ed, as it fhould feem, that he was fome rich Perfon, 
who had difguifed himfelf under thofe Cloaths fo 
poor, as alfo that innocent Tongue : Hereupon, they 
went along with him ; and he condu&ed them to a 
poor and miferable Cottage, wherein he had a few 
Earthen Difhes, and other Things of little or no 
Value ; and amongft thefe, three Pieces of Eight, 
which he had concealed with fome other Trumpery, 
under Ground. After this, they asked him his Name, 
and he readily made Anfwer, My Name is Don Se- 
baftian Sanchez, and 1 am Brother to the Governor 
0 /' Maracaibo. This foolifh Anfwer, it mull be con- 
ceived, thefe Men, tho’ never fo inhuman, took for 
a certain Truth. For no fooner had they heard it, 
but they put him again upon the Rack,; lifting him 
up on high with Cords, and tying huge Weights to 
his Feet and Neck. Befides which cruel and llretch- 
ing Torment, they burnt him alive, applying Palm- 
Leaves burning to his Face. Under thefe Miferies 
he died in half an Hour. After his Death, they cut 
the Cords wherewith they had llretch’d him, and 
dragg’d him forth into the adjoining Woods, where 
they left him without Burial. 

The fame Day they fent out a Party of Pirates tcJ 
feek for the Inhabitants, upon whom they might em- 
ploy their inhuman Cruelties. Thefe brought back 
with them an honeft Peafant, with two Daughters of 
his, whom they had taken Prifoners, and whom they 
intended to torture, as they ufed to do with others, 
in cafe they (hewed not the Places where the Inha- 
bitants had abfcOnded themfelves. The Peafant 
knew fome of the Lid Places, and hereupon, feeing 
himfelf threatened with the Rack, went with the Pi- 
rates to fhew them. But the Spaniards , perceiving 
their Enemies to range every where up and down the 
Woods, were already fled from thence much farther 
oft, into the thickell parts of the faid Woods; where 
they built themfelves Huts, to preferve from the 
Violence of the W eather, thofe few Goods they had 
carried with them. The Pirates judged themfelves 
to be deceived by the Peafant ; and thereupon, to 
revenge their Wrath upon him, notwithstanding all 
the Lxcufes he could make, and his humble Sup- 
plications for his Life, they hang’d him upon a Tree. 

After this, they divided into feverai Parties, and 
went to fearch the Plantations. For they knew the 
Spania?-ds that had hid themfelves, could not live up- 
on what they found nt the Woods, without coming 
now and then to feek Provilions at their own Coun- 
trv-Houfes. Here they found a Certain Slave, to 
whom they promifed Mountains of Gold,- and that 
they would give him his Liberty by tranfporting 
him to Jamaica , in cafe he would ftiew them the 
Places w here the Inhabitants ; '©f Gibraltar lay hid- 
den. This Fellow, conduced him to a Party of 
Spaniards , whom they inllantly made all Prifoners, 
commanding the faid Slave to kill fome of them be- 
fore the Eyes of the reft ; to the Intent that by this 
perpetrated Crime, he might never be able to leave 
their wicked Company. The Negro; according to 
their Orders, committed many Murthers and bafe 
Actions upon the Spaniards , and followed the un- 
fortunate Traces of the Pirates ; who, after the Space 
of eight Days, returned to Gibraltar with many 
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Prifoners, and foine Mules laden with Riches. They 
examined every Prifoner by himfelf, (who were in all 
about two hundred and fifty Perfons) where they had 
concealed the red of their Goods, and if they knew 
of their fellow Townfmcn. Such as would not con- 
fefs; Were tormented after a moll cruel and inhuman 
Manner. Among the reft, there happened to be a 
certain Portuguefe , who, by the Information of a 
Negro, was reported, though falfly, to be very rich. 
This Man was commanded to produce his Riches. 
But his Anfwer was, that he had no more than one 
hundred Pieces of Eight in the whole World, and that 
thefe had been ftolen from him two Days before, by 
a Servant of his. Which Words* tho’ he fealed 
them with many Oaths and Proteftations, would not 
fatisfy thefe Wretches : Whereupon* they dragg’d 
him to the Rack, without any regard to his Age, as 
being threcfcore Years old, ftretch’d him with Cords, 
and broke both his Arms behind his Shoulders. 

This Cruelty went not alone ; For he not being 
able or willing to make any other Declaration than 
the abovefaid, they put him to another fort of Tor- 
ment, that was worle* and more barbarous than the 
Preceding. They tied him with fmall Cords, by his 
two Thumbs and great Toes, to four Stakes that were 
fix’d in the Ground at a convenient Diftanee* the 
whole Weight of his Body being pendent in the Air 
upon thofe Cords. Then they thraih’d him upon 
the Cords with great Sticks, and all their Strength, fo 
that the Body of this miferable Man was ready to 
perifti at every Stroke, under the Severity of thofe 
horrible Pains. Not fatisfied, as yet, with this cruel 
Torture, they took a Stone which weighed about two 
hundred Pound, and laid it upon his Belly, as if they 
intended to prds him to Death. At which Time they 
alio kindled Palm- Leaves, and applied the Flame to 
the Face of this unfortunate Portuguefe , burning with 
them the whole Skin, Beard, and Flair. At laft, 
thefe cruel Tyrants, feeing that neither with thefe 
Tortures, nor others, they could get any Thing out 
of him, they untied the Cords, and carried him, be- 
ing almoft half dead, to the Church, where was their 
Corps du Garde . Here they tied him anew, to one 
bf the Pillars of the Place, leaving him in that Con- 
dition, without giving him any thing either to eat or 
drink for fome Days, unlefs very Sparingly, and fo 
little as would fcarce fultain Life. 

four or five Days being pall, he defired that one 
of the Prifoners might have the Liberty to come to 
him, by whofe Means he promifed he would endea- 
vour to raife fome Money to fatisfy their Demands. 
The Prifoner whom he required, was brought unto 
him ; and he ordered him to proinife the Pirates five 
hundred Pieces of Eight for his Kanfom. But they 
were both deaf and obltinate at fuch a fmall Sum, and, 
inilead of accepting it, beat him cruelly with Cudgels, 
faying to him, Old Fellow, inftead of five hundred, 
you mu ft fa\\ five hundred t hoi f and Pieces of Eight ; 
othenwije you Jball here end your Life . Finally, after a 
thoufand Proteftations that he was but a miferable 
Man, and kept a poor Tavern for his Living, he 
agreed with them for the Sum of one thoufand Pie- 
ces of Eight, Thefe he raifed in a few Days, and 
having paid them to the Pirates, got his Liberty ; 
altho’ fo horribly maimed in his Body, that ’tis fcarce 
to be believed he could furvive many Weeks after. 

Several other Tortures behdes thefe, wereexer- 
ci fed upon others, which this Portuguefe endured 
not. Some were hang’d up by the Tefticles, or by 
their privy Members, and left in that Condition till 
they fell unto the Ground, thofe private Parts being 
torn from their Bodies. If with this they were mind- 
ed to fhew themfelves merciful to thofe Wretches, 
thus lacerated in the moft tender Parts of their Bodit 
their Mercy was to run them through and tlirough 
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with their Swords ; and by this Means rid them foon 
of their Pains and Lives. Otherwife, if this were 
not done, they ufed to lay four or live Days under 
the Agonies of Death. Others were crucified by thefe 
Tyrants, and with kindled Matches were burnt be- 
tween the Joints of their Fingers and Toes. Others 
had their Feet put into the Fire, and thus w r cre left to 
be roafted alive. At laft, having ufed both thefe and 
other Cruelties with the Whitemcn , they began to 
pradlife the fame over again with the Negro’s their 
Slaves; who were treated with no lefs Inhumanity 
than their Mailers. 

Among thefe Slaves was found one, who promifed 
Captain Morgan , to conduct him to a certain River 
belonging to the Lake, where lie Ihould find a Ship 
and four Boats richly laden with Goods, that belong- 
ed to the inhabitants of Maraicabo. The fame Slave 
difeovered, like wife, the Place where the Governor of 
Gibraltar lay hidden, together with the greateft Part 
of the Women of the Town. But all this he revealed 
purely on account of the Menaces wherewith they 
threatned him, in cafe he told not what he knew. 
Captain Morgan fent away prefently two hundred 
Men in two Saeties , or great Boats, towards the Ri- 
ver abovementioned, to leek for what the Slave had 
difeovered. But he himfelf, with tw f o hundred and 
fifty more, undertook to go and take the Governor. 
This Gentlemen was retired to a fmall Ifiand, feated 
in the Middle of the River, where he had built a lit- 
tle Fort, after the bell Manner he could, for his De- 
fence. But hearing that Captain Morgan came in 
Perfonwith great forces to feek him, lie retired far- 
ther off, to the Top of a Mountain not much di- 
ftant from that Place ; to which there was no Afccnt, 
but by a very narrow Paft'ige. This Place was even 
fo ftreight, that whofoever pretended to gain the nf- 
cent, mult of Neceflity caufe his Men to pais one by 
one. Captain Morgan fpent two Days, before he 
could arrive at the little Llmd abovementioned. From 
thence he defign’d to proceed to the Mountain where 
the Governor was ported, had he not been told of 
the Impoftibility he Ihould find in the Afcent; not 
only for the Narrownefs of the Path that led to the 
Top, but alfo becaufe the Governor was very well 
provided with all Sorts of Ammunition above. Bo- 
lides that, there was fallen an huge Rain, u hereby 
all the Baggage belonging to the Pirates, and their 
Gunpowder, was wet. By this Rain alfo they had 
loft many of their Men, at the Pafllge over a River 
that was overflown. Here perifhed likewise, fome 
Women and Children, and many Mules ladeu with 
Plate and other Goods ; all which they had taken in 
the Fields from the fugitive Inhabitants : So that all 
Things were in a vary bad Condi tton with Captain 
Morgan , and the Bodies of his Men exceedingly har- 
rafs’d, as ought to be inferred from this Relation. 
Whereby, if the Spaniards in that Juncture of Time 
had but had a Troop of fifty Men, well arm’d with 
Pikes or Spears, they might have entirely ddlroy’d 
the Pirates, without any poflible Refiftance on their 
Side. But the Fears which the Spaniards had con- 
ceiv’d from the Beginning, were fo great, that only 
hearing the Leaves on the Trees to ilir, they often 
fancied them to be Pirates. Finally, Captain Morgan 
and his People, having upon this March fometimes 
waded up to their Middles in Water, for the Space 
of half or whole Miles together, they at laft efcap’d, 
for the greateft part. But of the Women and Chil- 
dren, that they brought home Prifoners, the major 
Part died. 

Thus, 12 Days after they fet forth to feek the Go- 
vernor, they return’d to Gibraltar with a great Num- 
ber of Prilohers. Two Days after arriv’d, alfo, the 
two Saeties that went to the River, bringing with 
them four Boats and fome Prifoners. But as to the 

greateft 
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g-eateft part of the Merchandize that was in the faid 
Boats, they found them not, the Spaniards having 
unladed and fecur’d them, as having Intelligence be- 
Ibre-hind of the coming of the Pirates. Whereup- 
on, they defign’d alfo, when the Merchandize was 
all taken out, to burn the Boats. Yet the Spaniards 
nude not fo much Halle as was requisite, to unlade 
the faid Yefiels, fo that they left both in the Ship 
and Boats great Parcels of Goods, which, they be- 
ing fled from thence, the Pirates leiz’d, and brought 
thereof a confiderable Booty to Gibraltar . Thus, 
after they had been in pofieillon of the Place five en- 
tire Weeks, and committed there an infinite Number 
of Murders, Robberies, Rapes, and fuch like Info- 
lencies, they concluded upon their Departure ; but, 
before this could be perform’d, for the laft Proof of 
their Tyranny, they gave Orders to fome Prifoners 
to go forth into the Woods and Fields, and col- 
led a Ranfom for the Town, otherwife they would 
certainly burn every Houfe down to the Ground. 
Thole poor afflifted Men went forth as they were 
fent ; and after they had fearch’d every Corner of 
the adjoining Fields and Woods, they return’d to 
Captain Morgan , telling him, that they had fcarce 
been able to find any Body ; bat that unto fuch as 
they had found, they had propos'd his Demands ; to 
which they had made Anfwer, that the Governor 
had prohibited them to give any Ranfom for not 
burning the Town: Yet, notwithftlnding any Pro- 
hibition to the contrary, they befeech’d him to have 
a little Patience, and, among themfelves, they would 
colled to the Sum of five thoufand Pieces of Eight : 
And for the reft, they would give him fome of their 
own Townfmen as Hoftages, whom he might carry 
with him to Maracaibo , till fuch. Time as he had re- 
ceiv’d full Satisfadion. 

Captain Morgan , having now been a long Time 
abfent from Maracaibo , and knowing the Spaniards 
had had fufficient Time wherein to fortify themfel- 
ves, and hinder his Departure out of the Lake, 
granted them their Propofition abovemention’d ; and, 
witlul, made as much Hafte as he could to fet Things 
in Order for his Departure. He gave Liberty to .all 
the Prifoners, having before-hand put them every 
one to the Ranfom ; yet he detain'd all the Slaves 
with him. They deliver’d to him four Perfons, that 
were agreed upon for Hoftages, till they could pay 
what Sums of Money more he was to receive from 
them : And they delir’d to have the Slave of whom 
we made mention above, intending to punilh him 
according to his Deferts. But Captain Morgan would 
not deliver him, being perfuaded they would bum 
him alive. At laft, they weigh'd Anchor, and fet 
Sail with all the Haile they cou’d, direfting their 
Courfe towards Maracaibo . Here they arriv’d in 
four Days, and found all Things in the fame Pofture 
they had left them in when they departed. Yet here 
they receiv'd News, from the Information of a poor 
diftrefs’d old Man, who was fick, and whom alone 
they found in the Town, that three Spanijh Men of 
War were arriv’d at the Entry of the Lake, and 
there waited for the Return of the Pirates out of 
thofe Parts. Moreover, that the Caftle at the Entry 
thereof was again put into a good Pofture of De- 
fence, being well provided with great Guns and Men, 
and all Sorts of Ammunition. 

This Relation of the old Man could not chufe but 
caufe fome Difturbrance in the Mind of Captain Mor- 
gan , who now was careful how to get away through 
thofe narrow Paffages of the Entry of the Lake. Here- 
upon he fent one of his Boats, the fwifteft he had, to 
view the Entry, and fee if Things were as they had 
be£n related. The next Day die Boat came back, 
c r t firming what was faid, and alluring him, they 
} u viewed the Ships fo nigh, that they had been in 
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great Danger of the Shot they had made at them. 
Hereunto they added, that the biggeft Ship was 
mo mted with forty Guns, the Second with thirty, 
and the fmalieft with four and twenty. Thefe For- 
ces were much beyond thofe of Captain Morgan ; and 
conlequently they caufed a general Confternation a- 
mong the Pirates, whofe biggeft Vcflel had not a- 
bove fourteen fmail Guns. Every one judged that 
Captain Morgan defponded in his Mind, and was de. 
ftitute of all manner of Hopes, confidering the Dif- 
ficulty of palling fafely with his little Fleet amidfl 
thofe great Ships and the Fort, and the Necefiity 
he was otherwile under of perilhing. How to eicape 
any other Way than this, either by Sea or by Land, 
they faw no Opportunity nor Convenience. Only 
they could have wilh’d that thofe three Ships had ra- 
ther come over the Lake to feek them at Maracai- 
bo , than to remain at the Mouth of the Streight where 
they were ; for at that Paflage they mult of Necefiity 
fear the Ruin of their Fleet, which confifted only, 
for the greateft part of Boats. 

Hereupon, being necefiitated to aft as well as he 
cou’d. Captain Morgan refum’d new Courage, and 
refolv’d to Ihew himfelf, as yet, undaunted with 
thefe Terrors. To this Intent, he boldly fent a 
Spaniard to the Admiral of thole three Ships, de- 
manding of him a confiderable Tribute or Ranfom, 
for not putting the City of Maracaibo to the Flames. 
This Man (who doubtlels was receiv’d by the Spa- 
niards with great Admiration of the Confidence and 
Boldnefs of our Pirates) return'd two Days after, 
bringing to Captain Morgan a Letter from the faid 
Admiral, whofe Contents were as followeth. 

A Letter of Don Alonfo del Campo y Efpinofa , Ad- 
miral of the Spani/b Fleet, to Captain Morgan , 
Commander of the Pirates. 

H /lvi ng underfiood by all cur Friends and Neigh- 
bours, the unexpected News, that you have dar- 
ed to attempt and commit Hoftilities in the Countries , 
Cities , Towns, and Ullages, belonging to the Domi- 
nions of his Catholick Majefiy, my fovereign Lord and 
Majler, I let you underftand by thefe Lines , that l am 
come to this Place , according to my Obligation, nigh 
to that Caftle which you took cut of the Hands of a 
Pared of Lowards ; where I have put Things into 
a 'very good Pofture of Defence, and ?nountcd again the 
Artillery which you had nailed and demounted. My 
Intent is, to difpule with you your Pajfagc out of the 
Lake , and follow and purfue you every where , to the 
End you may fee the Performance of my Duty. Not - 
withftanding , if you will be contented to furrender 
with Humility all the Treafure you have taken , to- 
gether with the Slaves and all other Prifoners, 1 
will let you freely pafs, without Trouble or Mol eft a- 
tion ; upon Condition that you retire home prefently to 
your ow-n Country . But In cafe that you make any 
Reftftance or Oppofition egainft me, and refufe the 
Conditions that I proffer to you, 1 ajjure you ril com- 
mand Boats to come from Caracas, wherein Til jut 
my Troops , and, coming to Maracaibo, will caufe 
you utterly to perifh, by putting you aud every Man to the 
Sword. This is my laft and abfolute Refolution . Be 
prudent , therefore, and do not abufe my Bounty with 
Ingratitude. I have with me very good Soldiers , 
who defire norhing more ardently than to revenge 
themfelves on you and your People, for all the cruel 
and cafe infamous Aflions you have committed upon the 
Spanijh Nation in America. 

From on board the Royal Ship named Magdalen, ly- 
ing at Anchor at the Lake of Maracaibo. 

Don Alonfo del Campo y Efpinofa. 
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As Toon as Captain Morgan had received this Let- 
ter, he called all his Men together in the Market- 
place of Maracaibo ; and after reading the Contents 
thereof, both in French and Englifh, he asked their 
Advice and Refolutions upon the whole Matter, and 
whether they had rather furrender all they had pur- 
chas’d, to obtain their Liberty, than fight like Men 
to keep what they were poffefs’d of. 

They anfwered all unanimoufly, They had rather 
fight, and fpill the laft Drop of Blood they had in 
their Veins, than furrendcr fo eafily the Booty they 
had gotten with fo much Danger of their Lives. A- 
mong the Company, one was found who refolutely 
fpoke thus to Captain Morgan : Take you Care for 
the ref, and I r will undertake to defray the biggefl of 
thofe Ships with only twelve Men, The maimer fe all 
be, by making a Brulot or Fire-Jhip of that V ffel we 
took in the River of Gibraltar : And to the In- 
tent jhe may not be known for a Fire-Jhip , we 
will fill her Decks with Logs of Wood , fa tiding with 
plats and Montera Caps , to deceive their Sight with 
the ReprcfentatiOn of Men, The fame we will do at 
the Port -holes that ferve for the Guns , which Jhall be 
filed with counterfeit Cannon, At the Stern we will 
hang out the Englijh Colours , and perfuade the Enemy 
jhe is one of our bef Men op War , and comes to fight 
them. This Proportion being heard by the Junta , 
was admitted and approved of by every one ; never - 
thelefs their Fears were not quite difperfed. 

For, notwithftanding what had been concluded 
there, they endeavoured the next Day to fee if they 
could eome to accommodation with Don Alonfo. To 
this Effcft Captain Morgan fent him two Perfons, 
witli thefe following Propofi cions. Firil, That he 
would quit Maracaibo, without doing any Damage 
to the Town , or exalting any Ranfom for the firing 
thereof. Secondly, That he would fet at Liberty one 
half of the Slaves , and likewife all other Pri fosters , 
without Ranfom. Thirdly, That he would fend home 
freely the. four chief Inhabitants of Gibraltar, whom 
be had in his Cufiody , as Hof ages for the Contri- 
butions thofe People had promifed to pay him . 
Thefe Proportions from the Pirates being un • 
derftood by Don Alonfo , were inftantly reje&ed every 
one, as being difhonourable for him to grant. Nei- 
ther would he hear a Word more of any Accommo- 
dation ; but fent back this Meftage : That in cafe 
they lurrender ed not them] 'elves voluntarily into his 
Hands , within the fpace of two Days , under the Con- 
ditions which he had offered them by his Letter, he 
would immediately eome and force them to do it. 

No fooner had Captain Morgan received this Mef- 
fage from Don Alonfo , than he put all Things in or^ 
der to fight, refolving to get out of the Lake by main 
Force, and without furrendring any Thing. In the 
firft Place, he commanded all the Slaves and Prifoners 
to be tied and guarded very well. After this, they 
gathered all the Pitch, Tar, and Brimftone, they could 
find in the whole Town, therewith fo prepare the 
Fire-fhip abovementioned. Likewife, they made fe- 
veral Inventions of Powder and Brimftone, with 
great Quantities of Palm-Leaves, very well anointed 
with Tar. They cover'd, alfo, their counterfeit Can- 
non very dexteroufly, laying under every Piece there-- 
of many Pounds of Gunpowder, Befides which, 
they cut down many Out-works belonging to the 
Ship, to the end the Gunpowder might exert its 
Strength the better. Thus they broke open, aifo,- 
new Port-holes ; where, inftead of Guns, they plac’d 
little Drums, of whieh the Negroes make Ufe. Fi- 
nally, the Decks were handfomely befet with many 
Pieees of Wood, drefs’d up in the Shape 9 f Men, 
with Hats, or Monfera's ; and likewife arm’d with 
Swords, Muskets, and Bandeleers, 

The Brulot f or Fire-fhip, being thus fitted to their 
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Purpofe, they prepar’d themfelves to go to the Eil, 
try of the Port. All thfc Prifoners were put into 
one great Boat, and in another of die biggeit they 
plac’d all the Women, Plate, Jewels, and other rich 
Things which they had. Into others they put all the 
Bales of Goods and Merchandize, and other Things 
of greateft Bulk. Each of thefe Boats had twelve 
Men on board, very well arm’d. The Brulot had 
Orders to go before the reft of the Veffels, and pre- 
femly to fall foul with the great Ship. All Thingi 
being in a Readinefs, Captain Morgan exa&ed an 
Oath of all his Comrades, whereby they protefted to 
defend themfelves againii the Spaniards , even to the 
laft Drop of Blood, without demanding Quarter at 
any Rate ; promifing them, withal, that whofoever 
thus behav’d himfelf, fhould be very well rewarded. 

With this Difpolition of Mind, and couragious Re- 
folution, they let Sail to feck the Spaniards , and 
found their Fleet riding at Anchor in the Middle of 
the Entry of the Lake. Captain Morgan , it being 
now late, and almoft dark, commanded all his Vef- 
fels to come to an Anehor, with Defign to fight from 
thence even all Night, if they fhould provoke him 
thereto. He gave Orders chat a careful and vigilant 
Watch fhould be kept on board every Veflel till the 
Morning, they being almoll within Shot, as well as 
within Sight of the Enemy. The Dawning of the 
Day being eome, they weigh’d Anchors, and fet Sail 
again, fleering their Courie diredly towards the Spa- 
niards ; who obferving them to move, did inftantly 
the fame. The Fire-lhip, failing before the reft, fell 
prelently upon the great Ship, and grappled to her 
Sides in a fhortTime; which being perceiv’d by the 
Spaniards to be a Fire-fhip, they attempted to cfcape 
the Danger by putting her off, but in vain, and too 
late : For the Flame luddenly feiz’d her Timber and 
Tackling, and, in a fhort Space eon fum’d all the 
Stern, the Fore-part finking into the Sea, whereby 
flic perifh’d. *1 he fecond Spanifto Ship, perceiving 
the Admiral to burn, not by Accident, but by the 
Induilry of the Enemy, efcap’d towards the Caftle, 
where the Spaniards themfelves caus’d her to fink > 
chufmg this Way oflofing their' Ship, rather than to 
fall into the Hands of the Pirates, whieh they now 
held for inevitable. The third, as having no Op- 
portunity nor Time to efcapc, was taken by the 
Pirates. The Seamen that funk the fecond Sliip nigh 
to the Caftle, perceiving that the Pirates came to- 
wards them, to take what Remains they could find of 
their Shipwreck (for fome part of the Hulk was ex- 
tant above VVatei) fet fire in like Manner to this 
Veflel, to the End the Pirates might enjoy nothing of 
that Spoil. The firft Ship being fet on Fire, fome 
of the Perfons that were in her fwr.ni towards the 
Shore. Thefe the Pirates w'ould have taken up in 
their Boats, but they would neither ask nor admit of 
any Quarter ; ehuiing rather to lofe their Lives, 
than receive them from the Hands of their Purfuers, 
for fuch Reafons as we fhall relate hereafter. 

The Pirates were fo e.xtreamly elevated, by this 
fignal Viftory, obtain’d in fo ftiort a Time, and with 
fo great Inequality of Forces, that they conceiv’d 
greater Pride in their Minds than they had before ? 
and, thereupon, they all prefer. tly ran afhore, in- 
tending to take the Caftle. This they found very 
well provided both with Men, great Cannon, and 
Ammunition ; they having no other Arms than Mus- 
kets,- and a few Fire-balls, in their Hands. Their 
own Artillery they thought incapable, for its Smal- 
n«fs, of making any confiderable Breach of the Walls. 
Thus they fpent the reft of that Day, firing at the 
Garrifon with their Muskets, till the Dusk of the 
Evening j at which .Time they attempted to advan^e- 
nigher to the Walls, with Intent to throw * 
Fire-balls. But the Spaniards, refolving to fd r 
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Lives as dearly as they cou’d, continu’d firing fo 
furioally at them, that they thought it not convenient 
to approach any nearer, nor peril it any longer in the^ 
Difp ate. Thus having experienc’d the Obttin.acy of 
the Enemy, and feeing thirty of their own Men al- 
ready dead, and as many more wounded, they reti- 
red to their Ships. 

The Spaniards , believing the Pirates would re- 
turn the next Day to renew the Attack, as alfo to 
make ufe of their own Cannon againft the Cattle, la- 
bour’d very hard all Night, to put all Things in Or- 
der for their coining ; but, more particularly, they 
employ’d themfelves that Night in digging down 
and making plain fome little Hills and eminent Pla- 
ces, from whence, poftibly* the CalUe might be of- 
fended. 

Captain Morgan, however, intended not to come 
afhore again, but bufy’d himfelf the next Day in ta- 
king Prii’oners fome of the Men who dill Twain alive 
upon the Waters, hoping to get Part of the Riches 
that were loft in the two Ships that perifh’d. Among 
the reft, he took a certain Pilot, who was a Stranger, 
and who belong’d to the letter Ship of the two, with 
whom he held much Difcourfe, enquiring of him fe- 
verat Things 3 in particular, what Number of People 
had been in thefe three Ships ; whether they expe&ed 
any more Ships to come 3 from what Port they fet 
forth the laft Time, when they came to feek them 
out. His Ahfwer to all thefe Queftions, was as fol- 
lowed, which he deliver'd in the Spdnijb Tongue : 

44 Noble Sir, be pleas’d to pardon and fpare ine, and 
44 permit no Evil to be done to me, as being a Stran- 
4t ger to the Nation I have ferv’d, and I lhall fincere- 
“ ly inform you of all that pafs’d till our Arrival at 
“ this Lake. We were fent by Orders from the 
44 Supreme Council of State in Spain, being fix Men 
u of War well equipp’d, into thefe Seas, with In- 
* 4 flruttions to cruize upon the Engtijh Pirates, and 
14 root them out from thefe Parts by deilroying as 
{c many of them as we cou’d. 

44 Thefe Orders were given, by rcafon of the News 
<e brought to the Court of Spain of the Lofs and 
44 Ruin of Puerto Velo, and other Places. Of all 
44 which Damages and Hoftilitics committed here 
ce by the Englijb^ verydilrnal Lamentations have of- 
(e ten times penetrated the Ears of the Catholick 
44 King and Council, to whom belongs the Care 
4 ‘ 3Jid Piefervation of this new World. And tho’ 

44 the Spanifh Court kith many Times, by their Am- 
“ bafftdors, fent Complaints hereof to the King of 
44 Eng/and ; yet it hath been the conftant Anfwer of 
“ his Majefty of Great Britain , That lie never gave 

any Letters Patents nor Commiftions for the acting 
44 any Hollility whatsoever againil the Subjects of the 
44 King of Spain. Hereupon; the Catholick King, 

44 being refolv’d to revenge his Subjetts; and punith 
44 thoie Proceedings; commanded fix Men of War 
** to be equipp'd ; which he fent into thefe Parts un- 
“ der the Command of Don Juguftin dc Buftos, who 
44 was conftituted Admiral of the faid Fleet. He 
“ Commanded the biggeft Ship thereof, nam’d Nejira 
u Scnora de la Soledad, mounted with eight and 
“ forty great Guns, and eight fmall ones. The Vice- 
li Admiral was Don Alonfo del Campo y Efpinofa, 

44 who commanded the fecond Ship call’d la Concept 
u tian, which carried forty-four great Guns, and 
** eight fmall ones. Befides which Vettels, there 
€l were alfo four more ; whereof the firft was nam’d 
4 4 The Magdalen , and was mounted with thirty-fix 
44 great Guns, and twelve fmall ones, having on 
44 board two hundred and fifty Men. The fecond 
44 was call’d St. Lewis, with twenty-fix great Guns, 

44 twelve fmall ones, and two hundred Men. The 
44 third was call’d la Marquefa, which carried fixteen 
* ( great Guns y eight fmall ones, and one hundred and 


44 fifty Men. The fourth and laft, Nejira Sennora 
44 del Carmen , with eighteen great Guns, eight 
fmall ones,- and likewile one hundred and fifty 
44 Men. 

44 We were now arriv’d at Cartagena, when the 
44 two greateft Ships receiv’d Orders to return to 
44 Spain, as being judg’d too big for cruizing upon 
44 tnefe Coafts. With the four Ships remaining, Don 
44 Alotifo del Campo y Efpinofa, departed from thence 
,£ towards Campeche, to feek out the Englijb. 
44 We arrived at the Port of the faid City, where 
44 being furprized by a huge Storm that blew from 
44 the North, we loft one of our four Ships 3 it be- 
44 ing that which I named in the Place among the reft, 
44 From hence we fet Sail for the Ifle of Hifpaniola ; 
44 in fight of which we came within few Days, and 
44 diretted our Courfe to the Port of Santo Domingo . 
44 Here we received Intelligence, that there had 
44 patted that Way a Fleet from Jamaica, and that 
44 fome Men thereof having landed at a Place call’d 
44 Alta Gracia , the Inhabitants had taken one of 
44 them Prifoner, who confetted their whole Defign 
44 was to go and pillage the City of Caracas . With 
41 this News Don Alonfo inftantly weighed Anchor, 
44 and fet Sail from thence, crotting over to the Con- 
44 t incut, till we came in fight of Caracas. Here 
“ we found not the Englijb 3 but happened to meet 
44 with a Boat, which informed us they were in the 
44 Lake of Maracaibo , and that the Fleet confifted of 
44 feven finaJl Ships and one Boat. 

44 Upon this Intelligence we arrived here 3 and 
44 coming nigh unto the Entry of the Lake, we fhot> 
44 off a Gun to demand a Pilot from the Shore. Thofe 
44 on Land perceiving that we were Spaniards , came 
44 willingly unto us with a Pilot, and told us that the 
44 Englijb had taken the City of Maracaibo, and 
that they were at preient at the Pillage of Gibral- 
tar. Don Alonfo, having underftood this News, 
made a handfome Speech to all his Soldiers and 
44 Mariners, encouraging them to perform their Duty 
4< and withal promifing to divide among them all they 
44 fhould take from the Englijb. After this, he gave 
44 Order that the Guns which he had taken out of 
44 the Ship that was loft, fhould be put into the Ca- 
ttle, and thefe mounted for its Defence, with two 
44 Pieces more out of his own Ship, of eighteen 
44 Pounds each. The Pilot, conduced us into the 
44 Port, and Don Aloyfo commanded the People that 
were on Shore to come into his Prefence; to whom 
lie gave Orders to repottefs the Cattle, and re-en- 
44 force it with one hundred Men more than it had 
44 been before its being taken by the Englijb. Not 
4f long after, we received News that you were re- 
4 4 turned from Gibraltar to Maracaibo ; to which 
4 4 Place Don Alonfo wrote you a Letter; giving you 
‘‘ Account of his Arrival and Defign, and withal ex- 
44 horting you to reftore all that you had taken. This 
44 you refufed to do ; whereupon, he renewed his 
44 Promifes and Intentions to his Soldiers and Seamen, 

44 and having given a very good Supper to all his 
People, he perfuaded them neither to take nor 
44 give any Quarter to the Englijb in the approach- 
u ing Attion. This was the Occafion of fo many 
being drowned, who dared not to crave any 
44 Quarter for their Lives, as knowing their own In- 
<£ tendons of giving none. Two Days before you 
44 came againft us, a certain Negro came on board 
44 Don Alonfo'% Ship, who fpoke thus to him: Sir , 

44 be plcafed to have great Care of yonrfclf ; for the 
44 Englifh have prepared a Firejhip , with Defign to 
burn your Fleet. But Don Alonfo would not believe 
<c this Intelligence, his Anfwer being, How can that 
44 be? Can they have Hit enough to build a Firefbip ? 

44 Or what Inftrumcnts have they to do it withal 
The Pilot abovementioned, having related fo dif- 
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tin&ly all the a fore Caul 'Things to Captain Morgan, 
was very well ufed by him, and, after fome kind 
Proffers made him, remained in hi. Service. He 
difcovered moreover to the Captain, that in the Ship 
that was funk, there was a great Quantity of Plate, 
even to th£ Value of forty thoufand Pieces of Eight; 
and that it was certainly the Occafion they had often- 
times feen the Spaniaids in Boats about the faid 
Ship. Hereupon, Captain Morgan ordered that one 
of his Ships lhould remain there, to watch all Occa- 
fions of getting out of the laid Veffd what Plate 
they could. In the mean While, he himfelf, with 
all his Fleet, returned to Maracaibo , where he re- 
fitted the great Ship he had taken of the three afore- 
mentioned. And now, being well accommodated, 
he chofe it for himfelf, giving his own Bottom to one 
of his Captains. 

After this, he fent agtin a MefTenger to the Ad- 
miral, who was e leaped on Shore and got into the 
Callle, demanding of him a Tribute or Kanfom, for 
the Town of Maracaibo , to preferve it from Fire ; 
which being denied, he threatened entirely to con- 
fume and dellroy it. The Spaniards, confidering 
how unfortunate they had been all along with thole 
Pirates, and not knowing after what manner to get 
rid of them, concluded among themfelves to pay the 
faid Ranfom, although Don Alonfo would not confent 
to it. 

Hereupon, they fent to Captain Morgan to ask 
what Sum he demanded. He an live red them, that 
he would have thirty thoufand Pieces of Eight, and 
fve hundred Beeves, to the Intent his Fleet might be 
well victualled with Flelh. This Ranfom being paid 
he promifed them to give no farther Trouble to the 
Prifoners, nor to caufe any Ruin or Damage to the 
Town. Finally, they agreed with him upon the 
Sum of twenty thoufand Pieces of Eight, belides the 
fve hundred Beeves. 'The Cattle the Spaniards 
brought in the next Day, together with one part of 
the Money : And while the Pirates were bulled in 
falting the Flelh, they returned with the rell of the 
whole Sum of twenty thoufand Pieces of Eight, for 
which they had agreed . 

Bat Captain Morgan would not deliver, for tint 
Prefen t, the Prifoners, as he had promifed to do, by 
Rcafon he feared the Shot of the Artillery of the 
Callle at his going forth of the Lake. 1 lereupon, he 
told them he intended not to deliver them, till fuch 
Time as he was out of that Danger ; hoping by this 
Means to obtain a free Puflage. Thus he fet Sail 
with all his Fleet in quell of that Ship which he had 
left behind, to feek for the Plate of the Veffel that 
was burnt. He found her upon the Place, with the 
Sum of fifteen thoufand Pieces of Eight, which they 
had purchafed out of the Wreck ; belides many other 
Pieces of Plate, as Hilts of Swords, and other Things 
of that kind. Alfoa great Quantity of Pieces of Eight, 
that were melted and run together by the Force of 
the Fire of the faid Ship. 

Captain Morgan fcarcc thought himfelf fecure, 
neither could he contrive how to fhun the Damages 
the faid Callle might caufe to his Fleet. Hereupon 
he told the Prifoners, that it was necefTary they lhould 
agree with the Governor to open the Pafiage with Se- 
curity for his Fleet ; to which Point if he lhould 
not confent, he would certainly hang them all up in 
his Ships. After this Warning, the Prifoners met 
together to agree on the Perfons they lhould depute 
to the faid Governor Don Alonfo ; and they afligned 
fome few among them for that Embafiy. Thelc 
went to him, beleeching and Supplicating the Admi- 
ral that he would have Companion and Pity on thofe 
aftliCled Prifoners who were as yet, together with 
their Wives and Children, in the Hands of Captain 
Morgan . And that to thk End he would be pleated 
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to give his Word to let the whole Fleet of Pirates 
freely pafs, without any Mdlellation : Forafmuch as 
this would be the only Remedy of faving both the 
Lives of them that came with this Petition, as alfo of 
thofe who remained behind in Captivity ; all being 
equally menaced with the Sword and Gallow's, inc;le 
he granted not this humble Requell. But Don 
Alonfo gave them for Anfwer, a (harp Reprehenfion 
of their Cowardice, telling them. If you had been as 
loyal to yonr Kiug in hindring the Entry of thefe Pi- 
rates, as IJhall he in oppofing their going out , you had 
never caufed thefe * Troubles neither to your ft Ives nor to 
our whole Nation ; which hath fuff ere d Jo much through 
your P ujillanmity . In a ll ord, I fhall never grant 
your Rcqitefl ; hut ft? all endeavour to maintain that 
RcfpcSl witch is due to my King , according to my 
Duty. 

Thus the Spaniards returned to their fellow Pri- 
foners, with much Conllernation of Mind, and no 
hopes of obtaining their Requell ; telling to Captain 
Morgan what Anfwer they had received. His Re- 
ply was, If Don Alonfo will not let me pafs, I will 
find Means hovj to do it without him. Hereupon, he 
began prefently to make a Dividend of all the Booty 
they had taken in that Voyage ; fearing lell he might 
not have an Opportunity of doing it in another Place, 
if any Tempeil fhouid arife, and lcperate the Ships: 
As alfo being Jealous that any of the Commanders 
might run away with the bell Part of the Spoil ; which 
then lay mnch more in one VelTel than another. Thus 
they all brought in, according to their Laws, and de- 
clared what they had, naviug before-hand made an 
Oath not to conceal the lead Thing from the Publick. 
The Accounts being call up, they found the Value of 
two hundred and fifty thoufand Pieces of Eight, in 
Money and Jewels, befides the huge Quantity of Mer- 
chandizes and Slaves. The Dividend of which Pur- 
chafe was unde to every Ship or Boat, according to. 
their proper Share. 

The Divilion being made, the Queilion dill remain- 
ed on Foot, how they lhould pafs the Callle, and get 
out of the Lake : At Jail, they agreed to make Ufe 
of a Stratagem, of no ill Invention, which w r as as 
followed. On the Day that preceded the Night 
wherein they determined to get forth, they embark’d, 
many of their Men in Canoes, and rowed towards the 
Shore, as if they defigned to land them. Here they 
concealed themlelves, under the Branches of Trees 
that huug over the Coait, for a w hile, till they had 
laid themfelves down along in the Boats. Then the 
Canoes returned to the Snips, with the only Appear- 
ance of tw o or three Men rowing them back, all the 
rell being concealed at the Bottom of the Canoes. 
Thus much only could be perceived from the Callle ; 
and this A£tion of falle landing of Men, for fo we 
may call it, was repeated that Day feveral Times. 
Hereby the Spaniards were brought into Perfwafion, 
that the Pirates intended to force the Callle by lcaling 
it, as foon as Night fhouid come. This Fear caufed 
them to place moll of their great Guns on that Side 
which looks towards the I. and, together with the 
main force of their Arms leaving the contrary Side, 
belonging to the Sea, almoll deftitute of Strength and 
Defence. 

Night being come, they weighed Anchor, and by 
the Light of the Moon, without fetting fail, com- 
mitted themfelves to the ebbing Tide, which gently 
brought them down the River, till they were nigh 
to the Callle. Being now almolt againll it, they 
fpread their Sails \\ ith all the Halle they could pof- 
fibly make. The Spaniards perceiving them to ef- 
cape, traufported with all Speed their Guns from the 
other Sid* of the Callle, ana began to fire very furi- 
oafiy at the Pirates. But thefe, having a favourable 
Wind, were ahnoll pail the Danger, before thofe of 
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the Caftle could put Things into convenient order of 
Offence : So that the Pirates loft not many of their 
Men, nor received any confiderable Damage in their 
Ships. Being now out of the Reach of the Guns, 
Captain Morgan fent a Canoe to the Caftle with fome 
of the Prifoners : and the Governor thereof gave 
them a Boat that every one might return to his own 
Houfe. Notwithftanding this, he detained the Hof- 
tages he had from Gibraltar , by reafon thofe of that 
Town were not as yet come to pay the reft of the 
Ranfom for not firing the Place. Juft as he departed. 
Captain Morgan ordered feven great Guns with Bul- 
lets, to be fired againft the Caltle, as it were to take 
his Leave of them. But they anfwered not fo much 
as with a Musket-fhot. 

The next Day after their Departure, they were 
furprized with a great Tempeft, which forced them 
to call Anchor in the Depth of five or fix fathom Wa- 
ter. But the Storm increafed fo much, that they 
were compelled to weigh again, and put out to Sea, 
where they were in great Danger of being loll. For 
if on either fide they Ihould have been call on Shore, 
either to fall into the Hands of the Spaniards, or of 
the Indians , they would certainly have obtained no 
Mercy. At laft, the Tempeit being fpent, the Wind 
ceafed; which caufed much Content and Joy in the 
whole Fleet. 

While Captain Morgan made his Fortune by pil- 
laging the Towns abovementioned, the reft of his 
Companions who feparated from his Fleet at Cape de 
Lobos , to take the Ship of which were fpoken before, 
endured much Mifery, and was very unfortunate in 
all their Attempts. For being arrived at the Ifle of 
Savona, they found not Captain Morgan there, nor 
any one of their Companions. Neither had they the 
good Fortune to find a Letter, which the Captain, 
at his Departure, left behind him in a certain Place, 
Avhere in all Probability they would meet with it. 
Thus, not knowing what Courfe to fteer, they at 
laft concluded to pillage fome Town or other, where- 
by to repair their Fortune. They were in all about 
four hundred Men, divided into four Ships and one 
Boat. Being ready to fet forth, they conftituted an 
Admiral among themfelves, by whom they might be 
directed in the whole Affair. To this Effect they 
chofe a certain Perfon, who had behaved himfelf very 
couragioully at the taking of Puerto Vela, and whofe 
Name was Captain HanfiL This Commander re- 
folved to attempt the taking of the Town of Com - 
mana, feated upon the Continent of Caracas , nigh 
threefcore Leagues from the Weft Side of the Ifle de 
la Trinidad. Being arrived there, they landed their 
Men, and killedTome few Indians that were near to the 
Coaft. But approaching to the Town, the Spaniards , 
having in their Company many Indians , difputed with 
them the Entry fo briskly, that, with great Lofs, and 
in great Confuiion, they were forced to retire towards 
their Ships. At laft, they arrived at Jamaica , where 
the reft of their Companions, who came with Cap- 
tain Morgan , continu'd to mock and jear them for 
their ill Succefs at Commana ; often faying to them. 
Let us fee what Money you brought from Commana, 
and if it be as good Silver as that which we bring 
from Maracaibo. 

But left we ihould weary our Readers with a too 
long Account of the Depredations of one Man, we 
fhall be more concife in the remaining Part of this 
Narrative, and reduce the great Number of Adven- 
tures that ftill remain to be related, into as little Room 
as poffible. 

Not long after Captain Morgan's Arrival at Ja- 
maica, he found that Debauchery and Excefs had 
reduced the greateft Part of his Officers to the fame 
State of Indigency they were often in before. This 
was a Motive fufficient to engage him in new Ad- 


ventures; and tho 1 his Crew was pretty well dif- 
perfed about the Country, he found no Difficulty in 
getting them together again by Letters. 

The Place of Rendezvouz was Port Coullion , a 
French Town, over againft the Ifland de la Vaca. 
Here he called a Council, who agreed to lend four 
Ships and one Boat, mann'd with four hundred Men, 
over to the Continent , to rifle fome of the neighbour- 
ing Villages for bread Provifions ; while others of 
them hunted in the Woods, killed and falted a great 
Number of wild Bealls ; and the reft were employed 
in refitting all their Veffels. 

The four Ships were beclamed near the Mouth of 
the River de la Hacha , for fome Days, in which 
Time they were perceiv’d by the Spaniards , who hid 
their Goods, and prepared to retire themfelves on 
Occafion. Here they took a good Ship laden with 
and the next Morning Landed in fpite of the 
Maiz, while the Men where endeavouring to efcape, 
Refiftance made by the Spaniards , whom they pur- 
fu«d a long Way, torturing thofe they took, in a 
grievous Manner, to make them difeover their Wealth, 
which fome of them did ; fo that in fifteen Days 
they amafs’d a great Quantity of Plate and other 
moveable Goods. This, however, did not content 
them ; for they fent into the Woods for more of the 
Inhabitants, whom they oblig'd, with thofe they had 
already taken,to pay four thoufand Buftiels of Maiz for a 
Ranfom, and to prevent their burning the whole Town. 

The Return of thele Ships to the Fleet, after ah 
Abfence of five Weeks, was the Occafion of great Joy. 
Having equally divided the Maiz and Flelh, they 
fleered their Courfe for Cape Tiburon , being in all 
thirty feven Sail, with two thoufand fighting Men 
on board, befides Mariners and Boys. Morgan's 
own Ship mounted twenty two great Guns, and 
fix fmall ones, all Brafs ; the reft carried fome twenty, 
fome eighteen, fome fixteen, the fmallcft four ; be- 
fides a great Quantity of Ammunition. For the 
better Management of this Fleet, he divided it in- 
to two Squadrons, conftituting a Vice-Admiral to 
command one, with proper Officers under him, as in 
his own Divifion. He then fummoned together all 
the Captains, gave them Letters-Patent, to commit 
all manner of Hoftilities againft the Spaniards , as 
Enemies of the Englifh Nation, and made them fign 
Articles, in which it was ftipulated, that he himfelf 
Ihould have a hundredth Part of what was taken ; 
every Captain the Share of eight Men, befides his 
own ; the Surgeon two hundred Pieces of Eight, for 
his Cheft of Medicines ; and every Carpenter one 
hundred Ditto, above common Salary. The Rewards 
were as follows : For the Lofs of both Legs, one 
thoufand five hundred Pieces of Eight, or £fteen 
Slaves ; for the Lofs of both Hands, one thoufand 
eight hundred Pieces of Eight, or eighteen Slaves ; 
for one Leg or one Hand, fix hundred Pieces, or fix 
Slaves ; for an Eye, one hundred Pieces, or one Slave. 

To him that Ihould firft enter any Caftle, or other- 
wife fignalize himfelf, the Reward was fifty Pieces 
of Eight. All thefe extraordinary Recompences were 
to be paid out of the firft Spoil. 

From Cape Tiburon they failed for St. Catharine's, 
at that Time in the Poffeffion of the Spaniards , 
where they anchored one Morning before Sun-rifing, 
and landed one thoufand Men, with which the Cap- 
tain marched to the ufual Refidence of the Govern- 
or, but found the Garrifon retired to the leffer Ifland, 
which joins to the great one by a Bridge, and is al- 
moft impregnable. The Spaniards upon perceiving 
them, fired fo furioufty, that they hindred their ad- 
vancing thither all that Day, fo that they were oblig- 
ed to lie on the Ground, where they fuffered a great 
Deal from the violent Rains that fell that Night, be. 
ing almoft Naked, and withal very hungry. In thi s 
F Diftre£ 
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-Diftrefs the next Day, they even eat a diftempered 
old Horfe dm they found in the Fields, which was 
but a final 1 Relief among fo many. 

In the Midlt of this Fatigue, Captain Morgan or- 
dered a Canoe to be rigg’d, and a Flag of Truce to 
be hung out to the Spaniards, threatening withal, 
that if they did Hot furrender in a few Hours, he 
'would pat them ail to-the S void. To anfwer this 
Meffage, the Governor defired to call a Council, 
which being granted, after it was over, he fent two 
Canoes with white Colours to treat Captain Morgan , 
fending two Hollages in the mean Time to the Go- 
vernor. 

The Plenipotentiaries agreed that Morgan fhould 
have the Ifland ; but then, to lave the Governor’s 
Credit, he was to enter the Fort by Attack in the 
Night, fo that he might feeni to take it by Surprize ; 
his Ships at the lame 'l ime making a formal Aflault 
by Sea. It was further concluded, that the Gover- 
nor Ihould be taken Prifoner, and that nodevililh mif- 
chievous Ballets ihould be us’d during the whole En- 
gagement. All tills was pundually obferv’d on both 
Sides. 

The Pirates having taken the Ifland, their next 
War was with the Poultry, Cattle, and other Necef- 
faries for the Belly. Several Days were fpent in fealt- 
ing, and a great many Houfes pull’d down to make 
Fuel of the Timber. The Prisoners were about four 
hundred and fifty Perfons ; one hundred and ninety 
of whom were Soldiers. In the Ifiand were nine For- 
trefies well mounted and provided : the Store-houfe 
was furnifif d with above thirty thoufand lb. of Pow- 
der, befides other Ammunition of all Sorts ; which 
was all carry ’d on board the Pirate-Ships, and the 
great Guns Hopp’d and nail’d. 

Four Ships were now fent with Guides to take 
the Caftle of Chagrc , under the Command of one 
Brodcle . This Caltle is fituated on a high Moun- 
tain, at the Entry of the River, furrounded with Palli- 
fades, or wooder Walls fill’d with Earth. On the. 
Land-Side it has four Bailiow, and on the Sea-fide 
is wholly inaccefiible. Notwithilanding all this Dan- 
ger, thefe reiolute Fellows landed, hazarded an Af- 
uiult, and were beaten back the firil Time with fome 
Lofs, 

In the Heat of the Attion one of the Pirates was 
wounded with an Arrow, which he inllantly pull’d 
out, wrapp’d fome Cotton about it, and difeharg’d it 
from his Mufquet. This Arrow fell upon a Houfe 
thratch’d with Palm-Leaves, and the Cotton, being 
kindled by the Powder, fet it on Fire, which the Spa- 
niards did not perceive till it burnt to a great Qunntiry 
of Powder, blew it up, and caus’d a prodigious Con- 
llemation. 

This Accident gave the Pirates an Opportunity to 
fet the Pallifades on Fire alfo, while rhe Spaniards 
were labouring to extinguifh the other. It was not 
long now before a great many Breaches were made ; 
which the Spaniards defended very bravely, till at 
laft the Pirates got Poffeffion of one defended by the 
Governor him felf, arid from thence proceeded to the 
Caftle, which they were alfo foon Mailers of. The 
Governor was kill’d with a Mufquet-fhot, and many 
of his Men jump’d into the Sea, to avoid being ta- 
ken by thefe Fellows, of whom they entertain’d ter- 
rible Apprehenfions : So that at laft the Prifoncrs a- 
mounted to no more than thirty (and of thefe twenty 
were wounded) out of three hundred and fourteen 
Soldiers, which were in Garrifon. T he Pirates 
themlelves. loft an hundred Men, and had feventy 
wounded. 

As foon as Morgan receiv’d the News of this Ac- 
tion, he left St. Catherine' s, and came to Chagre , 
lofing four Ships at the Entry of the River. He was 
received with great Joy, and having order’d a Garri- 
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fon for the Place, and feiz’d nil the Veffels that lay. 
there, he departed towards Panama, at the Head of 
twelve hundred Men, with but a little Provifions, be- 
caufe he depended on his good Fortune. 

They were nine Days upon the March before they 
faw Panama \ during whicliTime they fuffer’d greatly, 
for want of Food ; the Spaniards having deferred all 
the Villages on a Rumour of their coming, and car- 
ry’d off with ’em all manner of Provifions. Some- 
times a Pipe of Tobacco was all they liv’d on ; one 
Day they eat Leather : Bags which they found; another 
Day Grafs and Herbs : Cats, Dogs, Horfes or Aftes, 
were delicate Food. The ninth Day at Night they 
encamp’d near the City, exprefting their Joy with the 
Sound of Drums and Trumpets, and fealling plenti- 
fully on a great Number of Cattle which they took 
in the Neighbourhood. 

On the tenth Day, betimes, the Captain put his 
Men in Order ; when one of his Guides advis’d him 
to fhun the diredt Road to the City, which Advice 
he follow’d, dilappointing by that Means the Spa- 
niards who Jay in Ambuficade, and obliging them to 
draw together in a Body, and meet him openly. The 
Forces with which the Governor of Panama ad- 
vanc’d, were two Squadrons, four Regiments of 
Foot, and a huge Number of wild Bulls driven by 
Indians . 

The Pirates firftfpyM the Spaniards from the Top 
of a little Hill, and were fo terrify’d at their Num- 
ber, that moft of rhem dreaded the Event of a Bat- 
tle : however, they all refolv’d to engage, and either 
conquer, or die on the Spot ; as they could hope for 
no Quarter from People whom they had fo much 
abus’d. In this Confidence they march’d On, and 
were receiv’d by the Spam aids with a Shout, and an 
Attack from their liorle ; but the Field being quaggy, 
the Cavalry could not do the Service expelled. A 
Party of two hundred Bucaniers, that march’d in the 
Front, gave them a Volley of Shot on their Knees* 
upon which the Battle kindled very warmly, with 
Advantage on the Side of the Pirates. 1 his occa- 
fion’d the Indians to drive the Bulls upon their 
Backs, which put them into fome Diforder $ but the 
Bealls were foon difpers’d with the Noife of the En- 
gagement. 

At the End of two Hours the greatefl part of the 
Spani/h Horfe was kill’d, and the reft fled : The Foot 
difeharg’d their Mufqucts, threw them down, and 
follow’d the Example of the Horfe. A great many* 
hid themfelves, but were moft of them taken and 
kill’d ; among them feveral Monks and Priefts. A 
Captain of the Spaniards, who was brought before 
Morgan, inform’d him cf the whole Strength of the 
Place, both with refpeft to the Men and Fortifications ; 
which induc’d the March towards the Town by ano- 
ther Way. 

After numbring the dead Bodies, which amounted 
to fix hundred Spaniards, and a pretty many Pirates, 
they advanc’d ; but fuffer’d much in die Attack from 
the great Guns planted at every Quarter : yet they 
continu’d to gain Ground in Spite of all Difficulties, 
and in three Hours time carry’d the City. Now they 
flew all that made the lealt Oppofition, and every 
Thing they found was their own ; but the Inhabitants 
had conceal’d their moll valuable Effe&s. As foon' 
as the Heat was over, Morgan affembled his Men,' 
and order’d them to drink no Wine ; telling them 
he was inform’d the Spaniards poifon’d it all : Tho* 
the true Reafon, ’tia thought, of rhis Injun&ion, was 
to prevent their being drunk, and fo encouraging the 
Spaniards to rife, and put ’em all to the Sword. 

The Captain commanded the City to be privately 
fet on Fire in feveral of the moft magnificent Parts ; 
fo that before Night this fine Place was almoft all 
burnt, tho’ no-body ever knew his Motives, Some 
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of his own People murmuring at this Procedure, he 
endeavour’d to fling the Odium on the Spaniards, 
who, ’ twos well known, with feveral of the Pirates, 
aid all in_ tlieir Power to extinguifh the Flames ; 
bur, the Houles being all of Cedar, their Labour was 
to no Purpofe. The Monallries; Churches, Hofpi- 
tijs, &c. in this Place were very nobly built, and 
richly adorn’d, the Number of Houfes was about 
{even Thoufand, of which two Thoufand were grand 
Stmftures : Mott of thee were deilroy’d, together 
with two hundred 'iich Ware -houfes/ £nd a greht • 
many Negroes, who hid themfelves therein. After 
doing all this Mifchief, the Pirates retir’d; and en- 
camp’d in the Field in Potture of Defence ; appre- 
hending they fhould be attack’d again by the Spa- 
niards, who were Hill much their Superiors in Num- 
ber. 

When they found themfelves fafe they return’d 
md plunder’d the Ruins, finding a great deal of Plate, 
tnd other Things that the Fire could not dellroy. 
They then purttPd the Inhabitants who were fled and 
00k above two hundred of them Prifoners. 

A Ship that had been fent to the South-Sea, now 
■eturn’d, with three fmall Prizes, and informed the 
Captain that thev had miffed a Galecn richly laden, 
md but of fmall Strength : Their Debaucheries had 
>een the Occafion of this Negleft, which now fuffi- 
•Jently troubled them ; and Morgan could not forbear 
ending a Boat well arm’d after the Booty, but in 
rain. Atter. this, four Boats more were fent out, 
vith no other Succefs than the taking a few fmall 
Peflels $ the Lading of fome of which, indeed, was 
lot inconflderable. Jlon-voy rhat had been fent to 
Uoagre, return’d alfo about this Time, and brought 
'Jews of a Spanifo Sh»p that had been taken tnere in 
he Captain’s Abfence. 

Thus while the Trade of Piracy went on at Cha- 
\re , Morgan continued at Panama , making daily In- 
■oads in Parties, into all the adjacent Countries. 
The Riches hereof, were almoil inettimable, as the 
Cruelties exercifed were incredible. One miferable 
Wretch they found in the Houfe of a Man of Quality, 
with a Pair of TaiFety Breeches on, and a fib er Ivey 
ranging to them. They ask’d him for the Cabinet 
.vhich that Key belong’d to ; and on his telling them 
le knew nothing of it, and had only put on the Bree- 
ches becaufe lie found them in his Matters Houfe, 
rhey disjointed his Arms on the Rack, and twitted a 
Cord about his Forehead fo hard, that his Eyes were 
ready to gulh out ; then they hung him up by the 
Pedicles, and beat him violently in that Potture ; af- 
terwards they cut off his Nofe and Ears, and fing’d 
his Face with burning Straw. When they found he 
could not fpeak, and confequently make no Confef- 
ion, they Ordered a Negro to run him tliro’ with a 
Lance. 

Prietts and religious People were ufed the wortt of 
dl, and no Sex nor Condition was fpared; except fuch 
Women as fubmitted to their Lull. A Lady of 
£Ood Quality was brought before the Captain, young 

I ind very beautiful : He ordered her to be lodg’d by 
herfelf, and attended with great Refped; notwith- 
ftanding Ihe begged to be put with the other Pri- 
foners, becaule Ihe fufpe&ed he had a Dettgn upon 
her Chaftity. This civil Treatment continued fe- 
deral Days^ fo that Ihe began to entertain a more 


favourable Opinion of the Captain, than Ihe had 
been taught before : But the Scene foon changed 
again, when, upon her obftinately refufing to com- 
ply with his lafeivious Deflres, ihe was ordered to be 
lirip’d ahnoft naked, put into a natty Cellar, and al- 
moll ttarv'd to Death ; fo that rhe Pirates commiferat- 
ed her Condition, and the Captain was oblig’d to 
charge her with holding Correfpondence with the 
Spaniards, to defend himfelf from the Refen tment 
of hh own ^Comprrrw.y 

r. We mutt not' 'hou^verC omit one A£t of Juttice. 
When the Prifoners were all put to the Ranfom, 
this Lady informed the Captain, that Ihe had lent 
two Monks for rhe Sum required, which they had 
receiv’d; and converted to their own Ufe. This 
.Fad was enquired into, and found true ; whereupon 
. the Lady was diicharg’d; and the Monks taken and 
puniih’d according to tlieir Deierts. Such an extra- 
ordinary Example of Conttancy and Virtue, could 
not fail of having fome Eflfecl, even upon Morgan 
himfelf, in the midtt of his Barbarities. 

A Plot among fome of the Pirates was now dif- 
< covered to Morgan , ( their Deflgn was to have run a- 
way with a Ship, and let up for themfelves in the 
South-Sea: To prevent this, their Matts were cut 
down and burnt. i The Captain alfo ordered all the 
Artillery of the City' to be fpoil’d, and commanded 
all the Prifoners to procure a certain Sum for their 
Ranlom, within three Days j threatning to tranfport 
fuch as fail’d to Jamaica. The Mifery of thefe un- 
happy Wretches was very great, lb that, what with 
the fear of Slavery, and want of Provifions, nothing 
was to be heard but Cries and Lamentations. 

When the Pirates left Panama, they had with 
them one hundred feventy five Bealls of Carnage, la- 
den with Gold, Silver, and other valuable Goods. 
Upon tne Road they took more Prifoners, and fuch 
as could not pay their Ranfoms, were a finally ,ran- 
fperted. At about half Way to Chagre, all the Com- 
pany were learched; to fee that they had concealed 
nothing contrary to their Articles ; the Captain dif- 
fering the Enquiry to begin with himfelf. They 
found all Things in good Order at Chagre , till divid- 
ing the Booty put them into Confuhon, feveral of 
the Company taxing Morgan to his Face with keep- 
ing the bell Jewels to himfelf ; for they thought it 
impoflible that no more than two hundred Pieces of 
Eight per Head Ihou’d arife from fo much as they 
had taken. 

Morgan, finding he began to grow obnoxious to 
the whole Company, Hole away privately with two 
or three Ships from St. Catharine's, which he de- 
ttgned to have fortify’d and kept for himfelf : But he 
was foon Hop’d in his Purpofe, by the Arrival of a 
new Governor to Jamaica , who fent the old one Home 
to give an Account of his Aflions. Some of the Pi- 
rates were now taken and executed ; and the Vigilance 
and Seventy of this Gentlemar put a final Period to 
the Depredations of Captain Morgan, and to all the 
Account that we have ever receiv’d concerning him. 

We make no doubt but the furpriimg Variety of 
Adventures contained in this Life, will fufficiently 
compleat the Whole; ’twou’d have been very eafy 
to have made it as much longer, and yet have related 
nothing but authentic Fads. 
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The Life of Capt PHILLIP STAFFORD 


C APTAIN Stafford was bom about the 
Year 1622. at a (hull Village in Berkjhire , a- 
bout (even Miles from Ne^wberrj. His Father 
was a Sort of a Gentleman-Farmer, having about 
fifty Pounds a- Year of his own Edate £ upon which, 
by the Help of his Indullry, he lived in a very com- 
fortable Manrier. Our Philip was an only Child, 
which made the Farmer very careful to bring him up 
as handfomely as he was able. He fen t him to School 
firit in the Country, afterwards to the Free-School at 
Reading ; at both which Places his Improvements was 
as confiderable as could be expefted from one of his 
Age ; and indeed might have been much greater, had 
his Application been equal to the Sprightlinefs of his 
Wit, and common Vivacity of his Temper. Thefe 
Qualifications, however, fhewed themfelves more to 
Advantage in the other Parts of his Life, than they 
did in a fedentary Courfe of Study : His Conven- 
tion, even almoft in his Childhood, was very agree- 
able, as his Refentment was generally fatal to thofc of 
his own Age and Stature. Never a Lad in all the 
Parifhes round, but would fhudder at the Name of 
Philip Stafford , and if he was not always the belt 
Scholar, he was indifputably the Head Boy in every 
School he went to. 

His Father defign’d him for the Heir of his Induf- 
try, as well as of his Ellate ; and therefore put him 
out to no Trade ; but when the Time generally allot- 
ted for the Education of young Men of a moderate 
Fortune, was expired, he took him Home to the Plow, 
and, as foon as he conceived him equal to the Bur- 
then, gave him the whole Management of his Af- 
fairs* Phil, was a tolerable good Farmer, but a much 
better Ringer, Wreftler, and Back-Sword-Player; in 
all which Exercifes he was looked upon as the Hero of 
the whole Country. The excellent Mr. Waller tells 
us in one of his Poems, that if ffulius Caefar had 
been born in the Country, of obfeure Parents, 

He who fuhdud the World had been 
But the be ft Wreftler on the Green. 

We may reverfe thefe Lines, with refpeft to young 
Stafford , and venture to affirm, that a very little Af- 
ftltance would have help’d fuch a promifing Genius 
to have made a confiderable Figure in fome exalted 
Station. 

He had imbib’d in his Infancy fuch Principles of 
Religion and Loyalty, as are common to Men in his 
Father’s Circumdances ; thefe were ftrengthened by 
the Company he afterwards kept, and the manly A- 
mufements he daily followed ; fo that when the Ci- 
vil War broke out, between King Charles I. and his 
Parliament, Stafford was one of the drft of his County 
that voluntarily entered into the Service of his Sove- 
reign. He continued in the Army, through the 
whole Series of that unnatural Rebellion ; and we 
have no Reafon to doubt but he behaved with a great 
deal of Bravery, though his Aftions are buried and 
loft in the univerfal Condition of the Times. We have 


not Only all the Other Particulars of his Life, whic 
arc recorded, to fupport fuch a Prefumption, but th 
Military Honours he received, are an undeniabl 
Proof, that he ditiinguitiied himfelf on fome extrr 
ordinary Occafion ; for the Tide of Captain, whic 
he afterwards bore, was really conferred on him, whil 
he was in the Service. 

Every one is acquainted with the difmal Cataftrc 
phe of thofe unhappy Troubles. As foon as th 
King was dead, and the Rebels had got all into the 
Hands, the Royalilts were obliged to fhift from Plat 
to Place all over the Nation ; and to ufe all the cat 
tionary Means they could invent, to fecure themfelve 
The imall Patrimony of Mr. Stafford was fequefteret 
among the many larger Eftates of Gentlemen, wh 
had continued in their Duty to the lad ; and he foe 
found himfelf in no Opacity of getting a moderai 
Subtiflance. What was to be done in fuch a Situ; J 
tion as this ? He looked every Way and could fee n 
Profpeft of an honed L velihood. This at lad detei 
mined him in the Couife which he immediately fe 
into, and which intitlcs him to a Place in this Co 
leftion. The Refolution he fet out with, was, t 
raife Contributions among the Enemies of his Made 
only, whom he vow’d never to ipare in any Thing 
wherein he had an Opportunity of doing any Damag 
either to their Perfons or Edates. 

Wc iliall now view our Captain in his new Cha 
rafter, and proceed to a Relation of the mod remark 
able and diverting Adventures, that are recorded c 
him, without propofing any particular Method, whic. 
it would be impoffible to follow. 

An antient rich Republican, who was pretty dee 
in the Iniquity of the Times, had married abeautifi 
young Lady of large Fortune, the Daughter of 
worthy Cavalier his Relation, by whofe Death th 
Damfel fell into his tenacious Hands. He had pro 
phaned the facred Ordinance of Wedlock , purely ti 
keep the Subtiance of his deceafed Kinfman to him 
fell, and to gratify the leacherous Remains of his car 
nal Appetite. Who could blame a Woman of Taft< 
for being ditiatisfy’d in fuch Circumdances ? Staffon 
had known her Father, and did not at all quedior 
getting the Lady’s Favour, if he could but once gei 
into her Company. In order to this, he puts on the 
Habit of the Party, and gets himfelf recommendec 
to the old Saint for a Servant : He afted his part fc 
well, that he was hired without much Difficulty, anc 
in a very little while, had won the Heart of Jus Ma-, 
dcr ; fo that he was admitted to converfe freely with 
both him and Madam : The lad was all he wanted 3 
and it was not long before he found an Opportunity 
of difclofing his Mind to her, who was as fenfible o : 
the ill Ufage die had met with, as Stafford could de- 
fire her. In Ihort, our C ientleman was now fuppliec 
with all the Money die could fqueeze from her vene- 
rable Pifture of Mortality, and enjoy’d betides, every 
other Favour, which a jolly perfonal Man could ex- 
peft from a beautiful young Woman full of Defires. 
They took every Opportunity of being in each otherh I 

Company, I 
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Company* and the good Grace this Affair was carried 
on with, made the old Gentleman imagine, if at any 
Time he found them together unexpectedly, that they 
only met to converfe on fpiritual Subjefb, for the mu- 
tual Edification of each other. This Amour in Time 
brought the Lady heartily todefpife her Husband, and 
to take a Pride in impofmg upon his Credulity, and 
even upon his Scneis ; Stafford and fhe formed fuch a 
Plot of the latter kind, as, I believe, can hardly be 
paralelled, which they executed in the following Man- 
ner : 

Our Cornuto lived in feme Splendor, like the reft 
of the Saints, who at this Time had the Manage- 
ment of Alfairs. He had a handfome well-built 
Houfe, and a very decent Garden, enclofed with an 
high Wall, and planted, among other Things, with 
Variety of Fruit-Trees. At the furtheft Recefs of 
this Plot was a wide-fpreading Pear-Tree, and it was 
now the Time of Year that the Pears were ripe. Cor - 
nuto and his dear Half were one Evening walking in 
the Garden, ’till they came to this Pear-Tree, when 
the Lady all of a fudden were feiz’d with a violent 
Longing for fome of the Fruit : The compaiiionate 
old Gentleman would have help’d her, if he could, 
but there was not a Bough in his Reach, which Ma- 
dam knew before. There was no other Way to get 
the Pears than by calling Stafford % accordingly, 
Stafford was called, and he immediately mounted up 
into the Tree. He was no fooncr there, than he be- 
gan to lift up his Eyes, and blefs himfelf! Dear Sir, 
lays he, iff you 'will do fuch Things, he fo good as to go 
a little out of my Sight : One would think you fthould 
have a little more Regard to yourfelf, than to enjoy 
your Spoufe before the Face of a Servant : Good God ! 
are you in fuch a Hurry that you can i ft ay dill you get 
hack to the Houje? You have a good Btd and private 
Chambers there — — Beftdcs, one vould think the 

Nights are long enough to fatisfty your Deft res in . 

The poor Woman feemed to be in a ftrange Surprize 
to hear Stafford run on at this unaccountable Rate. 
Is the Fellow in a Dream ? quoth fhe, Wl:at is it 
you mean by enjoying one another , and fatisfying cur 
Defer es ? Are we not both fitting upon the Grafs- Plot , 
and looking at you? Come down, pray now, and let us 

know what you arc talking about . Accordingly 

Stafford came down, and the old Gentleman began to 
be very merry with him f Well Stafford fays he, do you 
fee me car r efts your Miftrefs now ? Not juft now, re- 
ply’d Stafford, but P ll be burn d alive, if 1 did net fee 
you do it about three Minutes ago , upon this vay 
Place ; or elfe the Pear-Tree is enchanted \ and made 

it feem fo. Enchanted ! fays the old Gentleman, 

Fetch me a Ladder , and I'll examine this Enchant- 
ment . Away goes Stafford, fetches a Ladder, fets it 
up again ft the Tree, and the old Man very orderly af- 
cends : He was lcarcely got up before our Wag had 
boarded Madam in earneft, and the poor Cuckold was 
ftruck with Admiration : And are you really doing no- 
thing now ? fays he. — Doing f Madam replied in a 
Teeming Paffion, what fthould we be doing of? I hope 
you don't think me fuch a Fool, as to let you fee it, if I 
had a Mind to make you a Cuckold / Verily , fays he, it 
appears to me, that Stafford has at this Time got thee 
in his Arms ; but it mufti be the Tree then . After this, 
he lat very contentedly, ’till the Paftime was over, 
and then came as contentedly down, wondering at 
what he had beheld. Madam propofed to have the 
Tree cut down immediately, that it might no more 
exhibit fuch wicked Sights, and Stafford was ordered 
to proceed to the Execution. 

After this abominable Pear-Tree was reduced to 
Afhes, Stafford continued in the Family a confider- 
able Time, without the leaft Sufpicion on the Side 
of his Mailer, or the leafl Indifference on the Side 
of his Miftrefs: Favours were heaped upon him 


by both Parties for his good Services, and Madam 
and he were every Day merry with the Story above 
related. 

An Heir was born to the old Gentleman’s Eftate, 
whom lie look’d upon as the Fruit of his own La- 
bour, and our two Lovers were fufficicntly pleafed 
with the good Man’s Credulity. But Stafford, after 
all, was no whining Inamorato though Madam was 
heartily in love with his Perfon, ’twas her Wealth that 
kept him fo long in her Arms : He began to look 
upon the whole Sex with an equal Eye, and waited 
only for an Opportunity to make a good Booty, and 
feek his Fortune upon other Ground, The Part of a 
Gallant no Man performed better, nor imitated that 
of a Lover more naturally than Stafford : He hadbe- 
fides all that was graceful and engaging in his Beha- 
viour, as well as his Perfon. The Afcendant, which 
by thefe Means he had gained over the Soul of the 
young Gendewoman, foon made him Mailer of all 
her Secrets : He leam’d that there was in the Houfe a 
Cafket of Jewels to the Value of fifteen hundred 
Pounds, and where it was depofited ; nay, fhe had 
gone fo far as to fhew him this Treafure, one Day 
when her dear Moiety was gone out, and made him 
at the fame Time a Prefent of a very pretty Diamond 
which fhe thought would not be miffed. She had 
moreover given him the Hiflory of every Jewel, told 
which belonged to her Grandmother, which to her 
Aunt, and which the old Man had got by Sequeftra- 
tion, and made her a Prefent of. It is believed by 
the Country Wenches, that if they give a Gipfy any 
Piece of Money out of their Pocket, fhe will be fure 
to get the whole quickly after. Stafford in this Af- 
fair was a real Gipfy, and he accounted the whole 
Cafket his own, from the very Moment fhe had dealt 
thus openly with him : He looked upon the Ring 
which fhe had given him, as a fort of Earneft ; and 
waited only for a proper Opportunity to receive the 
whole Sum in Grofs. 

It was, however, neceffary to take a pretty Deal 
of Precaution, in order to put fuch a Defign as this in 
Execution: The whole Plot mull be regularly laid 
in fuch a Manner, as that no Imputation of the Fe- 
lony might light upon him. All this could not con- 
veniently be done, without an Aflociate, and every 
one was not to be trufted in fuch an Affair. It was 
fome Time therefore before he could bring every 
Thing to look favourably upon his Projeft. At lait 
he met with a proper 'Fool, who had been an old 
School-Fellow of his j a Fellow abandoned to all Senfe 
of Honour and Honefty, and who was always ready to 
execute the blackeil Defign ; yet at the fame Time 
fo eafily impofed upon, that it was no difficult Mat- 
ter for fuch a Man as Stafford to reap all the Advan- 
tage of his Villainy. His Name was Ton: Pretty, and 
being the Son of a French Refugee, he boafted, that 
he was defeended from an Admiral of France, who 
was very famous in fome War about a hundred Years 
before. This he would aflert with a moft confum- 
mate Aflurance, and if any one afk’d him the Name 
of his Grandfather the Admiral, he would as confi- 
dently tell them a Name that was never feen in the 
French Hiftory ; affirming with a thoufand Impreca^ 
tions, that he won Fights that were never heard of, 
in Years when all Europe were at Peace. Tom . was a 
Hatter by Trade, and by his Effrontery , had got 
pretty good Bufinefs among a Company of young 
Gentlemen, who loved a Song better than they judged 
of it ; for he pretended to be a great Mafter of Vo- 
cal Mufick. He pretended, I fay, to be fo ; for in 
Reality, though he had a Voice as ftrong as an Afs, 
he had no more Harmony in it, than the faid unfor- 
tunate Animal, whom he alfo refembled in feveral o* 
ther Refpeds ; particularly in being a Beall of Burden. 
In the Theory of Mufick he had fo little Skill, that he 
G had 
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had never learn’d his Notes, and when the Scholaflic 
Word Gammut has been mention'd in his Company, 
he has been heard very gravely to afk, what Gammer 
they were talking of. Befides this, he would fre- 
quently vapour with a very great Air, and fwear, 
that there was never a Man in England of his Inches, 
that could match him. When he has been affronted 
by a Fellow much lefs than himfelf, in fuch Manner 
as no Man of Spirit would have born ; his ufual Me- 
thod of coming off, was, by Saying he was afham’d 
to fet his Wit to fuch an underfiz’d Braggadoccio. 
If the Man happened to be full-fiz’d, he was certainly 
troubled either with the Gout, or the Gravel. In a 
Word, Thomas Pretty was a fecond Falftaff for Boaft- 
ing and Cowardice, tho’ for Wit and Contrivance he 
was many Degrees behind that antient corpulent 
Knight. 

This Digreffion on the Character of Tom . will be 
pardoned, when the Reader lhall find by-and-by, that 
it was very-neceffarv, in ‘order to give his Adlions their 
true Colour. In writing the Life of any Man, ’tis 
one Half of the Work to draw a juil Pi&ure : To 
make Tom s Pi&ure compleat, I fhould have added. 
That he was continually talking of Favours, which 
he had received from the Ladies, though in Reality, 
he was defpifed by the whole Sex. 

This Mon, by negle&ing his Bufinefs, and fpend- 
ing his Money, on Purpoie to tell his Adventures, 
and let others hear him fing, being now reduced to 
Extremity, Stafford thought him the beft Inftru- 
ment he could make ule of, provided he could employ 
him in the Work, when there was little Danger ; 
©therwife he very much fufpe&ed his Courage. He 
had procured a Key to the Door where the Jewels 
were lodged, and he rook an Opportunity to convey 
them out at a Window to Pretty , leaving the Cafement 
open, with all the vifible Marks of its having been 
forced without Side. He took Care alfo to It ve a 
Ladder left under the Window, and to h ive fo much 
Noifemade as might confhm the Suipicion of 3. Sea- 
lado, in the Morning when the Lofs was dilcovered. 
The Mailer and Ivliilrds, while this was done, lodg'd 
In a Summer-Houfe in the Garden, which they fre- 
quently did during the pleafunt Time of the Year. 
Stafford wa 3 the firffc who gave the Alarm in the 
Morning, and all the rell of the Servants remembered 
the Noife, and faw the Ladder. There was 
not much Sufpicion of any of die Servants, and of 
Stafford • there was the lead of all, as he had always 
behaved in fuch an extraordinary Manner ; fo that 
our good Couple quickly gave up their Jewels for 
loft. 

The Captain ftaid long enough in the Houfe after 
this, to prevent their thinking he went away with 
any other View, than that of getting a better Place, 
and he took Care, during this Time, to ferve his lov- 
ing Miftrefs to the utmoft of his Strength and A- 
bility. The jewels were all fold in a very private^ 
Manner, almoil to their full Value, and Pretty recei- ' 
ved a Gratuity fufficient to retain him in the Captain’s 
Service, with whom he afterwards joined in feveral 
Adventures. 

Stafford was very careful to get a little Love, as 
well as Money in every Place he came to ; and there- 
fore he always paid a particular Regard to the. Ladies. 
He knew a proper Application to them was the bed 
Means of robbing their Hulbands in every Senfe of 
the Word $ for there are few Women who will not 
fneriflee every Thing to a Man who has obtained what 
we commonly call the laft Favour, which is alfo com- 
monly the firft Favour they grant. The Captain, 
however, met with one who was an Exception to this 
general Rule. She was young, and very handfome, 
but withal an unreafonable Coquet, though ftie had 
been married two Years, Our Hero found Means at 


a Ball to declare his Prflion, which indeed, this once, 
was almoil real. But what a Surprize was it to one 
who had hitherto found his Perfon a fufiicient Recom- , 
mendation, when he heard a Woman talk of his 
making her a Prefent of an hundred Guineas, and con- | 
tinue deaf to all other Propofals, tho’ he had feveral 
Times the Pleafure of her Company ! He got ac- 
quainted with the Husband, went daily to fee him, 
eyed the Lady, fighed, writ Billets, and, as often as 
he could, fpoke his Mind 5 but Hill an hundred Gui- 
neas were demanded. Stafford, in fpite of his Rea- 
dinefs upon all other Occaiions, was very much to feek 
in this: An hundred Guineas was a great Deal of 
Money to give for a Miftrefs, Abundance too much 
for a Gentleman of his Trade, without a Profpedt of 
doubling the Sum by the Bargain. At laft a lucky 
Thought came into his Head ; He had been now a 
pretty while intimate with her Husband, and by his 
Appearance and Expences, given him Room to think 
he was a Gentleman of Fortune y he defired him 
therefore, one Day to lend him an hundred Guineas 
upon his Word, in order to his making up a five 
hundred Pound Sum for a Purchafe, which he was a- 
bout : This he eafily obtain’d, by producing Bank 
Notes for the four hundred Pounds more, which he 
really had remaining from the Sale of the Jewels. The 
hundred Guineas being procured, he foon got the 
Lady’s Good-Will, and a Day was appointed to 
make him happy, when the Husband was to be out of 
the Way, and feveral to be invited to a fmall Colla- 
tion, to prevent any Sufpicion. 

The Day being come, Stafford takes the hundred 
Guineas with him, and goes to the Houfe while they 
were all at Dinner : He pulls out the Bag ; Madam , 
fays he, your Husband lent me an hundred Guineas a 
few J Fecks ago ; and having the Money by me, I took 
this Opportunity to bring it you , which is the fame 
Thing, as though 1 gave it him, provided thefe Gen- 
tletnen and Ladies will he Witnejfes of the Payment. 
The Company all promifed to take Notice, and Ma- 
dam, not knpwing any Thing of iier Husband’s Af- 
fair, and fuppofmg it was the Money agreed on, 
which lie prefen tea m this Manner only to impofe 
merrily upon the Company, received it with all the 
goo 1 Humour imaginable. Wnen the reft of the 
Gueits were gone, Stafford \ wlio eafily enough found 
Excuie for ltaying lair, obtain’d all his % Deiires, and 
got the Favour repeated feveral Times into the Bar- 
gain. ¥ 

In a little Time the good Man came Home, and 
the Captain took the firft Opportunity to pay him 
a Viiit, when he told him, that he had given the 
Money to his Wife fuch a Day, while he was ab- 
fent. The Woman, to be fure, looked at him, but 
durft fay no more than juft to acloiowledge the Re- 
ceipt, with which her Husband was very well content- 
ed. Stafford had now all he wifhed for, and he 1 
took Care to get this Adventure whifpered all over 
the Neighbourhood. 

How add foever it may feem' for a profeffed Cheat 
as Stafford now certainly was, to part with an hun- 
dred Guineas, which he had once got Pofleflion of, 1 
every one who is acquainted With Intriguing will ( 
confefs, that fuch a mailerly Stroke as this, was worth I 
two hundred of any Man’s Money in England, efpe- 
cially, if he was fo full as Stafford was at the Time 
when this was afted. The Captain, through the 
whole Courfe of thefe Memoirs, will appear a per- 
fect Gallant : AH the End he propofed to himfelf 
in getting Money, was the indulging his Appetites ; 
and is it any Wonder that a Libertine, with four or 
five hundred Guineas at Command, fhould fling away 
one hundred for the fake of enjoying a beautiful Wo- 
man, and outwitting an artful Coquete at the fame 
Time ? Befides, ’tis very probable he was unwilling 
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juft now to lofe his Credit in the Country where he at 
prefent quartered, having perhaps Tome greater Ad- 
vantage in View, than tiiis would have been, had he, 
thought good to embrace it. 

But we mu it not do by poor Tom. Pretty as Butler 
did by his Bear and Fiddle, juft excite the Reader’s 
Curiofity, and then fay no more about him. We 
have already given you his CharaXer, and we now 
proceed to one of his Adventures. Stafford could ne- 
ver kifs the Miftrefs, but Tom . would endeavour to do 
the fame to the Maid ; ’tis true he generally met with 
little Succels ; but then he always boafted of a great 
Deal. While he talk’d of nothing above a Servant, 
the Captain took no Notice of the Matter but when 
the Adventure above recited was in Hand, our Bully 
pretended he had received the laft Favour from a Lady 
whom Stafford, though not to his Man’s Know ledge 
had before addrefted to no Purpofe. The Captain 
had fo good an Opinion of the Gentlewoman's Cha- 
ftity and Sincerity, that he fui'peXed the Truth of 
Tom's Aftertion ; and therefore communicated the Af- 
fair to Iris (for fo we chufe to call her.) She at iirft 
refented the Affront, as a Woman of Spirit ought to 
do ; but when fhe was informed what the Fellow was, 
her Anger changed to Difdain, and fhe refolved to be 
revenged in themerrieft Manner fhe could invent. To 
this End it was proper to engage Perfons who would 
promote her Defign ; and it was not long before fhe 
pitched upon a jolly Couple in the Neighbourhood. 
Stafford was to tell Tom , that fuch a Woman had con- 
fented to come and lie with him all Night, provided 
fhe could get any Body to fleep in his Place : For , 
fays he, to Jleep is all you will have to do: Mrs. — — ■ 
has inform'd me, that her Husband has never turned 
to her , or fo much as fpoke to her in Bed, thefe feven 
Tears paff . He comes Home about Eleven, half drunk, 
falls ajleep in two Minutes , and fnores like a Hog till 
next Morning , when he gets up, and departs in the 
fame peaceable Manner ; You have nothing to do, but 
to be quiet. Leave the good JFoman to introduce you. 
Tom , to be fure, was willing to oblige his Matter, and 
accordingly promifes to be ready. The Hour is come ; 
he is very decently drelfed with a Night-Cap, and put 

into Mr. 's Bed. After he had been there about 

Half an Hour, comes his Bed-Fellow, without a Light, 
as Le had been informed was his Cuftom, and flips 
into his Place. Tom , from this Moment, was afraid to 
cough, fpit, or even to breathe, much lefs to come 
near his Chum. He lay upon the very extremity of 
his Bed, in fuch a Manner, that his Nofeand his Knees 
met ; he contraXed himfelf that you might have put 
him into a Peck ; all for fear an amourous Fit fhoald 
feize his new Companion, andhefhould happen to put 
his Hand, or any Thing elfe, upon that unhappy Part 
whten would difeover all. Now and then a Foot, now 
and then an Arm touches the unhappy Tom', he 
ftuinks like a feniitive Plant : What then was his Con- 
dition, wnen his Bed-Fellow embraced him clofely, 
and lay a coniiderable Time in this Pofition ? When 

Morning aproached, the fuppofed Mr. rings a 

Bell ; Tern began to mutter over his Prayers to him- 
felf, and make a very folemn Vow for his Delivery, 
that if he came fafe out of this Danger, he would 
never offend in the fame Manner: He thought over all 
the Sins of his Life, in particular the many CharaXers 
which he had afperfed of honeft Women, at leaft for 
what he knew. Suppofe him now all in a cold Sweat 
a full Hour together; for fo long it was from the 
1 i me of ringing the Bell, till any Perfon entered. At 
laft came in Stafford, the Gentleman of the Houfe, 
who he thought was a-bed with him, and his Wife ; 
all with Lights in their Hands. Now was he more 
furpriz’d than ever, efpecially when he faw Iris, of 
whofe Favours he had fo often bragg’d, jump out of 
the Bed, and half difeover her naked Breafts, to let him 


fee what a Heaven he lnd loft. This once in his 
whole Life, Tom. was alham’d : *Tis needlefs to fay 
that all the reft of the Company were merry : They 
* were half an Hour contriving what further Punilh- 
ment to inflict on him. They concluded at laft to 
tofs him in a Blanket, and then make him, on his 
bare Knees, alk Pardon of Iris, and fwear lolemnly 
never more to boall of receiving Favours from Wo- 
men, who had fcarce ever fpoke to him. All this 
was punXually performed to the great Mortification of 
poor Thomas, and the entire fatisfaXion of all the reft 
prefent, more particularly of the injur'd and revenge- 
ful Iris . 

_ This Affront, one would have thought, was fufK- 
cient to have made Ton:, change his Matter ; but he 
was fuch an infenfible Animal, that, except the few 
Minutes when he was immediately in Tribulation, 
he never refented the higheft Indignity. Stafford 
was as ready as any Man to take Advantage of his 
Temper, not only for his own Diverfion, but for the 
Diveriion of his Acquaintance ; fo that poor Pretty 
was the Fiddle of all Companies ; nor was it a little 
that he contributed to his own Difquiet, by Relations 
which he would frequently make of his Adventures. 
One Thing he would boaft of, was, his having been 
befet with two Foot-pads one Evening late, whom he 
difarm’d and ftripped : And then, faid he, as Ido 
not delight in Blood, I very mercifully let the Rogues go 
about their Bufnefs. Then he would prodiire fome 
of the Spoils, as he called them. The Truth of this 
being enquired into, it was found, that at the very 
Time and Place which Tom. fpedfy’d two Gentlemen 
having left their Swords, Canes, and Cloaths under a 
Tree, while they walhed themfelves, before they 
came out of the Water, they were all carried off 
very dexteroufly, and they had never difeovered the 
Thief. 

Bat we mutt leave the Servant a little, and return 
to the Matter, in order to relate an Adventure, in 
which wc have no Account that Thomas had any 
Hand. It happen’d that Stafford was riding along 
very folitarily on the Weftern Road one miferable 
cold Day : His Defign was only to gc and fee his Re- 
lations, having at that Time Money enough ; and it 
was not cuftomary with him to rob any Body while 
the Stock was high : But Fortune threw a very con- 
fiderable Prize in his Way, in the following Man- 
ner : 

Juft as he came to the Entrance of Maidenhead- 
Thicket, he efpied an old formal Gentleman trotting 
before him : As he looked upon him, by his plain 
Coat, and broad-brimmed Har, to be one of the 
Godly, as they were then univerfally called, he im- 
mediately refolved, contrary to his Intention in tra- 
velling, to take hold of the Opportunity, and try 
the Depth of the old Man’s Pocket. He foon came 
up with Mr. Primitive, and began fuch Converfatiort 
as is common to Travellers ; more Particularly, the 
Severity of the Seafon occafioned a pretty many Re- 
flexions, as they both felt it to a high Degree. I 
hope, fays Stafford, after fuch a terrible Journey as 
this, I Jb all meet with a very good Lodging at Night , 
or elfe I Jhall think the Stars are again ft me indeed \ 
The old Man, upon this, aflumes an Air of Piety, 
and begins to reprehend the Captain for his Prophane- 
nefs in mentioning the Stars, as if they had any In- 
fluence over a Man’s Cireumftances. He told him, 
’twas a beathenifh Manner of exprefling himfelf, and 
very unbecoming the Mouth of a Chriftian : For ?ny 
Part, fays he, I aferibe every Thing that befalls me 
to a wife Providence, and am always content with ?ny 
Lot , as being affured in myfelf that all Things are for 
the beji, and work together for the Good of the Eleli. — 
And do you believe yourfelf to be one of thofe Elcft ? 
fays Stafford **"* * ■■ ■ It is the earneff Dejtre of my 

Soul, 
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Soul, replied the old Man, to find the Evidences ofi it 
in 7 nyfclf ; it is <u:hat I pray fior eaniefily Day and 
Night ; and 1 truly hope, that my Pr dyers afeend with 
a Savour Jhveet fin: el ling and acceptable , and that I 
Jhall receive an Arfiiver of Joy and Peace . Ofi this 
I am the r nore confident, as I have hitherto found, that 
the pious Ejaculations of my Heart have not been in 
vain upon particular Occafions. Here the Captain en- 
deavoured to reform Ids Phiz, and to look as demurely 
as his Companion. Verily Brother, faid he, whoever 
thou art, thy Reproof is jitft ; but as I was upon a 
Journey , and uncertain what the Company was that I 
was thus providentially falleti into, I was willing to 
confortn my ft If to it, for the Security of the outward 
Man . If I had found thee /peaking infuch a Manner 
as had difeovered the Corruption of thy Heart, and pro- 
ved thee to be one of the U7iregenerate, I Jhould have 
endeavoured, as far as it would have appeared confi - 
/lent with my high Character as a Chrifiian, to have 
given thee thine own IV ay in Coverfation. But fince, 
to my unfpeakable Joy and Confolation in this defart 
Place , I have found thee finch as ?ny Heart Would wijh, 

I make no /ample to unbofom fnyjclf unto thee, begging 
that thou would' ft extend thy Bowels of Chrifiian Co?n- 
pajfion unto my IVeakne/s, which occafiotied ?ne to con- 
ceal the real Sentbtients of itiy Soul , thro 1 Timidity of 
thy Per/on, to me unknown. I would furthermore in- 
treat, that thou wouldfi endeavour to make our Jour- 
neying together profitable unto our mutual Edification , 
by a Relation of fomc of thofe Experiences, which thou 
haft hinted to, as the Effett of thy beinz found in the 

II ay of thy Duty. 

The old Hypocrite was tranfported to hear fuch a 
Speech as this, and made no Queflion buthe was lucki- 
ly fallen into Company with a Stone of the fpiritual 
Building, and a Brother Member of the facred Body 
of the Church. “ Forafmuch, reply* dhe, as it feem- 
44 eth to be thy Defire that I fliouldcommnnicate un- 
44 to thee fomething of what I have done in the 
44 Courfe of my Duty, and inwardly experienced as 
44 the Return of my humble Petitions : Know that I 
44 have always, fince I have been made fenfible what 
44 Heart- Work and the Divine Influence mean’ con- 
44 ftantly called for a Elefling upon what I -have un- 
44 dertaken. In an efpecial Manner, when I have fet 
44 out on a Journey, as at prefent, I have been more 
44 earneft in intreating that I might pafs the Road in 
“ Safety ; and that at Night in a good Inn 1 might 
44 take up my Quarters, and repole upon a Bed of 
44 Down. Not fo that I defire to indulge my Tene- 
44 ment of Clay in the Courfe of this my Pilgrimage, 
44 as that I look upon it to be Typical of that eternal 
44 Reft in the which I hope to be received, when I 
44 fhall put ofF this outward Man, this earthly Taber- 
44 nacle ofFldh. It is, my Friend, a Help to my 
44 Meditation on thefe Things, when I lie extended 
44 at Eafein the Night ; and I never yet found, but 
44 that every Particular has been anfwerable to my 
44 Defires, and, indeed, proportioned to the Degree of 
44 Warmth with which I have exprefled them. It is 
44 for this Rcafon, that when I have been diligent in 
44 my Duty, and taken fuch a Quantity of Money in 
44 my Pocket as will bear my expences in a comfor- 
44 table Manner, I am under no Apprehenfions of any 
4< Danger that may attend me. I hope then quotb 
44 Stafford, thou wert not at all wanting this Morning 
44 in thy Exercifes, both for thy fake and my own ; 
44 forafmuch as with thy good liking I am determined 
44 to accompany diee this Evening”. Hereupon the 
old Man alluring him, that he was never in all his 
Life more fervent than that Morning, the Captain 
feemed pretty contented, ’till they came to the Mid- 
dle of the Thicket, when he thought it very proper 
to take the Advantage of the Place, and eafe the old 
Hypocrite of his Money, which was of more Service 
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to him in his getting good Lodging, than all his boafL 
ed Piety ; the latter being only fuperficial. 

To this End, he addrefled him in the following 
Manner : 44 Brother, I perceive by what you have 
44 related, that you are a Man favoured by Heaven 
44 in an extraordinary Degree; and that ’tis impof- ' 

44 Able to hinder you of any Thing that you have once 
44 pray’d for : To what Purpofe then ihould you 
44 carry Money with you ? Now, for my Part, I 
44 cannot pretend to any fuch particular Token of 
44 the Divine Regard ; and therefore, I have no 
44 Room to expert any Thing out of the common 
44 Way ; fo that I think what Money you have a- 
44 bout you will be much more ferviceable to me than 
44 to you, who are certain of the beft Ufage wherever 
44 you come.” The old Man began to flare upon 
his new Companion, and wondered what he was driv- 
ing at ; but he did not remain long in Sufpence ; for 
Stafford told him very plainly. That it would be to 
no Purpofe for him to make many Words, fince he 
was now in Earned : \ therefore , fays he, without Cere • 
many deliver your Money. At thefe Words he clapped 
a Piftol to his Breall, which terrify’d the venerable 
Saint to fuch a Degree, that lie pulled out a Purfe 
with forty Guineas in it, and gave it with a tremb- 
ling Hand. It was now plain, that how fure foever 
our good Man was of Heaven, he was not willing to 
leave the World on a fudden, which is no uncommon 
Cafe. Stafford being willing to fpoil the old Man’s 
Lodging intirely, fhot his Horfe, after he had rifled 
him of every Thing that he had which was valu- 
able, and then forced him a confiderable Way into 
the Thicket, where he bound him fall, and left him 
on the cold Ground. In this Condition he lay 
till next Morning, when he was taken up half- 
dead. 

The Captain, after this Robbery, was very fenfible 
that how bad foever the Lodging of his Round-head 
Companion might be, his own would be as little to 
his Satisfaction if he were taken; he therefore, thought 
it moll advileable to get out of the Main Road as fall 
ashe could. This he did by crofling the Country in- 
to Buckingha/nfhire, and riding till lie thought he was 
out of all Dinger for that Night. He now began to look 
round him for a Light, the only Means he had of 
finding aHoufc at this Time, for it was late. At lafl * 
he efpied one at a confiderable Diltance, and with all 
the Speed his Horfe was MMter of, rode ilrait up to 
it. When he was come to the Gate and had kcocked, 
a young Woman about twenty came with a Candle, 
and feemed not a little furprized as foon as fhe faw 
him. The Captain told his Cafe in the bell Manner 
he could, and after a little Converfation, he found 
that there was no Body in the Houfe but the Maid, 
who came to the Door, and her Miftrcfs, who was 
alfo up, and waiting for her Hufhand to come Home 
from London. 

As the good Man had lent her Word he would not 
fail that Evening, lhe had prepared a very elegant Sup- 
per for his Refrefhment, which had now been J 
ready a confiderable Time ; fo long, that they al- 
moil defpaircd of his coining, and fhe had, juft as 
Stafford came, concluded to lup by herfelf, and go to ' 
Bed. When fhe heard fomebody at the Gate, fhe 
concluded it mufl be her Flulhand, and fent the Maid ! 
to introduce him, while fhe was preparing jufl within' 
the Door to receive him with all the Formality of a 
Wife. Wondring why the Maid llaid fo long, fhe 
alfo came out, and the Captain repeated how he had 
loll his Way, and was grievoufly diftrefled for a 
Lodging. It was impoflible for a Woman of Breed- 
ing and Humanity to .be inhofpi table to a Stranger, 
who appeared fo much like a Gentleman as Stafford 
did, especially now fhe had done expeCting her Lord 
and Matter. Betty was ordered to condutt him to the 

Stable* 
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Stable, and fee that his Horfe was well provided for, 
and then to bring the Gentleman in, who acknowledg- 
ed her Civility in the moil obliging Manner ; and 
made very large Profeflions of Gratitude. Madam, 
in Return, told him how fhe had been difap- 
pointed, afluring him, (he was very glad, fince Things 
had fo fell out, that ihe could oblige fo deferving a 
Gen deman as he appeared to be, w ith what (he had 
provided, adding, that the bed Bed in the Houfe was 
at his Service. There is no Queltion but Stafford 
was fufHciently pleafed with his good Fortune : he re- 
flefted upon what had pail the Day before, and won- 
dered how it came to pafs that the old Man’s Prayer 
(hould be fulfilled to him, after he had fo much in- 
jured him. He could hardly forbear thinking, that 
the blind Goddefs had made a Miilake, and Ihowered 
down her Favour upon the wrong Perfon. In a 
Word, they fat down to Table together, and Staf- 
ford could perceive that the Expectation of her Hus- 
band had raifed fuch Sentiments in the Lady, as 
would fall in with his Wifhes. After Supper they 
began to be more free, and the Captain offered to 
entertain his generous Hoilefs with a Song, which 
was as follows : 

/SONG, 

W Hen firft Procreation began, 

Ere Forms interrupted the Blifs, 

Each Woman might love any Man ; 

Each Man any Woman might kifs. 

The Youth who beheld a plump Lafs, 

Declar’d in few Words his Requeit ; 

Nor whin'd like an amorous Afs, 

Nor ever departed unblell. 

The Girl who was ripe for the Game, 

Look’d out for a fizeable Lad ; 

Then frankly difeover her Flame, 

And what fhe demanded fhe had. 

But while they thus revell’d at large. 

And Bindings increas’d in their Kind, 

The Mother flill bore all the Charge ; 

The Father what Mortal could find ? 

So when great Semi rami s reign’d, 

And Women repin’d at their Lot, 

The Queen Matrimony ordain’d. 

That each might maintain what he got, 

While under this Petticoat Rule, 

The Men were oblig’d to fubmit ; 

The Wife went abroad, and the Fool 
Still own’d all that came to his Net. 

The Men, when it came to their Turn, 

To keep their dear Spoufes at Home, 

Decreed ev’ry Woman lhould burn. 

Who dar’d from her Husband to roam. 

’Twas all a Political Cheat, 

Tho’ urg’d as a Sanfiion Divine j 
It aw’d the dull Croud ; but the Great 
What Precept could ever confine ? 

The Jewilh Lawgiver of Yore, 

And all the old Sages of Greece , 

Themfelves could diipenfe with a Score, 

Tho’ all others had but one a Piece. 

’Twas thought for the Good of Mankind, 

So by ev’ry Senate ’twas pail ; 

The Mob will for ever be blind ; 

And therefore ’tis likely to lail, 
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Still may the Decrees of the State, 

Impale on an ignorant Realm ; 

Let us our own Charter create. 

And do as they do at the Helm. 

Since you have the Beauty to charm. 

And I have the Manhood to pleafe, 

In Love can there be any Harm, 

That fprings from fuch Motives asthefe? 

The Captain had an excellent Voice, and perform- 
ed every Thing with fuch a Grace, that it was im- 
polfible for any Woman living to hold it out long, 
when he began to lay clofe Siege. The Maid was 
fent to warm his Bed and Madam, in the mean Time, 
artfully gave him to underlland how he might leave 
it, and come to hen, when every Thing was flill. 
There is no Occafion to tell the Reader he did fo. 

And now I wifh I could conceal the Sequel of this 
Story. When fuch a gallant Man as our Captain robs 
only for Neceffity, and then makes Choice only of 
fuch Perfons to collefi from, as he of whom we 
have been lafl fpeaking, the Reader is not much dif- 
pleafed with him. There appears fomething fo agree- 
able in the Manner and Circumllances of fuch a Story, 
as takes away a great Deal of the Refentment, which 
Would otherwife arife againll the Felony. But Gen- 
tlemen of this ProfefTion can be engaged by no Fa- 
vours to keep their Hands to themielres, when fuch 
a fair Occafion as this is offered by Fortune. If any 
Thing could prevail, certainly the Obligations ofa beau- 
tiful Lady, who lacrifces her Honour, would have 
this Effefi : But a vicious Habit will gain the Af- 
ceudar.t, even over a Man’s own Refolutions. For 
it has been hinted that Stafford did not ufually col- 
lefi when he had Money, and at this Time in par- 
ticular he had determin’d only to visit his Country, as 
a Gentleman, and return quietly to London , where 
he then refided. It may be obferved further that al- 
moll every Man, once in his Life, does fomething 
very unworthy of, and even contrary to hft general 
Charafier. If therefore this, which we are going to 
relate, be acknowledged as the Captain’s one great 
Foible, the univerfal Weaknefs of human Nature 
will be ready to excufe him in fome Degree. 

But I prevent myfelf in my intended Story, by 
thus endeavouring to palliate it before-hand ; and 
therefore I (hall be as brief as poflible in the Narra- 
tion. 

When the Captain had been in Bed with the Gen- 
tlewoman will be thought the Time proper for his 
Purpofe : He fuddenly bound her in her Bed, and 
threaten’d her with immediate Death, if (he did not 
direfi him to her Keys, and tell him where all the 
Treafure in the Houfe was depofited. The Lady be- 
gan at firll to exclaim againll his Ingratitude, but 
when (he found there was no Remedy, (he fubmitted, 
and direfied him, where he found to the Value of 
three hundred Pounds in Money and Plate, which he 
fecured ; and after he had bound the Maid, that (he 
might not be able to come to her Millrefs’s Affift- 
ance, and alarm the Neighbourhood before he was 
out of their Reach, he went to the Stable, took 
Horfe, and rode for London , by the mod By-Way in 
the whole Country, with which he was well acquaint- 
ed 

* The Reader will perceive by the Song which we 
jud now recited, that Captain Stafford was fome- 
thing of a Poet : He had indeed a very conliderable 
Knack of verifying, and made frequent Ule of it ; 
not only, as in the Cafe above, to compliment his 
Midrefs, but frequently to lafh the Hypocrify of the 
Times ; for tho’ he now and then condefcended to 
make Ufe of the fame Difguife, yet in his Soul he 
utterly abhorred it. He very well knew there was 
H no 
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3 io other Way of infatuating himfelf into the Favour 

the wealtliieft Men in the Kingdom, than by ma- 
king Religion his Pretence ; and there was no Man 
who could counterfeit the affe&ed Auflerity, that ap- 
peared on every Countenance, better than himfelf. 
There was an abfolute Neceflity either of ftarving in 
his Profeflion, or of becoming frequently a Hypo- 
crite ; and of two great Evils he thought the Latter 
moll: eligible. As to his Poetry, it is confidently af- 
firmed, by fome who pretend to authentick Informa- 
tions, that many of the belt fatirical Pieces then pub- 
lifhed, which have fince appear’d under other Names, 
where in reality of his Compofing. In fhort his 
whole Life, with refped to his Religion and Gallan- 
try, was as confufed as the Account which we now 
give of it. He was one Day a Saint, the next a 
Lover, the next a Satiriil, and the next a Highway- 
man, or Impoftor, according as the Occafion offered. 
But we proceed again to Particulars. 

Having, upon a certain Time, got together a con- 
fiderable Quantity of Money, and being under fome 
Apprehenfions of a Difcovery, he made off into the 
North of England ', and took fhelter in a Country 
Village, fo obfcure that it was next to impoflible he 
fhould ever be dete&ed. He was afraid in this Place 
to make any great Figure, or to feem extravagant, 
becaufe he well knew the Country People are apt to 
be very inquifitive into the Circumflances of fuch 
Men ; and, as he was refolved to be as Godly as he 
was able, while he refided here, it was not expedient 
for him to put the Congregation to any Trouble, for 
he had now join’d himfelf to a People who affembled 
in the Neighbourhood, and it was cuflomary in thofe 
Days for a new Member, if he was in any reiped 
fufpicious, to give a very particular Account of him- 
felf. By this prudent management, the Captain not 
only avoided their Inquifition, but made his ready 
Cafh lall a great Deal longer than it otherwife would 
have done. 

In this Place Stafford foon got the Reputation of 
a very good Man, he attended conitantly at publick 
Service, and not only that, but alfo at all their private 
Meetings and Conferences ; when he would frequently 
exercife his own Gift, and pour out a tedious Rhap- 
fody of unintelligible Jargon, with a great Deal of 
feeming Warmth and Affedion. As it was no dif- 
ficult Tiling for a Man of the Captain’s good Senfe to 
be the greateft Orator in fuch a Congregation as this, 
it was but a very little, while before his Tallents were 
every where talk’d of ; he was lent for to all the 
Meetings round about, and publick Thanks were 
frequently return’d to Providence, who had fent fuch 
an eminent Chrlftian among them. It was not above 
a Year that he had been in this Place, before their 
venerable Pallor, who had formerly been an indiffe- 
rent good Taylor, departed this Life. The Sorrow 
on this melancholy Occafion was univerfal, and the 
Caufeof Religion was a Thoufand Times faid to be 
in Danger, by the Lofs of fuch a Subllantial Pillar of 
the Church (for fo they called themfelves) as their 
dear glorify’d Miniller. When the general Lamen- 
tation was a little over, the Flock began to look 
round for one to feed them in the Room of the De- 
ceafed. AH their Eyes were immediately fix’d on 
Stafford, who was elleemed the moll able Brother to 
the important Charge. The Captain had by this 
time waiiled his capital Hock pretty confiderably and 
he mull very foon have been under an abfolute Ne- 
celfity of recruiting by fome Means or other j he durll 
not as yet appear again upon the Road, for he had 
made himfelf fo notorious jult before his retirement, 
that a large Reward had been offered for taking him, 
arid his Perfon had been fo particularly deferib’d, that 
’twas in v*dn to think of difguifmg himfelf. An offer 
cf forty Pounds a Year, befides a Profpeft of other 
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Acquifitions, was not, it may be imagin'd, at this 
Time very unacceptable ; fo when the Elders of the 
Congregation waited upon him in a Body with their 
Refolution, he confented, after due Form, to accept 
of the Propofal. 

The Ceremony of his Ordination is foreign to our 
Purpofe, and therefore we omit it. Behold Captain 
Phillip Stafford, the Hero of thefe Sheets, in a lluf 
Band, and a black Coat and Skull-Cap, mounted be- 
hind a velvet Cufhion, and holding forth with aU the 
Eloquence he was Mailer of, againll all Sin, and 
even the very Appearance of Sin, adviiing tnem to 
crufh the firil Motions of it in their Hearts, and never 
fuffer it to break forth into Practice. Hear him de- 
feribe the Pleafures of a good Confcience, void of 
Oifence towards God and towards Man 1 What a 
Load of Accufations he lay upon his Friend Satan, 
the grand Enemy of Souls, enough to break the 
Back of any poor Devil in ChriHendom J Never was 
Preaching more effe&ual, never was more Weeping 
and Repentance; than among the old Women of 
Stafford's Congregation. Every one exerted herfelf 
to the uttermoll, that the Circumflances of their 
Miniiler might be as eafy as pofiible, and that fuch a 
faithful Labourer in the Vineyard of the Church, 
might not go without his Reward. Prefen ts were 
fent him continually, he was invited to Dinner every 
Day by one or another of the Members, and he lias 
frequently fince protelled, that, bateing the Hypocrify 
which he was obliged to ufe, the Lime lie was a 
Teacher was the plea fan ted Part of his Life. 

Bat the Captain had fomething farther to do for 
his Female Hearers, efpecially for the handfomeit of 
them, than, jull to take care cf their Souls : "This he 
let fome of them underhand the firil Opportunity he 
had, after he iiad perceived himfelf abfolute Mailer 
of all their Hearts, and even their Fortunes. He had 
all the Succtfs lie could wilhfor, without being in the 
lealt fufpedted of attempting any Thing that could 
poflibly call the leafl Blennlh upon his Character. Se- 
veral married Women were delivered of Children, 
who very much refembled the Parfon ; but the good 
Wives had an excellent Excufe for this,- by urging 
the prodigious Attention with which they always 
heard Mr. Stafford preach, and the deep lmprclfion 
which lie always made, both by his Voice and his 
Perfon, when he was in the Pulpit. All this might 
have palTed very w ell as long as he had pleafed, had 
he carried the Jell no further; but, alas; die Cap- 
tain was fo voracious, that, though he had a continual 
Feait, he could not be contented without fome Joints 
which no Body tailed but iuinfelf. The Daughter of 
a leading Man began to grow thick about the Waile, 
and her Parents were very inquifitive into die Mean- 
ing of it. The Girl appeared very ignorant of the 
Matter, and flood in it firmly, that fhe never in her 
Life knew the Difference between the Sexes. The 
old People even began to credit what (he faid, and to 
believe their Daughter, for her extraordinary Piety 
was favour’d by Heaven with a miraculous Concep- 
tion : Stafford, however, would have been the laft 
Man in the Univerfe that they could have any Suf- 
picion of, had not a Billet of his been intercepted by 
the old Man, through the CareJefnefs of a Maid Ser- 
vant, who managed every Thing between diem. 
Who can exprels the Grief and Surprize of the pious 
People upon this melancholy Difcovery ? Mr. Staf- 
ford to be fure was fent for, and the Damfel and he 
brought Face to Face ; yet fo well had the young 
Lady been inilru&fcd, that ihe continued firm in de- 
nying any Knowledge of the Affair. Stafford had 
taken Care to fill the Mind of the Girl with hears of 
eternal Damnation, if (lie ever difeovered a Secret 
that would turn to the Difgracc of the Priefthood j 
and being confident that his Lectures had made Im- I 
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preflions, too deep for any Arguments to eraze them, 
he did not flick to threaten every one that hinted 
their Sufpicions of his Guilt. The Father and Mo- 
ther of the Damfel finding her inflexible, they con- 
cluded it would be much better to conceal their 
Daughter’s Difgrace, by providing for her Lying-in 
in a private Manner, than to expofe her and them- 
felves.to the Cenfures of an ill-natur’d World, by a 
too fcrupulous Enquiry into an Affair of fuch a tender 
Nature. 

Our Ecclefiaflical Captain now began to triumph, 
efpecially when he underftood that there was a Child 
born without any Father but Providence. He had 
no great Defire to interfere with this common Parent 
of the Fatherlefs, in the Educating a Bantling which 
he had taken already fo much Pains to throw entirely 
off his Hands. Abundance of the Members who 
had intimated Things to his Difcredit, were now the 
Ohje&s of Difpleafure in the higheft Degree j and 
he took Care to employ Partizans, w r ho abufed al- 
moft all the honeli Men, that were not fatisfied with 
his Conduft on this Occaiion. The next Sunday 
after the young Gentlewoman was delivered, he had 
the Impudence to addrefs tne following Harangue 
to the Congregation. Friends , Brethren , and Sifters, 
you cannot any of you be ignorant, that a Bajlard 
Child is lately born in this Village, of the Body of 
Mrs. Anne B— , the Daughter of Mr. Thomas 

B , a very worthy Chriftian, and a Member of 

tins Congregation. It cannot , moreover , be any ft range 
Thing to you , when I tell you , that [undry cenforious 
and evil-difpofed Perfons have not /pared their fcan - 
dalous Refleclions and hellijh Machinations againft 
me your P aft or, whom you have never , in the whole 
Courfe of my Miniftry , accufed as guilty of any enor- 
mous Error, fave o?tly fuch as it is hnpojjible for frail 
human Nature to avoid, until this unhappy Time ; 
when it feemeth as though the Prince of the Pozver 
of the Air had taken Pojfejfton of the Hearts and 
Tongues of the Sons of Men, or. Pnrpofe to deceive 
them , and to do De/pight unto that Holy Religion , 
which both I and you profefs, and of which I am a 
weak and unworthy Teacher. But I return Thanks 
to Heaven, which hers always ftrengthened me in my 
Dutv, and enabled me to curb the carnal Inclinations 
of my outward Man, and to keep the Flejh weak and 
low , while the Spirit has been full of Confolation . 
The 1 it might have been fuffeient to convince any a- 
mong you of my Innocence in this Affair ; that 1 have 
hitherto defpifed the Calumnies of the Wicked ; atid 
though no reafottable Man or Woman can have any 
Doubts remaining , after this folem?i Declaration in the 
Prefence of God and this Aftembly , concerning this 
Thing , yet as the Caufe of Religion feems to be wound- 
ed through my Sides , and as I would not for ten those - 
far.d Worlds give the leaft Offence to any tender Con - 
feitnee, I take this Opportunity to notify my Intentions 
of leaving this Place very Jhortly. 

This very infolent Speech produced different Ef- 
fe&s on the Minds of the different Perfons who 
heard it. All thofe who had Penetration enough to 
fee through the thin Artifice, which was only to make 
them engage him more llrongly to continue with 
them, from this Moment began to defpife him, and 
not a few refolved never to hear him any more ; 
but moil of the Women, and a few Men of the weak- 
eft Intelle&s; were almoft driven to Defpair by the 
Thought of lofing their Pallor : They went to him 
immediately after Sermon; and requelled him \tith 
Tears, as he tender’d the Good of their Souls, not to 
leave them ; and our perfect Counterfeit pretended 
that it was with great Reluftance, and only as he 
preferred the Intereft of Religion to all other Views, 
fhat he condefcended to liflen to their Petition. The 
EflFe& of all thefe Difputes was a dreadful Schifm, 
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said Stafford continued fome Time afterwards poffefs- 
ed of the Meeting- Ho ufe, which he made Ufe of 
as ufual, to the Edification of his faithful Adherents; 
but as the Revenue did not now anfwer his Purpofe, 
he at lafl took an Opportunity to leave his little 
Flock without giving tnem any Warning, carrying 
off with him all the Sacramental Plate and Linnen 
to a pretty large Value. 

We fhall give our Readers a Sketch of Mr. Sta ford's 
Opinion in Point of Religion, by prefentmg them 
with a Copy of Verfes which are faid to have been 
written by him while he was in the miniflerial Func- 
tion. 

VERSES. By Capt. Stafford. 

Religion's a Thing very plain. 

If Men would make ufe of their Eyes ; 

’ Tts taught in a barbarous Strain , 

And there all the Myftery lies . 

This Truth the old Catholicks knew , 

So lock'd up its Rules from the Croud ; 

Amus'd them with Splendor and Shew ; 

And haul d for the Church very loud. 

At laft a capricious old Monk, * 

Who elfe would have never been known. 

The Name of his Holinefs funk , 

And thereby exalted his owrr. 

He us'd his vernacular Speech , 

For revet'end Hebrew and Greek ; 

Believe not, faid he, what I teach. 

But take up your Bibles and feek. 

The Seekers arofe from this Hint , 

( Each Man was the Head of a SeSt ) 

Oppos'd one another in Print , 

And won from their Hearers Rejpefi. 

Nezv Parties 'twas 'eafy to gain . 

As eafy to keep them when got , 

By making obfeure what was plain , 

And opening that which was not . 

Since then ' tis a Trade to impofe , 

And Men will not judge for themfelves. 

What Hurt can there be, by the No/e 
To lead a few ignorant Elves ? 

But ’tis Time to have done with the religious Part 
of the Captain’s Life, and to return to that Part 
which more immediately gives him a Place in this 
Book. Indeed, as an Impoilor and Cheat we might 
very juftlv mention him, if he had never been guilty 
of any Attempt upon the Subllance of another Man 
in an open avow’d Manner. But this is not fo di- 
retfly keeping up to what we propofe. 

The lafl Adventure which we (hall relate of thd 
Captain, is, that for which he fuffered : A Farmer of 
confiderable Note in Berkfhire, had been at Reading 
to fell his Com, at a Time when that Commodity 
was very dear. The Farmer had the Reputation of 
being a very honelf good Man, but as the Price of 
Corn was very advantageous to him, he could not 
help being a little elatS by the Succefs he had met 
with at Market ; And he was now riding home in a 
very pleafant Temper, meditating (as he himfeifeon- 
fefled) on the Riches he was about to get for his Fa- 
mily. The Captain overtook him about four Mile£ 
from Reading , and accofled him in a very friendly 
Manner, with Pray, Farmer , what is it a Clock P 
The Farmer being, as I faid before, pretty full of 
his good Fortune, immediately thought Mr. Stafford 
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known him* and alk’d him what Corn was a Load : 
He therefore very readily anlwer’d, Sixteen Pound 
ten the beft Wheat. Stafford guelTed the honed 
Countryman’s Miftake ? bat thought at the fame 
Time that their Convention was likely to turn upon 
a Subject that would be to his 'Advantage : And have 
you. Farmer , Laid he, fold any Wheat for that Price 
to Day P Yes , fays the Countryman, I hanje fold t%vo 
Loads , and I thank God I have got the Money for it in 
7>iy Pocket. This was fpoke very innocently ; for the 
Farmer all the while thought himfelf with fomebody 
that afked him thefe Queftions out of Kindnefs ; but 
he foon found to the contrary ; for the Captain pulled 
a Piftol out of his Pocket in a very fhort Time, and 
clapping it to the Farmer’s Bread, he made him re- 
fund the whole three and thirty Pounds, which he 
had juft received. 

The Captain’s Good-Fortune this Day began to 
leave him ; for he was fcarce got three hundred Yards 
from the Ground where he committed the Robbery, 
before two Gentlemen came up to the Farmer, who 
told them how he had been ufed. The Gentlemen 
being well mounted rode after Stafford with all the 
Speed they could* and in lefs than a Quarter of an 
Hour, overtook and difmounted him. The Money 
was all found upon him, and feveral of the Pieces were 
very remarkable ; fo that he was carried to the next 
Juftice of the Peace, and by him committed to the 
County Jail, where he lay till the enfuing Affixes, 
which vvere not a great while afterwards. 

At the Affixes the Farmer, who was a very con - 
feientious Man, refuted to appear againft the Prifoner, 
becaufe he was not certain whether or no it was the 
fame Man that had robbed him. The Evidence, 
nevcrthelefs, of the two Gentlemen, and of the Mo- 
ney, which anfwered exactly to the Account which 
the Farmer had given of what he had loft, together 
with the bad Charafter of the Captain himfelf in his 
own Country, vvnere he now was, were thought fuf- 
ficient to condemn him ; and the Sentence paf- 
fed accordingly, and a Day was fixed for his Exe- 
cution. 

While Stafford was in Prilon, before his Condem- 
nation, he lived in a very grand Manner : He had a 
Wicket made before the JJ1 Porch to hide his Fet- 
ters, where he ufed to fit frequently with one of the 
Keepers, and convene with Gentlemen of .the beft 
Fafhion in the whole Town. He had, moreover, fett- 
led a Corrcfpondence with feveral of his own Pro- 
feifion, who came to fee him in Prifon. Thefe then 
undertook to refeue him from the Gallows, and after- 
wards to conllitute him their Head. The Report of 
this Compad, by fome Means or other, took Wind, 
before the Time, and the Poft-Boy was ordered what 
to fay, if any Man fhould afk him any Queftions on 
tho Road. This Charge to thePolFBoy was thought 
to be the only Rcai'on why they did not come as they 
had promifed ; for two or three Men well mounted, 
one Day demanded of him when Stafford was to be 
executed, and the Boy told them theufual Day, which 
was now changed to another purely upon the Account 
of this Report. 

The Captain had a new light-colour’d Suit of 
Cloaths made to go to the Gallows in (for he did not 
expert to be hang’d) in which he appeared as tho’ 
he had been going to a Wedding. He had a Nofe- 
Gay in his Bofom, and his Countenance was without 
the lead Appearance of Concern all the Way. As he 
pall by a Tavern, he order’d the Cart to ftop, and 
called for a Pint of Wine, which he drank all off, and 
told the Vintner he would pay him when he came 
back. At the Gallows he llood up, and look’d 
round him very wifhlully fome Minutes, ftill defiring 
more Time. At laft when the Sheriff bid him pre- 
pare, and he faw no Remedy, his Colour was ©b- 
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ferved to change, and he trembled very much, but 
faid nothing. Juft at the Inftant that the Cart was 
ordered to be drawn away, he delivered a Paper to 
the Sheriff, and then was turned off in a great Deal 
of Confufion. The Contents of the Paper were as 
follow : 

It is not merely in Compliance with the common 
Cuftom of Malefadtors, that I Write any ’J hing to 
leave behind me in the World ; if there had not 
feemed a more than Ordinary Necdfity for this De- 
claration from me, upon the Account of my having 
been fo univerfally talk’d of, I fhould have been con- 
tented to have fuffer’d in Silence, what the Juftice of 
the Law has required. 

I confefs not only the Fad for which I Die, but 
alfo almoll all thofe that are laid to my Charge by 
common Fame, befides innumerable others of the 
fame Nature, vet I hope that what I am about to 
offer, will Plead a little in my Favour, and in fome 
Meafures abate the. Horror which many fober People 
are apt to Conceive at the bare Recital of my 
Crimes. 

I was brought up in Principles of Flonour and Vir- 
tue by my Parents, and I continued to Ad agreeably 
to thofe Principles for many Years, as feveral worthy 
Gentlemen now Living can teftify. I can more- 
over call upon a greater Witnefs titan any Mortal to 
atteft, that I have always thought in my Soul nothing 
fo mean and fo Unworthy of human Nature as Fraud, 
of what kind foever it might be. It lias only the Ini- 
quity of the Times, in which it has been my Un- 
happinefs to have lived, that Occafion’d my aban- 
doning in Pradice with my Judgment always ap- 
proved of* Notwithftanding the fains I have taken 
to work myfelf into a Belief that Virtue is nothing 
but a vain Chinuera. 

The Crudty with which all the loyal Party was 
Profecuted during the late civil War, gave me a very 
difpiceuble Opinion of thofe who Executed it. This 
Opinion was afterwards ftrengthened when I beheld 
the fame People dividing among themfelves, and 
ufing an equal Severity towards each other, as any 
one Party got uppermoft. I foon found that their 
Religion was but a pretence, and their Appearance of 
Sandity, nothing more than Hypocrify ; That In- 
tereit was the only Point they purfued, and their 
hyperbolical Cant concerning another World a mere^ 
Engine to draw to themfelves larger Poffeffions in^ 
this, which they had the Confidence to affirm they 
had learn’d intirely to defpiie. Thefe things made 
me Determine, when my Eftate was Quartered, and 
my Principles prevented my getting an honourable 
Subfiitance, to take openly from fome of thofe Hypo- 
crites what they as unjuftiy, thougli more craftily, 
had taken from better People. 

What lies moft heavily upon my Confcience, is, 
my having ever condelcended to deal with thefe Men 
in their own Way, by hi penng upon them under a 
Shew of Piety ; May G d forgive me m this Parti- 
cular! I mull, however, take the freedom toffy. 
That I was never able to match leveril t:nt I Lave 
met with, to whom I have not thought myfelf inferior 
as to my Genius, in this their darling \ ice, Hypo- 
crify ; and that when I moft fucceedea in my Jmpo- 
ftures,it was more owing to a Fluency of Words which 
I always had, than to my Art in counterfeiting their 
Formality in my common Behaviour. 

I fhall not trouble the World with any more of 
thefe Things, which only relate to rny Maker, and 
my own Confcience. Give me Leave to fay, that as 
I have not been a common Offender, I would hope 
my Remains will be treated with a little more De- 
cency, than the Bodies of the unhappy Wretches who 
fuffer at this Place, commonly are. 

As I die juftly, 1 have no Occafion to fay any 
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Thing cohcerning the Inftruments of my Deajh, who 
only excufe what the Law demands. If there are a- 
ny other Perfons, who are confcious that they have 
given me juft Caufe of Offence, let them know that 
I forgive them from my very Heart ; and that I die 
in Peace with all the World, to which I can very 
calmly bid Fareswel . 

In Compliance with Mr. Stafford's Requeft, con- 


cerning his Eody, the Sheriff ordered him to be bu- 
ried under the Tower of St. Mary’s Church at Rea- 
ding : Several Perfons of Falhion honour’d his Fu- 
neral with their Attendance, and the Women in par- 
ticular were obferved to ihed Abundance of Tears. 

AVe are inform’d that his Man Pretty , who had not 
Courage enough to engage iingly in any Enterprize, 
took afterwards to Labour and got his Living in a 
handfome Manner. 


The LIFE of the Golden Farmer. 


T H E Golden Farmer was fo called from his 
Occupation, and paying People, if it was any 
confiderable Sum, always in Gold ; but his 
real Name was William Davis , born at Wrexham in 
Denbighjhire, in North-Wales ; from whence he re- 
moved, in his younger Years, to Sudbury in Gloucefter - 
fmre , where he married the Daughter of a wealthy 
Inn-keeper, by whom he had eighteen Children, and 
followed the Farmer’s Bufmefs to the Day of his 
Death, to fliroud his robbing on the Highway, 
Which irregular Pra&ice he had followed for forty-two 
A r ears, without any Sufpicion among his Neighbours. 

He generally robbed alone, and one Day meeting 
three or four Srage-Coaches going to Salisbury , he 
flopped One of them who was full of Gentlewomen, 
one of which was a Quaker : All of them fatisfied 
the Golden Farmer’s Defire, excepting this Percifcan , 
with whom he had a long Argument to no Purpofe ; 
for upon her foiemn Vow and Affirmation, llie told 
him, fhe had no Money, nor any Thing valuable a- 
b'out her \ whereupon, fearing he fhould lofe the 
Booty of the other Coaches, he told her, he would 
go and fee what they had to afford him, and he would 
Lvait on her again ; fo having robbed the other three 
I Coaches; he returned according to his Word, and 
Ithe Quaker pei filling Hill in her old Tone of having 
nothing for him* it put the Golden Farmer into a 
Irlage, and taking hold of her Shoulder, lhaking her as 
1 l Maftiff does a Bull, he cried, You canting Bitch, 
1/ you dally with me at this Rate, you'll certainly 
wrovoke my Spirit to be damnable Rude with you : You 
Wee thefe good Women here were fo tender hearted, as 
Ip be charitable to me , and you, you whining Whore, 
I \re fo covetous as to lofe your Life for the Sake of 

Bdnmmon. Come, come , you hollow-hearted Bitch, 

Unpin your Purfe -String quickly, or elfe I Jhall fend 
fnd you out of the Land of the Living. Now the 
oor Quaker being out of her her Wits at the bully- 
lg Expreffions of the AVicked One, Ihe gave him a 
lurfe' of Guineas, a Gold Watch, and a Diamond- 
ling, and parted then as good Friends, as if they had 
bver fallen out at all. 

I Another Time this Defperado meeting with the 
rutchefs of Albermarle in her Coach, as riding over 
1 ilisbury- Plain, he was put to his Trumps before he 
p|»uld affault her Grace, by reafon he had a long En- 
i^gement with a Poftillion, Coachman, and two 
potmen, before he could proceed in his Robbery ; 

1 1 having wounded them all, by the difeharging le- 
ral Piftoles, he then approached to his Prey, whom 
found more Refradlory than his Female Quaker 
dbeen, which made him very faucy, and more 


eager for Fear of any Paffengers coming by the mean 
while ; but flill her Grace denied Parting with any 
Thing ; whereupon by main Violence he pulled three 
Diamond Rings off her Fingers, and fnatched a rich 
Gold Watch from her Side, crying to her, at the 
fame Time, becaufe he faw her Face painted. You 
Bitch incarnate , you had rather read over your Face 
in the Glafs every Moment , and blot out Pale to 
put in Red, than give an bonefi Men, as I am, 
a fmall Matter to j up port him on his lawful Occa - 
ftons on Road ; and then rode away as fall as he could 
without Searching her Grace for any Money, be- 
caufe he perceived another Peri'on of Quality’s Coach, 
making towards them, with a good Retinue of Ser- 
vants belonging to it. 

Not long after this Exploit, the Golden Farmer 
meeting witii Sir Thomas Day , a Juftice of Peace liv- 
ing at Briftol, on the Road betwixt Gloucefter and 
Worcefer, they fell into Difcourfe together, and as 
riding along, he told Sir Thomas, whom he knew, 
though the other did not know him, how he had like 
to have been robbed but a little before by a Couple 
of Highwaymen ; but as good Luck would have it, 
his Horfe having better Heels than theirs, he got 
clear of them, or elfe, if they had robbed him of 
his Money, which was about forty Pounds, they had 
certainly undone him for ever. Truly , quoth Sir' 
Thomas Day, that had been very hard ; but neverthe - 
lefs, as you had been robbed hetiveen Sun and Sun, 
t he County, uponfuing it, muf have been obliged to 
have made your Lofs good again ; But hot long after 
this Chatting together, coming to a convenient Place, 
the Golden Farfner fhooting Sir Thomas' s Man’s 
Horfe under him, and 'obliging him to retire fome 
Diflance from it; that he might not make ufe of the 
Piflols that were in his Holfters, he pfefehtfed a Pif- 
tol to Sir Thomas's Breaft, and demanded his Money 
of him. Quoth Sir Thomas, 1 thought Sir , that you. 
had been an honef Man . The Golden Farmer re- 
plied, You fee your Worjhip's mifaken, and had you 
had any Guts in your Brains, you might have per- 
ceived by ?ny Face , that my Countenance was the 
very Pi&ure of mere Necefity ; therefore deliver pre~ 
fently ; for I am in Hajle. Then Sii Thomas Day, 
giving the Golden Farmer what Money lie had, 
which was about Sixty Pounds in 'Gold and Silver, 
he humbly thanked his AA r orffiip, and told him, that 
what he had parted with was not lofi , becaufe he 
was robbed betwixt Sun and Sun, therefore the Coun- 
ty , as he told him, muf pay it again. 

One Mr. Hart, a young Gentleman of Fnfeld , who 
had a good Eflatt, but not over-burden’d with Wit i 
I and 
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and therefore, could fooner change a Piece of Gold, 
then a Piece of Senle, riding one Day over Finchiy- 
Common , where the Golden Farmer had been hunting 
about four or five Hours for a Prey, he rides up to 
him, and giving the Gentleman a Slap with the Flat 
of his drawn Hanger o’er his Shoulders : Quoth he, 
A Plague on you how Jlow you are to make a Man 
wait on you all this Morning : Come deliver what you 
have , and be poxt to you , and go to Hell for Or- 
ders. The Gentleman who was wont to find a more 
agreeable Entertainment betwixt his Miftrefs and 
his Snuff-Box, being furprized at the Ruftical Sort 
of Greeting, he began to make feveral Sort of Ex- 
cufes, and fay, he had no Money about him ; but 
his Antagonift, not believing him, he made bold to 
fearch his Pockets himfelf, and finding in them above 
an Hundred Guineas, befides a Gold Watch, he gave 
him two or three Slaps over the Shoulder again, with 
his Hanger ; and at the fame Time bid him not 
give his Mind to Lying any more, when an honeft 
Gentleman defired a fmall Boon of him. 

Another Time this notorious Robber had paid his 
Landlord above forty Pounds for Rent, who going 
Home with it, the goodly Tenant difguiiing him- 
felf, met the old grave Gentleman, and bidding him 
ftand : Quoth he, Come, Mr. Gravity from Head 
to Foot ; but from neither Head nor Foot to the Heart , 
deliver what you have in a Trice. The old Man, 
fetching a deep Sigh, to the Hazard oflofing fe- 
veral Buttons of his Wailkoat, faid, that he had not 
above two Shillings about him ; therefore he thought 
he was more of a Gentleman, than to take a fmall 
Matter from a poor Man. Quoth the Golden Far* 
mer, I have not the Faith to believe you ; for you feem 
by your Mien and Habit to be a Man of better Cir- 
cutnftance than you pretend ; therefore open your Bud- 
get , or elje I fhall fall foul about your Houfe ■■■ — — 
Dear Sir , replied his Landlord, you cant be fo bar- 
barous to an old Man : What ! have you no Religion , 
Pity* or Companion in you P Have you no Confcience ? 
nor have you no RefpeCt for your own Body and Soul, 
which mu ft be certainly in a miferable Condition , if 
you follow unlawful Courfe:. - Damn you (faid the 
Ten auto him) don t talk of Age and Barbarity to 
me ; for 1 Jbew neither Pity nor Companion to any. 
Damn you, what talk of Confcience to me! I have 
no more of that dull Commodity than you have ; nor 
do I allow my Soul and Body to be governed by Re- 
ligion , but Inter eft ; therefore , deliver what you have, 
before this Piftol makes you repent your Obftinacy , fo 
delivering his Money to the Golden Farmer, he receiv- 
ed it without giving theXandlord any Receipt for it, 
as his Landlord had him. 

Not long after committing this Robbery, overta- 
king an old Grafier at Putney-Heath, in a very ordi- 
nary Attire, but yet very rich, he takes Half a Score 
Guineas out of his Pocket, and giving them to the 
old Man, he faid, There was three or four Perfons 
behind them , who looked very fufpicious ; therefore he 
deftt cd the Favour of him to put that Gold into his 
Pocket ; for in Cafe they were Highwaymen , his indif- 
ferent Apparel would make them believe he had no 
fuch CJmrge about him . The old Grafier looking up- 
on his Intentions to be honeft, quoth he, I have fifty 
Guineas tied up in the fore Lappet of my Shirt, and 
Til put it to that for Security ; fo riding along both 
of them Cheek by Jole, for above Half a Mile, and 
the Coaft being clear, the Golden Farmer faid to the 
old Man, I believe there' s no Body will take the Pains 
of Robbing you or me to Day ; therefore , 1 think 1 had 
as good take the Trouble of robbing you myfelf ; fo 
inftead of delivering your Purfe , pray give me the Lap- 
pit of your Shirt. The old Grafier was horridly ftar- 
tled at thefe Words, and began to befeech him not 


tp be fo cruel in robbing a poor old Min. Pr'y- 

thee, quoth the Golden Farmer, don't tell me ofCru - 
elty; for who can be more cruel than Men of your 
Age, whofe Pride it is to teach their Servants their 
Duties, with as much Cruelty as fome People teach 
their Dogs to fetch and carry ? So being obliged to 
cut off the Lappit of the old Man's Shirt lumfeJf; 
for he would not, he rode away to feek out another 
Booty. 

Another Time, this bold Robber lying at an Inn 
in Uxbridge , he happened into Company with one 
'Squire Broughton , a Barriilcr of the Middle-Temple, 
which he underftanding, pretended to him, that he 
was going up to London , to advife with a Lawyer 
about fome Bufmefs ; wherefore, he fho’dd be much 
obliged to him, if he could recommend him to a 
good one. Counfellor Broughton , thinking he might 
be a t good Client, he beipoke him for himfelf. Then 
the Golden Farmer telling his Buunefs was about fe- 
veral of his Neighbour’s Cattle, breaking into his 
Grounds, and doing a great Deal of M, [chief, the Bar- 
rifler told him. That was very actionable, as being 
Damage Fefant. Damage Fefant, fays the Golden 
Farmer, what's that , pray Sir ? He told him. That 
it was an Action brought againft Perfons when their 
Cattle broke through Hedges , or other Fences , into other 
People's Grounds , and did them Damage. Next Morn- 
ing, as they both were riding towards London , fays 
the Golden Farmer to the Barrifter, If I may be fo 
bold as toajkyou. Sir, What is that you call Trover 
and Converfion ? He told him it fignified in our 
Common Law, an A&ion which a Man has againft 
another, that having found any of his Goods, refufes 
to deliver them upon Demand, and perhaps converts 
them to his own Ufe alfo. The Golden Farmer be- 
ing now at a Place convenient for his Purpofe. Very 
well. Sir, fays he, and fo, if I Jhould find any Mo- 
ney about you, and convert it to ny Ufe, why then 
that is only nClionable I find "' That's a Robbery , 
faid the Barrilter, which / equircs no lefts Satisfaction 
than a Man's Life. A Robbe/y 1 replied the Gold- 

en Farmer, why then 1 rnufi e'en commit one for 
once and not ufe it ; therefore deliver your Money , 
or elfe behold this Piftol jhall prevent you from ever 
Reading Cook upon Liti.eton any more. The Birrif- 
ter, ltrangely furpriz’d at his Client's rough Beiiavi 
our, afked him, If he thought there was neh per Hea 
ven nor Hell, that he could be guilty of fucb wicked 
Actions. Quoth the GQlden Farmer, Why, you Son of 
a .Whore, thy Impudence is very great to talk of Hea- 
ven or Hell to me, when you think there's no Way to 
Heaven, but through Weftminller-Hall. Gome , come, 
down with your Rino this Minute ; for I have other 
guefs Cuftomers to mind, than to nvait on your Arfe 
alt Day. The Barrifter being very loath to part with 
his Money, he was ilill milking on tne Injuftice of 
the Action, faying, It was againft Law and Confci- 
ence to robb any Man. However the Golden Far- 
mer, heeding not his Pleading, he iwore, He was 
not to be guided by Lave and Crr.Jcience any more thaw 
any of his ProfeJJlan, whofe Law is always fumifh- 
ed with a Commiffion to arraign their Conjciences \ 
but upon Judgment given, they ufiially had the Kr.ad 
of fetting it at large. So putting a Piilol to the Bar- 
rifter's Breaft, he quickly delivered his Money, a- 
mounting to about thirty Guineas, and eleven Bronc 
Pieces of Gold, befides fome Silver, and a Gold Watch 
One Time overtaking a Tinker on Black-Heath 
whom he knew to have feven or eight Pounds abou 
him, quoth he, Well overtaken. Brother Tinker, Me 
thinks you feem very devout ; for your Life is a con 
tinual Pilgrimage , and in Humility you go alnioft bare 
foot , thereby making HcceJJity a Virtue .— Ay Mafia 
replied the Tinker, needs mufi , when the Devil drive . 
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\ nd bad you ?io more than I, you might go without 
hoots and Shoes too. — That might be , quoth the 
|}olden Farmer. And I fuppofe you march all over 
■England with your Bag and Baggage? —Ties, faid 
Ihe Tinker, 1 go a great Deal of Ground but not fo 
I m ch as you ride. — — //V//, quoth the Golden Farmer, 
I o where you will' it is my Opinion, your Converfa- 
I ion is unreprove able, becaufe thou art ever mending. 

[i- Iwijh, replied the Tinker, That 1 could fay 

is much by you. — Why you Dog of Egypt, quoth the 
lither, you don't think that I am like you, in obferv - 
I ng the Statutes ; and therefore had rather feal than 
1 >eg in Spite of Whips or bnprifonment . Said the Tin- 
|:er again, Til have you to know to 1 take a great 
Y)eal of Pains for a Livelihood . — Yes , replied the 
I golden Farmer, I know thou art fuch a ftrong Ene- 
I fiy to Idlcnefs, that mending one Hole, you make three, 

father than want Work. -That' s as you fay, queth 

he Tinker ; however. Sir, I wijh you and 1 were 
I virther afunder ; fori' faith 1 don t like your Com- 

I any. - Nor I yours, fJd the other; for though 

bcu art entertained in every Place, yet you enter no 
farther than ihe D or to avoid Svfpicion . — Indeed 
replied the Tinker, I have a great Sufpicion of you. 

Hive you fo, replied the Golden Farmer, why 
1 'hen it Jhall not be without a Caufe : Come open your 
| Valle t forthwith, and deliver that Parcel of Money 
| hat's in it. Here their Dialogue being on a Con- 


clufion, the Tinker pray’d heartily, that he would 
not rob him ; for if he did, he mufi be forced to beg 
his Way Home, from whence he was above an hun- 
dred Miles. Damn you, quoth the Golden Farmer, 
I don't care , if you beg your Way two hundred Miles 
for if a Tinker efcape Tyburn and Banbury, it is bis 
Fate to die a Beggar : So taking Money and Wallet 
too from the Tinker, he left him to his old Gnflom 
of converfmg flill in open Fields and low Cottages. 

After this Encounter with the Tinker, our Adven- 
turer had but a few Franks to play upon the Stage of 
human Life, his Name being now fpread all around 
the Country, fo that Hue -and -Cries were, pretty nu- 
merous after him : In fhorr, there was no Poflib-lity 
to make his Efcape, every one turning his Enemy 
now at the laft Extremity ; when, if Love of Man 
had in influenced them, they fhould have befriended 
him. He was apprehended, and carried' to Goat, 
where, during his Confinement, he behaved v/ith the 
fame Alacrity, as he had fpent the merry Moment 6f 
his foregoing Life ; neither the Thought of. the 
Place, nor the Apprehenfons of Death in the Jeaft 
terrifying him. After three Weeks lmprifonmcnt, 
he was tried and condemn’d, and the Gallows became 
the juft Punifhment of all the Miicarriagcs and Vil- 
lianies lie had been guilty of during his‘ vicious 
Scene of Life. * 1 


T 


The Life of SAWNEY BEANE. 


f* H 1 H E following Account, though as well at- 
“ tefled as any hillorical Fa6t can be, is almoft 
w incredible, for the monitrous and unparal'el’d 
Barbarities that it relates ; there being nothing that 
we have ever heard of, with the fame Degree of Cer- 
tainty, that may be compar’d with it, or that fhews 
how far a brutal Temper, untam’d by Education and 
Knowledge of the World, may carry a Man in fuch 
glaring and horrible Colours. 

Sawney Bcc.ne was born in the County of Eaf Lo- 
thian, about eight or nine iMiles ealtvvnrd of the City 
of Edinburgh, fome Time in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, whilft King Janies I. govern’d only in 
Scotland. His Parents work’d at Hedging and Ditch- 
ing for their Livelihood, and brought up their Son, 
to the fame Occupation. He got his (laily Bread in 
his Youth by thele Means ; but being very much 
prone to IdleneL, and not caring for being confined 
to any honeft Employment, he left his Father 2 nd 
Mother, and ran away into the defart Part of the 
Country, taking with him a Woman as vicioufly in- 
clin’d as hrmfelf. Thefe two took up their Habita- 
tion in a Rock by die Sea-fide, on the Shore of the 
County of Galway, where they lived upwards of 2 , 
Years without going into any City, Town, or Vil- 
lage. 

In this Time they had a great Number of Child- 
ren ar.cl Grand-Children, whom they brought up af- 
ter their own Manner, without any Notions of Hu- 
manity or Civil Society. They never kept any Com- 
pary, but among themfelves, and fupportvd them- 
felves wholly by robbing ; being, moreover, fo very 


cruel, that they never robb'd any one, whom they 
did not murder. 

By this bloody Method, and their living fo retired- 
ly from the World, tncy continued fuch a long Time 
undifeovered, there being no body able to guefc how 
the People were loll that went by the Place v here 
they lived. As. foon as the, h«d robb’d and mur- 
der’d any Man, Woman, or Child, they ufed to 
carry off the CarcaL to the Den, where cutting it in- 
to Quarters, they would pickle the mangled Limbs, 
and afterwards eat it ; this being their only Suite - 
nance : And, notwithstanding, they were at la.lt fo 
numerous, they commonly had Superfluity of this 
their abominable Food ; io that in the Night-time 
they frequently threw Legs, and Arms of the un- 
happy Wretches they had murdered, into the Sea, at 
a great Diftar.ce from their blood)' Habitation. The 
Limbs were often caft up by the Tide in feveral Parts 
of the Country, to the Aftonifhment and Terror of 
all the Beholders, and others who heard of it. . Per- 
fons who have gone about their lawful Occakous fell 
fo often into their Hands, that it caufed a g-mol 
Out-cry in the Country round about, nc Man know- 
ing what was become ot his Friend or Relation, if 
they were once feen by thefe mercilefs Cannibals. 

All -the People in the adjacent Parts were at lalt 
alarm’d, at fuch a common LoL of their Neighbours, 
and Acquaintance ; for their was no travelling in 
Safety near the Den of thefe Wretches. This occa- 
fioned the Tending frequent Spies into thefe Parts, 
many of whom never return’d again, and thofe who 
did, after the ftritteft Search and Enquiry could not 

find 
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find how thefe melancholy Matters happen’d. Seve- 
ral honed Travellers were taken up on Sufpicion, 
and wrongfully hang’d upon bare Circumftances ; fe- 
veral innocent Inn-keepers were executed for no o- 
ther Reafon than that Perfons who had been thus 
loft, were known to have lain at their Houfes, which 
occafion’d a Sufpicion of their being murdered by 
them, and their Bodies privately buried in obfeure 
Places, to prevent a Difcovery. Thus an ill-plac’d 
Juftice was executed with the greated Severity ima- 
ginable, in order to prevent thefe frequent atrocious 
Deeds ; fo that not a few Inn-keepers, who lived on 
the Weftern Road of Scotland , left off their Bufinefs, 
for fear of being made Examples, and followed other 
Employments. This on die other Hand occafion’d 
many great Inconveniencies to Travellers, who were 
now in great Didrefs for Accommodation for them* 
felves and their Horfes, when they were difpofed to 
bait, or put up for Lodging at Night. In a Word, 
the whole Country was almod depopulated. 

Still the Xing’s Subjects were miffing as much as 
before; fo that it was the Admiration of the whole 
Kingdom how fuch Villainies could be carried on, 
and not the Villains to be found out. A great many 
had been executed, and not one of them all made 
any Confeffiion at the Gallows ; but dood to it at the 
lad, that they were perfectly innocent of the Crimes 
for which they differ’d. When the Magidrates found 
all was in vain, they left off thefe rigorous Proceed- 
ings, and truded wholly to Providence, for the bring- 
ing to Light the Authors of thefe unparallel’d Barba- 
rities, when it fhould feem proper to the Divine 
Wifdom. 

Sawney's Family was at lad grown very large, 
and every Branch of it, as foon as able, affided in 
perpetrating their wicked Deeds, which they dill 
follow’d with Impunity. Sometimes they would at- 
tack four, five, or fix Footmen together, but nevej; 
more than two if they were on Horfe-back. They 
were, moreover fo careful, that not one Vhom they 
fet upon fhould efcape, that an Ambufcade was placed 
on every Side to fecure them, let them fly which 
Way they would, provided it fhould ever fo happen 
that one or more got away from the firfl Affailants. 
How was it pofiible they fhould be dete&ed, when 
not one that faw them ever faw any Body elfe after- 
wards? The Place where they inhabited was quite 
folitary and Ionefome ; and when the Tide came up, 
the Water went for near two hundred Yards into 
their fubterraneous Habitation, which reached almod 
a Mile under Ground ; fo that when fome who had 
been fent arm’d to fearch all the By-Places about, 
have pad by the Mouth of their Cave ; they have 
never taken any Notice of it, not fuppofing that any 
Thing human would refide in fuch a Place of perpetual 
Horror and Darknefs. 

The Number of the People thefe Savages dedroyed 
was never exa&ly known ; but it was generally com- 
puted that in the twenty-five Years they continued 
their Butcheries, they had walked their Hands in the 
Blood of a thouffind at lead, Men, Women, and 
Children. The Manner how they were at lalt dif- 
cover’d was as follows : 

A Man and his Wife behind him on the fame 
Horfe, coming one Evening Home from a Fair* and 
falling into the Ambufcade of thefe mercilefs Wretches, 
they fell upon them in a mod furious Manner. The 
Man, to fave himfelf as well as he could, fought very 
bravely againd them with Sword and Pidoi, riding 
fome of them down, by main Force of his Horfe. In 
the Conflict the poor Woman fell from behind him, 
and was indantly murdered before her HufbandsFace ; 
for the Female Cannibals cut her Throat, and fell to 
fucking her Blood with as great a Gud, as if it had 
been Wine, This done* they rip; up her Belly, and 
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pulled out all her Entrails. Such a dreadful Speflacld I 
made the Man make the more obilin..tc Refidance, a$ I 
expefted the fame Fate, if he fell into tneir Hands.' 
It pleafed Providence, while lie was engaged, that 
twenty or thirty from the fame Fair came^together 
in a Body ; Upon which, Sawney Bcewe and his 
Blood-thirdy Clan withdrew, and made the bed of 
their Way through a thick Wood to their Den. 

This Man, who wrfs the fird that had ever fell in 
their Way, and came off alive, told the whole Com- 
pany what had happened, and fhewed them the horrid 
Spe&acle of his Wife, whom the Murderers had dragg’d 
to fome Didance, but had not Time to carry her en- 
tirely off. They were all ltruft with Stupefaction and 
Amazement at what he related, took him with them 
to GlafgoWy and told the Affair to the Provod of that 
City, who immediately fent to the King concern- 
ing it. 

In about three or four Days after, his Majedy him- 
felf in Perfon, with a Body of about four hundred 
Men, fet out for the Place where this difmal Tragedy 
Was a&ed, in order to fearch HI the Rocks and Thic- 
kets, that, ifpoffiible, they might apprehend this hel- j 
lifh Cure, which had been fo long pernicious to all 
the Wedern Parts of the Kingdom. 

The Man who had been attacked was the Guide, i 
and care was taken to have a large Number of Blood- 
hounds with them, that no human Means might be 
Wanting towards their putting an entire End to thefe 
Cruelties. 

No Sign of any Habitation was to be found for a 
long Time, and even when they came to the 
Wretches Cave, they took no Notice of it, but were 
going to purfue their Search along the Sea-Shore, the 
Tide being then out. But fome of the Blood -hounds 
luckily enter’d this Cimmerian Den, and inftantly fet 
up a mod hideous Barking, Howling, and Yelping ; 
fo that the King, with his Attendants, came back, 
and looked into it. They could not yet tell how to 
conceive that any Thing human. could be copcealed iij 
a Place where they law nothing but Darknefs. Never- 
thelefs, as the Blood-hounds encreafed their Noife,< 
they went farther in, and refufed to come backagrin, 
they began to imagine there was fome Reafon more 
than ordinary, Torches were now immediately lent 
for, and a great many Men ventur’d in through the 
mod intricate Turnings and Windings, till at lad 
they arrived at that private Recefs from all the 
World, which was the Habitation of thefe Mon- 
ders. 

Now the whole Body, or as many of them as 
could, went in, and were all fo fhocked at what they 
beheld, that they were almod re..dy to fink into th6 
Earth. Legs, Arms, Thighs, Hands, and Feet of 
Men, Women, and Children, were hung up in Rows, 
like dried Beef. A great many Limbs lay in Pickle, 
and a great Mafs of Money, both Gold* and Silver, 
with Watches, Ring c , Sword:, Pid Is, and a large 
Quantity of Cloaths, both Linncn and Woollen, and 
an infinite Number of other Tilings, which they had 
taken from thofe whom they had murder’d, were 
thrown together ifi Heaps, or hung up againd the 
Sides of the Den. 

Sawney's Family at this Time, befides him, con- 
fided of his Wife, eight Sons, fix Daughters, eigh- 
teen Grandfons, and fourteen Grand-Daughters, who 
were all begotten in Inced. 

Thefe were all feiz’d and pinion’d, by his Ma- 
jefty’s Order in the fird Place ; then they took what 
human Flelh they found, and buried it in the Sands, 
afterwards loading themfelves with the Spoils which 
they found, they return’d to Edinburgh with their 
Prisoners, all the Country, as they paffed along 
flocking to fee this curfed Tribe, When they were 
come to their Journey’s End, the Wretches were all 
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committed to the Talbooth, from whence they were 
die next Day conducted under a ftrong Guard to 
Leith, where they were all executed without any 
Procefs, it being thought needlefs to try Creatures 
who were even profefled Enemies to Mankind. 

The Men had firft their Privy-Members cut off, 
and thrown into the Fire before their Faces, then 
their Hands and Legs were fevered from their Bodies ; 
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by which Amputations they bled to Death in fome 
Hours. The Wife, Daughters, and Grand-Children, 
having been made Spectators of this juft Punifhment 
inflicled on the Men, were afterwards burnt to Death 
in three feveral Fires. They all in general died with- 
out the lealt Signs of Repentance ; but continued 
curfing and venting the mo ft dreadful Imprecations 
to the very Iaft Gafp of Life. 


The LIFE of Captain DUDLEY. 


R ICHARD Dudley , commonly called Capt. 

Dudley , was bom in Leicefterfhire , at a Place 
called Swepfton. His Father was a Gentle- 
man of a good Eftate, but had not the Fortune to 
keep it, he living in fuch a Manner, that his Expences 
by much exceeded his Income ; fo that he w as oblig’d 
to mortgage and fell the greateft Part fatisfy his 
Creditors, and having about threefcore Pounds a 
Year left, came up to Loudon, with his Family, ho- 
ping by the Obfcurity of his living, to contain him- 
felf within the Bounds of the fmail Remainder he had 
left ; but we (hall leave the Father, and give an Ac- 
count of the Son, who is the unhappy Occaliou of our 
prefent Writing. 

Richard Dudley , the Son, had a good Education 
beftow’d upon him at St. Paul's School , he Teeming 
of a very promifing Genius, but when a vicious In- 
clination is rivetted in the Nature of any Perlbn, no 
Care of his Education, no Rules of Religion or Mo- 
rality are fufficient to controul him, as plainly ap- 
pears by too fragrant an lnllance in the Life of this 
unfortunate Perfon ; for when but nine Years old, he 
difeover’d his Tendency to Thieving, by robbing 
one of his Sifters Clolets of thirty Shillings, and 
marching off with it: But being fome Days after 
found out, and brought Home again, he was fent 
back to School ; but not liking that Sort of Con- 
finement, he robb’d his Father’s Houfe of a confider- 
able Sum of M^ney, and fo ran away again ; yet his 
Father had the Luck to difeover him, and took 
him with a Couple of lewd Women, a little Way out 
of Town. 

After this, his Father defpairing of his doing any 
Good at Home, procured him the King’s Letter to 
be a Reformade on Board a Man of War, in which 
Station, he went up the Streights, and behaved him- 
felf gallantly in feveral Actions. Amongft the reft, 
this was one, being on Shore at Cadiz, in order to 
refrefh himfelf, and walking quietly along, he was 
abufed and attack’d by a Spaniard ; but he not on- 
ly defended himfelf, but run the Don quite through, 
left him dead on the Spot, and got fafe on Ship- 
board : Upou his Arrival in England ', he quitted 
the Ship, pretending he did fo on Account of a youn- 
ger Reformade being preferr’d before him, on the 
Death of a Lieutenant ; but whether that was his 
Motive, or not, this is certain. That he affociated 
himfelf with a notorious Gang of Thieves, ready 
for any Mifchief, and aftifted them in breaking open 
and robbing the Houfe of Admiral Carter in the 
Country, and getting off undetected, came to Lou- 
don, and from that Time commenced a profeffed Thief. 
The firft remarkable Robbery he was concerned in, 
to 


was, that of a Lady’s Houfe at Black-heath, from 
whence he and his Accmplices ftole a very coijfi- 
derable Quantity of Plate, which they brought ‘to 
Town, and fold to a Refiner ; but for this Rob- 
bery he was apprehended not long after, and when 
he was in Newgate he fent for the Refiner, and com- 
plain’d how hard a Thing it was to find an honeft 
Man, and a fair Dealer. For you curfed Rogue (fays; 
he) among the Plate you bought, there tv as a Cup 
with a Cower, which you modcftly told us was but 
Silver gilt, and bought it at the fame Price with the 
reft ; but it plainly appeared by the Advert if cm eoit in 
the Gazette, that it was a Gold Cup and Cover ; 
but / fee you are a Rogue ; a?id that there's no 
Trufting any Body . For this Robbery he was. tried 
at Maidftojie , conviCled and condemn’d ; but his 
Youth, and the Intereft of his Friends, firft procur’d 
him a Reprieve, and then a Pardon ; which for a- 
bout two Years, had fuch an EfFeCl upon him, that 
he lived pretty loberly for that Time ; fo that his 
Father bought him a Commifiion in the Army, in 
which Station he behaved very well, and had the good 
Fortune to marry a young Lady of a good Family, 
with whom he had an Eftate of feven-fcore Pounds 
a Year ; upon which and his Commifiion, they for 
fome Time lived comfortably ; but the Captain lov- 
ing Company too much, and having contracted a 
large Acquaintance, engaged himfelf for fome Money, 
which one of his Companions owed, who was after- 
wards arrefted for the Debt, in which Arreft a Bai- 
liff was killed, and the Captain (being then prefent) 
was fufpe&ed to have done it, he always declaring 
his Deteftation and Abhorrence of that Sort of Men, 
and often wiihing to kill fome of them, his Charac- 
ter and Opinion of them being as follows. 

A Serjeant is a Rogue that would undo one of 
twelve Companies for a Crown ; the Counter Gate 
is his proper Kennel, and the Miferies of poor Men 
the Offal on which he feeds. He does not carry his 
Captives direClly to Hell (the Counter) but firft tor- 
ments them in a Purgatory hard by, where you mu ft 
pay Two Shillings a Night for a Iowfy Bed, and 
fpend as much in liquoring his Chops, as would 
pay Half the Debt. This he calls his Civility. If 
you feem to fear other Actions coming againft you, 
he will pretend to pity you, and agrees for a Daub 
in the Fift to keep the Matter private, till you 
make an End of ir ; but goes direCHy to find out 
fome other Creditors, bids them ftrike whilft the 
Iron is hot ; and thus when the poor Prifoner has 
fatisfied the firft Debt, and rhinks to regain his Li- 
berty, he is charged a-frdh. Thus he picks your 
Pocket by Degrees, and when he finds that is empty, 
K he 
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lie delivers you over to the Turnkey, where the 
Lord have Mercy on your Soul ; for to be fure, 
they will have little enough on your Body. 

A Common Bailiff exceeds a Serjeant as much as 
an Irijh Ivlailiff does a Spaniel in Fiercenefs. He is a 
Raven that pecks not out Mens Eyes, as others do, 
but all his Spite is at their Shoulders. Thefe Land 
Pirates cruiie up and down Holborn, as thick as Algicr 
and Sallee Men in the Mediterranean , and carry thofe 
they take to a worfe Slavery. In the Country they 
are called Bums, being of the very Scum and Dregs of 
the People, Rafcails who have generally efcaped the 
Gallows once or twice, and yet muil at lafl come to 
it ; for a Rope is certainly their Deftiny. *Tis de- 
plorable to think how they abufe poor People, for 
there is hardly a Writ in five, againft thofe they ar- 
reft; they are Setters by Day, Thieves in the Night, 
Bailiffs all the Week, and Informers on Sundays, and 
yet never Thrive : For as they live Rogues, they die 
Beggars. 

A MarfhaPs Man is yet a more infufferable Grie- 
vance, a falfe Die of the fame Bale, but not the fame 
Cut ; for it runs fomewhat higher, and does more 
Mifchief. He is a perfeft Blood-hound, that haunts 
upon the fmallefl Scent, and worries all to Death he 
lays hold on. The Circle this Devil is confin’d in, is 
twelve Miles over, and in that Circuit he commonly 
undoes above twelve hundred People a Year. He 
plies among poor People, and upon every petty Quar- 
rel, Scoulding-bout, or Chandler’s fcore, he lets 
them to Law ; aftbon as he has arrelled, one per- 
fuades him to fnap the other, and then they are both 
forced to lie at his Mercy, till they pawn their Beds 
to raife what Money he pleafes to demand ; and that 
he may fleece them the more commodiouily, he keeps 
a Tipling-houfe, where he imprifons them, by his own 
Authority, and his Wife over-reckons a Groat in a 
Shilling ; and tho’ you know it, you nTuft not fpeak, 
becaufe it is his Kindnefs to keep you there, and not 
carry you to the Lake of Perdition, on the other fide 
the Water. There is nothing more frequent than 
to fee here a Chimney-fweeper profecuting a Broom- 
Man for breaking his Head at Cudgels, and an 
Oyfter-Wench fning a Kitchen Stuff- Woman, for 
calling her Draggle-tail. What a deplorable Thing 
it is that a P’amily fhall be ruin’d, and a poor 
Man buried alive, for fuch an inconfiderable Mat- 
ter ! 

As for the Yeomen, Followers, and Yetting Ver- 
min, they are fuch contemptible Rafcals, they are 
not worth thinking on : We may call them the Hooks 
that hang under Water, and their Mailer the Floats 
above, which pop down as foon as ever the Bait is 
{wallowed : Necellity makes them Valiant, for they 
will greedily take a Cut with a Sword, and fuck more 
Silver out of the Wound than a Surgeon ; fo that 
they commonly die with their Guts ripped up, or clfe 
the Devil by a fud Jen Stale fends a Habeas cum anima 
for them. 

As to the Villains about White-Chapel St. Rathe - 
rzne's, the Click , and the reft of the Devil’s Houfes, 

I {han’t trouble myfelf about, but I mu ft have a 
Word or two with the Gaoler, for he is a Creature 
miftaken in the making, for he fhould be a Tyger, 
but the Shape being thought too terrible it is covered 
and he wears the Vifage of a Man, yet retains his 
Fiercenefs ; § his Conscience, and his Shackles, he 
hangs up together, and they are made very near of 
the fame Metal, laving that one is harder than the 
other, and hath one Property above Iron, that it ne- 
ver melts; hediftills Money out of poor Mens Tears, 
and grows Fat by their Curfes ; his Ears are llop’d to 
the Cries of others, and God’s to his, by all Likeli- 
hood, for lay the Life of a Man in one Scale, and 
Jus Fees in the other, ha would caft away the Firft to 


get the Second, and in Brief is one that con look fof 
no Mercy (if he defires Juftice to be done him) for hef 
ihews none. 

But to return to the Captain, he abfented himfelf 
from his Houfe, lurking about in bye-Places ; and by 
that idle way ofliving, he got acquainted with a Gang 
of Highwayman, by whole Eafmefs ofliving, and ex- 
travagant Expences, he was ealily perfuaded to be one 
of their Gang, for few Pcrfuafions were needful to 
one who had got the upper Hand of Virtue, who 
was more inclined to live upon the Ruins of his Coun- 
trymen, than by his own Induftry ; -having been more 
ufed to Fight than Work. He was not long about 
earning his Trade, but in a little Time became Ma- 
fter of it ; for there was fcarce a notable Robbery 
committed, in which he had not a Hand, and finding 
it eafy and profitable, he draw in his Brother (whofe 
Name was Will Dudley ) to be one of their Gang ; he 
had not long gone on in his new Trade, before he was 
apprehended in the Country, for robbing a Gentleman 
of a Watch, a Sword, a Whip, and nine Shillings in 
Money ; but the Evidence not being very clear, he ef- 
caped once more. 

Nofooner had he obtained his Liberty, but he fell 
again to his old Trade, but did not confine himfelf to 
any particular Part, but robbed on the Highway, 
broke Houles, or pick’d Pockets, or any Thing elfe 
that procured him any Money ; in which feveral 
Ways he for a Time went on with Impunity, but was 
at length detected for breaking and robbing Sir John 
Friend* s Houle, and for that Fad he received Sen- 
tence of Death, but his Friends again got him a Re- 
prieve on Condition of Tranfportution, purfuant to 
which, he with feveral other Convids, were put on 
board a Ship, in order for Barbadoes : But they were 
hardly got as far as the File of Weight, before he had 
drawn in the reft of the Rogues to a Confpiracy, in 
order to efcape, and having concerted their Measures, 
accordingly the Ships Company being under Hatches, 
they went off with the Long-Boat. 

Being now on Shore, he left his Comrades, and 
travelled by himfelf through Woods and by-Ways, 
and being now in a very mean Habit, when he had 
no opportunity to Heal, he begged, till he came to 
Hounjlow- Heath, where he attacked a Country Far- 
mer, robbed and unhorfed him, and mounting him- 
felf, fet forward to feek for more Prey, and before he 
got off the Heath, another Opportunity offered, for 
he met with a Man in a genteel Habit, and with a 
better Horfe than that whicii lie took from the Farmer. 
He foon gave him the Word of Command to ftand, 
and leading him into a Bye-Place, made him exchange 
Iiorfes and Cloathswith him, telling the Man that he 
ought never toaccufehim with robbing him, for fays 
he, you know the old Proverb, Exchange is no Robbery , 
fo wijhing him well, he made the htjl of his Way for 
London, where he immediately reforted to his old 
Haunts, to find out his Companions, which was very 
eafy for him to do, and they all fubmitted to his 
Condutt, and dubbed him with the Title of Cap- 
tain. Thus got at the Head of a hardened Gang, no 
Part of the Country was fecure from his Rapine, nor 
any Houfe ftrong enough to keep him out, lo that he 
became notorious every where. 

To avoid the continual Searches made for him, 
and to divert Enquires, he paid a Vifit to the North, 
and being ~out one Day in fearch of Booty, he met 
with a Dutch Colonel very well armed, but not cou- 
ragious enough to fight for his Money ; fo that the 
Captain made bold with both Horfe and Arms, and 
took his laced Coat into the Bargain. Thus mounted 
and equipped, he committed Abundance of Robberies,, 
but fhifting the Colonels Accoutrements, he ufed on- 
ly his Horfe upon which he robbed a great many 
People, particularly a Gentleman near Upfw, who 
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>ing a Man of Courage, would not deliver, but ex- 
langed a Piftol with him : However, the Captain 
>t the Better, and wounded the Gentleman in the 
eg ; upon which he rode up to him, lent him his 
Alliance, and conduced him to the next Village, to 
•t feme Help, and then left him ; having firll ta- 
rn his Money. As for the Bu cki ngbamjbire Lace- 
en, the Captain and his Gang robbed them for 
Patti me, and only called it an Airing for their 
orfes. No Stage or other Coach, when they had 
telligence of any Paffenger, could efcape their 
illany, that fcarce a Day parted in which they did 
)t commit fome Robbery or other. 

Thus did he and his Confederates riot in the Spoils 
others, and remained undifeovered for feveral 
onths, till at length robbing the Southampton Coach 
ey Were purfued, and feveral of them taken, yet 
efcaped not taken Warning. At this he joined 
mfelf with fome Ho ufe -breakers, and with them 
mmitted many Burglaries and Robberies, and in 
rticular, he with three of his Accomplices, got in- 
an old Woman’s Houfe, in Spittle-field /, they gag’d 
r, tied her in her Chair ; rifled her Houle, and 
*ried of a confiderable Sum of Money, which the 

1 Woman had been many Years hoarding up : 
e hearing the Money chink, and going to be taken 
■m her, flrugglcd in the Chair, and fell down up- 

her Face, with the Gagg in her Mouth, and 
; Chair upon her, which means fhe was ftifled ; 
t they got fafe off, and parted undifeovered, till 

2 old Woman came to be Buried, when one of 
2m (who was her Grand Child and privy to the 
>bbery) going to be fitted with Gloves, was ob- 
ved to change his Countenance often, and Trem- 
: very much ; feveral Perfons feeing the Difor- 
r he was in, began to fufpedt him, and charged 
n with the Fact, he confefled the whole Affair, 
d two of them being found guility on his E- 
lence, of the Murder and Robbery, were hang’d 

Chains. Yet the Captain all this while palled 
apprehended, though his Name was publickly 
mtioned as an acceliary to the Fa& : But being 
length taken up for divers Highway Robberies, 
r which by his dextrous Management he was Ac- 
.itted) he was called to his Trial for that, alfo 
aen the Evidence fwore they faw him lurking a- 
•ut, go into and come out of the Houfe of the mur- 
red Woman ; and feveral flrong Circumrtances ap- 
ared to prove him guilty ; but he upon whofe 
ridence the two former were convicted, was not 
be found ; and this gave Dudley an Opportunity 
make fuch a {ham Defence, as would have deceived 
e molt penetrating Judge and Jury on Earth. He 
mfelf thought it fo great a Mailer-piece, that he of- 
n boarted of it in Prifon, and from his Account I 
all acquaint the Reader with it. 

The firft Witnefs that appeared in his behalf, was 
young Gentleman, who depofed that he and ano- 
er Gentleman, going through Somer fet-Houfe Yard 
1 the Day fet forth in the Indiftment, to be that 
l which the Robbery and Murder was committed ; 

; accidently met the Captain, who had been his 
rhoolfellow, and was furprized to fee him, having 
^ard that had been Traniported for fome Crime, 
hich he was very forry for. That the Captain 
Id him he was indeed ordered for Tranfportation, 
id expreffed a very great Concern, that he ffiould 
■er be guilty of a Crime to defence fuch Punifh- 
ent ; but that his Relations being liot fo kind as he 
rpefted, he was put on board a Ship, with fome 
ore unfortunate Perfons, as a common Convift, 
id made his Efcape, and depended on his Friends 
Dod-Will, to put him in a Condition to Tranfport 
mfelf, /efolving fo to do the very firft Opportuni- 
'. The fame Witnefs further depofed, that finding 


him fo very forry for his Offence, he defired him to 
accompany him and his Friend to Chelfea ; intending 
to make ufe of that Time, in exhorting him to lead 
his Life more regular for the Future. That the Pri- 
foner accepting the Offer, they took Boat at Somer - 
fet Stairs, and went to the Swan at Ghelfea , where 
they ftaid till Seven at Night, and then walk’d to 
a pubhek Houle on the Bank-fide, fupped on a 
Difh of Fowls and Bacon, and ftayed there till al- 
moft Eleven ; when they took Boat again for Somer • 
fet Stairs, walked into the Strand , and there parted. 
The Witnefs being asked why he fhould take fuch 
particular Notice of the Day of the Month > anfwer- 
ed. That the next Day he heard a Paper cried about 
the Streets , concerning the Murder and Robbery of the 
old Woman , that buying it, he found the Captain 5 
Name mentioned as an accefjary in the Faff, and upon 
that made a Memorandum in his Pocket-Book , ( which 
he produced in Court ) and afterwards went to his 
Friend, who was with him at Chellea, and to the 
Waterman who carried than, defiring than like wife 
to take Notice of the Day , for that Dudley biing a 
Pcrfon of but an indifferent Character, fome other 
Rogue might make ufe of bis Name, and he be hanged 
for a Fa hi he was innocent of. 

The next Witnefs, was the other Friend, who faid^ 
that he faw him, and the Prifoner talk together in So- 
merfet-Houfe Yard, but did not know what they faid ; 
that they went to Chelfea , and there the former Wit- 
nefs was very earnefi with the Captain ( who then 
underftood his Name to be, having never feen hint 
before ) to reform fome ill PraSlices he had been too 
much addicted to ; that the next Day the former Wit- 
nefs came and defired him to take particular Notice of 
the Day and P erf on who went with them to Chelfea, 
which he accordingly did , and was very pofitive that 
the Prifoner at the Bar, was the Man that they 
fupped with at the Red-Lyon, at the Bank-fide , that 
they afterwards came back to Somerfet-Houfe Stairs, 
and in the Strand parted with the Pnfoner about ele- 
ven at Night . 

The Waterman corroborated their Evidence, and 
affirmed, that he carried two Gentlemen aforefaid to 
Chelfea, and a third Perfon with them ; and being 
afked if the Prifoner was that third Perfon, he faid 
his Eyes were very bad, and went up clofe to the 
Bar to look him in the Face, and turning about faid, 
2 cs, my Lord, this is the Gentleman . He alfo de** 
pofed that he waited on them at Chelfea, and car- 
ried them from thence to the Bank-fide ; where he 
received four Shillings and Sixpence for his Fare, up- 
on Condition he would carry them back again, which 
he did ; and landed them about eleven at Night. 
That the next Day his Mafter (the firft Witnefs) came 
and bid him take Notice of the Day of the Month, 
which he did, and chalked it down at Horne. 

The next who was called, was the pretended Land- 
land, of the Houfe, were they fupped, who fwore 
that on fuch a Day of the Month, three Gentlemen 
came to his Houfe about feven at Night , ( of which 
the Prifoner was one ) and ordered a couple cf Fowls 
and Bacon to be got ready with all Speed , which was 
done ; tbqy fupped, and between ten and eleven at 
Night, they took Boat, and ordered the Waterman 
to carry them to Somerfet Stairs : Being afked how 
he came to take fuch Notice of th. Dey, he readily 
anfwered; When the fe Gentlemen came onjhore, I was 
fiarting of Beer, and they ordered me to give the 
Waterman four Shillings and Sixpence, I paid him , 
and told him he mufi flay till the Gentlemen went , 
and my Lord, I find by my Book now in my Hand, 
that it was on that Day my Beer was fiarted. 

The krt Witnefs who appeared, was a Man who 
lived in Burleigh fireet in the Strand, who faid, the 
Captain was his Lodger , and came home at eleven of 
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the Clock on the Night > before mentioned ; that he knew 
it to be the fame Nighty bceaufe Dudley not being very 
welly did not f ir out of Doors the next Day , and paid 
him his Rent for his Lodging y for which he gave him 
a Receipt , by the Date of which he knew the lime ; and 
the Priioner producing a Receipt, the Fellow lvvore it 
to be the fame. Such a fet of profligate Witnefies 
as thefe, were enough to fereen an Offender from Ju- 
flice for a Time ; and they had fuchan Influence over 
both Judge and Jury, fo much, that the Captain was 
cafily acquitted. 

His Liberty regain’d, he haftened to his old Com- 
panions, with whom he committed many notorious 
Robberies, efpeeiully one on a Nobleman, on Hounfow - 
Heathy from whom they took fifteen hundred Pounds. 
After a defperate skirmilh with the Servants, three of 
whom they wounded, and killed two of their Horfes ; 
from thence they proceeded on the Weil Country 
Road, and near hartley-row in Hampjhire , robbed a 
Parfon, whom they commanded to preach a Sermon 
In praife of Thieving, fwea ring his Dellruftion, if he 
refufed to do it. 

The Parfon was forced to comply : However, to 
make him fome amends, the Sermon being ended, 
they gave him his Money again that they took 
from him, and four Shillings to drink, for his Ser- 
mon. 

After they had this their Diverfion, for we cannot 
call it a Robbery, they made the bed of their Way for 
London , and for fome Time left infeiting the High- 
ways. During which Time the Captain’s Brother; 
employ’d himfelf in fhewing his Dexterity about 
Town, fome of which we believe will prove Divert- 
ing to the Reader. The firfl of his Tricks, was, he 
dreflkd himfelf like a Countryman, with a pair of 
dirty Boots, and a Whip in his Hind, and going into 
Birtholomew-Fair, met with no Prize worth fpeaking 
of : But as he was going out, he met with a Country- 
man, and (aid to him, honefi Friend have a Care of 
your Pockets , you are going into a curfed Place , where 
are stone but Whores , Rogues , and Pick-pockets ; 1 
am almofl ruined by thesn, and I am glad they have 
not picked the Teeth out of my Head, let one take ever 
fo much Care of one' s Pockets , they' ll be fure of your 
Money ; 1 am fure the Devil helps them . I defie all the 
Devils in Hell, fays the Countryman, to rob me of 
. any Thing I Value, I have a Broad-piece that J ’ll fc- 
cure, fo clapping it into his Mouth, he went confi- 
dently into the Fair; JJ'ill defired no more than to 
know if he had any Money, and where it lay, he gives 
a Sign to a hopeful Boy of his, and telling him out 
fome Six-pences and Groats, told him what he fhould 
do ; the Boy immediately runs, and falls down jull 
before the Countryman, and fcattering the Money, 
darts up and roars like a Bedlamite, crying he was 
undone, he mud run away from his Apprenticefhip, 
his Mailer was a furious Fellow, he would certainly 
kill him. The Countryman with other People 
gather’d about, helping the Boy to take up the Mo- 
ney, fays one of them have you found all? Yes, all the 
Silver fays the Boy, but what does that fignifie, there 
is a Broad piece of Gold, that I was carrying to my 
Mader for a Token, fent from the Country, and I 
like a Fool mud come thro’ this unlucky Place to lofe 
it ; I fhall be killed, what will Lecome of me. Will 
coming up, tells fome of the by* danders who were 
pitying the Boy, he obferved that Country Fellow 
there to doop, and put fomething into his Mouth : 
Whereupon, they dew upon him, and one of them 
wreding open his Chaps, made him fpit out the Gold, 
and fome Blood along with it ; endeavouring to fpeak 
for himfelf, they kick’d him, punch’d him, and tof- 
fed him about, and fome calling to Privy or Pump, 
he was "glad to call for Mercy, and thought himfell 
well of when he got out of their Clutches. The 


Boy in the mean Time dipt into the Crowd, ant 
went to Will witli the Gold, to the appointed Pla« 
of Rendezvous. 

1 1 111 and his Boy changing Cloaths, and going into’ 
the Crowd heard fome talking of the Country Fel « 
low, how he had got into a Houfe, and had fent foi 
fome refponfible People that knew him, and his Ma- 
der, a Knight of a vad Edate in the North, who wal 
come to Town upon great Eufmefs with fome Mer 
chant. Will knew the Gentleman and his Eilate ver) 
well, and by what he heard expelling to fee him a* 
the Exchange, went immediately thither, and picket 
his Pocket of a great many Guineas, except one 
which he left for the Gentleman’s Dinner, or othe: 
Charges, till he fhould receive a Recruit. The Knigh 
going to the Tavern laugh’d heartily when his Te 
nant came and told him how lie had been ferv’d a 
the Fair: But calling for the Reckoning, and telling 
the Company he was robbed too, ’twas comical t< I + 
fee how the Countryman laughed. 'Sbud, Sir , fay: 1 
he, let us make our Efcape from this Roguijh Place 
1 Slidkissg , Sir , they'll jieal our fmall Guts to snake Fid 
die- Strings of them. 

The Gentleman lined his Pockets again, and wen L 
out the next Day to the Change, and notwithdandinj 
all the Care he took, he was robbed again ; bu x:Wii 
being not an ordinary Rogue and having fomethinj 
of a generous Principle, would not take all, but lef 
him fome. The Knight admired how it was poffibl* 
for the Wit of Man to rob one that had been fo for 
warned as he was ; at lad looking hadily about, h< 
perceiv ed Will danding by him, and recolle&ing h< 
had feen him near him feveral Times before, he hat 
a drong Sufpicion he was the Man, and coming up t< 
him, took hold of his Buttons, and told him, he hat 
good Ground to think he was the Man that had rob 
bed him feveral Times, but being a Gentleman of \ 
great Edate, his Lofs did not trouble him ; and if h< 
would be fo generous, as to tell him by what mean 
he had fo ferv’d him, he would not only forgive him 
but treat him well at the Tavern, and help him to ; 
better Way of living, if he pleafed ; and this , fay 
he, Ip romife upon my Honour. Sir , fays Will , you* I c 
l Ford of Honour is fuff c ten t : I kssow the Greatnefs Oj 
your Ejlate : I am the Man . P ll wait on your IP or 
flip to the Tavern , and there few you fome of my' Art 
more freely thasi I would do to my Fellow Rogues. A. 
they went towards the Tavern, the Gentleman tolc 
him, he refolved to make a Prolick of it ; and, tt 
that End, he would fend for fome Gentlemen of hi: 
Acquaintance, and would take Care he fhould com< 
to no Harm by any Difcovery he fhould make tc 
them. I know you're a Gentleman, fays Will ; am 
Men of Honour feorn too keep bafe Company : Call a. 
many as you pleafe. Til take their Word, and 1 know 
1 a?n fafe. 

When the Gentry came. Will told them man) 
Things to their Admiration and Satisfa&ion, anc 
when he pulled out the Piece of Gold* and told their 
how he had ferved Roger, the Gentleman’s Tenant, 
Roger was immediately fent for to make up the Fro- 
lick : When he came, it ’twasgood Sport to fee how 
he feraped to the Ground. His Mailer fmiling askec 
of whom he learn’d to make fuch a handfome Leg 
But what would you fay, fays the Knight, if you fav 

your Gold again . * Oh / fays he, I would I eould 

but if my Mouth can't keep it, where Jhould I put it 
'Sbud Pd rather fee the Rogue ; T d snake a felly of hi. 
Bosses. - — There he is, fays the Knight, asid thesF . 
your Bs'oad-piece . — As Roger began to heave anc 
bulk, his Mailer commanded him to take his Gold 
and fit down by him. Roger feeing which Way Thing: 
went, drank to Will. One of the Gentlemen pulling 
out a curious Watch, another Paid, he wondered how 
it was poffibk for them to pick a Watch out of a Fob; 
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and that it was certainly Carelefnefs. No fays IF ill , If 
the Gentleman will take a Turn or tvoo in Moorfieids, 
Til wager a Guinea , Til have the Watch before he 
returns , let him take what care he pleafes , and IJhan t 
fir out of his Room. Done, fays the Gentleman. 
However, every Gentleman in the Room laying down 
a Guinea, Roger laid down his Broad-piece, and went 
his Half. The Gentleman went out with his Watch ; 
and, as he walk’d was very careful not to fuffer 
Man, Woman, or Child, to come within Arm’s 
Length of him ; thinking the Devil was in’t, if any 
Body could rob him at a Didance, When it was 
almoll Time he fhould return, a Boy came foftly be- 
hind him ; and when he came pretty near, he ran 
pad him, yet not fo near as to give the Gentleman 
Sufpicion : As he pafs’d him, he . looks over his 
Shoulder, and tells the Gentleman his Back was co- 
ver’d with Lice, which he perceiving, loath’d the 
Sight, fretting, and wondering where he had been 
that Day. Good Boy , fays he, take them off, and Til 
give you a Shilling . ” The Boy does fo, and picking 
the Lice otThis Back, and the Watch out of his Fob, 
he received his Reward, and run. The Gentleman 
-etums to the Tavern, wondering all the Way how 
le could have come by fuch Vermin, yet carefully 
ivoiding an y that came near him all the Way. 

When he return’d. Will aik’d him what a-Clock 
t was by his Watch ? Which thinking to pull out, 
j le was amaz'd to find it gone. Will pulls it out, 

I .nd aik’d the Gentleman, if that was it ? The Gen- 
I lemon flood as dumb as a Fifli, turning up the 
4 rVhites of his Eyes. Roger laugh’d fo loud and 
^ jutragioully, that after the Gentleman had born him 

* Company a good while, the Knight was forced to 
ommand him Silence; for he would have laughed 
11 Night. The Gentleman, full of Amazement, 
lid, certainly he mull have had the AlMance of 
he Devil. Of a Boy, fays Will : Did not a Boy 
ick you clean ?■ — There's the Devil, fays the Gen- 

* !eman ; and he threw them on too , I fuppofe ? Ay, 
bra* a Quill, fays the other. 

The whole Company was mightily pleafed with 
he Ingenuity of die Trick, efpecially Roger, who 
ould not forget how the Gentleman looked, when 
e came in, and miffed his Watch, and was now 
nd then burfling out into a Laughter. Says Will, 
Uas, Gentlemen, this Trick is not worth the talking 
it is fuch a Thing as we fend our Boys about : 
here * s a Nobleman goes now by the Window , vjith 
very rich Coat on, ITl wager, as before , Til fleal 

°JF b* 5 Back before all his Followers, and bring it 
ither on my own . The Gendemen flak’d each their 
rumen, and Will and Roger cover’d ’em. N<nv, 
lys Will, Tm to Jhew you a Mafter-Picce of my 
trt . / mu ft not fend a Boy about it, but crave Leave 

1 g° 5 neither can I fet a Time for my Return, 

ut I hope to do it foojicr than you imagine. So 
ut he runs, and dogging the Nobleman from Street 
) Street, at laft follow’d him into a Tavern. The 

i loblcman was conduced up Stairs. Will goes to 
le Bar-keeper, and defires her to lend him an Apron ; 
ir the Nobleman , my Maf.cr , wherever he comes , 
nil be fevered by none but myfelf : He is a very good 
uftoiner, and expects the befl of Wine. I mufl go 
»wn into the Cellar , and tafte it for him : Where' 
aon they let him have the Apron, and he went in- 
* the Cellar, and foon found out the befl of every 
)rt. He ran fo nimbly up and down Stairs, and 

i as quick at his Work, none of the Servants kept 
ice with him. The Company looked upon him to 
! a Servant of the Houfe, and were mightily pleafed 
ith his Quicknefs and Diligence, and the Good- 
ds of the Wine, and every Thing he brought 
em. IV ill promifed him that fhould have attend- 
l the Room, large Vails, and he was very well fa- 
ii 


tisfy’d to receive Money for doing nothing. Will 
never came In the Room, but he paffed fome merry 
jell, which pleafed them wonderfully, and when they 
Ipoke to him, his Anfwers were fo fmart, that when 
he went for more Wine, they faid one to another. 
This is a merry witty Fellow , fuch a one as he is ft 
to make a Houfe ; he deferves double Usages. Wr.en 
Will had fufitciently amufed the Company, and faw 
his Project ripe for Execution, he was refolved to 
trifle no longer : Wherefore, when he returned into 
the Room with fome Wine, and as he paffed by 
my Lord, he laid Hold on the Opportunity, and with 
his Incifion Knife, which he uied in Pocket-Pick- 
ing, lie nicely, and with admirable Dexterity, made 
a Slit in the Seam of my Lord’s Coat, and runs down 
Stairs for more Liquor. When he returned with a 
Bottle in one Hand, and the other full of Glaffes, be- 
fore he came near my Lord, tf/Y/flarts, faying, What 
Cobling Fellows are they that made this Coat ? Could 
they not few a Coat to hold one Day? This Cabbage- 
monger deferved the Pillory before for filching ; but 
now grudging to allow another Stitch, has cojnmitted ’ 
a Scandalum Magnatum, and caufed my Lord to go in 
a rent Coat the firfl Day of wearing perhaps . Some 
of the Company rifmg, and feeing the great Slafh, 
told my Lord, the Taylor had affronted him. Says 
my Lord, I gave the Fellows fuffeient Fails, and 

both they and their Maficr Jhall hear it. - 

My Lord , fays Will, y tis only the End of a Thread has 
fiipt : Such Things will happen fometimes ; the Coat 
may be faithfully fewed in other Places ; iFs not a Far - 
thing the worfe. There's a Curious Fine-Drawer of 
?ny Acquaintance lives in the next Lane ; be pleas'd 
to let me carry it to him , he will make it as good as 
at firfl. Til carry it fecretly under my Mafle?-'s Cloak, 
and return with it before you want more l Fine. The 
Nobleman borrows a great Coat of one of the Com- 
pany, and lets him ha\ r e the Coat. IFW comes down 
to the Vintner, tells him what had happened to his 
Lord’s Coat ; and, to prevent its being feen in the 
Street, defires him to let him have a Cloak, and he 
would return immediately. The Vintner Ihewed 
him where the Cloak was, which Will put on, and 
claps the Vintner’s Beaver on his Head, which hung 
on the next Pin. Thus he troops olf with them, and 
coming to the Tavern, where the Gentlemen were, 
he went into a Room, and having put on the Noble- 
man’s Coat, the Cloak, and Beaver, he came into 
the Room where they fat, laluting them very civily. 
Says one of them, JFbat, inflead of a Coat, you come 
with a Cloak, and great need for it ; for, fays he, 
there' s a Deal of Knavery wider it. So opening the 
Cloak, they were all amazed to fee the rich embroid- 
er’d Coat, befides the Cloak and Beaver, which he 
told them how he had got into the Bargain, but when 
he told them how he had performed the Exploit, they 
all laugh’d heartily, and Roger with his Bafe made 
up the Confort. 

My Lord and his Company waited fo long, that 
they were quite out of Patience, the People of the 
Houfe likewife wondring they fat fo long without 
calling, ordered the Fellow that fhould have waited 
on that Room, to go up Stairs and force a Trade. 
The Fellow comes in, and fays. Call here, call here. 
Gentlemen ? Tes, fays* one of them, where is your 
Fellow -Servant that waited on us? My Fellow-Ser - 
vant , fays the other. He faid, he was my Lord's Ser- 
vant, and that my Lord vjould be attended by none but 
himfelf, and I fhould have good V r ails notwithftand - 
ing. Says my Lord how can that be, I have but 
one Gentleman here of my own Retinue, the Rell 
are with my Lady ; he that ferved us, came in with 
an Apron, and is a Servant of the Houfe, call up our 
Landlord. The Vintner coming up, a Gentleman 
of the Company asked him if he kept Sharpers in 
L the 


38 A General History of 


the Houfe to affront Gentlemen, and rob them. 
Nay, lays the Vintner, who was a very palTionate Man, 
Do you bring Sharpers along with you to affront me, 
an. I roomy Houfe ? P m fur e I have loft a fine new 
Cloak, an i Beaver ; and for ought I know, though 
yon look like Gentlemen , you may be Sharpers yourf elves ; 
and of you 1 expels to be paid for my Loffes and Rec- 
koning to Boot. Immediately one of them drew up- 
on him ; but the Vintner ran down Stairs, and called 
all the Houfe together, bidding them get what they 
could, and not to iuffer one to come down Stairs, 
and fnatching his Sword in a Fury, ran up Stairs, a- 
gain, the Servants arming them (elves with Spits, Fire- 
Forks, and fucli Weapons, as they could find, fol- 
lowed him. The Uproar was very great and my 
Lord coming out firil, to force his Way down, made 
a Pafs at the Land land, but was put by with a Fire- 
Shovel, which was in one of the Drawer’s Hands, 
narrowly efcaping being thrull in the Guts with a 
long Spit, which Margery, the Cook Wench, pu di- 
ed at him; fo that my Lord feeing the Door fo well 
guarded with flout Fellows and llurdy Wenches, re- 
tired into the Room, and told his Company, he had 
almofl died by the Hands of a Wench with a Spit 
her Hand. They feeing it neither fafe nor honoura- 
ble to ially out, fhut the Door ; and (landing on the 
Defenfive Part, began to confult what to do. 

Mean while, the Gentlemen forefeeing a Quarrel 
betwixt my Lord and the Vintner, immediately dif- 
patched their own Landlord to tell them, they had 
caught the Rogue that had abufed them, and had 
him in fafe Cuilody, praying my Lord to know, if 
they (hould wait on him. 

The Landlord runs in Hade, and coming to the 
Houfe, found it in an Uproar. The Servants know- 
ing him, Jet him go up Stairs, where he no fooner 
came, but he told his Brother Vintner, That they 
were all in Miilake ; that the Rogue was catched, and 
in his Houfe ; whereupon, calling my Lord, inform- 
ed him of the whole Bufinefs. Immediately a Cel- 
fation of Arms was proclaim’d, the Swords fheath’d, 
the Spits, Fire-Forks, and Fire-Shovels difbanded, 
and an End happily made of a terrible War. The 
Nobleman and his Company drinking Friends with 
the Vintner, promifed to be a Friend to his Houfe 
for the future; but refolved to go along with their 
Peace-maker to the Tavern where //?// was to mend 
the Frolick. The Vintner being well plcafed with 
the Conceit, went along with them : When they 
were come to the Place, after palling the ufual Com- 
pliments, they fat down, and Will deliver’d the Coat, 
Cloak, and Beaver. As for what he told them, and 
the other Tricks he then ihewed them not having 
Room here to relate, we mud now beg Leave to 
pafs on to his Brother, the Captain. 

The Captain had committed fo many and great 
Robberies, with Ills Companions and his Brother lYill, 
(for the filial! Tricks he above committed were only 
his Paftiine, when abfent from the Road) that a Pro- 
clamation was iflued out again 11 them, with a Re- 
ward for the taking them, dead or alive, which 
made People more inquifitive after them, and not 
long after Captain Dudley, and fome others were 
apprehended. 

The Manner of their being feiz’d was as follows : 
The Captain, with five others, having committed a 
Robbery, and being clofely purfued by the Country, 
were forced to ride hard for their Safety, and ha- 
vlng got to Weft mi nfter -Ferry , they endeavour’d to 
pafs ; but the Wherry men declared they would not 
go any more that Nignt ; upon which two rid a- 
way, and the other four gave their Horfes to a Wa- 
terman to lead to an Inn, which was not far off, 
being all of a Foam with their hard riding, which 
made th« Waterman miftruft they were Highwaymen, 


and had been purfued ; that Day two of them, after 
their Horfes were fet up, took Oars to Lambeth : 
The Waterman imparted his Sufpicion to feveral Peo- 
ple, the Conitablc got News of it, and he made it 
his Bufinefs to find them out: Getting a good Guard, 
he went to the Inn, and enquired what Kind of 
Perfons they were, fecured the Horfes, and made 
Search after the Men. 

Being in the Yard, he obferv’d a Perfon to walk 
up and down, as if he was fent for a Spy ; he de- 
manded what he wanted ? The other afk’d him, if 
fuch a one lived there ? He told him No ; then he 
enquired for another Name, which was the Name of 
the Man of the Houfe. The Conflable told him, he 
would go to the Houfe with him, which he did ; and 
knocking at the Door, inquired for a Perfon, whom 
the Maid denied, and fuddenly fhut the Door upon 
him, which gave the Conflable a greater Miflrufl ; 
upon which he afked the Man, who he wanted ? and 
told him, he fufpefted him to be one of thole who had 
committed the Robbery that Day, or that he belong’d 
to fome of them (the Conllable being all this while at 
a Dillance from his Guard, and without his Staff) and 
drawing the Fellow nearer to his Afiiflants, he boldly 
feiz’d him, and threatened to carry him before a Ma- 
gillrate. The Fellow being amazed at this unexpec- 
ted Surprize, prefently conleffed he was fent by thofe 
who had made their Efcapes, to lee what became of 
their Horfes, and whether any Enquiry or Purfuit 
was after them, and told the Conflable two of them 
were in the Houfe he knocked at, and the other two 
at an Inn in Lambeth . Upon this the Conflable rakes 
his Guard with him, goes to the Houfe, and knocks 
at the Door, which was not open’d, till he threa- 
ten’d to break it open : He was no fooner enter'd, 
but he difeovered Dudley going down a Pair of Stairs 
into the Cellar: He followed him ; but not fo fafr, 
but Dudley had Time to get into a further Cellar, 
and bolt himfelf in ; but it was foon forced open, 
where they found Dudley with his Sword in one Hand, 
and a Pillol in the other, threatening the Death of 
the firfl Man that touch’d him ; but feeing fo many 
Men arm’d, and finding it in vain to refill, he fur- 
render ’d his Arms up, and was taken Prifoner. The 
Conflable left a good Guard over him for his Secu- 
rity, and went to Lambeth , and took the other two, 
who in the Morning being carried before a Jullice 
was by him committed to Newgate. 

At the next Sdfions, Captain Dudley had his Tri- 
al, and was found Guilty on no lefs thon five In- 
didlments for the Highway, and received Sentence 
to be hang’d accordingly, with his Brother, and 
two of his Accomplices, 

After he had received Sentence, and was brought 
back to Newgate, he began to have a Senfe of his 
near approaching End, arid demean’d himfelf very 
well at Chapel. He confeffed he was a great Offen- 
der, that hejuflly deferved Death; but yet was ve- 
ry unfit to die, which troubled him much ; 
for he defired longer Time to make his Peace’ 
with God. An Acquaintance, who came to vifit him, J 
afked him if the Nearnefs of his Death (he being in 
perfeft Health, and to die the next Day) did not llar-j 
tie him ? He reply’d, Yes ; I have now but twenty 
four Hours to live, and fhaking his Head, defired of 
the Lorcf to forgive him ; and to thofe who were with 
him, he faid. Pray for me. A Gentleman who camel 
to fee him, gave him fome Tobacco, and would have 
given him more, which he refufed, telling him, Hi 
thanked him for what he had got already, that being, 
fuffeient for him , during the fhort Space he had to live 

He did not feem to be much call down, but en 
deavour’d to appear as chearful as poffible. He con 
fefTed he had robbed many Men, but never commit 
ted any Murder, and when llrongly charged wit! . 

killing 
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Hling the Seijeant as'above, he utterly denied it_ to 
he tail, but own’d he promoted the doing of ir. He 
/as carried from Newgate wirh fix Priioners more : 
Its Brother was very fick, and lay all along in the 
*Oart; but the Captain look’d pretty chearful all the 

I Va. y. Being come to the Place of Execution he con- 
•ffed he had been a notorious Offender ; and that he 
liHy deferved Death, defiring the Prayers of all good 
'hriftians ; and after the ufual Duties performed by 
tie Ordinary, they were all turned off together. Af- 
vc hanging the ufual Time, they were cut down, and 
is Body, with his Brother’s, put into feperate Cof- 
ns, to be carried to a difconfolate Father, who at 


the Sight of them, was fo much overwhelm’d with 
Grief, rhar he fell down upon the Dead Bodies, and 
never fpoke more, but was buried at the fame Time, 
and in rhe fame Grave, with his two unfortunate 
Sons. It muft needs be a fad, fhocking, and moll af- 
fecting Spe&ade to fee fo many Perfons going to an 
ignominious Death by the Impiety of their Lives ; to 
behold luch a Sight, one would think, might awaken 
all who faw it, to fly from fuch wicked Pra&ices to 
leave off their vitious Company, and debauched Con- 
verfation, and ferioufly imploring Mercy and Forgive- 
nefs for pail Iniquities, llrenuoufiy endeavour to re- 
deem their Time for the future. 


The LIFE of OLD MOB. 


r H E R E is a Beauty in all the Works of Na- 
ture, which we are unable to define, tho’ all 
the World is convinced of its Exigence: So 
1 every Aftion and Station of Life, there is a Grace 
) be attain’d which will make a Man pleafing to all 
bout him, and ferene in his own Mind. This alfo 
s well as the former, every one will own, and at the 
une Time fancy he can reach, though almoft all 
Mankind find themfelves miftaken . 

As every Virtue has its Foil, or a Sort of counter- 
rit Vice, which very nearly refembles it, fo near as 
ften to impofe upon the very PoffefTor ; in like Man- 
er the Beauty, Grace, or Decorum, which we have 
lentioned, often occafions that we purfue a wrong 
cent : We are convinced that there really is fuch a 
"hing, and while we are inquiring what it is, our 
wn favourite Paflions prefent us with fomething 
/hich we miftake for it, and which we ever after 
lake the Objed of our Purfuit. 

Thus a Man of a healthy, robull Conflitution, who 
as at the fame Time an impetuous and violent Tem- 
>er, fuch a one thinks of nothing fo much as of being 
fteem’d the brave 11 Man of his Neighbourhood, and 
i never fo well pleafed as when he fees others agree to 
iis Opinion, for fear of incurring his Difpleafure. 
danly Exercifes are his whole Delight, and he can 
carce bear to hear the Name of a Man given to one 
' >flefs Strength and Fire than himfelf. Others on the 
:ontrary, delight only in the Exercifes ofReafon, and 
^mufements of the Mind : Thefe frequently look 
lpon the former, as a Sort of Creatures in human 
Shape, who differ from the irrational World in norhing 
jut Figure and Speech. Thefe are the two Extremes 
)f Mankind, and make, perhaps, the moil difeerna- 
)le Difference ; but there is a like Contraft fubfiilir.g 
hroughout the whole Species. 

I Not to carry the Reader too far into this abftradled 
Vlanner of Reafoning, it will be obvious to every one 
'vho compares thefe Refledions with the Charader 
>f fome Villains of the firlt Magnitude ; that thefe 
mhappy Wretches, from a wrong Turn of thought, 
lave even placed the Beauty we have been fpeaking of, 
n Vice itfelf, and conceive a Sort of Excellence in 
>eing more vile and profligate than other Men ; 0 - 
herwife it is hardly probable, that they could com- 
nit fo many Irregularities with a ftrong Guefi, and 
m Appearance of Satisfaction. 


What we are fllll more to wonder at, is, that o- 
ther People ihould delight to hear the Adions of 
thefe Men rehearfed, and be even pleafed with 2 
Highwayman, who robs like a Gentleman. It feems 
as if it was, in Reality, fomething great to excel up- 
on any Account whatioever. But let us confider whe- 
ther luch a Plcafure as this be confident with a virtu- 
ous Inclination. Lives of wicked Men are doubtlefs 
both lawful and ufeful, for the fame End as Sea- 
Marks, and no other ; that we may avoid the 
Road in which they perifhed : Ought not therefore 
the greatell Villain to raife in us the greatell Abhor- 
rence. 

After thefe general Thoughts, we Hull give the 
Reader a Sketch of the Life and Adventures of Tho- 
mas Sympfon , commonly called Old-Mohh , who was 
perhaps, as notorious a Robber as almolt any one of 
the lalt Age, for the Space of five and forty Years 
together ; during which Time it was reported he 
never aded in any Company, except now and then a 
little with the Golden Farmer. 

This Man was bom at Ramfey in Hatnpfbire which 
continued to be the Place of his Habitation, when he 
refided any where under his right Name, till the Day 
of his apprehending ; and he had a Wife and five 
Children, befides Grand -Children, living there at the 
Time of his Shameful Death. 

We have no particular Account of his Education 
and private Life, from whence we may conclude, there 
was nothing remarkable in either. His Adventures 
on the Road we fhall relate in the Order which we 
have received them, which is the only Method we 
can follow. 

Riding one Time between Honiton and Exeter , 
he met with Sir Bartholomew Shower, whom he 
immediately called to an Account for the Money 
he had about him. Sir Bartholomew gave him all 
he had without any Words, which proved to be 
but a very little : Old Mob looked upon his Prize, 
and finding it infinitely fhorc of his ExpeClations, 
he readily told him. That there was not enough 
to anfwer his prefent Demands, which were very 
large, and very prefling ; And therefore. Sir, fays he, 
as you are my Banker, in general, you muft in - 
ftantly draw a Bill upon fomebody at Exeter for 
one hundred and ffty Pounds, and remain in the 
next Field as Security for the Payment } till 1 have 

receive# 
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received It . The Knight would fain have made 
fome Evafion, and protefted that there was Body in 
Exeter who would Pay fuch a Sum at a Moment’s 
Warning ; .but Old Mobb fo terrified him with 
holding a Pillol to his Breaft, that his Worfhip at 
Iall confemed, and drew upon a rich Goldfmith. 

As foon as Old Mobb had got the Note, he made 
Sir Bartholomew di (mount, and walk far enough 
from the Road to be out of every Bodies hearing, 
then bound him Hand and Foot, and left him under 
a Hedge, while he rode to Exeter , and receiv’d 
the Moneys which was paid without any Semple, 
the Goldfmith knowing the Hand-Writing perfectly 
well. When he return’d, he found the poor Knight 
where he left him. Sir, fays he, I am come with a 
Habeas Corpus to remove you out of your prefent Capti- 
vity ; which he accordingly did by untying him, and 
fending him about his Bufinefs : But Sir Bartbolo - 
wa ? obliged to walk Home which was full 
three Miles ; for our Adventurer had cut the 
Girths and Bridle of his Horfe, and turn’d him 
aftray, ever fince he went to Exeter with the 
Note. 

Old Mobb had one Time fome high Words with a 
Woman in his Neighbourhood, when among other 
hard Names he called her a Whore : Every one 
knows what a tender Thing the Honour of a Wo- 
man is, and how ready poor Englifb Hufbands 
are to vindicate their Wives Virtue. Whether or 
no the Saddle fitted at this Time, or whatever elfe 
was the Occafion, we can’t fay, but a Profecution in 
the Spiritual Court was fet a Foot again!! Old Mobb , 
and the good Man was fo zealous in Defence of his 
beloved Rib, that he put our Highwayman to a pretty 
Deal of Expence ; for a fpi ritual Procefs generally 
hurts the temporal Eftate, as much at leaft as a Suit 
at Common Law. To the Honour of our fpiritual 
Courts be it fpoken. 

Soon after this Trouble was over, Old Mobb met 
the Prodlor, who had managed againft him, and 
drawn not a little Money out of his Pocket. He quickly 
knew his dear ghoftly Friend ; but being very much 
difguis’d, was not at all apprehenfive of being known, 
which pleafed him extremely. Sir, quoth he, Jlartd 
and deliver this Moment , or 1 Jhall have no more 
Mercy on you than the Devil ; or, if you pleafe, you 
y our f elf wcield have on an excommunicated Pcrfon. 

‘ The Proftor made fome Refiftance, but was foon ob- 
liged to furrender, and pull out a fine embroider’d 
Purfe, with fifteen Guineas in it. He was a-going 
to take out the Guineas, and deliver them ; but Old 
Mobb liking the Purfe, aftured him, he mull have 
that alfo. The Proftor told him, it was given him 
by a particular Friend, and that he had promifed to 
keep it as long as he lived ; for which Reafon be beg- 
ged of him to leave that, Suppofe now, fays Old Mobb, 
that you had a Procefs againjl me, and were come to 
one for your Fees ; if I had no Money, nor any Thing of 
Value , but what was given me by a Friend, would 
you take it for Payment , if I told you that 1 had pro - 
mifed to keep it as long as I lived? No, Sir, ftay 
there ; I love People Jhould do as they would be done 
unto. What Bujinefs had you to promife a Thing that 
you were not fure of performing ? Jim 1 to be accounta- 
ble for your Vows ? ’Twas in Vain for the poor 
Proctor to ufe any more Words, for he plainly faw 
that if he offer’d to feparate the Purfe and Money, 
his own Body and Soul would be in Danger of Sepa- 
ration ; and notwithftanding his Spirituality, his in- 
ward Man did not much Care at this Time to leave 
5ts earthly Tabernacle; fo e’en gave both toge- 
ther. 

Mr. John Gadbury , the Aftrologer, was another 
that fell into the Hands of Old Mobb , who notwith- 
ftanding his Familiarity with the Stars, was not wife 


enough to forefee his own Misfortune, which has been 
a common Cafe with Men of his Profeifion. This i 
Rencounter was on the Road between Winchejler and 
London. Poor Gadbury trembled, and turned as 
white as a Clout, when Old Mobb told him what he ’ 
wanted, profefiing that he had no more Money a- 
bout him, than juft enough to bear his Expences to 
London ; but our Highwayman was not at all moved 
with Compaffion at what he faid : Are not you a lying 
Son of a IPhone, quoth he^ to pretend you want Mo- 
ney, when you hold twelve large Honfes of the Planets 
by Leafe Parole, which you let out again to the Statio- 
ner's Company at fo much per Ann. You muf not foam 
Poverty upon me. Sir , who know as good Things as 
yoUrfclf and who have a Pijlol that may prove as fa- 
tal as Sirius in the Dog D ays, if you f and trifling with 
me. Mr. Gadbury was at this Time, indeed, more 
apprehenfive of Old Mobb' s Piftol, than of any Star in 
the Firmament ; for lie was feniible the Influence of 
it, if difeharged, would be much more violent and 
fudden ; fo that he looked like one out of his Senfes. 
He was now even afraid to deliver his Money, leaft 
he fhould fuffer for telling a Lye : However, as he 
faw there was no Remedy, he pulled out a B: g, in 
which was about nine Pounds in Gold and Silver, 
which he gave with a few grumbling Expreffions. Old 
Mobb told him, he fhould take no Exceptions at what 
he faid ; for it was but juft, that the Lofer fhould 
have Leave to fpeak ; fo fetting Spurs to his Horfe, 
he left the Star-gazer to curie the difaftrous Conftella- 
tions. 

One Day Old Mobb overtook the Stage-Coach go- 
ing for Bath, with only one Gentlewoman in it : 
When he had commanded the Coachman to flop, and 
was come to the Door to raife Contribution after his 
ufual Manner, the Paftenger made a great many Ex- 
cufes, and wept very plentifully, in order to move 
him to pity ; fhe told him fhe was a poor Widow, 
who had lately loft her Hu (hand, and therefore fhe 
hoped, he would have fome Compaffion on her : And 
is your Loflng your Hujband then, fays lie, an Argu- 
meat that I mufl lofe my Booty ? 1 know your Sex too 
well. Madam , to fuffer myfelf to be prevail'd on by a 
Woman's Tears. Thofe Crocodile Drops are always at 
your Command ; and no doubt but that dear Cuckold of 
yours, whom you have lately buried, has frequently been 
perfwaded out of his Reafon by their Interpofition in 
your Domeflick Debates. IVeeping is fo cuflomary to \ 
you, that every Body would be difappointed, if a Wo- 
man was to bury her Hujband, and not weep for him ; 
but you would be more dij appointed, if no Body was to 
take Notice of your Crying ; for according to the old 
Proverb, the End of an Hujband is a Widow's Tears ; 
and the End of thofe Tears is another Hujband. 

The poor Gentlewoman upon this ran out into an 
extravagant Detail of her deceafed Hufband’s Virtues, , 
folemnly pretefting, that fhe would never be married 
again to the beft Man that wore a Head, for lhe fhould 
not expert a Elefting to attend her afterwards ; with a 
thoufand other Things of the lame Kind. Old Mobb,, 
at laft, interrupted her, and told her he would repeat! 
a pleafant Story in Verfe, which he had lcarn’d by. 
Heart, fo, firft looking round him to fee that the 
Coaft was clear on every Side, he began as follows : [ 

A Widow Prude had often flwore , 

No Bracelet Jhoitld approach her more \ 

Had often p rov'd that fecond Marriage 

Was ten Times worfe than Maid' s Mi f carriage, 1 

And always told them of their Sin, 

When Widows would be Wives agen: 

Women who' d thus thcmfelves abufe. 

Should die, Jhe thought, like honeji Jews : 

Let her alone to throw the Stones ; 

If 'ftK'fre but Law, JhJ d make no Bones • 
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Thus long /he led a Life demure ; 

But not with Char after fecure : 

For People faid ( what won t Folks fay ? ) 

That foe with Edward went aftray : 

(This Edward was her Servant Man) 

The Rumour thro ' the Parijh ran. 

She heard , Jhe wept , Jhe called tip Ned, 

Wip'd her Eyes dry , Jigh'd , fobb'd, and faid : 

Alas ! what JlancT rous Times are thefe ! 

What Jhall we come to by Degrees f 
This wicked World! 1 quite abhor it ! 

The Lord give me a better for it ! 

On me this Scandal do they fix? 

On me ? who , God knows , hate fuch Tricks ! 

Have Mercy, Heav'n, upon Mankind ! 

And grant us all a better Mind ! 

My Hufban d Ah that dearefi Rian ! 

Forget his Love I never can ; 

He took fuch Care of my good Name, 

And put all fiandd rous Tongues to Shame . ■— 

But , ah ! he's dead— Here Grief amain , 

Came bubling up, and fiop'd the Strain . 

Ned was no Fool ; he faw his Cue , 

And how to ufe good Fortune knew : 

Old Opportunity at Hand , 

He fie i Ad the Lock f and bid him fiand ; 

Urg'd of what Ufe a Hufband was 
To vindicate a Woman's Caufc, 

Exclaim'd againfi the fiand' rous Age ; 

And fwore he could his Soul engage. 

That Madam was fo free from Fault, 

She ne'er fo much as Jinn d in Thought ; 

V owing he'd lofe each Drop of Blood, 

To make that juft AJfertion good . 

This Logic, which well phas'd the Dame , 

At the fame Time eludes her Shame : 

A Hujband, for a Hujband's Sake, 

Was what Jhe' d ne'er confent to take. 

Yet, as the Age was fo cenforious , 

And Ned’r Propofa/s were fo glorious. 

She thought 'twas befi to take upon her, 

A fecond Guardian of her Honour. 

This, fays Old Mobb, is an exacl Picture of Wo- 
mankind, and as fuch I committed it to Memory ; you 
are very much obliged to me for the Recital, which 
has taken me up more Time than I ufually Jpend in 
taking a Purfe\ let us now pafs from the Dead to 
the Living, for it is thefe that 1 live by : I am in a 
pretty good Humour, and fo will not deal rudely by 
you . Be fo kind therefore, as to J'earch your fief, and 
ufe me as honefily as you are able ; you know I can ex- 
amine af towards, if I am not faiisfied with what 
you give me. The Gentlewoman found lie was refo- 
ld, and fo thought it the bell Way to keep him 
m Temper, which fhe did by pulling forty Guineas 
in a filk Purfe, and prefented them to him. ’Tis 
fifty to one but Old Mobb got more by repeating 
the Verfes above, than the poor Poet that wrote 
them, ever made of his Copy. Such is the Fate of 
the Sons of Apollo . 

Scarce was Old Mobb parted from this Gentlewo- 
man before he faw the Appearance of another Prize 
at fame Diflance. Who Ihould it be, but the famous 
Lincoln's- Inn Fields Mountebank, Cornelius a Til- 
burgh, who was going to fet up a Stage at Wells. 
Our Adventurer knew him very well, as indeed, did 
aknoft every one at Time, which occafioned his 
demanding his Money in a little rougher Language 
than ufuai. The poor Thiack-Salver was willing to 
preferve what he had ; and to that End, ufed a great 
many fruitlefs Expoflulations, pretending that he 


had expended all the Money he had brought out 
with him, and was himfelf in Ncceffity. But Old 
Mobb foon gave him to underlland, that he would 
not be put off with fine Words ; and that he had 
more Wit than to believe a Mountebank whole Pro- 
fdfion is Lying. Ycu get your Money, fays he, as 
eafily as 1 do, and 'tis only fulfilling an old Proverb , 
if y ou g l ' ve all you have : Lightly come. Lightly go. 
Next Market-Day, DoSior, will make up all, if you 
have any Luck. 'Twill excite People to buy your Pac- 
kets, fas an Infiance of' your great Defire to fierve 
them, you tell them what you fiuffcrd upon your four- 
ney, which never thelejs, could not kinder your coming to 
exercifie your Bence Is of CompaJJion among them, and 
refiore fuch as are in a languijhing Condition . 

The Empirick could fcarce forbear laughing to 
hear Old Mobb hold forth fo excellently well, and 
lay open the Craft of his Occupation with fo much 
Dexterity. lie was notwithllanding, very unwilling 
to part with his Money, and began to read a Le&ure 
of Morality to our Defperado, upon the Unlawful- 
ness of his Actions, telling him, that what he did 
might frequently be the Ruin of poor Families, and 
oblige them afterwards to follow irregular Courfes, 
in order to make up what they had loll : And then, 
fays he, you are anfwerable fer the Sins of fuch Peo- 
ple. This is the Devil correcting Sin with a Witnefs, 
quoth Old Mobb , Can I ruin more People than you, 
dear Mr. Theophrafius Bombafhis? You are a feru- 
pulous, confcientious Son of a Whore, indeed, to 
tell me of ruining People. I only take their Mo- 
ney away from them ; but you frequently take a- 
way their Lives; and what makes it the worfe, you 
do it fafely, under a Pretence of reltoring them to 
Health ; whereas I fhould be hanged for killing a 
Man, or even Robbing him, if I were taken. You 
have put out more Eyes than the Small-Pox, made 
more Deaf than the CataraCls of Nile, in a Word, 
deflroy’d more than the Pellilence. ’Tis in vain 
to trifle with me, Do&or, unlefs you have a Reme- 
dy againll the Force of Gun-powder and Lead. If 
you have any fuch excellent Specifick, make Ufe of 
it inftantly, or elfe deliver your Money. 

Our itinerant Quack Hill continuing his Delays, 
Old Mobb made bold to take a Portmanteau from 
his Horfe, and put it upon his own, riding off with 
it, till he came to a convenient Place for opening 
it. Updn examining the Infide, he found five and 
twenty Pounds in Money, and a large Golden Me- 
dal, which King Charles II. had given him for Poy- 
foning himfelf in his Majefly’a Prefence ; befides all 
his Inllruments, and Implements of Quackery. 

Another Time Old Mobb met with the Dutchefs 
of Portfmoutb , on the Road between New-Market 
and London, attended with a fmall Retinue. He made 
bold to flop the Coach, and ask her Grace for what 
Ihe had about her; but Madam, who had been long 
ufed to command a Monarch, did not underlland the 
Meaning of being fpoken to in this Manner by a 
common Man. Whereupon Ihe briskly demanded. 
If he knew who fhe was? Yes, Madam, replied 
Old Mobb, I known you to be the greateft Whore in 
the Kingdom ; and that you are maintain’d at the 

Publick Charge. 1 know that all the Courtiers 

depend on your Smiles, and that even the K— * him- 
felf is your Slave. But what of all that? A Gen- 
tleman ColleClor is a greater Man upon the Road, 
much more abfolute than his Majelty is at Court. 
You may now fay, Madam, that a Angle Highway- 
man, has exercifed his Authority, where Charles II. 
of England has often begged a Favour, and thought 
himfelf happy to obtain it, at the Expence of his 
Treafure, as well as his Breath. 

Her Grace continued to look upon him, with a 
fuperiour, lofty Air, and told him, he was a very 
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infolent Fellow ; that the would give him nothing, 
and that he fhould feverely fuffer for this Affront : 
Adding, that he might touch her if he durll. 
Madam, fays Old Mobb , that haughty French Spirit 
will do you no good here. I am an Englifb Free- 
booter ; and infill upon it as my Native Privilege to 
feize all Foreign Commodities. Your Money in- 
deed is Engliff, and the prodigious Sums that have 
been Iavilhed on you will be a lulling Proof of Engli/h 
Folly. Neverthelefs, all you have is confifcated to 

me by being bellowed on fuch a worthlefs B h 

I am King here. Madam, and I have a Whore to 
keep on the Publick Contributions, as well as King 
Charles: ’Tis for this that I collect of all that pals, 

and you fliall have no Favour from me. As 

foon as he had fpoke, he fell bn board her in a very 
boiftrous Manner, fo that her Grace began to cry 
out for Quarters, telling him, (he would deliver all 
fhe had. She was as good as her Word ; for Ihe 
furrendered two hundred Pounds in Money, -which 
was in the Seat of her Coach, befides a very rich 
Necklace, which* her Royal Cully had lately given 
her, a Gold Watch, two Diamond Rings. 

Being once at Abingdo n, on a Market-Day, when 
there is always a great Quantity of Corn bought and 
fold, Old Mobb, happened to fell into Company with 
a Perfon at the Crown-Inn, whom he knew to be a 
great Ingroffer of Corn ; and that he had juft bought 
as much of that Commodity as came to fifty Pounds. 
Having a pretty deal of Money in his Pocket at this 
Time, it came into his Head, how to cheat the Mo- 
nopolizer out of his Bargain. To this End, he put 
on the Appearance of a Man of Bufmefs, pretend- 
ed that he was come from London to buy, and de- 
fired to fee this Purchafe of the Countryman’s. 

As foon as he few it, he feem’d to like it migh- 
tily, and demanded the Price of the Owner, who 
asked him but a fmall Advance above what he had 
juft given for it. Old Mobb prefently paid down the 
Money, and fent the Goods away, where he was 
fure of having it dilpofed of again at prime Coft. 

This was all that there was to be done that Day ; 
for the Ingroffer did not go out of Town till the 
next Morning. Old Mobb againft that Time, took 
Care to be well informed of the Way he was to 
take, and was at his Heels before he got two Miles 
out of Town. He foon found an Opportunity to 
clap a Piftol to his Breail, and tell him that he nmft 
have the Money again, which he had lent him Yeller- 
day, and whatfoever elfe. he had about him. The 
Countryman was fufficiently furpriz’d to fee himfelf 
addreffed to by his late Companion in fuch a Manner 
as this, and asked him, with Trembling, if it was 
Juftice, in him to take away both Goods and Money 
too. Haft thou the Impudence to talk of Jullicc, 
fays Old Mobb? Can any Man in the World art more 
unjullly than an Ingroffer of Corn, who buys up the 
Produce of his Country, robs the Poor of their Bread, 
and pretends a Scarcity in Times of Plenty, only to 
increafe his own Subitance, and leave behind him A- 
bundance of ill-gotten Wealth ? You are for inclofmg 
all the Land in the Kingdom, and call our Fore-fa- 
thers Fools, becaufe they fold Corn for Twelve-pence 
a Buftiel. No Pirture pleafes you fo well as that of 
Pharoab' s lean Kine, who eat up the fat ones ; this 
you hang up in your Parlours, recommend to your 
Neighbours, and pray fecredy to fee the Interpre- 
tation of infrequently fulfilled. Such Vermin as you 
are unfit to live upon the Earth ; for you dread 
what all the World befides efteem a Bleffmg ; and 
dare not wifh well to your Country left her Profpe- 
rity fhould difappoint your Hopes, and oblige you 
to bring out your hoarded Stock, and fell it for 
lefs than it coft you. Talk no more of Juftice, Sir, 
but deliver your Money, or I fhall - do the World 


fo much Juftice as to fend you out of it. Hereup- 
on the Countryman delivered a Big with all Old 
Mobb' s Money in it, and about as much more, 
which occafion’d our Adventurer to ride away with 
a great Deal of Satisfertion. 

Not long after the committing of this Robbery, 
Old Mobb met with Sir George Jefferies , at that 
Time Lord Chief Juftice of the King's Bench , as he 
was going to his Country Seat. My Lord Chief 
Juftice upon the P>.oad, was no more than another 
Man ; for he firft difabled two Servants that attend- 
ed him, by (hooting one through the Ann, and the 
other through the Thigh, and then flopped the Coach, 
and demanded his Lordfhip’s Money. Jefferies had 
before this made himfelf fufficiently famous, by his 
Wellern Aflizes, and other very fevere Proceedings, 
fo that he imagined his Name carried Terror enough 
in it, to intimidate any Man ; but he was miftaken 
in Old Mobb, who had Courage to fpeal: his Mind 
without any refpert to Perfons, and when his Lord- 
fhip told him his Name, only laid, He was glad he 
could be revenged on him in any Manner for putting 
him in Bodily Fear at Hartford Affixes a few Months 
before. According to Law, my Lord, fays lie, I might 
charge a Con fable with you, and bind you over to 
the Quarterly Sejfions, for threat mu g to take away 
my Life : However, if you pleafe , as 1 don't love to 
be fpiteful, I will make up the Matter with you for 
what Money you have in the Coach , which, I think, is 
as eafy as you can defire , and e after than you can 
defire, and e a fie r than you deferve. 

Jefferies expoftulated with him, upon the great 
Hazard he ran, both of Soul and Body, by following 
fuch wicked Courfes, telling him, that he muft ex- 
pert Juftice to follow his Crimes, if he believed there 
was any fuch Thing as a Providence that govern’d 
the World. I don’t doubt, fays Old Mobb , but 
that when Jnftice has overtaken us both, I fhall ftand 
at leaft, as good a Chance as your Lordfhip ; who 
have already writ your Name in indelible Chararters 
of Blood, by putting to Death fo many hundred in- 
nocent Men, for only ilanding up in Defence of our 
Common Liberties, that you might fecure the Fa- 
vour of your Prince. ’Tis enough for you to preach 
Morality upon the Bench, where no Body dares to 
contradirt you ; but your Leffons can have no Effert 
upon me at this Time ; for I know you too well not 
to fee that they are only calculated to preferve Mo- 
ney. T his Speech of Old Mobb , was followed with 

fifty Oaths and Imprecations againft the poor Judge, 
which threaten’d him with nothing but immediate 
Death, if he did not deliver his Money. Jefferies 
few his Authority would now ftand him in no Stead ; 
fo he gave what Money he had, which amounted 
to about fiftyfix Guineas. 

We took notice at the beginning of this Life of 
Old Mobb , that he fome times was engaged with the 
Golden Farmer, the Reader may therefore juftly ex- 
pert an Account of fome of their Actions in Concert, 
two Stories, the moft remarkable and diverting that 
we have feen concerning them, now follow. 

Having both of them a pretty de.,1 of ready Cafh, 
and being willing to retire a little while from the 
Highway, where they had lately made a great Noife, 
and were now very much fought after, they came to 
London , in order to make ufe of their Wits, of which 
they had both as great (hares as they of ftrengih 
and Courage. Here their firft Work was to obferve 
the Humours and Manners of the Citizens, which 
neither of them was well acquainted with before, 
that they might know the better how to proceed, 
and impofe upon them in their own Way. 

Every one knows that London is all hurry and 
Noife ; every Man there is a Man of Bufinefs, and 
thofe who wake good Appearances never want Cre- 
dit, 
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tilt, all People there live by mutual Dependance upon 
one another, and he who has dealt for two or three 
hundred Pounds, and made good his Payments, may 
afterwards be trufted for five. Our Adventures foon 
perceived all this, and what Advantages many de- 
figning Men made of the general confidence, that 
People repofed in each other, they faw that no Body 
could teach them how to cheat a Citizen, fo well as 
a Citizen himfelf, and thereupon he concluded, that 
! the bell Way they could take, was, to both turn 
Tradelmen. 

Each of them now, takes a large handfome Hojfe, 
hires two or three Servants, and fets up for a great 
Dealer. The Golden Farmer s Habitation was in 
Tba?nes-ftreet, where he patted for a Cornchandler, 
which Occupation he had the molt Knowledge in of 
any. Old Mobb took up his rcfidcnce fomewhere 
near the Tower, and call’d himfelf a Holland Trader, 
he having been abroad when a Boy, and knowing 
pretty well what Commodities were exported to that 
Country, of the Language of which he had alfo a 
fmall Smattering. They went for near Relations, of 
the Name of Bryan, and faid they were North-Coun- 
try Men. 

They now employ all their Time in enquiring after 
Goods in their feveral Ways, buying whatever comes 
to their Hands, and either paying ready Money them- 
felves, or drawing upon each other, for one, two, or 
three Days ; at which Time Payment was always 
pun&ually made. This conttant Tide of Money was 
kept up by their continually felling privately what 
they bought (fometimes, perhaps, not a little to Lofs) 
to fuch Perfons as are glad to make ufe of their Calh 
in this Manner ; and always wink at Things, which 
they can’t comprehend, while they find their Interell 
in it. As they deal in very different Ways, the Chap- 
ter. of the one, had no Knowledge of thofe of the 
Dther ; fo that though ever)' one of them had been 
lent at one Time or another, by his refpe&ive Cuilo- 
ner, to receive Money of his Kinfman, none of them 
had any Notion, that the Correfpondence w as mutual, 
uid confequendy no Sufpicion of a Fraud at the Bot- 
:om. 

Thus they coutinued till they both found their 
Dharafters thoroughly eftablifhed : Perhaps in this 
Time, they might each of them Iofe a hundred or 
1 :wo of Pounds, but they very Well knew that this 
1. Lofs would get them as many Thoufands. When 
:hey faw that all who dealt with them were ready to 
ici end in what Goods they required, and not in the 
eafi Care about their Money, they thought their Pro- 
eel ripe for Execution, accordingly a Day was appoint- 
x id for that Purpofe. 

They now' order all their Cuftomers to bring them 
n Goods on fuch a Day, as much, at leal! in Quan- 
s t|:ity, as they had ever before received at one Time of 
he refpeflive Sorts ; confining them all to particular 
J -lours for the Delivery of what they brought, that 
csji hey might not interfere - with one another, and fo 
ufpeft that fome unfair Defign was on Foot. At the 
j ame Time they inform'd thofe who ufually bought 
•very Thing off their Hands, that they fhould have 
uch and fuch Quantities of fo many Sorts to difpofe 
• >1, naming the next Day to that wmen they were to 
eceive them ; that they would fell them cheap, be- 
taufe they were obliged to make up a large Sum of 
*ead y Money ; that therefore they defired them to 
* punctual, and bring only Calh for what they de- 
gn’d to buy. The whole Scheme iucceeded as well 
s they could wiih ; on one Side there wiis no Sufpi- 
ion; and on the other, if there was any, it was not 
aelntereflof the Parties to difeover what they thought, 
ecaufe every one of them promifed himfelf fome Ad- 
antage. 

The Goods were all delivered according to Order, 


at the Day and Hour appointed, and Notes were 
mutually drawm by the Kinfman in Tbames+Street 
upon him by the Towtr ; and by the Kinfman by 
the Tower, upon him in Tbames-Stree? , for the feve- 
ral Sums, to be paid at three Days after Date. Ne- 
ver were Men better fatisfied than thefe poor Dupes, 
not one of them doubting but he Ihould have all his 
Money the Moment he went for it, as ufual. They 
w'ent Home, and flept foundly that Night, and the 
tWo Nights fucceeding. 

Next Day came the Bayers, and entirely cleared 
both Houfes, paying down Ready Money for all they 
carried off. Thefe too were as well pleafed as the 
rdf, and with much better Reafon. They imagined 
indeed, that their Chapmen were going to break, but 
what was that to them ? No Matter how' the poor 
Men were to live for the future, fo long as they coaid 
have good Bargains at prefen t. 

There was now Time enough before the Day of 
Payment, for our two Merchants to take Care of 
themfelves, and the Money they had raifed, which 
they did very effe finally. 

When they came to Computation they found, that 
by this one bold Stroke, they had got clear into their 
Pockets, about fixteen hundred and thirty Pounds : 
A pretty confiderable Sum for three Months, which 
was thelongeil Time they were in Trade. 

When the Creditors came to receive their Money, 
they w'ere furpriz’d at both Places to fee the Doors 
fall, and the Windows fhut, till they were informed 
by the Neighbours, that the Birds were flown the 
Day before ; "and that all their Furniture was either 
carried off in the Night, or feiz’d for Rent. How 
the Men now looked upon one another ! Every one 
began to fufped that the refl who were attending 
came about the fame Bufmefs as himfelf ; and indeed 
when they came to examine the Matter, they found 
themfelves not miilaken. Thofe who were earlieflin 
Tbames-Street, and had heard the melancholy News, 
went forthwith to the Toliver to complain that Mr. 
Coufin was gone ; and thofe. at the Tower fet out for 
Tbames-Street. Now was the whole Plot unravell’d, 
u'hen they faw both were departed quietly, and had 
learned of each other how they had been mutually im- 
pofed upon by the pretended Relations, when they 
told their feveral Cafes. 

One fuch Trick as this, is enough for a Man’s 
whole Life, and as much as he can fafely play in the 
fame Kingdom. Our two Bryans now, therefore, re- 
fum’d their old Names and Habits, taking to the 
Highway again for fome Time, till frefh Danger of 
being apprehended, put them once more to their 
Shifts. There was not lefs Art in what they now did, 
than in what we have jull related, only they adledin 
a lower Sphere, not daring to afpire fo high as to be 
Merchants, after they had brought fo much Scandal 
upon the Name. 

Men whofe Thoughts are all turn’d upon Money, 
have no Regard to the Manner in which they get 
what they defire; nor need they, provided they 
come off with Impunity ; for all People honour the 
Rich, without enquiring how they came to be 
fo. 

There were two wealthy Brothers of the Name of 
Seals, Philip ' and Charles , both Jewellers: Philip 
lived in London , and Charles refided at Brijlol ; Where 
they were both bom, in a Houfe which his Father left 
him. The Golden Farmer and Old Mobb knew every 
Circumllance of the Family, from which thefe Men 
were defeended, and were moreover particularly in- 
ilru&ed in the private Hiflory of our Brothers. This 
made our Defperado’s fix on diem for their next Prize, 
now they were again reduced to Extremity. The 
Brothers were fickly coniumptive Men, which incli- 
ned thefe arch Villains to undertake and perform what 
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will be as diverting in She Relation, as it was unpar- 
rallel’d in itfelf, and worthy of the Men who a&ed 
in it. 

Having contriv’d and order’d the whole Affair, the 
firil Step they took towards executing it, was writing, 
and copying the following Letter, making only the 
Alteration of the Place and Name, as they faw ne- 
ceffary. 


March 2 6 . 1 686 . 

Dear Brother , 

T HIS comes to bring you the forrowful News, 
that you have loft the beft of Brothers , a?id 1 
the kindeft of Hufbands y at a Time when we were 
in Hopes of his growing better , as the Spring ad- 
<vanced y and continuing with us at leaft one Summer 
longer : He died this Morning , about Eleven of the 
Clock , after he had kept his Bed only three 
Days . 

I fend fo haftily to you y that you may be here before 
we prepare for the Funeral y which was the Defire of 
my dear Hujband y who informed me, that he had made 
you joint Executor with me . The Will is in ?ny Hands , 
and I Jhall defer opening it till you arrive here . I am 
too full of Grief to add any more , the Meffenger, who 
is a very ho?ieft Man , and a Neighbour of mine , Jhall 
inform you of fuch Particulars as are needful from 

Tour Sorrowful Sifter 

— ■ - S I A LS. 

P. S. I employ'd a Friend io write for me, which 
I defire you to excufe , for I was not able 
to do it myfelf, nor indeed to dictate any 
more . 

Thefe Letters being fealed, and properly directed, 
cur two Adventures drefTed themfelves according to 
the Characters they were to bear, and parted from 
each other ; one of them riding towards London , and 
the other towards Briftol, having fo ordered it be- 
fore-hand, that they might both come to the End of 
their Journey at the fame Time. 

They arrived, they delivered their Credentials, 
and were kindly received : ’Tis not to our Purpofe 
to declare how many Tears were fhed upon open- 
ing the Letters, and how many Eulogias each of the 
living Brothers beftow’d upon him whom he fup- 
pofed to be dead. Much lefs fhall we pretend to 
deferibe the Secret Joy which they both concealed 
under a forrowful Countenance ; but which naturally 
arofe in their Breafts, when they underitood that 
an Addition would now accrue to their Fortunes by 
the Death of a Brother. ’Tis true, they both loved 
one another ; but of all Love, Self-Love is the 
ftrongeft. 

The Evening at each Place was fpent in talking 
over feveral Particulars of the Family. Subje&s that 
at fuch a Time as this always come in the Way : Our 
MefTengers were both very expert, and each Brother 
was convinced, that the Man whom his Sifter had 
fent, had been long converfant in the Family, by the 
exaCt Account which he gave of Things. They more- 
over, added of their own Heads a great Deal of Stuff 
concerning the Manner of thC reipeftive Mr. Seal's 
Death, and what he faid in his laft Moments, which 
at this Time, was doubtlefs very moving. In a 
Word, the beft Bed in both Houfes was made ready 
for our two Sharpers, who were to depart the next 
Morning, and tell the Sifters-in-Law that their Bro- 
thers would come two Days after, which was as foon 
as their Mourning could be made, and other Things 
prepared for the Journey. 


It may be proper to obferve, that Old Mobb went 
to Briftol y and tho Golden Farmer to London. The 
firll of thefe found Means in the Evening to fecure 
Jewels, to the Value of two hundred Pounds, which 
was all the Booty he had any Opportunity to make: 
But the Golden Farmer having well obferved the Pe- 
tition of Mr. Philip Seal's Shop, arofe in the Night, 
came tilently down Stairs, and took to a much greater 
Value ; among other Things a Diamond Neck- 
lace, which was juft made for a Lady of the firft 
Quality, but not to be delivered ’till l'ome Days af- 
ter, three very large Diamond Rings, and five fmall 
ones. 

In the Morning both our Adventurers fet out, one 
from Briftol , and the other from London , They met 
at a Place before appointed, and congratulated one a- 
nother upon their Succefs. 

But we muft leave them together, and return to 
the Brothers, who were both getting ready for their 
Journey. 

Such was the Hurry and Confution which our Mef- 
fengers had put the two Families in, that no Body in 
either of them took any Notice of the Shops, fo that 
nothing of the Robberies was difeovered Time enough 
to prevent the Mailers fetting out, and Jet them lee 
that they were impofed on. The Shops were well 
furnifhed out, and what was carried off, took up but 
little Room ; wherefore ’twas not furprizing, that 
fuch a Thing fhould be overlooked, at a Time 
when no Butinefs was thought of, but the Preparati- 
ons for Travelling, and appearing decently at the Fu- 
neral. 

The merrieft Part of the whole Story was our two 
Brothers fetting out the fame Morning, and coming 
the fame Evening to Newberry , where they took up 
their Lodging alio at the fame Inn. He from Lon- 
don came in hrft, and being fatigued went to Bed 
before the other arrived. The Briftol Man about 
two Hours after, pafled through his Brother’s Room, 
and a Companion with him, whom he had engaged 
to attend him, and repofed themfelves where but a 
thin Partition was between the two Chambers. Phi- 
lip, , the Londoner , was alleep when his Brother went 
by him, but the Difcourie between Charles , and 
his Friend, furpriz’d him ; he could not tell whal 
they talk’d off ; but was certain one of the Tongues 
was his Brothers, whom he was going to fee bu- 
ried. 

By and by Charles had Occafion to go to the ne« 
ceifary Houfe ; upon which he rifes, and attempt 1 
to go through Philip's Chamber again, who by the 
Moon-light was ftill more convinced that he had noi 
been deceived in the Voice : Upon this he fcreamec 
out, and Charles was now as much furpriz’d as hi: 
Brother ; fo that he ran back to Bed half dead wit! 
Fear. 

In a Word, they both continued fweating, anc 
frightning themfelves till Morning, when they aroti 
and drefled themfelves in their Mourning Apparel 
Below Stairs for fome Time they fhunn’ti one ana 
ther dll they were taken Notice off by the Penpli 
of the Houfe, who with fome Difficulty brought then 
together, after they had heard both their Stories 
They now faw themfelves impofed on, but could no 
imagine the Reafon of it, till after fpending twi 
Days together at the Inn, they both returned, am 
found themfelves robbed. Now was the Plot unra 
veil’d. 

Old Mobb , was at laft apprehended in Tuthill-ftreet 
Weftminfter y committed to Newgate, and tried at th 
Old-Bailey on thirty-fix Indidinents ; of thirty-tw* 
of which he was found Guilty. 

On Friday the 30th of May, 1690. he was execu 
ted at Tyburn^ without making any Speech or Cor 
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feffion ; but continuing to aft with his ufuai Intrepi- convince the greatejl Libertine of the Government of a 

juft Providence ; and make him - tremble at his own 
Thoughts and Aft ions, ’ Tis alfo very /hocking to refleSt 
Thus does the divine Vengeance purfue the Workers upon the Departure of fuch a Man out of the World , in 
of Iniquity , and very feldom fujfers them to depart out fuch an infenfble Manner as Old Mobb made his Exit, 
of this Life , without expofeng them to Shame and Ini - fince at be ft Death is a Launching forth into a State of 
pity . This, one would think, would be fifficient to Uncertainty . 


The LIFE of Major 


M AJOR Bonnet was a Gentleman of good 
Reputation in the Ifland of Barbadoes, where 
he was Maher of a plentiful Fortune, hav- 
ing, be fide?, the Advantage of a liberal Education. 
He had the leaft Temptation of any Man to follow 
fuch a Courfe of Life, from the Condition of his Cir- 
cumftances ; and therefore it was very furprizing to 
every one, in the Ifland where he liv’d, when they 
heard of his Enterprizcs. As he was generally efteem’d 
and honour’d, before he broke out into open AOs of 
Piracy, fo he was afterwards rather pitied than con- 
demned, by thofe that were acquainted with him ; who 
believ’d that this Humour of going a pirating pro- 
ceeded from a Diforder in his Mmd, which had been 
but too vifible in him, fome Time before this wicked 
Undertaking, and which is faid to have been occafi- 
on’d by fome Difcomforts he met with in a married 
State. But be that as it will, the Major was but ill 
qualify’d for the Bufmefs ; for he did not underftand 
maritime Affairs. 

When he was refolv’d in his wicked Purpofe, he 
fitted out a Sloop, with 10 Guns, and 70 Men, en- 
tirely at his own Expence, and in the Night-time 
fail’d from Barbadoes. He call’d his Sloop The Re- 
venge, and his firft Cruize in her was off the Capes 
of Virginia ; where he took feveral Ships, and plun- 
der’d them of their Provifions, Cloaths, Money, Am- 
munition, &c. in particular the Anne T Captain 
Montgomery , from Glafcow ; the Turbet , from Bar- 
badocs ; which latter, for the Country’s Sake, after 
they had taken out the principal Part of the Lading, 
the Pirate Crew fet on Fire. They took, alfo, the 
Endeavour, Captain Scot, from Brijlol \ and the Young 
from Leith . From hence they went to New -York, 
and off the Eaft End of Long-Ijland they took a Sloop 
bound for the Weft-Indies ; after which they flood in 
and landed fome Men at Gardners -Ifland, but in a 
peaceable Manner ; for they bought Provifions for 
the Company’s Ufe, which they paid juiily for, and 
fo went off again without Moleltation. 

Some Time after, in the Month of Auguft 1717, 
Bonnet came off the Bar of South -Carolina, and took 
a Sloop and a Brigantine inwards-bound ; the Sloop 
ei,j belong’d to Barbadoes, Jofeph Pahner Mafler. and 
yX ivas laden with Rum, Sugar, and Negroes ; the Bri- 
gantine came from New-England, Thomas Porter was 
AM Mafler ; her they plunder’d, and then difmifs’d : 

But they fail’d away with the Sloop, and at an Inlet 
ilIJ 4 n North -Carolina were careen’d by her, and then 
diey fet her on Fire. 

After the Sloop had clean’d, they put to Sea, but 
or'- ! 2une to no Refolution what Cowrie to take, for the 
& 1 >ew were divided in their Opinions, fome being for 


STEDE BONNET. 


One Thing, and fome for another ; fo that nothing 
but Confuflion feem’d to attend all their Schemes. 

The Major was no Sailor, as was faid before, and 
therefore was often oblig’d to yield to many Things 
that were impos’d on him, during their Undertak- 
ing, for want of a competent Knowledge in maritime 
Affairs, till at length he happen'd to fall in Company 
with Edward Teach, commonly call’d Black-Beard f 
as we fhall obferv’d in his Life. r i his Fellow was a good 
Sailor, but a moll cruel harden’d Villain, bold and 
daring to the laft Degree, and would not flick atper- 
petraring the moft abominable Wickednefs imaginable ; 
for which , he was made chief of that execrable Gang. 
It might be faid, that his Poft was not unduly fill'd, 
Black-Beard being truly the Superior in Roguery of 
all the Company, as fhall be related in iiis Life, here- 
after. 

To him Bonne f s Crew join’d in Confortfhip, and 
Bonnet himfelf was laid afide, notvvitiiftanding the 
Sloop was his own. The Major went a-board Black- 
Beard's Ship, not concerning himfelf with any of 
their Affairs, and continu’d there till fhe was loft in 
Topfail Inlet ; and one Richards was appointed Cap- 
tain in his Room. The Major nowfaw his Folly,but 
could not help himfelf, which made him melancholy: 
He refle&ed upon his paft Courfe of Life, and was 
confounded with Shame w r hen he thought upon what 
he had done. His Behaviour was taken Notice of by 
the other Pirates, who lik’d him never the better for 
it : and he often declar’d to fome of them, that he 
would gladly leave off that Way of Living, being per- 
fectly tir’d of it ; but he fhould be afham’d to fee the 
Face of any honefl Englijb Man again: Therefore he 
faid if he could get to Spain or Portugal, where he 
might live undifeover’d, he would fpend the Remain- 
der of his Days in either of thofe Countries, other- 
wife he mull continue with them as lone as he 
liv’d. 

When Black-Beard loft his Ship at Topfail Inlet, 
and furrender’d to the King’s Proclamation, Bonnet 
re-affum’d the Command of his o\vn Sloop, The Re- 
venge, went direftly away to Bath Town in North - 
Carolina, furrender’d like wife' to the King’s. Pardon, 
and receiv’d a Certificate. The War was now broke 
out between the Triple Allies and Spain ; fo Major 
Bonnet gets a Clearance for his Sloop at North-Carolina, 
and goes to the Ifland of St. Thomas, with a Defign, 
at leaft as he pretended, to get the Emperoi’s C’om- 
miffion to go a privateering upon, the Spaniards. 
When Bonnet came back to Topfail Inlet, he found 
that Teach and his Gang were gone, and t i they 
had taken all the Money, fmall Arms, and EffeCb of 
Value, out of the great Ship, and fet afhore feventeen 
N * Men 
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Men on a fmall fandy Iftand above a League from 
the Main, no Doubt with a Defign they ihould pe- 
rifh, for there was no Inhabitant, or Provifions ro 
fubfift withal, nor any Boat, or Materials to build 
or make any kind of Launch or Vcffel, to efcape 
from that defolate Place : They had remain'd there 
two Nights and a Day, without Subfiftance, or the 
leaft Proiped of any, expecting nothing elfe but a 
lingering Death ; when, to their inexpreftiblc Com- 
fort, they faw Redemption at Hand. Major Bonnet 
happening to get Intelligence of their being there, 
by two of the Pirates who had efcap’d from reach's 
Cruelty, and had got to a poor little Village at the 
upper End of the Harbour, fent his Boat to make 
Difcovery of the Truth of the Matter, which the 
poor Wretches feeing, they made a Signal to them, 
and were all brought onboard Bonnet's Sloop. 

Major Bonnet told all his Company, that he would 
take a Commiftion to go againlt the Spaniards , and 
to that End, would fail to St. Thomas's ; therefore 
he faid if they would go with him, they Ihould be 
welcome. To this they all confented, but as the 
Sloop was preparing to fail, a Bom Boat which brought 
Apples and Cyder to lell to the Sloop’s Men, inform- 
ed them, that Captain Teach lay at Ocricock Inlet, 
with only 18 or 20 Hands. Bonnet , who bore him 
a mortal Hatred for fome Infults offered him, went 
in purfuit of Black-heard, , but it happened too late, 
for he miffed of him there. They cruized after him 
four Days, when hearing no farther News of him, 
they llee red their Courfe towards Virginia. 

In the Month of July, thefe Adventurers came 
off the Capes, and meeting a Pink, with a Stock of 
Provifions on board, which they happened to be in 
Want of, they took out of her ten or twelve Barrels 
of Pork, and about 400 Weight of v Bread: They 
would not, however, have this fet down to the Ac- 
count of Piracy, and therefore they gave them eight 
or ten Casks of Rice, and an old Cable, in lieu there- 
of. 

Two Days afterwards they chafed a Sloop of fixty 
Ton, and about two Leagues off of Cape Henry they 
took her. They were fo happy here as to get a Sup- 
ply of Liquor to their Vi&uals, for they brought 
from her two Hogfheads of Ruin, and as many of 
Moloffes ; which, it feems, they had need of, tho’ 
they had no ready Money to purchafe them : What 
Security they intended to give, I can’t tell ; but Bon- 
net , fent eight Men to take Care of the Prize Sloop, 
who, perhaps, not caring to make Ufe of thofe ac- 
cuftoni’d Freedoms, took the firft Opportunity to go 
off with her, and Bonnet (who was now pleafed to 
have himfelf call’d Captain Thomas) faw them no 
more. 

After this, the Major threw off all Reftraint, and, 
tho’ he had juft before received his Majesty's Mercy, 
in the Name of Stede Bonnet , he relaps’d in good 
Earneft into his old Vocation, by the Name of Cap- 
tain Thomas , and recommenced a down-right Pirate, 
by taking and plundering all the Veffels he met with : 
He took off Cape Henry , two Ships from Virginia , 
bound to Glafcow , which fumiftied them with but 
very little befides an hundred Weight of Tobacco. 
The next Day they took a fmall Sloop bound from 
Virginia to Bermudas , which fupply’d them with 
twenty Barrels of Pork, and fome Bacon. They gave 
her in return, two Barrels of Rice, and a Hoglhead 
of Moloffes ; out of this Sloop two Men enter’d vo- 
luntarily into their Service. The next they took was 
another Virginia Man, bound to Glafcow , out of 
which they had nothing of Value, fave only a few 
Combs, Pins and Needles, inftead of which they 
gave her a Barrel of Pork, and two Barrels of Bread. 

From Virginia they failed to Philadelphia , and 
in the Latitude 38 North, they took aScooner, com- 


ing from North-Carolina , and bound to Bojlon: 
They deprived her only of two Dozen of Calf-Skins, 
to make Covers for Guns, and two of her Hands, but 
they detained her fome Days. All this was but 
fmall Gain, and feem’d as if they defign’d only to 
make Provifion for their Sloop againlt they arrived at 
St. Thomas' s ; for they hitherto had dealt favourably 
with all that fell into their Hands ; but thofe that 
were fo unhappy as to come after, fared not fo well, 
for in the Latitude of 32, oft' of Delaware River, 
near Philadelphia , they took two Snows bound to 
Briftol , out of which they got fome Money, befides 
Goods to the Value of about 130 /. At the fame time 
they took a Sloop of fixty Tons, bound from Phila- 
delphia to Barbadoes , Thomas Read Mafter. She was 
loaded with Provifions, which they kept, and put 
four or five of their Hands on Board her. The kill 
Day of July , they took another Sloop of 60 Tons, 
commanded by Peter Ma //waring, bound from An* 
tigoa to Philadelpha ; her they likewife kept with all 
the Cargo, confiding chiefly of Rum, Moloffes, Su- 
gar, Cotton, Indigo, and about 25 /. in Money, va- 
lued in all at 500 l. 

The laft Day of July, our Rovers, with the Vef- 
fels laft taken, left Delaware Bay, and failed to 
Cape Fear River, where they llaid too long for their 
Safety ; for the Pirate Sloop, which they now new- 
named the Royal James , proved very leaky, fo that 
they was obliged to remain here almoft two Months, 
in order to refit and repair their Veftel : They took 
in tin's River a fmall Shallop, which they ripped .up 
to mend their Sloop. By thefe Means the Profecu- 
tion of their Voyage, as before mention’d, was de- 
ferred till the News came to Carolina , of a Pirate 
Sloop’s being there to carreen with her Prizes. 

Upon this Information, the Council of South-Caro - 
Una was alarmed, apprehending they ihould receive 
another Vifit from them fpeedily ; to prevent which. 
Colonel H'illiam Rhet, of the fame Province, waited 
on the Governor, and generoufty offered himfelf to 
go with two Sloops and attack this Pirate : The 
Governor readily accepted his offer, and accordingly 
give the Colonel a Commiffion, and full Power, to 
tit out fuch Veffels as he thought proper for the 
Defign. 

In a few Days two Sloops were equipped and man- 
ned : The Henry with 8 Guns and 70 Men, command- 
ed by Captain John Mafttrs, and the Sea Nympb y 
with 8 Guns and 60 Men, commanded by Captain 
Fayrer Hall, both under the entire Dire&ion of the 
aforefaid Colonel Rhet, who, on the 1 4th of Sep- 
tember, went on Board the Henry, and, with the 
other Sloop, failed from Charhs-Town to Swilli- 
wants Iftand, to put themfelves in order for the 
Cruize. Juft then arrived a imall Ship from Antigoa , 
one Cock Mafter, with an Account, that, in Sight of 
the Bar, he was taken and plundered by one Charles 
Vane , a Pirate, in a Brigantine of 12 Guns, and 00 
Men ; who, they laid, had alfo taken two other Vef- I 
fels bound in there ; one a fmall Sloop, Captain Dill 
Mafter, from Barbadoes ; the other a Brigantine, J 
Captain Thompfin Mafter from Guiney , with ninety odd 
Negroes, which they took out of the Veffel, and put 
on Board another Sloop, then under the Command 
of one Teats, his Coni'ort, with 21 Men. This 
prov’d fortunate to the Owners of the Gulncy Man, 
for Yeats , having often before attempted to quit this 
Courfe of Life, took an Opportunity in the Night, 
to leave Vane and run into North-Edijio River, to 
the Southward of GW/rj-Yw;?, where he furrender- 
ed to his Mnjefty’s Pardon. Thus the Owners got 
their Negroes, and Teats and his Men had Certifi- 
cates given them from the Government. 

Vane cruized fome Time off the Bar, in hopes to 
catch Teats , and, unfortunately for them, took two 
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II 

[V ^ ips coming out, bound to London . While the 
•ews of thefe were Pri foners a-board, fame of the 
'^I'rates gave out, that they defigned to go into one 
fc , the Rivers to the Southward. AH this they told 
! wjlonei Rhet, who, upon hearing it, failed over the 
d* .r the 15th of September , with the two Sloops be- 
'd) re mentioned ; and, having the Wind Nortnerly, 
» n t after Vane , fcou ring all the Rivers and. Inlets 
the Southward ; however, meeting with him, he 
• : ked about, and flood for Cape Fear River, in Pro- 
i to ;ution of his firfl Defign. On the 26th following, 
fo 1 the Evening, the Colonel, with his fmall Squadron 
tered the River, and faw, over a Point of Land, 
fa- re e Sloops at an Anchor, which were Major Bon- 
t and his Prizes. It happened, that, in going up 
p;: e River, the Pilot run the Colonels Sloop aground, 
id d it was dark before they were on Float, which 
. ndered their getting up that Night. The Pirates 
& I on difeovered the Sloops, but not knowing who 
ill » cy were, or upon what Defign they came into that 
Sa- ver, they mann’d three Canoes, and fent them 
vs- 1 nvn to make Prizes of them; but they quickly 
und their Milhke, and returned to the Sloop, with 
ef.| e unwelcome News. Major Bonnet made Prepara- 
to ms that Night for engaging, and took all the Men 
dr :t of the Prizes. He 1 he wed Captain Man-waring, 
tv. te of his Prifoners, a Letter he had jufl wrote, 
tit iich he declared he would fend to the Governor 
, ! Carolina ; the contents were to this Effect, viz. 

's I fat if the Sloops , which then appeared , were fent 
) 1 1 again]} him by the faid Governor, and hcjhould 
c* I % ppen to get clear off, he would afterwards burn 
e-j rd defray all Ships or Vcfels going in or coming 
tel / o/’South-Carohna. The next Morning they got 
I ider Sail, and came down the River, defigning on- 
5.I a running Fight. Colonel Rhet's Sloops got like- 
,c ife under Sail, and flood for him, getting upon 
i, ch Quarter of the Pirate, with Intent to board him ; 
i hich Bonnet perceiving, he edged in towards the 
0 lore, and, being warmly engag’d, ran his Sloop a- 
t round : The Carolina Sloops, being in the fame 
tool Water, were in the fame Circumftances ; the 
) fenry, in which Colonel Rhet was, g r ounded with- 
; i Piflol fhot of the Pirate, and on his Bow ; the other 
loop grounded right a-head of him, and almoft out 
f Gun-Shot, whicn made her of little Service to the 
’olonel, while they lay a ground. 

At this Time the Pirates had a confiderable Advan- 
age ; for their Sloop, after fhe was a-ground, lifled 

I rom Colonel Rhet* s, by which Means they were all 
overed, and the Colonel’s Sloop lifting the fame 
Vay, his Men were as much expoied ; notwithlland- 
ng which, they kept a brilk Fire the whole Time 
hey lay thus a-ground, which was near five Hours. 
The Pirates made a WifF in their bloody Flag, and 
reckoned feveral Times with their Hats, in Derifion 
0 the Colonel’s Men, to come on Board, which they 
mfwered with chearful Huzza’s, and faid, that they 
would fpeak with them by and by : This accordingly 
lappened ; for the Colonel’s Sloop being firft afloat, 
le got into deeper Water, and after mending the Rig- 
ging, which was much fluttered in the Engagement, 
they flood for the Pirate, to give the finifhing Stroke, 
lellgning to go aireftly on Board him. Bonnet, how- 
ever, prevented this, by fending a Flag of Truce, and, 
after fome Time capitulating, his whole Crew fur- 
rendered themfelves Prifoners. The Colonel took 
Poflefuon of the Sloop, and was extremely pleafed to 
find that Captain Thomas, who commanded her, was 
the individual Perfon of Major Stede Bonnet , who had 
done them the Honour feveral Times to vifit their 
Coaft of Carolina. 

There were killed in this Aftion, on Board the 
Henry, ten Men, and fourteen wounded ; on Board 
the Nymph two were killed, and four wounded. 


the Officers and Sailors in both Sloops behaved them- 
felves with the greatefl Brovery ; and, had they not 
fo unluckily run a-ground, they had t^ken the Pirate 
with much lefs Lois of Men; but as he endeavour- 
ed to fail by them, and fo make a running Fight, 
the Carolina Sloops were obliged to keep near him, 
to prevent his getting away. Of the Pirates there 
were feven killed and five wounded, two of which 
latter died foon after, of their Wounds. Colonel 
Rhet weighed the 30th of September, from Cape Fear 
River, and arrived at Cbarles-Town the 3d of Odober 
to the great Joy of the whole Province of, Carolina. 

Bonnet and his Crew, two Days after, were put 
a-fhore ; and there not being a publick Prifon, the 
Crew were kept at the Watch-Houfe, under a Guard 
of Militia; but Major Bonnet himfelf was commit- 
ted into to Cuflody of the Marfhal, at his own Houle. 
In a few Days after, David Harriot the Mafter, and 
Ignatius Pell the Boatfwain, who were defigned for 
Evidences againfl the other* Pirates, were removed 
from the reft of the Company, to the faid Marfhal’s 
Houfe, and every Night two Ccntinels were fet about 
the faid Houfe : Whether it was thro’ any Corrup- 
tion, or want of Care in Guarding the Prifoners; we 
can’t fay; but fo it was, that, on the 24th of Odo- 
her, the Major and Harriot made their Efcape, the 
Boatfwain refufmg to go along with them. This 
made a great Noile in the Province, and People were 
open in their Refentments, often refle&ing publicldy 
on the Governor, and others in the Magiitracy, as 
tho’ they had been brib’d, for conniving at their get- 
ting off. Thefe Inve&ives arofe from their Fears* 
that Bonnet would be capable of railing another Com- 
pany, and of profecuting his Revenge* againfl their 
Country, for what he had lately, tho’ juftly, fuffered : 
But they were in a fhort Time made eafy in thofe Re- 
fpefts ; for as foon as the Governor had the Account 
of Bonnet's Efcape, he immediately iffued out a Pro- 
clamation, and promifed a Reward of 700/. to any 
that would take him ; fending, befides, feveral Boats 
with armed Men, both to the Northward and South- 
ward, in purluit of him. 

Bonnet flood to the Northward, in a fmall VelFel, 
but wanting Neceffaries, and the Weather being bad, 
he was forced back, and fo returned with his Canoe 
to Swillivants Ifland, near CJmrles-To'wn, to fetch 
Supplies ; there being now fome Information given to 
the Governor, he fent for Colonel Rhet, and defired 
him to go in purfuit of Bonnet , and accordingly gave 
him a Commiflion for that Purpofe : Hereupon the 
Colonel, with a great Deal of Craft, and fome Men, 
went away that Night for Swiltivant's Ifland, where, 
after a diligent Search, he difeovered Bonnet and Har- 
riot together : The Colonel’s Men Fred upon them, 
killed Harriot upon the Spot, and wounded one Ne- 
groe and an Indian. Bonnet fubmitted, and furren- 
der’d himfelf, and the next Morning, being Novem- 
ber the 6th, was brought back by Colonel Rhet to 
Charlcs-Town, and, by the Governor’s Warrant, com- 
mitted there into fafe Cnflody, in order for his being 
brought to his Taial. 

On the 28th of Odober, 1718, a Court of Vice- 
Admiralty was held at Charlcs-Town, in South- Caro - 
Una, and, by feveral Adjournments, continued to 
Wednefday , the 12 th of November following for the 
Tryal of the Pirates taken in a Sloop formerly call’d 
the Revenge , but afterwards the Royal fames, before 
Nicholas Trot Efq; Judge of the Vice-Admiralty, and 
Chief Juftice of the faid Province of South-Car olina, 
and other afliftant Judges. 

The King’s Commiflion to Judge Trot being read, 
and a Grand Jury fworn for the finding .of the feveral 
Bills, a learned Charge was given them by the laid* 
Judge, wherein he lit lhewed. That the ' Sea was 
given by God, for the Ufe of Men , ayd therefore is 

fubjeft 
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fubjeSl to Dominion and Property , as well as the 
Land . 

zdly, He particularly remark'd to them, the fu - 
prerne Sovereignty of the King of England over the 
Britifh Seas . 

3 dly, He obferved, that as Commerce and Naviga- 
tion could not be carried on without Laws , fo there 
Lave been always particular Lai vs, for the better or- 
dering and regulating marine Ajfairs ; to this he ad- 
ded, an hiftorical Account of thofe Laws, and their 
Origin. 

4 thly. He proceeded to (hew, that there have been 
particular Courts and fudges appointed, to whofe fu - 
rifiditlion maritime Caufes properly belong ; a?id that in 
Matters both Civil and Criminal , 

And then 5 thly. He particularly {hewed them, the 
Confiitution and furifdiftion of the prefent Court of 
.Admiralty SeJJions , 

And laftly, the Crimes that were cognizable therehr, 
here he particularly enlarged upon the Crime of Py- 
vacy, which was now to be brought before them. 

The Indifoments being found, a petit Jury was 
fwom, and the following Perfons arraigned and tried. 

Stede Bonnet, alias Edwards , alias "Thomas , late of 
JBarbadoes, Mariner. 

Robert Tucker , late of the Ifland of famaica , Ma- 
riner. 

Edward Robinfon , late of New Cafile upon Tine , 
Mariner. 

Neal Paterfon , late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Scot, late of Aberdeen, Mariner. 

William Eddy, alias Neddy , late of Aberdeen, Ma- 
riner. 

Alexander Annand, late of famaica. Mariner. 
George Rofe, late of Glafcow, Mariner. 

* Thomas Nicholas, late of London , Mariner. 
fohn Ridge, late of London, Mariner. 

Matthew King, late of famaica. Mariner. 

Daniel Perry, late of Guernfey , Mariner. 

Henry Virgin, late of Rriftol, Mariner. 

fames Robbhts , alias Rattle, late of London, Ma- 
riner. 

fames Mullet, alias Millet , late of London , Mariner. 
Thotnas Price, late of Brifiol, Mariner. 
fames Wilfon, late of Dublin, Mariner. 
fohn Lopez, late of Oporto, Mariner. 

Zachariah Long , late of the Province of Holland, 
Mariner. 

fob Bayly, late of London , Mariner. 
fobn-William Smith, late of Charles-Town , South - 
Carolina, Mariner. 

Thomas Carman, late of Maidfione in Kent, Mariner. 
fohn Thomas, late of famaica. Mariner. 

William Morrifon, late of fajnaica. Mariner. 
Samuel Booth, late of Charles-Town, Mariner. 
William Hewet, late of famaica. Mariner. 
fohn Levit, late of Nortb-Carolina , Mariner. 
William Livers, alias Evis, (without any particular 
Appellation) 

fohn Brierly, alias Timberhead, late of Bath-Town 
in North-Carolina, Mariner. 

Robert Boyd, late of Bath-Town aforefaid, Mariner. 

. * Rowland Sharp , late of Bath-Town, Mariner. 

* fonathan Clarke, late of Charles-Town , Mariner. 

* Thomas Gerrard , late of Antegoa , Mariner. 

All thefe, except the three laft, and Thomas Nicho- 
las, were found guilty of the Indictments exhibited a- 
gainft them, and received Sentence of Death accord- 
ingly. 

There were mod of them try’d upon the two In- 
di fomen ts following. 

4 * pH E Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King, 
c x. do upon their Oath prefent, that Stede Bonnet, 

4 late of Barbadoes, Mariner, Robert Tucker, fofe. fofr. 

I The 2d Day of Augujl i in the fifth Year of the 


Reign of our Sovereign Lord G EO RG E, itfe. y 
Force of Arms, did piratically, and leioniouily [ 
upon, break, board, and enter, a certain Merch* 
Sloop, called the Frances, Peter Manwaring Cc.j 
mander, upon the High- Sea, in a cert lin Piace call 
Cape fames, alias Cape In l open, about two MV 
diifant from the Shore, in the Latitude of 39, 
thereabouts, and within the Jurifdifoion of the Co 
of Vice -Admiralty of South-Carolina, being the P 
perty of certain Perfons, :o the Jurors unknow 
and then, and there, piratically, and felonioufly 
make an Aflault, in, and upon the (aid Peter i\i< 
waring , and others his Mariners, whofe Names 
the Jurors aforefaid areunknown, in the fame Slo< 
againft the Peace of God, and of our faid now 5 1 
vereign Lord the King, then, and there being ; a I 
that the faid Stede Bonnet, CjY. piratically and 
lonioufly, did put the aforefaid Peter Manwar 
and others his Manners, of the lame Sloop afo 
faid, in corporal Fear of their Lives, then a 
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there, dn the Sloop aforefaid, upon the High-St\ ' 
in the Place aforefaid, called Cape fames, all'. 


Cape Inlopen, about two Miles from the Shore, 
the Latitude of 39, or thereabouts, as aforefa. 
and within the Jurifdifoion aforefaid ', and that t 
faid Stede Bonnet, &c. piratically and feloniouf 
did (leal, take, and carry away the faid Merchc 
Sloop, called the Frances, and alfo twenty fix He 
{heads, fjc. &c. &c. being found in the aforef: 
Sloop, in the Cullody and Pofleflion of the ft 
Peter Manwaring, and others his Mariners of t 
faid Sloop, and from their Cultody and Poffeflic 
then and there, upon the High-Sea aforefaid, c 
led Cape fames, alias Cape Inlopen, as aforefa: 
and within the Jurifdifoion aforelaid, did remo\ 
againft the Peace of our now Sovereign Lord t 
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King, his Crown and Dignity.* 
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This was the Form of the Indifomcnts they we 
arraigned upon, and tho’ they might nave prov< 
fevcral more Fafos upon the major Part of the Crei 
the Court thought fit to proiecute but two : T 1 
Charge in the other was lor lei zing in a piratic 
and felonious Manner, the Sloop Fortune , Thosnas Rei 
Commander ; which Indifomcnt running in the fan 
Words with the above-mention’d, mutatis mutandi 

All the Priloners that were arraigned pleaded N 
Guilty, and put themfelves upon their Tryals, e; 
cept fames Wilfon , and fohn Levit, who pleadt 
Guilty to both Indifoments, and Daniel Perry to or 
Only. The Major would have gone through bot 
the Indifoments at once, which the Court not ac 
mining, he pleaded Not Guilty to them both 
However, being couvifoed of one, he retrafoed h 
former Plea to the fecond Indifoment, and pi cade 
Guilty to it, to prevent any farther Trouble. 

The Prifoners made little or no Defence, ever 
one pretending only that they were taken off a Ma 
roon Shore, and {hipped with Major Bonnet to g 
to St. Thomas's, but being out at Sea, and wantin; 
Provifions, they were obliged to do what they di> 
by the Veflels they met with : Major Bonnet alfi 
himfelf, pretended that ’twas Force, not Inclination 
that occafioned what had happened. However, th 
Fafos being plainly prov'd againft them, and tha 
they had all lhared ten or eleven Pounds a Man 
excepting the three la ft, and Thomas Nicholas , the;JJ 
were all but they found Guilty, The Judge made 
a very grave moving Speech to them, letting fort! 
the Enormity of their Crimes, the Condition they wer I 
now in, a?id the Nature and NeceJJity of an unfeign 1 
ed Repentance : He then recommended them to th. 
Minillers of the Province, for more ample Direfoi&n 
to fit them for Eternity, for ( concluded he ) th, 
Brief's Lips Jhall keep Knowledge^ and you Jhal , 
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uk the Law at their Mouths ; for^ they are the Nature , confirmed by the Law of God, That voho- 

fiever Jhcddeth Man's Bloody by Man his Blood fnali 
be Jhed. Gen. 9. 6. 

And confider that Death is not the only Punifh* 
ment due to Murderers ; for they are threatned to 
have their Part in the Lake that barneth with Fire 
and Brimftone, which is the fecond Death , Rev. 2 1 . 
8. See alfo Chap. 22. 15; Words which carry that 
Terror with them, that; confidering your Circum- 
itances and your Guilt, Purely the Sound of them 
mull make you tremble ; For who cart dwell with 
everlajhng Burning ? Chap. 33. 14. 

As the Tcjiimony of your Confetcnce mull convince 
you of the great and many Evils you have commit- 
ted, by which you have highly offended God, and 
provoked moil juilly his Wrath and Indignation a- 
gainll you, fo I fuppofe I need not tell you, that 
the only Way of obtaining Pardon and Remiflion of 
your Sins from God, is by a true and unfeigned Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chrift, by whofe meritorious 
Death and Pafhon, you can only hope for Salvati- 
on. 

You being a Gentleman that have hadE the Advan- 
tage of a liberal Education , and being generally e- 
lleemed a Man of Letters , I believe it will be need- 
lefs for me to explain to you the Nature of Repen- 
tance and Faith in Chrlll, rhey being fo fully and 
fo often mentioned in the Scriptures, that you can- 
^ _ _ aot but know them. For the 1 famd Reafort, perhaps, 

on his pronouncing Sentence of “ mi S ht b <? thought by fome improper for me to 

_ , r . oj-n j " ave iai<a much t0 as I have already, upon 

Death on Major Otede nonnet^ this Occafion ; neither ihould I have done it, but 

that, confidering the Courfe of your Life and Ac- 
yT A J O R Stcde Bonnet, you ftand here con- tions, I have juft Rcafon to fear, that the PrincL- 
CL vided upon rwo Indidments of Piracy ; one pies of Religion that had been inftilled into you by 

your Education , have been at leaft corrupted, if not 


Me fingers of the Lord, and the Ambafiadors of Chrift , 
nJ unto them is committed the Word of Reconci/ia- 
•on, after this he pronounced Sentence of Death up- 
n them. 

On Saturday 'NoV. the 8th, 1718. Robert Fitcker, 
dvoard Robinfon , Neal Paterfon , William Scot, Job 
‘ay ley, John-William Smith, John Thomas, William 
lor rtf on, Samuel Bioth, William Hewit, William 
defy, alias Neddy x Alexander Annand, George Refs, 
eorge Dunkin , Matthew King , Daniel Perry , Henry 
irgin, James Robbins , James Mullet, alias Millet, 
bomas Price , John Lopez, and Zachariah Long , 
ere executed at the White-Point near Charlcs-Town , 
trfuant to their Sentence. 

As for the Captain, his Efcape protraded his Fate, 
d fpun out his Life a few Days longer, for he was 
>t try’d till the 10th of November, when, being 
and Guilty, he received Sentence in like Manner 
the former. Judge Trot then made another ex- 
Uent Speech particularly to him, which is rather 
newhat too long to be inferted in our Hilfory ; 
t we could not tell how to pafs by fo good and 
:ful a Piece of Inftrudion, not knowing whofe 
uids this Book may happen to fall into, and what 
e fuch found Inftrudions may be of. 

he Lord Chief Juflices Speech, 


A J O R Stcde Bonnet, you ftand here con- 
vided upon rwo Indidments of Piracy ; one 
tae Verdid bf the Jury, and the other by your 
n Confellion. 

Itho* you were indided but for two Fads, yet 
1 know that, at your Tryal, it was fully proved, 
n by an unwilling Witnefs, that you piratically 
>k and rifled no lefs than thirteen Veflels, fince 
1 failed from North-Car olina . 

>0 that you^ might have been indided, and con- 
ted of eleven more Ads of Piracy, committed 
:e you took the Benefit of the King’s Act of Grace, 
l pretended to leave that wicked Courle of Life, 
the Court had thought fit. 

Sot. to mention the many ASs of Piracy you com- 
:ted before ; for which, if your Pardon from Man 
) i never fo au then tick, yet you mule exped to give 
Account before God, the great Judge, 
fou know that the Crimes you have committed, 

' 1 evil in themfelves, and contrary to the Light and 
iiv of Nature, as well as to the Law of God : By 
fiich you are commanded, that you /ball not Jleal. 
cad. 201,15. And the Apolllc St. Paul exprefly 
bans, that Thieves /hall not inherit the Kingdom of 
1 Cor. 6. io. 

# hit to Theft you have added a greater Sin, w hich 
todurder. How many you may have killed of rholc 
Jj: refilled you in the committing your former 
f acies, I know' not : But this we all know/ That, 
ijdes the Wounded, you killed no lels than eigh- 
HU Perfons out of thole that were fent by lawful 
ft hority to fupprefs you, and put a Step to thofe 
R|>ines that you daily aded. 

And, however you may fancy that That was kill- 
ill Men fairly in open Fight, yet this know, that 
tij Power of the Sword not being committed into 
yir Hands by any lawful Authority, you were not 
flowered to ufe any Force , or fight any one ; and 
efore thofe Perfons that fell in that Adion, in 
ig their Duty to their King and Country were 
dered, and their. Blood now cries out for Ven- 
ue and Juft icc againft you ; For it is the Voice of 
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entirely defaced, by the Scepticifm and Infidelity of 
this wicked Age j and that whai Time you allowed, 
for Study, was rather applied to the Polite Literature , 
and the vain Philofophy of the Times, than to a fe- 
rious Search after the Law and WU of God, as re- 
vealed unto us in the holy Scriptures ; For had your 
Delight been in the Law of the Lord, and had you 
meditated therein Day and Night, you would then 
have found that God’s IVord was a Lamp unto your 
Feet, and a Light to your Path, Pfal. 119. 105. and 
that you would account all other Knowledge but 
Lofs , in Comparifon of the Excellency of the Know - 
ledge of Chrift Jefus, Phil. 3. S, who to them that 
are called is the Power of God, and the Wifdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 1. 24. even the hidden IVifdom which 
God ordained before the J Vo rid. Chap. 2. 7, 

You would then have elleemed the Scriptures as 
the Great Charter of Heaven, and which delivered 
to us not only the molt perfed Laws and Rules of 
Life, but alfo dilcovered to us the Ads of Pardon 
from God, wherein we have offended thofe righte- 
ous Laws : For in them only is to Be found the 
great Myftery of fallen Man’s Redemption , which . the 
Angels defire to look into, I Pet. I. 12. 

And they would have taught you that Sin is the 
debaling of Human Nature, as being a Deviation 
from that Purity, Reflhude, and Holinefs, in which 
God created us ; and that Virtue and Religion, and 
walking by the Laws of God, were altogether pre- 
ferable to the Ways of Sin and Satan ; for that the 
IVays of Virtue are Ways cf P leaf ant nefs, and all 
her Paths are Peace , Prov. 3. 174 

But what you could not learn from God’s Word, 
by reafon of your care lefty, or but fvperfic tally con- 
fidering the fame, I hope the Courfe of his Provi- 
dence, and the prefent Afiiflion that he hath laid up- 
on you, have now convinced you of : For, however 
in your feeming Profperity you might make a Mock 
at your Sint, Prov. 3*17. yet now chat you fee that 
O God’s 
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God's Hand hath reached you, and brought you to 
publick Juftice, I hope your prefent unhappy Cir- 
cumft mces have made you ferioufly refleft upon your 
pail Attions and Courfe of Life ; |and that' you are 
now fenfible of the Greatnefs of your Sins, and that 
you find the Burthen of them is intolerable. 

And that therefore, being thus labouring , and hea- 
vy laden with Sin, Mat. 1 1. 28. you will efteem that 
the moll: valuable Knowledge, that can fhew you how 
you can be reconciled to that Supreme God whom 
you have fo highly offended ; and that can reveal to 
you Him who is not only the powerful Advocate 
with the Father for you, 1 John 2. 1. but alfo who 
hath paid that Debt that is due for your Sins, by 
his own Death upon die Crofs for you ; and thereby 
made full Satisfaction for the Juilice of God. And 
this is to be found no where but in God’s Word, 
which difcovers to us that Lamb of God which takes 
away the Sins of the World , John 1. 29. which is- 
Chrijl the Son of God : For this know, and beaf- 
fured of, that there is none other Name under Hea- 
ven given atnong Men, whereby wc mujl be faved, 
A&s 4. 12. but only by the Name of the Lord Jefus. 

But then confider how he invites all Sinners to come 
unto him, and declares, that he will give them rejl , 
Mat. n. 28. for he allures us, that he came to feek 
and to jave that which was loft , Luke 19. 10. Mat. 
18. 11. and hath promifed, that he that cometh unto 
him, he will in no wife ft aft out, John 6. 37. 

So that if now you will fincerely turn to him, tho’ 
late, even at the eleventh Hour , Mat. 20. 6, 9. 
he will receive you. 

But furely I need not tell you, that the Tertns of 
his Mercy , are Faith and Repentance, 

And do not miftake the Nature of Repentance to 
be only a bare Sorrow for your Sins, arifing from the 
Confideration of the Evil and Punifhment they have 


now brought upon you ; but your Sorrow mull arifi 
from the Confideration of your having offended 
gracious and merciful God. 

But I (hall not pretend to give you any particu] 
Dirc&ions as to the Nature of Repentance : I coi 
fider that I fpeak to a Perfon, whofe Offences hav 
proceeded not fo much from his not knowing, as hi 
flighting and neglecting his Duty ; Neither is it pro 
per for me to give Advice out of the Way of m 
own Profelfion. 

You may have that better delivered to you by thql 
who have made Divinity their particular Study 
and who, by their Knowledge, as well as their Oi 
fice, as being the A?nbaffndors of Chrijl , 2 Cor. t 
20. are beft qualified to give you Inftru&ions thert 


m. 

I only heartly wifh, that what, in Companion t 
your Soul, I have now faid to you upon this ft 
and folemn Occafion, by exhorting you in general 1 
Faith and Repentance , may have that due Effett U] 
on you, as that thereby you may become a tri 
Penitent . 

And therefore, having now difeharged my Duty ■ 
you as a Chriftian, by giving you the beft Couniel 
can, with refpett to the Salvation of your Soul, 
mull now do my Office as a Judge . 

The Sentence that the Law hath appointed to p£ 
upon you for your Offences, and which this Cou 
doth therefore award, is. 

That you the faid Stede Bonnet, /hall go from hen 
t O' the Place from whence you came , and from then 
to the Place of Execution , where you J hall be hang 
by the Neck till you are dead.' 

And the God of infinite Mercy be merciful to yo 
Soul . 




The L I F E of Sir JOHN FALSTAFF. 


S IR John Falftaff then was born at a Place cal- 
led Potten in Bedfordfhire, which is all we know 
concerning his Birth ; and indeed ifHiftory had 
been is blent in this Article of Place as it is in that of 
the Time, when it had fignified little, there being no 
remarkable Action, as we know of, to be fettled by 
this Piece of Chronology. By the Courfes he took, 
we may fuppofe his Eilate was not very large ; for the 
firft Time he is mentioned, it is in Company with 
Thieves ; tho’ you may be fure it was none of your 
poor Pick-Pocket Gangs, forafmuch as Henry Prince 
of Wales (afterward King Henry V.) appears among 
them : Poins , Bardolph , Gads-Hill, and Peto, were 
the Names of the reft. As we fhall tranferibe a great 
many of Shakefpears'% inimitable Speeches, it would 
be a Folly to fay any Thing in general of Sir John's 
Perfon and Temper, befides what is contained in them. 
JVhen 1 was about thy Tears, Hal, (fays Sir John to 
the Prince) I was not an Eagle's Talon in the IVajle ; 
J could have crept into an Alderman' s Thumb-Ring : A 
Plague of Sighing and Grief, it blows a Man up like 
a Bladder ! For Sir John, you muft know, when he 
faid this, was not fuch a Skeleton as he deferibes. No, 


he was a Tun of Man , a Trunk of Humours: a Bou. 
ing-hutch of Beaftlinefs, a fwoln Parcel of Dropfi 
a huge Bombard of Sack, a fluff'd Clock-Bag of Gu 
a roafted Manning Tree Ox, with a Pudding in j 
B elly, Sec. as Pnnce Henry humoroufly draws ]\ 
Pifture. 

The firft Scene between thefe two pleafant Comj 
nions gives us fuch a Sketch of our Hero, that I cai 
forbear tranferibing feme of it. He addreffes him! 
to the Prince in tl.i . merry Manner : Hal, WhatTi 
of Day is it, Lad? [Prince Henry .] Thou art fo ft 
witted with di inking old Sack, cud unbuttoning tt 
after Supper, and fee ping upon Benches in the Aft> 
noon, that thou haft forgotten to demand that tr\ 
which thou wouldft truly know:. What a Devil h 
thou to do with the Time of the Day ? unlefs Hours Wi 
Cups of Sack, and Minutes Capons, and Clocks , 
Tongues of Bawds, and Dials the Signs of Leapt) 
Houfes , and the blefjed Snn himfelf a fair hot K en 
in Flame-colour' d Taffata, 1 fee ; no Reafon why Z/ 1 
Jhouldft be fo fupcrftuous to demand the Time of the D> 
[Falltaft] Indeed you come near me now, Hal ; for* 
that take Purfes, go by the Moon and feven Stars , e 1 
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£y Phaebus, that wandering Knight fo fair , £ft/ 
/ ^r’^y thee, fweet Wag, when thou art King, — as 
Godfave thy Grace, ( Majefty I jhould fay y for Grace 
thou wilt never have fn much as vjill ferve as a Pro- 
logue to an Egg aild Butter) Marry , I fay, fweet 
Wag, when thou art King y let not us that are 'Squires 
of the Night's Body y be called Thieves of the Day's 
Beauty : Let us be Diani’-r Forefers y Gentlemen of the 
Shade y Minions of the Moon ; and let Men fay\ we be 
Men of good Government , being govern'd as the Sea is y 
by our noble and ebaft Miftrefs the Moon y under whofe 

Countenance we— ft cal, But I pry thee , fweet 

Wag y jhall there be Gallows ft an ding in England 
thou art King ? and Jhall Refolution be thus foil'd as 
it is y with the rufty Curb of old Father Antick, the 
Law? Do not thou when thou art King hang a 
Thief . 

Immediately after this S'r John falls into a Strain of 
Repentance, and cries out, Thou art indeed , able to 
corrupt a Saint : Thou baft done much Harm to me , 
Hal, God forgive thee for it : Before I knew thee , 
H il, / knew nothing , and now I am, if a Manjhould 
fpeak truly , little better than one of the Wicked: 1 
muji give o ver this Life , and I will give ' it over by 
the Lord ; an I do not I am a Villain. I'll be damn'd 
for never a King's Son in Chriftendom. Hereupon 
the Prince asking him where he thould take a Purfe 
the next Day, Sir John anfwered. Where thou wilt , 
Lady III make one ; an I do not y call me Villain , and 
baffle me. And when the Prinec told him, he faw a 
good Amendment in him, from Praying to Purfe- 
taking, VVhy Hal, fays Sir John, ' tis ?ny Vocation , 
Hal : 'Tis no Sin for a Man to labour in bis Voca- 
tion. 

Poins y the braved of all the Gang next to the Prince, 
underftanding that there were Pdgrims going to St. 
Thomas Bechet's Tomb at Canterbury, with ricn Prc- 
fents, and that at the fame Time there were feveral 
wealthy Traders liding to London , he entered into an 
Agreement with his Highnefs, that Falflajf, Hat'vey t 
Roffltly and Gads-Hilt (fo called from the Place where 
they ufed to rob) Should tike the Booty from them ; 
and th it afterwards they ( Poins and the Prince) (hould 
rob the Robbers in Dilguife. This Dcfign was ac- 
cordingly executed ; for the four that were appointed 
having got Pofleflion of the fhining Metal, winch was 
the Piety of the Pilgrims, and the Life of the Trades- 
men, ojr two Heroes fell upon them as they were di- 
viding the Prey, p it them all to Flighty and went off 
undifcovered, and fufficiently pleas’d. Some time 
after this, Falftaff and his dout-hcarted Companions 
in the Exploit, meeting the Prince and Poins at a Ta- 
vern in Eaft cheap, which they all frequented, the 
Knight begin, Tter his ufual Manner, to extol his 
own Valour, exclaiming bitterly againft all Cowards, 
and profefiog that good Manhood was forgot upon 
the Face of the Earth. “ There live not, quoth he, 
t( three good Men unhang’d in Englasid , and one of 
“ them (meaning bimjelf) is fit, and grows old. 
“ God help the while a bad World, I fay 1 His High - 
“ nefs ajking the Qccafion of this Bravado , Why, 
** fays Sir Joan, here are four of us nave taken a 
“ thouuna Pounds this Morning ; but a hnndred a 
“ full hundred ! fell upon us, and took it away again 
“ I am a Rogue, if I was not at Half-Sword with a 

Dozen of them two Hours together. T have ef- 
t( cap’dby a Miracle; I am eight Times thrud 
“ through the Doublet, four thro 1 the Hofe, my 
“ Buckler cut through and through, my Sword hack'd 
tc Iise a Hand-Saw ; here, look at it ! I never dealt 
“ better fince I was a Man ; all would not do: A 
“ Plague of all Cowards, I fay dill.” The Prince 
and Poins upon this, burd out a laughing, and told 
the whole Story, Harvey, RoJJil , and Gads-Hill, Fal - 
fiajp s Companions, confefs’d that he had hack’d his 


Sword with his Dagger, and faid, he would fwear 
Truth out of England , but he would make Harry be- 
lieve it was done in Fight, and that he had perfwa'ded 
them to tickle their Nofes with Spear-Grals to make 
them bleed, and then beilabbcr their Garments with 
it, and fwear it -was the Blood of true Men. This 
Indance of his Worfhip’s Cowardice expofed him to 
the Ridicule of the whole Gang ; but Sir John was 
not to be laugh’d out of Countenance ; he had a 
Salve for every Sore. ** By the Lord, fays he, I 
“ knew ye as well as he that made ye ; but hark ye, 
“ my Mailers, was it for me to kill the Heir appa- 
“ rent ? fhould I turn upon the true Prince ? Why, 
“ thou knoweft, I am as valiant as Hercules ; but 

“ beware Inftinfl. The Lion will not touch the 

tl true Prince. — Indindt is a great Matter , I was a 
(C Coward on Inilinct : I (hall think the better ofray- 
“ felfand thee during my Life : I for a valiant Lion, 
u and thou for a true Prince.” An excellent Way of 
coming off ! 

Sir John however, feems contrary to his ufual Cuf- 
tom, to have taken this Dilgracea little to Heart ; 
for the next Time he meets Bardolph , he accolls 
him in this Manner : “ Bardolph , am I not fallen 
“ away vilely fince this laft Action ? do I not bate ? 

do not I dwindle ? why, my Skin Langs about me 
“ like an old Lady’s looic Gown : I am wither’d 
“ like an old Apple- John. Well, I’ll repent, and 
“ that fuddenly, while I am in fome liking : I fhall 
cc be out of Heart fhortly, and then I fhall have no 
“ Strength to repent. And I have not forgot what 
“ the Infide of a Church is made of, I am a Pep- 
“ per- Com, a Brewer’s Horfe : The Infide of a 
“ Church ! Company, villainous Company has been 
“ the Ruin of me!” Upon this Bardolph telling 
him he was fretful, and could not live long, “ Why 
“ there it is (quoth the Knight) come fing me a 
ei bawdy Song to make me merry: I was a virtu- 
“ oufly given as a Gentleman need be , I fwore 
“ little; diced not above feven Times a Week; 
“ went to a Buwdy-Houfe not above once in a 
<c Quarter of an Hour ; paid Money that I borrow- 
“ ed — three or four Times ; liv’d well, and in good 
“ Compafs ; but now I Jive out of all Order, out of 
“ all Compafs.” This may ferve for another Sketch 
of Sir, John's Manner of reprenting. 

Some Time after this, the Civil Wars breaking out 
between the Houfes of Fork and Lane after. Prince 
Henry was fent for to Court to defend the Throne 
of his Father. Being unwilling to defert his humor- 
ous old fquab Companion, he made him Captain of 
a Company of Soldiers, with Orders to march down 
to Shrewjbury , to meet the Enemy. But before we 
give an Account of our Knight’s Behaviour in the 
Field of Battle, hear him deferibe his Company. “ If 
4< I benotafham’d of my Soldiers, I am a fous’d 
“ Gurnet: I have mifus’d the King’s Prefs dam- 
“ nably ; I have got, in exchange of a hundred 
“ and fifty Soldiers, three hundred and odd Pounds. 
“ I prefs me none but good Houfe-holders, Yeo- 
“ mens Sons ; enquire me out contra&ed Batchel- 
“ lors, fuch as have been ask’d twice upon the 
te Banns; fuch a Commodity of warm Slaves, as 
fc had as lieve hear the Devil as a Drum ; fuch as 
“ fear the Report of a Culverin worfe than a ftruclc 
“ Fowl, or a hurt wild Duck. I prefs me none 
“ but fuch Toalls and Butter, with Hearts in their 
“ Bellies no bigger than Pins Heads, and they have 
(C bought out their Services ; and now my whole: 
tc Charge confids of Antients, Corporals, Lieutenants, 
tc Gentlemen of Companies, Slaves as ragged as La- . 
“ czarus in the painted Cloth, when the Glutton’s 
“ Dogs lick’d his Sores, and fuch as indeed were 
“ never Soldiers, but dilcarded unjnft Scrvingmcn, 

“ younger Sons of younger Brothers ; revoked Tap- 
pers, 
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44 flers, and HoftlerS Trade-fall'n, the Cankers of 
44 calm World and long Peace, ten Times more dif- 
tl honourably ragged than an old-fac’d Antient ; and 
44 fuch have I to fill up the Rooms of thofe that 
44 have bought out their Services, that you would 
44 think I had an hundred and fifty tatter'd Pro- 
44 digals, lately come from Swine-keeping, from eat- 
44 ing Draff and Hufks. A mad Fellow met me 
“ on the Way; and told me I had unloaded all the 
*• Gibbets, andprefs’d the dead Bodies. No Eye hath 
** feen fuch Scare-Crows ; I’ll not march thro' Co - 
44 ventry with them, that fiat. Nay, and the Vil- 
44 lains march wide between the Legs, as if they 
44 had Shackles on ! for indeed, I had the moll df 
44 them out of Prifon. There's but a Shirt and a 
V half in all my [Company; and the half is two 
4t Napkins tack’d together, and thrown over the 
44 Shoulders like a Herald’s Coat without Sleeves ; 
44 and the Shirt, to fay the Truth, fiollen from my 
44 Hofl of St. Alban's, or the red-nos'd Inn-keeper of 
“ of Daintry ; But that’s all one, they’ll find Linnen 
44 enough on every Hedge. 

The Forces of Henry IV* and Hot-fpur Piercy be- 
ing met at Shewjbury , the Place of Aftion, the 
Morning before the Battle, Falflaff defires the Prince 
to get aftride him, and defend him, if he fhould hap- 
pen to fall; telling him; .that it would be a Point 
of Friendfhip to do fo: To which the Prince plcafant- 
ly replying, that nothing but a Collojffus could do hint 
that Service, and that he ow'd Heaven a Death, bid- 
ding him withal fay his Prayers, and take his Leave, 
we have the following humourous Speech of the 
Knight's upon Record, which he made in Anfwer 
to his Highnefs. The Debt to Heaven which you 
(peak of is not due yet, and I fhould be loth to pay him 
before his Day . IV hat need 1 be fo forward with 
him that calls not on mt? H ell, 'tisno Matter , Honour 
pricks me on : But how if Honour pricks me off, when 
I come on? Haw then ? Can Honour fet a Leg? No. 
Or an Arm ? No. Or take away the Grief of a 
Wound? No . Honour hath no Skill in Surgery then? 
No. What is Honour ? a Word. What is that word 
Honour? Air , a trim Reckoning. If ho hath it ? He 
that died on Wednefday. Doth he feel it ? No. Doth 
he hear it ? No. It is infevfthle then ? Yes, to the 
Dead. But will it not live with the Living? No. 
Why? Detraction will not Jujfcr it. therefore PH ha ' 
none of it. Honour is a mere Scutcheon, and fo ends 
my Catechifm. During the Battle, we find the valour- 
ous Sir John getting as far as lie can out of the Way, 
and making tnis Soliloquy : Tho ’ 1 could 'scape pot- 
free at London, I fear the Shot here ; here's no fcor- 
ing ; but upon the Pate. Well , I am as hot as melt- 
ed Lead , and as heavy too \ Heaven keep Lead out of 
me : I need no more weight than mine <nvn Bowels. 
The Prince coming up, and chiding him for being 
idle at fuch an important Time : O Hal ! pry thee 
give vie leave to breathe , fays he, Turk Gregory ne- 
ver did fuch Deeds in Arms as I have done this Day . 
I have paid Piercy ; I have made him fure. The 
Prince telling him Piercy was alive, and fo leaving 
him. Sir John goes on with the Soliloquy thus : If 
Piercy be alive. I'll pierce him, if he comes in my 
Way: If he do not , if I come in his, willingly, let 
him make a Carbonado of me : I like not fuch grinning 
Honour as Sir Walter hath , (feeing the dead Body of 
Sir Walter Blunt, a brave old Commander.) Give 
me Life , which if / can fave , I will ; if not. Hon- 
our comes unfought, and there's an End on't. Im- 
mediately after this the Prince and Hot-Spur meet, 
and a terrible Encounter enfues ; Douglas , a Scots 
Nobleman, and Friend to Hotfpur , falls at the fame 
Time on Sir John, and Sir John falls on the Ground, 
to prevent any farther Miichief. The Prince kills 
Hotfpur, and laments his old Friend Jack, whom he 


fancies to be dead ; talks of having him imbowelled, 
and fo departs. Sir John, who all this while had re- 
ceived no Hurt, riles at the Word imbowel, and 
fpeaks as follows: 44 Imbowell'd ! if you imbowel 
4 ‘ me To Day, I'll give you leave to powder me, 

44 and eat me To-Morrow : 'Sblood! ’tsvas Time to 
44 counterfeit, or that hot Termagant Scot had paid 
44 me Scot and Lot too. Counterfeit ? I lie, I am 
44 no Counterfeit ; to die is to be a Counterfeit ; 
u for he is but a Counterfeit of a Man who hath 
44 not the Life of a Man; but to counterfeit dying, 
44 when a Man thereby liveth, is to be no Counter- 
44 feit, but the true and perfeft Image of Life in- 
44 deed. The better Part of Valour is Difcretion, in 
44 the which better Part I have faved my Life. But 
“ I am afraid yet of this Gunpowder Piercy, tho* 
44 he be dead. How if he fhould counterfeit too, 
44 and rife ? I am afraid he would prove the better 
44 Counterfeit? therefore I'll make him fure, yea, 
“ and I'll fwear I kill’d him. Why may not he rife 
44 as well as I ? Nothing confutes me but Eyes, and 
44 no body fee me ; therefore Sirrah, with a new 
44 Wound in your Thigh, come along with me.” . 
Upon this, he very manfully ran the dead General 
through the Thigh, and taking him upon his Back, 
went to find out the King, that he might claim the . 
Honour of killing him. He was met by the Prince, 
who almoit fancied he faw the Ghofi of his old Cro- 
ny : but Sir John foon convinc’d him that he was 
the fame individual John Faljlaff \ fafe and found ; 
and throwing down the Body, There fays he, is 
Piercy ; if your Father will do me any Honour, let 
him ; if not, he may kill the next Piercy hhnfelf : I 
look to be either Furl or Duke, I ajjure you. The 
Prince told him he kill'd Piercy himfelt, and faw him 
lie, as he thought, dead. Didjl thou, quoth Fal - 
faff? Lord, Lord, fee how the World is given to Ly- 
ing : I grant I was down , and fo was he ; but we 
rofe both at an Infant, and fought a long Hour by 
Shrewsbury Clock: Pll take't on my Death, I gave 
him that Hound in the Thigh', if the Man were alive , 
and would deny it, 1 would make him eat a Piece of 
my Sword. 

One would have thought the Prince, after this, 
fhould have had no more Employment for Sir John in 
a martial Capacity ; and by what has been faid, there 
is good Reafon to think that Sir John would have 
been very well fatisfied at home in Quiet ; but whe- 
ther his Highnefs was willing to crois the capricious 
old Fellow, or whatfoever elfe was the Caufe, it is cer- 
tain, that a frelh infur re&ion was no fooner heard of, 
but Captain Faljlaff was again ordered to appear in 
Arms. When the Lord Cnief Juftice told him of it. 
Well , fays the Knight, 44 all you that kifs my Lady 
44 Peace at home, pray that our Armies join not in a 
44 hot Day ; for I take but two Shirts out with me, 
41 and I mean not to fweat extraordinarily. If it be 
44 a hot Day, if I branaifh any thing but a Bottle, 

44 would I may never fpit white again, There is nor 
44 a dangerous Action can peep out his Head, but I* 
44 am thruli upon it. Well, I cannot Eft ever ! — 
44 But it was always the Trick of our Nation, if they 
14 have a good Thing, to make it too common. I 
44 would to God my Name were not fo terrible to 
44 the Enemy as it is ! I were better to be eaten to 
44 Death with a Ruil, than to be fcour'd to nothing 
44 with perpetual Motion.” Sir John took as much^ 
Care this Time in the Choice of his Men as had done 
before, and was particularly cautious that he did not 
get into the Field of Rattle too foon ; fo that the Ac- 
tion was pretty well over when he made his Appear- 
ance. However, he had the good Fortune to meet 
a Knight of the Enemy's Party, called Sir John Cole - 
ville of the Dale, svho was endeavouring to make his 
Efcape from the victorious Henry . Falfaff bid him 
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render, and Sir John Coleville , tho’ otherwife a 
■ave Man, did not think proper to difpnte at this 
ne. By this Accident our Bully Knight got into 
s Poflellion one of the nobleft Prifoners that were 
ken in the whole Engagement. He foon met the 
•ince, who began to call him to Account for his De- 
ys , “ I lhould be forry, my Lord, fays Falftaff, if 
it were not thus; I never knew yet but Rebuke 
and Check were the Reward of Valour. Do you 
think me a Swallow, an Arrow or a Bullet ? Have 
1 in my poor old Motion the Expedition of 
Thought ? I fpeeded hither with the very ex- 
tremeil Inch of PoUibility : I have founder’d nine 
Score and odd Polls ; and here, Travel-tainted as 
I am, in my pure and immaculate Valour, taken 
Sir John Coleville of the Dale , a moll furious 
Knight, and valorous Enemy : But what of that ? 
he faw me, and yielded : that f may juilly fay with 
the hook- nos’d Fellow of Rome, I came, I Jaw, I 
overcame . Here the Prince telling him it was more 
out of Sir John Coleville’s Courtefy than his de- 
ferring, I know not that, quoth Sir John, but here 
he is, and here I yield him ; and I befeech your 
Grace, let it be book’d with the reft of this Day’s 
Deeds ; or, by the Lord, I will have it in a par- 
ticular Ballad elfe, with mine own Pidlure at the 
Top of it, and Coleville killing my Foot ; to the 
which Courfe if I be enforced, if you do not all 
(hew like gilt Two-pences to me, and I, in the 
clear Sky of Fame o’erlhine you as much as the 
Full Moon doth me Cinders of the Elements, which 
fhew Eke Pins Heads to her, believe not the Word 
of the noble ; therefore let me have my Right, and 
let Defert mount.” We have no Account what 
r.vard Sir John met with for this exemplary Piece of 
dour. 

The Reader, by this Time, may have heard enough 
Sir John Falfajfs Courage, it may be proper, 
erefore, to relieve him a little with fome of our 
night's GulLntry, which was altogether as fingular 
the Former ; at leuft, in the inilance we are going 
produce. Two wealthy inhabitants of Windfor , 
ll’d Mr. Ford and Mr. Page, liv’d in very good 
endfhip ; The Wives were as great Cronies as the 
ufbands, and were befides, the witteft, merrielt 
omen in the whole Town : The gay eafy Tem- 
r of the Dames made Sir John fancy they were 
th in love with him, and in this Opinion, he writes 
ch of them a very amorous Epillle, and fends ’em 
the lame Time : The Confequence of this, was a 
ifit between the two Women, when they laid their 
eads together, how to be reveng’d upon the leach- 
»us old Lo,.d of iniquity. It was agreed, that Mrs. 

)rd lhould give him Encouragement, and appoint a 
ime for him to come and fee her. A Servant of Sir 
ohns In the mean Time, goes and informs Mr. 
’rj who was before inclin'd to Jealoufy, of the whole 
ffair ? Ford goes to Sir John in Difguife, tells him 
s Name is Broom, and that he is in love with Mrs. 
*rd, offering him a large Reward, if he could help 
m to the enjoying of her. Falftajf hereupon dif- 
fers the Hour of Affignation, and promifes to in- 
oduce Mf. Broom , who went away fully fatished of 
terrible Plot againft his Head, which feemed already 
aded with Horns. 

At the Time appointed, Falftajf goes to Ford" s 
oufe, and the good natur'd Gentlewoman received 
m in the bell Manner imaginable , but they had not 
ng enjoy’d their Tranfport, before they were a- 
rm’d by Mrs. Page, who was conceal’d in the next 
oom for that Purpofe : She feemed to come from the 
feet, and told Sir John that Mr. Ford was coming 
ith a great many Neighbours, vowing Revenge. A 
dketoffoul Linnen ltoodby, and Sir John without 
eremony defired to be put into it, and fent to the 
*5 
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Walherwoman’s, or any whether, to efcape the Fury 
of the injur’d good Man. The Balket was placed 
there for this very Purpofe, and the Servants had their 
LelTons beforehand : So the Knight was fluff’d in 
and covered, and the two Men went away with the 
Burden, who carried all together, threw it into a 
ihallow Place in die Thames, and went their Way. 
Sir John made a Ihift to fcrabble out, and get home. 
Hear him give a Defcription of this Misfortune to one 
of his Servants, (i Go fetch me a Quart of Sack, 
“ put a Toaft in it. Have I lived to be carried in a 
“ Balket, like a Barrow of Butcher’s Offal, and to 
“ be thrown into the Thames? Well, if I be ferved 
“ fuch another Trick, I’ll have my Brains taken out 
“ and butter’d, and give them to a Dog for a New- 
" Year’s-Gift* The Rogues flighted me into the 
“ River with as little Remorfe as they would have 
“ drowned a blind Bitch’s Puppies, fifteen in the Lit- 
“ ter ; and you may know by the Size, that I have a 
“ kind of Alacrity in finking : If the Bottom were as 
“ deep as Hell* 1 lhould down. I had been drown- 
“ ed, but that the fhore was fhelvy and fhallow ; a 
“ Death that I abhor: for the Water {wells a Man: 
“ And what a Thing lhould I have been \vhen I had 
“ been fwelled ? I lhould have been a Mountain of 
“ Mummy. Come, let me pour in fome fack to the 
“ Thames Water ; for my Belly is as cold as if I had 
“ fwal low’d Snowballs, for Piils to cool the 
" Reins;” 

The two Golfips, who knew nothing of the Infor- 
mation Mr. Ford had received, were amaz’d to fee 
him come home in a real Fury : They could not fo 
much as guefs at the Caufe ; however, they were re- 
folved to have another Bout with Sir John, come what 
would of it : To this End, their former Go-between 
was again employ’d. The Knight was at firft refrac- 
tory, becaufe of his late ill Uftige ; but fo well did the 
R.g tell her Story, that at laft he yielded to come to 
Mrs. Ford* s again the next Mcrning between Eight 
and Nine. No fooner was theEmift iry gone, but in 
comes the Sham Mr. Broom. Falftaf tells him how 
he had fucceeded with Mrs. Ford ; how the peaking 
Cornuto her Hufband had came Home at the Prologue 
of their Comedy, with a Rabble of his Companions; 
how he was cram’d into a Buck-Baiker, with foul 
Shirts, Smocks* Stockings, and greafy Napkins, and 
carried out ; how he was met by Ford, ar.d frighten’d 
terribly ; in fhort, how r.e was thrown hiffing hot 
into the T haines. “ And think. Mailer Broo?n , fays 
“ he, how all this mull be to a Man of my Kidney 1 
“ but 1 am to meet her again this Morning, her Huf- 
“ band is gone a Birding ; and then* Mr, Broom p 
“ for you!” Ford, who having fcarched all the 
Houfe over before, and found no Body, was almoft 
reconcil’d to his rib, now went away htore uneafy 
than ever ; all the Circumftances agreed, and *twas 
plain he was a Dupe. Well, the Hour came, and 
Faljlajf went, but was no fooner there, than he wa$ 
again furpriz’d with Ford's coming. The Womea 
were very officious to drefs him in the Cloaths of a 
fat Woman, who pafs’d for a Witch, and whom 
Ford had forbid his Houfe* Sir John, by this Means 
efcaped unknown, but was heartily bang’d in his 
Quality of an old Woman for prefuming to come 
there ; and Ford and his Friends fearch’d the Houfe 
over again to no Purpofe. 

Mrs. Ford thought it was new high Time to fether 
Hulband at Eafe ; fo Ihe and Mrs. Page produce 
their Letters, and tell the whole Story to all the 
Company. The Man was fatisfied, the Women 
applauded, and a frefti Revenge was refolved on* 
-Mrs. Fhtickly, the former MeHenger, w'as fent again, 
,who informed Sir John fhe was .tome from the Par- 
ties. “ The Devil take ore Party, and his Dam the 
“ other, fays he, and fo they fhall be both bellow'd ; 

P “ I hav* 
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44 I have fuffer’d more for their fakes than the villai- 
44 nous inconflaucy of Man’s Difpofition is able to 
44 bear, T was beaten into all the Colours of the 
44 Rain-Bow, and like to be apprehended far the 
44 Witch of Branford: But that my admirable Dex- 
“ terity of Wit deliver’d me, I had been fet in the 
44 Stocks, in the common Stocks, for a Witch ! - — 
44 Well, fays the cunning old Hag , but to prevent all 
44 Danger, Ih’ll meet you to Night in the Forell, 
44 where you may pafs for Herne the Hunter, who, 
44 they fay, walks with a great Pair of Horns on his 
44 Head : Pur on the Horns, and fear nothing !” Faf 
ftaff confented, the Woman went her Way, and Mr. 
Broom came again, not now to entrap his Wife, but 
only to catch the Knight, who tells another lamen- 
table Story of his being beaten grievoufly in the Shape 
of a Woman : For in the Shape of a Man , Mafter 
Broom, fays he, 1 fear not Goliah, with a Weaver's 
Beam. But meet ?ne at Nighty and all fhall be well. 
So he recitd the whole Story of his new Affignation* 
This was the worft Punifhment of all ; for Ford , Page , 
their Wives, Children, and Friends, were ready a- 


vice : 


gainft the appointed Hour, all drefs’d like Fairies. 


Sir John, as before, went to the Place in Time, big 
with the Hopes of enjoying what he had fought fo 
long, and fuffer’d fo much for, A huge Pair of 
Stags Homs were upon his Head, which he eiteem’d 
as emblematical of thofe he was to fix upon the Head 
of poor Ford. In a Word, the Fairies came, and 
pinched him almoll to Death } which done, they all 
difeovered themfelves : And from this Time poor 
Falfiaff became a Laughing-Stock to all the good 
People in Windfor . He has humouroufly defcribed 
this Difpofition of Mankind towards him in thefe 
Words : 44 Men of all Sorts take a Pride to gird at 
The Brain of this foolifh compounded Clay, 


44 Man, is not able to invent any thing that tends to 
41 Laughter more than I invent, or is invented on 
44 me : I am not only witty in myfelf, but the Caufe 
44 that Wit is in other Men.’ 1 

How much of the foregoing Stories we owe to 
the fruitful Invention of Shakefpear , we fhall not pre- 
tend to determine. ’Tis certain the whole Charac- 
ter of Sir John Falfiaff \ as he has drawn it, whether 
it be entirely founded upon Truth or no, is one of 
the moil beautiful Pieces in our Language ; which 
may be a fufheient Excufe for our inferting fo much 
of it. Thofe who are acquainted with the Plays from 
which the foregoing is extraded, will fee we have 
bellowed a pretty deal of Labour, and, we hope, 
Tome Judgment in what we have done, which is all 
we lhall fay concerning ourfelves. Give, us Leave, 
however, to add, that the late < celebrated Duke of 
Buckingham, after he has difeourfed very finely up- 
on the humour of our Plays, ufes thefe Words : 


But FalllafF feems inimitable yet* 


We now proceed to give a lefs poetical Account 
of fome of the merry Pranks which are recorded of 
our Hero ; and indeed a very different Account from 
the foregoing. Inllead of making him a Coward, a 
Glutton, and a Drunkard, * all other Authors that 
mention him fay, he was a very brave Commander ; 
and that, on the Account of hk Valour againft the 
York Fa&ion, King Henry IV. knighted him, and 
gave him a Penfion of four hundred Marks per Ann. 
which was a great Income in thofe Days. Be this as 
it' will, his Revenue was not fufheient to fupport his 
Extravagancies ; for all agree, he took up the Occu- 
pation of a Gentleman Highwayman. 

He firll fet out upon this unlawful Defign by him- 
felf ; but a Man need never want a Companion in 
Wickednefs, feveral other diffolute and diforderly 
Gentlemen quickly enter’d * themfelves into his Ser- 


Their Names were the fame as before recite 
and the Robberies they committed were almoll i 
numerable. They were completely mounted and an' 
ed, and having been lately in the Service of the Hoi 
of Lancajler , they wanted not for Skill to make i 
of thofe Advantages. Scarce could a Traveller 
fafe for them upon any Road for a hundred Mi 
round London , tho’ the Place which Sir John hii 
felf commonly collected at was Gads-Hill in Kent. 

It was here that he one Day met a Country F: 
mer, and demanding what Money he had about hii 
the Farmer replied, None ; adding, that he did n 
ufe to carry Money about him lor Fear of Ro 
bing. Sir John hereupon, commanded him to kni 
down, and fall to Prayers ; and at the fame Time 
pulled a little Manual out of his Pocket, and kne 
ed down by him. The Countryman did not kne 
what to make of this unfeafonable Piece of Dev 
tion, and would willingly have taken another Til 
and Place to make his Orifons. But there was 
refilling Neceffity : Sir John was inclined to be pioi 
and the Farmer mull be fo too, at leall mull appi 
To ; for very probably his Fear might abate the F 
vour which he might elfe have Ihewn. The Kni$ 
mumbled over fome Words between his Teeth w 


a great deal of leeming Devotion, and then enquii 
of his Fellow Chriflian how it fared with him 


I t 


.Heaven , he faid, would not be deaf to the pious ^ 
dreffes of thofe that were finccrely devout ; wherefc 
prythee feel in thy Packets, that we may fee w, 
God hath feut thee. The Countryman dul fo, 1 
pretended he could find nothing: Upon which 
John feeling in his own Pockets, pulls out a Ni 
penny Piece, telling him withal, That for certain 
pray’d not heartily ; therefore ’twas neceffary 
him to pray again. If you look, fays he, dire<! 
towards Heaven, it cannot be but you mull get fon 
what as well as I. With that, putting his Hi 
into his Pocket again, he pulls out a Thirteen-Fe 
Half-penny Piece. Still the other poor Man had 
Succefs : He could not find a fingle Farthing, ; 
doubtlefs he pray’d, that no Body elfe might 1 
any Thing upon him. ' He produces now no 
than a Noble, Six Shillings and Eight-Pence ! 1 
Countryman continued firmly in the Negative: U] 
which Sir John told him plainly, That either he 
?iot pray with Devotion , or elfe he would not let > 
bi?n fee how liberal Heaven had been to him ? For i 
lie, how comes it to pafs , that my Prayers foould 
heard , and not yours? If you pray with as much J 
ritual Zeal, as you outwardly make Shew of, \ it z 
needs be , that, by this Time you have gained very t 
fid er ably. Therefore I am refolved to examine into 
Truth of this Matter. He did fo, and found in j 
Countryman’s Pockets twenty Broad-Picces of G( , 
at which they were both amaz’d. Sir John feemi * 
ly at the Liberality of Heaven, and the other re;'» 
at the Lofs of his Money. Falfiaff , however, d« 
better with the Farmer, than he expetted : For 
gave him the Money, which he had at leveralTiifl 
taken out of his own Pocket, adding this fevereJ' 
primand. I That a hypocritical Rogue are you to ena* ] 
vour to cheat me , your Companion , at this Rate ! J 
this the Agreement we made before we went to Praye *) 
Good Lord ! how few People are juft upon Earth / M , 
to pun ijh you for your Wickednefs , 1 JJ? all keep w t 
Heaven has fent into your Pocket ; but that you ? 9 
not want upon the Road , take what 1 have got V 
praying ; and when you are got home ’j acquaint y r 
.. Neighbours with what an honefi Gentleman you z % 
who gave you Eight Shillings and Six- Pence, w t 
you endeavoured to cheat him of twenty Broad Pie * 
A little after this religious Lnterprize Six John, ;1 
fome of his Comrades, met the common Hangman • 
jning from an Execution at Knigfion upon Tkami 
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They robb’d him of what little Money he had, and 
then dragged him out of the Road, into an adjacent 
Wood, and hang’d him upon a Tree, a 5 a dangerous 
Fellow to their Profeffion, which, in their Opinion; 
was a very honourable one. 

On the fame Day that the Executioner was exe- 
cuted Sir "John received Notice of the Return of a 
certain rich Merchant, who had been at a Fair at 
Guilford. Upon this he drefled himfelf in Woman’s 
Apparel, and rode along ’till he came in Sight of his 
intended Prey. He then alighted ; and lying down; 
after he had tied his Horfe in a Wood, he filled the 
Road with loud Cries and Lamentations; accufing 
Heaven and Earth as confpiring in his Misfortunes. 
The Merchant, being a Man of a brisk and airy 
Temper, and one who well undedtood the Delights 
of a Female Converfation, was not a little mov’d 
with Joy at. this happy Surprizal, imagining himfelf 
in the eafy Pofleflion of a jolly young Woman ; for 
indeed Sir .John, though foinetmng of the thickeil; 
did not make a difagreeable Figure in his Female 
Habit: There appeared- i'o much Delicacy and Soft- 
nefs in his Skin, (at leak what was fecn of it, for he 
was mask’d;) that not a few Women would have 
been proud to have poffeii the like. The honek 
Man, therefore, very gencroufly a-lights from his 
Horfe, and enquires of the Dir Charmer (for fo he 
called Sir John) what was ue Caufe of her Com- 
plaints ? She, poor Soul, for her P..rt tells him a long 
Story of her piteous Adventures ; as that fhe had 
been to vifn tome Relations along with a barbar- 
ous inhuman &rotner,who had left her in this unknown 
Place, upon a vers ftn .11 Difference that had arifen. 
Twa impodiUe for the tender-hearted Merchant to 
help pi ty mg ner Misfortunes, which he looked upon 
to be real, arid joining with her in lamenting her 
Condition, and curfmg the Cruelty of her Brother, 
Pity, it Ins been obierv’d, frequently tunes the Soul 
to Love ; and thus it was with oar Merchant : He 
fate him/elf dc.^n, and fpokc a great many foft 
Things ; and, in Ihort almok brought Matters to 
the laft Extremity. Sir John, who was kill coveied 
with his Milk, made but a feeble Refinance, only 
Crying, / am undone, lofl, ruin d forever ! Alas, dear 
Sir , what do you mean ? What would you do with 
me? Is this your CompaJJton? Phis your Kindnefs to a 
poor , diftreffed \ ini fer able Creature ? I Chat f rob me 
of my Honour, dearer to me than my Life ? For Hea- 
ven's fake. Sir, forbear ! The Merchant was not to 
be repulfed with fuch a weak Oppofition as this ; 
j; he thought it was only Virgin Modeftv that would 
?rj prefen dy be overcome ; and therefore, comforted his 
id dear Soul with all die kind Words, *nd fair Promifes 
as he, could invent, tolling her by the Hand, and leading 

{( her to tiie Entrance of the Wood ; Sir John, fee- 
ing it now Time to draw towards a Conclufion, 
tr! told him, That f: nee her Misfortunes had fo ordered 
t:. it, that jhe was fallen into his Hands , Jhe entreated 
he would do her the Favour to advance farther into 
all the. Wood, that jhe might not be openly projUtuted. Still 

our excellent Droll fobbed, and cried, and called up- 
tt < on Death a thoufand Times to come and fuccour 
'a her, before fhe was eternally difgrac’d. The Mer* 

» chant complied witn this hit reafonable Requek, and 
p went with her into the moil folitary Part of the 
Wood; where being juk about to work his wicked 
a Will upon tne poor unhappy yielding Creature, to 
his great Surprize, as well as Pain, £he drew a Poig- 
nard oat of her Boiom, and thruk him through one 
of his Arms: The amorous Gallant being hereby 
dilaoled, his fuppofed Female Beamy rifled his Poc- 
kets, took out three or four Purfes of Gold, and 
immediately rode off witn the. Booty. . . 

- Anotner Time,. Sir John , in Company with but one 
of his Companions, met a couple of Frier?, belong- 


ing to a Monakery, which, in thofe Times of Popery* 
was at Dartford in Kent : Our thieving Knight ftrip- 
ped them of their religious. Habits, which was much 
tigainlt the Will of his Companion, ’till he gave him 
the following Reafon for his fo doing. Tcu know, 
fays he, that we are not far from Lewifham, where 
there is a noble large golden Chalice , belonging to the 
Church, and you ought to know as well , that there is 
no Habit which a Man can rob in fo fafily as a reli- 
gious one . My Advice then is, That we affume the 
Sheeps Cloathing, and make the beft of our Way to the 
Curate' s Houfe. Never doubt of Succefs, and leave 
the Conduct of the Affair to me. Faljcaff s Comrade 
was now very well plenfed with the Contrivance, and 
confented to alfik in the putting it forthwith in Prac- 
tice. Away march our two Friars, and the generous 
Curate, believing them to be what they appeared, 
received them, in a Manner fo very. kindly as gave 
-them frefh Hopes of fucceeding in their Defign. - At 
-Night, as they lay together, they were a confidetable 
Time confulting how they fhould carry on the Affair : 
But they at lalt concluded to both their Satisfactions, 
and went to Sleep. The Morning being come, they 
got up very early, and went to the Curate’s Cham- 
ber, telling him, It was their Cujiom to fay Ala Is 
always at that Time ; and therefore they defired he 
would join with them* The good Man, without mi- 
kruking any Thing, arofe and opened the Door \ 
which he had no fooner done, but our two Ruffians 
rufhed in upon him, knock’d him down, gagged him, 
and tied him Neck and Heels ; after which, they 
broke open his Trunks, and took away all his Mo- 
ney ; and not contented with this, they took the 
Keys of the Church, and carried away not only the 
Chalice, but all the other Ornaments that were porta- 
ble, and fo they marched off. 

One Day as Sir John '\v rt s riding along the Road 
by himfelf, he met with two of his own Profe&on, 
who, not knowing him, and feeing he made a good 
Appearance, thougnt they had found a Prize. With 
this Confidence they rode up to him, who did not en- 
deavour to avoid ’em, and bid him Hand ; fwearing, 
damn ’em, and fink ’em, he was a dead Man, if he 
did not immediately deliver his Money. Sir John be* 
ing accuilomed not to give, bar to take, could not 
heartily relilh this Demand ; and thereiore, very 
boldly told them, he had none ; at the fame Inftant 
laying his Hand luddenly upon one of their Swords, 
he wrenched it out ofjns Hand, and gave hirr. fuch- a 
Blow with it on his Arm, that the Pain took away all 
Senfe. Having done this, he fet upon the other very 
furioufly, who, being lefs valiant than his Companion, 
betook himfelf to the Swiftnefs of his l fOrfe’s Heels. 
But Sir John purfaed him fo clofely, that he made 
him yield himfelf to his Mercy : Upon which he ge- 
neroufly gave him his Life, after reprimanding him 
feverely for attempting to meddle with one who wa« 
his Maker at his own Trade. Returning after this to 
the other, whom he had firft kruck, he threaten’d 
him with Death, if he deliver’d not his Money : 
The poor Thief would willingly have excus’d him- 
felf by pretending he had none: But Falfaff was not 
to be put off in that Marnier, being well fatisfied there 
was no Gredit to be given to Perfons of that Voca- 
tion. He very orderly therefore- applied to his Poc 
kets, where he found a large Quantity of Gold and 
Silver, theSpoils ofa great many houeit People. To 
be more completely revenged of his Antagonik, Sir 
John bound him krongly Neck arid f4eels, wrote hi? 
Crime upon a Paper, and pinned it to his Break * 
then placed him- where he might be etfjtofed to the 
View of all PafTengers. 1 1 

The unfortunate Higbwav.man had- hot lain long 
in this-Pofitioflj-Leforefome whom he had lately rob- 
bed came by, who looking at the Paper, and at the 

fame 
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fame Time examining his Face, knew him to be the 
Man l Upon this they carried him before a Magiftrate, 
who committed him to Prifon, where he remained 
till the next Mizes, when he was convi&ed, fentenc’d, 
and Ihortly after executed. Thus was Sir John the 
Means of bringing one of his Brethren to Juilice, while 
in the Height of his own Crimes ; but the Adtion was 
honourable, and in his own Defence ; for the Soul of 
our Knight was above fubmitting to the detefted 
Office of a mercenary Thief-Catcher. 

Sir John followed this diforderly Courfe of Life a 
great many Years ; and what made him the more da- 
ring in his unlawful Enterprizes, was the having a no 
lefsMan than the eldeft Son of King Henry IV . in his 
wicked Fraternity, with whom he was very familiar, 
as we have before obferved. This Prince being 
prompted on by his own vicious Inclinations, and the 
Fire of Youth, and encouraged by a Set of debauched 
and abandoned Courtiers, committed fuch Extrava- 
gancies as are almoft incredible : For he not only fre- 
quently robbed upon tiie Highway, in Company with 
Faljtaff and others, whom we have mention’d, but 
went fo far as to fet upon his Father, and feveral 
Times put in Fear of fome Defign againil his Perfon : 
For Kings went not guarded in thofe Days as they do 
at prefenr. He attempted alfo to refeue a Prifoner 
from the Face of Juilice, in the Court of King's- Bench, 
Weftminfter ; for which he was himfelf committed a 
Prifoner by the Lord Chief Juilice, whom he llruck 
on the Seat of Judgment. The Juilice was admir’d 
and applauded for this Action ; and the Prince, not- 
withlhnding his ungovernable Temper, fubmitted to 
the Sentence, feemingly without ReludUnce. And 
indeed it appears this Prince, who had a prodigious 
natural Genius, often difapprov’d his own Extravan* 
ces when he came to reflect feriouily. Shakefpear has 
given us a Speech, or rather Soliloquy of his, fup- 
pos’d to be fpoken at the Place of Haunt in Eaft cheap , 
immediately upon parting with his fcandalous Com- 
pany. ’Tis in tbefc Words : 1 knoav you all , and 
will uphold your Humour a little , yet in this will I 
imitate the Sun , who permits the bafe contagious Clouds 
to hide his Beauty fometimes from the World , that when 
be pie afis to be himfelf again, at a Time when he it 
t very much wanted, he may be the more wonder d at. 
By breaking thro' the foul and ugly Mijls and V apours 
that feemed almoft to f mother and ftranggle him . If all 
the Year were Holidays , it would be as tedious to fport 
as to work ; but when Play-days come feldom, they 
come wifb' d for , and nothing pleafes but what is rare : 
So when I throw off this bafe Behaviour , and pay the 
Debt I ne ver promis'd , by how much I am better than 
my Word , by fo much fly all I falflfy Men's Hopes : and 
my Reformation glittering over my Fault, like bright 
Metal upon a fallen Ground, Jhall Jhew more goodly , 
and attrafi more Eyes than that which has no foil to 
fet it off \ And we find this illuilrious Perfon was not 
at all worfe than his Word, efpeciaJly in the the Cafe 
of the Lord Chief Juilice. 

This good Man, upon the Death of Henry IV. 
was under terrible Apprehenfions of Severity from 
the Hands of his new Mailer : The young King put 
on a fullen Countenance, and reprehended with a 
great Deal of feeming Warmth ; and the Judge de- 
fended himfelf as nobly as he had adted before, by 
telling him, that upon the Bench he reprefented his 
Father, who was infuited in his Perfon ; and defiring 
Him to make the Cafe his own, and confider whether, 
now he was King, he would fufFer his Dignity to 
be profan’d in a Chief Magiftrate, by a diibbedient 
Son. But how agreeably was this venerable Perfon 
furpriz’d, when his Majelly returned him this Anfwer : 
4< You are right, Juilice, and you weigh the Matter 
2 well b thereforeiUIl bear the Ballanec and the Sword, 


<c and I wiih you Honours may increafe till you 
“ live to fee a Son of mine offend you, and obey 
“ you as I did : So fhalJ I Jive 10 ipeak the Words of 
“ my Father, Happy am I, that I have a Magiftrate 
‘ ‘ fo bold as to dare to do Juliice upon my own 

“ Son ; and no lefs happy in having a Son tint 

“ would deliver up his Greatnefs into {the Hand of 

“ Juilice. You committed me ; for which I com- 

“ mit into your Hand the unitain’d Sword that you 
“ ufed to bear, remembring you Hill to ufe the lame 
“ with the like bold, juft, and impartial Spirit as 
“ you have done againft me. There is my Hand j 
“ you fhall be a Father to my Youth, and I will 
<c humble myfelf to your wife Dirediions: I will 
“ mock the Expectations of the World, and fruitrate 
“ the Prophefies of the Vulgar : My Tide of Blood, 
“ that has proudly flow’d in Vanity till now, (hall 
“ turn back to the Sea, from whence it fhall hence - 
“ forth flow in State and formal Majelly. The wifeil 
“ of our Nation fhall form our Council, of which 
“ you, Father, fhall be the Chief, and I will min- 
<c gle in your folemn Debates ’till Peace and War be- 
“ coine familiar to me, and England is own’d the 
** beft-govern’d Nation in the World.” It is fur- 
ther reported of this Prince, that he was wont every 
Day after Dinner to fet apart two Hours to receive 
Petitions, and redrefs Grievances, which he would do 
with wonderful Equity ; and that he fent to Rome to 
be abfolvea from the Death of King Richard II. (of 
which ’tis thought his Father was guilty) tho’ ’ tis 
certain he had no Hand in it. 

This Account of the Reformation of King Henry 
V. is doing Juft ice to the Memory of one of the great- 
eft and bell Monarchs that ever fate upon the Eng - 
lifly Throne : Befides, it is not altogether foreign to 
our Defign, as it makes W ay for another Story of 
our Hero, Sir John Fal/iaff The Knight was in 
the Country, at the Houle of one Juilice Shallow , 
an old Acquaintance of his, when the News was 
brought by Piftol of his Friend Hal's Advancement. 
He was unable to contain his Joy, and fummoning 
all his own Gang and the Julliee’s Family about 
him, he made this Harangue : Away Bardolph , fad- 
dle my Horfes. ——Mailer Robert Shallow, chufs 
what Office thou wilt in the Land, ’tis thine— 
Piftol , 1 will double charge thee with Dignitie s * — 

Carry Mailer Silence to Bed Mailer Shallow , my 

Lord Shallow, be what thou wilt ; I am Fortune’s 
Steward. Get on thy Boots j we’ll ride all Night 
—Oh ! fweet Piftol , utter more to me ; and with- 
al advife fomething to do thyfelf good. Boot, 

Boot, Mailer Shallow , I know the young King is 
Tick for me ■ — Let us take any Man’s Horles ; 
the Laws of England are at my Commandment- 
Happy are they who have been my Friends ; and 
Wo to my Lord Juilice. Accordingly they all got 
ready, and Mr. Shallow lent Sir John a thouiand 
Pounds to maintain his Dignity, ’till the King 
loaded him with Riches. They rode poll to London , 
and came juft lime enough to fee the Coronation. 
The whole Company got among the ?vlob, and Sir 
John addrefTcd himfelf to the Juilice in this Mai>* 
ner : Stand here by me, Mailer Robert Shallow , I 
will make die King do you Grace ; I will learupon 
him as he comes by ; and do but mark the Counte- 
nance that he will give me. O if I had Time to 
have made new Liveiies, I would have bellow’d the 
thoufand Pounds I borrow’d of you. But it is no 
Matter, this poor Shew doth better; it infers the 
Zeal I had to fee him; it Ihews my Earnellnefs of 
Affedlion ; my Devotion, as it were, to ride Day and 
Night, and not to deliberate, not to remember, not 
to have Patience to Ihift me, but to Hand llained with 
Travel, and fw eating with Deftfe to fee him, think- 
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in<r of nothing elfe, putting all Affair in Oblivion, 
as*if there were frothing elfe to be done but to fee 

him. . 

Thus did Sir John run on in a lofty Strain, indulg- 
ing his own Vanity, and the Hopes of all that were 
with him, till the Royal Perfon appear’d in all the 
Splendour and Magnificence that was fuitable to the 
Occafion. God fave thy Grace , King Hal, myjweet 
Boy , my Jove, my Heart t faid Sir John with his 
wonted Air: But how was he difappointed, when, 
inllead of the Warmth he expected to be receiv’d 
with, his Majefty, with a forbidding Countenance, 
deliver’d thefe Words ! I know thee not, old Man , 
what is thy Meaning? Do thefe white Hairs be- 
come a Buffoon and a JeJier ? I have long dream* d 
indeed of fuch a Man as thou art, fo fu rfe i t -fiv ell d y 
*0 oldy and fo prophane t But being awake , I defpife 
ny Dream — Make thy Body left , and thy Grace more ; 

Grave gapes for thee three Times wider than 
c or other Men. — Do not reply to me with a foolijh 
fef y nor be fo prefumptuotts as to think me the Thing 
hat I was : Heaven knows y and the World Jhall 
erceive, that I have turned away my former f elf \ fo 
oil l I thofe that have kept me Company . When 
hou fhalt hear that 1 am what I have been y ap- 
roach me y and be what thou waft y the Tutor and 
'eeder of my Riots ; 'till then, I banifh tbee from my 


Prefence t as I have done the refi of my Mijleaders ; 
— dare not henceforth y on Pain of Death to come 
within ten Miles of our Perfon : I will allow you. 
a Competence for Life , that Want may not induce you 
to Evil ; and as we hear of your Amendment , we 
will advance you according to your Strength and Qua- 
lities. The King did according to his Word in e- 
very Particular, and conquer’d himfelf in a manner 
that won the Hearts of all his People. 

Habits of Vice are very difficult to be worn off* 
even tho’ the Occafions that firll produc’d them 
ceafe ; Henry's Extravagancies were only the Sallies 
of a great and violent Soul, not yet fubjedted to 
the Government ofReafon; but Sir John was grown 
grey in Iniquity, he afted his Crimes with Coolnefs 
and Deliberation ; neither the Example, the Severity, 
nor the Promifes of his Sovereign, could have any 
Effect upon him. He continued his diffolute Courfes 
’till he was apprehended, and committed to Maid - 
fionc Goal for a Robbery at Gads-Hill. At the 
next Afiizes he was capitally couvitled, but the 
King unwilling he fhould fuffer Death, order’d him 
only to tranfport himfelf in a Month’s Time out 
of the Enghjb Dominions. It. was. thought this 
Sentance, tho’ very mild, broke the Knight's Heart, 
for he died before the Time allow’d him was ex- 
pir’d. 
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LIFE of ARTHUR CHAMBERS. 


"WEAVING gone through the Life of Ealjlaff y 

:■ B °r rather a Series of comic Adventures 

L JSL pei formed by him, and his Gang of merry 
leilows, which we have exacted from authentick 

- femoirs, and fome Touches of our great Shake - 

- ear , we (hall pafs over to latter Days, and prefent 
tyr jr Readers with Tranfadions of Modem Date, and 

5 1 hick Thou lands now living may, probably, be no 
: : rangers to. We fhould, indeed, have premifed 
ij ffore, thru our Countrymen were not to exped a 
cceifive Order of the Perlons, whofe Exploits (if 
3 | .ey may be termed fo) we have determined to 
e; rite; bat on the other Hand, fuch a mix’d Ac- 

- >unt as might have two Effeds on the Minds of 
ir candid Readers ; by which Expreffion we beg 

fl ave to be undciitood, that our Aim, throughout 
e Courfe of thefe Sheets, is, fometimes by fetting 
, fore them the oddeil Occurences that ever happened 
Life, fo to amufe them that they may receive a 
* .11 deal of Pleafure while they read ; and at other 
J imes, by draw ing horrid and melancholy Scenes of 
b eath and Murder, fo to awaken them that the/ 
ay detcll the like Vices ; and in pur filing this 
S* 3urfe, we have reafon think we fhall do no fmall 
rvice to our Countrymen. 

The Perfon we arc going to treat of, was named 
:> * thur Chambers y one of bafe Extraction, and con- 
m juently void of Education, good Manners, or any 
her Qualification that was amiable ; from his In- 
icy he had a natural Propenfity to Pilfering, and, 
f caufe the poor Circumitances of his Parents deprived 
n of acquiring what might fet him off in the 
orld, the loofe Way of Living he had contraded 
>m a vagabond and lazy Life, quite turned his 
sjl| t6 


Thoughts to diihonell Ways of fupporting himfelf: 
’Tis even afferted that he more than once play’d the 
Thief in Hanging -fieeve Coats, and if this be true, 
we need not wonder he became fo expert in his Em- 
ployment, as he called it. 

The firit Step, in his Opinion, to compleat him a 
thorough Mailer in the thieving Art, was to have at 
his Fingers Ends, all the canting Language (which 
comprehends a Parcel of invented Words, fuch as 
Thieves very well know, and by which they can 
dillinguilh one another from the other Claffes of 
Mankind) in order to the Attainment whereof, he 
put himfelf under the Diredion of an experienced 
Teacher that Way ; and what was foon obfervable, 
attended fo clofely to the Didates of his Preceptor, 
that he not only out-rivalled him, but became fu- 
perior to any of his cotemporary Thieves. 

Chambers quickly difeover’d how pleafing his new 
Language was to him; for he could not enter an 
Alehoule, but he would be punning with the Land- 
lord : Indeed his gay Apparel (for Arthur could not 
endure the Thought of being called a Sloven) gain- 
ed very often on the Mailers of the Houles he fre- 
quented, to fit down by him, and liften to his jocular 
Way of talking : Sometimes, from the Ignorance of 
fome of them, he would impudently affert that what 
he now and then mixed with his ordinary Englijh , 
was the purell Greek in the World, and, to convince 
them he was fincere in what he advanced, would fre- 
quently pull out of his Pocket a Greek Tejiamtnt , and 
fay. Sir, this Book was made by one of the old Phi - 
lofophers ; believe me, l have ftudied it this dozen 
Tears , and every Moment I look'd into it , 1 gain'd a 
Twelve-month's Knowledge. The Landlord would 

Q_ be 


5 § 


A General History of 


be gazing all the while open-mouth’d at Chambers , 
and to be fure, he, on his Part, was very intent up- 
on fomething befides his Greek Tef ament, for, foon 
after, a general Complaint was made of Abundance 
of Money being loll, but, which Way, was the 
Queftion. 

A while after this, our Practitioner was fent to 
Bridewell, there to anfwer, with hard Labour, fome 
petty Abufes he had committed ; but, obtaining his 
Liberty he began to reflect, that fome Way or other 
was of Necelhty to be found out to make his Life 
more agreeable and lefs burthenfome to him, than 
it had been of late ; he found that the Town be- 
gan to fufpeft him, and having very clear Eyes to 
fee into thofe Things that concerned himfelf, he left 
it with a hearty Curfe, and went down to Launcef- 
ton in Cornwall . 

It feems the Inhabitants here received him with 
open Arms for a confiderable Time, and his merry 
Difpofition foon procured him the Acquaintance of 
Men of Note in that County ; He had taken Care 
too before his leaving London, to fupply himfelf with 
a great Number of falfe Crown and Half-Crown 
Pieces, which, on his Arrival, he uttered at all the 
Places he frequented, but Abundance of Perfons ha- 
ving been deceived with thefe Pieces, and a gene- 
ral Complaint made round about, Search was made 
ev x ery where for the apprehending of the Cheat, and 
poor Chambers was taken up ; the Confequence of 
which was fending him to Goal, where he remained 
a Year and a Half before he could get his Enlarge- 
ment. 

Cornwall now became too hot for him to Hay 
any longer there ; he had forfeited his Reputation 
with his Acquaintance ; he found no Relief, nor 
no Signs of any ; and what could he do in thefe 
Circumflances > Why, he made the bell Way he was 
able to London where on the very ArH Day of his 
Arrival, he performed the moil cunning, artful, and 
yet barefac’d Piece of Felony that ever was heard 
of. The FaCt Hands thus recorded. 

Having alighted from the Waggon, he went di- 
rettly to an Alehoule in Weft-Smitbficld, where, feat- 
ing himfelf in a Box, and calling for a Pint of Beer, 
and a Slice of Bread and Cheefe, he comfortably re- 
frelh’d himfelf ; then falling into Difcourfe with fome 
Tradefmen in the next Box to him, about the Coun- 
try and quiet Enjoyment of a rural Life, the Talk 
was infenfibly turned upon Diving or picking of Poc- 
kets (a Circumlbmce of all others the moH furprizing, 
as it was obferved the Company had been reafoning 
very gnvely a long Time on the Advantages of a 
Country before a City Life.) Chambers improved 
the Hint, and faid, It was a thoufand Pities no bet- 
ter Provijion could be made for the Supprcffion of lit- 
tle Villians ; for added he. Death was too ample a 
Punijhment for a Perfon if he robbed the whole World ; 
but why Jhould 1 talk thus, continued he, if great 
Offenders are fuffered, well may the poor and Necef- 
fttous fay — We muft live, and where's the Harm of 
taking a few Guineas from thofe who can J pare 
them, or ten thoufand to one who robbed others of 
them ? — For my own Part , 1 look on a dextrous Pick- 
pocket as a very neceffary Man in any Government 
whatever ; as fuch a Perfon draws fo much from 
the Purfes of bis Countrymen , which otherwife would 
be fpent in Gaming or Whoring: Look ye. Gentlemen, 
l can pick a Pocket as well as any Man in Great- 
Britain, and yet, tho' I fay it, am as honeft as the beft 
Englifliman breathing ; for an Inftance of what 1 fay, 
obferve the Country Gentleman juft now puffing by the 
Window rilftep out and take his Watch tho 1 it is 
rtrw fcarce five <f Clock.— A Wager of io /. was im- 
mediately laid that he did not perform it ; Chambers 
anfwer’d the Bett, and prefently pufhing out of the 


Door, made a quick Round till he came to the End 
of Long-Lane, where he met with the Gentleman, 
and courteoufly pulling of his Hat to him, ask’d if iH 


* - . - u 
he could inform him which was the nigheil Way to 

” ‘ ' i.-, 


Knave' s- Acre ; — to which the Gentleman replied,- 


Lack- a -day Friend, you ask a very ignorant Perfon # 
M ’ r-lJ 


S: 


Ife 


for 1 am a Stranger here, and want to know the near - j , 

eft Way to Moor-fields : Oh ! oh / Sir, 1 live 

there, and can acquaint you which Way to take ; e.\- 
ettfe me. Sir, 1 would willingly bear you Company | 
thither, but extraordinary Affairs calling me to fins 
out a Place called Knaves- Acre, I muft neceffarily bl 
jogging on ; but be pie afed to take my beft Directions : 
So faying he pointed with his Hand *\Look you, Sir 
you have no other ll r dy to go than direftly along thi. 
Lane , which will bring you into a Street call d Bai bi 
Can, that into a dirty Lane over againft it, and tha 
into Chifwell-Street, the End whereof will lead yoi 
into Moorfields. All this while the Country Gentle 
man was itareing the Way Chambers pointed, who ij 
the Interim, made fure of his Watch, and after th 
Gentleman and he had left one another, returned bac 
to the Company, laid down the Spoil on the Tablt 
and claimed the Wager, which was accordingly paic 

But, faid Chambers , the Gentleman Jhall have h 

Watch again, and 1 myfclf will acquaint him wit 
the whole Affair : So faid, he trudged after hiir i 
and coming up with him before he had got qui 
through Barbican , after having asjt’d Pardon for h 
Rudenefs, deAred him to tell him if he had loH ar 

Thing. Nothing 1 hope Friend, but Tllfearchi 

Pockets, to be fure of it, and fee, my good Man ; 
Ihort, the Gentleman coming to his Fob, found } 
Watch gone ; upon which Chambers civilly return 
it, but not without giving him a fuccinft Detail ha ft 

he came bv it, and the keafon why. The Gentl 

man return’d him a thoufand Thanks, admir’d 1 
Dexterity, gave him half a Crown, and bad him p 
it to the to s. and remember him among his Frienc 
and fo they parted again. 

This Action performed in Broad-Day Light, a 
in a Lane where Abundance of People reiort, a’ 
confequently where fome muH be palling and rep 
fing at that Time, argued in Chambers not only 
confummate Boldnefs, but the greateit Dexterity 
Hand, with refpeCt to the obtaining the Watch, tl 
can be imagined : But if this is looked upon as A 
prizing, the Sequel will difeover Adventures ofh 
not any wife inferior, but I may venture to f; 
much fuperior to it. 

But before we enter into giving an Account 
thofe which v c deem vaiily aHonifhing, we mufl t 
Leave to All the next Paragraph with a lharpi 
Trick Chambers put on a raw Country Fellow ll 
was jull come to Town. It feems that this Ruj 
was got among a Company of Sharpers, and gapi 
with the reH at a Marble-board 5 Chambers chant 
to come by, drell in a very handfome Suit of Coat 
and feeing Robin (for fo was the Fellow named) 
tent on feeing the Diverfion, gave him a Tap on 1 
Shoulders, w n:ch made him turn about; upon tf 
Chambers took him r.Adc, ar.d asking him w' 
Countryman he was, and how long he had been * 
Town, which Robin acquainted him with, demand 
if he wanted a Plitee, or had any Inclinations » 
ferve a Gentleman : To which Robin anfwer’d, 
deed, Mafter, that be the very Errand I came to To 1 
about. O then, replied Chambers, I can fit you tt 
Hair . 1 believe 1 can afford you my/elf , for the f 
fent, four Pounds a Tear ftanding Wages, ar.d i 
Shillings a Wee ft Board-Wages, and all my caft f 
deaths ; which, let me tell you, are none of the wst - 
This was enough to make Robin ready to jump * 
of his Skin; he had never had fnch a Anfc Prof 
made him, and he began to think that good F- I 
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:une was going to fmile upon hiin. Chambers ob- 
serving the Gladnefs Robin was in, bid him take his 
3 oak and follow him, which he throwing over his 
Arm, away they went together to the May-pole in 
he Strand, where Chambers ordering his new Man 
o call him a Coach, he liept in and Robin after him. 
'{old, hold, (faid Chambers,) you muji know, Robin, 
hat Servants ride behind, which he obeying, away 
rove the Coach to the Bell-Tavern , in Kingferect, 
Vcjhninjhr, where CJj ambers alights, and goes into 

0 the Tavern, orders a Fowl to be roatled for his 
)inner, and when it was ready, fets his Man down 
y him, who eat the bell Part of it. During Din- 
er, Chambers acquaints Robin with the Ways of 
le Town, tells him he mull be very circumfpeift in 
is Behaviour, and a thoufand Tricks would be put 
pon him by the Londoners, who were ever fporting 
•hh Perlbns ju!l come out of the Conuntry, eonclud- 
ig his Difcourfe thus : Robin , I am obliged wait on 
Perfon Quality this Afternoon, and as I have a to- 
rable good Liking to you, I thought I could not 
3 you a greater Piece of Jullice than to acquaint 
3U< that n is cullomary for Gentlemens Servants 

* get to gaming when they meet together ; now 
)u being a Youngller, may eafily be drawn in and 

1 poled on ; but to prevent it, if you have any Mo* 
:y about you, put it into my Hands, and as you 
int it, ’tis but ask and have. Robin concluding 
mi his Mailer’s Words, that he had found out one 
' the honeiltil Men in the World, readily lugged 
it his Leathern Purfe, wherein were nine and forty 
fillings, and gave it to Chambers, who while he 
it him to call a Coach, paid the Reckoning with 
s Man’s Money, and then riding to the Temple - 
ite in Fleet-Street , Robin was ordered to pay the 
xichman, who having a llout Oaken Stick in his 
ind, began to Jay about his Sides in a terrible 
anner ; upon which a fierce Encounter between him 
d die Coachman eniuing, and a numerous Mob im- 
xliately gathering about to fee the Scuffle, CJoam- 
<s found his Opportunity to move off, and leave 
; Man to provide for himfelf, and bemoan the 
>fs of fo good a Mailer. 

If the following Story was not related by Captain 
nib in his Colle&ion, I would not have inierted 
e fame here, confidering the Circumllances, when 
t together, difeover fomething of Improbability ; 
d’ I confefs, that Author afflgns a Reafon for the 
jft unaccountable Fatt of all, that makes the reft 
edit. But without ufing anymore Words, we lhall 
it our candid Readers. 

A Gentleman advanced in Years, who had a confi- 
rable Elhte of his own, married a young Lady 
horn the Captain makes to be none of the wifell) 
th a Fortune agreeable to the large Poffeflions he 
Id. His Temper being fedentary, and devoted to 
e Qniet of a Country Life, he carried his new 
oufe to a Seat of his about a Mile from Hunting- 
7, which Hood by itfelf, and feemed to enjoy a very 
aceful Recefs. But it feems our Chambers had fre- 
lieutly view’d it, to put in Force a Deiign he had 
'long Time entertained to rob it ; but Hill was dif- 
pomted : For the good old Gentleman was too 
jreful to let any of his Goods or EfFetts be taken 
)m him without ufing proper Means to retain what 
had about him. Now, whether he was previ- 
fly acquainted with Chambers's Defign, is not cer- 
in, but it feems probable he was; for Fire-Arms 
;re Things he conllantly kept in his Chamber, and 
was feveral Times obferved to be fitting behind 
e Curtain in his Window, efpeciaily in Moan- 
bit Nights, to watch the Motions of fuch as fhould 
Fer to moleft his Houfe. 

Chambers perfe&Iy underftood this, yet was fo far 
>m declining from his Defign, that he was the ra- 


ther influenced now to put it dlre&Iy in Execution. 
According lie procured as many deaths as would j&ft 
drefs a Man, and with them made up the fictitious 
Appearance of one, which taking along with him to 
the Houfe, he fets a Ladder to the Gentleman's 
Chamber Window, mounts it with the Scarecrow be- 
fore him, and nods it full agamlt the Safh. The Gen- 
tleman hearing a Kind of Noife, and prefer.tly, to 
his Surprize, feeing the Scarecrow, difeharges his 
Piece, upon which Chambers lets it chop, and ihltandy 
betakes himfelf to his Companions, who were behind 
the Houfe. Old Rufeicus thanks his Stars a thoufand 
Times, that he has been fo fortunate as to kill his 
mortal Enemy, and one whom he had -beten obliged 
to watch againft fo many Months. He go£s to his 
Wife who was in Bed, and bids her congratulate with 
him for his Succefs, for that now he hoped they had 
no farther to fear. 1 will put on a few Things , faid 
he to her, go out, and drag the Corps to afecrct Place 
in my Grounds , where l will bury it, by which I /ball 
avoid the burthenfome Fees oj the Parijh . Arid having 
thus faid, he dreft himfelf, took a Pick. Ax, Spade, 
and a Cord, which having tied about the Neck of the 
imaginary Dead, he haul’d it a confiderable Way over 
his Grounds* dug a Pit, and tumbled it in. Cham- 
bers, all the while was hot ignorant of the egregious 
Folly the old Gentleman was committing; but to 
make amends for the Lofs of Time, he had frequently 
had about the Houfe before, mounted up the Ladder, 
and whipt open the Salh, and went, to Bed to the 
Lady, with whom c.vprefting his Gladnefs for what 
had happened, but withal giving Signs 6 f fome Diffi- 
dence, that ft ill made his Mind uneafy, What, fays 
he to her, mujl^ we do, fuppojing tins Rogue's Ghojf 
jhould haunt us in Spite, and come and rob its .JHUF 
This is what I have Re a fins to fear , and I pray my 
Dear, let me take Care of your Diamond Ring and the. 
Gold U r itch by you . No fooner Aid, than the Things 
were delivered up ; and, as the Captain fays, Cham- 
bers repaid her extraordinary Complacency, with gm- 
tifymg her in the moji fen file Manner ; after which* 
acquainting her, he had only hrfuled the Body into n 
Field behind the Hrufe, he would get up again and bury 
him, to avoid coming into any Trouble for having killed 
him.' Accordingly he got up, dreft himelf, took a 
Cabinet of Jewels, thro’ a Pretence of ■ concealing it 
in the next Room, went privately down Stairs, and 
made off triumphantly to his Comrades, who waited 
in a convenient Place for him. 

All this while old Rijiicus was bufted in removing 
out of the World, as he thought, the greateft Tor- 
ment he ever had. The Night being lomething cold, 
and his Appreheniions on one Side, of incurring 
Trouble about fhooting the Deccafed; and his Glad- * 
nels, on the other, for having got out of the Way 
the^ much-dreaded Villain, made him difpatch the 
Buiinefs he was about in the quickeft Manner. After 
he had finiftied every Thing to his Satisfaction, he re- 
turned Home extreamly cold, and getting into Bed 
to his Lady in the chilly Condition he was in, Lord % 
fays fhe, my Dear, how cold you are / You an't the 
fame Man you was lately ; how frigid l Lack-a-Day 9 
what made you get up again . To which he made an- 
fwer, My Love, mj Dear, certainly you muft be in k 
Dream ; for l ajfure you, T have not been in a Bed 
free the ferji Time I rofe, which, Tet me tell you; is 
above an Hour ago . Nay, my Dear, replied fhe, it 
cannot be more than a Quarter of an Hour. fence you 
left me, when I gave you my Diamcmi Rings 'and Gold 
Watch, for fear the Rogue's Ghofe 'Jhould hmint us in 
Spite, and rob us Jill l ; and to convince you, that what 
I tell you is no tther than the real Truth , you gave me 
that due Benevolence which we married Women re- 
quire, better than ever I had it of you. The fe were 
Hints the old Gentleman was confounded at : -He 

fwelled 
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fwelled immediately into a violent Paflion, and faid, 
By Heavens, Madnefs pojfeffes the Woman ! She 
dreams f What Diamond Rings ? What Gold Watch F 
What Benevolence is this you /peak of? For my Part , 
I have not touched your Rings> nor your Watch ; it 
muft unavoidably be, that you are bejides yourfc If. But 
upon my Word , my dear Hijband , you did, and like - 
wife carried the fmall Cabinet there of Gold and Jew~ 
tls , for better Security * into the next Room . What an 
aftonifhing Piece of News is here ? Rufticus begins to 
think there have been deplorable Things committed, 
during his Abfehce ; and that, while bufied in bury- 
ing one Rogue, he had been robbed by another. 
But of all the Evils that perplexed his Mind, the 
Word Benevolence gauled him in the molt fenfible 
Manner : This was a Circumftance that gave him a 
thoufand Mortifications. He fretted, foam’d at the 
Mouth, and ltar’d : He calls to his Servants to bring 
him a lighted Candle to fee if there was Truth in 
what his injur’d Wife had told him. The Candle 
comes ; but to his Colt, he finds his Effects funk fif- 
teen hundred Pounds in Value ; but he is refolved to 
find the Bottom of the whole Affair ; and, as foon as 
it was Break of Day, goes to the Place where he had 
interred the fictitious Corps, digs it up, and finds he 
had been fpending his Time in making a Hole for, 
and covering a Bundle of Rags ; which unexpected 
Sight, raifed by Tams his Indignation and Laughter 
to think he had been fo abominably impofed on, 
fo cunningly robb’d, and fo unaccountably made a 
Cuckold. 

Leave we the Reflections that may be made on this 
Story to thofc who perufe thefe Sheets : Let it fuf- 
fice to fay, that the Fafls are very uncommon ; and 
therefore liable to be varioufly conftrued. But proceed 
we to fome other Tranfaftions of the dexterous Man 
wc are treating of. 

Chambers having had a pretty long Merry-Making, 
as he called it, about Huntington , and the adjacent 
Country, 'bought he could not do better, than to 
remove into fome other Place. Accordingly, St . Al- 
bans was the Town he had a Longing for ; the Ma- 
iler’s Wife of the Grayhound-Inn there, had infpired 
him fome few Month's before, with a great Deal of 
Love j and in fpite of himfelf, he found he was not 
able to conquer his Paflion, 'till he had enjoy’d her. 
*Tis true indeed this Dame had an extraordinary 
Beauty in her Face, nor were the Charms of her Con- 
verfation lefs engaging, which made Abundance of 
Gentlemen call or lodge there, purely to have a Sight 
of her, or, what was more agreeable, to converfe 
with her. The Hufband was a meer Bacchanalian , 
devoted to his Glafs and Bottle, and in every Com- 
pany muft unavoidably make a Party with them ; du- 
ring which. Madam found Opportunities to difplay 
herfelf to Advantage, which the Guefts admiring, (he 
conftantly improved. Now it happened that Cham- 
bers alighted one Night at this Inn, in a very wretch- 
ed Condition, having been encounter’d on the Road 
by a Perfon of his own Vocation, and unhappily be- 
ing unfaddled, and thrown in the Road, had received 
all the Dirt and Mud about him by that Means. At 
his firft Appearance the other Gentlemen that lodged 
there that Night, feemed to be forry for him, and 
every one through an A£t of Humanity, frankly 
lent him fome of their own Apparel to wear ’till he . 
went to Bed, and his own were cleaned and dry. 
To requite thefe extraordinary Favours, Chambers 
ddlres the Gentlemen, who were about fix in Num- 
ber, to bear him Company at Supper, and partake of 
fuch Things as he had ordered to be provided for 
him, faying, Half a Dozen Bottles of Wine were at 
their Service ; and you , Landlord and Landlady , / 
beg may make two of the Company. In (hort, all ad- 
mired the Gentleman's Gencrofity ; but the Land* 


lady, though Chambers had frequently been at her 
Houle before, thought him an entire Stranger, and 
handfomely accepted the Proffer. Supper being 
ready, our Guefts with tl»e haudfome Lame at the 
Top of the Table, and Chambers next to her, fat 
down : Every Tiling was conducted with great Re- 
gularity, and every one were fatiTy’d extremely with 
each other’s Company ; but Chambers carried the I 
Prize in the Eyes of the Landlady, who, alter Supper, 
diverted the Company with 1'evcral humorous Song;* 
and merry Catches, admirably adapted to the Ocea- 
fion. The Glafles moved briikly about, and to be 
fure, Chambers made Madam drink very plentifully, j 
’Twas now about one in the Morning, and all, ex- 
cept Chambers and the Landlord, were laid fall, (not 
even excluding the Miftrefs of the Houfe) which mndt 
Chambers think he had a fine Opportunity to put his 
Schemes in Practice; fo, Deiiring our Landlord cc 
call his Servants to help the reft to Bed, (for he to!c i 
him, it was much better to carry them there, than fe< 
them where they were) two or three lufty Fellow 
were called in, who taking them up, one after ano 
ther, Chambers pretended to afAft-them, but was fc 
dexterous in the Interim , to fecure their Watche 
and Money ; after which, telling the Landlord h< 
would fmokc one Pipe more, and drink a ferious Bot 
tie with him. They fat down together again ? bu 
neither one, nor two Bottles exculed them, thougl 1 
Chambers all the while drank but little, letting tii 
Bacchanalian Landlord take his juft Dofe, which h 
had the Satisfaction to fee com pleated, Silenus i 
now laid along two Chairs, and Chambers improYt 
the Opportunity to fee the Linings of his Pockets 
wherein he found great Spoil ; but took only a thir 
Share to himfelf, to avoid being fufpe&ed of havin; 
robbed him, if any of his Servants fhould have fearche 
for his Money, to have kept it for him till the Morr 
ing. Jn fine, every Thing concurred to complet 
Chambers' s Wilhes : He went himfelf civilly to Bee 
and carneftly defired the Servants of the Houfe t 
have a Uriel Care of their Mafter ; nay, he cam 
down Stairs again, and would not go back, ’till b 
had feen the true Son of Bacchus laid by his handfom^ ^ 
Wife; whereby he had Means of obferving thl tU( 
Situation of the Room, and every Thing bt 
fides. 

All the Houfe being now in profound Reft, excej 
Chambers , who could not fleep for the Succefs thr htl 
had attended him, after having been about Half a 
Hour, or fome thing more in Bed, rifes up in his Shin 
and opening his Chamber-Door very foftly, which \vz 
againft that of his Landlord’s Room, which was opec 
he fteps in, and gets at the farther Side of the Be 
where Madam lay. Scarce was he enter’d, but roll 
ing over to him, (not knowing but it was her bclove 
Silenus,) (he grafped her Arms about his Waite, 
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began to cards him in a very obliging Manner. Th) 


u 
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was what Chambers came about : He fatisfied his o\v 
Inclinations, and probably that of the Dame for thn 
Time ; for he role up immediately after, and wer 
to his own Bed, leaving her calmly repoied, juft lik 
a Child fet to Sleep by giving it the Eubby. Th 
Clock now f rikes four, and die Sun invites our Ad 
venturer to be ftirring : He rifes, puts on a Suit c 
Cloaths, all embroider’d, of a Gentleman’s that la 
in the next Room ; and being ready to mount, cal 
the Holder for his Horfe, who ignorantly brings th 
right Owner’s, and delivers it to Chambers . H 
mounts, leaves a Couple of Guineas to anfwer hi 
Expences, and Half a Crown for himfelf, telling hir 
at his Departure, That if any Thing Jhould be wanting 
he would fatisfy his Mafier , who was his intimai 
Acquaintance , the next Time he came that Way ; an 
having fo faid, rode off dire&ly : But Chambers , hav 
ing rode not above three or four Miles out of Towr 
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1 was agreeably fur priz’d at feeing fome Guineas 'tum- 
^le out of tiie Lining of the Saddle, bv the vio- 
ent Agitation of his Gallopping : He difmounts, 

• opens tne Linings farther with his Knife, and finds 
j o his Satisfaction two hundred Guineas ; for which 

f le pours a thoufand BleiTu’.gs on his luccclsful £x- 

* :Inngc, prays heartily that his Landlord may have 
lis Houle dignified with ail Heir of his getting, and 
hen rides direftiy to London. 

Chambers being now in Town again, refclves not 

0 let his Time be mifpent : To which End, he 
taunts all the Publick Places of Refort, in order to find 
iut his Prey : One Day, being very well dreit, he 
;oes to the Exchange , and mixes w.th fome Italian 
/lerchants, and after fome little Converfation, which 
an on Trade and Shipping, calls one of them ande, 
/ho was a very comely and gr.tic Perfon : With him 
e feems to be in a clofe and eager Dialogue, the 
Merchant all the while nodding and biting hi- thumb, 
dean Time one of Chamber s'* Confederate^ comes 
p and begins to difeourfe tlie Merchant much after 
le fame Way as he himfelf had done : Upon which 
'bambers fays. Sir, I perceive you have no Lid jig to 
y Proportion, but pofibly you may nt meet -with fucb 

nother Bargain as mine , I mean as to Profit- 

r o liking, anivver’d the Merchant, Yes, Yes, Sir, Pd 
r liens e chap with you as the be ft Man a Hue, fo I 
id but my Advantage in it. Upon this tne iVIer- 
lant fpoke a few Words to Chambers' $ Confederate, 
id then calling Arthur to him, faid, Here's another 
entleman has a Bargain much like yours to difpofe 

if you can join together , nve'll throw the Commo- 

ties together, and ?nake but OJie Lot of them. 

(rrecd, replied Chambers, who without any farther 
cremony, as the Merchant itood clofe to ids Con- 
derate, div’d nimbly into his Pockets, and drew 
ereout a Purfe of Gold, and his Gold Watch, and 
iperceivably convey’d them to Ids Confederate, 
it this Spoil not fatisfying the avaricious r l emper of 
ir Adventurer, who, feeing a very good Hmdker- 
.ief hanging out of the Merchant's Coat-Pocket, 
aps at it, but unluckily for his firil Prize. The 
erchant, it feems, caught him in the Aft ; and, 
iz’d him by the Collar, called out. Thief, Thief 
hich Words railing Abundance of Perfons then on 
e Walks, about them, every one were defirous to 
tow the Bottom of the Matter. The Merchant was 
r having our Adventurer before a M .giihvte ; and 
•, on his Part flrenuoufiy denied the baft (for by 
is Time the Purfe and Watch w ere found gone) and 
en threaten’d the injur’d Tivdefnun to punifli him 
r defaming liis Character among the only Perfons 
the World he got his Living by. During this Con- 
ation, the Confederate, who h. d received the Purfe 
d W r atch from Chambers , was marched to the 
irter at the Gate, to get Proclamation to be made 

1 the Exchange , That if ay Perion had lof a Purfe 
ith Gold in it, and a Gold Watu>, on giving the true „ 
T arhs, he might have it ay- In: Thefe Words reach - 
g the Merchant’s Ears, nt*, gLd of the Opportuni- 

of regaining his loft Thing-, lets go Chambers, 
Irh a tnouiaiid Excufes fir his Rudcnefs and i\.fh 
ccufitions, and goes direftiy to the Crier ; but both 
hambers and his Conledciate procured Means of 

S ipping away in the mean Time. 

T his Diiappointment bur the more fhnrpcned the 
r it and Cunning of our Adventurer, who was re- 
ived to ufe his Talents (as he called them) to a 
f Inch better Purpofe than his hit Endeavour had pro-- 
k tced. To this End he takes a firlt Floor of a Houfe 
S Soho -Square. and conn.ifts with the Landlord to 
1 v fourteen Shillings a Week for the fame. For a 
* tiile a good Harmony and Underilanding was be- 

( ceii Chambers and the Gentleman of the Houfe, 


who took him for a Man of Fortune, as his Drefs 
and Expences might have very well argued him. One 
Evening as they were at Supper, I mean the Fa- 
mily of the Houfe, our Adventurer came in feeming- 
ly in a vail Uncafineis, which made the good Folks 
importune him ro let them know what it was that diU 
turbed him. I have fo much Friendjhip for yon, Mr. 
YVooJville, fhid the Landlord, (for you mull know 
this was the Name he had given himfelf,) that if / 
can be of any real Service to you, 'tis but opening 
your Mind to tne, and you may depend tofndme both 

your Coxnfellor and Benefador. -Chambers' 

pleafed with the Landlord’s frank Kindnefc, made 
no further Doubt to unravel the great Myllery he 
had at his Heart, and thus began : *Tis with a thou - 
/and Struggles of Soul, that I find myfc If obliged to 
A \cak ; Landlord, I am very fcjfihle of the Obliga- 
tions I already o vc you, a?id that Thought makes me 
decline being any further burthenfome to y >u ; you mu ft 
know then, that having been at Hampltead this Af- 
tej noon, where 1 frequently u fed to goto divert my - 
fefi with an nfi eel i o?i at e Brother of mine , I (was 
there a mournful 'Sped ator of his Death . 'Tis too 
much for me (here he pretended to weep) to ac- 
quaint you with every fad Particular about the Strug- 
gles he had before his. Soul departed out of bis Body ; 
let it /office ta fay, that he has left me Heir to his 
ft but his Lije would have been of greater 
l alue tome) and in bis Will appointed me to inter 
him in the Cloifters in Weiiminfter-Abby. Now, 
Landlord \ the Favour I have to defire of you is, for 
Convenience of his Funeral, to have his Body brought 
here, and carried hence to the Grave. Thefe Tail- 
Words Chambers pronounced with a deep Groan, 
w'hich made the Landlord, and all the Family com- 
puffionnte him ; they told him any tiling they had was 
at his Service, and the Landlord 'left him at his own 
Liberty to bring the Corps, and chufe what Room 
ever he pleafed' to place it in. He thanked him 
for nis Civility, and told him he would certainly re- 
pay it very lhortly, in a Way he Ihould be very 
ienlible ot. Wnich indeed, he was as good as his 
V/ord to perform. Chambers accordingly went out 
thc^ next Morning, leaving Orders that the Herfe 
with the Corps would be with them about Six in the 
Evening. And true he was to his Word. Forjult 
upon Six o’Clock a llately Herfe with Six Horfes 
arrived at the Door ; and A'Jen fuborn'd to this End 
took thereout a beautiful Coffin with fine Hinges 
and Nails, wherein our Adventurer had put himfelf, 
there being private Holes in the Sides for Refpira- 
tion. The Counterfeit Load was flraightway born 
up one Pair of Stairs, and placed on a Table in the 
Dining-Room, where the Landlord, to grace the de- 
ceaied Brother of his Lodger, had fet out a very fine 
and rich Side-Board of Plate, befidds other Valua- 
bles. You mult know Chambers was laid in the Cof- 
fin in his Cloaths, and a Winding-Sheet -wrapt round 
him, and one ot his Confederates had taken Care' 
to draw the Screws. All this Time our Adventur- 
er was milling, which made the Landlord ask the * 
bellows where he was, who faid, he htuh bid thenY' 
acquaint him, that having a Multitude of Things * 
to dilpatch about the Funeral, ’twas probable he' 
might not come Home that Night, but fhould be 
obliged to ilay £ with a Friend of his in the Strand, * 
The Landlord took, the Excufe for granted, the 
Herfe and Men departed, and the Family of the 
Houfe, excepting the Maid, at their ufual Hour, 
went to Bed, leaving Chambers to‘ rife out 'of his 
filent Manfion of Death, and perpetrate his villain- 
ous Dcfign. Accordingly, he gets out with his 
Winding-Sheet about him, and going down Stairs, 
phees himfeli in a Chair over-agamft where the Maid 
R was 
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was fitting, who, hereby frighted at the Apparition, 
as fhe thought, fcreamed out, a Ghoji, a Gbofi , and, 
without fpeaking another Word, ran as fail as could 
up into her Matter's Chamber, and told him and 
his Wife the Stoiy. A Gbofi , fays the Matter, phob ? 
you Fool , there's no fucb Thing in Nature ; you have 
been afieep, Woman, and waking fuddenly, have fanci- 
ed you faw a Thing there never was. Scarce were 
thefe Words out of the Mouth of the Landlord, 
but in fteps, with a folemn Tread, our Adventurer 
Chambers in his Winding-Sheet, and prefenting him- 
felf and his Face, which was covered over with Flour, 
full to the Maid, the Landlord, and his Wife, fets 
himfelf down in a Chair in the Room, where he con- 
tinued full Half an Hour, putting the three Perfons 
above into the greatett Fannie in the World all the 
Time. After which the imaginary Ghoft ttalks down 
Stairs, opens the Door to fix of his Accomplices, 
who, while, their Director Chambers raps the Doors 
too and fro to drown the Noife of more Perfons 
being in the Houfe than himfelf, ttrip the Dining- 
Room of all the Plate and other rich Furniture 
therein, and then making a general Search through- 
out the other Chambers and the Kitchen below, 
rifle and carry off every Thing of Value to the A- 
mount of fix Hundred Pounds. All this while the 
Family, believing a Spirit was actually in their Houfe, 
and making the horrid Noife they heard, kept clofe 
hid under the Bed-Cloaths, but the Dawn of Day 
foon appearing, their Fears began to abate ; where- 
upon the Maid gets up, and has the Courage to go 
down and fee the Confequences of the late Buttle. 
She finds all her Pots, and her Pans removed effec- 
tually off out of the Way, and a dreadful Havock 
made among the Pewter, which, to the very latt 
Plate was all vanittied. She battens to her Matter, 
who was ttill in Bed ; acquaints him with the Spi- 
rit’s having robb’d the Houfe, and tells him, that 
fhe can't in Confcicnce live with him any longer, 
fmcc a bad and thieving Ghott vifited his Family, 
which proved that his Houfe was neither a good one, 
nor the Perfons that compofcd his Family fit to be 
be lived with. Hereat the Landlord could not for- 
bear burtting out into an extream Laughter $ Why, 
thou filly Jade, can it be fuppofed, that Ghotts, or 
Spirits, who have neither Flefh, Blood, or Bones, 

. can rob ; phoh ! banifh thy foolifh Conceits, and 
let me come and fee what has been a working all 
this Night. The Maid difpleas’d with her Matter’s 
Words, goes down Stairs, and finding fome of her 
Fellow-Servants and Neighbours about the Door, 
tells them what fhe had feen, whereat all feem’d 
attonifh’d, and fay, They fhonld not dare to ftir an 
Inch out of their Houfcs in the Night, if the Cafe 
was fo as fhe related it. Mean Time the Land- 
lord had roufed his indolent Body from his Bed, 
and made a ttridl Search in thofe Places where he 
thought the mott valuable Part eff his Moveables lay, 
which he found entirely convey’d away ; but com- 
ing into the Dining-Room, and ieeing the Plate gone, 
and an empty Shell of a Coffin, he, too late is made 
fenfible of the Impofition, which we’ll leave him 
to mourn, or banifh the Thoughts of, jutt as he 
pleafes, and proceed to fomething elfe. 

Chambers being an extream Lover of a Woman, 
Iiad made Choice of a fingular Beauty, to whom he 
was in every Thing devoted except in the Cafe of 
his Secrets, and the Robberies he committed, which 
(if it may make to his Reputation) he would ne- 
ver entrutt to any Female, which he juttly knew to 
fce too capricious and changeable to hold always in 
one Mind. Once as this Beloved and he were in Bed 
together, entirely refigned up to mutual Endearments, 
and the Pleafures of Love, fhe, with a Languifhing 
Air, as fhe twined about his Neck, addjeft him thus ; 


s 


Dear Chambers (fays fhe) if l have proved fences 
to you, or you have had any Ajfeftion for me, wl 
may not I partake of your Secrets, fence all I knon 
in the World, is revealed to you? It muft certain, 
argue extraordinary Diffidence of me in you , to i 
thus deprived of a Priviledge «ihich every Womo 
ought to enjoy who can Jay fhe has cohabited with 
Man for fome Tears. Had you put me to the Tru 
once, and found me tranfgejjing the Secret you he 
thought fit to impofe on me, then you had had Plea fuff 
cient to have thought me an empty Perfon , unfit to hot 
anything committed tome: But fence nothing of th 
Nature has been put to my Experiment , nor you ban. 
any Ground to fay I am a Betrayer of Secrets , i) 
dulgeme, my dear Chambers, fofar as to put me, 
the Trial, which if l happen to fail in, then ?ny Vert 
city for ever Jhall be renounced, and you be at L 
berty to snake your Breaft the folc Clofe t for your A 
tions. This was a grave Harangue, indeed, to Chat, 
hers, who was fo far from him having the lea 
Notion of hearing fuch a Difcourfe that he had fu 
ly refolved within himfelf to devote that Night 
Love ; but he found his Humour croil, and the W< 
man he loved bett in the World in his Way, u 
alterable in her Requett till, wearied with her co 
tinual Intreaties, he told her he would fome Tin 
or other that Month, comply with her Dclires ai 
put her to the Tell. After this No&urnal Conft 
rence, feveral Days pall without a Word made 1 
Madam of being tried to keep a Secret. Chambt 
put divers Conttrmflions on her Silence ; fometim 
he imputed it to her Want of hearing him fpcakt 
about it fometimes to a Sullennefs in her f 
being refufed fo long to partake of his. Mind ; bi 
as he was too much acquainted with her condefcen 
ing Temper, to think Moroienefs had any Alcenda 
over her Mind, be could not find her guilty in tl 
Refpeft. In Ihort fuppofing the whole Affair entii 
ly blotted out of her Mind (for he had ilrove toe 
vert her with other Amufements) early one Mornii 
as he was in Bed he feigns himfelf prodigious i 
which put Madam into much Concern, who as! 
him what he ail'd. — Ail'd — fay he, Why, Peggy, o 
of the snofe wonderful and yet terrible Things has b ( 
fallen me in the World? if you betray me now 1 & | 
an undone Man for ever, for it is a Circumfiance I ca L 
not keep frosnyou. — Oh ! — What— ~ Another Good Loro \ 
Good Lord help me.— What is the Matter, Love? Ct 
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I be of Service to you ? Where is it you are pained 
Let me fee ; Oh Laird f What a Couple of Egg. 

furely they cannot be Eggs. Eggs as fure as y 

are a Woman , and I have jttft jwvj laid them. 

Oh! for Heaven s fake do not fay a Syllable abo 

them. hot a 11 or d fo t all the World, my Dea 

• But pray, can I trufi you ? Ah f I cannot b 

trttft you, now you have feen them Trujl m 

Chambers ! fay you. Oh / ?ny Dear, I would n 
jalfify myfelf in this Point for ten tboitfand Crows! 
Here the Difcourie ended. Chambers pr< 






bi 
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tends to keep his Bed two or three Days, and Mi 
dam, that very Day in the Afternoon, being invite 1 
to drink a Ditti of Tea with a Neighbour’s Wifi 
amidtt their Cups, tells the whole fecret, and mak< 
the Number of the Eggs four; the Neighbot x 
fome Time afterwards augments them to Eight, an t 
a third Perfon to twenty : Infhort the Moment Chasmj^ 
bets appeared out of Doors he heard it whifper’d, : 
he went along the Streets, There goes the Man the t 
laid an hundred Eggs . He curfes Womankind fc 
their Folly, and determined never more to reveal 
Secret to them, becaufehe has found no Trial, th: 
they are a Vcflcl with a leaky Bottom, that lets a 
the Water gut. 
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Cbambers\iM\ng tried this Experiment upon his pre- 
I tended Wife, took a final] Journey into the Country; 
; ;jid coming into an open Road, met with a Couple 
", of Men driving a Pair of fat Oxen: He had an im- 
mediate Longing for the Cattle, and fo to improve a 
' Scheme he had in his Head as to obtain them, he put 
the following conceit in Practice. Having a Cord in 
his Pocket, he put over the Foot-Path in the Fields, 
and by that means got about half a Mile before the 
Countrymen. There was a tall Alh-Trce, into which 
Chambers having climbed, he put the Cord about his 
Neck, and fo entangled himfelf among the Boughs, 
that to the Eye below he feemed as if he had been 
really hanging. ’Twas not long before the Drivers 
came up, who feeing our Adventurer in this Condi- 
tion, put various Conftruftions upon the Difinal Aft 
as rhey thought it. One alledgcd, that it could be 
nothing elfe but Love that had induced him to fo def- 
oerate an Aftion, while the other imputed this Piece 
)f ralh Conduct in Chambers, to Lodes and Misfor- 
tunes in the World, conceiving that he had been fome 
Fradefnian. In fhort, the nrft who fpoke about it, 
md the trueft Notions of the Matter, for Chambers 
lid it purely for Love ; but it was for Love of the 
Oxen, which the Countrymen were driving. By this 
Time the Fellows were got at fome Diltance from 
Chambers, who defending immediately from the 
Tree, made the belt Way he could over another Foot- 
/ load, leading over the Meadows, and came again 
■ ito the Highway. He mounts another Tree, and 
: uts himfelf into the very fame Polture as before. 
v The Countrymen came up, fee, and admire this 
range Sight, and begin to have fears within themfelves 

* bout it. At firll they look narrowly, in order to 

* now whether it is the fame Man or no, they had left 
u ehind them ; they perceive the fame Cloaths, and 

ae of them concludes, it mull be the fame Man : 
[ereupon a kind of Argument began between them ; 
ae aflerting it was a different Man, the other infill- 
ig it was the fame. How can that be , anfwer’d the 
rib, that a Man can be hanging in two different P la- 
's at otic Time ? I cannot dive into the Reafon of that t 
x r indeed it is above my Underfta tiding . At this the 
:her tells him, *Tis to no Purpofe to make more 
fords : for y twas the fame Man he was fure ; and y 
) confirm his Belief, would lay him a H ager of a 

* hilling , and they two floould go hack to the fir]} Place 
\ x td fee. Hereupon both, to decide this important 
Aagcr, haften back to fatisfy themfelves ; but, corn- 
'd g to the Place where they thought to have found 

hatnbers hanging, found nothing at all but the 
“ ,‘rce. Mean while our Adventurer was got down 
^ om his fecond Hanging Place, to the Countrymen’s 
D xen, which he drove to a Town in his Way to 

* xeter , where a fair happened to be at that Time, and 

Id them, and with the Money came up triumphantly 
• London . . > 

Chambers, during a few Years, committed Aftions 
1 e moll daring and artful that were ever known, we 
all bring him to a Period, after two more of his Ad- 
w -ntures, which lhall conclude our Account of him.— 
flhe firil proceeds thus: Happening to be amongfl 
,me of his Companions, and very Hungry; but hav- 
g little or no Money amongll them, they went to- 
ther, with what they had, to an Alehoufe by Clare- 
r urht t and our Adventurer immediately borrowed 


of the Landlord a blue Apron, which tying about 
him, he went into the Market, and cheapen’d a Pig 
of a Woman ; fome little difference as to the Price, 
making the Bargain longer than ordinary, Chambers , 
whole Stomach was pretty fharp, at lull took the Pig, 
and left the Price of it in the Woman’s Hands, witna 
Power of bringing it back, if the Company, as he 
pretended, did not like it. Away he returns to his 
Companions, who, in Concert with him, took the 
Pig out of the Cloath, and put a dead Dog into its 
Room, which Chambers pins up in the Cloath, and 
carries it back to the Woman, telling her his Com- 
pany did not like it : Whereupon he received his Mo- 
ney back again. Some little Time after, another 
Chapman comes to the Woman’s Stall, and cheapens 
the fuppofed Pig, who tells him, 'Tis one of the whi- 
te]} in the World, and one that Jhe can very well put 
into his Hands . Hereupon flic begins to unpin the 
Cloath ; but coming to open it, finds, both to her 
Afronifhment and Lofs, a Dog. The Artifice is foon 
blown over the Market, and the People put into an 
extraordinary Laughter ; fo that between Jeers and 
Jokes, and what between Lofs and Difappointmcnt, 
the Market-Woman is forced to pack up her All for 
that Evening, go home, and comfort herfelf in the 
bell Manner fhe is able. 

The laft Story of him is this : Being at Brtfiol juft 
before the Fair there, he hired himfelf as a Clicker to 
a Shoemaker, though no Ways skilled in die Bunnefs ; 
but contrafted with his Mailer not to enter upon ac- 
tual Imployment ’till that Day Se’ennight. Howe- 
ver, he continued at the Door of the Shop, in order 
to let the reft of the Trade know he belonged to 
them. Chambers , who was perpetually forming fome 
Stratagem or other, to procure him either Goods, or 
Ready-Money, bethought him of an Expedient that 
would turn the Shoe-maker’s Boots to his Advantage. 
Accordingly, he goes to a Neighbour of the Trade, 
and tells him. That a Gentleman was at his MafteHs 
Shop, who wanted a Pair of Boots of the Eighth 
Size , and that he Jhould be obliged to him to let him 
have one Boot for the Perfon to try on. The Shoe- 
maker, not diflrufting the Honelly of our Adventurer, 
gives him a Boot of that Size, hoping to have it foon 
returned, if the Gentleman did not like it, or it did 
not fit him. Chambers immediately improves his 
Scheme, goes to all the reft of the Shoemakers, with 
the fame Tale in his Mouth, and procures from each 
a fingle Boot of the Size with the firft ; when, on 
Computation, he had made himfelf Mailer of forty 
fmgle Boots, which he pack’d off to a Cuftomer for a 
Sum of Money fomething lefs than the real Worth of 
them. By this Time the feveral Mailers wondered 
why their Boots were not returned, and confequently 
fent their Men to know the Reafon ; but Chambers'* s 
Mailer having loft his Man, in the Interim, and tel- 
ling them. He knew nothing of the Affair , nor any 
Boots borrowed, every one became fenfible of their 
Miftake, and found it too late to reftify the Cheat 5 
for our Adventurer had moved his Quarters, and lefc 
his Mailer and the reft to admire his Dexterity and 
Contrivance. 

Here we conclude the Scene of this Man’s Life, 
who, after a Series of unaccountable and very fur- 
prizing Robberies and Aftions, received a juft 
compete for his ill-fpent Life at Tyburn* 
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The LIFE 0 / Sir GOSSELIN DENVILLE. 


W E have ranked Chambers between two 
Knights, not to give him any Preference 
by iuch a Pofition, but only to puriue a 
mixt Account, as we have apologiz’d for in the Be- 
ginning of his Memoirs. . The Gentleman we are go- 
ing to give an Account of, was defeended of very 
honourable Parents at Northallerton , a Market Town 
in the North-Riding of Tork/hire. The Family was 
very ancient, and came into England with William 
the Conqueror, who aBign’d ’em Lands for the Servi- 
ces done him in the North of England, where they 
lived in great EBeem, and the Succefl'ors after 
them, for feveral Ages, till the Time of Sir Gaf- 
fe lin. 

The Father of this Gentleman being a pious and 
devout Man, fent his Son to Peter-Col ledge in Cam- 
bridge, where, for fome Time, he profccuted his Stu- 
dies with great Warmth ; and, to outward Appear- 
ance, gave Signs of making a fine Man. This gave 
the ancient Father extreme Joy, who began to think 
of placing his Soil in the Priefthood ; but itfeems Gof- 
felin fat at his Books purely to ainufc his Father, and 
to gain fome Advantage he had in View by it. It 
was found out afterwards that a religious Life, as his 
Father had deiign’d for him, was not the Thing he 
reiifned ; bat that the Profecution of Amours and 
Love Intriegues, had the greatefi Afcendant over his 
Mind : nay, he began now to difplay his natural P10- 
penfity to a luxurious and profligate Life. 

Thcfe Steps creating great Difcontent in the Breafl 
of the Father, he took the violent Courfes of his Son 
fo much to Heart, that ’twas not long before he died 
leaving our Gentleman in full PofTeflion both of the 
Dignity of the Family, and his EBute, valued at 
twelve hundred Pounds per Annum, a conliderable 
Fortune in thofe Days. Thus our Gentleman be- 
comes a Knight, rolls in a plentiful Fortune, and 
gives a Loofe, more extravagant than ever, to his ill 
Courfes. He affociates a Brother of his, named Ro- 
bert, with him, and they two together, by their Pro- 
fulenefs, loon made an End of the EBate. 

Being now out of the Reach of maintaining them- 
felves as ufual, and finding the Poverty pf their Cir- 
cumBances Bill encreafing upon them, they perceived 
there was no no other Way of fupporting thcmfelvcs, 
than by raifing Contributions on the Highway. To 
this End, being Men of extraordinary Valour and 
Courage, they eq'uipi themfelves out for a daring 
Enterprize, which was to rob two Cardinals, fent into 
this Kingdom by the Pope, to mediate a Peace be* 
tween England and Scotland, and terminate the Dif- 
ferences then on Foot, between Edward II. and the 
Earl of Lancajler . 

One Middleton and Selby , two Fobbers of thefe 
Times, liaving heard of Denville’s Defign, came and 
join’d him with all the Forces under their Command, 
which were no inconfiderable Number. In fhort, the 
Cardinals were robbed, and a very large Booty taken 
from them, which put our Bravo into a tolerable 
Way of SubfiBcnce for feme Time ; but there hap- 


pening fome Difference between Middleton and him, 
with regard to the fharing of this Booty, the former 
left the ABociation, and went fome Time on the 
Road by himfelf ; but being foon apprehended, was 
brought up to London, and there executed. 

All this while. Sir Goijclin purfued his illegal Prac- 
tices ; the Valour of his Arm, and the continual Preys 
he and his Men made on all Travellers, put the whole 
Country into a terrible Fannie ; for there was no 
fuch Thing as travelling with any Safety ; and the 
great Number of Perfons, of whom his Gang was 
compofed, plainly ftiewed, that they defied the Laws, 
and every Thing elfe. What they could not obtain 
on the Highway, they fought for in Houfes, MonaBe- 
ries, Churches, and Nunneries, which were rifled 
without any Diilin&ion ; and the moB valuable ano 
facred Things carried off. The Men under Sir Go f- 
felin's Conduft led a moB licencious Life ; and, like 
their MaBer, committed the worB of Villainies am 
Barbarities. Perfons were murdered in their Houfe:. 
when their Goods might have been taken withou 
ufmg Bloodftied : So that killing and doing Havock 
rather looked like Sport or Pafiimc with theic Dcipc 
radoes. Our Countryman Tom. Shadwcll fcccms t( 
point at our Knight, in his Play, called the Libert hie 
nay, to have founded the main Plot of that Piece upoj 31 
his barbarous and licencious Concluft. They wh< J 
have a Mind to be further informed in this Particular 1 
may, by perufing that Dramatic Performance, fc 1 
how near the whole Conduct of the Libertin \ 
Squares with that of the Perfon we are fpcak \ 
ing of. 

A while after our Knight and his Affociates march 
ing on the Road between Marlow in Buchinghamjhirt 
and Henley upon Thames, met with a Dominica 
Monk, named Andrew Symfcn, \\ ho not only was ofc 
liged to deliver what little Gold he had, to their 
but alfo to Climb into a Tree, and preach them a Ser 
inon, which he did witli a great Deal of Judgmer 
and good Seme, though pronounced Extempore . 

T j 1 is Sermon being at this very Time iccorded i | 
the Bodleian Library, as a Piece containing foun * 
Divinity, and a great Deal of Wit, we (hall make n 
Apology to out Readers for inferting it, but give P 
an immediate Pk.ce here. Mr. Sympfon having gc 
into the Tree, chofe for his 7 ext the followin 
Words : 

L U K E, Chap. x. Vcr. 30. fl 

A certain Man went down from jerufalem to Jcrkh<j 1 
ami jell among Thieves, which jtript him of h 
Rayment, and wounded him , and departed, ieavih 
him half dead. 

k U R BleBed Saviour himfelf pronounce 
thefe Words to a Lawyerby Way ofParabl 
who can c with a View to tempt him, by puttii 
this QueBLn to him, Majler , What Jhall Ido 
inha it denial Life? Luke 10. 30. The Law) 1 
is taught by our Lord in the Context both befoj | 

“ at 


Pyrates, Highwaymen , Murderers, <3Cc. 
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“ and after thefe Words, on which I lay the Foun- 
“ dation of iny enduing Difcourfe ; That, in order 
iC to obtain Life Eternal, he was to elleem every 
“ Man his Neighbour, that flood in need of his A f- 
“ fUtance ; after which, the good Sa?nantan is intro- 
44 duced to fhew the Love to one’s Neighbour ; for 
“ this Perfon, though a Pried and Levite, had be- 
*< fore pall by this poor Man fpoken of in my Text,' 
44 who was fallen among Thieves, had Companion 
44 on him, went and bound up his Wounds, placed 
44 him on his own Breail, carried him to an Inn, and’ 
44 giving Orders to the Hoft to let him have any 
44 Thing he wanted, promifed to defray all Expeiiccs,* 
44 fo the poor Man but recovered. 

44 Having thus explained the Meaning of my Text, 
“ I Bull now go on to a farther Illullraiion of it, 'by 
u Difcourfmg on the three following Heads ; 

!i i. 

I. The Hazard or Danger of taking a Journey j 
IL Who it is that may bring this Danger. 

III. What the Danger ’is, -which is two fold, ei-’ 
ther the Lofs of Goods, or Lofs of Life-; and 
fometimes Lofs ofbotL 


44 Firfb then. I ihall difeou rfe on the firfl of thefe 
Heads, namely, the Hazard or Danger of taking a 
Journey. Now, this is when -a Man leaves rhe 
City to go into the Country ; in the former of 
which a Perfon need not be : much apprehenfive of 
himfelf, becaufe the Numbers of Inhabitants are a 
fufficient Guard to protedl him ; but it is quite 
otherwife in the Country, I mean on the Road; 
where an honeil Man, thro’ the few People .palling 
and repaying, and perhaps through the Obicurity' 
of the Place, is exposed to the Inful ts of fuch aban- 
don’d Wretches, whofe Actions we fhould by no' 
Means imitate or agree with. For the Royal Pfal- 
mill feems to allude to this Doftnne : Vi 'hen thou 
[aw eft a Thief, then thou confcntedjl faith kim\ 
Pfal. i. 18. And I obferve again, that if a Mart* 
but goes a few Miles from his Habitation, he can-' 
not allure himfelf that he Brail return unrobbed ; 
for it feems that the Perfon here fpoken of in the’ 
Evangelical Parable, went bur to Jericho, which* 
was only fix Miles South Ealtward from Jaufalem. 
And what added to the Opportunity of the Thieves 
robbing him, was the Deiart that lay between tiie 
two Places, which the Inhabitants call Quarenteni, 
where great Thieving and egregious Robberies are' 
committed to this Day. 

“ Secondly, Who it is that may bring this Danger. 
They who willfully give themielves over to an in- 
dolent and lazy Life, and to covetous Purfuits, or 
they who abandon themfelves to Drunkennefs, to 
Gaming, or following lewd Women ; for fuch as 
thefe turning Tliieves, through their prodigate 
Life, put honeil Men into great Diforder, and 
commit great Damage upon them. Judas thus 
for Example, coloured over his Adlions, with a 
fpecious Pretence of loving the Pocr, and with pre- 
tending to extraordinary Charity ; when, on the 
contrary, he was neither a charitable Man, nor a 
Lover of the Poor, but a Thief, and a very cove- 
tous Wretch. This was his Ilypocrify ; and one 
of the Evangelifls witnefles thus much. If 'by was 
not this Ointment fold for Three Hundred Pence , 
and given to the Poor? John xii. 5, 6. lean-' 
not but fay, that depriving even a Man of an Ad- 
vantage is a great Injullice, tho’ robbing us of 
Things we hold the moll: conf.derable is much fu- 
perior to this. But where botli Life and Goods 
too are in the Cafe, then ’tis a moll difrnal Con- 
fideration ; for nol v only the Laws of Man, but 
thofe of God likevvife have' made .it a Capital 
Crime to take away any Thing ur.juflly from a 
18 




* * Man, or to detain what of Right belongs to ano- 
“ ther; now this taking away which I am fpeaking 
“ of, is branched out into the three following Dcno- 
44 mi nations ; Firfl, Ample 'I hef:, which means a 
“ private taking away of that which is another Man’s. 
“ Secondly, Rapine, by which Word is implied a 
“ forcible or compuliive Way of taking away of that 
“ which appertains to another Body ’» Right; And 
“ Thirdly, SacrLedge, which imports the taking a^* 
44 way of Things dedicated to holy Ufes, or in facied 
“ Places. Now the Firll and Lall of thifu Kinds, 
“ are, for the Generality put in Execution in the 
“ Night-time, that being the moil convenient Seafon 
44 to accomplilh the Ends deligu’d by them. If { lays 
44 the PrOpnet) Thieves comes to thee , if Robbers by 
44 Bight, now art thou cut off ; *ueould not they have 
“ Jloilen tell they had enough. Ob.id. v. 5. And our 
* 4 Saviour hiiulelf compares his coming on Earth to a 
64 Thief ill the Night. 7 he Day of the Lord fo com- 
“ eth as a Thief in the Night, * I The., v. 2, S,u s 
44 St. Paul. — — Agreeable to which is the following 
44 Paflage of St. John the Divine. Behold I come as a 
44 Thief Revel.- xvi. 15. W hich Words, if they 
44 were paraphialed, import thus muert. Behold I 
4 4 come when vou know nothing of it. Bat the other 
44 Kind of taking away is generally put in force (as 
44 you have now done) in the Daytime, putting Men 
44 and Women into terrible Frights, and vail bodily 
44 Fears. 

44 But I mull beg Leave to acquaint you, Gentlc- 
44 men, by the way, that you arc not the only Thieves 
44 in the World, fora great many others come under* 
“ the Denomination ; fuch as Kings and Princes,* 
44 when they lay unnecdLry Taxes and Excifes upon 
44 their Subje&s ; Subjects when they do not pay the 
44 cuftomary Tribute to their Princes ; Tradefmen, 

44 when they ufe deceitful Weights and Meafures/ 
44 and unjuitly enhance the Trice of Commodities ;* 
44 Mailers, when they defraud Servants of their Wa- 
i4 geo ; and Servants \vhe*n they embezzle the Goods* 
44 of their Mailers : Nay, Apothecaries, and T ay - 
44 lors, when they make unconfcionable Bills; Butcft'* 
44 ers, when they blow their Veil; Millers, for ra- j 
44 king double Toll ; Shoemakers, for llretching their 
44 Leather larger than their Conferences ; Surgeons, 

44 for prolonging a Cure ; Phyficians, for taking away* 
44 the Lives of their Patients ; and Lawyers, lor tak - ■ 
44 ing Bribes on both Sides ; I fay, that all thefe arc* 
44 no better than Thieves, and fuch as they, nor Co- 
44 vetous, nor Drunkards, ncr Revilers, nor Extor- 
44 tioners, Ihall inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor** 
44 vi. 10. No>v wi.at I have already chfervcd brings 
44 me to the following Inferences. Thou fcalt not 
44 ft cal. This is a pontive Precept delivered to us by 
44 the Hand of God himfelf, who has alio declared 
44 his avenging Hand on thofe that infringe it ; yet 
44 this is 10 far -from deterring Mankind from tho 
44 Commifllon of it, that rather than not indulge 
44 your Headkrong Inclinations this Way, you wi.l 
44 cut, hack, maim, wound, tie Hand and rcor, 

44 Neck and Heels together ; you will rob, pilfer, 

44 and plunder any one, fo this vicious Delue is but 
44 ferved. What a melancholy Thing is this, and 
44 ailonilhing ConfiderationS does it prelent to an 
44 honeil and virtuous Mind ! But, lack-a-day, why 
44 fhould I talk at this Rate ; will not Couruers rob 
44 People thac folicit them for Favours ? will not 
44 Judges pervert the Laws and adminifler Jullic^ 

44 partially ? Thefe are Blocking Reflections, and 
44 yet they are no more {hocking than true. I con- 
44 fefs they are hard, but true,. Iuflanees of Injullice 
44 and Thieving. ■ But coniidering the Age we live 
44 in; ’tis.not to be • wondered at ; for if Arts and 
44 Sciences are fuffer’d to augment, much lels is it to 
44 be admired why Vicesand Immorality in all Shapes 
$ 44 increale ; 
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« 4 increafe i Satan being induftrious to plant his 
4 4 Schools of Wickednefs, as much as our beft In- 
44 ftrudtors there’s, of good Learning and Mo- 
44 rality . 

44 Now they who relinquilh the Paths of Virtue, 
44 and will voluntarily purfue the Road of Iniquity 
44 and Thieving, Robbing, and. Plundering, every 
44 one they meet, without any Diftin&ion either of 
44 Sex or Perfon, expofe themielves to r an untimely 
44 Fate, which not only proves a miferable Exit to 
4 4 themfelves, but alfo involves their Families, Friends, 
44 and Relations, in a great Deal of Scandal. And* 
44 fuppofing they who purfue this profligate Courie 
44 of Life, do not meet with the Gallows for their 
44 Reward, yet ten to one, they die no natural 
44 Death, for, ’tis poflible, that one Time or other, 
44 meeting with a Prey, as they imagine, they may 
44 find fome obftinate Refiftance from the Perfon 
44 they attack, as may at lafl over-power them, and* 
44 in the End take away one or other of their Lives ; 
44 then pray what’s the Confequence? Why, being 
44 thus cut off in their Sin, they tumble Head-long 
‘ 4 into Perdition, where endlefs Torments wait for 
44 them. Probably you are difpatched and fent out 
44 of the World fome Years before your appointed 
44 Time, whilfl he that fent you packing out of this* 
44 World, enjoys his Quiet, without being accoun- 
44 table to the Laws of his Country for what he did ; 
44 and befides, we have the Lcvitical Law juftifying 
44 the killing of a Thief. If a Thief be found break - 
* a nd be fait ten that he die, there Jhall no 

<4 Blood be fed for him, Exod. xxii. 2. And indeed 
44 all lioneil Men look nnon Theft with fuch Detefta- 
* 4 tion, that on a TluePs being apprehended, they 
44 are ready to maflacre him, before ne is carried to* 
4< Goal And under ci.e Denomination of Theft we 
44 mayjuftly place Ufury, Bribery, and Cheating in 
44 Gaming. Let us now fuppofe that the Thief may 
44 run on in his Villainous Courfe of Life feveral 
44 Years, without either being taken from his Ro- 
44 guery, or paying his Recompence to the Laws, 
* “ yet what’s this to the Purpofe ? All this Time he 
44 has fomething within him caned Confcience, which 
44 inccflantly tells him of his Ways ; his Mind pre- 
44 fents to irfelf terrifying Ideas ; nor can he purchafe 
, 44 one Night’s found Sleep ; he’s haunted in every 
44 Corner, nor will Confcience fuffer him to be at 
44 reft ; poflibly his pleafing Sins may delude his 
44 Thoughts with Gaiety and Mirth for a while, but 
44 this Scene lafteth not long, before a Vulture gnaw- 
44 eth his Heart, and eternally racks him : For ill 
44 Actions are conftantly attended with Perturbations ; 
44 and the Punilhment that follows is a thoufand 
44 Times worfe than all the Delight fuch A&ions 
44 produced. Ill-acquired Gains are far more detri- 
44 mental than all the Lofles of an adverfe Fortune. 
44 Thefe latter but difturb us once ; the firfl are per- 
44 petuilly teazing us. And indeed that Man can 
44 never think of adding to his Contentment, who 
44 purfues Ways diametrically againlt it, ftill fixing 
44 his Eyes on the Beginning of Things, but has ne- 
44 ver once the Senfe to confider where the End will 
44 reach. 

44 Now, Gentlemen, if you are ignorant in this 
44 Particular, I will make bold to tell you, that the 
44 Beginning of Theft is an Entrance into Prifon, 
44 where your chiefeft Companions are Hunger, 
4f Thirft, Shackles, Bolts, Irons, and Vermin ; and 
44 the End Hanging, unlefs you have the good For* 
44 tune to meet with an Adverfary as favourable as 
44 King Edward the Confeflbr. I will produce the 
44 Inftance for your Informations : It feems this 
44 Prince one Morning lying in Bed with his Curtains 
t4 drawn, faw a poor Courtier come into his Ch&m* 


ber, and, going up dire&Iy to hiS Coffer, take as 
much Money away as he was able to carry, and 
came again, and was fuffered to convey his fecond 
Booty off* without being fpokc to, but King Ed- 
ward finding him advance thither the third Time* 
reproved him for his Covetoufncfs, and, command* 
ed him to begone; for if Hugoline his.Treafurer 
came and caught him in the Fad 4 he would cer- 
tainly have a Rope for his Deierts : Now it feems 
he was fcarce got out of the Chamber, but the 
Treafurer, who had left open the Coffer, came 
and feemed in a vaft Surprize at the Loft, but the 
King bid him not concern himfelf, , for he had 
molt Occafion for the Money, that had taken the 
Opportunity to convey f it away. 

44 Now I fhall infer once more from this Difcourfe, 
Perfons of your Proleflion, let your Lives be never 
fo flagitious and enormous, may probably be of Opi 
nion, that the fame Mercy is laid up in Store for 
you, which the penitent Thief on the Crofs found 
and enjoyed : But let me tell you, and be yot 
aflured, that you are far from it, unlefs you car 
bring yourfelves to repent as he did. , But pra) 
what Man in his Senies would run the Rifque o 
Damnation by fuffering a reproachful Death 
When eurfed is every one that hangeth on a Tret 
Gal. xiii. 21. Nay, he that is hanged is accurie 
of God. Alas ! no Man always fins unpunilhec 
Deut . xxi. 23. Is it not a common Thing for u 
to fee the Son punifh’d for the Vices and profligat 
Life of the Father ? I am very well allured th; 
there are but few Vices of any M gnitude, whic 
are not punifhed in this World. God, let me te 
you, Gentlemen, doth not blefs or punifh all ; 
once, but by Degrees and Warnings. So muc 
Knavery poffefies the World at this i'ime of Da; 
that to be an honeft Man is reputed Vice, and 
many Mutations are hourly obferved, that ’ 
very rare to fee the completed Race of anothe 
Our Lives are too fhort to take exaCt Notice ho 
the moft juft God. difpenfes his Judgments, 
how he ftrikes pernicious Mortals. Some of 
Corrections are perlormed in the D°rk, nor do< 
every notorious Ai l meet wun its jufc Punilhmcn 
notwithlbmding (as I have obferved in the Foreg< 
ing) private Punifhments fometimes give a Man v; 
Uneafinefs within, while Mankind observing on 
the Superficies of Things, fee not how he imaj 
in fecret. 
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44 Having proceeded thus far, I fhall now come ' 
fome few Exhortations, and then dole my D: 

44 courle. I muft take the Freedom to acquaint yo 
44 Gentlemen, that the Sin of Theft is obligator 
44 that is, that you are obliged if you are abl 
44 to rellorc back the Things you iteal, or fore 
44 bly take from another, otherwife, let me u 
44 you, your Sins are not forgiven. I fpeak n< 

44 this for the Sake of myfelff but for the Bene 
44 of your precious Souls ; entertaining fo favcurat|| 
44 an Opinion of you, that I believe you to be gooil 
44 humour’d, generous, tender-hearted GentiemeJI 
44 and fuch who, .without being fpurred on, ha - M 
44 the Senfe to ihew a compaflionate Honefty. j f[ 
44 Things whatfoever you would that Men jhoztld I 
44 unto you , do ye even fo to them: For this is t 
44 Law and the Prophets. Some of you probat I 
44 may objed, and lay, that k is impoflible to ke 
44 the Commandments. I anfwer to this ; that it 
44 becaufe you have no Indination to oblige yot , 
44 felves to the Obfervance of rhem, but are me 
44 willing that God Ihould be thought the Auth { 
44 of Sin, which is exceedingly blafphemous a 
€< wicked. Poflibly too you may endeavour to jul 
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t( fy your iniquitous and fcandalous Lives, by al- 
“ ledging you cannot reilrain yourfelves, liking 
4 ‘ this Evafion much better than acknowledging your 
“ Iniquities; and confefling your Sins in order to 
amend, by engraving the Law of God upon your 
^ Hearts. 

“ It is my fincere Hope that die Words and Doc- 
‘ 4 trine I have already delivered, will have the fame 
“ Influence on you, as the Advice once had on the 
u Thief which the Apoflle St. John gave him, 
44 which reclaimed him from his wicked Courfes.. 
“ The Narrative is hot very long, and for your 
“ Information, I will acquaint you with it. St. 
lt John, as foon as the Tyrant was dead, who had 

* banifh’d him to the Ifle of Patkmos, returning to 
c Ephcfus , and being importuned to vifit the Coun- 
4 tries adjacent, to put the Churches in Order, 

^ ‘ wien he was come into a certain City, and fee- 
ing a young Man of goodly Body, handiome Face, 
and fervent Mind, among the Brethren; he turned 
his Face to him, who was appointed chief over 
all the Bifhops, and faid, I commend this young 
p • 4 Man unto thy Cujlody, with an earnejl Defere 
to take Care of him, as Chrijl and the Church 
bear me WitrJfs. The Bifhop having received his 
Charge, carried the young Man home, and took 
extraordinary Care of him. But it feems that 
this young Convert, in fpite of the Bifhop’s Pre- 
cepts and Admontions, foon abandon’d himfelf 
to lewd and diffolute Courfes, and affociated with 
^ 4 young Men of his Years, who were idle, debauch- 
ed, and acquainted with all Manner of Vice 
and Immorality. The frit Step thefe evil Coun- 
fellors take with their Pupil, is to bring him to 
coftly Entertainments ,* afterwards to deal and pil- 
fer in the Night, and commit a great many o- 
ther Offences. Thus our Convert foon became 
acquainted with all Manner of Wickednefs ; he 
plunges himfelf into a bartomlefs Pit of all Dif- 
order and Outrages, and in the End, defpairs of 
the Saving Grace that cometh of God. He is 
paft all Hopes of Mercy ; and therefore being 
quite regardlefs of the Confequcnces of his irre- 
gular Life, he proceedeth onward in his Impie- 
ties, and takes his Lot in common with the reft 
of his Companions. It feems that a Gang of 
Thieves being gather’d together, lie puts himfelf 
at their Head, and conduits them in the Execu- 
tion of their Enterprizes. His Mind is now entirely 
bent to Robbing, extream Cruelty and Murder. 
A while after this Bifhop, being under fome Ne- 
ceflity, fent for St. John, who having declared 
the Caufe of his fending for him, the Apoftle 
addreffed him in the following Manner : O Bijhop f 
I require the young Man, and the Soul of our Bro- 
4 ther whom I committed to thy Cujlody ► The Bi- 
4 fhop' hearing this, with a dejefted Countenance, 

4 and fobbing and fghing, told him that he was 
dead. Dead , faid St. John ; how ? by what kind 
4 of Death ? The Bifhop replied, he is dead to God ; 

* for he is become a very wicked and pernicious 
4 Wretch ; nay, a Thief keeping this Mountain over- 
4 againfi the Church , in Company with his AJfociates , 

4 St. John immediately rent his Garments, and beat 
4 his Head, faying to the Bifhop, I have left a 
4 wife Keeper of our Brother s Soul ; prepare me a 
4 Horfe , and let me have a Guide. He haften’d out 
4 of the Church, and rode Poft to the Place he in- 
4 tended, but was immediately apprehended by the 
4 thievifh Watch ; yet lie makes no Refiftance, but 
14 exclaims aloud, and fays. Bring me hither your 

Captain , who, in the mean time, as he was arm’d, 

14 faw him coming. As foon as the Captain faw the 
44 Apoftle’s Face, knowing it to be St. John's, he 
he was ftricken with Shame, and ran away. The 
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44 old Man, unmindful of his great Age, purfues 
44 him ftying, and ciies, My Son , v:hy lunnefl thou 
44 away from me thy Father, unaim'd , and old? Be 
44 not any away daunted, as there are Hopes of Sal- 
44 vat ion remaining r I will plead for thee with 
“ Cbriji ; nay , I will expfe ?ny Life to Death for 
44 thee, if there be Occafon, as Cbriji expofed his 
44 for our Redemption ; believe me, that I too will 
44 even hazard my Soul for thee and thin? 4 for Chrijl 
44 fent me. Our Thief hearing this warm Expoftu- 
44 lation, flood fome Time flock ilill, with his Coun- 
44 tenance fix’d on the Ground, trembling like an A- 
44 fpin Leaf, and all the while ihed a Flood of Tears. 
44 He took St. John in his Arms, and, with great E- 
44 motion, embraced him, making him as pertinent 
44 Anfwers as he could for his weeping ; io that to 
44 outward Appearance he look’d as tho’ he had been 
44 baptiz’d again with 7 ears. After St. John had 
44 promis’d and aflured to obtain his Pardon with 
44 our Saviour, and pray’d, and fell on his Knees, 
44 and kilfed his Right Hand, which Repentance had 
44 now purified, he conducted him to the Church a- 
44 gain, where rectifying his late fallen Soul with a- 
f4 bundance of Prayers and Fallings, and confirm- 
44 ing his Mind with feveral excellent Sermons, he 
44 left him fully reftored to the Church, a great Ex- 
44 ample of true Repentance, a brave Trial of a new 
“ Birth unto Righteoufnefs, and a fmgular Pledge of 
44 a vifible Refurre&ipn from mortal Sin. 

44 Wherefore, Gentlemen, if your Inclinations are 
44 to imitate the Example of this great Convert, and 
44 to put on the new Man, by being good Chriftians, 
44 sffociate yourfelves with honefl and good Compa- 
44 ny ; for there is nothing more prejudicial than to 
44 keep that which is bad: Our Fame and our Souls 
44 are utterly ruin’d by it ; we receive Wounds by it 
44 which are incurable and paft Remedy ; bef.des, 
44 confidcr the Difgrace : Was a Man a King, he 
44 would loic hisMajefty and Dignity ,by it ; for pray 
44 tell me, who would pay Obedience to , his Com- 
44 mands or Government, when, in Imitation of Nero, 
44 he fhould wafte his Time at Taverns with the 
44 Lewd and Debauched, play with Minftrels in his 
44 Chariot, and frolick with common Players on the 
44 Stage ? Bad Company may be coippared very juft- 
Ci ly to the new IVimming of a Ship; wherefo- 
44 ever you but touch it, you are all bedaub’d; and 
44 fuppofing you are clean when you go aboard, yet 
44 the lmallefl Motion in the World will foon dilco- 
44 ver the Blotches you have receiv’d. How many 
44 hundreds could I enumerate, who, going to per- 
44 form the laft Scene of an ignominious Death, have 
44 blamed ill Company as the Original of all the 
44 Failings they have made, as though' fome Witch 
44 had enchanted them into their Follies l Bad Com- 
44 pany is an Engine which the Devil always is put- 
44 ting in Play to remove Man from the Purfuit of 
44 virtuous Ways : .Bad Company is the fpirituai 
I 4 Whore, that by fond Dalliances and Arts betrays 
44 a Man into his Beftruttion : Bad Company is 
44 certainly a Dalilah, if there be one under Heaven : 

44 But not to tire you with more of this Nature, 

44 I ihall conclude my Difcourfe with this Admoni- 
44 tion in Scripture, Let him that Jiole, jieal no more . 

This Sermon was vaftly well received by Sir Gof 
felin and his Affociates, who returned the Monk 
their extraordinary Thanks for the excellent Sermon 
he had made ; in fhort, they gave back not only 
the Gold they had taken from him, but making a 
Colle6lion among themfelves, prefented him with a 
Purfe (above his Money) by Sir GoJJ'elin their Spokef- 
man, who, after a few Ceremonies on both Side, 
left the Monk to defeend out of the Tree quietly j 
and £0 Home in Peace, 
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One v*)uld have thought that the Dolor's impar- 
tial Handling of his Subject, and the open Manner 
in which lie expofed Thieving, and the direful Con- 
lequences that waited upon it after this Life, would 
have awaked our Adventurers to a better Senfe of 
themfelves : But, it leems they were too far plung- 
ed ill tutir iniquitous Courfe of Life, to retreat 
back and reform. Which will be proved in the Se- 
quel. Nay, if Accounts be true that are tranfmit- 
ted down to us concerning this Knight and his Con- 
federates, whole Parties of Hoffe and Foot fent out 
to fupprefs their Career, were feveral Times defeated ; 
at which the whole Kingdom was put into fo much 
Terror and Amazement, that none durft take a Jour- 
ney, or appear on the Roads. The King then reign- 
ing having acquainted his Nobles of his Intention to 
make a Progrefs through the North of England , Sir 
Goff din came timely to hear of it, and accordingly 
put himfelf and his whole Gang in Priefts Plabits. 
Now the King being on his Progrefs and near Nor- 
wich, our Adventurers, being a confiderable Num- 
ber, drew up to him in their venerable Habits ; which 
making the King halt to obferve them a little more 
clofely, Sir GoJJelin clofed up with him. The King 
upon this feemed defirous to hear what he had to 
fay, which Sir Goff din obferving, after a low Obeif- 
ance made to his lVIajefty, he told him that lie was 
not come to difeourfe about Religious Matters, but 
Secular Affairs, which was to lend him and his 
needy Brothers what Money he had about him, 
otherwife not all the Indulgences he could obtain from 
the Pope fhould lave him from being expofed to a 
very hard and rigid Penance. The King having but 
about Forty to attend him, found it impoffible to 
get clear of his Adverfary, to fave his Money, but 
was obliged to furrender all, nay, look on while his 
Noblemens Pockets were fearch'd ; after which Sir 
Goffdin and his Aflbciates left them to perform the 
remaining Part of their Progrefs. 

This Attempt upon the King was highly refented ; 
and feveral Proclamations with confiderable Re- 
wards inferred, iffued to apprehend any of the Per- 
fons concerned in this Robbery alive or dead. In 
lefs than Six Months above Sixty were treacheroufly 
taken by - People, in order to obtain the Premium. 
Notwithflanding, this Change of For tune was fo far 
From working any Reformation in our Knight, that 
he and his Brother robbed with greater Boldncfs ; 
fo that thofe Noblemen and Gentlemen, who had 
Seats in the Country, were afraid to refide at them, 
and were obliged to fecure themfelves and their Ef- 
fefts in the fortified Cities and Towns of the King- 
dom. 

The lafl Adventure which we have on Record of 
this Knight was this : Sir Goffelin and the remaining 
Part of his Affociates being in the North of England , 
were determined to fee what the rich Bifhop of Dur- 
ham. could afford them ; accordingly they got into 
his Palace, which they rifled from Top to Bottom 


of all tlie valuable Things in it.; and, not content 
wkn the Spoil they found, bound the Reverend Pre- 
late and his Sen ants Hand and Foot, while they 
went down into the Cellar, dr^nk as much Wine as 
they coaid well digeft, and then let the red run out 
of the BarreL ; uher which they departed, leaving 
the Ecclefiaftick to call upon God to deliver him in 
his N ocelli tics. 

But fortune now weighs down the Scale of our 
Knight’s Iniquities : It feems a Man kept a publick 
Houle in a By-place in Yorkjbire , where Sir Goffe- 
lin frequently went, not lb much .for the Liquors 
there, as for the Beauty of the Woman of the Houfe : 
A freer Acquintance than confided with Decency 
had been kept up very openly loine Time between 
the Knight and the Landlady, which the Husband at 
firlt connived at, through a Notion his dignified Cuf- 
tomer, and the Company lie bj ought to his Houfe, 
would be of confiderable Advantage to his Trade; 
But Sir Goffdin and iiis Wife puriuing their Love 
Intrigues in broad Day-light, to the no fmall Scandal 
of his Family, and he beginning too late to think 
himfelf injured, found no other Refource to repair 
the ill Name thrown upon him by the People in the 
Neighbourhood, than by removing the * Knight out 
of tne Way : To which End he goes to the Sheriff 
of the County, and acquaints him how Sir Goffelin 
might be apprehended with little Difficulty at his 
Houfe, provided he came that Night. The Sheriff 
rejoiced at the Opportunity, but confider’d that the 
Knight and his Affociates were Men of defperate 
Fortunes, vad Courage, and refolved to hazard the 
lad, rather than furrender or be taken ; upon which 
he mufler’d up between five and fix hundred Men in 
Arms, came privately in the Night with them to the 
Houfe, which they vigoroufly attack’d as our Knight 
and his Company were revelling over their Cups. 
Now or never was an important Battle, or rather 
Siege, to be determined. The Perfons within re- 
lolutely defended themfelves for fome Time, and the 
Men in Arms without were not lefs .valiant. Good 
Fortune feemed to incline to our Knight’s Side, 
who, in Conjunction with his Men, laid two hun^ 
dred of his Adverfaries dead on the Spot ; but being 
tired with the Slaughter, and frefh Enemies pouring 
in upon him, he was prefently hemmed in on every 
Side, and obliged to iurrender, tho’ not without 
fighting to the laft. The Sheriff, exafperated to 
tnink at lofing fo many Men, took care to put the 
captive Knight, and three and twenty of his Com- 
rades, who were made Prifoners at the fame Time, 
under a very ftrong Guard, who fafely conduced 
them to York , where, without any Trial or other 
Proceedings had upon them, they uerc executed, 
to the Joy of Thoufands ; the Satisfaction of the 
Great, and the Defire of the common People, who 
waited upon them to the Gallows, triumphing at 
their ignominious Exit. 
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The LIFE of ROBIN HOOD. 


T H E Accounts of this Man’s Genealogy are 
exceeding various, and the Stories of him as 
fi&itious among the Country People, as the 
Tneft of Mercury among the Heathens, the one be- 
ing accounted a God for his Dexterity of Pilfering, 
and the other being generally reputed a Nobleman. 
I fliall only coniine my fell* to two, out of the feveral 
Accounts w e have of this Man. In the firft he is laid 
to be the Earl of Huntington , that his Father was 
Head-Ranger in the North of England , that his Mo- 
ther was a Daughter of tr.e Earl of Warwick, that he 
had an Uncle named Gam-well of Gamwell-Hall there, 
that his Father and Mother lived at a fmall Village 
called Looey, near the Forelt of Sherwood , and that 
he himfelf was bom in Henry the Second's Time. 
But in the fecond he is faid to derive his Family ah 
origine , from no higher Perfons than Shepherds, who 
for fome time had inhabited in Nottingham/hire, in 
which County, at a fmall Village adjacent to the Fo- 
reft of Sherwood, he was bom, in the Reign of King 
- Henry the Second, and bred up a Butcher ; but being 
f of a licentious and wicked inclination, left his Trade, 

•T md alfociating himfelf with feveral Robbers and Out- 
' ; aws, put himfelf at their Head, becaufe he was a 
Man of extraordinary Courage, and w'ou'd never en- 
:ertain any in his fraternity, but fuch as had been fuf- 
iciently tried both as to their lloutnefs and dexterity 
a handling their Arms. 

But w r e are acquainted from the former of thefe two 
iccounts, that Robin was put to School, where he 
< nade a futprizing Progrefs in his Books, and could 
1 mfwer to any Quellion put to him by his Mailer with 
vonderful facility and wit, which gave his Parents no 
mall joy: And that one Chviflmas he went to fee 
lis Uncle Gamwell, at whofe Houfe, in Company 
hffl vith Little John (who was a Servant there) he per- 
lim'ormed very unufual Tricks with Cups and Balls ; 

- vhich won the Heart of the aged Gentleman fo much, 
hat, dying not long after, he left Robin his lble Heir, 
m vho now began to be very beneficent and hofpitable 
if c| o all that came to fee him ; relieved the Poor, and 
lid a thoufand other meritorious Actions, which 
;« ined him the good-will and eileem of all about him; 
mt that this open and free way of Jiving did not lall 
?ng, for, by his Profufion and too great Liberality 
laving run thro' the Eifate, he was obliged to fup- 
iort himfelf as w^ell as he could. That he had abun- 

t ance of deep Reflection within himfelf how to main- 
tin his ufual Grandeur and Hofpitalitv, which at 
mgth turned upon robbing the Rich, and always 
tewing kind to the Poor, who w'ere always fending 
p their Prayers to Heaven for his Profperity and 
-ng Life, beeaufe, if lie met any of them, he would 
ot only refirain from injuring or robbing them, but 
ive them Money ; nay, wherefoever lie heard that 
Iny were fick or in want, he was fure to fend his 
f uccour and Afuftance to relieve them in their necefli- 
xis Circum fiances. 

By this time he and Little John (fo called, tho’ 
therwife of lofty Stature) were become fworn Bro- 
kers. They were together in all Parties of Plenfure, 
T 9 


of robbing, or other wife. And the firll Adventure, 
of theirs which we have on Record was performed by 
them, and fifteen more, on the Eilhop of Garlijle, 
who had fifty in his Retinue. The account of 
this Matter llands thus : Robin having intelligence 
that the Prelate was in his way to l an don, met him on 
the South-fide of Ferry-b ridge in YorkJhirc y and, not* 
withllanding his Retinue was io numerous, attacked 
him with his much inferior Number, took from him 
eight hundred Marks, and then tying him to a Tree, 
made him frng Mafs ; after w'hich he unty’d him, fet 
him on his Horfe again with his Face to the Tail, and 
in that Condition obliged him to ride to London, 
where he made heavy complaint to the King of the 
indignity that had been offered him, who ififued out a 
Prodamation for his being apprehended ; but all en- 
deavours were ineffectual. 

Some time after this the King having propofed a 
fhooting-match in Finfiury -fields, Robin and his Gang, 
not withllanding their late infulting the Bifhop, had a , 
mind to be Spectators of this Divyfion, nay, to make 
Parties in it, and accordingly having difguifed them- 
lelves, they came up to London , and mixed incognito 
among the company affembled on this Occaiion. 
Great Commendations w'ere given to the King’s Ar-. 
chers, who, to fay the worlt of them, fnot exceeding 
well, and large Betts moving about, Re bin ileps up, 
and offers to lay an hundred Marks, that lie knglcd 
out three Men who fhould (hoot better than any three 
others that could be produced to oppofe them ; the 
King takes up our Adventurer, and the Queen, ad- 
miring the refolution of the Strangers, as lhe thought 
them, was incited to lay a thoufand Pounds on their 
Heads againft their King, which example was followed 
bv feveral of the Nobility. Robin now r bent his 
Bow and fhot almoil into the middle of the Clour, 
beating his Adverfary about a Span ; Little John hit 
the black Mark in it, and overcame his Antagoniil, 
but Midge the Miller pinn’d up the Bafket, by cleav- 
ing with his Arrow the Pin in two which was in the 
middle of the Black, fo that the Queen, and all thofe 
that laid on her fide won the Betts. But when the 
King came to know afterwards that it was Robin 
Hood and part of his Gang, that had beaten his Ar- 
chers, lie fvvere that he fnould be lunged whenever 
lie was caught, and, in order thereto, lent out feve- 
ral Detachments of Soldiers into the Forelt of Sher- 
wood after him, which Robin having private notice 
of, made him withdraw into Yorkjhire y thence to 
Newcafile , Cumber laird, Lancajhire and Cbejhire, and 
lall of all to London , till the Heat of the Hue and Cry 
was over, and then he returned to his old Place of 
Rendezvous, to the no fmall joy of his Companions, 
W'ho had been from him fall eight Months. 

Robin having a mind to make a Progrefs by himfelf, • 
put into a by -fort of a Houfe, a little out Gf the 
Road, in which he found no body but. a poor old 
AVoman, who was weeping very bitterly, and in a 
flood of Tears. Robin, moved at her extraordinary 
crying, defired her to acquaint him with thecaufe of 
her Sorrow, to which lhe anfwered, that lhe was a 
T poor 
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poor Woman and a Widow, and being fomewhat in . 
debted to her Landlord for Rent, file expedted him 
every moment to come and feize what few Goods 
file had, which would be her utter Ruin. This 
jiews filling Rgbitt s Breaft with .Companion, he bad 
her refi herfelf contented, and he would make things 
eafy j fo pulling off his rich laced Cloaths, and put- 
ting on an old Coat, which the old Woman lent him, 
and having like wife fecured his Horfe in an old Burn, 
in a little time came the old miferly Landlord, and 
demanded his Rent : Upon this Robin rifes out of the 
Chimney-corner with a ihort llick in his Hand ; and 
fays, I under]} and. Sir , that my Sifter here ( poor 
Woman) is behind hand for Rent, and that you de- 
Jign to feize her Goods ; but, Jhe being a de folate 
Widow, and having nothing wherewithal to fatisfy 
you at frejent, I hope you will take fo much pity and 
eompafjion on her mean Circumftances , as not to be 
too fever e upon her ; Pray, Sir, let me perfwade you 
to have a little forbearance, to which the Landlord 
replied, Don't tell me of forbearance , 77/ have my 
Money , I want my Rent ; and if I am not paid now , 
Til feize her Goods forthwith , and turn her out of 
my Houfe. When Robin found that no intreaties nor 
perfwafions would prevail with the old miferly Cuff 
to have patience with the poor Woman, he pulled a 
Leathern Bug out of his Pocket, and faid, Come let's 
fee a Receipt in full, and Til pay it ; fo according- 
ly a Receipt was given , and the Rent paid : Then 
the Landlord being upon going away; fays Robin, 
'tis drawing towards Night Sir , and there' s great rob- 
bing abroad, therefore I would advife you to flay 
hcjre till to-morrow Morning, and take the Day be- 
fore you. No, no, replied the Landlord, Til go Home 
, now, I fhall reach j even Miles before ' tis dark . Pray 
Sir, fays Robin to him again, Let me perfwade you 
to tarry here , for indeed there's great robbing a- 
broad: 1 don't eare , anfwered the Landlord, what 
robbing there is abroad ; Til go home now , befides, 1 
don't fear being robb'd by any one Man, let him be 
what he will : So taking his Horfe, away v he rode, 
and Robin after him, drell then in his fine Cloaths, 
and meeting him at a Pond where he knew he mult 
pafs by, bid him Hand and fight, or deliver his Mo- 
ney : Which words fo terrified him, that he deli- 
vered all the Money he had received for Rent, and 
and as much more to it. Then Robin riding back 
to the old Woman again, and difguifing himfelfas 
before, it was not long before the Landlord came 
back to the Houfe again, and knock T d at the Door ; 
upon which Robin asks who was there ? The Land- 
lord anlwers, 'tis I: what IP fays Robin ; why 
* tis I, anfwered the Landlord again . At thefe words, 
the old Woman cried, O dear ! ' tis my Landlord ; 
So letting him in, he told his Grievance with a great 
deal of Sorrow ; as how he was robbed by a Rogue 
in a lacM Coat, who fwore a thouiand Oaths at him, 
and had certainly knock r d his Brains out had he not 
given him all his Money : Ay r fays Robin, I told 
you there was great robbing abroad, but you would not 
take my Advice ; now I hope you'll ftay here till 
Morning : However he did not ; for, having given 
an Account of his Misfortune, he made the belt of 
his way homeward. 

The King having determined to make a Progrtfs 
into the North of England, Robin came to hear of 
it, and was refolved to rob him. Accordingly ta- 
king fixty of his Followers, put himfelf and his Af- 
fociates in very rich Cloaths, with each Man his 
white Horfe, well harnaffed and accoutred. They 
met the King at a fmall Village, with about thirty 
in his Retinue (for the Kings of England in thofe 
Days were not wont to be attended with Horfe -guards 
us now) whereupon Robin , the foremoft of his Com- 
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rades, ftept up to the King, and addreft him in a very 
handfome manner, My Liege , Jay he, by our extra- 
ordinary Garb and Drefs we Jkould feem to be Per - 
Jons of Dignity and Fortune, but I muft crave leave 
to be fo fincerc with you, as to inform you we are 
of a quite different Stamp and Condition to that which 
probably you and your Retinue may take us to be. For 
my part, having being deft ended of honourable Parents, 
and left, when Vtry young , in Pofjeffion of a conft- 
derable Eftate , which for Jeveral Tears fupported me 
in a generous and gay manner , I reckon my Jclf a- 
viong the Number of thofe your Countrymen [for Sub- 
ject is too harjh a word for a Gentleman to pronounce ) 
who think themfehes the happieft Perfons living , by 
having loft all through generous and polite Living t 
What mean you Sir , by this myfterious way of Dif- 
eourfe , anfivered the King ? Explain your felf, for 
really I am at a lofs to underftand you. To which 
Robin replies , My Liege, my A A ions are already fo 
much divulged throughout this Land, that there's no 
need of making enquiry about me ; I am only to in- 
form you, that, having run thro ' all that 1 was born 
to, and double the Quantity, / made my felf Cap- 
tain over thefe brave Fellows whom you fee before 
you. Our Employment is to colled Tribute (not as you 
do, to fatiate tbe hungry Appetites of Minifters oj 
State and Penfioners) of every one that travels thro' 
thefe Counties, which I have fame time ago annex- 
ed to my Dominions . I eonftantly take from thi 
Rich to give to the Poor, for thofe fhare my Bene ■ 
volence hourly, and I cannot think but your Genero 
fity will look upon me as a Perfon defetving. Wha> 

I want Sir, is your Money, which will give you c 
free P aft port to the Place you are going to. The Kinf 
finding by the Number of Robin's Attendance, tha 
there was no fuch thing as refilling his Demand, vo 
luntarily pulled out a Purfe and gave it him, wh( 
found it, by the weight, fufficicnt to anfwer his pre- 
fent Occafions, without having recourfc to the No 
bleinens Pockets who waited upon the King to in 
creafe the Booty. 

Our Readers are to be acquainted, that it was nc ^ 
Difficulty to rob our Kings at that Time of Day 
Several of our Nobility of the prefent Age appea * 
more fplendid and numerous in their Attendance that 
they did. Kings formerly ufed to make frequen 
Progreffes to different Parts of the Kingdom, to dif ^ 
fufe among their Country Subjects their Riches, anc ' 1 
fee how Matters went among them ; but now thi 
Cuftom is quite varied, and nothing but large Bo. 
dies of Life-Guards are feen waiting upon our Kings 
though it be but for three or four Miles, whicl 
makes it feem rather a Clog upon Majefty than ai 
Augmentation of it. 

Robin, happening to be out one Morning by him 
felf, obferved a young Man, of a genteel Afpeft, anc 
well drell, fitting under the Shade of a Tree in : 
very melancholy and dejefted Mood : The Sigh 
prefen tly made our Adventurer fiep up to him, anc 
ask the Reafon of his fitting fo difconfolately there 
The young Man, after many Sobs and Tears, broki 
out frequently into an Exclamation againft Woman 
kind, who, he faid, were the moll perfidious Wretch 
es in the World. I this Morning , faid he, had got al 
Things ready in order to be married to the Gentleman 
Daughter of that Houfe; but Money being a ft range. 
Perfwafive than the true]} Love, another Perfon in tb 
Neighbourhood has Jupplanted me by the young Wo 
man s own Appointment , though Jhe' s ?nine by all th 
facred Oaths under Heaven. Ay, ay, fays Robin, i 
your Cafe fo ? never be afraid Man , but put on t 
more ch earful Look , P 11 warrant you Suxcefs ; yo\ 
Jhall not only have the Wornan, but her Fortune too 
Having thus laid, he took the young Man along witl 
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m to his Comrades, who went back to the Church 
jgether, and meeting the Bifhop, Robin began to 
fcourfe him on Tome Points in Religion, till a 
ealthy Knight, and the young Man’s Mi lire fs came 
to be married. Upon which Robin faid, ’Tis a 
•eat Shame that fuch a young beautiful Woman 
ould be married to fuch a fumbling old Man as 
is, to lie grunting by her Side, and to make a 
urfe of her all the Days of her Life : No, no, (he 
ill have her own Bridegroom, and he his right 
fidrels. With that he blew aBlall, and ftraightway 
ipeared the young Man, and twenty Yeomen. Now, 
id Robin , you lhall enjoy the Woman you love 
is very Day. No, hold, faid the Bijhop , that’s 
ainll the Laws of our Church, to marry any Per- 
n that has not been alk’d three Times. Robin 
](A aring this, immediately pulled off the Bilhop’s 
obes, and put them on Little John , who went up 
^ redtly into the Choir, and afk’d them feven Times 
fore all the People ; but the young Gentlewoman 
folutely refufed to make any Refponfe, till Me- 
ces and high Words forced her into a Compli- 
ce, when away they carried her to Shcr^vood, 
lere they kept the Wedding. 

Another Time Robin being at Coventry , and hav- 
a Mind to play a Prank, which he mightily de- 
;hted in doing ; and underllanding that a certain 
3rd was to fet out for London the next Day on horfe- 
ck, with a great Retinue, he put himfelf in Wo- 
m’s Apparel ; and overtaking his Lordlhip on the 
)ad, having a tolerable good Pace, and young, the 
ble Peer was pleafed to ferape Acquaintance with 
is young Damfel, as he fuppos’d her ; fo after a 
f eat deal of Chat together, his Lordlhip, being amo- 
ally inclin’d, was far fulfilling the primary Com- 
md, Encreafe and multiply ; and putting the Que- 
rn to her, this Mafculine, Feminine Creature pre- 
lding great Modelty, faid, It became her Sex never 
permit Dijkonefly to come nearer than their Ears , 
d then , to J'ave Virtue the Labour , JVonder and De- 
lation ought to flop it. However, his Lordlhip pur- 
u ing his Inclination very clofc, it made her hmper 
the Conceit of it ; and at Jail giving way to her 
mmarato’s Courtlhip, ihe told his Lordlhip, that if 
ey had been in any Place of Privacy, ihe Ihould 
ve been very ready to gratify his Delire ; but to 
pofe herfelf before all his Men, Ihe would not for 
e World. His Lordlhip being very joyful at her 
Dndefcendon to his Embraces, they had not rid a* 
>ve half a Mile further, before a Wood prefented 
elf to their fight, where he ordered his Servants to 
ilt till he came to them : So he and his dear mafeu- 
le Miltrefs rid into the Wood, and there alighting 
ith an Intention of having a full Enjoyment of his 
ppofed Lady, when his Lordlhip taking up her 
•tticoats, found under them a Pair of Breeches ; and 
1 id, what's the meaning of your wearing Breeches ; 
(adam ? Nothing , replied our Adventurer, but to put 
ur Money in, and novo you mi ft pay for your peeping ; 
ith that he beat his Lordlhip, and took above an 
indred Marks from him, and then tied him to a 
rec, to cool his Courage, and fo bid my Lord fare, 
.el till the next meeting. The Servants mean time 
siting the Return of their Mailer, wondred, having 
lid an Hour, at his long Ablence ; but at lad they 
itermined tofeekhim out, and fo entring the Wood, 
iey heard a Voice crying out for Help ; they fol- 
ded the found as fall as they could, till at length 
ley found his Lordlhip fail ; he bad them untye him, 
id faid, that the Villain whom he had taken for a 
/oman, proved to be neither better nor worfe than 
1 Highwayman and a Robber, and had taken all he 
ad from him, that was valuable, but that for the 
iture he would be bang’d, if ever he trulled 
imfelf alone with* any thing in the lhapa of n Wo- 
lan. 


Another time Robin difguifed himfelf in a Friar's 
Habit, and traveling from his Companions, had not 
gone far before he met a Couple of Prieds, and he 
making a pitiful moan to them, begg’d their Charity, 
and that they would relieve one of their Function, for 
the Virgin Mary's fake : That we would willingly do, 
faid they, was it in our Power, but we have lately 
met with a Gang of Villains, who have robbed us of 
all our Money, and left us nothing to relieve ourfelves. 
I am afraid, faid Robin, you are all fo addi&ed to 
Lying, that an honed Man cannot take your words : 
Therefore let us all down on our Knees, and pray to 
the Virgin Mary to fend usfome Money to defray our 
Charges. Upon which they offered to run away* 
but Robin foon put a dop to their Career, and made 
them go to Prayers. They had not been long at their 
Supplications, before Robin bad one of the Prieds feel 
in his Pockets for what the Virgin Mary had fent ; up- 
on which both, to obey the word of Ccmmand, put 
their Hands in their Pockets, and pulled out nothing. 
Robin upon this fell into a great Padion, and told 
them, that he believed they were nothing but a par- 
cel of lying deceitful Knaves, to make him believe 
that the Virgin had fent them nothing, when they had 
all prayed fo heartily ; therefore, don’t deceive one 
another, but each of you dand a fearch : So Robin 
began, and fearch ’d their Pockets, and foon found 
five hundred pieces of Geld. When he faw this glo- 
rious light, he could not forbear calling them lying 
and deceitful Knaves. Soon after this they rofe up 
to go, but Robin dopt them and made them take an 
Oath never to tell lies to a Friar again, nor to tempt 
young Virgins, nor to lie with other Men’s Wives. 
After which he mounted his Horfe, and returned to 
Shemvood. 

Another time a Gentleman as he was riding from 
Coventry to London , happened to meet with Robin 
Hood, and thinking him to be an honed Gentleman, 
defired him to turn back, and go fome other way, or 
dfe he would certainly meet with Highwaymen, and 
be robb’d, for he had narrowly efcaped them himfelf, 
and fo advifed him, if he had any Charge about him, 
not to venture that way. I have no great Charge a- 
bout me, Sir, faid Robin ; however, I’ll take your 
Advice for fear of the word : So as they were riding 
along, faid Robin , perhaps we may meet with fome 
Rogues of the Gang, by the way, for this is an ugly 
robbing Road, therefore I’ll fecure that little I have; 
which is but ten Guineas, by putting it into my 
Mouth. Now the Gentleman, not in the lead fut- 
pefting him to be of that Profeflion, told him, that in 
pfe he Ihould be fet upon, he had fecured his Gold 
in the feet of his Stockings, which he faid was no fmall 
Quantity, and that he had receiv’d it that Day of his 
Tenants for Rent. Difcourfmg thus together, they 
had not gone above half a Mile further, before they 
came into a very By-place, where Robin bad the Gen- 
tleman dand and deliver his Money. The Gentleman 
was in a great Surprize, and told him, he took him 
for a very honed and worthy Perfon. However there 
was no Remedy for the Lofs of his Money, which 
was about fourfeore and ten Marks. So Robin left 
the Gentleman curfmg his Folly for telling him where 
he had hid hfc Money. 

Some time after this Robin , meeting with a Butcher 
going to Market to fell his Meat, bought his whole 
Cargo, and his Mare with it, which came together 
to about twenty Pounds : With thefe Robin immedi- 
ately goes to the Market, and fells his Bargain pre% 
fently, making luch good Pennyworths, that all the 
People thought he had dole the Meat j which now 
being converted into Money, he puts into an Inn at 
Nottingham , and treats all his Cudomers to the Va- 
lue of Five Pounds, which coming to the Sheriff of 
the County’s Pars, who was at the fame time in the 
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Inn, and taking him to be fome prodigal Spark, of 
whom he might make a Penny, intrudes into his 
Company, and after fome fhort Difcourfc, afk’d him 
it he lud any more Meat to fell. Not ready drefs'd, 
laid Robin ; but I have two or three hundred Head 
cj Cattle at Home, and a hundred Acres of Land to 
keep them on, which , if you'll buy , V ll fell you them a 
Pennyworth . The Sheriff fnapt at the Proffer, and 
took four hundred Pounds in Gold along with him. 
Away they rid together ; but he was very much fur- 
pi iz’d at the melancholy Place that Robin had brought 
hint to. He told him, he wilh’d they did not meet 
with a Man call’d Robin Hood, and began to wifh him- 
felf back again, but ’twas then too late; for Robin 
winding his Horn, prefently came Little John, with 
fifty of his Companions, who were commanded by 
their Captain Robin to take the Sheriff to Dinner 
with them, affuring them he had Money enough to 
pay his Share. Accordingly, they got a Collation 
ready for the Sheriff, and after Dinner was over, they 
led him into the Forelt, and there took all his Gold 
from him, good Part of which he had borrow’d 
of the Inn-keeper, where he met with Robin 
Hood. 

Our Adventurer being another time at Wigton in 
Yorkjbire , and hearing how barbaroufly the Hoftlers 
would cheat the Horfes of their Provender, privately 
went into the Stable, and hid himfelf under the Man- 
ger: A little time after came the Hoftler into the Sta- 
ble, under Pretence of feeding Robin's Horfe ; no 
fooner had he put the Oats and Beans into the Man- 
ger, and laid down his Sieve, but he fweeps them all 
mto a Canvas Bag fix’d under one Comer of the Man- 
ger, and fo away he went. Robin all this while kept 
himfelf fecredy hid under the Manger, and faw how 
the Hoftler manag'd his Matters ; upon which he got 
up from his private Recefs, and went into the Kitchen 
again. After Dinner he feem’d to be for going, and 
calling for the Reckoning, afk’d the Holder what 
Corn he had given his Horfe? He faid he had given 
him what Corn he had order’d him, and that the 
Gentleman who din’d with him, faw him bring it 
througli the Kitchen. To which Robin anfvver’d, 
Don't tell me a Lye, for I J hall ajh my Horfe pre- 
fently. This Saying put all the ftrange Gentlemen that 
were with him into Admiration ; but above all, the 
Inn-kceper afk’d him if his Horfe could fpeak. Yes, 
faid Robin. That's impoflible, reply’d the Landlord. 
Not at all, faid Robin ; for my Horfe is taught by Art 
Magic ; So fetch him hither , and you' l l foon fee whe- 
ther the Hoftler has done him Jtftice or not. Accord- 
ingly, the Horfe was fetch’d, and Robin ftriking him 
on the Belly, he laid his Mouth to his Mailer’s Ear 
(by Cullom) juft as the Pidgeon did to Mahomet. 
Look you there now, faid Robin, did tiot 1 tell you that 
the Hoftler had cheated him of his Corn. Why, faid 
the Landlord, What does he fay ? Say, quoth Rohm ; 
why he fays your Hoftler has flung all the Corn into a 
Bag placed at one Corner of the Manger ; upon which 
the Landlord and his Guell went into the Stable, and 
fearching narrowly about the Manger, found the 
Bag of Corn at one Corner of it ; for which 
cruel Villainy he immediately turn’d away his 
Hoftler. 

It was cuftomary for our Adventurer to go frequent- 
ly in Difguife ; fo one Time he pull’d off his fine 
Cloaths, and drefs’d himfelf like an old Shoemaker, 
and put an old Leather Apron about him, the better 
to colour his being one of the Gentle Craft. In this 
Difguife he fet out to travel, and coming to alone 
Inn in the Road to Newcaftle, it being near Night, 
he put in there ; and being pretty liberal in his Ex- 
pences, the Landlord lik’d him, and provided him a 
good Lodging; and Robin went went to bed betimes. 
Phe Houfe, it feems was full of Guefls, fo that all 


the Lodgings were taken up ; and a Friar com in a 
very late, they had no Lodging for him : The Fi r 
rather than go farther, chofe to accept of a Bed ]! 
low; but there was none that cared to be diftui'd 
at that time of Night ; but Robin (whom they t’k • 
lor a Shoemakei) was well enough pleas’d to 1 c 
fuch a Bedfellow. Well, Matters being thus acoj. 
modated, and the Friar in. Bed, he foon fell afli 
and llept very heartily, being tired with the Fati { 
of his Day’s Journey ; but Robin having got a pr y 
good Nap before, had no mind to flcep any rr e 
that Night, but to lie awake and meditate Mifcl \ 
for he never lov’d any of that Function ; fo he ftuc j 
how he Ihould contrive to change Breeches with e 
Friar, and after having refolved upon what he wc i 
do, he gets up at Dawn of Day, and puts on not c y 
the Friar’s Breeches, but alfo his facerdotal or cam - * 
cal Garment. Now Robin finding thefe facred 1 - 
biliments fitted him very well, and being thus ri£ 1 
down Hairs he goes and calls the Iloftler, bidding j i n 
bring his Boots, and make ready his Horfe. i 
Iloltler not in the leall miftrulling, but that it 5 r 
really the Friar, brought him his Boots and ai \ 
him what Corn his Horfe mull have : Half a Peel f . 
Oats, fays Robin , which was accordingly given h , 
Robin all the while being extremely uneafy till » 
Horfe had eat them ; but that he might be the foe r „ 
ready to go, he call’d for the Reckoning, and > 
anfwer’d that he had paid all laft Nighr, but for 1 
Horfe. The Horfe having eat up his Corn, } 
mounted him with all the Expedition imaginable, h • j 
ing paid for his Corn, and given the Hoiller fo: • v 
thing to drink his Health. Away he rid as fail as : \ 
Friar’s Horfe would carry him, refolving to make h 1 1 
felf merry at the firil convenient Place he came I 
The Friar mean time not dreaming what had h r l 
pen’d, kept clofe within his* Bed ; but about fevej 1 > 
rhe Morning (it bem in the Month of June) he 1 \ { • 
out of his Sleep, and going to bid , 1 ns Bedfell ] « 
good Morrcw, foon found not only that the Bird ' j ;■ 
Hown, but alto that he was flown away with his F • j 
thers ; for he faw nothing but a Parcel of old Cloat , •• 
which he fuppos’d belong’d to his Bedfellow. Uf 
this the Friai in a great Surprize knocks and calls ' 
fome body to come up ; but the Servants, who f 
pofed it to be only the old Shoemaker, afk’d h; J ) 
what a Pox ail’d him to m ike fuch a Node, and 1 1 

him be quiet, or elfe they’d make him fo. T 
vex’d the Friar, and made him knock thehardt 
upon which the Chamberlain went up, and threatei 
to thraih him if he made any more Noife. T 
Friar not underftanding the Meaning of this re 
Treatment, was amaz’d, and ask’d where his Cloa 
were ? The Chamberlain taking him for Sir Hu[ 
replied, l There a Plague Jhould they be, but upon 
Chair where you left tbi m ? U'ho the Devil do y j 
think would meddle with your tiafty Cloaths ; they a 
fo much worth, that you need be afraid of any boa 
ftealing them. The Man's mad, replied the Fri: 
do you know who you fpeak to; Yes , 1 do, fays I 
Chamberlain. If you did, anfwer’d the Friar, yam 

life better Language. Better Language, replied t 
Chamberlain ; my Language is good enough for a ft 
ful drunken Shoemaker . // hat do you mean by drum 

Shoemaker? Nlft, I am the Fiiar, faid he, who ca 
in here late laft Night. c lhe Devil you are , repli 
the Chamberlain ; 1 am fure the Friar went aw 
foon after tmee o' Clock this Morning. With that t 
Friar juw^t out of Bed in his Shirt, and taking 1 
hold of tire Chamberlain, Sirrah, fays he, produce 
my Cloaths ami Money, or I'll break your Neck Jo r > 
the Stairs. With this Noife and Scuffle up comes t 
Lapdlordof the Inn, and fome of the Servants, w 
prefently difeover’d that this was the Perfonthey h 
taken for the Shoemaker ; and upon a little Enqui 

ir. 


the Inn furnifh’d him with a Suitofhis own Cloaths, 
and Money to bear his Charges through his Jour 
ney 


Pv rales, Highwaymen , Murderers , &c. 


n 

into fhe Matter, found that Sir Hugh had made an Bag under his Arm, which he had juft received. The 
Exchange with the Friar ; upon which the Mafter of Farmer, it feems, mull needs ftep into this Inn, to 

— 1_ . r — r. :ruvi u;«-. .i,m, o nf Kic nwn Plnnfhc; fee their Mirth and Paftime, inftead of going dire£Hy 

home with his Money, which was not above a Quar- 
ter of a Mile from the Town. Robin feeing him ad- 
mitted in the Room where the Wake was kept, afk’d 
the Landlord whether he might be permitted to lee 


Robin Hood another Time was riding towards Lon- 
don, and being on Dunfmorc-Hcath, met with William ^ ^ 

Longchamp , then Biihop of Ely , with a fmall Retinue this Country Diverfion without any Offence to the 
of -about four or hve in Number. Immediately he Company. The Landlord told him he might and 
rides up to one of the Biihop 1 s Servants, whom he welcome; fo he enter'd the Room likewifc ; but Ro- 
pretended to know; Ah'! 'Tern , fays he, Pm glad bins Eyes were more fix’d upon the Farmer’s Bag of 
with all my Heart that I am come up with you, for Money than the young Folks dancing; and obferv- 
there' s whipping Doings abroad ; there's nothing but ing in the Room where they were, that there was a 
Robbing go where one will ; l have got a great Charge Chimney with a large Funnel, he went out and com- 
oj Money about me my f elf ; but fnce I have the good munieated his Defign to the Holder, who, for a Re- 
Luck to get up with thefe bonefl Gentlemen , Pm not in ward, drelt up a great MaftifF Dog in a Cow’s Hide 

— Si.n — ’ v~~ j — that he had in the Stable, placing the Horns juft on 

the Forehead, when, in the Height of their Jollity, 
by the Help of a Ladder and a Rope, he let him 
haftily down the Chimney into the Room where they 
were all nftembled : Robin was returned before the 


fear of lofting it ; 'Egad let the Rogues eo??ie now if 
'hey dare , Pm refolded to have a Slap at them my- 
Celf This Difcourfe which Robin had with the Man, 
nade his Lordfhip and his Retinue think him to be a 
/ery honeft Man, and they held a great deal of Chat 
/rich him on the Road, till at laft an Opportunity fa- 
-Vouring his Intention, lay*, he to the Bilhop’s Atten- 
- lams. Pm very dry , and fnce you are plea fed to give 
:Q k nc Protection from Danger as far as I fall go your 
. Vay, Pll ride before , and fee if I can get any good 


afting of this Scene ; the Dog howled hideoully as he 
defeended, and rulhing among them in that frightful 
Form, turn’d all into a Hurry and Confufion : °The 
Mufick was immediately fileneed, the Tables over- 
thrown, the Drink fpilt, the People fereaming and 


Liquor, to treat you for your Civility , and fall be glad crowding to get down Stairs as fa ft as they could, 
~ ’ ' '' ' A ” ” '* every one ftriving to be foremoft, left the Devil (as 

they^ fuppofed this to be) Ihould take the hindmoit : 
Their Heels flew up, the Womens Coats over their 
Heads and Tails, whilll their Back-ftrings loofing, 
gave full Flufhes, and made them in a very unfavoury 
Condition : All the mufieal Inlft-uments were trod 
under Foot, and broken to Pieces, and the fuppofed 
Devil making his Way over all, got into the Stable, 
whither the Hoftler haften’d to uneafe him. Some 
time after, coming a little to their Senfes, looking a- 
bout them, and leeing no more of this fuppofed De- 
vil, they all concluded he was vanifhed into the Air : 
But during this Hurly-burly, the old Farmer being in 
as dreadful a Fright as any one of them, and his 
Breeches as well befoul’d, dropt his hundred Marks, 


o find any worth your Acceptance. According Robin 
et Spurs to his Horfe, and rid away as faft as if it 
lad been for fome Wager, when being out of Sight, 
h le quickly tied his Horfe to a Tree in a thick Wood, 
/hieh was on one Side of the Road through which 
he Bifhop was to pafs ; and Robin making what hafte 
e eould back again to the Company, fays he, O 
'enilemen / I am ruin'd and undone , for in yonder's 
<ane , meeting with two Rogues, they have robb'd me 
f all I bad ; they have taken above forty Marks from 
te, but the Villains being but indifferently mounted, I 
\ ~ on t doubt but that if you were to purfue them, you'd 
wn take them. This News put them into a Confter- 
ation, and the Bifhop pitying Robin's Lofs, as he 
retended, faid to his Servants, Let the poor Fellow 


hw you which Way the Rogues took, and go all of and fled for Safety: The mean time Robin feeuring 

r-n — t.l . / ^ the Money under his Cloak, immediately took Horfe, 

and made the beft of his Way ; but as foon as all 
Things were in a little Order again, ther.e was a fad 
Outcry for the hundred Marks, which being not to be 
found, the Company fuppofed the late Devil had ta- 
ken them away, and imputed the Lofs as a Judgment 
inflifted on the Farmer, who was a covetous Wretch ; 
one whofe Study was how to cozen his Tenants, beg- 
gar the Widow, or undo the Orphan, or any body 


ou after them as faft as you can , and take them if pof- 
ble. They obeyed the Bifhop’s Command, taking 
^ lob in along with them ; and when they came into a 
arrow Lane, he gave them the neceflkry Directions 
^r purfuing the Highwaymen, and away they rid as 
lft their Horfes eould carry them, to catch the 
Logues. But Robin' s Bufmefs was with the Bifhop, 
1 tad back he goes immediately, and fays to him, Sir , 
in ~ ' ’ 

]d 


iy Tunc is but very Jhort, and veiy precious too ; there- _ 

»cci jr c you muft deliver what Money you have, or expefl Hfe, fo he eould but obtain their Money. 

hhe worft of Ufage . The Bifhop was very much fur- Another "Time Robin having been riding for his 
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riz’d at his Impudence ; but not knowing how' to 
elp himfclf, was forced to give him two hundred 
nd fifty Marks, and ih-n Robin making all the Ex- 
edition he eould to the Woocf, there mounted his 
lorfc, and rid off with his Prize. Soon after the Bi 


Pleafure, as he was returning home in the~Eveniog, 
very well mounted, and dreft like a Gentleman, 
coming near Turntoti-Bridge in York f ire. t , he per- 
ceived from a rifmg Ground a Gentleman walking 
in his Gardens, which were indeed very fine, and of 
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lop being met by his Servants, they told him they a large Extant : Then Robin rode up to the GardiJ 


ould not hear of the Rogues high nor low : Ah / an- 
k* ver’d the Bifhop, the great eft Rogue has been with 
-f ;e, for he that pretended to be robb'd of forty Marks , 
" a{ b j u ft now made up the Lofs by robbing me of fix 
mes the Money ; but for his fake I Jhall never put 
onfidence in a Man who pretends to too much Ho - 

Robin, after coming into an Inn near Buckingham, 
eard a great Singing and Dancing ; he enquired the 
teafon thereof, and found it was a Country Wake ; 
t which were prefent nioft of the young Men and 
'Iaids for feveral Miles round about. Robin , pleafed 
t the Adventure, fet up his Horfe in the fame Inn ; 


ner, who was Handing at the Back-Door, and en- 
quired of him whether a Gentleman, whofe Curio- 
lity had lea him to fee thofe famous Gardens, might 
not have the Liberty of taking a Walk in them ? 
The Gardiner, knowing his Mafter was willing that 
any Perfon appearing in good Fafhion, might walk 
therein, gave him Admittance : Then Robin alight- 
ing, he gave the Gardiner his Horfe to hold ; and 
feeing the Gentleman in the Walks, Robin paid his 
Refpefts to him in a very fubmiftive Manner ; at the 
fame Time defiring he would pardon his Prefump- 
tion of coming into his Gardens when his Woxfhip 

, was there recreating himfelft The Gentleman told 

nd as he was drinking in the Kitchen, an old rich- him he very welcome, and invited him to fee his Wil- 
armer came in with a hundred Marks ty\l up in n dernefs; where fitting down in a Arbour, they began 
zo U to 
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to talk very merrily together ; and at the latter End 
of their Difcourfe, Robin told him, That he heard 
he was a very charitable Gentleman, and that he 
mull now make bold with him to borrow that lit- 
tle Money he had about him ; for he had but little 
himfelf, and that he had a long Way to travel. At 
thefe Words the Gentleman began to ilartle, and 
was very much furpriz’d at his Impudence. But 
Robin told him he was a dead Man if he made any 
Refiilance. Then he tied him to a Tree, and went 
away with a large Booty ; but he bid the Gentleman 
be of good Cheer, for he would fend one prefen tly 
to relieve him. And accordingly going to the Gar- 
diner, who held his Horfe all this while, givinghim 
a Ninepenny Piece ; fays Robin , Honeil Friend, your 
Mailer wants to fpeak with you ; then mounting, he 
rode off the Ground, whilil the Gardiner made haile 
to his Mailer ; and very much furpriz’d to find him 
bound in thatManner; but he immediately loofed him 
and the Gentleman returned his Servant many Thanks 
for fending a Rogue to rob him in his own Gardens. 

Our Adventurer was a Man of great Courage, and 
a noble daring and refolute Temper, and would of- 
ten feek out for fome new Adventures by himfelf. 
He had not gone far before he met the Lord Long - 
Jhamp, near Nottingham , with three Servants. His 
firfl Words were thefe : Sir , I have a great Occa - 
Jion for a little Money at this Time ; fo deliver what 
you have , or expefl a Knock on the Pate . Says his 
Lordlhip, how dare you Sirrah , have the Impudence 
to flop a Nobleman ? let me get off my Horfe, and PH 
fight you at Quarter faff. Why truly , replied Ro- 
bin, my Lord, that's a fair Challenge , and 1 Jhould 
be very willing to accept of it, but I doubt when you 
are off your Horfe, inflead of fighting, you'll run a- 
way , as you did when you betray'd the poor Duke 
cf 1 I won t put it into your Power to run a- 


Jifiice, when there' s none in the World a&s more In- 
juft ice than an Engroffcr of Corn ? Sirrah, there's nt 
Vermin in the Land like you, who jl under s both Hea 
ven and Earth with pretended Dea/ths , when they 
is no Scarcity at all : So talk no more of your Jujlia 
and Hone fly, but immediately deliver your Money, o, 
I fall ctack your Crown for yon. Upon this ne de- 
liver’d him a Bag, in which Robin found his ovvi 
Money, and as much more to it , fo away he went 
with a great deal of Satisfaction. 


As Robin was going one Morning to Nottingham 
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way ; fa pray. Sir, don't fiend prating , but deliver 
what you have prefently. Says his Lordfhip, what 
the Devil are my Servants doing there ? what / 
three great cowardly Dogs of you, and all fiand fiill 
to fee me robb'd by one poor Thief? Thief! replied 
Robin , lam a Gentleman bred arid born, and you fte 
I live by my Sword and Staff ; therefore don' t rely 
on your Servants NJfifiance ; for the firfi of them that 
offer to lay his Hand to his Sword, is a dead Man, as 
you are, if you make any more Words, offering as if 
he would firike him. His Lordlhip cried, out for 
Quarter, and gave him a Brace of hundred Pounds, 
which he had in his Portmanteau, and then Robin re- 
turned to Sherwood, to make merry with his Com- 
panions. 

Our Adventurer being endued with a great deal 
of Love and Charity for the Poor, infomuch that he 
would relieve any poor Family in Diftrefs, was, on 
the contrary, a mortal Enemy to Mifers and Engrof- 
fers of Com ; for he would often take from theie to 
relieve the NecelTiteous. One Time being at Want - 
age, a great Market for Corn, he happened to fall in- 
to a Perfon’s Company at an Inn there, whom he 
knew to be a great EngrolTer of Corn, and who had 
bought as much Corn in the Market as coll him four- 
fcore Marks, which Robin bought of him again, and 
paid him an hundred Marks ready Money for it, 
liking it,h$ he pretended, far beyond any he had feen 
that Day. The Corn he immediately lent to be dif- 
tributed amongfi: the Poor of the Country. Robin 
underllanding which Way his Corn-Merchant went, 
was foon at his Heels, and demanded his Money a- 
gain, and what he had befides. The Countryman 
was in a great Surprize, lhaking and trembling very, 
much, asking him, Whether he thought it Jufiice to 
take from him his Goods and Money too ? Says Robin, 
wb\\ han't I, you Villain, paid you for your Corn ho - 
Tiefily, and can you a fume the Impudence to talk of 


he met with a Tinker, and civilly alk’d lam when 
he lived, for he heard there was nothing but bat 
News abroad : What bad News is it, a.itwer’d th 
Tinker? for I live at Banbury, and am a Tinker b 
Trade, and as I came along 1 heard no bad News 
Yes, fays Robin, the New $ that I J.e^rd was bad 
but true ; for it was only two Tinker., in the Stoek 
for Drinking. Your News, fays the Tinker, is nc 
worth a Fart, and had they look’d you in the Face 
they would have put you in to bear them Company 
for I dare fay you love Beer as well as any Tinker i 
T own. So I do, anfwer'd Robin , but pray tell m 
what News abioad; for you that go from Tow 
to Town mull needs hear fome News. Why, n 
plied the Tinker, I hear no other News than of t; 
king Robin Hood ; and I hr^ve a Warrant in my Po< 
ket for apprehending him, wherefeever I find him 
and if you can tell* me where he is. I’ll make a Ms 
of you for your Pains : Let me lee the Warran 
fays Robin, whether it be made Hrong and goo( 
and I’ll go with you and uke him this Night, f< 

I know a Houle he ufes at Nottingham . No, a, 
fiver' d the Tinker, I’ll let no Man fee my Warran 
and if you wont’t help me to take him. I’ll go an 
apprehend him my ft If. 

So Robin perceiving how the Game went, alk 
him to go with him to Nottingham , for he lhicl he w 
lure to meet with Rolin Hood there ; they where n* 
long before they arriv’d .it Nottingham . wlicie the 
went into an Inn, and drank fo plentifully, .that ti 
1 inker got drunk, and fell afieep ; then Robin tor 
away the 1 inher'd A^oney, and the King’s War raj 
and left him ten Shillings to pay ; but when he awak 
it would have made any one laugh to have beheld tl 
poor r l inker’s Fright at the Lois of his Money r.i 
Warrant ; he call’d up his Landlord, and told hi 
what a Mifchance had befallen him ; that the Stra 
ger who was drinking with him was run away, ai 
had robb’d him of all his Money, and had took fflIt 
Warrant out of his Pocket, which he had from tl 
King to apprehend Robin Hood ; The Landlord to 
him, that was Robin Hood who had been drinking wi 
him all that Day; then the Tinker rav’d and Jretn 
like a Madman, and iwore whpt he would have con < 
had he but known it had been him. In fine, t 
"Linker was oblig’d to leave hL Budget to anfwer ti 
Reckoning. 

The above recited Stories are fome of the gre 
N umber told of this Advtntuier, and were we to g. 
an Account of all, ’twould fwdl his Hiitory to tc ( 
immoderate a Length ; let it lulHce to fay, tin t R 
bin Hood was a very bold Man, of a charitable D 
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pofition, generous and open to the lafi Degree. 




long Diltance of Time he liv’d in from tlufe o 
Days make the Generality of People look upon i 
A&ions as fabulous. . It may be fo, for we aie ;.t :J 
Certainty about them, bccaufe, in feveral Book? I 
have been obliged to perufe, I find % the very liu 
Stories attributed to him, which are reported to 
done by Falfiaff and Glenville. Thefe I have pi 
polely omitted, not to give my Readers the la; 
Things in two different Places. Eat I might hr. 
inferted the Story about our Adventurer and the 
ner of Wakefield, this having as much Veracity in 
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Py rates, Highwaymen, Murderers, &tc. 


as any thing that Captain Alexander Smith (who is too 
concife) fays about him ; but I have thought fit to o- 
mit it, as I am come to a Length large enough al- 
ready, and Hull only add, that Robin Hood having 
purfued his licentious Courle of Living above twenty 
Years, when failing lick, was ftruck with Remorfe of 
Confcier.ce for his pall mifpent Life, and unlawful 
Practices, which made him privately withdraw to a 
Monaftery in Torkjhire, where being led blood by a 
Monk, he bled to Death ; aged forty three Years* 
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and was interr’d in KingJlcy, with this Epitaph on hi” 
Grave-ilone. 

Here underneath this Marble Stone, 

Through Death's Affault , now lieth one, 

Known by the Name of Robin Hood, 

IHho was a Thief, and Archer good \ 

Full twenty Tears , or fomewh at more. 

He robb'd the Rich to feed the Poor, 

Therefore his Gra ve bedew with Tears , 

And offer for his Soul your Pray' rs. 


* 




The LIFE of THOMAS DUN. 


r-|— HIS Perfon was of very mean Extraction, 
| • and born in a little Village between Kempfton 

1 _A and Eljlow in Bedfordjhire . ’Tis Laid he 
ad contracted Thieving fo much from his Childhood, 
hat every thing he touch’d ftuck to his Fingers like 
) .irdlime and that the better to c^rry on his Villanies, 
e chang’d himfelf into asmanyfhapes as Proteus, be- 
lg a Man who underftood thd World fo well, I 
jean the Tricks and Fallacies of it, that there was 
othing which he could not humour, nor any Part of 
fillany that came amifs to him. To D ay he was a 
lerchant, to Morrow a Soldier, the next Day a 
Jentleman, and the Day following a Beggar: In 
ort he was every Day what he pleafed himielf. 

When he had committed any remarkable Roguery, 
is ufual Cuftom was to cover his Body ail over with 
rnfeous and itinking Sear-Cloths and Ointments, and 
is Face with Plaifters, fo that his own Mother could 
X know him. He would be a blind Harper to 
>mmit one Villainy, and a Cripple with Crutches 
ring about another,- nay, he would hang artificial * 
irms to his Body : Befides, his natural barbarity and 
-uel Temper was fuch, that two or three Men toge- 
ler durft fcarcely meet him ; for one Day being up- 
1 the Road, he favv a Waggoner driving his Wag- 
Dn full of Corn to Bedford, which was drawn by 
a ve good Horfes, the fight of which inflamed him to 
at the Driyer to death ,* accordingly, without ma- 
iling .any Reflection on the event, he falls on the 
/aggoncr, and with two llabs killing him on the 
?ot, boldly took fo much time as to bury him, 
:r,l x out of any Compafiion for the Deceafed, for he 
aver had any, but the better to Conceal his Defign : 
nd then mounting the Waggon, drives it to Bedford 
here he fells it, Horfes and all, and march’d off 
| ith the Mony. 

* Dun at firft thought it the beft way to commit his 
obberies by himielf, but finding, upon trial, the 
c ethod not fo fafe, as where there were a Company 
"getlier, he betook himfelftothe Woods, where he 
as foon joined by Gangs of Thieves as wicked as him 
lf.Thefe Woods ferved them as a Retreat on all Oc- 
tfions, and the Caverns and hollow Rocks for hiding 
aces, from whence ,Night and Day they commit- 
d athoufand Villanies. The report of their barba- 
ty diffufing it feif round about, caus’d all the Coun- 
|jy to keep off from them, and more efpecially to a- 
)id the Road leading from St. Alban's to Tocefler , 
’twixt which they every Day adled Ini uppor table 
ifehiefs, murdering and robbing all Travellers they 
et, infomuch that King Henry the Firft built the 


Town of Dunflable in Bedfordjhire, to bridle the 
outragioufneis of this Dun , who gave Name to the a- 
forefaid Place. 

However, this Precaution of the King was no im- 
pediment to Dun's Defigns, who ftill purfued his old 
Courfes, and tho’ the Age he liv’d in was not fo ripe 
for all manner of Villainy as it is now, yet the Gang 
under his Command coniifted of feveral forts of Artifts 
who were made to ferve different Purpofes and Ufe% 
juft as he obferved which Way every Man’s particu- 
lar Genius directed him. Some of thefe being very 
expert in making falfe Keys and Betties, he never 
fuffer’d them to remain idle or without Bulmefs. O- 
thers were ingenious at wrenching off Locks; and ma- 
king deaf Files, which wafted the Iron without Noifc 
making the ftrongell Bolts give way for their PalTage 
his Fraternity being thus compos’d of Lifter 0 , Pick- 
pockets and Filers, he refines, correds augments and 
eftablifhes their Laws,- ar.d one Day ha\ing read to 
them fome few Comments on the Art a::d Myftery of 
robbing on the Highway, he for awhile .eaves them, 
but in a ihort time returns, and begins a plealant Ad- 
venture ; far being informed that a Company of 
Lawyers were to dine at ce.tiin Ii.n at Bedford, he 
h aliens directly to the Place appointed, where entring 
puffing and blowing, as a Man in extraordinary halle* 
he gives Orders, as if deputed bv the Company to 
make ready a Dinner for ten or twelve Pcrfons which 
he had no fooner done, but the Company comes to 
the Houfe, and Dun bullies about as if a principal 
Servant of the Inn, and was indeed believed 1 fo to 
be by the Lawyers, fo notably did he beftir 
himfelf in the Balinefs ; when being about the Mid- 
dle of their Dinner, he packs up the beft of their 
Cloaks, and fo marches off. Scarcely had they 
made an End, but they began to mils them, de- 
manding where they where ; but they might look 
long enough before they found them, for Dun ha* 
ving done this Work, was got too far for the Law- 
yers to over-take him, or their Cloaks either. 

After this Adventure, Dun, .with Tome of this Af* 
fociates, marches fome Mrles from whence they were 
known, and puts in at the firft Inn he came at, 
where asking for a Chamber, the Miftrefs of the 
Houfe, fuppofing them , honeit Men, ftiews them up 
Stairs, and perceiving her alone, they intended to 
force her, and in effert were ready to put their In- 
tention into Practice, when the Mailer of the Houfe 
juft enter’d ; upon which they were forced to wait 
a more favourable Opportunity. Accordingly about 
Midnight one of Dun's Comrades feigns himfelf ro 
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be extraordinary ill, and raifes the Mailer and Mif- 
trefs of the Houfe ; but it happening as he Itept 
out of Bed, that he efpied a Neighbour of his in 
the Chamber, upon which the Holt, being tranf- 
ported with Jealoufy, runs after the Man, while in 
the mean time thefe Rafcals laid Hands on his 
Wife, who had gotten up Stairs in the Dark into 
Dun s Chamber, where they began to trufs her up 
like a Woman of her Profeflion ; but prefently af- 
ter the Husband coming to his Chamber, and miffing 
his Wife, goes up to them, and finding her with 
them, would- have put her to Death, but by a ttrange 
kind of Perfidioufnefs, fhe caufed him to be mur- 
der’d by one of thefe Villains, thinking to come off 
well enough herfelf ; but Dun would not be con- 
tented ; for having underilood of a long Time that 
there was Money in the Houfe, he comes up to 
her, claps a Dagger to her Bread, (for there was 
no Pittols nor Ufe of Gunpowder in thofe Days,) and 
tells her, That if Jhe Jhew'd him not where the 
liloney lay , there was an End of her Life ; but fhe 
making Refillance when there was a Demand for the 
Money, was immediately difpatch’d, and her Houfe 
rifled of all the Money and Plate which Dun and his 
Confederates could find. 

Some time after this, Dun , being very well dreil, 
went to an eminent Lawyer’s Houfe near Bedford, 
and demanded of the Lawyer a hundred Pounds, 
which, as he pretended, he had lent him on Bond. 
The Barrider was furpriz’d at his Demand, as not 
knowing him, and looking on the Bond, his Hand 
was fo exactly counterfeited, that he could not in a 
Manner deny it to be his own Hand Writing, but 
that he knew his Circumdanccs were fuch that he 
was never in any Neceffity of borrowing fo much 
Money in all his Life of any Man ; therefore as he 
could not be indebted in any fuch Sum upon the Ac- 
count of borrowing, he acquainted Dun that he would 
not pay a hundred Pounds in his Wrong : Upon this 
Dun taking leave of him, told him, he mud expett 
fpeedy Trouble ; and in the mean the Lawyer, ex- 
petting the fame, fent for another, to whom open- 
ing the r, they concluded it was a forged Bond ; 
upon which the Lawyer having got a general ReJeafe . 
forged for the Payment of this hundred Pounds ; and 
. when Iffue was joined, and the Caufe came to be 
tried, the WitnefTes to Dun s Bond fwore fo heartily 
to his lending the Money to the Defendant, that he 
was in a very fair Way of being call, till the Law- 
yer's Council moving the Court in Behalf of his 
Client, acquainted the Judge that they did not deny 
the borrowing the hundred Pounds of the Plaintiff, 
but it had been paid for above three Months. Three 
Months, faid the Judge, and why did ?iot the De- 
fendant then take up his Bond, or fee it cancelled ? 
To this his Council replied, That when they paid 
the Money, the Bond could not he found, whereupon 
the Defendant took a general Releafe for the Pay - 
?nent of it ; which being produced in Court, and two 
Knights of the Poll fwearing to it, the Plain till' was 
catt, which putting Dun into a great Pa fli on, he cried 
to his Companions, as he was coming from the Court, 
Was ever fuch Rogues fecn in this World before, 
to fwear they paid that which was never borrow- 
ed? 

This very Story is related by Captain Smith , in the 
Life of one Tom. Sharp , who lived fome hundred of 
Years after our Adventurer. We fhall make no Re- 
marks on it, but proceed to fomewhat elfe. 

Dun having Intelligence that the Sheriff of Bedford 
with his Men w ere in fearch of him, and that they had 
determined to befet the Wood, where he then was, 
obliged him to put upon his Defence, which however 
did not make him lofe his ulual Courage ; wherefore. 


to prevent any Danger that might happen, he mutter- 
up his Company of grand Rogues, and retires imu 
the thickefl Part of the Wood, tu a Place, m his Dpi 
nion, the moil 'advantageous ; where having left ne« 
ceflary Orders, he lent out Scouts ; but judging u 
not fafe to put his Confidence in Spies in Cafe of lud: 
Importance, lie puts on a Canvas Doublet, and 
Breeches, old Boots without Spurs, and a Steeple- 
crown’d Hat on his Head, and fo draws near them, 
where taking notice that they were unequal to hirr 
both in Number and Strength, he comes back to hi: 
Companions, makes them hand to their Arms, anc 
fo encourages them by Words and Example, that ii 
fetting upon them, as they did immediately, the\ 
were prefently routed ; and purfuing them clofely 
they took eleven Prifoners, whom they llript of thei 
Liveries, and hanged them on feveral Trees in th« 
Wood ; after which they made their Coats lerve then 
to commit feveral Robberies in : For Dun going oiv 
Night to a Cattle near this Wood, order’d, in th 
King’s Name, the Gates to be open’d, pretending 
that Dun and his Companions had hid themfclve 
there. Accordingly the Gates were open’d, withou 
the leaft Sufpicion of what afterwards fell out. Du 
made a Pretence of fearching into every Corner fb 
Thieves, buttling every where throughout the Calf 
with the greateit Eagernefs imaginable ; but happer 
ing to find none, he would needs pen wade the Wa 
ters that they had concealed them lei ves in the Trunk 
Upon this he gave Orders for die keys to be immed 
atcly brought him, when opening the Trunks, an 
having loaded himlelf and Companions with evei 
thing that was any way valuable, he returns back 
the Wood. Mean time the Lord of the* Caille w, 
extremely enraged at this Proceeding, and could n< 
brook to think that lie fhould be thus robb’d, co 
eluding that the Sheriff’s Men, under, Colour, 
fearching for Thieves, had thus pillag’d him. Upc 
this he addreffes the King and Parliament, giving ; 
Account by whom lie thought he was thus robb’ 
who immediately ilfued an Order for examining tl 
Sheriff’s Men, one of whom was hang’d to fee wh 
Influence it would have on the other.; but they pe 
fitting (as well they might) on their Innocency, ai 
difeovering how eleven of their Companions h; 
been ufed by Dun and his Attociates, were let at I 
berty. 

A very rich Knight living in the Neighbourhoo 
Dun was determined to afk his Benevolence, and 2 
cordingly went and knock’d at the Houfe Door. T. 
Maid coining and opening it. Dun afk’d her if h 
Mailer was within, who told him he was. Up< 
this he acquainted her he had earned Buttnefs, ai 
mutt needs lpeak with him. The Maid taking D. 
for a Gentleman by his Mien and Dreis, admits hi 
within the Houfe, and conduces him up Stairs to b 
Matter’s Chamber, into which Dun enters uitho 
any Concern ; and after having complimented t 
Gentleman, lies down in a Chair, and begins a liotc 
potch Difcourle, which the Knight admiring 
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Dun tteps up and denim. ds a Word or two in his F.J 
Sir, fays he, my Neceffitics come pretty thick upon \ 


at prefent, and 1 am obliged to keep even with my O 
ditors for fear of cracking ?ny Fame, and fo/ture t j 
Now having been dir eft cl to you, by fome oj the Het I 
of this Parijh , as a very confideratc and liberal P< 
Jon , I am come to petition you in a modejl Manner J. 
the lending me a thoufand Marks (which are thirte 
Shillings and lour Pence a Piece) which will jujl ( 
fiver all the Demands upon me at prefent. A thoufe% 
Marks ! anfwer’d the Knight, why Man that's a <11 
pital Sum ; and where' s the ReaJ'on to lend you fo ir H 
Money , who are a perfect Stranger to me ; for to 1 
Eyes and Knowledge , J never f aw you before all , 

D> 


j -ft? 

m 


yia 

w 


>* 

if 


• I 
fo? 

tn 

n* 


I 


Pyrites, Highvoyamen, Murderers , 5Cc. 


77 


Days of my Life. Lord, Sir, you rnufl be mi/taken , I 
am the koneft Grocer at Bedford, who has fared fo 
cfitn your Favours, Really , Friend, I do hot know 
sou, nor fall I pait with my Money but on a good 
Bottom : Pray what Security have you ? Why this 
Dagger (lays Dun, pulling it out of his Breall) is my 
conftant Security ; and unlefs yor let ?ne have a thou- 
fand Marks injlantly, 1 fall drive it into your Heart. 
This terrible Menace fo frighted the Knight, that ra- 
ther than expole his Life to any Danger, he thought 
it fafer to deliver his Money, and get rid of his au- 
dacious Vifiter. 

Another Time Dun, having a Mind to make a 
Journey fome Miles off to fee an old Aunt of his who 
was itill alive, took Horfe and fet forward ; but un- 
luckily miftaking his Way, and the Night coming 
jpon him, he was obliged to put in at the firft Houfe 
ic came to. Accordingly feeing a Light at a con- 
iderable Diftance from him (for it was quite dark 
low) he made the beft of his Way thither over Hedge 
1 aid Ditch. When he came to the Houfe, he ob- 
erved a great Buille in the Stables and Court before 
he Houle ; and enquiring of fome of the Servants, 
vho he faw were bufied in rubbing down feveral 
iorfes, as though lately come off a Journey, if he 

I ould lodge there that Night, having lojl his Way, and 
e'tng benighted, fo that he could not purfue his Journey 
ny farther till the Morning , he was anfwered, That 
?ey believed their Mafler would not turn away at that 
ime of Night a F erf on of his Condition, but they 
1 iould go andaf. In Confequence hereof, the Gen 
eman of the Houfe was acquainted with our Ad- 
mturer’s being in his Court, who immediately came 
» the Door, and after mutual Refpeds paid on both 
des, told Dun, That he was forry to think he had 
■t a Bed t of pare to entertain a Gentleman , but that 
ally his Houfe was taken up from Top to Bottom by 
me Acquaintance and Relations who were come to 
nour him with their P refence at his Daughter s Mar - 
age, which was defign d to be folemniz d the next 
ay. However, he laid, there was one Room in his 
oufe which his Family from Time to Time told him 
i as haunted ; but he looked upon fuch a Thing as rub- 
ious, and could not for his Part be ever brought to 

« me into fuch a Notion : That if he plcafed, the Room 
as at his Service, and if he required it, Perfons 
1 1 mid be appointed to ft up with him. No, replied 
an, I have fo little Faith, Sir, as to Stories of 
unting Horfes, °r walks of Spiris ; that 1 chufe to be 
tertain'd in fuch Places before any others. Upon 
1 is Dun difmounts, and is conducted by the Gentle- 
man of the Houfe into the Apartment where his 
luefts were, who receive him with extraordinary 
1 vility ; and all ftrive to banifli out of his Mind the 

I 'houghts of Fear. But Dun is above vain Appre- 
Infions, and looks on Tales of this Nature as the 
ioduce cf a roman tick Brain. He, on his Part, 
ives to divert the Company with feveral humourous 
jdations, which gain wonderful Approbation. He 
! 0''er-aS£iinft the Gentleman’s Daughter, who was 
figued for Marriage, and eyed her with eager 
(jioks; nor could all the Reafon he was Mailer of 
t train him from wilhing that (he was his. The 
M ock flrikes Twelve, and all are immediately defi- 
es of going to reit. They rife up, and with hearty 
$a! wilh our Adventurer all the Quiet in the Work, • 

3 r would they leave him till they had leen him in 
jjd. The Houfe is now in a profound Relt, and 
. by himfelf to reflect on his Adventure. Two 
■ ge Tapers and a good Fire burn by him ; he \vaits > 

< :ry Moment for fomething to appear, which he’ 

< lid not well tell how to devife. An Hour or more 
i vilt, but his Curiofity is difappointed ; wherefore 
1 is refolved to compofe himfelf to Reft, ar.d leave 
21 
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the Confequence to Fate ; but foon he is charm’d by 
the Appearance of the fineft Woman his Fyes ever 
faw. The Gentleman’s Daughter come into the 
Room, (for he had not lock’d the Door,) and ltalks 
flowly to the Bedfidc. Dun was in Amaze, and could 
not tell what to think: Sometimes he thought ’twas 
a Ghoft he faw; fometimes he confider’d the young 
Gentlewoman might be addicted to dreaming, and 
walk in her Sleep, (as Thoufands have been known 
to do) and a thoufand to one but that might be the 
real Caufe of the Houfe being thought to be haunted: 
but he was refolved to find the Truth of the Matter, 
and accordingly reaching his Hand foftly to her, he 
gently touch’d her Shift, and then found how Matters 
went. She feem’d earneftly to look upon him ; but 
after fome Time turn’d about, went to the farther 
Side of the Bed, and got in, Here’s an Advcn'.ure 
worth Notice: If ever Man hugg’d himfelf on his 
good Fortune, certainly Dun did now. He was in a 
thoufand Doubts what to do, but his Surprize was at 
length prodigioufly highten’d, by feeing the young 
Lady go to the farther Side of the Bed, gently turn 
up the Cloaths, and Lay herfelf down by him. She 
had not lain above fix or feven Minutes, before fhe 
pulled off her Finger a Diamond Ring, which Dun 
no fooner call his Eyes on, but tranfporting Wifhes 
prevailed within his Breaft to feize it. However, be- 
ing determined within himfelf to fee the IiTue of the 
Adventure, he lay quietly, without offering either to 
take the Ring or incommode the Lady. But this 
Surprize now vanifhes ; the Lady rifes up, leaves the 
Ring on the Pillow, and goes out of the Room with 
the fame filent Steps as fhe came in. Now our Ad- 
venturer is convinced of the Reality of the Gentle- 
man’s Houfe being haunted ; he forms pleafing Ideas 
in his Mind about it, and cannot compofe himlelf 
to Reil for a long Time, without having a thoufand 
Thoughts about his good Fortune. However, at 
laft he falls afleeep, and dreams that the fame Gentle-, 
woman comes to him again ; and, enquiring for her 
Ring, feems folicitous about it. She acquaints him 
that fe is going to'be married to a Perfon that fe can 
never love, and if he does not afffl her in the critical 
Conjuncture fe was in, fe was loft to the Scnfe of all 
Phafure and Satisfaction for ever ; and then with a 
Sigh departs. 'Fhe Morning now appears, and Dun 
awakes ; his Dream fits freih on his Minu, and he is 
at a Lofs what to determine, w hether to flay and fee, 
the Conclufion of the intended Nuptials, or get him- 
felf ready, and ride off with the extraordinary Prize 
he had made. After fome Deliberation, the latter 
Expedient feems beft and fafeft. What have I to do, 
fays he, with Matrimony, or the Copulation of Fools ; 
I have got fujftcient in my Hands to defray my Ex- 
pences homewards , and that's the foie Affair l came 
about : My Aunt now may go to the Devil if fe will \ 
for what l care : And fo laying, he rifes up, dreffes 
himfelf, and, without once taking leave of the Gen- 
tleman his Benefa&or, or fo much as flaying to gra- 
tify the Company with an Account of his Nignt’s 
Tranfadions, leaves them to animadvert on his 
fudden Departure, and the Lady to look after her 
Ring. 

I believe this fame Story has been fixed on ten other 
Perfons of modern Date ; but as I find a very grave 
Author ferioufly attribute it to Dun, I fhall make 
ufe of his Authority, and let our Adventurer go 
with it. 

By this Time the Perfon we are fpeaking of w'as 
become formidable to all ; for not only the Peers 
and other great Perfonages of the Kingdom flood in 
Awe of him, but alio thofe of the low er Rank durft 
not frequent the Roads as ufual. What a melan- 
choly CircumftajKe in his Condud was, his general- 
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I y committing Murder ; and we find but one Inftance, 
among the feveral Particulars of his Life, in which 
he refrained from this Barbarity, and that was in the 
Cafe above recited. 

We (hall draw now to his laft Period, and only 
endeavour to fhew the extraordinary Struggles he 
made to obtain his ufual Liberty, and preferve his 
Life, without being called to give an Account of his 
Actions, or anfwer the Laws of his Country what 
lie was indebted to them for the many Villanies and 
Barbarities he had committed. He had continued 
in this wild and infamous Courfe of Life for above 
twenty Years, and about the River Oufe in Torkjhlre, 
was the general Scene where he play’d his pernici- 
ous and deiiruftive Pranks, where Men, Women and 
Children fell a Prey to his Attempts, for he went 
conliantly attended with fifty Horfe, and the Men 
of the Country round about were fo much terrified at 
his inhuman Cruelties, and the Number of his Par- 
tizans, that very few had the Courage, or even durft 
venture to attack him, in order to apprehend and 
bring him to Juftice. 

We may venture to affirm, that if his Life contained 
many unaccountable and Strange Exploits, yet that 
his Death was as remarkable : For having tranfafted 
Things beyond Imagination, his Fame, or rather In- 
famy, encreafed every Day, fo that the Country 
were determined to put up with his Infolencies no 
longer. It feems Threatnings again ft him came from 
all Parts ; but thefe, inftead of working a Reforma- 
tion, or making him reflect on hispaft Condnft, on- 
ly the more enflamed his audacious and villainous 
Temper. A ftout Fellow, we are told, about Dun, 
ft able, had made five or fix of the SherifFs Officers to 
come to his Houfe, with a Defign to apprehend Dun, 
who fometimes would venture to walk out by him- 
felf. Bar Dun having got previous Information of 
this Defign againft him, came in the Night Time 
with his Partizans to the Man’s Houfe, and filled it 
with a thoufand Oaths and Curfes, which prefently 
got Wind throughout the Town, and among the 
Sheriff’s Men, who came and purfued him with all 
their Forces. The Fellows, his Partizans, finding 
they were clofely purfued, divided themfelves into fe- 
parate Companies, and fled away to what Places they 
could come to, but Dun got into a certain Village, 
where he took up his Quarters for that Time. How- 
ever, the Purfuit ftill continued very warm, and his 
Adverfaries arriving at the Houfe where he had con- 
cealed himfelf, afked where he was hid, and at laft 
found that he was concealed there. Immediately, 
on this Report, the People, in Crowds, gathered to- 
gether about the Houfe, and two efpecially pofted 
themfelves in the Threfhold of the Door to appre- 
hend him ; but Dun with an inlurmountable Courage, 
(hired up, with his Dagger in his Hand, from the 
Table, and laid one dead that inftant, and then dif- 
patched his Companion, who ventur’d to oppofe 
him. But what was the moft furprizing, he had the 
Boldnefs to bridle his Horfe in the very midft of 
this confided Uproar, mount, and force his Way out 
of the Irm. The People no fboner faw this, but 
they fell upon him to the Number of one hundred 
and fifty, armed with Clubs, Forks, Rakes, and what 
elfe they could next come at. With thefe Wea- 
ons, they forced hirii from his Htirfe, but tliis was fo 
far from difmaying our Adventurer, that he mount- 
ed again in fpite of all Oppofition, and made his 
Way clear thro’ the Crowd that oppofed him, 
with his Sword. The Countrymen, upon this found 
there was more Difficulty than they at firft appre- 
hended in taking him ; but frefh Supplies coming 
in to their Aftiftance, they gave him chafe ftill. 

Our Adventurer, now finding the laft Period of 
his Life drawing on, made all the Hafte he was able. 


and got among the (landing Corn, and then taking 
to his Heels (for by this Time he was forced to 
quit his Horfe) outftript his Purfuers a Matter of 
two Miles, a Circumftance that feems almoft incre- 
dible, Dun having procured this Advantage, as he I 
thought, would have Iain him down to reft, and com- 
pofed himfelf a while, but was prefently, to his 
exceeding Suprize, hemmed in with no lefs a Num- I 
ber than 300 Men. Thus was he brought into as I 
great a Dilemma as before, but refuming his wont- j 
ed Courage, he pufti’d valiantly through them, and I 
got to fame Vallies, where, confidering there was I 
but one Expedient left to fave himfelf, he prefent- 
ly undreft himfelf, and taking his Sword between 
his Teeth, plunged into the River below, and fell 
to Swimming. Inftantly were all the Banks cover- 
ed with Multitudes of People, fome of whom were ! 
drawn together merely out of Curiofity to be Eye- 
Witneffes of the Event; while others got ready 
Boats with a Defign to give him chafe, and try if 
they could take him. ’Twas an aftonifhing Sight to 
behold him with the Sword all the Time between his 
Teeth, and fwimming fo many crofs and various 
Ways, as ftill to elude his Purluers. At length he 
get upon a little Ifland which was in the River, where 1 
lie fat down to get Breath awhile; but his Adver- 
faries having determined not to let him have any Reft, 
follow’d him in their Boats, but were forced to re- 
turn back wounded in the Attempt. After this he 
jumps in again, falls to fwimming, and tries to gait 
the Shore at another Place ; but ill Fortune attend} 
him, and the People crouding thither, make at hiir 
with all their Oars, when they found it no way pof ' 
fible without Blows : Several Times they ftruck hin 
on the Head, and the Blows Burning him, it wa 
no hard Matter then to apprehend him, which thc> 
did, and conveyed him to a Surgeon, in order t< 
have his Wounds cured, and Care taken of him. 

When his Wounds were dreft, he was condudlei 
before a Magiftrate, who, with very little Examina 
tion, fent him to Bedford Goal, under a ftronj 
Guard, to hinder his being refeued by his Conipa 
nions. Within a Fortnight after this, being toler 
able well cured, he was brought into the Market 
Place at Bedford, without being put to the Troubl 
of undergoing a formal Trial, w'here a Stage was e 
refted for his Execution, and two Executioners ap 
pointed to finifh his laft Scene of Life. Dun, on be 
holding thefe dreadful Men, was fo far from givin 
into the leaft Concern or Difmay, that he warnei 
them, with an unconcerned Air, not to approach hir 
for fear of the Confequences, telling them he woul 
never fuffer himfelf to undergo the Punifhment detei 
mined him from their Hands. Accordingly, to con 
vince the Spectators round him, that hfs ufual Intre 
pidity and Greatnefs of Mind had not left him, h 
grafped both the Executioners, and ftrugled fo Ion 
with them, that lie was fecn nine Times fucceffivel 
upon the Scaffold, and the Men upon him : Howe 
ver, he had ftill Strength to rife up from them, an 
taking his folemn Walks from one End of the Stag 
ro the other, all which Time he cuffed the Day of h 
Birth, and vented a thoufand Imprecations on tho‘ 
who had been the Caufe of his being apprehendet 
but chiefly on him who had been the firft to bef 
him. But his cruel Deftiny is determined not t 1 
leave him ; he finds his Strength diminifh, and th; 1 
he cannot, in fpite of himfelf, defend himfelf anyloi 
ger : He yields, and the Executioners chopping 0 
his Hands at the Wrifts, then cut off his Arms at tl 
Elbows, and all above next, within an Inch or ttt 
of his Soldiers ; next his Feet were cut off beneath tl 
Ankles, his Legs chopt off at the Knees, and I 
Thighs cut off about five Inches from his Trun! 
which, after fevering his Head from it, was burnt 
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Ifhes. Fo after a long Struggle with Death, as dy- 
!g by Piece-meal, he put a Period ro his wicked and 
bominable Life ; and the feveral Members cut off 
•om his Body, being twelve in all, befides his Head, 
re re fix’d up in thofe of the principal Places in Bed- 
\nijhire , to be a Terror to fuch Villains as furvived 
im. 

Here ends the Life of Thomas Durr, one of the moft 
rofligate Wretches that ever lived, and had not fa 
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many Murders ftained his Adtions, Our Cenfures of 
him might fomewhat be abated, but where Blood 
was fo plentifully fpilled, and his Robberies attended 
with fuch miferable Cataftrophes of the Perfons he 
committed his Depredations on, we have no Room 
left for Pity, notwithftanding the infamous and ex- 
traordinary cruel Death he was put to. But waving 
more about this Point, we fhall proceed to another e- 
quallyas flagitious* 


he LIFE of SAWNEY CUNNINGHAM. 




HIS Perfon had no Reafon to fay he was 
come of mem Parents, or that good Educa- 
tion or Tuition was denied him, whereby 
might have avoided the feveral pernicious Adlions 

1 Villanies he committed, as will prefently be 
vvn in the Sequel. His Family lived in tolerable 
)d Repute at Glafgow in Scotland \ where he was 
•n ; but, in fpite of all the Learning his Parents 

given him, or good Examples they had fet be- 

2 him, to regulate his Paflions and dirett his Con- 
\ right, he abandoned himfelf; from his earlieft 
paintance with the World, to little fhufHing and 
ring Tricks ; which growing habitual to him, as 
tdvanted in Age, he incrcafed in his wicked Prac- 
s, till at hit he became a Monfter of Prophane- 

and wicked Living. However, thefe (which 
would take to be) great Di fad vantages, kindred 
not ftotn making a very honourable Match in 
dlock as his Parents could not be blamed with 
MifcOndudt, but ft ill kept up an honelt and gen- 
Chtfradfer ?n the Neighbourhood where they li- 
; and as it would have been infamous to have re- 
ach’d them for thofe Mifcarriages in the Son which 
had ftrove all they could to root of his Mind, 
could hot Help, fo an old Gentleman, who had 
erved for a long Time an inviolable Friendfhip 
die Family, entered into an Alliance with Mr. 
UiUghdhi the Elder, which at laft terminated in- 
ng his Daughter to Sawney, and an Eftate in 
Ition with her of above one hundred and forty 
'nds per Annum, thinking that Marriage might be 
| ! eans to reclaim our Adventurer from his ill Courfe 
Lift, and at lnft fettle his Mind, to the mutual 
fadtion of both Families, for which he thought 
Daughter’ s Portion would be a good Purchafe, 
well laid out: But how are Mankind deceived, 
in fhort, all our Forefight and Confutation. 
:ney no fooner found himfelf in Pofleftion of an 
te able to fupport his Exrravagahcies, but he im- 
iately gave a more violent Loole to his Pamons, 
Ee had hitherto done. He made Taverns and 
ibufes- the frequent Plates of his Refort ; and, not 
ent idly to waile the Day in Debauches and 
nkeniYefs, the Night 'too muft come in to make 
:he Reckoning. Thefe deftrudtive Steps could 
| bt attended but with hurtful Confequence?, and 
j.vas too foon an Eye-Witnefs of fome of them : 
not having always wherewithal to indulge his 
ul l Expences and Metliod of living, he was fotced 
to ive Retourfe to indirect Mcafdres, which ended 
in iwning every thing he had, not only of his Wife’s 


but of his own. Melancholy Things were unavoL 
dably to follow, if fome Redrefs or Care was not ta- 
ken to put a Reftraint on this deftru&ive CbinLe. 
Sawney laughed at his Follies, and could not bring 
himfelf to believe he Ihould ever want, while he had 
either Hands or Heart to fupport him. He was de- 
termined to enter upon Bufineis as loon as poffible, I 
mean fuch Bufmefs as generally brings fo many un- 
happy Men to the Gallows. His Wife, who was 
vaftly beautiful and handfome, faw this, bat, with a 
Prudence that became her Sex, ftified her Uneafinefs 
fo long, till no longer able to bear the Torment upon 
her Mind, fhe firft began with kind Entreaties, fmee 
all they had in the World was gone, to fall into fome 
honeft Way of Livelihood, to fupport themfelves, for 
’twas much and more commendable to do fo, than 
for him to give his Countrymen every Day fo many 
Inftances of his riotous and profiife Living. Had 
Sawney been fo good to himfelf Us to have given Ear 
to this Remonftrance, without doubt Things had 
fucceeded well, and we fhould never have read the 
miferable End he fuffered. But all Admonition was 
loll on a Man abandoned to Wickednefs, and deter- 
mined to fupport his ufual Extravagancies at any Rate, 
The poor young Gentlewoman, inftead of being an- 
fwer’d civilly for her Love and AffiedUon to him, met' 
with nothing but harfh and terrifying Words, attend- 
ed with a thoufand Oaths and Imprecations. The 
Parents on both Sides obferving this, were in extreme 
Grief and Concern ; and determined, after a ferious 
Confultation, ro difTolve the Couple, but the young 
and handfome Wife would never content to part from 
her Hufband, tho’ fo bate to her. 

Before we enter upon the firft remarkable Tranf- 
adtion of Sawney's Life, we think ourfelves under an 
Obligation to lay before our Readers fome Account of 
this young Bride’s rare Qualifications. In the firft 
place, as I have taken notice above, fhe was extreamly 
beautiful, not only in a perfedt Symmetry of Features, 
but likewife to thefe were joined an exquifite Perfon. 
She \ 'as tall, finely fhap’d ? full-breafted, and had all 
the other exterior Ornaments of her Sex. For her 
Temper and the Qualifications of her interior Part or 
Soul, {he was fincere in her Love to the laft, ever pa- 
tient under the greateft Difficulties, and ready at all 
times to extricate her Hufband out of the Misfortunes 
he involved himfelf in, by lawful and juftifiable Me- 
thods ; fhe had a nice Condudt, and an extraordinary 
Reftraint upon every Paffion that might betray her 
into unforeleen Mifcarriages. In Glafgow , where 
an Uuiverfity was, and confequendy young Gentle- 
men 
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men of Fortune and Addrefs, it was impofiible for 
Mrs. Cunningham to hide the Charms of her Face and 
Perfon, fo as not to be taken notice of. Several im- 
mediately offer’d tlieir Refpe&s, and Money was not 
wanting to promote their Suits ; but all were below 
the prudent Sentiments of her Mind : She could not 
endnre to think of difhonouring the Bed 'of her Huf- 
band, by a bafe Compliance with the richeft Man in 
the Kingdom, and always fhe put off her Suitor with 
a Frown, and a feemingly difdainful Air. But this 
only ferved to animate her Lovers the more, who now 
feemed to attack her with a Refolution not to quit 
the Siege till fhe had either capitulated or furrender’d 
herfelf. Amongft the reft was a certain Lawyer, 
who was fo frequent in his Importunities, that lhe 
was quit tir’d out. However, fhe was fo difereet all 
the while, as to conceal from her Hufband Sawney the 
Importunities of her feveral Lovers ; but their SoIIi- 
citationsdncreafmg, and being determin’d to be de- 
liver'd of them as foon as pofiible, fhe, one Night, 
as fhe by in Bed with her Hufband, began to dif- 
courfe him in Words to the following Effeft : You 
arc fenfible , my Dear, oj the inviolable Love I have, 
from jhe firjl Day of my Marriage to you, pre ferved 
for you, which fall ft ill, let whatever will happen , 
be as chaftely maintained ; for the infernal Regions 
Jhall fooner open and receive me alive, than I will 
dare to break t he Laws of your Bed, or bring Dijhon - 
our to my Perfon, by a Jhamelefs Profiitution of my 
Perfon in the Embraces of any Man alive . As a Proof 
of what 1 tell you, you need only be acquainted, that 
for thefe feveral Months I have been Jlrongly importu- 
ned by Mr . Hamilton the Lawyer to confent to his Em- 
braces, but fill I have warded off from his Addreffes, 
yet cannot be free from him ; which makes me now dif- 
eourfe thus , in order to hear your Opinion in the Mat- 
ter, and fee which will the fafefl and beft Expedient 
to be delivered of his Company. Here fhe ended, and 
Sawney being thoroughly convinced of his Wife’s 
Loya.ty and Fidelity, firft anfwered her with a De- 
fire flee fkould forget all his Irregularities, confeffing 
their prefent Poverty had been the immediate Confe- 
quences of his too liberal and profufe Living, but that 
for the future flee Jhould fee a good Alteration in his 
CorArfi, and he would make one of the beft of Huf- 
bands. As for Mr. Hamilton, faid he, it is my Ad- 
vice that you do not give him an abfolute Refufal, but 
pretending a kind of Love at a diftanee, make him think 
that a conftderable Sum of Money will fnijh his Ex- 
pectations, and gain him what he fo much longs for ; 
you have Youth and Beauty on your Side , and you may , 
confequently , command him as you plcafe ; for I am not 
fo much a Stranger to Air. Hamilton’^ Temper, and 
inclination, but that l know Love will influence him 
to perform generous Things : Aly Dear, 1 have no Oc- 
cafion to acquaint you with our Poverty at this time, 
which, to my extreme Grief, \ has been the Confcquence 
of my irregular and profane Living ; but our if 'ants 
and Nec eft: ties may be amply made up by dexteroufty 
managing this Adventure, the Profecution of which 
I leave to your own Prudence and ConduCl ; and for 
my Part I Jhall take effectual Care to extricate you 
and my f elf out of any Confequences that may happen 
upon it. 

Mrs. Cunningham , after this Conference with her 
Hufband, had a thoufand Thoughts in her Head, how 
to manage this Scheme, fo as to make the moil Ad- 
vantage of it: She faw that the Want of Money in 
her Family muft oblige her to it, tho’ never fo much 
againft the Bent of her Inclination to the contrary, 
and therefore determining to put it in Execution as 
foon as polkble, fhe compofed herfelf to Reft for that 
Night. The next Day Sawney got purpofely out of 
the Way, but not without a longing Expectation of 
receiving extraordinary Matters from his Wife’s Con- 


duCt. Hamilton appeared as ufual ; and, proteftin 
his Love for her was the iincereft in the World, fail 
That it was impojjible for him to enjoy a Aicment \ 
Reft without taffing thofe Joys jhe could fo cafily aj 
ford him. Mrs. Cunningham, at hr ft, reproved hir 
for fuch a bare Declaration of his Defires, and faic 
That fo long as her Hujland liv'd, Jhe could not veitll 
out the mojl manifeji Breach of* conjugal Fidelity , ar, 
an eternal Infamy to herfelf give way to comply wit , 
his Demands . lour Perfon Mr. Hamilton, faid fhj 
is none oj the worft, neither is your Senfe to be dcfpis'c 
hut alas! Heaven has decreed it, that I am alreat 
another Alan' s If if e. and therefore deprived from gn 
tiffing y°u as 1 would were the Cafe otheiwife. Ah 
I have Apprehenfons of my Hujband, who is a chol 
ric Perfon, and prefently urged into a PaJJion upon t» 
moji trifling Aft air, which either he doth not like, d 
fquares not with his Happinefs or Lite reft. Interej 
reply’d Hamilton, lf'hy y if that be the Cafe, neith 
your Huftjand nor- you jhall have any Reafon to eo) 
plain : for, let me tell you for once and all, I do A 
require a Gratification from any one, without maki I 
a fuitable Return ; your Circumjlanccs, Madam, a j 
not unknown to me, and I am forty to think that aft 
having brought Air. Cunningham fo plentiful a Ft I 
tune, I Jhould have a juji Occafion to Jay that you c 
poor ; but miftake me not, I J'corn to make a Handle 
your Circumftances, neither do I believe Airs. Cl' 
ningham would ever confent to my Deft res on fuch J 
vile Terms . Upon this Madam aniwer’d him wit! 
great deal of Prudence and Art ; lhe told him, Tt 
he pleaded handfomely for himfelj', and if Jhe was 
a married Woman, there jhould be nothing to obftt 
their Defires. Mr. Hamilton finding this, gave 
long Harangue, in which he endeavour’d to fhevv h 
weak her Objection was, with refpeCt toherHufba 
concluding that what they did might be fo artft 
contrived, that neither Mr. Cunningham nor the Wc 
fhould know any thing of it. In fine, the Law 
pleaded as if it were for Life, for her Confent, wh 
Madam obferving, and not caring to prolong 
Time too far, but difpatch a great deal of Bufmefs : 
little Time, lhe artfully told him, That fince 
Stars had fo directed the Actions of her Life, that 
had no Power of herfelf to contradict them, fhe 
fign’d herfelf to him, and faid, that it was to no \ 
pofe to ftifle her Inclinations for him any longer ; 
to be plain with him, lhe had lov’d him from tl 
firft Acquaintance together, before all the Men 
had ever feen, and chat lhe hop’d there was no Tr 
grefiion in an Affair which her Deftiny over-ru 
and if the World proved cenforious, fhe did not c 
and left her Caufe to be determined by the Stars, vt 
together with Mr. Hamilton's fine Perfon, had||’: 
fiuenced her to it. To be fhort, an Affigna 
was made, and a Porch of one of the Churchc 
Glafgow ikftgned to be tne Place where thefe 
Lovers were to meet. Nothing in the World \ 
the Lawyer fo much Satisfaction as the Thoughi 
having obtained the Conlent of his fair Miltrefs, ' r 
had declared her Love to him, and refigned herfeJ ' 
to his Arms. Hamilton promifed to make h<| 
Prefent of a Purfe of a hundred Pounds Sterling j V 


fore any thing was done, and fhe on her Side all j htot 
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him lhe would pleafe him to the utmoft, and# L- 
quainted him, that he might expeCt all the Kim f 
ihe was able to afford him. Here they parted, ^ 
the Lawyer thought the Time contained a tho J ^ 
Days till the Hour appointed was come, and he i to 
Arms of his Miltrefs. It arrives, and both appe iA jb, 
the Porch ; they Carefs and toy, but no farther jj 
the Laws of Modelly permitted. Hamilton wan 
know where Mr. Cunningham her Hufband is, a i* 


acquainted that he was gone a fhort Journey int«k 
Country, which however would take him up < ^ 
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Davs ; where as Madam had polled him, or he had 
done it himfelf, in a private Place in his Chamber at 
Home. Hamilton Items extraordinarily pleafed at 
his N Succds, and the Repofe he ihould find in humour- 
ing his Appetite, now hi* Antagonist was out o f the 
Way as he thought. In a little time both thefe Lo- 
vers came to Sawt/ey' s Houle, and having entered 
his Bed-cumber, where he was concealed, and a good 
Fire burning, Mr. Hamilton pulls out two Purfes of 
Gold and give') them to her, and then going to un- 
dreis himlelf, Swaney fprings out from his fccret 
place, and with one Stroke lays Mr. Hamilton flat 
on the Floor with a Club he had in his Hand ; for, 
not contented with his Wife’s having received the 
two Purfes of Cold, he mull have the Lawyer's 
Cloaths too ; and therefore to make fure of them, 
lie redoubles his Blows, till the poor Gentleman gave 
up the Glicil at Mrs. Cunningham' s Feet. This 
was a Sacrifice to Love with a witnefs : The Law- 
yer had contributed handiomely before for a Night’s 
Lodging, and mull he give his Life into the Bar- 
gain ? 1 Imow not how Mankind may think on't, but 
:iie Affair was carried to a defperate Length. Now 
Vlrs. Cunningham not dreaming her Husband would 
lave carried Matters to fuch an Iflue, feemed fright- 
’d to the lall Extreme at what had been done ; but 
hvaucy endeavour’d to give her Eafe, by telling her, 
hat he would work himfelf out of the Scrape in> 
nediatcly, and fo faying, hoilled the Body on his 
houlders, and went out at a Back-door which led di- 
e£lly to Hamilton s Houle, which eaiily opening, as 
profound Sleep in the Family, and the Darknefs 
f the Night favoured him, he carried the Lawyer 
0 the Vault, and placed him upright on the Seat, to 
he end that the firit who found him there might 
onclude he died in that Place and Poflure. 

Now it feems Mr. Hamilton the D.iy before had 
cquainted a particularF'nend who lived in his Houle, 
1th his Succefs, and how he was to have a Meet- 
lg with Mrs. Cunningham that Night, This Friend 
ad had the Gripes upon him for three or four Days, 
hich made him have a violent Loofenefs, and being 
bliged to untrufs a Point about Mid-night, rifes in 
is Night-Gown, and Heps down to the Vault, where 
pening the Door, he fpies Mr. Hamilton fitting, 

; heTuppofed, and taking it that he was come there 
a the very fame Errand as himfelf, Hays without a 
hile to let him have quiet Play ; but finding he 
lade no Motion to llir, after having waited a con 
,7 t derable Time, to his own Uneafinefs, he opens 
le Door again, and taking him by the Sleeve of his 
'oat, was furprized to find him fall down. He Hoops 
) take him up, but find' him dead ; at which be- 
ig in a thoufand Perplexities, and fearing to be 
lought the Murderer, he brings to mind his ac- 
uainting him with the Aflignation between him and 


Irs .Cunningham ; upon which he concludes his Friend 
id found no fair Play there, knowing the Husband 
i be none of the eaiielt of Men. What Ihould this 
■odger do in this Cafe ? Why he takes up the Body, 
•rows it upon his Shoulders, and carries it to Savv- 
y's blou fe Door, where he lets it down. Madam, 
little after Midnight, having Occafion to difeharge, 
its out of Bed, and opening the Door, lets the Bo- 
of her late Lover tumble into the Houfe, which 
itting her into a Fright, Ihe runs up Stairs into the 
hamber, and tells Sawney how that the Lawyer 
as come back : Ay, ay t lays he, (jull waking out of 
S Sleep) r ll warrant he Jhall come hack no more , 
ll fecure him prefently ; and fo faying, gets immedi- 
ely out of Bed, puts on his Cloaths, and boills the 
:ad Lawyer once more on his Shouldeis, with a 
efign to carry him to the River and throw him 
m in, but feeing fome Perfons at a DiHance com- 
22 


ing towards him, he Heps up to the Side of the 
Street, till they were gut by, fearing his Defigr* 
might be Uncovered, and Consequences were dan- 
gerous. But what ihould thefe Perfons be but Half 
a Dozen a Thieves, who were returning from a Plun- 
der they had made, of two large Flitches of B:ccn, 
out of a Cheei’emorger's Shop : Ar.d as they came 
along were talking of a Vintner hard by, who fold 
a Bottle of extraordinary Wine ? Sawney was icme 
what reliev'd from his Fears (for Fears he couii 
not mifs from having) at hearing tabs Converfation. 
He had not been in Ins Po:l long, before he had the 
Satisfaction of feeing this Company put their Bacon, 
which was in a .Sack, into an empty Cellar, and 
knock the Maker of the Tavern up to let them in. 
The Coalt being now clear, Sawney conveys the 
dead Lawyer into the Cellar, and taking out the 
purloined Goods, put his unealy Cargo in the Room, 
and then march’d home. Mean while the Thieves 
were caroufmg, little dreaming what a Change they 
Ihould prefently find in their Sack. Little or no Mo* 
ney was found amongH them, and the Flitches were 
to anfwerthe full Reckoning, fo that they continu- 
ed drinking till they thought the Bacon was become 
an equivalent for the Wine they, had drank. 

One of them, who pretended to beSpokefnian, ad- 
drefling the Landlord, told him, That he mufi ex- 
cufe him and his Comrades for bringing no Money in 
their Pockets to defray, what they bad expended, ef- 
pc dally at fuch an unjeafor.ahle Time of bight, when 
Joe had been called out' of bis Bed to let them in ; 
but Landlord , in faying this , we have no D efign of 
doing you any l Prong, or drinking your Wine for no- 
thing. For if we cannot anfwer the Shot with the 
ready Ccle , we will make it up by an Exchange of 
Goods. Now we have got two Flitches of Bacon in a 
Cellar hard by, which will more than anfwer cur 
Expences, and if you care to have' them, they are at 
your Service, otherwife woe muf be obliged to leave 
l Ford with you where wc live , or you lay under a 
NeceJJity of trufting its till the I\ \rning, when , on 
fending any Body along With us, you may depend on 
receiving the Money « Gentlemen, lays the V intner, 
you are all nicer Strangers to me, for to my Eyes and 
Knowledge , I cannot jay I ever Jaw one of you be- 
fore ; but we will avoid making any Uneafmefs about 
my Reckoning: I do not care to pur chafe a Commodity 
1 never faw, or, as the faying is, to buy a Pig in a 
Poke : If the Flitches of Bacon , ycu fay you have, 
are good, I'll take them off your Hands , and quit 
Scores with y ou,fo they but anfwer ?ny Demands. Im- 
mediately one of them, who Lad drunk plenrifuller 
than the rek, faid he would go and fetch them, 
and accordingly coming into the Cellar, krove to 
hoill the. Sack up ; Zounds, fays he, why 1 think the 
Bacon s multiplied, or 1 am damnably deceived. What 
a Pox of a Load is here to gaul a Maids Shoulder's? 
Tom might well complain they were heavy , and by 
Gad, heavy and large ones they are, and the 
Vintner will have a rare Bargain of them ; much 
good go along with them, and fo faying, he lugs the 
Corpfe on his Shoulders to the Tavern. On coming 
to open the Mouth of the Sack, Lord, what a Sur- 
prize were all in to fee a Man's Head peep out. 
Mr. Dajh prefently knew the Lineaments of the 
deceafed’s Face, and cried out. Ton eternal Dogs, 
did you think to impofe a dead Corpfe on me for two 
Flitches of Bacon? Why, ycu Rafcais , this is the 
Body of Mr. Hamilton tire Lawyer, ar.d yen have 
murthcr d him, have you , you Mi fere arts ; but year 
Merits frail J'oon be Joundly rewarded. Til warrant 
ycu. At this all the fix were in the faddek Plight 
that could be imagined, nothing but Horror ard 
Difmay fat on their Looks, anU tbev really acpesir-. 
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cd as the guilty Perfons. But the Vintner, obferv- 
ing them buftling to get away, made fuch a thun- 
dering Noife of Mutherers, Murtherers, Murther- 
ers, that immediately all the Family were out of 
their Beds, and the Watch at the Houfe Door to 
know the Reafon of fuch an Alarm. The Thieves 
were inftantly convey’d to a Place of Durance for 
that Night, and in the Morning were fent to the main 
Prifon, when after a little l ime, they took their 
Trials, were found guilty (though innocent) of Mr. 
Hamilton % Death, ahd executed acordingly. 

Sawney came off very wonderfully from this Mat- 
ter, though neither his Wife’s Admonitions, nor 
his own frequent Affeverations to her to leave off 
his irregular Courfe of Life, were of any Force to 
make him abandon it; the Bent of doing ill, and 
living extravagantly, was too deeply rooted within 
him, ever to fuppofe now that any Amendment would 
come ; nay, he began to fhew himfelf a Monfter 
in Iniquity, and committed every Wickednefs that 
could exaggerate the Charafter of a m oft prophane 
Wretch. For ’tis impoftible to enumerate, much 
more to defcribe, the Quantity and Qualities of his 
Villanies, they being a Series of fuch horrid and in- 
credible Aftions, that the very inferring them here 
would only make the Reader think an Impofition 
were put upon him, in tranfmitting Accounts fo 
(hocking and glaring. The Money he had obtained 
of Mr. Hamilton was a dear Purchale ; it was foon 
play’d away with and confumed, which made him 
throw himfelf on other Shifts to fupport his Pockets ; 
to which End he vilited the Highway, and put 
thofe to Death who offered to oppofe him. His 
Character was too well known in the U'ejl of Scot - 
land y to want any further Information about him, 
which obliged him to retraft towards Edinburgh , 
where mec:ing with a Gang of his Profeffion, who 
knew him to be 'moft accomplifh’d in their Way, he 
was conftitutea Generaliflimo of their Body, and each 
Man had his particular Lodging in the City. But 
Sawney , who ever chofe to ad the principal Part in 
all Encounters, induftrioufty took Lodgings at a 
Houfe noted for entertaining Strangers, where he was 
not long in infinuating himfelf into their Acquaint- 
ance. Sawney , indeed had a moft artful Method 
to conceal the real Sentiments of his Mind, and hide 
his Aftions, which in a little Time fo gained upon 
the Belief of thefe Strangers, that they could not 
help taking him for one of the fincereft Men breath- 
ing; For it was his Cuftom fometimes to take them 
along with him two or three Miles out of the City 
to partake of fome handfome Dinner or Supper, when 
he was fure never to let them be at a Farthing Ex- 

J )ence, but gencroufly difeharge the Reckoning him- 
elf : The Defign of all this was to make his Ad- 
vantage of them, and force them to pay an extrava- 
gant Intcreft for the Money he had been out of 
Pocket in treating them : For conftantly were Perfons 
planted in one Place or other of the Road by his im- 
mediate Dire&ion, who fell uppn them as they re- 
turned to the City, and robbed them of what they 
had : But the Cream of all was, that to avoid Suf- 
picion they always made Sawney their frit Prize, and 
rifled him, who was fure in the Morning to obtain 
his own Lofs back again, and a Confide rable Share of 
the other Booty into the Bargain. 

Some time after this, our Adventurer, with two 
of his Companion?, meeting on the Road with three 
Citizens of Edinburgh , affronted them in a very au- 
dacious Manner, and threw fuch Language at them 
as plainly difeovered that either Death or Elood- 
fhed was near at Hand. He had the Impudence to 
tell the Perfon who feenied the genteeleft and heft 
dreft of the three, that the Ho tie he rode on was 


his, and had been lately ftolen from him, and tha 
he mult return it him : or elfe the Sword he w or 
fhould do him right. Sawney's Companions bega\ 
wich the others after the fame Manner, and woul< 
needs force them to believe that the Iiorfes the 
rid upon were theirs ; The Citizens, afloniftf d at thi 
grofs Piece of Impudence, endeavour’d to convinc 
them the Horfes rode on were their own, and the 
had paid for them, and wondered how they dur 
pretend to difpute an Affair which was fo eflentia 
ly wrong ; but thefe Words were far from havin 
any Effect on Cunningham , and the Citizens, in th 
Conclufion were forced to difmount and give thei 
their Horfes and Money into the Bargain, bein 
fomewhat fatisfted they had fuffered no worle Cor 
fequences, for Sawney , by this Time was drenche * 
in all Manner of Villany, and Bloodfhcd was no 
accounted a Trifle, fo little Value did he fet c 
the Lives of any Perfons. 

Sawney having run a merry Courfe of Roguery ar 
Villany in and about Edinburgh for fome Time, whe 


he made a confiderable Advantage to himfelf, fo th 
Fortune feem’d to have requited him for all the P 
verty and Want he had before endured, determin 
now to go home to his Wife, and fpend the Remai 
der of his Days agreeably with her, on the Acqui 
tions and Plunder he had made on his Countryme 
Accordingly he came to Glafgow , where, among 
few Acquaintance he converfed with, for he did r 
care to make himfelf too publick, he gave Signs 
Amendment, which ftruck thofe that knew him w 
fuch Aftoniftiment, that at firft they could hardly 
brought to believe it. One Ninght being in Bed w 
his Wife, they had a clofe Difcourfe together on 
their foregoing Life, and the good Woman expref 
an extraordinary Emotion of Joy at the feeming A1 
ration and Change in her Hulband ; (he could notin 
gine what Reafon to impute it to ; for fhe had be 
fo much terrified from Time to Time with his Barba 
ties, that fhe had no Room to think his Converfi 
was real ; neither, on receding on the many Rob! 
ries and Murthers he had committed, could fhe p 
fwade herfclf, that he could fo foon abandon his lia 
tious and wicked Courfes ; for fhe fuppofed, if his 
ter’d Conduct (as fhe thought) was real, it was mira< 
lous, and an original Piece of Goodnefs hardly to 
met with. The Sequel will prove that this Worn 
had better Notions of her Hufband, than the reft 
his Acquaintance, anil thofe that knew him, and tl 
fhe built all her Fears on a folid and good Foundadc 
The Proverb fays, What is bred in the Bone will nep 
be out of the Flejh ; and this will be remarkably ve 
fled in Cunningham , as we fhall endeavour to lhew 
its proper Place. For all the Signs he gave of an 
ter’d Condud, and all the plauiible Hints to redi 
his former miftaken Steps, were no other than only 
anuife the World into a good Opinion of him, that 
he might make his Advantage, through this pretend 
Converflon, with the greater Freedom and impunii — 
And he was not out in his Aim ; for it feems, whe 
ever he committed any thing flmfter, or to the Difr 
vantage of any of his Countrymen, and he was pitck 
on as the Tranfgreffor, the Town would lay. It co\ 
not be y for Mr . Cunningham was too much reclaw, 
from his former Courfes ever to give into them aga 
I fhall infert a very notable Adventure Sawney li 
with a Conjurer, or Fortune-teller ; To which Enc 
fhall trace it up from the Fountain-Head, and give i 
Readers the flrft Caufe that induced him to it. Wh 
Sawney was an Infam, he was put out to Nurfe t * 
poor Country woman in a little V ilLige a Mile or v 
out of Glafgow ; the Woman, as the Boy grew i 
could not help increaftng in her Love for him, and 
being an exceeding fnotty Child, would often fay 
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her Neighbours, Oh ! I Jhall fee this Lad a rich Man 
v , ( Day. This Saying coining to the Kars of his Pa- 
rents, they would frequently make themfelves merry 
with it, and thought no more of it, than as a pure 
Refult of the Nurfe’s-fondling. Sawney having en- 
•idi' d himfelf with the Spoils about Edinburgh , actually 
thought his old Nurie’s Words were verified, and fent 
01 her to give her a Gratification for her Prediction, 
iheeame, but Sawney had chang’d his Cloaths, fo 
that the poor Woman did not know him at firft. He 
.old her that he was an Acquaintance of Mr. Cunning- 
ham' s, who, on her coming, had order’d him to carry 
ler to Mr. Peterfon the Aitrologer’s, where fhe would 
)e fure to fee and fpeak to him ; for he was gone there 

0 get fome Information about an Affair that nearly 
oncerned him. The Nurfe and her pretended Con- 

» iuCtor goes to the Fortune-teller’s, where defiring Ad- 
aittance, Peterfon thought they were Perfons that 
I ranted his Aflillance, and bad them fit down, when 
awnfcy taking a Freedom w ith fhe Reverend old Gen- 
I lenun, as he was known to ufe with all Mankind, be- 
3 1 an to give an Harangue about Aflrology, and the 
' ludable Pra&ice of it. “I and this old Woman, 

1 fend he y are two of the moft accoinplifh’d Aftrolo- 
gers or Fortune-Tellers in Scotland ; but I would 
not. Reverend Sir, by io faying, feem to depreciate 
from your Knowledge and Underltanding in fo ve- 
nerable a Science : 1 came to communicate a fmall 
Affair to you, to the End, that not relying on my 
Judgment and this Woman’s, I might partake of 
yours. You are to know, Sir, that from fix Years 
of Age I have led a very untoward Life, and been 
guilty of many egregious Sins, too numerous to 
tell yoy at prefent, and what your Ears would not 
care to h&r ; for my Employment has been to lay 
with other Men Wives, make a Sharer of other 
People’s Money, bilk my Lodging, and ruin the 
Vintners ; for a Whore and a Bottle I have fold the 
twelve Signs in the Zodiack , and all the Houfes in. 
a Horofcope \ neither Sextile, Quartile, or Trine 
ever had Powder over me to keep my Hands out of 
my Neighbours Pockets ; and if I had not a pro- 
found Refpeft for the Perfons of my venerable 
Order and Profeffion, I fhould call Mercury the Af- 
cendant in the fourth Houfe at this Minute, to lug 
half a fcore Pieces of yours. By my exceeding 
deep Knowledge in Aflrology, I can perfectly ac- 
quaint all manner of Perfons, except myfelf, with 
every Occurrence of their Lives, and were it not to 
frighten yourfelf, I w ould conclude from the Ap- 
pearance and Conjunction of Saturn and Vulcan y 
that your Worfhip would be hanged for your Pro- 
feflion. But, Sir, tho’ Deitiny hangs this unfor- 
tunate Death over your Head, it is at* fome Diftance 
from it, and may be fome Years before it ltrikes 

4 you. 

“ Is it not farprizing that a Man fhall be able to 
' to read the Fates of Mankind, and not have any 
1 Pre-knowledgt of his own ? And is it not extremely 
‘ afflicting to think, that one who has done fo much 
P Good in his Generation, and afliited fo many Thou- 
1 finds to the Recovery of Things, that would have 
‘ been inevitably loll, without his Advice, fhould 
' come at laft to meet with an ignominious Halter, as 
4 a fit Recompence for his Services ? Good Heavens ! 

4 where is the Equity of all this ? Certainly, Sir, if 

* we are to meafure the Juitice of Things, by the 
4 Laws of Reafon, we mull naturally conclude that 
4 laudable and good ACtions deferve a laudable and 

* good Recompence ; but can hanging be faid to be 
4 this good Recompence ? No, but the Stars will 
4 have it fo, and how can Mankind fay to the con- 
c trary?” Cunningham paufed here a while, and the 
Vftrologer and old Nurfe wonder’d who in the Devil's 
Vame they had got in Company with. Mr. Peterfon 


could not help flaring, and well he might, at the Phy- 
fiogminy of our Adventurer, and, in Ipite of himfelf, 
began to be in a Pannick at his Words, which fo 
terribly frighten’d him. The Nurfe was in Expecta- 
tion of feeing Sawney come in every Minute, little 
dreaming the Perfon fhe was fo near was the Man fhe 
wanted. Cunningham' s Harangue was a Medley of In- 
coniiltencies and downright Banter : ’Tis true the Man 
had received tolerable Education in his Youth, and 
confequently might obtain a Jingle in feveral Sciences, 
as is evinced from the foregoing. 44 Well, venerable 
44 Sir, fays he t do not be terrified at my Words, for 
44 what cannot be avoided mult befubtnirted to. To 
44 put you out of your Pain, I’ll tell you a Story : A 
44 Gentleman had a Son who was his Darling, and 
44 confequently trained up in all the virtuous Ways 
44 that either Money could purchafe, or good Exam- 
44 pies teach. 'Fhe Youth it feems, took to a kind 
44 and laudab’e Courfe of Life, and gave promifmg 
44 Signs of making a fine Man; nor indeed were their 
44 Expectations deceived ; for he led a very exemplary 
44 Life of Prudence, excellent Conduct, and good 
44 Manners, which pleafed. the Parents fo much, that 
44 they thought every thing they could do for him 
44 too little. But the Mother, out of an inexpreffible 
44 Fondnefs for him, muft needs go to an Aflrologer, 
44 and enquire how the remaining Part of his Life muft 
44 fucceed. Accordingly the Horofeope is drawn, but 
44 a difrnal Appearance relults from it ; it acquaints 
44 the Mother that her Son fhall remain virtuous for 
44 two and thirty Years, and then be hanged. Mon- 
44 itrous and incredible, fays he , but I’ll take care to 
44 fecure him in the right Way '; or all my Care will 
44 be to no Purpofe. Well, the Family are all foon 
44 acquainted with this threatning Warning. The 
44 Perfon determined to be the Sacrifice, is already 
44 nine and twenty Years old, and furely they fuppoie 
44 they can eafily get the other three Years, when all 
44 fhall go well with their Kinfman. But what avails 
44 all the Precaution of Mankind ; this fame Son ob- 
44 tains a Commiffion of a Ship, goes to Sea, and, 
44 acting quite contrary to his Orders, turns Pyrate, 
44 and, in an Encounter happens to .kill a Man, for 
44 which, on his Return to his native Country, he is 
44 try’d, condemn’d and hang’d. What think yon 
44 of this, venerable Brother? Is not he a fad Inftanee 
44 of an over-ruling Influence of the Stars ? But not 
44 to prolong too much Time on a Difcourfe of this 
44 Nature, let us come to the Purpofe. You are now 
44 as I cannot do it myfelf, to tell me my Fortune, and 
44 this old Woman is to confront you if you tell me a 
44 Lie : There is no Excufe to be made in the Matter ; 
44 for by Heavens, cn your Refufal, I’ll eafe this Room 
44 of your damnable Trumpery, and fend you pack- 
44 ing to the Devil after them. Phefe IVords at ere 
44 enough to frighten any Man cut of his Senfes y nor 
44 could Peterfon a veil d if cover the Intention or Drift of 
44 his talkativo and uncafy Vifitant. What would you 
44 be at, fays the Vftrologer ? Why, do not you fee, 
44 what a Terror you have put that good Woman 
44 into, who trembles like an Afpen Leaf? I am not 
44 ufed, Friend, to have Perfonscome into my Houfe, 
44 and tell me to my Face, that I am to be hanged, 

44 and then to confirm it, as you pretend, tell me an 
44 old Woman’s Story of a Cock and a Bull, of a 
44 young Man that went to Sea, and was hanged for 
44 robbing, for which he certainly deferved the Punifh- 
44 ment he met with : As for telling your Fortune, 
44 I’ll be fo plainly with you, that you’ll fwing in a 
4< Halter as fure as your Name is Sawney Cunningham , 
44 Sawney Cunningham, quoth the Ma^rkc, nxho Jirait - 
44 way throwing her Arms about his Neck f began tit 
44 kifs him very eagerly , errd then looking eamejlly in 
44 his Face , cry'd aloud , O Laind ! And art thou 
44 Sawney Cunningham f Why. I thought thou come 

“ to 
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tl to be a great Man, thou was fuch a Snotty Lad ? 
u Do you fee now, fays Sawney, what a damnable 
ic Lie you have told me, in impudently acquainting 
t( me that I fhall be hanged, when my good Pro- 
t( phetefs here tells me, I am a great Man, for 
“ great Men never can be lunged. I do not care 
“ for what fhe fays nor you neither, for hanged 
“ you’ll be, and that in a Month’s Time, or elfe 

there never was a Dog hanged in Scotland. Prav, 
** Brother, how came you to know this without 

** confulting my Horofcope? Know it, why 

t( your very Condition tells me you have deferved 
“ hanging this dozen Years, but the Laws have been 
4 ‘ too favourable to you, elfe Mr. Hamilton's Death 
€t had been revenged before this Time ofDay. Now 
li to convince you of my feperior Knowledge in 
“ Aflrology, I mean, in telling how fir their In- 
“ fluence extends over any Man’s AClions, I will 
(< point to you the very Action and Perfons that 
** will bring you to the Gallows. This very Day 
** Month you fhall go (in fpite of all yout Forefight 
#< and Endeavours to the contrary) to pay a Vifit 
** to Mr. Hi Hi am Bean , your Uncle by the Mo- 
“ ther’s Side, who is a Man of an unblameable 
“ Chara&er and Converfation. Him fhall you kill, 

and affuredly behang’d.” Was there ever fuch a 
prophetick or divining Tongue, efpecially in thefe 
modern Days, heard of? For the Sequel will prefent- 
ly difeover how every Circumflance of this predic- 
tion fell out accordingly. Sawney, having obferved 
the Air of Gravity wherewith Mr. Peterfon deli- 
vered his Words, could not help falling into a ferious 
Reflection about them, and thinking the Place he was 
in not convenient enough to indulge the Thoughts 
)ie found rifing within him, abruptly left the For- 
tune-teller, and giving his old Nurfe five Shillings, 
returned home. 

But what does he determine on now ? After ha- 
ving ferioufly weighed on the feveral Particulars of 
Peterfon s Words, he could not for his Heart but 
think, that the old Man, in order to be even with 
him for telling him of being hanged, had only ferved 
him in his own Coin ; fo that after a few Hours 
every Syllable was vanifhed out of his Mind, and 
he refolved to keep up to his ufual Courfe of Life. 

King James 1. fitting on the Throne of Scotland 
at this Time, and keeping his Court at Edinburgh , 
the greatell Part of the Scotifh Nobility refided there, 
when our Adventurer ufed frequently to go to make 
the bed Hand he could of what Spoil he found there. 
The Earl of Inchequin , having a confiderable Poll 
under the King, and feveral valuable Matters be- 
ing under his Care, had a Centinel afligned, who 
conflantly kept Guard at this Lord’s Lodgings 
Door. Guards were not much in Fafhion at this 
Time, and about two or three hundred in the fame 
Livery were kept only on the Ellablifhment. 
v Cunningham having a Defire of breaking into 
this Minilier’s Lodgings, and having no Way fo 
likely to fucceed by, as to put on a Soldier’s Li- 
very, went in that Drefs to the Centinel, and after 
fome little Talk together, they dropt accidentally 
Into fome military Duty and Execife, which Cun- 
ningham fo well difplay’d, that the Centinel, feem- 
ing to like his Brother’s Notions, and fmile extra- 
ordinarily, it made Cunningham day a confiderable 
Time, till in the End he ask’d the Centinel to par- 
take of two Mugs of Ale, and put Six-pence into 
Hand to fetch them from an Alehoufe, at fome Dis- 
tance from his Poll, giving fome Reafon for it, that 
it was the bell Drink in the City, and none elfe 
could pleafe his Palate halt fo well as that. Here- 
upon the Centinel acquainted him, that he could 
not but know the Confequences that attended leav- 
ing his Poll, and that he had rather enjoy his Com- 


pany without the Ale, than run any Rifque by fetch- 


ing it. Oh I fays our Adventurer, I am not a Stran- I 
ger to the Penalties we incur on luch an ACtion, 
but there can no harm come of it, if 1 Hand in your‘ 
Place while you are gone. And with that the Cen- 
tinel gives Cunnivgha?n his Musket, and goes to the 
Place direct'd lor the Drink ; but, on returning, he 
mult needs fetch a Pennyworth of Tobacco from 
the fame Place, during which, fome our Adven- 
turer’s Companions were broke into the Lord’s 
Apartments, and had rifled the fame of Three Hun- 
dred Pounds Value. Cimningham was, however, fo 
generous as to leave the Centinel his Musket. The 
poor Soldier returns in expectation of drinking with 
his Priend, and enjoying Ids Company fome Time 
longer ; but alas 1 the Bird is fled, and lie is taken 
up to anfwer for his forth coming, and committed 
Talbooth Prifon, where he was kept nine Month 
in very heavy Irons, and had only Bread and Wa- 
ter allowed him to fubfilt on. At length he is tri- 
ed, condemned and hanged. Thus did feveral in- 
nocent Perfons fuller Death for that which ought 
to have been the Portion of our Adventurer. W< 
draw on to his lall Scene now, which lhall be dif- 
patch’d with all the Brevity we are Mailers of. 
Sawney having thus efcaped fo many Dangers, 
and run through fo many Villanies with Impunity, 
mull needs go to his Uncle Bean's Houfe, whe 
was a very good Chriilian, and a reputable Man. 
as we have before bbferved, to pay him a Vifit. 
with no other Defign than to boaft to him of hi: 
late Succefles, and how Fortune had repaired the In 
juries his former MifconduCt and Remiflhefs he hac 
done him. 

He went, and his Uncle with his moral Franknefs, 
bade him fit down, and call for any Thing hi^Houft 
could aiford him. “ Nephew, fays he, I have defl 
“ red a long Time to fee an Alteration in your Con- 

dud, that I might fay I had a Nephew worthy 0 : 

“ my Acquaintance, and one to whom I might leave 
** my EJlate, as deferving of it ; but I am acquaintec 
“ from all Hands, that you go on worfe and worfe 
“ and rather than produce an Amendment, abandor 
“ yourfelf to the worft of Crimes. I am always wil- 
tc ling to put the belt Interpretation I can upon Peo- 
“ pie’s Conduct ; but when fo many frelh Report! 
t( come every Day to alarm my Ears of your Extra 
“ vagances and profufe Living, I cannot help con- 
“ eluding but that the greatell Part of them are true 
<( I will not go about to enumerate what I hav( 

“ heard, the Difcovery of Miltakes only ferving tc 
“ increafe one’s Uneafincfs and Concern. But me 
“ thinks if a good Education, and handfome Fortune. 

{t and a beautiful and loving Wife could have dont 
£C any Service with refpeft to the reclaiming you, 

“ fhould have fetn it before now. Your Wife ha‘ 
“ been an indulgent and faithful Friend to yon in al 
“ your Misfortunes, and the low ell Employment ii 
“ Life, could you but have confin’d yourfelf, would! 
“ have proved more benefici: 1, and fecured your Cha-;’ 
“ racier, and the Eileem of your Family and Friend, <* 
“ better than the Ways you now tread in. I an: 
“ fenfible my Advice is infignificant, and Men of my 
ct declining Years are little valued or thought of by 
“ the younger Sort, who, in this degenerate Age 
“ think none wifer than themfelves, and are above 
“ Correction or Reproof. Come, Nephew, Provi* 
“ dence may allot you a great many Years more to 
“ run, but let them not be luch as thofe already pall, 
lt if Heaven fhould grant you the Indulgence. If J 
“ could build any Hopes on a good Foundation, that 
“ you would yet repent, methinks I could wifh to 
“ have Vigour and Strength to live to fee it ; for what 
“ my Satisfaction would be then, none are able to de- 
“ clare, but luch only are in the like Cale with 

11 my fell 
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< mvfelf. Oar Family has maintain’d an unfpotted 

I < Cnaracler in this City for fome hundred of Years, 
,< an( i fhoald you be the firll to caft a (lain upon it, 
* what will Mankind or the World fay. You may 
• depend chat the Load of Infamy will be thrown on 
‘ your B ick, for all who know, or have heard the 
< leail of us, will clear us of the Dilhonour, as know- 
< jog how well you were educated, how handfomely 
* fitted out for the World, and how well you might 
« have done. If Fame fays true, you are to be 
4 charged with Mr. Hamilton % Death ; but I cannot 
* bring myfelf to think, you would ever be guilty'of 
‘ fo in on lira us and Impiety. It feems he had been 
< your Benefactor, and feveral confiderable Sums of 
4 Money he had gjven you, in order to retrive your 
1 lnfl Circumftances ; but was to give him his Death 
‘ the Way to recompcnce him for his Kindnefs ? Fie 
1 on’t. Not Pagans or the word of Infidels would 
: repay their Benefactors with fuch Ufage ; and fhall 
; we Chriltians, who bond fo much above them, 
dare to do that which they abhor from their Souls ? 
It cannot be, Nephew, but all Thoughts of Huma- 
nity and Goodnels are banifh’d from your Mind, 
otherwife fome TinClure would dill have remained 
of Chritlian Principles, that would have told you, 
you were highly indebted to that good and eminent 
Lawyer’s Bounty. I am more difFafive on this 
Head, becaufe it requires a particular Difquifition ; 
neither midake me in this Matter, for I am not de- 
termin’d to reap up Things to the World, in order 
to blacken your Character more than ’tis already, 
nor to bring you under Condemnation ; only repent 
and lead a foberer Life for the time to come, and 
all the Wifhes and Expectations of your Friends and 
Family are then fully anfwered. Fird endeavour to 
reconcile your Paflions to the Standard of Reafon, 
and let rhat divine Emanation conduCt you in every 
Action of your future Life, fo will you retrieve the 
Time you have loll, patch up your broken Repu- 
tation, be a Comfort to your Family, and a joy 
to all who know you. Ill Actions feem pleating 
in their Commillion, becaufe the Perfons that purfue 
them have fome Aim of Advantage in doing them ; 
but let me tell you there is nothing in the World 
like a virtuous Purfuit, tho’ the Roud is befet with 
Tliorns and Briars, but there are inexpreflible De- 
lights and Pleafures in that Wildernefs, which not 
all the Vices in the World can balance. This Ex- 
hortation probably may be the lad that may come 
from my Lips ; but indeed you have need of Ad- 
vice every Moment, and want the Leading-drings 
of a Child, yet neither want you Senfe or Uuder- 
danding : How comes it then you make fuch bad 
Ufe of them ? Are not all the miferable Cataftro- 
phes of profufe and wicked Livers, fufheient to de- 
ter you from your licentious Courfe of Life? If 
Gibbets and Gallows could have any Influence on a 
Mind, unlefs lod to all Senfe of Goodnefs, certainly 
the melancholy Ends fo many monthly make here, 
fhould be a means of opening your Eyes and re- 
el ;iming you. But, alas! the Wound 1 fear is too 
; deep, and no Medicines can now prevail ; your 
Enormities are of fuch an egregious Dye, that no 
Water cm wafh it out. Well, if neither the cruel 
I Confequcnces of an iniquitous and mifpent Life, 

1 nor all the Advice which either your Friends and 
1 Relations can give you ; if good Examples, Terrors 
or Death cannot awaken you from your profound 
! Lethargy and Inactivity of Mind, I may well fay 
‘ your Cafe is exceedingly deplorable, and what for 
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“ my Part I would not b% involved in For ten thoufand 
“ Worlds. You cannot furely but know what yon 
<c have to depend on now your Friends and Relations 
“ abandon you, for you are lliled a Murderer i and a 
“ Man that has once dipt his Hands in Blood, can ne* 
<c ver expert Enjoyment of any Felicity either in this 
“ or the next World ; for there is an internal Senfa- 
“ tion called Confcience, which brings an everlallincr 
“ Sting along with it, when the Deeds of the Body 
“ are heinous and black. Indeed fome may pretend to 
llifle their Iniquities For a confiderable TIrW, but 
“ the Pa ufe is but fhort ; Confcience breaks thro* all 
“ the Barriers, and prefents before the Eyes of the 
“ guilty Perfon his Wickednefs in frightful Colours. 
“ What would not fome give to be relieved of their 
racking Nights and painful Moments ; when freed 
t€ from the Amufements of the Day, they lie down to 
Roll, but cannot. ’Tis then that Providence thinks 
“ fit to give them a Fore call e of thofe Severities even 
in this Life, which will be Millions of times in- 
“ creafed in the next.” Here the good old Man ifiued 
a Flood of Tears, which Pity and CompalTion had 
forced from his Eyes, nor could Sawney forbear Ihed 
ding a Tear or two at hearing ; but it was all Pre 
tence, and an Imitation of the Crocodile ; for he was 
determin’d to take ’this reverend old Gentleman out 
of the World to get Pofleffion of his Eftate, which, for 
want of Male IiTue, was unavoidably to devolve upon 
him after his Death. With this View, after he had 
made an End of his Exhortation, he Heps up, and 
without once fpeaking, thrufts a Dagger to his 
Heart, and fo ended his Life. Thus fell a venerable 
old Uncle for pronouncing a little feafonable Advice 
to a Monller of a Nephew, who finding the Servant 
Maid come into the Room at the Noiie of her Ma- 
iler’s falling on the Floor, cut her Throat from Ear to 
Ear, and then to avoid a Difcovery being made, fets 
fire to the Houfe, after he had rifled it of all the valu- 
able Things in it ; but the Divine Vengeance was re- 
folved not to let this barbarous Act go unpunifh’d : 
for the Neighbourhood obfervinga more than ordinary 
Smoke ifluing out of the Houfe, concluded it was on 
fire, and accordingly unanimoufly joined to extinguifh 
it ; which they effectually did, and then going into the 
Houfe, found Mr. Bean and his Maid inhumanly mur- 
ther’d. Our Adventurer was got out of the way, and 
no one could be found to fix thefe Cruelties upon ; but 
it was not long before Juitice overtook Cunninghdm y 
who, being impeach’d by a Gang of Thieves that had 
been apprehended, and were privy to feveral of his 
Villainies, he was taken up and committed a clofe 
Prifoner to the Talbooth, where fo many Witr.efles 
appeared againlt him, that he was condemn’d and 
hang’d for his Tricks at Leigh , in Company with the 
fame Robbers that had fworn againlt him. 

This was the Cataflrophe of this Man, who deferv- 
ed the Fate he lufFered long before it happened. We 
have not given o«r Readers a great many Adventures 
of his, becaufe they were commonly attended with 
Bloodlhed, an Account of which only prefents feveral 
melancholy Ideas to the Reader : But we have this to 
fay, that we have far exceeded Capt. Smith's Narra- 
tive of him. When he went to the Place of Execu- 
tion, he betray’d no Signs of Fear, nor feemed any 
way daunted at his approaching Fate : As he lived, io 
he died, valiantly and obllinatcly to the Jail, unwill, 
ing to have it faid, that he, whofe Hand had been the 
In it rumen t of fo many Murther*, proved pufil lum- 
inous at the lull. 



7 


86 


A General History oj 


The LIFE of WALTER TRACEY. 
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| H I S Perfon was the younger Son of a Gen* 
tleman, worth Nine Hundred Pounds per 
Annum , in the County of Norfolk. He was 
fent to the Univerfity to qualify him for Divinity, 
and had a Hundred and Twenty Pounds left him by 
his Father when he died : But his Studies not ^ha- 
ving a Relilh plcafing enough to his Mind, and his 
Ekate being too little to fupport his Extravagancies, 
he, to uphold himfelf in his profufe Expences, would 
now and then appear well accoutred on the High- 
way, and make his Colle&ions. But happening once 
to rob fome Perfons who knew him, he was oblig- 
ed leave the College, and dire&ly went down into 
Ckejbire , where he put himfelf into the Service of 
a wealthy G raker in the Country. Tracey , having 
an excellently well-fhaped Body, and a Face that 
had Power to draw a thoufand Admirers after it, 
foon found the Country a pleafanter Scene of Life, 
than the wrangling and dull College. He had a gen- 
teel Air and Mien, and a hundred Liberties were 
given him by his Maker, which the other Servants 
in the Family were not allowed to take: The old 
Fainer and his Wife, with their Daughters (for Sons 
they had none) would divert themfelves, after the 
Labour of the Day, with hearing our ruilick Gentle- 
man play on the Violin, which he did with admi- 
rable Skill and Sweetnefs. His kne Perfon and Face 
foon gain’ 1 him Followers, and Tracey was not infen- 
fible to Love, for if ever Man had Opportunity of 
indulging his Paifion that way, certainly he had ; for 
whenever he took his mufical Inllrument into the 
Meadows or Pakures, he was fure to be furrounded 
with a Crowd of buxom Lakes, among whom fome 
had Beauty enough to make his Wifhes rife. There 
was a fprightly brown Girl, who was his conkant 
Hearer, that feem’d to touch his Pleart more than 
the rek ; fhe would walk by his Side from Field to 
to Field, nay, accompany him into Caves and So- 
litudes, where fhe would liken with Admiration of 
his Mufick, Tracey employ'd thefe Moments to 
promote his Suit ; for the Lafs was none of the 
fairek, yet had a charming Body, and a Delicacy in 
the plain Delivery of her Words that was irrefiki- 
ble. Tracey durk not make an open Difcovery of 
the real Intention of his Mind, (or fear of fpoiling 
all the Adventure ; he was convinced fhe admired his 
Mufick, and nothing but the Notion of Mufick, he 
thought, would gain upon her’ So he tells her he 
has another Inkrument that would afford the fweetek 
Melody upon Earth, and that his Violin was no more 
to kand in Competition with it, than a y^w’s Harp 
with the Organ of their Church. The Girl is ra- 
viih’d till fhe hears it, and begs him a thoufand 
Times to bring it to-morrow to the Cave they were 
in, which Tracey complies with, and fo they part 
for that Night. The Female Lover, .you may bc- 
fure, had little Rek till the Time appointed came ; 
nothing but Flarmony, and Melody, and Enchant- 
ment fill’d her Thoughts fhe longs to fee Tracey and 
his new Inkrument, which lhall not be long before 


fhe has her Satisfaction accomplifh’d. Both meell »jt: 
the Cave, and both have different Views ; the < p H 
is at Lofs kill how to behave in fo critical a Mini ^ 
and the other importunes him to produce the ink • 
ment and play upon it. I’ve brought the Ink t 
ment, my Dear, along with me, which for its fil { 


Melody exceeds every thing you ever faw or he. 
of : But I muh acquaint you, before I fhew it, t 
it is no Compofition either of Wood or Horn, 
that its Harmony proceeds from the Members of 
Body. The unpradifed Girl was fo fimple as 
imagine, that from Gekures and Movements of 
Bones of his Bodr, fome agreeable Harmony wo 
proceed, or that his Hand by kriking on the ot 
Parts of his Body will raife a tranfporting Sou 
Come, my dear Girl, fays he, the Harmony t 
proceeds from my new Inkrument, cannot be rai 
without your Aifikance, and therefore if you h: 
a Defire of receiving Pleafure, you muk neceffai 
be at fome Pains yourfdf > for ’tis a Talk bey( 
my fingle Reach to perform, and I beg you'll g 
me Aid in it — If it is fo, reply’d kie, let us 
what it is, and inkrutt me in the Manner I am 
. a£t. Upon this, Tracey clafped her in his Ar; 
and with great Eagernefs embraced her, and then 
fered to accompliHi the rek. Oh fie, fays fhe, } 
are going to wrong me, let me alone, I can 
fuffer fuch Ufage ; you prefs my Break too clo 
fie upon it, then, what's this you mean ? — Do 
be fearful, my Girl, there’s no harm, I'll affi 
you in the Cafe ; — For the Harmony and Melody 
to conceiv’d ; and the ending will be much m 
pleafing than the beginning-— She feels the tingl; 
Pleafure, and fwoons away, but foon recovering . 
raptur’d Senfes, and feeing Tracey rifing up, 
afk’d him, what ] have you done t already ? you h; 
but jult this Minute begun; fie, you baulk a Bo 
of the Pleafure I expeiled — Indeed, fays Tracey, 
imagined the Thing would do you no Damage, l 
that you would have fuch a longing Appetite, or.i 
you had found the Melody out, as to wiki for 
again — -Ay, truly, Paid fhe, ’tis the bek Mufick 1 
World, and I’ll come hither any Night to enjoy f 1 
from you, but 'tis fo ihort, though I could r 
hear it, yet I felt an unaccountable Sweetnefs tl 
warm’d all my Blood; pry* thee, what cannot y] 

begin it again 1 can do that, anhvered he, b 

I had a Mind to give you a Take before- hand, | 
fee how you liked it ; fuch extraordinary Things I 
this are rare, very rare, my Dear, and too mu 
Repetiton but cloys us : And, beiides, fvveet Me 
is not always fo laid on the Stomach ; you are fe 
fible, my Dear, that the Mufick and Harmony 
our own two Bodies moving together, are inexprt 
fible, and that during the Raptures which they ; 
forded, all our Senfes were loft— ^That’s very tru 
fays fbe, butmethinks I’ve a longing Defire to taf 
once more of this divine Pleafure — and faying, the 
fell to it again, which Tracey performed with mo 
Vigour than at firit. 
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The young Woman having had a Foretafte of this 
<;\v Inilrument of our Adventurer's, returned home 
cceedingly well pleafed, and could not help the 
2 Xt Night (he got among fome of her Female Ac- 
laintance, to take one of them afide, and acquaint 
with the Satisfaction Mr. Blundel the Grafter’s 
Un had given her, by nis pleading Words, but more 
eoling Harmony, which flo»ved from a new Inllru- 
ent different to his Violin. Upon this, both feemM 
] melt together, and the Acquaintance afk’d her, if 
' e might not be allowed to enjoy the fame Liber- 
as iierfelf, which the other faid Ihe might do, 
id accordingly both determined to meet our Ad- 
:nturer at die Cave, who was previoufly acquainted 
ith their Defign, Tracey was pleafed to think his 
s Humour Ihould be fo variously gratified, and ra- 
er than not keep touch with his Inamorates, would 
ve facriflc’d all he had in the World. Every one 
st at the Cave at the appointed Time, but, Mea- 
ns ! What a Difference appeared between the two 
luntry Girls. The new Acquaintance had nothing 
fet her off, which might lland in Competition 
til the Brown Maid, and Tracey was fo far from 
miring, that he entertained at f.rd View, an utter 
/erfion not only to her Perfon, but the Enjoyment 
her Body. But how to be rid of this Incon- 
nience was the Queftion ; and abfolutely to re- 

1 one or the other might endanger his Happinefs 
th the Brown Maid. Betwixt thefe he was in 
ne Perplexity, but to extricate himfelf out of the 
ire, he acquainted them he was forry he could not 
itify them according to their Expectations, but 
illy he was indifpos’d, and the Parts of his Body 
compofe the Harmony wilh’d for, were fo much 
t of Order with the Fatigues of the Day, that he 

obliged to defire them they would forbear ma- 
ig any more Importunities about it then, and he 
uld certainly crown their Satisfaction the next 
ght; the Girls could not forbear murmuring, and 
■m’d extraordinary uneafy ; but at laid, Arivmg to 
mbat their Diforder at his feeming Refufal, return- 
home, and leit Tracey to go another Way. A 3 

2 Girls returned, the Acquaintance began to im- 
rtune her, what, in the Name of the Stars, this 
irmony was fhc had brought her to hear, that Ira- 
; was fo fond of, not to let her hear it. Upon 
is the Brown Girl, out of her native Simplicity, 
quainted her as well as Ihe could, with the Man- 
r of .our Adventurer’s playing ; concluding, that 

all her Life, fhe had never experienced luch a 
saling and enchanting Piece of Diverfion. The 
cquamtance, from the Language and Difcovery of 
r Companion, drawing a l ight Judgment howMat- 
T5 had gone, told her, that file was forry to think 
e had betrayed lo much ignorance and folly 5 for 
hat Tracey had done was no more than any other 
iiti could, and it was too much to extol him for 
becauie Ihe herfelf, about four Years before, had 
ceived as much, or mere Pleafure in the fame Way, 
am her Father’s Man Arthur , and therefore Ihe 
:ed not think ihe had obliged her in bringing her 
Tracey's Cave, fmee he had no better Capacity 
at way than their Man Arthur ; for had ihe known 
e Errand had been only about that, ihe would have 
)t Arthur to perform his Mufick with her, in or- 
;r to fee the Difference, who, ihe allured her, 
ould have gratified her without making Scruples, or 
etending indifpofltion. * And the next Time you 
e him, Jet me advife you to tell him, that he has 
ronged your Virginity, and, unlefs he will make 
me Reparation for it, convince him by Threats 
id Menaces, that your Father ihall know his vil- 
inous Defigns, and that you can tell how to re- 
mge an Injury. For if you do not follow my Di- 


rection herein, I myfelf will do his Bufinefs, and 
ihew him that a neglected Woman, when rouz’d 
up to Refentment, can execute uncommon Things. 
What, added ihe, my Perfon was not lovely as yours, 
nor had my Face an Equality of Charms, but I’ll 
make him quit Scores with me, or I’ll know why. 
You, my Dear, may pleafe yourfelf with as extra- 
ordinary Notions as you pleafe, but for my part, I 
cannot help entertaining fuch an Averfion to his Bafe- 
nefi and ingratitude, that, of all Men living, he 
lealt fets in my Thoughts. He’s handfome, you’lll 
probably fay, and has a delicate Face, what’s this 
to the Purpofe ? There are more fuch in the World , 
and, obferve, he’s a great deal inferior to you. But 
why ihould 1 name inferiority, whan I myfelf have 
been guilty of the fame indulgence, at a far younger 
Age than you. Such was the Difcourfe as thefe two 
went home together, and a thorough Refentment 
feemed to bfc working up for what Tracey had done, 
who was out of the Way of hearing ; or elfe he 
had reconciled the uneafy Parties by proffering to 
them the utmoll Submiflion. 

Lord, fays the Brown Girl; what a Work you 
friake ? If Tracey had no Deiire of making his pleafing 
Harmony with you, and that I obtained the Prefe- 
rence, can you blame the Man, let every Perfon exer- 
cife his Faculties as he thinks proper, for I cake it, 
where the humour or inclination is obitru&ed, there 
can be no Enjoyment of Happinefs, and it would be a 
Pity to make a Man of Tracey's good Nature do a 
Tiling which is againd his Appetite. You may de- 
fend him as you pleafe, but obferve by the Way, that 
e’re ten Months are pall, you may probably have an 
Harm on ill of your own to play with, and then fay hoW 

will it Hand with you Why, anfwer’d the other, 

exceeding well, for were it to be done over again, I’d 
rather be thus pleafmgly deceived again by Tracey , 
than all other Men in the World. For it can be no 
Scandal to bear a Child by an handfome Fellow, and 
all the Country Laffes about us will agree with me in 
this, and fuppofing People Ihould cenlure, Til never 
diflurb myfelf, or break my Rcpofe about it, but 
rather impute it to Envy, becaufe the fame good' 
Fortune has not happened to them. As to your ob* 
je&ing to mean Harmonill before ten Months are pall, 

I hope I Ihall fee myfelf another long before that Time, 
which will not only be extreme Satisfaction to myfelf, 
but to my Parents alfo, and rather than be deprived of 
Tracey's pleafing Comp.my, I’ll promote a better Un- 
derllanding between him and me, with my antient 
Father, whom I’ll bring over to a Confent of giving 
me in Marriage to him ; when all the Expeflations I 
have a long Time entertained in my Bread will be 
amply rewarded, and then the Brown Lafs will be ac- 
counted the happielt Woman and Wife in the whole 
Parilh. 

For Tracey , I am told for Certain, is a Gentleman, 
though at prefent only in the Capacity of a menial 
Servant to my Father. The Difcoarfe ending here, 
they both went home, and on the Brown Girl’s re- 
turning to her Father’s, Ihe found Tracey fitting under 
an Arbour with her Father and Mother, and diverting 
them with feveral comick Tales and Stories. This 
made^er make ohe of the Company, but foon Ihe dif- 
coveredan extraordinary Ple’afure in her Countenance, 
which the Parents attributed to the Influence of Tra- 
cey's Difcourfe,’ in which they were no bad Prophets. 
All that Night the Girl could take no Sleep, but her 
Head ran on the great Pleafure Tracey had given her. 
As foon as it was Morning Ihe took him afide, and 
blamed him heavily for refuting to yield the fame Har- 
mony to her Acquaintance as he had done to her ; 
which he endeavoured to excufe, by telling her how 
impoflible it was to give to another the fame Satisfaction 
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as he fiad done her, confidering the vafl Inequality of 
Perfons betwixt them ; that the Charms of her Face 
were as fuperior to thofe of her Acquaintance, as the 
Radiance of a Star excelled the t'lame of a Candle ; 
that he had too long been in Love with her Perfon, to 
let another Share his AfFeftion ; and how could the o- 
ther expeft, who was fo much uglier than her, to be 
gratified in the fame Manner ? Let me advife you, 
lays he, for the future, to confine yourfelf to me ; 
who will conflantly ufe you in the fame extraordinary 
Manner as I have already done. And though the le- 
cret Place of our meeting has been difeovered by your 
Means, yet, never fear, I’ll find another more fuitable 
for our Turn, where we may heighten this Harmony 
a great deal more. Thefe Words revived the Erown 
Girl extremely, who could not but admire the win- 
ning Words of our Adventurer, and fix her Love 
upon him. 

It was necelTary to think now that the Acquaintance 
muft be difearded, who faw it, and confequently was 
violently enraged. At firil fhe began to fpread Re- 
ports no way to our Adventurer’s Advantage, and got 
it divulged in his Mailer’s Family that his Defigns 
were difhonourable, and only calculated to ruin the 
Reputation and Chaftity of her Daughter. But this 
was the worfl Way in the World to proceed with Ru- 
Jiicus, who was too much a Lover of our Adventurer, 
to form in his Breaft a fudden Averfion to him; neither 
had he any Reafon to raife a Mifunderftanding between 
them ; for Tracey had managed his Cards with great 
Dexterity, and always took care fo to contrive his 
Matters, that no bad Confequences might be gather’d 
from them. The old Man was entirely devoted to 
him on account of his gay and humourous Difpofition, 
which ferved to eafe his Mind and Body after the Fa- 
tigues of the Day were over ; nor was the Grafier’s 
Wife (who was a confiderable Number of Years 
younger than her Hufband, being his fecond Wife) 
lefs taken with the handfome Mien and winning Con- 
verfation of our Adventurer : We fhall have occafion 
to mention a very comical Adventure between Tracey 
and this Woman prefently. 

Tracey finding tbe Inclination of the Grafier his 
Mailer fo much attach’d to his Advantage, that all 
the Reports fpread to ruin his Credit with him, were 
not able to prevail, and that his Miilrefs join’d in the 
. fame Friendfhip for him, was extremely pleafed, and 
thought one Opportunity or other would foon be 
thrown into his Hands, to make a further Benefit of 
his Journey to Chejhire y than the obtaining the Good- 
will of a Score of Country Girls. But he foon found 
himfelf involved in a very troublefome Affair, which 
fenfibly touch’d him, and out of which he had a great 
deal of Work to extricate himfelf. 

The fecond Wife of the Grafier, on weighin in her 
Mind the Difference there was between the old fumb- 
ling Hufband and our Adventurer, who was young and 
fprightly, could not, after fhe had receiv’d a Foretafle 
of Pleafure from him, be reconciled to leave him, but 
fondly betrayed anexceffive Defire for him. Her con- 
jugal AfFeftion began by degrees to turn off from the 
old Grafier, who was too good-natur’d a Man to im- 
pute any Difhonelly to his Wife, for fear of creating 
Jealoufies and Alarms in his Family, which he naturally 
abhorr’d, being a Man who loved Peace, and had 
liv’d quietly till then. Tracey had flill Generofity e- 
nough left not to violate the Bed of his Mafler any 
longer, for what he had already done, was at the ear- 
nell Importunities of the Wife, who was always team- 
ing him to a Compliance. But the Miflrefs had too 
little Beauty to infpire a Man of our Adventurer’s 
Gaiety and Temper with Love ; and, befides, her 
frequent Intreaties and fulfome Dalliancies with him, 
when her HufhamJ was out of the Way, made him 
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quite averfe and naufeatc her. However, though v 
\s as plain by his Conduft, that he had not that Affec 
tion for her which fhe warned, yet Ihe would not de- 
fill, but feemed rather the more inclined to win him 
over. 

One Saturday her Hufband being gone to Market 
fhe finding all ti.e Family at tneir Employments, ex 
cept Tracey , fhe took him to talk, ; nd alk’d the Rea 
fon of his Teeming Coldnefs. // hat, lays fhe, do yo 
defpife my Perfon , who can be of fa much Advantage t 
you,? If 'bat think you ? Suppofutg the c/d Man Jhoul 
die y of which thtre is fame Probability , would not thi 
Farm and the Stock upon it y and my Perfon into tl 
Bargain y be an equal Rccvmpenec for your Love. /’> 
forty , Trace)", to think I faould humble myfelf thus fa 
to make Declarations of Love to one fo much bene At 
me; but 1 tis the Misfortune of fame ff'emen, and tit 
cannot help it. 1 uu have given me a Foretajle of Ft 
joyment y and novo decline gratify me any further 
which makes me long the more . Had 1 never fee n yoi 
Perfon y or been fo much acquainted with your Con vet 
fation y 1 had never been the Fool I now make tnyfelj 
but the Remedy is pafa Cure unleft you apply the Med 
cinc y for ’ tis you alone that can heal mc y and recov\ 
all my Hopes . 

Tracey was confounded at this Speech, and kne 
not what to anfwer. Here weie Circumilances tli 
both pointed at his Advancement, and yet threat™ 
him with Confequences prejudical to his Repofe. Ti H 
Farm and the Stock upon it were worth a confident j ,fl 
Sum of Money, which laid out prudently, might a Ip 
fwer all the Purpofes of his Life ; but then his Miflri p 
cool’d his Purfuit ; he could fee nothing in her th 1 
was either amiable or pleafing, lor befides her Tei 
per, which was none of rhe bell, fhe had feveral Bf^ lf 
lefts in her Body, which together made him uttei ? 
hate her : Yet that the Correlpondence between th< jf 
might not be broke, he endeavoured to infinuatt |> 
Teeming Kindnefs, though in Reality, he had mu > 
ado to comply with himfelf to perform it. He t(l 1 & 
her, “ That he fhould from that Time, owe her i 
“ finite Thanks, for making a Declaration of Lc 
“ to him, which his Ambition could never have ft I ftac 
“ tered him with : That lie had nothing to objeft I 
“ gainll fatisfying their mutual Defires, but her Hi P 5 
“ band, who while alive, would be an eternal Im] 

“ diment to their Wifhcs: That lie look’d on viol 
“ ting his Bed as the groffeil Abufe in the World, a 
“ could not, confidering the Rcfpeft he bore him, 

“ brought to confent to fo notorious an Injury, tl 
“ he hoped fhe would think on his Conduft in t 
“ Refpeft a* Praife- worthy, and not to be blami 
“ fince, after his Deceafe, he was ready to join Hai 
** with her, and be her Partner in her Pleafures a 
“ Pains: That, to confefs his Mind, her Daught 
“ in-law would make a more fuitable Match, not tl 
“ he, by fo faying, endeavoured to depritiate frt 
“ her, but their Years were more conformable, i 
“ it was more natural, that like and like fhould 
“ link’d together. However, rather than difobl r 
“ her by an abfolute Refulal, he would conlent^ 

“ embrace her once more, and would be ready to 
“ ceivc her iliac Night in his Chamber.” 

If any 'Filing in the World ever gave Woman Pi 
fure, thefe Words certainly did the Grafier’s W 
who was fo much tranfported with Tracey's plenl 
Offer, that fhe had great Difficulty to contain 1 
felf till the Time of Affignation came, till when ev, 
Moment lcem’d an Hour. But Madam will de; 
pay for this Appointment ; for Tracey , acquaint) 
in the mean Time, the Goatherd and Swineherd, I I 
that every Night a Spirit tormented him, defired tl \ 
to watch that Night in his Room to bear him C(| 
pany : The Fellows were terrified at the Relation, i 
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jy no Means could be brought to confent, till Tracey 
relling them they fhould come to no harm, and or- 
1 iering each to bring a Bundle of Rods to whip the 
3 hoii, they give tneir Confent, and laid they would 
oine ; the Fellows concluded from Tracey's Words 
bout the Rods, that there was fome Sport on Foot 
hat would give them Entertainment enough, which 
nade them ready to embrace going. Tracey told 
hem, that as foon as the Spirit appeared, they were 

0 fill to exercifing their Rods, which would make 
retire, and probably never haunt his Chamber more. 

ill Things were now in a right Preparation, Tracey 

1 Bed, and the other two Servants polled behind it : 
: was not long before the Miftrefs came in, in her 
nock,, having double lock’d the Door of her Hus- 
ind’s Chamber, who was fill nfleep, to prevent 
s ludden fui prizing them together, provided he 
ik'd and found her miffing. As ,oon as lhe was 
itred, the two Men rufht out with the Rods in their 
inds from their Poll, and icourged the poor Wo- 
an unmercifully ; who durll not make any Noife 
\ her Husband fhould over-hear, and alarm the 
Dafe ; but when fhe found them fo far from defining 
>m their Stiipes, that they laid on the heavier, fhe 
uld not reiirain her Tongue any longer, but call- 

I r out Murder, fo alarmed the Family, that the old 
I m immediately waking out of his Sleep, wondered 

I tat was the Matter : He put on his Cloaths to go 

I I fee what it was that made fuch a Noife; but For- 
t e at firft directed him into Yard ; fill he liftned, 
2l ilill he heard the Noife, and at Iail found that it 
t ie from Tracey's Chamber. Up-Stairs he goes di- 
r tly, but hi Wife, in the interim, got to Bed. On 
£ aing into the Chamber the Fellows hid themfelves 
a >efore, and afking our Adventurer what was the 
ft aning of all that Noife, was anfwer’d, that he 
n ;ht take his Houfe to himfelf; for he would not 
h lamper’d and beat about by Spirits as he had been, 
f 5 the belt Place in England. Spirits, fays the old 
ft n ! Ah, dear Mafter, Spirits, and fo faying, the 
F ows came fuddenly upon him, and pulling down 
k Breeches, gave him the fame Ledure as they had* 
die his Wife. But the Grafier was not contented 

this Ufage, but lifting up his Hands, he poured 
nu heavy Blows about the Shoulders of the Fellows, 
they no more imagin’d them the Cuffs of a mor- 
iVIan, but of an Hobgoblin, and fo, being terri- 
\ ran again underneath the Bed. At this the old 
1 in a violent Rage call’d out to Tracey , and afk’d 
where he was, who told him in Bed. Ah, my 
Mafter, fays he, thefe are the Spirits that con- 
ally teaze me ; Fare fuffered fuch Ufage as this a 
Time , hut being unwilling to put your Houfe into 
Fears on my Account , ha ve fnbmitted to it with 
i]‘eat Deal of Patience. For GocT s Sake go to Bed , 
\Fd rather endure their Blows, than you jhould 
v. re any Harm. The Wife, all this Time, not- 
Aliftanclirg the fevere Smart fhe felt, was extremely 
*tjced to think that her Husband had fha red with 
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'eem’d to co; dole him in a very piteous Manner, 
to’ Poa, f.vs he, are you in Bed. where was 
jail now ? What ! are you a Ghoil too ? Kgnd 
ive a handfome Houfe on’t, indeed ; and with 
he got to Bed, and refted pretty well the Re- 
ider of the Night. 

the Morning the Grafier could not help bring- 
o his Thoughts what had happened to Tracey ; 
as very fond ol the Man, and wanted to know 
Particulars that had befallen him. Tracer , ha- 
a ready and copious Invention, made a thoufand 
igs more of the Story than it really contain’d ; 
m by exaggerating it with Abundance of Falfnies, 
o rrified tne old Man, that he could not forbear 
20 j>aiTionating him, and fhewing a great Deal of 


h 

n; 

' r?j 
10 

ri 


Concern. But, all the while, the Wife took the No- 
tion of Spirits for a meer Whim, and concluded with- 
in herfelf that it had been all Tracey's doing ; for fhe 
obferved a more than ordinary Coolnefs in his Be- 
haviour, and, if at any Time (Fie but fpoke to him 
at Dii.n.r or otherwife, was anfwered with a plain 
Negligence and Diiicfped, which fo exafperated her, 
that fhe was refolved to be even with him for his In- 
concern and Indolence. She had a thoufand Thoughts 
what Expedient to make ufe of, in order to accom- 
plish her Defign in the fureil Manner, and, on long 
Deliberation, found the only Way to ruin him, was 
to charge him before her Husband, with a Defign 
upon her Flonour, which fhe was not long before 
fhe put in Execution. 

Tracey was not a Stranger to her ill Temper, but 
was determined to fee the Upfhot of the whole 
Afrkir ; fo one Evening feeing the old Man walking 
in his Orchard alone, he goes to him, and after fome 
Chat 011 indifferent Matters, begins to lay open his 
his Birth, Parentage and Education, by acquainting 
him, that he had been Mailer of a fmall Efhte of 
Sixlcore Pounds per Annum , but, living too profuie- 
ly, had run it thro’, which he was for ry for, becaufe, 
had he known the fame Frugality then as no\v # he 
had Hill been Mailer of it, or more ; that his Fa- 
ther had fent him to the Univerfity to qualify him 
for the Miniliry, but he had fruilrated the Expec- 
tations of his Parents, who repofed all their Hopes 
in him : That his former Extravagancies had oblig- 
ed him to commit Adions he was now forry for, 
and, to keep up his uiual Way of Life, he was forced 
to fupport himfelf by indired Means ; bur, that his 
coming to his Houfe had entirely wiped out of his 
Mind the Defire of committing the like Follies, and 
thought that Heaven had favour’d him, in giving 
him the Grace, after having been brought up fo well, 
and lived fo liberally, to take to fuch an honefl, 
painful, and laborious Life : That he elleemed the 
Happinefs of the Country much above that of the 
City, the Extravagancies of which he had feen, and 
the Ways the Men there purfued to fupport them- 
felves ; that the hard Bed he laid upon, was more 
foft to him than all the Down ones at his Fathet’s 
Houfe, and that to rife by Peep of Day, and go 
to his daily Employment, was more healthful and 
fatisfadory, than to fleep fnoring till Noon, and 
have no other Bufmefs than poring over a Parcel 

of wrangling Books ; I beg, continued he, that 

you would mind my Difcourfe, becaufe I have foine- 
thing to fay that may be to your Advantage- 
Now, Sir, you are to know, that after I had fpent 
my Eftate, I came into this Country with no other 
Mind than to do Penance for my former Mif* 
carriages, by hiring myfelf to be a menial Servant to 
any Gentleman that wanted one. Fortune has fa- 
vour’d tne in throwing me into your Family, among 
whom I take it, T have behaved with fome Degree 
of Modefty, Honefty, and Diligence ; my Converfa- 
tion, Sir, has already drawn feveral Perfons to co- 
vet my Acquaintance, and, if I may be indulged 
the Exprefiion, the LafTes round about are ready 
to run mad for me ; and I am forty to have the 
Obligation to fev f that your Wife, is not the lead 
among them that lollicits my Favour — Hold that, no: 
a Word more — My Wife run mad after thee ! Blood 

and Wound: — I’ll cure her of her itching, i/at 

Why, Sir, that would do exceeding well, but give 
me Ie; ve to make a Conclufion of my Difcourfe, 
and then fay and object what \oti pfeale. Your 
Wile, indeed, Sir, has more than once defired the 
Favour of my Bed, and to convince you that what 
I fpeak is true, ihc was the Perfon who raifed the 
Spirit the Night you came into my Room; : t\vas 
flie her own felf who walk’d, which mav be verified 
A a ‘ by 
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by your Goatherd and Swineherd, who faw her in 
her Smock. For my part, 1 have hitherto refrain- 
ed violating your Bed, for Reafons which all Man- 
kind ought to allow the julleft in the World. But 
if you don’t reilrain her, Flefh may be frail, though 
I had rather quit your Service a thoufand Times 
over than commit fo much Ingratitude againil my 
Mailer and Bencfitior. But wjiat is the real Occa- 
lion of all thcie Words of mine, is, that my Mif- 
trefs is determined at Supper-Time to charge me 
with feveral high Crimes agiinll her Chafkity, which 
are entirely groundlefs, and which I hope you’ll give 
no Credit to* And there is but one Thing more, 
which is, that as 1 was born a Gentleman to an In- 
flate, and trained up at the Univerfity, and through 
my own Default, r.m now defeended to the low 
Condition you ice me :n, you would bleis me with 
an Alliance with your Daughter, who is a delet- 
ing young Woman, and one whom I have tenderly 
loved, ever fmee my hr It coming here. 

There will be no Scandal in this Match, for, was I 
not convinced of her fincere Affedion for me, I would 
never prelume on what I have faid ; and with her, to 
be a Servant, to be a Slave, nay, to be the worll of 
Mankind, 1 mean, in the lowed Degree, will be the 
g rented Joy, Hnppinefs, and Contentment. What 
could be more furprizing than, thefe Words to the old 
Grafier, who \v«s fo iar Tom imputing any kind of 
impudence to our Adventurer, that he teem’d vallly 
rejoic’d at tiic Tidings he had given him, and told 
him, that he thank'd him a thoufand times for the 
Difcoverv he had made both of his Wile’s Villainy 
and hi in fell* ; adding thus, Wat, “ I have along 
“ Time conlklei’d you in a very profiling Light, 
“ and been determin’d to put the Queilion to you fe. 
“ veral Times, to know if you entertain’d any 
“ Thoughts of Marriage ; judging that a Wife with 
“ a little Money would be no unacceptable Thing in 
your prefent Condition, which I have frequently 
wifli’d for the better ; but now, I Tat, for the 
“ timely Service you have done me, perhaps it may 
“ be in my Power lhortly to recompence you hand- 
“ fomely, and repay your extraordinary Care and 
“ Indu 1-try, fuitably" for your confulting my Repofe, 
<c and for your furprizing Modelly and Self-denial, 
“ in refilling fucli Temptations as might have enfna- 
te red others ; but my Wife’s Condudl is no more 
“ than ufual long before you came into my Service ; 
<{ and whenever I am told of it, the Confideration 
“ gauls me in the moll fenfible manner, as a Man in 
“.the like Cafe would, you know, fret and fume: 
“ But, lack-a-day, Wat, my Wife is not the only 
“ Thing that dillurbs my Quiet, and molefls my 
“ Slumbers ; I have other Caufes of Dillurbance, 
** which Time and another Opportunity, if you and 
“ I hit in joining Horfes together, may make you ac- 
“ quainted with. Never mind all Ihe can either fay 
“ Or invent againil you ; I am Mailer of my Family, 
“ I believe, and who, tell me, dare pretend a Supe- 
“ riority in it, befides myfelf? Zounds, I Tat, 1 
“ heartily love you ; and had you been fo free with 
“ me a Quarter of a Year ago, you had been a bet- 
“ ter Man behalf than you are now : But, however, 
“ I’ll endeavour to requite you as you deferve, and 
se my Daughter, with three hundred Pounds, fball be 
c< yours, Man, in fpite of all the fecond Wives in 

e< Cltriilendom If 1 fay it, who’s the other to 

“ controul me? Here’s my Hand, that lhe’s yours 
“ before eleven o’CIock to-morrow Morning : But, 
iC methinks, good 1/ at, I have a Mind to rellore 
“ you in fome Degree to w f hat you have loll. I do 
tl not qucllion but your former Extravagancies have 
“ fet all your Relations and Friends you have entirely 
“ againil you ; to reconcile whom, aad make up the 
“ Breach between them and you, I take the bed Ex- 


“ pedient to be, to fend to the moll confiderable a* 

“ monglt them a very fubmiifive Letter, worded dex-l 
“ troufly, but.above all, containing your hearty Re- 
“ pentance for the Omiffiens you have formerly beer 
“ guilty of, and acquainting them, that having Iron 
“ a Gentleman’s Li le defeended to the low Conditioi 
“ of a Peafant, you have forced you rfelf to a verj 
“ hard and laborious Penance for jour Mifdeed.s 
“ which you now fuppoie you have julllv perform’d 
“ and that Fortune imiling upon your Endeavour^ I 
“ has, to reward your extraordinary Humility, mad 4 
“ your Mailer to think well of you, nay, to offe . 
“ you his Daughter in Marriage, provided they wi 
“ anfwer three hundred Pounds he defigns to give i 
“ Portion with her : This, //at, I take lor a toler^ 

“ ble good Beginning to fuceeed ; and if you hear c 
“ no Anfwer loon, you and 1 will then take Hoik 
“ go and negociate the whole Affair with them ouj 
“ felves. Let me tell you, fix hundred Pounds wi 
“ purchafe a pretty Farm for you two, and anfwer a I 
“ Necellaries fo long as your Wife remains withoi 
“ Children ; but when thole come on, and I find yc 
“ diligent, ’tis very likely I may add to jour Elhu 
and gratify you with a Prefent of thirty or for ] 


Acres more, which will effedually do your Buline 
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Oh ! methinks, 1 congratulate you now on the F 
“ licity you’ll enjoy, fo you inind yourfelf, prove 
“ endearing Hufbund, and a laborious Father 
Here the old Grafier ended greatly to the Satisfacli 
of our Adventurer, who began to entertain a gr< 
many different Thoughts in his Head, how he fhoi 
contrive to make the moil Advantage to himfelf, a 
flill keep a lleddy Harmony in the Family : He b 
frequent Thoughts how to accomplifh his Enc 
fometimes he was determin’d to throw for ever aw 
his Delire of making Plunder on his Countrym 
and to embrace the generous Offer which his Mai 
the Grafier had made him ; thinking if he did 
his Life would be made eafy, provided he could 
conform himfelf to the Rules of Wedlock, and p 
ferve the fame good Thoughts he had all along 
tertain’d during his Abode in Cbejbire . Valt \ 
his Defirc to be reconcil’d to his Miilrefs, whom 
look’d on now as his implacable Enemy ; but 
had fo much Faith in his Mailer, that he could n 
without doing him an Injullice, think he would 
againil his Interell. Supper-time now comes, and 
thing but Anger and Refentment glare in the Com 
nance of the Grafter’s Wife, who feem’d refolv’d 
do as fhe had determin’d, tho’ to her own Difadv 
tage, and even Ruin. Tracey endeavour’d by all sa 
external Signs he was Mailer of, to convince her t 
he had flill left a dutiful- Refped for her, and that 
might exped to win him, provided the old Man I 
out of the Way. 

But Refentment rooted in the Breafl of a V 
whofe Love has been rejeded, admits of I 


% 


p. 


1 

I j 


man 




tec: 


Bounds, nor had our Adventurer any room to h 
lor Succcfs : He drank to her, but fhe return'd 
Compliment with a Dilregard that plainly difetm 
he was dillallelul to her. Xo, faid ihe, if m\ f 
hand is the Fool to honour you, it jball mver be I 
that 1 will ; you are an ungrateful il/ww, na\ 
Villain , T racey, ( now I am forc'd to open my Mi 
after all the Civilities you have rcctiv'd in this 
mily, to ufe me, who ought to have fame Swa) 
my own IJoufe , in the manner you have done. * 
not the receiving you poor , mean, and admitting 
to fuch Privileges as few Servants can hoajl | - 
a Kindncfs deferring of fome rlchnowledgcmt Jj 
1/ as not preferring you to be the firfl of our 
when anothtr , who had ferv'd under us feveral Ye 
and better def erod'd it , a Favour which any one }4 
you would have requitted ? But it ferns cur A7wj® 
and Gcnerofty turn'd your Brain , and made you gi\ I 
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inking that the Fame you fo much bcafi of, could find 
Ref u fal, and that 1 , as 1 fear my Daughter-in-law 
r s already , fi)ould fall a Sacrifice to your inordi- 
\te Defires. Had not my Husband's Pi ace and Tran- 
ility been firuck ; had not my Honour and CJoafiity 
en openly attack'd by you , and an Infamy aide a - 
ur'd to be laid on our Family , 1 would heave fcorn'd 
have made this Difcovery ; but as I am tied by the 
'emn Rites of Religion to obey another Man , / was 
' ye'd , even tho ' againfi my ft If \ to publiih the In - 
it it f lice that has a long time been dfigu'd him: For 
s not once or twice that is enough to exaggerate, 
ir Crime fo as to deprive you of the Favours you 
<oy at prefent ; but , -Tracey, you know how often 
ve been the Times of this infulting and difbonoura - 
’ IVay of yours ; had a thoufand other Mifear- 
eges proclaim'd your Conduft dij ref pell ful to me, I 
mid have put up with every of them ; but an open 
tack againfi my Honour , my Modefiy and Fa?ne , had 
Excufes , nor ever jhall with me. 

Tracey, who heard this all the while with an at- 
itive Ear, was furpriz’d at the Woman’s Prefump- 
n and Boldnefs ; he could not help flaring upon 
r with an Eye full of Rdentment, equal to that 
lich ihe had in her own Breaft : He could have 
ifn’d all fhe had ; danc’d in a Minute or two, had 
been fo minded ; but he was in Expectation to 
ir his Mailer fpeak firft, who, he depended on, 
s to vindicate him ; Nor, indeed, was he long 
r ore he did ; for putting the Tankard he was 
nking out, out of his Hands, lie began to queflion 
Wife about her Infincerity and Bufenefs in tax- 
; Tracey, whom he look’d upon as one of the 
i Friends he had, with a Crime he was no way 
ilty of, and which properly was her own Fault, 
he need not be any way furpriz'd about it, 
2it 5 ce he had for fome Years pail receiv’d fo many 
implairits, which he had been unwilling to give 
to, purely becaufe he loved his Eafe and Quiet : 

X now there was no longer room to dillruft her Per- 
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fince Tracey, who was fo bafhful a Man, had 
ad: ought all Things to light : That for the future 
would make himfelf very contented, and only de- 
’d her to return back to her Friends, for Hay with 
(ik m fhe lhould not, and all the Money fhe brought 
m was at her Service, to carry and difpofe of juft 

fhe pleas’d. Here the old Grafter flopp'd, 

d then Tracey took his Turn to fpeak, faying, The 
lling Goatherd and Swineherd would foon put an 
id to the Difpute, who would fwear they faw her 
me into my Bed-chamber in her Shift, with a De- 
;n of procuring me to do that which you ought 
perform ; but far be it from me to create any 
ilunderibmding in a Family unjuftly, to which I 

f under fo many Obligations Mifunderdand- 

reply’d tile old Cyrafter, none at all, for you 
Ull be my Son, and 1 your Father ; and having fo 
id, the Oifpute broke up, and in a little time the 
mily retired to Bed. 

All this Time the Grafter’s Daughter, who was 
as the brown Lafs above- mention’d, was full of 
by and GladneE at the good Fortune of Tracey, 
hom fne look’d upon now as her real Husband : 
le found herfelf with Child b;* him, and was glad 
:r Father was fo conftderate to join them toge- 
er, in order to wipe off her Difgrace ; bat the 
d Man little thought of the Intercourfe that had 
?en betwixt his Daughter and his Man ; elfe ’ cis 
iry probably all his intended Kindnefs had vanifh’d 


to Air. In fhort, the Morning came, and the old 
Man, to make fure of a Son-in-law, rode to the next 
Rural Dean, and got a Marriage-Licence ; when a- 
bout 11 o’Clock they were join’d together. The 
remaining Part of the Day was dedicated to Mirth 
and Jollity, the Neighbourhood being invited to par- 
take of the Mirth. 

Tracey was now in the PofTefllon of a Bride already 
witli Child by him ; and what made more to his 
Happinefs, was, the old Father’s putting him imme- 
diately into part of his own Eftate ; out of which he 
referv’d, a ftnaU annual Rent as an Acknowledgment : 
A Stock fuflicient to live upon it u r as bought, and c- 
very Thing manag’d according to Tracey' s VVifh, who 
finding himfelf at Liberty to do and aft juft as he 
thougnt fit, had feveral ierious Reflections within him- 
felf, how to make the heft Advantage of all under 
his Care, and make the Father believe him a labo- 
rious and pains-taking Man : After he and his Wife 
had liv’d about two Months together, he often inti- 
mated to her, that ’twas true, the Country was a 
very pleafant Place, and a Life fpent there vaftly a- 
grceable ; but neverthelefs. Society, to which he had 
always been ufed, was wanting, which made it not 
fo recreating ; that a Walk into the Meadow's, or by 
the Side of fome River, was a delightful Way to wipe 
off the Mind its gloomy and melancholy Ideas ; and 
that murmuring Streams, rifing Hills, and ihady 
Woods, were the Recreation of Philofophic and con- 
templative Minds ; but that they two, who were very 
young, had brifker Notions, and lov’d Gaity and an 
humourous Way of living ; and that the Plough, 
Rake, and Sickle were too vulgar Things for fuch as 
they, and that the Means of obtaining what both 
earneftly defired, was to fee London, where all the 
Pleafure which the World afforded, was to be found : 
That in Order to this, they were to get their Fa- 
ther to a Confent of felling their Farm, and with 
the Purchafe-Money buy fome Place or other of Pro- 
fit, able to maintain them in a genteeler Way than 
at prefent, which he knew he would foon comply 
with, as he himfelf advifed him to write to his 
Friends to obtain an Equivalent for the three hundred 
Pounds lie had given him with her. That his Re- 
lations liv’d in Norfolk, and would comply with any 
reafonable Requeft, and would be fo glad to fee him, 
after fo many Years Abfence, that they would not 
know how to do too much for him : That he men- 
tion’d this with no manner of View, to leave his 
Father-in-law defolate, after he had, on his Account, 
fent his fecond Wife back to her Relations ; but 
that he might fee his Defire was no other than to 
honour his Family, by being preferr’d to a Poll of 
Life more agreeable and profitable than the maintain- 
ing of a Farm. The Wife having all her Life- 

time been ufed to a rural Life, had little Thoughts 
of the Pleafures of a City fo numerous and popu- 
lous as London was, fo that fne was at a Lofs how to 
anfvver her Husband. However, Tracey's Importu- 
nities, and the thoufand Charms he told her was in 
a City Life, foon won her over, infomuch that no- 
thing but London ran in her Mind ; nothing now 
but Gaity and Pleafure ; nothing but Drefs and Ac- 
quaintance; nothing but Tea-tables and Plays; no- 
thing but Gallantry and Appointments ; and nothing 
but Madam and Madam would now pleafeher. Hence 
arofe an Averfton to the Country ; no more the 
Failures and Meadows ; no more the Woods and 
H* 1 I> ; no more the Rivers and Fountains ; no more 
the Shades and Haycocks ; no more Wakes and rural 
Dances ; and no more the Inhabitants in Chefhire de- 
lighted her. She is determin’d, the firft Opportunity, 
to lay open her and her Hufband’s Mind with regard 
to their feeing Louden, and foliicit him to take a Jour- 
ney 
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ney into Norfolk to fee his Relations. Tracey ap- 
proves well of his Wife's Conduct, and drives to 
heighten it » and it was not long e're fhe found a fea- 
fonable Conjuncture one Saturday Evening, when the 
old Man retired from Market fomewhat fuller with 
Liquor than ordinary : She laid open the whole Af- 
lair with a gre x deal of Perfwalion and Addrefs ; the 
Father readily granted all, and a Day was appointed 
for their Journey. Mean time, Tracey made all the 
Advantage fecetly he could of his Effe&s, and the 
old Graiier in about a Fortnight’s Time gota Purcha- 
fer for Trace/ s Farm, who gave Bills in the Room of 
Money. 

Every thing was now got ready, and our Adven- 
turer, Wile, r.r.d R.tr.er-m«Lw on the Road. When 
they came to Hr. >•/*« in Staff ordjbire , they put up at 
an Jim there, m order to iby two or three Days to 
refrefh the old Man, who was already weary with his 
journey. During their Abode they happened to have 
good deal of Company, among whom Tracey al- 




ways found Admittance ; for having a fmooth 
Tongue, and a tolerable Voice for finging, every one 
were'" glad to get into his Company. ’Twas here that 
Tracey was determin’d to put a fimfhing Stroke to his 
long Adventure with the Grader ; lie was relolved not 
only to leave him his Daughter with Child by him to 
keep, bur abb to make him fell Mailer of the Bills e’re 
the Morning ; and to that End, getting his Father to 
carouze that Night a little freer than ordinary (his 
Wile being already gone to Bed) he dextroufly con- 
veyed the old Man's Pocket-Book, wherein the 
Bills were, out of his Pocket, and then to colour 
o\er his Villainy with fome Pretence, wrote the 
following Letter, and left it in the room of the Dock- 
et-Book. 


Mean time the old Man and his Daughter were fall 
afleep in feperate Beds, and our Adventurer, to make 
fure of what he had, got up early in the Morning ; 
and, under a Pretence of riding out half a dozen 
Miles till Breakfaft-time got his Horfc faddled, 
mounted, and rode off. About Seven o'Clock the 
Father and Daughter rife, and milling Tracey , en- 
quiiJ of the People in the Inn if they had feen him, 
who are told by the Holder that he went on Horfe - 
back at Three, and would return by Break fall- time. 
But no Tracey appears at that Time, nor all that 
Day. This aftomlhes the old Man ; but more the 
Daughter, who began to lament his Abfence. They 
have different Thoughts about him, but all are in 
vain. Sometimes they are afraid that fome Mifchance 


has befallen him ; at other times, that having j 
Mind to view the Country, he had rode out for tha 
Day ; but at length, the old Man finding no Signs c„ 
his returning, goes and fees how Thing* Hand abouj 
him. The firit that prelents itfeif is the Lettei' 
which being perufed, put the old Man into a violer 
Fit of Trembling, which ended in a kind of convul 
five Pangs. Drops are appi.ed, which loon recovei 
ing the old Gentleman, every one aie defirous t 
know tlie Caufe of his Uneafirefs. They are at 
quainted from the Beginning to the End, and all feeir 
ed concerned at his Sorrow. What fhould the ol 
Man do in this Cafe ? Why, he is determin'd th 
Minute to travel after him, the next to return hom< 
but before he does that, lie gets it pioclaimed roun 
about, that iuch a Man and iuch a Horfe was miffing 
and if any one could inform him where they w ere, ii 
fhe or they making fuch Information, fhould receiv 
from him the Sum of five Pounds. '1 his was a tolen 
blc good Way of Proceeding ; for the Money induct 
feveral to make Enquiry; but in fhort all was to n 
Purpofe, for our Adventurer was by this Time got t 
Coventry ; and the old Man and his Daughter, after 
Week's Stay at Trentum , thought belt to return horr 
to Chefinre, to fave more E.\ peaces, and wait the 
the Return of their hopeful Son-in-law. 

Tracey , in the mean time, was got to Covcntr 
where he put up at the Rofe and C,ov.n y one of tl 
bell Inns in that City. On his going into the Inn, 1 
obferved a more than ufual Stillntfs, which he cou 
tell well what to attribute to. He placed h 


not 


: 


Dear Sir, 

I Make no Wonder of your being furpriA d at finding 
the Inclos'd ; but 1 have innumerable Reafons for 
my doing thus t which I Jball wave at this Time y and 
acquaint you with at my Return. When my Wife and 
you read this in the Morning , be fure to think that 1 
have done both of you the befi Aft ion in the World y 
which 1 could prove y were it not that 1 was in too 
much Hafie when 1 wrote this : For findi?ig you fati- 
gued with your four ney before we had got half Way y 1 
thought 1 could not do a better Deed than leave you 
where you were , with your Money in your Rocket , and 
in the midfi of Plenty and goo d Company. As for the 
Bills , I take them to be properly mine , as they Jland in 
the room of the Pur chafe- Money for the Eftate which 
came to ?ne by right of Marriage , and 1 humbly con- 
ceive 1 can make as right a Ufe of them as any Man 
living. As for going into Norfolk, 1 apprehend the 
Journey is ufelefs y till 1 have made myfelf certain of a 
Place in London, when probably they may do fomt thing 
for me ; till which Time adieu. 

W. Tracey. 


Horfe in the Stable, and then gou.g into the Houf 
he heard a Difpute carrying on in the Room over I 
Head, which railing his Cuiiolity to know what ; 
meant, he went dircdlly up Stairs into the Chambe 
On his entring, the People within were fomewh 
aftonifh’d : He look’d about him, and faw in tl 
Bed a Man with only a Sheet over him, and near tl 
Fire-fide a Woman, the Miftrefs of the Inn, and 
young Man. Tracey alk’d them what made the 
take fo little Care about the Houfe ; for had he be< 
an ill-difpofed Perfon, he might have run away wi 
half the Things in the Kitchen. Upon this the M: 
in the Bed, whom he took for dead, (being laid o 
as dead Men are) darted up on his Backfide, ai 
addrefs’d him in the following Manner: “ Sir, I’. 
“ heartily glad you are come in, fince, you beir 
“ an impartial Man, I may venture to lay open m 
“ Cafe without Offence. You are to know then th: 
“ the Woman fitting there is my Wife, which Woi 
4t 1 wifh I had never known ; for from the Time tl 
“ matrimonial Knot was tied between us, I ma 
(( fafely fay I have not had a Day’s Reft, put a 
“ together, and now we have lived together feve 
“ Years wanting but a fingle Month. I believe 
l( may alledge, without any Injuftice, that durin 
“ that Time I have been one of the moll afte&ionat 
“ Huflnnds to her ; for I have never debarr’d he 
“ from any thing, nor has fhe had the leatl Prctenc 
“ tor Complaint, occafion'd by me; whenever ft 
“ wanted, I readily gave her more than Ihe afk’ 
“ for: Whenever Ihe was willing to gonbroid, 
“ Sovant and a Chalfe was at her Command, na) 
“ whenever any new coftly Fafhion came up, 1 w.i 
“ the firll to promote it, I mean in fhewing it upo 
“ her ; and yet all thefe Favours and Conlideratior 
tc would not do. My Life upon this became uneafy 
“ and I had a thoufand reftlefs Moments about it. 

(i communicated my Unc.ifinefs to a particular Frienc 
“ ’who told me that ihe did not love me, and the onl 
“ Way to difeover it waste feign myfelfdead. Ac 
€t eordingly I pretended myfelf dead, and prefentl 
“ this \\ retch brought that old Woman, who togt 
thcr with her laid me out, as you faw me at 


VOL' 

‘'fir 


Py rates, Higbzoynmen , Murderers, etc. 


cc firll corning in. During my dead Penance, I had 
“ an Opportunity of bearing how tne Cafe went. and 
ioon found tu«t Love, or rather Lull, was the real 
M Caufe of all my late Miieries. The young Ruf- 
“ cd there is her Liall nt, who I am fure Ins La loled 
I “ above five hundred Founds of ni) Subd-mce, wiiich 
from r I nne to Time I have found milling. This 
4< is a lnifer.ibie C-fe, Sir, and deiene.-* Companion. 
%i Bat is not ail, fhe has alreK.y given Orders for 
| “ my Funeral, for in iking of mourning Cloaths and 
li Rings.” — 'Tracey all t.n while ’toed g.zing with 
due Attention, and could not but refect on theincon- 
ftancy, Profuiion, ar.d A; tiFcecf loir. e Women, Fie 
[.told the Ptrfon in Lteo ».e was e\tieine!v fony tor his 
Ali-fortune in being we. idea tu fuch a S.iC- Devil, who 
■ was a tho.iKipi 1 lt.ies worie to him tiu .11 a'l his Mo- 
ney ; bat i»e would give him a feafonable Rcnei by- 
and by. 

The Hufmnd hereupon th ink’d him, and exprefs’d 
his Gladi e*o ior his coming into his Cb amber lo oo- 


I portune’y. But Sir, ia}s ne this Wretcn held a 
pretty long Coniuhation with the other rwo how {he 
^ihould behave in fo nice a Circumihnce ; for, laid (he, 

I cannot weep, and the 1 own will admire at my not 

I {bedding a Fear over his Grave, who, they know 
was fo tender and loving a Fin {band. Oh ! uoded 
fhe, I'll put Onions into my Handkerchief, ana by 
I that Means I fhall deceive the Wcrld with a forc’d 
Lamentation. Ay, ay, replied Tracey , this is vvorfe 
than all ; but Til spoil her of her Artifices prefently ; 
ind fo faying, he pulls a loaded Pi.iol out of his Break, 
md commanded, on p.iin of Deat;., cv ry one of 
hem, not excepting the Mm in Bet i, »o deliver what 
VIoney they fe:d ; for, faid nc, ’tis Money that has 
nade this Confuuon, and I’m refolv’a to eafe you of 
t, in order to make you live together moie quiet for 
[:ke future. — Jpon thia gemg up to the Wife, he 
eceived fom her fifty Gaine s, f, om the Gallant 

1 thirty, and from the"oIu Wuaan five. ; n hand- 

r ome Spoil i’i .itn, lavs he, and pray, Landlord, 
ivhat can yoa <irf<vd nu ? Nothing in the World, re- 
ply’d he, ior I j.mnb y conceive I have given you 
eighty five Guineas already, which is ;. tolerable good 

I Fee for your Advice, Sir Say you fo, Mr. 

Buffer — Well, 1 ihdll call mis Day Se’nninght a- 
g..in to fee how Affairs go, and if I do not find your 
Wife reconciled by the Lofs of this Money, I’ll then 
remove double the Sum, and fo every Week in Pro- 
portion, till I have made a thorough Cure, and with 
that he bad them fare w el. 

s Tracey , after this Adventure, made hi* Way to 

IVare, where taking up his Lodgings for that Night, 

: he got into the C inpany of a young Oxonian , who 
• | had brought a large Pormanteau behind him. The 
A Stuaent leemed very well pleated at his Friend’s Con- 
| variation, as he t.ioughr, and, to encreale a better 
f L nueriunding betwixt them, they {upped together, 

• and drank a Couple of Bottles of Wine afterwards, 
f 1 hey lay together m the fame Bed, and, an Hour or 
'% two before they went to Beep, had a great De,d of 
Conversation about the Way*; of Mankind, which 
- terminated at hut boar the Lnivarfity, which Trac y 
Ijpreter.ded to be ; r. entire Stranger to. In the Morn- 
ing both drank S ck Fonet, mounted and puiliicd their 
Journey together. Tracey cnc.c.u oe.r’d to amuie hi^ 
Fellow Traveller with a Series of Foreign Adventures, 
which he had never perform’d ; the Scholar, on his 
Part, laid ope,. t,.e w:c ed Pr.cticcs of the Colleges, 
fo that both letiTi’d to be fit ..nd choke Companions 
for each other. 

Tracey would now and then take hold of the Stu- 
dent’s Portmanteau, and tell him ’tvvas very heavy, 
and wonder’d he did not bring a Servant along with 
him, fo much undervaluing ms Profeihun, by being 
Mailer and Man himteif ? r l i.e Student coniu.ntiy an-- 
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fwered, th t the Times were exceeding hard, and he 
trave led by hin.Llf to L\e Charges. Flow', replies 
the at er. Charges 1 Why, the Charges of a Servant 
are vaidy inugiuhcant in Lomparifon of the Lofs you 
may prob bly fulu.in on the road for Want of one : 
f hope, Sir, you hare not got any great Charge of 
Money within your Pormanteau, for I think you 
a very unwife Part, if you carry much about you, 
without having fome oae or other in Company with 
you : The Student told him, he had no lels than 
Threefcore Pounds within it, which he w r as carrying 
to the CJniverfity to defray the cuilomary Fees for ta- 
king up his Degree of Mailer of Arts. Ah, fays Tra- 
cey, that’s a round Sum, o’ my Word, and ’tis a 
thoufind Pities fo much fhcu ! d be given away to Per- 
Tons that no wry defer ve a Farthing of it 

If I had known of your having i hreefcom Pounds 
about you, ' hen we were at the Ins, I could have 
procured yea .i Cnap that would hate fold you a 
Ph.ce tor ii much more beneficial than any Thing 
)Ou ho t e for, by being a Mailer of Arts, but as we 
a:e too far a Dillance off from l fa re to return in 
Time, you fhrli oe eas’d of ^ our Money and Port- 
manre tu prefently ; for I h .ve an Occafion at this 
very Conjunct. re ior f.c’i a Quantity of Money, and 
there’s no better Peron rh m myielf you can lend it 
ta ; after w hi h .Vor .s Ttacey unloofes the Straps, 
takes the Fo m t uu, ar.o p us it on his own Flone. 
The Student obLrvmg th , .mmedi .tely cried aloud, 
Ob dt.,r Sir , I hope your Dt/i^n is not to rob me ; I 
jhali lofe a pretty good Pcf forage fiat is offered me 
in Ellex, if you take away my Monty from me. Pray y 
Sir y confider the Crime you are going to ad, for the 
Lofs of my Threefcore Pounds will not ouly deptiwe me 
of a competent Means of Livelihood, but alfo the Al- 
mighty will lofe a Minijler of his Word. And for the 
Sake of Heaven, 1 bcfeech you to be compaffionate , and 
net fo fe voe on a poor Man that was obliged to borrow 
this Money of fever a l Perfons, who would net have 
lent it, bur through a View of being foon repaid. Sir , 
you commit a Thing againfl the Laws of your Country , 
and the Precepts of Humanity, to verefl t 1 us by Force 
what belongs to another Alan, and I da, e fay yen are 
not fo much a Stranger to the lnjifiice of it, but you 
know ’ ti f an Error , and a great one. The Sin too is 
vajUy enlarged, when a Jpecious Pretence of Fricndjhip 
is made ufe of for fuch a dijhonourable Deed ; for how 
wi/l any Alan ktj-.v he is fafe in travelling, if every 
ore he meets with on the Road, ccnverfes with him in 
ti e fine ere Manner ( / mean outwardly ) as you have 
pi et ended to me. Put, Sir , not to enlarge further, let 
me inti eat you over and over again, not to take my All 
f on: .me, for if fo, 1 am inevitably ruin'd, and am an 
undone Man for ever. 

Tracey feemed to mind the Student’s Defire of hav- 
ing his Portmanteau again with a grave Attention, 
but the Thought of having obtain’d fuch a confidera- 
b’e Booty, made him baniih every companionate Sen- 
timent out of his Bread, till no longer able to bear 
v/th the tedious Importunities of the Scholar, he pul- 
led oui of hib Breeches Pockets a Leathern Purfe with 
Four Pounds odd -Money in it, and gave it the Col- 
legian, laying, Friend, 1 am not yet fo much lofl to 
the Sen f of Cemprfjion , but I can extend my Charity 
and Grnnofity ; 'tis not ciftomary for a Gentleman of 
my Fortune to give Money, hut your Inter ceffon has 
won me over to it. Here are Four Pounds odd il lo- 
rry to bear your Expert es to tie U hive rfty, fo that 
you will not be all the Lofer , and when you come to the 
College, acquaint all tl oft whom it may concern, that 
ym have paid yuur M after of Arts Fees already to a 
OdA'dor on the Road, who had a thoufand Times more 
Gccafon for the Atoney than a Pa) cd of cld A lollies, 
that live by whoring, and jualing out of other Authors 
IT orks. And fo laving, he bad the poor Collegian 
B b farewel, 
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rarewel, leaving him to purfue his Journey, and ob- 
tain his Degree as well as he could, while himfelf 
made the nenreft Way to the next Village, where o- 
pening the Portmanteau, he found nothing but two 
old Shirts, half a Dozen dirty Bind?, a thread bare 
Student's torn Gown, a Pair of Stockings without 
Feet, a Pair of Shoes, but with one Heel to them, 
fome other old Trumpery, and a great Ham of Bacon, 
but not one Farthing of Money ; which let him a 
fwearing and curing like a Devil, to think he 
fhould be luch a piepollcrous Afs, to give Four 
Founds and more for that which was not worth Forty 
Shillings. 

We have but two Adventures more of Tracey 
which we find on Record j the firit relating to a Rob- 
bery he committed on the famous Poet Ben Johnfon ; 
the otr.cr to another on the Duke of Buckingham , who 
was fl.iin by FA tern , as lie was going to embark at 
Portfmoutb ; for which he was hanged, both which we 
lhall be very brief in. 

Ben ffohnfon had been down in Buckingham fire 
to tranfatt iome Bufmefs, but in returning to London 
happened to meet with Tracey , who knowing the 
Poet, bad him ltand and deliver his Money. But 
Ben putting on a courageous Look, fpoke to him 
thus : 

Fly Villain hence , or hv thy Coat of Steely 
f ll make thy Heart my leaden Bullet feel , 

And fend that thrice as tbievijb Soul of thine 
To Hell , to wean the Devils Valentine. 

Upon which Tracey made this Anfwer : 

Art thou y great Ben ? or the revived Gbofl 
Of famous Shakefpear ? or fome drunken Hojl ? 

IV ho being tijfy with thy muddy Beer y 
Doft think thy Rhimes will daunt my Soul with 
Fear ; 

Nay> know , bafe Slave , that I am one of thofe % 

Can take a Purfe , as welt in Vcrfe y as Profe , 

And when thou art dead , write this upon thy 
Herfe , 

Here lies a Poet who was robb'd in V erf e* 

Thefe Words alarmed Johnfon , who found he had 
met with a refolute Fedow ; he endeavoured to fave 
his Money, but to no Purpofe, and was obliged to 
give our Adventurer ten Jacobus’s. But the Lofs of 
thefe was not the only Misfortune he met with in this 
Journey ; for coming within two or three Miles of 
London , it was his ill Chance to fall into the Hands of 
worfe Rogues, who knock’d him off his Horfe, ftript 
him, and tied him Neck and Heels in a Field, wherein 
fome other Pafiengers were enduring the fame hard 
Fate, having been alfo robbed. One of them cry- 
ing out, But he, his Wife and Children were all un- 


done, while another, who was bound, over-hearing, 
faid, pray, if you aic all of you undone, come and. 
undo me. This made Bt?i , though under his Mis- 
fortunes, burll out into a loud Laugh, who being 
delivered in the Morning from his Bunds by fome 
Reapers, made the following Vcrles : 

Both robb'd and bound, as 1 one Night did ride, 

V ith two Men more , their Arms behind them tyd 9 
The one lamenting what did than be fat. 

Cry* d, I’m undone, my l life and Children all i 
The other hearing it , aloud did cry , 

Undo me tl ten, let me no longer lie ; 

But to be plain , thofe Men laid on the Ground , 
Were both undone, indeed, but both fajl bound . 

Tracey might have made a good Man, had he turn- 
ed thole Taients Piovidence had given him to bet- 
ter UlCj than he made of them. For he had a fine 
Way of Delivery, a Volubility of Speech, ex ten five 
Memory, and was well verfed in the Books of the 
Antients. We may very well fay , that his 
irregular Life was owing to the. iirft immode- 4 
rate Courfeshe learnt at ti.e College, where fo man) 
young Gentlemen, by running beyond their Salaries i 
are forc'd on diftionourable Artifices to fupport them I 
ftlves. And Tracey happened to be one, of thefe I 
While he remain’d in Chcjhirc , he gave Signs of be j 
ing a frugal and provident young Man, and to de I 
feend fo low as to hire himfelf, who had been born ; I 
Gentleman, to drudge into the Fields and Meadows! 
was what tea thousand, except himfelf, would hav I 
fcorn’d to have done ; but this heightens his ChaJ 
rafter, nt, it argues a real Sign of Humility, whicJ 1 
had our Adventurer continued in the Country wit I 
his Father, had made him one of the Inppieft of Men I 
Tracey had amafied together in Money and Gooc 1 
fufficient to lupport him handfomely during Lift 1 
and determining with himfelf to take up betimes, an,l 
live peaceably on what he had got, he placed h 1 
Money in a Friend’s Hand, who made off with i 1 
and left our Adventurer to purfue his old Trac I 
towards obtaining more. He was heard to fpealB 
the following Words on this Occafion, ’Tis tri I 
that at this Time we are almoft grown a Nation ( I 
Cheats; but that which i; work of all is, that Me I 
will not cheat upon the Square ; one engrofies moi I 
Knavery than the other, for if it went round equally I 
there would be nothing loft. 

1 he Jaft Robbery he committed was on the Dul I 
of Buckingham above-mentiori’d ; but fome fay, h 1 
only endeavoured to commit one. Now as we hav I 
neither the Place, nor in what Manner this Attemj 1 
was made, nor how much he took from his Gract I 
nor any other Circumllances to help us to a Difcc I 
very of this Adventure, we are obliged to be filen: 
and only fay that he fufFercd for it a: Winchefter . 


Th 
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The LIFE of ANN HOLLAND. 


HIS was her right Name, tho’ fhe went by 
the Names of Andrews, Charlton , E (hoards, 
Goddard and Jackfon . This Practice, is very 
luai with Thieves, became falling oftentimes into 
le Hands of Jullice, and being often convi&ed of 
Times, yet thereby it appear^ iometimes, that when 
icy are arraign’d at tne B ir ag .in, that is the firfi 
hme that they have been taken, and the firli Crime 
hereof they have ever been accus’d : Moreover, 

- they fhould happen to be caft. People, by not 
(rowing their right Names, cannot fay the Son or 
laughter offuclm Man or Worn,n is to be whipp’d, 
arnt, or hang’d, on fuch a Day of the Pvlontn, in 
ch a Year; from whence would proceed more 
)rrow to them that fuffer'd, as well as Difgrace to 
.eir Parents. For this Reafon an alias is prefix'd 
feveral Names, when fuch Perfons are indicted, 

• we have obferved before, whofe Delight is to be 
entleinen and Gentlewomen without Rents, to have 
her Folks Goods for their own, and difpofe of 
em at their own Will and Pleafure, without coll- 
g them any more than the Pains of dealing them. 
As to Anne Holland \ her*, ufual Way of thieving 
as what they call the Ser<vice-Lay, which was hir- 
g herfelf for a Servant in any good Family, and 
ien, as Opportunity ferv’d, (he robb’d them. 

Thus living once with a Mailer Taylor, in York- 
uildings in the Strand , her Millrefs was but ju ft 
ane to a Chriilening, when her Mailer came borne 
Doted and fpurr’d out of the Country, and going up 
ito his Chamber, where fhe was making his Bed, lie 
id a great Mind to try his Manhood with her, and 
:cordingly threw her on her Back. Nan made a 
efiilance, and would not grunt him his Defire with- 
ut he pull’d off his Boots* He confenced, and at 
is Command (he pluck’d one off ; but whilit ihe was 
ulling off the other, fomebody knocking opportune- 
' at the Door, fhe ran down Stairs, taking a Silver 
’ankard off the Window, which would hold two 
Juarts, faying, fhe muft draw fome Beer, for fhe 
'as very dry. She not returning prefendy, poor 
titch was fwearing, and daring, and bawling, for his 
laid Nan to puli off his t’other Boot, which was. 
all on and half off ; but being extraordinary ilrait, 
e could neither get his Leg farther in nor out. And 
iere he might remain ’till Doomfday for Nan , for 
)c u as gone fur enough off with the IVedge, that’s 
) fay, the Plate, which fne had converted" into an- 
ther Shape and Fafhion in a fhort Time. 

Another Time Nan having been at a Fair in the 
’ountry, as fhe was coming up to London , fhe lay 
t Uxbridge , where being a good Pair of Holland 
heets to the Bed, fhe was fo induilrious as fet up moil 
art of the Night, and make her a Couple of good 
mocks out of one of them ; fo in the Morning, put- 
ng the other Sheet double towards the Head of 
ae Bed, fhe came downstairs to Breakfail. In the 
nterim, the Milirefs fent up her Maid to fee if the 
heets were there, who turning the fmgle Sheet a 
ttle down as it lay folded, fhe came and whifper’d 


in her Miflrefs’s Ear, that the Sheets were both 
there ; fo Nan difeharging her Reckoning, fhe 
brought more Shifts to Town than fhe carried out 
with her ; and truly fhe had a pretty many before, 
or elfe fhe could not have liv’d as fhe did for fome 
Years. 

This unfortunate Creature, at her firfi launching 
out into the Region of Vice, was a very perfonable 
young Woman, being clear -skinn’d, well fhap’d, 
having a (harp piercing Eye, a proportionable Face, 
and an exceeding fmall Hand ; which natural Gifts 
ferv’d rather to make her miferable than happy j for 
feveral lewd Fellows flocking about her, like fo ma- 
ny Ravens about a Piece of Carrion, to enter her 
under Cupid* s B inner, and obtaining their Ends, 
fhe foon commenc’d, and took Degrees, in all man* r 
ner of Debauchery ; for if once a Woman paffes the 
Bounds of Modetfy, fhe feldom flops till fhe hath ar- 
riv’d to the very. Height of 'Impudence, 

However, it was her Fortune to light on a good 
Husband ; for one Mr. French , a COrtib -maker, liv- 
ing formerly on Snow-Hill, taking a Fancy to her in 
a Coffee-houfe, where fhe was a Servant till fhe had 
an Opportunity to. rob her Mailer, fuch was his A f- 
fe&ion, without in the lead knowing fhe had been 
debauch’d, that he married her, and was better fa- 
tisfy’d with his matching with her who had nothing/ 
than many are with Wives of great Portions. Buc 
the Comb-maker’s Joys were loon vanifh’d, for his 
Spoufe being brought to Bed of a Girl within fix 
Months after Hymen v had join’d them together, it 
bred fuch a gieat Confufion betwixt them, that there 
was fcarce any Thing in the Kitchen, dr other Rare 
of the Houle, which they did not continually fling 
at one another’s Pleads. Whereupon her Hufband 
confeffing a judgment to a Friend in whom he could 
confide, all his Goods were prefen tly feiz ! d, and fhe 
turn’d out of Houfe and Home, to the great Satis- 
faction of Mr. French , who fhortly after went to 
Ireland, and there died. 

Nan Holland being thus metamorphos’d from a ‘ 
Houfe-keeper to a Vagabond, fhe was oblig’d to 
fhift among the Wicked for a Livelihood ; and to 
give her what was her due, tho’ fhe was butyoung, 
yet fhe could cant tolerably well, wheedle moil cun- 
ningly, lie confoundedly, fwear defparately, pick a 
Pocket dexteroufly, diffemble undifcernably, drink 
and fmoke everlaltingly, whore infatiably, and brazen 
out all her Actions impudently. 

A little after this Difaiter, fhe was married to one 
James l Hi If an , art eminent Highwayman, very ex- 
pert in his Occupation, for he never Was without 
falfe Beards, Vizards, Patches, Wens, or Mufflers, 
to difguile the natural Phyfiognomy of his Face. 
He knew how to give the Watch-word for his Com- 
rades to fall on their Prey ; how to direCl them to 
mike their Boots dirty, as if they had rid many 
Miles, when they were net far from their private 
Place of Rendezvous'; and how to cut the Girths 
and Bridles of ;hem whom they rob, and bind ’em 

fell 



A 


9 6 


A General History of 


fad in a Wood, or fame other obfcure Place. But 
thefe pernicious Aftions juilly bringing him to be 
hang’d in a little Time, at Maidfton $ in Kent , Nan 
was left a hempen Widow, and forc'd to (hilt for 
herfelf again. 

After this Lofs of a good Hufhmd, Nan Holland 
being well n pp roll'd, fhe, in Company with one 
T? if ram Savage, who h 'd laid under a Fine for cry- 
ing the (currilous ?amphle% entities. The Black Lift , 
ao iut the.Strcet?, a long Time in Newgate, where 
t ey became fir:t acquainted, went to Dr. Trotter • 

i. . MooififiL, to have her Nativity Calculated. When 
they were admitted into the Conjurer’s Prcfencc, 
who too ; them to be both of the Female Sex, becaufe 
Savage was ahb drefs’d in Women’s Clothes, and 
being inform’d by Nan what fhe came about, he pre- 
fentiy drew a Scheme of the twelve Houles, and fill- 

ii. g them with the infiguificant Characters of the 
Signs, Planets, and AfpeCts, display’d about the Time 
and Pir.ce of her Birth in tire Middle of them, the 
following Jargon. 

That the Sun being upon the Cufp of the tenth 
Kouf.\ and Saturn within it, but five Degrees from 
toe Cufp, it denoted a Fit ol Sicknefs, wnich would 
ihortly affliCt her ; but then Mercury being in the 
eleventh HouL, jail m the Beginning of Sagittarius , 
near AUcbaran , and but fix Degrees from the Body 
of Saturn , in a Mundane Square to the Moon and 
Mars, it fignified her fpeedy Recovery from it. A- 
gain, Cancer being in a Zodiacal Trine to the Sun, 
Saturn, and Mercury, fhe might depend upon having 
a good Husband in a fhort 'i ime ; and moreover, it 
was a fure Sign, that he who married her Ihould be 
a very rich and tl. riving Man. 

'1 hus having gone through this Afirological Cant, 
quoth T> iftram Savage to Doctor Trotter , Can you 
tell r e. Sir, what I think? The Conjuror replied, 
wall a fully Countenance, It is none of my Prof eft 
ft w to tell Peoples Thoughts. Why then (laid Savage) 
Til /hew 'em you. Whereupon pulling a Piftol out 


of his Pocket, and clapping it to the Doctor’s Breaft, 
he fwore he was a dead Man, if lie made but the 
leklt Outcry ; which fo furpriz’d him, that, trembling 
like an Afpen Leaf, he fubmitted to whatever they 
defir’d. So whilh Nan was bufy in tying him Neck 
and Heels, Savage iiood over him with a Penknife 
in one Hand, and his Pop, (that’s what they call any' 
Thing of a Gur.) in t’other ; (till (wearing, that if 
he did but whimper, his prefent Punilhment Ihould 
be either the Biade of his Penknife thruft into his 
Wind pipe, or elfe a Brace of Bills convey’d thro* 
his Guts. To be ftill more fure of the Conjurer’s 
not cackling, they gagg’d him, and then rifling his 
Pockets, they found a Gold Wi tch, twenty Guineas, 
and a Silver Tob.xco-Box, which they cany’d away, 
befides taking tw o good Rings off his Finger. 

After thefe good Cuiiomers were gone, the Con- 
juier began to make what Noife he could for Relief, 
by rowling about the Floor like a Porpoiie iu a great 
Storm, and kicking on the Boards with fuch Vio- 
lence, that the Servants verily thought there was a 
Combat indeed betwixt their Mailer and the Devil. 
But when they went up Stairs, and found him ty’d 
and gagg’d, they were in no (mail Alionifhment ; 
and quickly looimg him, he told them how he was 
robb’d ; vvheieupon they made quick Purfuit after 
Nan Holland, and the other Offender, but to no 
Purpofe, for they were got out of their Reach, and 
the Knowledge of all the Stars. 

Akho’ fhe had receiv’d Mercy once before, yet 
file took n© Warning thereby, but when at Liber- 
ty flill purfued her old Courier, which in 1705 
brought her to Tyburn ; w here, inllead of imploring 
for Mercy from above, fhe cry’d out upon the hard 
Heart of her Judge, and the Pvigor of the Laws; 
alfo curfiug the Hangman j but forgetting to repeni 
of the Fad which brought her into the Executioner’s 
Hands, and would, unrepented of, deliver her- Sou 
into the far lefs merciful Hands of another hereafter 
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The LIFE 0/ DICK MORRIS. 


W E have no Account of this Malefactors 
Birth and Education, which v\e may there- 
fore conclude were obfcure enough : Bat 
be tiUL as it will, his Actions were us extmordi- 
nary, and indeed as extravagant, in their Kinds, : s 
any we have related. Some of tuem follow. 

One Time Dick Morris drinking at an Inn in Win - 
ehtfter , and over- hearing a couple of Gentlemen de- 
clnrinc t-.eir Misfortunes in loving two Gentlewo- 
men, "by whom they were utterly flighted, lie put- 
ting on a bold Face, which he always had, forc’d 
h mielf into their Company, which was not unaccep- 
table to them, by reafon, he pretended, that they 
Ihould obtain their Sweethearts thro’ his Means ; 
for having liv’d with an Aitrologer, who was alfo 
a great Magician, he had learnt of him many Se- 
crets in matters of Love, which were fo infallible, 
that if the Ladies Hearts, whom they lov’d, were 
harder than an Adamant, yet would he make them 
fofter than Wax : But then they mull help him to 
fome of the Hairs of the Parties beloved, with which, 
and fome Ceremonies that he would perform, he 


would engage that both the Gentlewomen's Heart 
Ihould be put in fuch a Flame, that they fhouli 
never reft, Day nor Night, till tucy granted then 
their Defire. , 1 

This News pleas’d the Gentlemen to that Degree 
that, between them, th y fept Dick Mo ris ver 
fplcndidl/, both :U Bci and Bo..rd, .aid alfo wit. 
Money in his Pocket, till lie performed uis IVomiul 
which was to be within a Week ; when t;.e Moo 
was juft encrcaling, as the moft proper Time for hi 
Unuer taking. 

Next, according to Dick's Orders, the two Cen 
tlemen bought a new Sack, a fmall Cord, anothc 
hempen one bigger, and four Elis long, a new Knife! 
a Chain, and a Brufli, which were delivered into I11 
Cuftody ; and they thought every Minute an Age 
till the Time of Conjuration came. 

Long look’d for being come at laft, and th 
Night approaching wherein the Gentlemen were t 
be made forever happy, they were dreft, accordir. 
to Dick's Directions, in their richeft Apparel, givin 
each of them a Look of their lcornfui Lover’s Ha 
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nto his Hmfls, 777/J& which, (quoth our Conjurer,) 
r civil l fubdue your Miftreftes ; fo that were their 
karts more f o'ti v //tav Alps, J will turn them 
nto Mountains of Fire, hotter than thofe of Vefuvi- 
; S , or rver 'burning A£na. Then all thiee taking 
-lone, the/ rid about two Miles out of Winchcfter , 
tui aligntmg at cue Place where this magical lriil 
vas to be put in Execution, and tying tneir Hories 
o a Tree, Dick making itrange four Faces, which 
ooked as cribbed as the Letters of the Arahick Al- 
shabet, hedre v a Circle on the Ground, in which 
nuttering many- cramp Words, and turning himfelf 
a ftrange Postures, fometimes towards tne Eaft, 
nd fomc times towards the Weft, withal ufing mod 
urprizing Ceremonies with ins Hands and Feet, he 
i.ide tiie Gentlemen no iefs ailormh'a than fearful. 

After this, Dick began with ti e firit Spark, mu- 
ling him to ftrip himieif, and at the fame Time 
sacking him to fay certain infigr.ificy.nt Words in 
ailing oft* each Pircel of his Cloaths, which he pro- 
ounced fo exactly , that iie loft not one Syllable, 
s believing tnat if he Mil fail’d in one Jot, he Ihould 
ave fpoii; all tne Buiinefs. With this Ceremony 
lick itript him to ms Shirt, and tno’ it was in 
he Depth of Winter, yet he order’d him to pull 
ft that alfo ; then giving nim a Knife in his Hand, 
e commanded him to make fome Stabs towards 
re four Quarters of the World, and to go into the 
ack ; which he did, as quiet as a Lamb. 

Thus having done wit.* the nrft, after he hud ty’d 
ae Mouth of the Sack tult, ana bia mm not to ftir 
land nor Foot for half an Hour, for then the En- 
hantment would be at an End, nor to fpeuka Word, 
*r if he did, ne would be in Earbary m tne t.vink- 
ng of an Eye; He then addreiYa himfelf to ti.e 
ther Gentleman, wno, in a great Cnafe, fiid to 
)ick, ril be hang d if thou hap not forgot fow- 


ling of my Euf'iefSy for we 1 fee neither Sack nor 


which raged in thefe Gentlemen’s Breads, were pret- . 
ty allay’d by the next Morning; for when they 
were releas’d fiom their Enchantments by fome 
Pairengers that happen’d to pafs that Way, they' 
were almoft periftfd with Cold. \\ hen they got 
home, tliev fwore the Poets had a very good Re ion 
to ieign Love blind, becaufe if they hud not been 
fo, tliey Ihould have perceived ail the pretended 
Magician's Promises to be nothing but Wind, and 
that the Means which he propounded to them for ob- 
taining their Sweethearts Favours, was only to ob- 
taining for himfelf their Cloaths and £q iipa<r e . 

Another Time Dick Morris being at Northamp- 
ton , within half a Mile of which Place was a Meet- 
ing-Houle, and not above a quarter of a Mile far- 
ther dwelt a rich Presbyterian Parfon, who was a 
fingle Man, he had once or twice attempted to rob 
him, but’prov’d unfuccelsfui in his Dei>n. How- 


ever Dick thinking he could not go to London with 




fnife for me, as for my Fiend. W Hereupon, Dick 
old him uere was no nct.i of a Sack for ids Mut- 
er., becaufe Ids m gical Operations were mute 
Wronger or weaker, atcoruirg to the greater or 
:fter Cruelty that Gentle omen ha\ e ; nd under 
tandmg his Friend’s i\j:..ru's was tne molt difdain- 
iil of ueir two SAeet-nc\irtj, he made the Indian t- 
aent of tne Sack for her, .a, being the ft r on gelt of 
O / dear , Sir , (reply ’d the Gentleman) what 
s this that thou baft dunce My Miftrefs is more dif- 
lainful and hard hearted than any dyger or Lirncjs. 
°eace, be quiet , (quoth Dick) with thefe Hairs of 
ur Heady and thefe Cords , J will twift Jitcb a Knot , 
hat trey /ball ha ve as much Force as your Friend's 
lack ; and though your Mift/fs is Jo cruel as you fax, 
•et will J add thereto, that Charm which will make 
her ne ver he abie to take any reft till Jhe fees you in 
'jer Anns . Said the Gentleman again, 'tis that 
.And? l want ; therefore let us martxr her in fuch 
x Manner , that my Love may torment her Thoughts 
u much as jbe hath mine. 

Then Dick bringing him to a Tree, where his 
Enchantment was to be made, he in an Inilant drew 
i Circle, and making the Gentlemen go into it Park 
nked, becaufe he thought two Shirts better than 
>ne, he took theHiirs of his Miftrefs, and twift- 
ng them withy the Cord, he ty’d his Hands to the 
Tree, at the lame 'l ime telling him the Myftery 
:hat was hid in every Ceiemoiu which he us’d ; 
md Dick v. ould alfo have ty’d 'his Feet, but that 
ae fear’d the Gentleman would have fufpetted this 
Ceremony to be mtner the Fad of a Robber than 
i Magician ; now ever, as leaning his Hands was 
snoagu for his Pa.pofe, he took all their Cloaths 
ind tnree Hotfes, a: id was in London before break of 
Day: In the me.m Time tne FLmes of Cupid , 
co ° 


a iafe Conscience, unlefs he could outwit this diflent- 
ing Preacher ; He procures a Waggoner’s old Lin- 
ren Frock, and dawbing it thick with I’afte, he goes, 
on a Saturday , to the ivleetiug-houfe, ar.d had the 
Opportunity of getting incognito into the Pulpit, 
w hi lit an old Woman was cleaning it againft Sun- 
day . Then putting on the brock, ftucl: foil of Card 
Matches, he let them all on Fire, by the help of a 
Tinder Box which he had in his Pocket ; then {fond- 
ing upright, quoth Dicky Woman y Woman, hearken 
to my Voice ! 

1 he old Woman feeing thL blazing Speifhcle, was 
running out in a great Fright, but upon Dick'., call- 
ing after her and faying, Woman, unlefs thou come ft 
back and hearken to my Voice , thou ft? alt prefe fitly 
perifb, fhe return’d', and, in a trembling Condition, 
gave great Attention to Dick's Words, who bid her 
not to be fearful, for he was an Angel come to or- 
der her to go forthwith to the Mmifter of that. 
Meeting-Houie, and tell him, that lie was come to 
require his Soul of him that very Day, and that ne 
muft bring all his Money and Plate along witii him, 
but to be lure mult not come with a Lie in his Mouth, 
for if he did, it would he the woifer for him. 

The poor old Woman dropping a low Church 
Courtifie to this dark Angel, fhe went witn all Speed 
to the Prejbytcrian Parfon ’s Houle, and told him all 
that had happened in the Meeting-Houfe ; but to be 
certain that the old Woman delivered her Mefiage, 
Dick, having^ laid aftde his flaming Garment, fol- 
low’d at a Diftance, and foftly iteppingjnto the r 
Houfe after her, he heard the Parfon, fetching a Sigh, 
fay to his Maid, who was with Child by him. Veil, 
my Dear , my appointed Time is come , I find, fo ta- 
king what Money and Plate , I have along with me, 
/ muft bid you fartwel for ever in tips World. Quoth 
the Maid, I hope. Sir , you will not leave me in this 
Condition, you know my Reckoning is almoft out, and 
1 have nothing to keep me in my Lying-in. That's 
true , ( reply ’d die Parfon) and 1 pity you with all 
mv Heart There is ten Pounds in that fiver Tan- 

kard, go take it, for perhaps, as it is an Act of 
Charity , it may be forgiven. 

Then the Parfon ty ing his Riches up in a Napkin, 
and putting it under his Cloak, he made the beft of 
his Way to the Meeting Houfe, where he was got be- 
fore the Parfon, in his former fiery Pollure ; which 
the Parfon beholding with great Aftonifhment, he 
made his Obeifance to him ; and the fuppo.td Angel 
telling him he was come to fetch into another World 
tint Night, he ask’d. Wiser her he had brought all 
his Money ami Pine along with him ? The P non, in 
a very faint Voice. Jifwcred, 7 Is. quoth Dick rher, 
If it re' s the ten Pounds fleet was in tic fiver Tank- 
ard F Ah 1 pvplv’d the Parfon trembling,) / fee new 
C c t [o v 
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thou art a?: Angela for thou knoweft the Secrets of 
Mens Heart . So telling Dick he would go and fetch 
it, he tan llraight home to his Maid, faying to her, 
Oh! Hannah, Hannah, you muj I let me have the ten 
Founds again, for the Angel knew I had not brought 
all my Money. The Maid rellor’d it him, for fear it 
Ihould be a hindrance to his S.Jvation ; and he bring- 
ing it to Dick , put it with thereit of the Money and 
Plate into a B^g ; and then opening a great Sack, 
quoth he, Come into this , and if you meet with any 
Difficulties in your fpiritual Journey , you mu ft not com- 
plain , toe c a ufe Narrow is the VVay which leads to 
Tile, and few there be that find it. 

Then tying him clofe up, he throws him over his 
Shoulders; but many a hard knock had the poor 
Par foil, as he carry’d him over Gates and Stiles ; and 
about a quarter of a Mile from the Meeting-Houfe, 
he threw this Lump of Iniquity into a Hoglly, and 
there left him. 

Not long after, fome of the Servants going it, and 
feeing fomewhat ilir in the Sack, they were affrighted, 
and ran to tell their Mailer what they had feen in the 
Hog-ily ; who alfo coming thither, and finding the 
Report true, quoth he to one of his Servants, Take 
the Pitchfolk and run through it. This Command 
made the poor Parfon cry out for Quarters ; where- 
upou, finding it was a Man, they open'd the Sack, 
and out he came, quaking like one with a Tertian 
Ague. The Farmer afking him how he was brought 
thither in that Manner, he told him an Angel had 
brought him thither. An Angel ! (reply 'd the Far- 
mer) a D ■’ ■• / you mean ? God knows what ' twas , 
but Vm fure Twas no Man , fays the Parfon ; and lo 
he went home to his Maid Hannah again, above one 
hundred and twenty Pounds worfer in his Pocket than 
when he left her. 

In fine, Richard Morris one Day going to Can - 
ter bury, within a Mile of the City, he accidently lit 
into an old Woman's Houfe, to refrefh himfelf with a 
Piece of Bread and Cheefc, and a Pint of Ale ; and 
looking very deje&ed, the old Woman took Notice 
thereof, and afked him the Caufe of his fad Counte- 
nance ; fo fhaking his Head, he told her that Mouey 
was very Ihorr with him, and that he Ihould be very 
glad if Ihe could help him to any Work, he being a 
Stocking-Weaver by Trade. 

The old Woman taking Companion on him, help- 
ed him to a Mailer at Canterbury, where he had a- 
bout five Months Work, at eleven Shillings per Week, 
leaving all that while, his Wages in his Mailers 
Hands, becaufe he would receive it all at a Lump, 
and then would pay the old Woman together, who all 
that Time found him in Viftuals, Drink, Walking, 
and Lodging. 

At length, when the heat of Bufinefs was over, 
Richard Morris was paid off, and going llraight 
Home to his Landlady, he told her, with a great 
deal of Joy, that he had received all his Money, and 
the firft Thing he did in the Morning, Ihould be to 
pay her what he owed her, to a Farthing. Ay, Ay, 


(quoth the old Woman) I don't queftion thy Honefty » 
Richard ! So bidding t.\e old Woman good Nighty ! 
he went to Bed. Eaily in the iMorning, he comes ‘ 
down Stairs, in a D futile, as his Coat and Walle- ] 
coat unbutton'd, and having no Garter, Wig, nor 
Neckcloth on, for he had them in his Pockets: Come 
Landlady, lays he let's do nothing rajhiy, we'll have 
a full Pot of humming Ale befot e we reckon , and a 
Toaft . The old Woman, no doubt, was well pleas’d 
at this, and going into the Ceiler to draw the 
Drink, Dick llept lbftly to the Door, on the outfide 
of which was a Bolt, and bolted her in, where Ihe 
was fquawling and bawling for fome Hour.<, bcfoic 
any Body came by to let her out of her Confine- 
ment. 

But Dick was got quite off of the Ground ; but 
betwixt Settingborn and Rochcfler , overtaking a Cart 
of Hay, which was going to be fold in Rochefter 
Market, he follows the Tail of it, fwaying on the • 
right and left thereof whenever it yielded more to one 
Side than the other, as going thro’ a Rut, Slough, or 
hollow Place ; and being in a great Country-like 
Coat, and having a large oaken Plant in his Hand, an 
Inn-keeper, as palling thro' Chatham , call’d to Dick, 

(as fuppofing him to be the' Owner of the Hay) to 
know the Price of it. The Man that was driving on 
before, not hearing the Inn-keeper, keeps driving on, 
whilll Dick llept up to his Chapman with a handful 
of Hay for him to fmeil to, telling him it was as good 
a Load of Hay as any was in Kent . The Inn-keepei 
lik'd it very well, and after fome Pro's and Con's a- 
bout the Price, he paid him one Pound eight Shillings lt | 
for the Hay, out of which he fpent Six-pence ; and 
then faying to the Inn-kcepcr, 1 fuppofe you will 
know my Cart again from the reft in the Market, go 
and bid my Man bring the Load of Hay to your Houfe s ^ 
and make hafte home with the Team y lie went aboul ^ 
his Bufinefs. 

The Inn-keeper goes to Market llraight, and find* 
ing out the Cart, order’d the Man to bring that 
Load of Hay to his Houfe, lor he had paid his Maf 
ter lor it ; S' bleed, (quoth the Fellow) 1'dena Maftet jj 
come with me to Dai . In Ihort, the Inn-keeper re* ^ 
folving not to lofe his Money, nor the Bumpkin hi? 
Hay, from Words they came to Blows, till having 
blooded one another pretty well, they went to decide 
the Majter before a jullice of the Peace, where the 
Inn-keeper proved, by two or three Witneffes, that 
he paid a Man eight and twenty Shillings for the 
Load of Hay which his Antagonill had now at Mar- 
ket ; but the Servant proving his Mailer to be very 
Tick at Home, and that none came to Market along 
with him to fell the Hay, but himfelf, the Inn-keep 
er, by the Magillrate’s Order, was obliged to lofe hii 
Money. 

But Richard Morris not making good ufc of the 
Mercy he had received once before, he Hill purfu’d 
his villainous Practices till he was again condemn’d, . 
for his Life, and hang’d with Arthur Chambers am 
Jack Goodwin, alias Plump, at Tyburn , in 1706. 
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The LIFE of JACK GOODWIN. 


W HEN filver Tankards were more in 
vogue in the Alehoufes than they at pre- 
knt, this Fellow going into one to drink, 
i* call’d for a Tankard of Ale, wftich being brought, 
ie drank it off, and having cut out the Bottom of it, 
aid the Victualler for his Liquor, who feeing the 
"ankard on the Table, had no Saipicion that any 
)amage had been done it. But ihordy after fome 
ther Company came in, and the T piter running 
uo the Cellar to fill them that Tankard, vL a Mr. 
•Godwin had been fingering, the Fellow wo nrk-r’o to 
e the Cock run and the Tankard never t it fu .er, 
hereupon, turning it up, he could find - no more 
attorn in it, than Mariners c n in t:*e Oucan 
Another Time Jack Goodwin being in the Court- 
y, as far as Durham, and dedicate cf Money, he 
ippen’d to meet with another idle Companion, 
ith whom he made a Bargain to beg their Way up 
London ; and in order to excite People’s Pity the 
ore, his new Companion was to act the Part of a 
ind Man, and he was to be his Guide, inilead of 
Dog and a Bell. So getting a Penny-worth of 
iring Wax, with which I aylors ft-ar the Edges of 
Iks and flight Stuffs, Jack Goodwtn mollifying it 
•er a Candle, he dawb’d his Comrade’s Eye- 
ls therewith, infomuch that he could not open 
em. 

Our Couple thus proceeding on their Journey, they 
d by their cruizing or begging thro’ the Countries 
ek’d up about the Sum of four Pounds fixtecn Sliil- 
igs, by that Time they had got up to Ware : 
ext making the bell of their Way up to London , 
ithin ten or eleven Miles of the fame, being to crofs 
(mall brook over a narrow wooden Bridge, with a 
iiiilbut on one Side of it, for the Conveniency of 
M )ot PafTengers, when they were upon it, Goodwin 
m rew his blind Comrade into the Water, where he 
>od up to the Neck, but moving neither one Way 
>r t'other, for fear of being drowned. In the mean 
ime his Guide made flraight to London . Soon af- 
rwards fome PafTengers coming by, who took Pity 
\ the Fellow, as fuppofing him to be really Blind, 
sr.4 ey help’d him out of the Brook, and fetting him on 
& rra firma , he prefently, by their Directions, ar- 
'ed at a Houfe, where getting fome warm Water, 
wafh’d his Eye lids ; which being then open’d, he 
arch’d after his Fellow Traveller to London , where 
might hunt about long enough before he found 


him out, for Jack was got into fome ill Houfe 
or another, where he w'as as fafe as a Thief in a 

Mill. 

1 he Duke of Bedford being vifiting a Perfon of 
Qudity cne Night very late, whiilt the Footmen 
were gone to annk at lome adjacent Boozing- Ken, 
or Akhoufe, the Coachnnn was taking a Nap on his 
Bex ; ar.d Jack Goodwin comi. g by at th<r fame 
Time with lome of his thieving Cronies, they took 
t .e rwo hir.d Wheels off the Co.cn, and fupported it 
up w th two Pieces of Wood, which they got out of 
a Houle which was building hard by. bu having 
carried them aw ay , His Gr ce not long after going 
into his Coach, and the Footmen getting up be- 
hind in a hurry, no foonei did the horfes begin to 
draw, but down fell His Grace, Footmen and all ; 
who looking to fee how the Accident came, they* 
found the hind Wheels were ftollen ; whereupon the 
Duke was oblig’d to go home in a hackney Coach. 

This John Goodwin , alias Flumps was condemned 
when he was but eleven Years of Age, for picking 
a Merchant’s Pocket of one hundred and fifty Gui- 
neas, and was afterwards feveral 1 imes in great dan- 
gei of his Life, before Juftice took hold of him in 
Earned. 

At lad, committing a Burglary in company with 
another, when he was but eighteen Years of Age, he 
was apprehended and carried before Sir Thomas Stamp , 
Knight and Alderman of London ; where, after he was 
examin’d, being fearched, feveral Cords w'ere found 
in his Pocket; upon which, his Worfhip afking Good- 
win what Trade he was, he reply ’d, A Taylor ; 1 nen 
Sir Thomas taking up the Cords, and looking very 
W’iflly on them, quoth he, You nfe, methinks , very big 
Thread . Yes, Sir, (f id Goodwin ) for it is generally 
coarfe Work which Pm employ'd about . 

Next fearching his Comrade, Henry Williams, a 
Piftol was found loaded in his Bofom ; upon which 
Sir Thomas afking what Trade he was, he reply’d, 
a Taylor too : What both Taylors (faid his Wor- 
fhip) and pray what Implement is this belonging to 
your Trade ? Quoth Williams , That Pijtol, Sir , is my 
Needle-Cafe. 

To conclude, Sir Thomas was fo aftonifh’d at their 
Impudence, that he immediately made their Mitti- 
mus for Newgate, and being try’d at JuJiice-Hall 
in the Old-Bailey, they were both condemned to 
die, and foon after executed at Tyburn. 


i i:<s 


f 


IOO 


A General of History 


The LIFE of WILL. ELBY. 


T HIS noted Malefa&or was born at Deptford, 
in the County of Kent, of very honeit Pa- 
rents; who bound him Apprentice to a Block- 
maker at Rotherhithe \ but he was no fooner Out of 
his i ime, than inllead of fetting up, or working for 
liimfelf, he went rambling abroad, and delighting in 
bad Company, lie foon grew in love with their Vices. 
He went firlt of all upon the Waterpad, which is, go- 
ing on Night with a Boat on board any Ship, or other 
Ycffel lying down the River of ‘Thames , and finding 
therein no Perfons to watch the fame, or elfe catch- 
ing the Watch ufleep, break open the Padlocks of the 
Cabbins or Hatches, and rob ’em. 

William Elhy , alias Dun , having been like to fuf- 
fer twice or thrice for this fort ol Robbery, he kept 
Company with feveral notorious Houfe-breakers ; par- 
ticularly with one Ptter Bennet, alias Peter Flower, 
but commonly culled French Peter , worn the Place of 
his Birth, as oeing born at Ktort, in the Province of 
Poictou in France. This Fellow, in the 25th Year of 
his Age, was nang’d at Tyburn , on llednefday the 
25th of October , 1704. 

ETir ii-d all ) broke open feveral Houfes with one 
Samuel Scotland, a G ruiner, who was condemned 
for 23 Pel Ionics and Burglaries, and hang'd for then* 
on IT e due fray the 30m of December, 170 2, at Ty- 
burn i Wi.ere pulling off nis Shoes, and flinging ’em 
among the Spectators, he lr id. My Father and Mo- 
ther often tol-d me that I fliould die with my Shoes on, 
but you may all fee that now I have ?nade them both 
Liars. This impudent Speech has been uled by more 
than one. 

At the Time Time with Scotland, was one John 
Gojfe executed there, with whom, and fome others. 
Will. Elby having taken a Houfe in Bofzvel Court, 
in Cary-Jircet, near Lincolns- Inn-fields, in the Name 
of a Lady whofe Steward Gojfe pretended to be, he 
had the Key thereof delivered to him ; then he went 
to feveral Goldfmitas about Town, and telling them 
a pi- ufible Story, that his Lady wanted feveral Pieces 
of Piute, asfllver Taflers, Spoons, ForK, and Cups, 
they, by his Appointment, brought what he befpokc, 
to tnis empty Houfe, where they expedled to be paid 
for their Goods. 

Bat when thefe Tradefmen came thither, and were 
one after another let in by a genteel fort of a Fellow, 
with a green Apron ty’d before him like a Butler, and 
introduc’d into a back Parlour, they found no otaer 
Furniture but about half a dozen Rogues, who d ipt 
Piflols to their Bieufls, and told them, they were 
certainly dead unlefs they quietly parted with 

their Plate. Whereupon, Life being fweet, they 
furrender’d, as tney came one afler another, what 
they had, and fufler’d themlelves to be ty’d Hand and 
Foot into the Bargain, and thrown into a Celk.r, 
where they were found by a Porter’s Wife, to whom 
Goffe (who loll his Life for this Fadt) had given the 
Key of the Street Door, with Orders to make a File 
in the Houfe ; tho’ when lhe went into the Cellar for 
Coals, fhe perceived nothing there to burn but three 


Goldfmiths, who, by this Means, cfenp’d perifhin" 
by Hunger and Cold. 

Again, William Elby had committed many Burg- 
Hi ts with one Ja?nes Hacktt, a Taylor’s Son, living! 
in Exeter frect, benind Exetcr-Change, in the Strand, , 
who w ' 1 h ng’d when 24 Years of Age, at Tyburn, j 
on Friday the 6th of June, 1707, for breaking and j 
roboing .he Houfe'; of iVir. Chur chill, Mr. Battcr/by, J 
Mr. Hays, and Mrs. Talden . Moreover, he had 
done .1 few Felonies and Burg'aries, with one Tooth- 
lei s Tom, fo call’d, from having mofl of his Teeth , 
knock'd out, by a Perion whole Pocket he was ona 
attempting to pick, in St. Margaret's Church, a 
// eftminjter ; and who was hang'd in the 23d Year 0 
his Age, at Tyburn, on IFcdmjday the 22 d of March 

17°3 

Will Elby was once concerned with ore John Ej 
trick , in robbing his Mailer Thomas Glower, Efq 
at Hackney , of as much Plate ao came to eight 
Pounds, for which, one Sufannah Barnwell an he 
nefl Servant, was wrongfully accus'd, and turn’d 01 
of her Service ; but when Eftrick fhortly after cam 1 
to be hang’d for other Crimes, at Tyburn, on Wednz^ 
day the 10th of March, 1702-3, lie there eonfefp 
his coming to that untimeiy End, was oecafloned b 
John Proffer, his Brother-in-law, and the Day befoi 
he JufFer’U Death, fent the following Letter, to h 
former Mafler Thomas Glower, Efq; 

March the nth, 1702-' 

SIR , 

I heartily beg God's Pardon for all my Sins, and a . 

you forgive nefs for the Damage I have done yo\ 
jout as I am a dying Elan, Suian knows nothing 
your Plate , tho' I falfely acetfcd her of it, Godforgk 
me ! 

JOHN ESTRICs 

Afterwards he went upon the Foot-pad, with 01 
William Standby, a SuocmTer, who having robbj 
two Men in Stepney fields, from one of whom lie hi 
taken a Watch, the Perion who loll, it, put next D:J ‘ 
an Advert ifement thereof, in tne London G. zettl * 
and not long .-'iter, Will Standby, going to pawn 1 
to Mr. Chamhtrs, a Pawnbroker, living at tiie Cc’ 
iier oi Blackmon'-frect , in Drurv-Lane, he, kno^ 
ing it to be t iat dcIcnUd in the News-P.prrs, w-e 
to ilop him, but t lien running out of his Shop as f 
as he could along Duny-Lane, and being purfu’d I 
fome who wry ’u Stop Thief John Llltoi, a Watc 
man, going then on Lis Duty, and endeavouring 
ieize Stanley , he ran him thro’ the Body with 1 j 
Sworu, Jb u t he dy’a on the Spot ; and the Mi 
derer was hang’d for it in the 28th Year of his A< i 
at Tyburn, on U hdnefaay tire 20th of Janus 
170^-4. 

But tho’ Elby had fecn fo many terrible Exampt 
of his wicked Companions being cut off before, j| 1 
taking no Warning thereby, he rather grew iik 
harden’d in his Sms, and never thought Juflice wo f 
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overtake him. He and his Affociatcs one Evening, 
meeting with young Pontack, the famous Mutton 
Chop teller, by Chad Church Hcfpita!, as coming 
from A c-nt dug: on, they leaped unawares upon him, 
on: of a U.Tch, and having fir ft taken fourteen or fif- 
teen Smiling* in Money from him, they then ftriped 
H him ihrkiuktd ; then tying his Hands behind him, 
I thev hung 5 or 6 Mutton Chops, which tney had 
bought for Supper, about his Neck, and fer.t him 
t him ; laying, at the fame Time, Since your Impudence 
I etjjum 'S a French Name, to put ojf boil'd Mutton and 
hi oth, cur Jufiiee dirclis us to fend you home in a 
Jl French Fajbion ; that is to fry, without Shoes or any 
L I Ling tlfr. 

Hill Elby never pretended to be an Art: ft at pick- 
ing Pockets ; neverthelefs, when Mr. Thomas a Shoe- 
■ maker, being drinking at the Dog Tavern *n New- 
gate-freet, laid a Wager that he would defie the bell 
Pick pocket in the World to get h»s Money from 
him, he was fele&ed to manage CV if pin, who, to fe- 
cure a mark’d Guinea which he was to iofe, had put 
it in his Mouth. So following him from Plan- to 
Piece, till lie came into the Piazza’ i in Cwent Gar- 
den, Will Elby pull’d a Hankerchief out of his Pocket 
in which was fome old Shillings, ana dropping the 
Money, a Mob came prefently round him, among 
whom was Mr. Thomas, to help him to pick up his 
Money. Afterwards the Rubble a (king Will whe- 
ther he had all ? he (aid, 1 ha ve all try Money, thank 
you, except a Guinea mark'd So and So, which I fan- 
cy the Gentleman there [pointing to the Shoemaker] 
has in his Mouth, by what I perceive of him. Where- 
upon, the vindidlive Mob lcaicur g the Shoemakers 
Mouth by force, and finding fuch a Guinea there as 
Elby deferibed, they did not only give it him, but 
had like to have knock’d Mr. Thomas on the Head ; 

I who return’d back ltrait to the Dog Tavern, where 
the Guinea was got before him, and he was well 
laugh’d at befides, for lofing a Wager of two Guineas 
more. 

But once this Fellow meeting with one Lieutenant 
Job Lord, as he was coming from Chelfra, he at- 
temped to rob him, at firft the Lieutenant was at a 
Lofs whether he fhould ftund on his own Defence, or 
no, as imputing the Refiltance would turn to no bet- 
ter Account than of one Pirate fighting another, when 
nothing is got betwixt them but Blows and empty 
Barrels ; but rather than lofe what he had, he engag’d 
the Foot-pad, and obtaining the Victory, gave him 
feveral Cuts over the Head ; and then tying him 
Neck and Heels, did not only take about eighteen 
Guineas from him, but left him there bound to affault 
the next Paffenger which came that Way. 

After this great Malefadtor received this Mifchance, 
being very poor a long Time, he was fo prophane 
as to fay to fome of his Comrades, that he would fell 
himfelf to the Devil for Money, who (as wicked as 
they were) exhorted him to the Contrary, telling him 
that Wizards and Witches were never rich ; when 
| they had any familiarity with infernal Powers ; 


but he Lid, I am refolded to do it , to better Adman* 

ta Z e \ 

Being in a little Time after in Newgate again, and 
one Sunday up at Chapel, when feveral Strangers 
were there, to hear a Sermon preached to fome con- 
demned Pen'ons, among whom was a Country Far- 
mer ; as the Buir.pl ing was leaning again!! the wooden 
Grates, t:.ro’ u hich the Felons peep, like the Lions 
in the I oner, and taking a Nap with the high ftiff 
Collar of iiis Waftecoat unbuttoned, Elby was fo 
dextrous as to take off a Cheat which he wore in the 
Room of a Shirt, from under all his Cloaths, which 
was not miffed at all by the Country Hick, till he came 
home, and then he fwere and raved like a mad Man, 
to think which Way he fhould Iofe that, without lo- 
fing his Coat and Waftecoat. 

Another Lime Elby, and fome as good as him- 
felf at Roguery, being at Bartholomew Fair, where, 
among the Crowd, a Country Fellow on Horfeback 
was llaring at a merry Andrew playing his Tricks, 
two of them fupporting the Saddle on their Shoulders, 
Elby privately cut the Girts and Bridle, and led away 
the Horfe unperceived, fo that the Mob difperfing, 
after the Fcol had diverted them a little from the 
Gallery of die Booth, the Country Fellow tumbled 
dovn in the Dirt, in a great Surprize at the Lofs of 
his Fellow Creature, and was obliged to go home to 
Enfold a-foot. 

Air. Abel, that had once the Honour to fing be- 
fore the King of Poland's Bear, keeping a Confortof 
vocal and inltrun.ental Mulick in York Buildings , 
Will Elby, who had been a Thief a long T ime, and 
was refolved to be one till he dy’d, being well drefled 
in an embroidered Coat, and a long Wig, and get- 
ting admittance^?**/;.*, among the Quality there, (for 
now a-days a mere Mountebank, ora Player, the two 
worft Profeffions upon Earth, in his laced Suit, fhall 
be more refpetted than a Gentleman of Merit, in one 
that is out of Fafhion) whilft the People were in the 
heighth of their Jollity and Paftime, he privately 
Hole above half a Score gold Watches, which he car- 
ried clear off, without feeing the Conclufion of the 
muiical Entertainment. 

Bat, at Iaft, this bafe Villain, tho’ he had receiv’d 
both the Sentence of the Law, and the Mercy of his 
Prince before, breaking open the dwelling Houfe of 
Mr. Janies Berry, at Fulham, and killing therein 
his Servant, Nicholas Hatfield, he was committed to 
Newgate . Whilft Sentence of Death was paffing on 
him at the Sejjions- Houfe, in the Old Bailey, his Im- 
pudence was fo great, as to curfe the whole Bench ; 
nor was his ill Behaviour Iefs remarkable under Con- 
demnation, when, being perfwaded to difeover his 
Accomplice or Accomplices in the faid Murder, he 
faid, That if any one Jhould ajk him again , any fuch 
FhieJHon, he would prefently knock him down. In 
this Resolution he continued till he was executed, 
and hang’d in Chains at Fulham , in the County of 
Middlefex , on Saturday the 15 th of September^ 170 7, 
aged 32 Years. 
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The LIFE of THOMAS WITHERINGTON. ; 

I JJ 


T HIS Perfon was the Son of a very wor- 
thy Gentleman of Carlijle in the County of 
Cumberland who pofieffed a plentiful Edate, 
and brought up hi Children handfomely, and fuita- 
bly to his Condition. Thomas, of whom we are go, 
ing to lpeak, had extraordinary Education given him- 
and was defigned for a Gentleman, to live at his Eafe, 
free from the 7’oil and Hazard of Bufmefs. The good 
old Gentleman dying, Thomas came into PofTeilionof 
a confiderable Edate, which foon procured him a 
rich Wife, but fhe proving loofe, and violating his 
Bed, pulh’d him on, in Revenge, to Extravagancies, 
which otherwife he had no Inclination to; h^r.Faf- 
Ihood to his Bed was a Mortification to his Thoughts 
he could never reconcile to his Mind, and being re- 
folved to requite her Perfidy and Treachery, he aban- 
doned himfelf to the Company of all Manner of Wo- 
fnen. Thefe by Degrees perverted all the good Qua- 
lities he pofteffed ; nor was his Edate lefs fubjeCt to 
Ruin and Decay, for the Mortgages he made of it, 
in order to fupport his Profufion and Luxury, foon 
reduced his Circumltances to a low Ebb, and made 
him miferably poor. What fhould a Gentleman of 
Mr. Witherington % late affluent Fortune, do in this 
wretched Cafe ? He was above the mean Submiffion 
of /looping to either' Relations or Friends for a De- 
pendance ; and to afk Charity or crave the Benevo- 
lence of -his Brother-Men, was a Circum fiance his Soul 
abhorr’d. One way he mull do to live ; to flarve 
prefenled nothing but frightful and melancholy Ideas 
to the Mind. 1 he collecting Money on the Road 
was judged the bed, though not the fureft Expedient, 
Of railing his Forrune. And with this View he com- 
mitted Robberies in moll Parts of England i or fix or 
fever Years with admirable Succefs. As none, or but 
very few Books of Robberies have given any Account 
of Whitherington' s TranfaClion, we (hall infert a few 
here, with a View to humour our Readers, that they 
may not fay they have the Life of a Man without any 
Adventure in it. 

Witherington , having left his Wife, on Account of 
her FalfhOod to his Bed, and being refolvcd to 
maintain himfelf by the Work of his own Hands 
borrowed the Sum of forty Pounds of a Neighbour- 
ing Gentleman of his Acquaintance, pretending fuch 
a Sum of Money would do him an infinite piece of 
Service, as it would fet him up in fome little honell 
Way, to fupport him at prefent. The Gentle- 
man, glad to find his Friend’s Temper fomewlut 
altered from its vad Prodigality, and being willing 
to redeem a vicious Inclination at fo fmall a Purchafe, 
readily lent him the Money, and pronounced feveral 
Bleffings along with it. But Wither higt on fruftrat- 
ed the Expectations of his Friend, and with the Mo- 
ney bought him a Horfe, and other NecefTaries fit 
for his future Enterprizes ! He happened to lie one 
Night at the Queen' s-He ad Inn in Kejwick in Cum- 
berland, where Dr. Flemming , Dean of Carlijle , was 
alfo. Our Adventurer, being no Way inferior to 


the Doftor, either in Learning, or Point of Conver 
Ltion or good Manners, feraped Acquaintance pre 
ftntly with the Clergyman, who was glad to hav< 
any one to converfe with, as he was alone. Sup 
per being fet before them, Witherington , to amuli 
the DoClor, told him he was but arrived a Fort 
night in England , having been abfent a matter o 
feven Years in the Eofl -lnd.es , where, thank God 
he had got, by his Indullry and good Fortune to 
gether, a competent Edate, ab'e to maintain him lik 
a Gentleman all his Life, and that now he was go 
ing to fee his Friends at Carlijle , from whom he hai 
been abfent fo long.— —The DoClor hearing hir 
mention Carlijle , was defirous to know who thof 
Friends were, acquainting him that he himfejf be 
longed to that City, and he lhould be glad of hi 
good Company thither in the Morning. Upon thi 
our Adventurer mention'd the Family of the Wither 
ingtons , and told the DoClor, that having heard hi 
Uncle was dead, and had left a confiderable Edati 
behind him, he had haden’d his Return to Englana 
and was come to fee what he had left him. H 
had a Son , faid he, named Thomas, a very hopefu 
young Man , woken lajl 1 left him ; but the Lette 
which informed me of my Uncle's Death , told m 
I'tkewife that his only Son was at the Point of Death 
and I know the Ejlate can devolve ( if every on 
has his Right ) on no other but me, who a?n nex< 
Heir at Law. The DoClor being perfeClly acquaint 
ed with Mr. Witherington s Circumdances, as ha 
ving made his Will, was furprized to think he hac 
got into the Company of fo near a Relation of tha 
Gentleman, and began to open his Mind to hin 
with greater Freedom. Sir, fays he, I have beet 
acquainted feveral times with a Relation of Mr 
Witherington'^, being in the Ead-Indies ; but the Fa • 
mily, I can ajfure you , had frequent Letters (from 
whom 1 cannot tell) of his dying at Fort St. George 
and what Prejudice this may have done your A fain 
at Carliile, to Morrow will be the beft Witnefs . A* 
for Thomas, the only Son of Mr. Witherington, 1 
can ajfure you, that he is alive , and has run through 
the Ejlate his Father left him very profufely : In- 
deed, at his coming into PoJJiJfion, he gave the World 
great Hopes of making an excellent Husband, which 
foon procured him a // ife with a confiderable Fortune ; 
but the Lady , 1 am told, not proving fo virtuous as 
fhe ought, forced him into a quite contrary conrft 
oj ' Life, for inf cad of living frugally and temper- 
ately, as ufual, he abandon'd himfelf to the Embraces 
of lewd Women, kept high Company , proje rated Gam- 
ing , and a thoufand othor wicked Courfes , which 
foon mind his Ejlate , and brought him to Want: 
And if 1 am not mi f form'd, to fupport his ufual 
Extravagances, he frequents the Road, and takes 
Purfes . Our Adventurer pretended all the while to 
liden with a world of Attention ; and when the Doc- 
tor acquainted him with’ his Coufin’s Extravagancies, 
feem’d in the deeped Melancholy imaginable : Re- 
verend 
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vertnd Sir, fays Witherington, 1 infinite Obligations 
to you for the Di/covery you have ?nade about my 
Uncle Witherington and his Son ; and pojfibly you 
made he of extreme Service to my Affairs. I can- 
not impute our meeting together to any other thing 
>han an Act of Providence , which is willing to in - 
iulge me ; and, I pray , Sir , let me beg to be a Bottle 
f Wins for wore Acquaintance. The Doctor, who 
vas a true Bacchanalian , readily accepted the Prof- 
er, and Witherington and he made it up four F talks 
More they went to Bed, wiiere they repos'd very 
our.d till eight tne next Morning. Tney got up 
> ogether, eat their Break fall, mounted, and took 
heir Journey ; when the Uoctor, to make their Tra- 
cking as pleating as pofiible, ran over a great many 
ivertmg btories ; and Witherington , to make his 
arc good, was not backward in producing Tales to 
afwer his. All fieem’d in good Harmony ; the Doe- 
)V pleas’d with his Friend, as he fuppos’d, and 
or Adventurer with his Traveller: Bat we fhall 
ion fee the Clergyman’s Tone chang’d ; for With- 
ington being aruv’d, with his Companion, at the 
onicr of a Wood, rode up to the Doblor, and 
• hifper’d in his Ear : Sir, tho’ the Place vve are at 
I very private, yet willing what I do Ihould be 
ore private, I take the Liherty to acquaint you, 

I at you have fomething about you that will do 
f z an infinite Piece of Service. — — Wnat’s that, 
I vly'd the Dodlor? You lhall have it withal my 

■ ;art, if ’twill do you fo much Service as you fay. 

4 :hank you, Sir, for your Civility, fays Withering - 

■ well then, to be plain with you,— ’tis the Mo- 
il / in your Breeches-pocket tint will be infinitely 

< viceable to me. Money, reply d the Dodlor ; 

Shy, Sir, you cannot w ail Money, your Garb 
•l 1 Perfon both tell me } ou r.re in no Want. — Ay, 
1; I am, for tne Ship i came over in h- ppen’d to 

I wreck’d, fo that i have loll all 1 brought ; 

I I I would not enter Carlifie for the whole World 

t:hout Money in my Pocket, Friend, i may 

i^e the fame Plea, and fay, I would not go into 

*4.t City for the World without Money in my Poc- 
Jj:; but, what then ? If you are Mr. Withering • 
i’s Nephew, as you pretend to be, you would not 
t is peremptorily demand Money of me ; for Car - 
!? being io fmall a Diitance from us, it cannot be 
i ch that is wanting to defray yourExpences thither, 

\ ere, on representing your Cafe, you’ll find Friends 
mgh to fupport you ; and I declare, if you have 
idling, I’ll difburie for you Io far. Witherington 
de Anfwer, Sir, the Queilion is not, whether I 
be any or no Money, but what you carry in your 
I:kets, for you fay my Coufin is oblig’d to take 
f rfes on the Road to fupport himlelf, and fo am I ; 
f that if I take your’s, you may ride to Carlifie , and 
t< tne Inhabitants, that Mr. Witherington met you, 
a ( l demanded your Charity.- — The Doblor plainly 
jflttlerilanding by this the Drift of his Companion’s 
lentions, told him, tie was amaz’d to think, 
t t a Perfon who had pretended fo much Honefty 
f uld deceive him in tnat manner, by requiring 
h Money, to which he had no Right. — Right, re- 
F ’d the other, why, I tell you, Sir, that whether 
I/dve Right or no Right to it, 'tis my Cuilom 
t lay hold of it, if fo be that I can but get it. 

he was fpenking thefe Word*?, a Country Higgler, 
fi ng between two Panniers full of Poultry, rode 
" to them, upon which, fays Withr ington. You 
left Fellow, I have a Caufe of Confcience to put 
you, whom I take to be fittell Perfon to decide 
Here is a Clergyman, and a fat one let me tell 
who has four Livings, which bring him. in an 


a ual Rent of a thoufand Pounds ; yet for all this, 
las not the Sincerity or Heart to give a Far- 
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thing of his Money to the Poor, -tho’ he has now 
above fifty Guineas in his Pockets. What fay you. 
Countryman ? Doth not Chriiltanity the Rich that 
they are to give to the Poor, or clfe their Way to 
Heaven is as difficult, as for a Camel to go through 
the Eye of a Needle. — The Countryman feeming 
confounded at the Sight of Witherington' s Piflols, 
which he now began to fhew, was in a Dilemma 
what Anfwer to make, till our Adventurer forcing 
him to fpeak ; he fpoke thus, Why, Sir, lie tell 
you my Mind, 5 tis laid, indeed, tnat the Rich 
ihould give to the Needy ; but who knows what 
Occaiions the rich Man may have for his Money ; 

If there be an Objebt of Pity that' really has no- 
thing, there I take i:, that the rich M.m ought to 
give to the Poor. — Than, my friend, l tell thee, 

I am that Objebl of Charity, for the Devil a far- 
thing have I about me, and it colt me ten Shillings 
tall Night to treat this fire-nofe Son of a Whore 
of a Pari on. — Come, my Lad, determine quickly, 

for I mull proceed on in my Bufinefs. Then I 

pronounce, reply’d the Countryman, 1 hat the Rich 

ought to give to the Poor, Whereupon, Wither- 

ington drawing up to the Doblor, the Reverend 
Clergyman deliver’d him his Green Purfe, with fifty 
Guineas in it. Witherington was rejoiced at the 
Sighl;*&nd taking thence a Guinea, gave it the 
Countryman for the Equity of his Award, and then 
rode oft*, leaving the Dobtor to purfue his Journey 
to Carlifie , and there tell his Misfortune. 

Witherington another time being at N ewe a file, 
toon up hu Quarters at the Sign of the George 
Inn, winch was then in a Street call’d the Broad*- 
Chair. It happen’d, that abundance of young Cler- 
gymen, and other Scholars were come to follicit for 
a Schoolmaikr’s Place in the adjoining Country, 
worth about a hundred and fifty Pounds per Ann. 
It feems, the Gift went by Eleblion, and he that 
could give the belt Proofs of his Capacity and Learn- 
ing, was to have it. Several Gentlemen were pre- 
fen t to gain Y T otes for their refpebtivc Candidates, 
and no more than five and twenty Freeholders had 
\ otes to difpofe of this Benefice. Our Adventurer 
finding how Matters were likely to go, procured the 
Landlord to lend him a coarfer Suit of Cloathes than 
what he had on, faying, he was fure to obtain the 
School, provided Merit w r as to take Place. The 
Cloathes were inllancly procur’d, and Witherington 
appear'd in the Kitchen, where he fitt down with 
Ins Mug of Ale by him, and fmok’d his Pipe. One 
of the Freeholders, who was alfo a Truftee for this 
School, obferving fomething in our Adventurer’s 
Countenance that infenfibly pleas’d him, plac’d 
himfelf down in the next Chair to him, and began 
to tell him every Circumftance abo.i* chufing a new 
School -mailer. Ay ! Jays Witherington, I hope that 
Merit will take Place ; but 1 am afraid fome one 
or other of thefe fine Sparks will carry the Day, 
by the mere Interefi of the Friends they have brought. 
Nay, nay, replies the Freeholder, as long as I have 
a Vote, Jultice fhall be done. What, did thou 
come hither to put up ? Ay, fays the other , but 
I’ll return Home, for I believe my Journy’s loll. — 
Not at all yet, Man ; never fear, for egad, I fay. 
Merit lhall take Place, and if thou be found the bell 
Scholar, thou fhall certainly have it. : And to con- 
vince thee, that I have fome Refpebt for thy Per- 
fon, tho’ thou art a Stranger to me, I here pro- 
mife thee my Vote before my Landlord, and wilj 
not only do that for thee, but gain thee fome o- 
thers to thy Interefl. Witherington thank’d him 
heartily for his Civility ; and the old Man w'as as 
good as his Word, for, till the Time of the Elec^ 
tion’s coming on, 'the good and frank JFreeholdev 

took. 
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took-feveral of his Neighbours afide, and procured 
their Votes, in Oppolition to, the reft. The Elec- 
tion now is begun, and each by tdrns are examin’d. 
A fierce Cornell arofe between two of the lall, (for 
our Adventurer was concealed all the while) who 
feem’d to have equal Abilities for the Imployment, 
and the Examiners and Freeholders were going to 
determine in favour of one of them, when our a- 
bove-mention’d Truftee, ipeaking to the Gentlemen 
affenibled on theOccahon, told them he begged they 
would defer giving Judgment for a 'quarter of on 
Hour, till they had heard a Friend of his, a poor 
Man, examin’d him, and who was fo modell, that 
.he had declin’d appearing among a fuch guady Com- 
pany. 

All upon this were importunate to fee him. He 
was brought, and feveral abilrufe Queilions was put 
to him, in order to puzzle his Underhand ing ; but 
he anfwer’d all with a furprizing Facility and Judg- 
ment, fo that the Company could not help li.iring 
upon one another. Come, faid he, you are my Anta- 
gonfis, let us decide this Controajerfy by Dint and Force 
of Argument : for ’ tis not a Parcel of Greek and La- 
tin Sentences cull'd out of ancient Authors , that ought 
to pur* bafe a hundred and fifty Pounds a Tear ; let's 
fee if you thoroughly unacrftand what you read ; or if 
you at e Art i ft enough to dijlinguijh betwixt good and 
bad Writing. 

, The Books which he defircd were immediately pro- 
duced, but within half an Hour he made both the Ex- 
aminers, Freeholders and other Gentlemen affembled 
on this Occafion, fee clearly, that all the Candi- 
dates, who had been fome Years at the Uuiverfity, 
except himfelf, were fo far from having anv real 
Knowledge in the Books, out of which they had 
made their Citations, that they had only gone thi- 
ther to {pend their refpe&ive Parents fixty or feventy 
Pounds a Year. This unexpected Succefs of our 
Adventurer made the reil of the Company flare on 
one another ; the feveral Gentlemen who came to 
follicit for their Friends were confounded, and obli- 
ged to return re infella ; and what was moil furpriz- 
ing, Witherington, who appear’d at this Election 
purely to gratify a roving Inclination he had, obtain’d 
the School with little or no difficulty, while the o- 
thers, who had been at confiderable Expences in tam- 
pering with the Freeholders for their Y r otes, found 
themiclves and their Hopes intirely fruflratcd. In 
fhort, Witherington was invefied in the Jurifdi&ion 
of the School with the ufual formalities ; and happen- 
ing to behave in his Place with a great deal of Mode- 
ration and Humility, the Churchwardens of the Pa- 
rilh taking a greater fancy for him, put their Books 
of Account in his Hands, and made him Overfeerand 
Tax gatherer of their Parifh ; nay, fo fond were all, 
and fo believing in his Juilice, that the ReCtor com- 
mitted to his Care the collecting his Renti and 
Tytbes. Witherington finding himfelf in a tolerable 
Way of Subfihence, was very well pleas’d with his 
Condition, which afforded him Opportunities enough 
to make his Advantage. The Truflees of the Parilh, 
and the Parfon himfelf were, if we may ufc the Ex- 
preffion, over credulous, and Witherington % Words 
and Advice were fure to pafs current when ail the refl 
failed : So that never Man had better Opportunities 
(I mean one who had advantageous Views in profi- 
led) of enriching himfelf. Witherington faw how the 
good Humour towards him diffufed itfelf through the 
"Body of the Parifhoners, and was refolved to make a 
fine Handle of it. To this End he infinuated what 
Honour it would be to the Memory of the prefent 
Heads of the Parifh to have a new School ereCled in 
the room of the old, which was in a very ruinous 
Condition j telling them at the fame time, that, to 


promote fo laudable an Undertaking he would fink a 
Year’s Salary himfelf. This generous Propofition 
was received with Chearfuinel's, and it was unani- 
moufly agreed to have a new School ereCied. Wither -| 
ington feeing his Propoi'al lik’d, got tiie Affair to 
be carry’d on with a great deal of Brifknefs, Con- 
tributions came in pretty thick from the neighbour- 
ing Gentlemen, and a Sum of :;bo\e feven nundred 
Pounds was immediately rais’d. This enliven’d IVi- 
thcringtoii s Hopes, who, finding he was dllcoxer’d 
by two Gentlemen who happened to come from Car 
life to fee a Friend of theirs in this Place, he made of 
the following Night with the Money that had beei 
given for rebuilding the School, and went di 
redly into Buckinghamjhire , where he committed fe 
veral Robberies ; the principal of which we ffial 
fet down in the Sequel. 

Being one time at the Town of Buckingham, h 
fell into the Company of fome Country Farmers, \vh 
who were come to pay tneir Rents, having all on ’ 
Landlord: The Ruliics were in a hot Debate A 
bout the Price of Corn, and unanimoufty laid, th; 
if their Goods brought them no more Money, *tw: 
impoffible to maintain their Farms any longer, nmc 
lefs to pay their Landlord his Rent, ifitheringto . j 
willing to have fome Difcourfe with them, fat dow 
in an Elbow-chair by the fiie-fide, and call’d for I 
Pint of Wine : the Ruftics imagining by the Drc l 
of our Adventurer, that he was fome Gentlem: I 
who was travelling farther, ask’d him how forwa I 
the Corn was in thofe Countries he had travell I 
through. This was what our Adventurer delir’ | 
God bethank’d, faid he, there lias not been thr 
Weeks finer Weather than the laft tliefe fix Yea 
as I know of, and if it continues much longer, ’ 




to be hop’d the Fields will be quite clear’d.— 
Ay, faid the Countrymen, but the fame fair Weatl 
lias not blefs’d Buckinghamjhire, for we have h 
large intermiffive Rains round about us for th( 
fix Weeks pail, which has done our Corn confidt 
able Damage, and I fear will do more, if the lai 
uncertain W eather continue ; yet our Landlord < 
pedis his Rent a fortnight after Quarter-day, n* 
withllanding all the Misfortunes that attend us 

prefent. Pray what Rent may you pay, repi 

Witherington ? For having all the fame Landlord, 
you fay , the Sum muil be pretty confiderable.— 
Coididerable indeed, anfwerd they, for to tell y 
a Word of a Lye, we commonly bring him hitl 
once every Quarter a matter of three hundred Poun 

That is a round Sum upon my faith, refl 

Withrington : and, pray, does he make no Alio 
ances in Cafes of bad Weather or otherwile?'* 
Not a Souce, Sir ; for he’s one of the moll mil 
Jy Fellows this Day in the whole Land ; he . 
upward of twelve hundred a Year, and yet grud; 
to allow himfelf Ncceffaries. — Ay, he’s a coven 
Wretch, indeed, and ’tis a thoufand Pities he Iho 
be Mailer of lo much Money: Is there no Way* 
reclaim him d’ye think? — What do you meanSN 
— I mean, is there no Way to make him a bet * 
Man than he is ? — Wc apprehend there is vail 1“ 

ficulty in that. Well, Friends, if you’ll le. 5 

the Affair to me. I’ll manage the Payment of y»r 
Rents fo well for you, that ffiall only pay hah F 
the three hundred Pounds for this Quarter ; 5 
true I’m a Stranger to you, but you may’depii 

on my Sincerity in fervingyou ; The Countryrt 

hearing this unexpected Speech from their new . - 
quaintance, feem’d extraordinarily glad at the Ne'» 
but wonder’d, as they knew their Landlord’s 
ricious Temper, how he would pretend to fee 
them fo beneficially : Pray, Sir, faid they, acqut t 
us how you into do us this particular Piece of < ~* 
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•ice, for rxe Jhc.ll be ready to embrace it. Why, 

' tel! you, as foon as your Landlord cones , if he makes 
ny Hefitation at feeing me in your Company % you 
mil tell him , that being a Relation to one of you, 
ad hied tip in the Laws , I had a Mind to come and 
Hicit a Favour from him in your Behalf This was 
Tirr.ediately agreed 10 ; and the Landlord appear'd 

1 a Quarter of an Hour, who fat down among his 

ennanti, without feeming to take Notice of our 
.dventurer. Witherington obferving this fpoke to 
e Fanners, Gentlemen , I prefume this is your 

indlsrd'i and now he's come , your Buftnefs may be 
patch'd prefentiy . Accordingly the Mailer of the inn 
as call’d. to ftiew them to a private Room, becaufe 
iey had Bufinefs of the laft Importance to tranfaft to* 
:tner. Mr. Buffer (fo was the Perfon’s Name) or- 
r’d one of his Men to conduft them into the 
ar chamber, which was over the Brewhoufe, and 

fame Diftance from the overhearing of the red 
the Houfe. Hither they were convey’d, and all 
: down round a large Table. The Landlord was 
der’d to produce his laft Receipts for Rent?, 
lich Witherington , as a pretended Lawyer, feem’d 

read over with a world of Care. Well, Mr. 

indlord, fays he, I find by the Receipts which thefe 
mtiemen, my Acquaintances have from time to 
ae had from you, that they have been extraor- 
larily exaft in paying their Rent every Fortnight 
er the Quarters became due ; and I think you 
ty blefs your Fortune that ycru have fo many lio- 
fl and good Tenants, who, were they other Men 
in they are, would have left their Farms a confidcr- 
e lime ago. I fhall be very fhorc in what I have 
fay, for abundance of Words are but unneceflarv. 
iu mull know. Sir, then, that thefe fix good Men 
aut you, have, as I am inform’d, been Tenants to 
u a considerable number of Years, which, I take it, 
.kes for them. It feems that none of them owe 
: Money they have acquired, to the Produce they 
ve made of your Land, but to other Contingencies, 
dch Fortune has thought fit to throw in their Way. 
hence comes it, then, that they preferve fuch an 
/iolable Efteem for you and your Farms, in pay- 
r your Rent fo pun&uaUy, that no others will pleafe 
?m ? They tell me, they are come this Day to pay 
iu three hundred Pounds for a fingle Quarter’s 
:nt: Pray, what would it be. Sir, to throw them 
ck this Money, as a fmall Gratuity for the Loffes 
sy are likely to fuftain this Year, through the Rains 
at continue to fall in this Country : Tenants, of 
other People, ought to have peculiar Indulgences, 
ice, by fheir Labour and Induftry fo min y mifera- 

2 Wretches like yourfelf are fupported. And if 
evidence thinks fit to vifit one particular County 
a Kingdom with an almoft continued Temped, 
that tne PoffdTors of the Ground become Lofcrs 
:reby, ’tie my humble Opinion, that the Head 
indiord ought to abate of his Rent in Proportion 

the Loftes of his Tenants. The avaricious 

tndlord look’d on his Tenants with a grim Afpeft, 
lifying thereby the ill Opinion he had of the Stran- 
r; and after fome Paufe broke out into the fol- 
ding Exclamation ; Friend, you are an entire 
ranger to me, and I cannot fee what Bufinefs you 
ve to intermeddle in the Affairs between me and 
t T ennnts, who are all of them honeft Men, and 
y me my Rent without grumbling. Have you a 
md to create a Variance betwixt us, and break 
it good Underftanding that has fabfifted among 
for fo many Years ; if fo, declare your Mind, 
it I may know what I have to do. As for Lof- 
they are likely to fuftain ; h it in my Power 
corrett the Weather, or lay Commands "on Pro- 
ience, to make the Seafon wet or dry juft as I or 
2S 


they pleafe ? When a Compact is made between 
Landlord and Tenant for a Farm, the latter cove- 
nants to pay a ftated annual Event, without any Di- 
minution for occafional or accidental Rains, for by 
the fame Way of arguing, you may as well fay, 
that provided a Farmer’s enrire Crop happens to 
blighted with Lightning, the Landlord, in fuch Cafe, 
ought to abate of his Tenant’s Rent in Proportion 
to the Lofs he fuftain’d. Was ever fuch a Thing 
heard of? Suppofing now, that the Houfes my Te- 
nants dwell in fhould be blown down by the high 
Winds that whiftle about them at this prefent, pray 
who is to ereft them again ? Why, myfelf ; might 
not I have juft Renfon to f2y, that my Lofs and 
Damage was confiderable, and therefore according to 
Equity, my Tenants ought to augment their Rents 
in Proportion to my Sufferings. This, Sir, is fair 
Reafoning ; and how you can controvert it, I can- 
not fee, produce all the Laws of England on your 

Side, if you will. 1 have nothing* farther to fay on 

tins Point, but infill, in behalf of my Friends here, 
that you remit them a hundred and fifty Pounds of 
this Quarter’s Rent, for l am told you have more 
than enough to fupport yourfelf and Family.— 
Not one Souce, reply' d the Landlord,~-V'/o'\l try 
that prefentiy. — But pray Sir, take your Pen, Ink 
and Paper in the mean time, and write them their 
their Receipts, and the Money (hall be forth coming 

immediately. Not a Letter tell the Money is 

within my Hands. It muff be fo then, anfwer’d 

Witherington ; you will force a gcod-natur’d Man 
to ufc Extremes with you : and fo faying, he laid a 
Brace of loaded Piftob on the Table. Immediately 
the Landlord was on his Knees before Witherington, 
O dear Sir, fweet Sir, kind Sir, loving Sir, for God 
of Heaven Sake, Sir, be merciful. Sir, and don’t 
take away the Life of an innocent Man, Sir, who 
never intended you or any Ferfon elfe any Harm in 
the whole Courfe of his Life. — Why, what Harm 
do I intend you, Friend ? Cannot I lay the Piffols I 
travel with on the Table, but you muft throw ycur- 
fdf into this unnecefTory Fear ? Fray croceed to the 
Receipts, and write them in full of all Accounts 
and Demands from the Beginning of the World to 
this Time, or elfe— —or eife— Dear God, Sir, you have 

an Intention. Pray dear Sir, have no Intention a- 

gainll my Life. To the Receipts then — - — -or by 

ft — pi — ter Am — mon. I’ll With this the old 

Landlord wrote full Receipts, and deliver’d them 
to the reipedive Farmers. 

Come, fays Witherington, this is honeft, and to 
fee that you have met with Perfons as honeft as 
yourfelf, you (hall have a hundred and fifty Pounds, 
which is a hundred and fifty Times mpre than you 
deferve ; and, I promife you, if Things fucceed well 
with thefe fix good Men, you fhall have the other 
Half made up the next Quarter. And having thus 
faid, he ordered the Countrymen to give him their 
Money, and he would pay him, which was accord- 
ingly done, and he paid him a hundred and fifty 
Pounds, Whereupon the old Landlord feeming ex- 
tremely cloudy at his Difappointment, but not dar- 
ing to utter a Word about his Lofs, nor the Coun- 
trymen venturing to fpeak a Syllable about what 
had befallen him, left worfe Confequences might 
attend this odd Proceeding. The other People in 
the Houfe plainly difeovered an unufual Sadnefs dif- 
fufed over the Countenance of the rich Landlord, 
but could not tell what to impute it to. 

Our Adventurer having made an End of this fin- 
gular Tranfaftion, ordered his Horfe to be faddled 
immediately, and, walking into the Stable to fee how 
the Hoftler perform’d his Duty, afk’d him feveral 
Queftions about the rich Landlord, as how much 
E e Land 
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Land he poffeffed, and where he lived, and having 
got A fuccind Account from him,, he mounted and 
rode off, with ah Expe&ation of feeing his Twelve 
hundred Pounds a Year Landlord in a little Time. 
He had not rode abpvo a Mile out of Town, when 
^when wanting to eafe Nature a little, he efpied the 
old Gentleman coming towards him on a gentle Trot, 
Tbeing followed by a Servant with a Portmanteau be- 
hind him. On their feeing one another, the old 
Gentleman feemed very willing to turn back, but 
Witberington ^ faking hold qf his Horfe’s Bridle, de- 
.fired 'Tuny not to refufe him his Company, fince he 
had an Affair of gieat Importance to communicate 
to him.. The old Gentleman, without making any 
Anfwer, fet Spurs to his Horfe, and leemed deters 
min’d to wrell himfelf by main Force out of the 
’Hands of one he had Reafqn to hate the worlt in 
the World. Our Adventurer feeing him a little 
jefolute, told him, that fince it was fo, he was 
obliged to ufe fome Violence, which he was forry 
for, upon his Perfon, and therefore, as he tendred 
the Safety of his own Life, bid him give him the 
hundred and fifty Pounds, which remained of the 
Rent he had lately receiv’d ; for, .faid he, I have 
infinitely more preffing Occaiions for fuch a Sum of 
Money than you, who, out of Twelve hundred 
Pounds per Annum , cannot find in ypur Confcience 
to allow yourfelf Neceffaries. What, d’ye think 
that Money was defigned for no other Ufe than 
to hoard up for a whoring Son, or fome diilant 
debauch’d Relation, who, after your Death, will 
curfe your Memory a thoufand Times a Day, and 
triumph over your Grave. No, Money is a Bleffing 
font us by Heaven, in order that by its Circulation 
it may afford Nourishment to the Body politick, 
for if fuch Rafcals as you, by laying up your 
'fhoufands in your Coffers to no Advantage, caufe 
a Stagnation, there arc Thoufands in the World 
that feel the Copfequences, and I am to acquaint 
you of them ; fo that a better Deed cannot be done, 
than to beflow what you have about to me, for to 
be plain with you, I am not to be refufed, and fo 
faying, he rode up with his Piftol in his Hand to 
{he Footman, whole Portmanteau he having nn- 
ty’d, and put on his own Ilorfe, he then went up 
to the old Gentleman, who, extremely afraid of 
his Life, delivered him his green Purfe with the 
hundred and fifty Guineas, and fome old Medals. 
Witberington having receiv’d the Spoil, told him, 
that Charity extotted in that Manner was of no 
Signification, for if the Heart was not inclined na- 
turally of itfelf to give, all the Money he had in 
the World was but a Plague to him, and then turn- 
ing his Horfe about, he march’d off, leaving this 
Admonition behind him, to be affable and generous 
to his Tenants, for they were the Pcrfons that iup- 
ported him ; for had he Eyes to obferve with what 
Difficulty they obtain’d their Money, he would o- 
pen his Heart a little more, and faid, if he heard 
them fpeaking againll hint any more, as he had done 
in Buckingham, he might depend on feeing him at 
his Houfe, and partake there of fuch Liberality as 
his Apartments wonld afford him, and then he left 
him. . . 

But Witberington after this Adventure found the 
Country too hot for him to Hay any longer in it : 
For. the old Gentleman fent a Hue and Cry after him, 
and the Defcription of his Horfe, Drefs and Perfon 
was fo truly given, that he was obliged to ride round 
about the Country for a matter of two Days and a 
Night. The hril Houfe he put up at was at Nant~ 
with in Cbcjbirc, at the George and Vulture there, 
where coming in all of a muck Sweat, and his Horfe 
in a weary Condition, the Gentlewoman of the 
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Houfe, who was a Widow Woman, thinking lie w I 
come off a large Journey (as indeed he toe® 

more than ordinary Care about him, for i?or ,| 
fhould catch Cold, and order’d him iomething war® 
to drink. The Landlady was remark’d ait rou: T 
the Country for her extraordinary Civilities to Sera I I 
gers, which drew Abundance of Travellers to 1. | 
llotife. She was not quite pall the fix’d Time 
her Mourning, having loft a very good Iiu>b.-.*| 
about eight Months before ; fhe had Youth on 1. 
Side, and a tolerable good Face to let her off, bl ( 
what was the principal of all the reil, was, that I.®- 
Husband having had a rolling Trade while he iiv*® 
fhe was left in very good Circa alliances. f/ithiM 
ington , though very much fatigu’d with his JournJ 
could not but turn his Eyes upon her, and tha:' 
her a thouland l imes for the Cure ihe Ihew’d o\ 
him. She anfwer’d him always with a lively Bril® 
nefi, that he was not. Mailer of himfelf to go 
Bed, but, in fpite of all the Fatigue of his long joi 
ney, would make a Party among iome Gendein j 
that came to fup there, that Night. Tliefe (w 
were four) it feems, made Pretenhons to the Dan r 
though in a private Wa^. Witberington had t 
good Eyes not to obferve it ; and he » would now a v 
then imartly point in his Difcourfe to the Lar i 
lady, that ihe might think herfeif vallly happy a 
great, in making a Conqueft over fo many Heai i 
All was carried on with a wonderful deal of Mir 
but Hill the Widow, as ihe fpoke, drew the Att< •- 
non of the whole Company. After Supper \ - 
over, the Widow addreffing herfeif to our Adv< 
turer, begged him to give the Company a Song, Jr 
ihe was jure he could fwg, having fo clear and f w 
a Voice. Witberington wanting no further Imp l- 
tunity from a Perfon he had already fix’d his , q 
fe&ions on, began thus ; f 

While rofy Charms , and gay Delight 
Sit in thy blooming Looks confefl, 

2 tremble ; yet admire the Sight , 

And feel the Rapture in ?ny Brea ft, 

Ob ! footh my Flame 
Thou killing Dame y 

And lull my Scul to balmy Reft, 

Can gazing y amb rous Man y behold 
Tbofe beauteous Eyes , divinely gay. 

Or view thy * irrffes all of Gcld y 
And not Love's mighty Hand obey P 
Come, and inf pi re , 

Or. quench my Fire, 

Forfoon my Soul will melt away. 

- 

Come fair Venus, fhjeni of leaf re, l| . 

And fair Wido w, eruilefs Freafure, 

Fold within my Anns. 

For in Love then’ is no Fleafure, 

IV hen encircl'd with thy Charms. 

Thefe Verfes, and the Air our Adventurer dt 
vered them with, were enough to warm an Imagir 
tion like that of the Widow’s ; fhe was too penea 
ting not to underftand who the Fer.oa was they w< 
addreil to ; lhe'vva , at Lois how to admire the Sins I 
of them too much ; arfd was even going to perfwa * 
herfeif fome good Fortune was drawing near her, 
having fo charming a Gallant under iier Roof :*S 
confidered the reil of the Company fmgly for a wh 
within her Breail, but found, on a clofe Examinatic 
that our Adventurer had the Afcendant over them ! j 
a great deal. But to make Trial of the Abilities of t ' 
Reil, fhe defired them to favour her with each a Sor 
which was complied with,, but how diitailef ul and fail 




Pyrr.tes, Highborn 

I iiow diilant from the fine and genteel Manner, where- 
with W ithti h'.gton pronounced his Words. I cannot 
lut thirk, Taya ihe, that as you have favour'd me with 
, a ft tend l i Seng, yen can a l jo gratify me with fome Ad- 
|| venture of jour's, for year Perjoti and Mein plainly 
I difover there is fome thing extraordinary in you, more 
than a thou fund other Min can pretend to. II it her- 
h'.-ion thank’d her for the Honour (he did him, but 
denied no flutt er Commendation, as lie very well 
knew there w.t nor.iirg in him but what almoll every 
inignt el im well as he. To pleafe you, Ma- 
U.nn, ar.d if it be no Offence to the Gentlemen in 
Ce;|vr,/ here, 1 Ih .11 beg Leave to give a Recital of 
n.v coi.smg iuti.tr, which may afford fome Circum- 
Alices ot ~n Adventure not unworthy to be related. 
All the Company hearing this, were by fo much the 
more G.he;tuus to make him proceed, as they conjec- 
tured they Ihould hear fome Hints which had been a 
My fiery to them. iVitherington finding this, began 
tniis : I was bom, Gentlemen and Lady, on the Con- 
iines of Scctlr./.d, of. Parents not to be defpifed ; for 

i in my Family have been Perfons of Dignity and Re- 
pute, fome of whom have facrific'd their Lives in the 
Bed of Honour, in Defence of their Country and Re- 
ligion ; while, others, trained up in tne different 
Branches of a liberal anu fine Education, have been 
I advanced to ccnfiderabie Polls in the Kingdom, which 
they conllantly maintained with Integrity and Up- 
rightnefs of Mind. At five Years of Age I was put 
under the Tuition of an Uncle of mine, who, hav- 
I ing a large Eilate and no Children, took a particular 
liking to me, inform ch that I became his favourite, 
and wherefoever he went, I was lure of being carried 
with him. As ms Age adwaiced, I was put under 
■\ the Cure of School-mailers, eminent for their Learn- 
I ir.g, and before I was full eleven Years old, I could 
make a Theme, or a Dozen Latin Hexameter and 
Pentameter Verfes tolerably well. But coming into 
my fourteenth Year, my Notions of Things beg-m 
to extend themielves farther ; and I thought the 
School a meer Confinement. Love then began to ac- 
tuate within me, and, ifidpite of mylelfana School, 

* found the Power ot Cupid too much iuperior to all my' 

I Endeavours to lupprels it. It happened that a neigh- 
bouring young Lady frequently made Yifitsatmy 
Uncle’s Houle, in Company with her Mother ; who, 
as the Neighbourhood reported it, was defig ued for 
him. r Ihey had a thoufand Interviews together, but 
to what End no Body could ever yet di. cover. Va- 
rious were the Difcourfo about them. And amidft 
^.different Sentiments cf the Farifhioners, the old 
Gentlewoman died ; upon which the fair and young 
, Daughter was removed to my Uncle’s Houfe. I had 
now. an Opportunity of diilinguifhing more Cliarmes 
■ than I had ever done before';- 1 .had an intimate Ac- 
| quainrar.ee with her, and though a Scholar, had the 
■ Art to gun her Affedions . We loved one another 
I with a Paflion that is too difficult to ueferibe : For 
ncitner of us could ever endure to be a Moment ab- 
I fen: from each other’s fonverfation. We kifs’a one 
| another, and toy'd out thofe half Days, when we had 
play, in little but fincere Dalliances. 1 made her 
Yerles, and furg her Songs. We uicd to walk toge- 
ther in the Fields, and lit two or three Hours at a 
l ime under the Shade of fome Tree, while I diverted 
her. with reading Tales of Love, or Romances. But 
^ alas ! when we thought our Happinefi> the moll fc- 
^ure, we were unhappily fepavated ; for being at an 
Age capable of prolecutmg nobler and gemeeler Stu- 
dies, my Uncle fenr me to the Univerfity, to the 
greateil Regret l ever found in the World. My Un-" 
cle was not ignorant of the Love that was between us; 
he gave us rather Liberty to indulge, it, than any 
^ay . hindred us in the carrying on of our Amour. 
The Lady had a confiderable Fortune left her by her 
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Mother, who before fhe died, made her Will, and 
declared therein my own Uncle her foie Executor, 
with a Power of aifpofmg of her Daughter to whom 
he pleaied. I had behaved myfelf hitherto with 
great Circumfpeftion, fo far as my tender Age would 
permit me ; and nothing I thought in the World 
could hinder me from. coming into the Arms of a 
beautiful Bride with an exteniive Portion, and enjoy- 
ing my Uncle’s Ella te after his Deceafe; but Expe- 
rience tells Mankind,tnere isjno Certainty to be found : 
For during my being at theXoliegc, where I had al- 
ready lludied fix Ye.qrs, my* Uncle, though feventy 
Years of Age, takes her, who was mine by all the fa- 
cred Ties of Truth and Love, and no more than fe- 
venteen Years old yet, to be his Wife. The firll 
News of this Revolution came inclofed in a Letter, a 
Correfpondenr of mine in the Country lent me. I 
was confounded and bewildered, wholly unable to re- 
concile myfelf to a Belief of it for feveral Days : But 
when I found the Thing too true, what Tongue can 
exprefs the Anguiih of my Soul. .. I wrote to my Un- 
cle, andfignified to him the Injuftice he had done me 
in depriving me of the only Bleffing l had in the World, 
■and iuggeiled the monllrous Inequality there was be- 
tween his and her Age, but my Letter was perufed in- 
deed, and afterwards torn to pieces. This I was. 
told of. I was now determined to leave the College, 
and leaving all the Satisfaction I had received in Books, 
vindicate myfelf before my. Uncle, and try, fince he 
had done me fo much Dilhonour, if he had any In- 
clinations to ierve me other wife. Accordingly, I 
provided myfelf with a Hcrfe, and went down mto 
the Country, where he received me with all the out- 
ward Marks of extreme Civility. But I could not get 
a Signt of his Wife for a Fortnight or more, and what 
were the Reafons of this Conduct I could not find out. 
One Day I took my Unde afide into his Clofet, and 
warmly expollulated the Matter with ’him. How 
could you. Sir, offer to deprive me of tiie greateil 
jewel in the Univerle ? had not Love of a long Hand- 
ing cemented our tender Hearts together, you might 
then pretend fome Plea for what you have done. 
Your great Age ought at lead to have convinced you, 
that a Match between you and her was prepoile- 
rous, and what all the World would efleem a down- 
right Compuliion on the Lady’s Thoughts : For 
how could it be othenvife ? Is it to be fuppos’d 
that a Virgin in the Bloom of her Youth, can re- 
ceive any Satisfaction from the Embraces of a Body 
wither'd like yours ? If Perfons arc but left tochufe 
for themfelves. they'll match together a thoufand 
Times more equally than either Parents or Guar- 
dians will do for them. Your marrying her has 
depriv'd her of all the Happinefs her Thoughts fug- 
gelled to her; and to take Advantage of my Ab- 
ience, was doing me and her the greateil Injury that 
can be imagined ; but what can Women guard a- 
gainil, when the Temptations of Money and R. idl- 
es are cciifiantly fet before them ? And fo faying, I 
left him to ruminate on my Words. 

After this, I ilrove to divert my felf in the moll 
agreeable manner I could, fometimes by perulirtg the 
choiceil Books in my Uncle’s Library, and fometimes 
by walking in hL Gardens, which were vaftly fine and 
beautiful. One Evening, as the Sun was go g to f-t, 
I happen’d to take a folttary Turn in his Waderncr ; 
and a Threfh fmging very melodioudy, I fat down, 
in an Arbour to enjoy the Mufick the Bird made. I 
had not been there long before I heard iomethr.g 
tread foftly among tj.e Trees; which at firll pi tting 
me into fome Confullon, I ftarced from my SoLtv.de, 
and calling my Eyes around, what fr.oilid I efpy but 
my once dear Love : I ran to her with a n Emotion cf 
Mind not to be exprefs’d ; and throwing mv Arms a- 
bout her While, conduced her to a more fccret Place 

in 
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in the Wildernefs ; where fitting down, we at firft 
gaz'd on one another with all the Joy imaginable, 
and then burning out into Tears, our Tongues by 
degrees found Vent. I began to exprefs my Con- 
cern that I had been depriv'd from feeing her ever 
fince my Arrival, and could not well tell what to im- 
put it to. At this Ihe pauz’d a while, and then be- 
gan thus : Oh ! fays fhe, were I to begin at the Ori - 
ginal of my Troubles and anxious Hours fincc your firji 
going to Cambridge, I Jhould fwell the Narration to a 
Day's Length, which the Shortnefs of the Time will 
Hot permit me to relate ; hut take a Fart : You are 
fenfthle, my dear Witherington, how pleafingly we 
liv'd and lov'd tpgcther for fome Years, till your Ab- 
fence broke the Alliance between us, and reduc'd me to 
ihe miferable Condition I am now in . No fooner was 
your Back turn'd, but I became too fenftble under what 
a Mafter 1 was got ; for I wanting to write to you , 
I was deny' d the Ufe of Pen , Ink ; and Paper, and 
confin'd to the Limits of your Uncle's Houfe and Gar - 
dens, with a Woman Servant , one of his own procu- 
ring, to attend me . If I f poke at any time of the Ref 
peft I had for you, I was anfwer'd, that my Refpeft 
was unfeafonable , and I was now under the Care of 
one who had the abfohlte Difpofal of my P erf on* At 
this l would pour out a thoufand Tears , and feem'd 
drown'd with my crying , till footh' d with fome flatter- 
ing Promifes he made me, I was made eafy for a fhort 
Time : But , alas ! my dear Witherington, the Re- 
membrance of you flill was uppermof in my Thoughts, 
and while that pojjefl me, all the Pleafures he allow'd 
Me were taflelefs and infipid. finding this, he bought 
me rich Cloaths , as if he defign'd to win me over by 
this , but his Aim was fruitlefs . At length, ajter a 
thoufand Applications to no purpofc, in order to wear 
your Idea out of my Mind, he propofed Marriage , but 
without namvig the Man . I told bun I had entertain'd 
Thoughts of that honourable State a long Time , but 

none except his Nephew could make me happy. My 

Nephew, reply ’d he, why, my Dear, he has nothing 
but what I fupport him with, and that' s but very 
little ; 'tis true , I have a large Eft ate, and fome tell 
me he is Heir at Law to it, nay, 1 have promifed to 
leave him it ; but ' tis all on a Provifon that he alts in 
Obedience to my Commands , which in courting you he 
does not . 

I found now how Things were likely to go, and 
therefore to make my unhappy Condition as pleafing 
to me as I could, I fancy’d a thoufand romantick 
Dreams in my Head, purely to divert my Melan - 
choly. Sometimes I flatter'd myfelf I fhould Hill fee 
you, and compleat my Happinefs, but I found I was 
only amufing myfelf with Impoflibilities. One Even- 
ing your Unde taking me in his Chaife, put theQue- 
ftion about Marriage to me ; I feem’d aftonifh’d at 
the Relation, and told him, I wondered at his mak- 
ing fuch an Offer to me, when he knew the Engage- 
ments between you and me. He feem’d offended at 
my Preemption in acquainting him fo, and told me, 
he had a Right to my Perfon and Fortune above all 
other Men in the World. I generoufly reply’d to 
this, that if it was fo, he mull never expeft to have 
either my Love or Duty. This home Speech feem- 
ingly made no impreffion upon me ; we return’d 
Home, and fupp'd together. In the Morning the 
Parfon of the Parifh came to Breakfaft with us, and 
during the Time, he attack’d me with all the Force 
of Reafon in order to induce me to comply with my 
Guardian’s Commands ; he reprefented to me the Ad- 
vantages of fuch a Match, and the Superiority fuch an 
Alliance would give me over the Itiw Circumltances of 
a poor Collegian, who was forc’d to acknowledge all 
he had to the Benevolence of his Uncle. I return’d 
fuch an Anfwer as I was capable of giving ; for what 
could I do, who was only myfelf, and una/fifted by 


any body. In Ih’ort, I found I muft be marry’d to 
the Perfon I hated the worft in the World; andmar- 
ry’d I was within a Week after this Interview be- 
tween the Parfon, my Uncle, and me. 

Here fhe wept abundantly, and both of us, for 
fome Time, were loft in Pity in one another’s Arms. 
I ftrovc to divert hei- with ail the Power of Language 
I was Mafter of, but was not able to recover her from 
her Unealinefs for a confiderable Time; fhe hung 
upon me, and kifs’d me ; I return'd the Salutes with 
the fame Warmth, till fired with uncommon Defire, 
\ve afted that together which nothing but the greateft 
Dilhonour in tho World could have prompted me to 
had I been in my Senfes : But alas l ’twas too late 
to rdpent, and the clear Creature began to love me the 
more. We continued in the Bower together till ’twas 
almoft dark, tho’ the rifing Moon gave us ftill an 
Opportunity of feeing and gazing upon one another. 
Hi fortune attended this amorous interview, for her 
Maid having mifs’d her, had been fearching ail over 
the Garden for a long Time for her, but to no Pur- 
pofe : At laft, Curioficy leading her into the Wilder- 
nefs, ihe came near the Place where we were fitting 
together, and overhearing two Perfons talk, fhe 
filently drew nigher, and dilcover’d us together. 
What were the Confequences d’ye think.? Why, the 
old Man was acquainted with the whole Affair, and 
to make the Accufation heavier againft me, the Maid 
confronted us in every Particular. iVIy Uncle rav’d 
and ftorm’d, and appear’d like a mad Man ; he repri- 
manded me very fevercly. I ftrove to vindicate the 
Lady’s Honour, and juftuy myfelf; but he was above 
Convidion, and plainly told me, that I muft never 
expedl one Farthing from him ; and for his Wife, he 
would take Care to fecurc her Condudtfor the future; 
adding, that the World was wide enough for me, and 
and I was at Liberty to fee what my Learning could 
gain me: And having thus faid, he flung out of the 
Room and left me. 

Here was a fad Mortification to gaul a Man’s Spi- 
rits; I found I was inevitably rejected by my Unde, 
and that there was no Recourle left me in the World 
but to pat myfelf into the Arms of it. Accordingly 
I made ready in the Morning to depart ; when tak- 
ing Leave of my dear Creature, fhe convey’d into my 
Bofom a Purfe of fifty Guineas, and bad me think of 
her. Thus I left the Family, with a Refolve to feck 
my Fortune fome where or other ; arid Chance has 
thrown me into this hofpitable Home, where I cannot 
but own, I have found as much Beauty as I have been 
fadly depriv’d of. 

Our Adventurer here put an End to his fictitious 
and artful Tale, which fo wrought on the Minds of 
the Company, cfpccially the fair Widow, that he 
plainly faw he was no unwelcome Gueit. He drew 
his Chair dole to her, and enreft her in a very mov- 
ing manner, which put one of the other Gentlemen 
into fome Confufion. Witherington found he had a 
Rival to deal with, and fhould he ftay and profecute 
his Suit with Warmth, he v/ould fee dearer into the 
Affair. This Confideration determin’d him to re- 
main a Month at Nartwich. All now withdrew, the 
Gentlemen to their Homes, and the Widow and her 
Family to Bed. 

Next Morning our Adventurer being with the Wi- 
dow, they had a clofe Difcourfe together about the 
the Lo/Te* and Profits of Inn keeping. Witherington 
feem’d to hint, as if the Care that attended fo large 
a Family, was too much for a Woman to bear, and 
judged that a Man was the fit reft Perfon to bear fo 
large a Burthen on his Back. The Widow return’d 
him Anfwer, that what he Lid was very true, and /he 
Ihould think herfelf happy in finding a Man proper 
for it. Why, fays Witherington , I cannot think but 
there are Men enough to be found. Methinks I 
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obferv’d one in the Company laft Night difcover 
how well he loved you. To tiiis file reply ’d, That 
fhe was too fcafiblc of it, but could not return his Af- 
fedion Tuitably ; tnat fhe had had i:nce her Hulband’s 
Deceal'e abundance of Suitors, but that not one a- 
monglt them all could plcafe ; that lhe had a deli- 
cate Palate with refpeft to Man, for which the 
World ought not to cenfure her, fince fhe fuffi- 
cient to maicc the Perfon lhe took for her Hulband 
exceeding happy, provided he was frugal and tempe- 
rate. 

This Difcourfe mightily pleafed our Adventurer, 
who finding he had room enough to fpeak for himfelf, 
afk’d if there was any thing in his Perfon that could 
win her. The Widow, confounded at the Advances 
fhe had made, knew not how to retreat, but putting 
on a fmiling Countenance, told him, That as he was 
fo generous in fpeaking for himfelf, he might go on, 
and doubtlefs Profperity and Succefs would attend 
him ; that to be frank, fhe could fet her AfFedion on 
him as foon or fooner than any Man in England , but 
Decency and the Cenfure of the World made her flop 
her Dclires, which otherwife Die fhould think no In- 
jury in gratifying. Withcrington praiied the Choice 
and Preference fhe Teem’d to make, but told her, 
That he could not impute the Declaration fhe had 
made to any thing elfe but a Motive of Female 

Gallantry. You may impute it to what you 

will. Sir, reply d Jbe y but I can allure you, if ever 
Man had an Afcendant over my Heart, you may 
pretend to lome Part of the Conqueft ; your Nar- 
ration lall Night too warmly engrofs’d my 
Thoughts, to Jet it or the Idea of your Perfon die 
fo foon in my Memory. What I now fpeak is 
from the Reality of my Heart, and tho’ you may 
1 pretend to an caly Conqueft over me, yet, let me 
warn you to improve it moderately and with Dif- 
cretion, for, tho’ a Woman, I can tell how to re- 
venge an Injury, of requite a Xindnefs. 

What an Ecclairciffement was here ? Sure Wither* 
ington wifh’d a thouland BlefEngs on his propitious 
Stars, who had thus befriended him in the Opinion 
and Sentiments of the Widow. Ail now was Rapture 
and Emotion ; if the Widow lov’d the Perfon of 
Witherington, no lefs was he taken with her Money. 
Since this licentious Courfe of Life, he had abandon’d 
a great many of hi? good Qualities, for Money was 
the only Thing he had any View to. 

We fhall find in the Sequel a very barbarous Mur- 
der clofe the End of this Courtihip, which was at- 
tended with fo promifing a Beginning. By this Time 
the Gentleman, who, the Night before ieexn’d con- 
cern’d at the fudden Familiarity between our Adven- 
turer and tne Widow, was acquainted how Things 
were going ; he was confounded at the News, but 
knew that it was no more than heexpeded ; lie, vow’d 
Revenge not on the Perfon of Withcrington , but the 
beautiiu] Widow; his Intentions fqusr’d in every 
Article with thole of our Adventurer ; for r twa^ her 
Money, that made him offer Love : He had been in- 
form’d by feyeral oi' his Acquaintance, who knew her 
Def; grw better than himfelf, than to wed her, was 
:he lure and ready Way to his Deftrudion That fhe 
lad been tax’d with fending her late Hufbar.d out of 
he World by Poifon, and it might be his or any o- 
her Perfons’s ill Fortune, who fhould chance to 
narry her, to meet with the fame inhuman Fate : As 
he Gentleman had courted her for fome Time, and 
er bewitching Carriage had influenc’d him to a great 
degree, it was not eaiv for him to wipe away fo foon 
he Impreflion he had receiv’d ; he beg in to think 
dthin himfelf what he was going to do, and ferioufly 
onfider’d all the Confluences that might attend 
im, was fhe really as represented : He had but too 
agrant an inflance of her fiuduating Temper and 
29 


- Inclination from what he had feen pafs the Night 
before between him and our Adventurer ; therefore he 
was determined to reward her inconllancy by a juft 
Punifhment, and do a Piece of Service to the Stranger- 
Gentleman, (as he term’d our Adventurer) by open- 
ing his Eyes againil her. 

With this View he fent a written Note by his Ser- 
vant, direded to the Perfon that came in the Night 
before to the Inn. Withcrington received it, and at 
ftrft, Teem’d confufed, not knowing what the Deilgn 
was. He perufed it over three times before he gave 
any Anfwer, and then told the Man that he would 
wait on his Mafter prefently. They met together 
at the Gentleman’s own Houle, and the Widow was 

amuied with this Talc, that Mr. having took 

a Fancy to the Travellers Company and Conversation, 
malt needs have him to dine with him that Da} .. T his 
was a fine Artifice to make her eafy. When they 
were fat down together, the Gentleman excufed him- 
felf for fending for him in that manner, by acquaint- 
ing him that he had an Affair of the laik Importance 
to communicate with him, and that it was purely to 
do him a Piece of fignal Service, that made him fend 
for him. 

“ You muftknow, Sir, that the Widow of the Inn 
“ where you lodge now has bury’d her Hulband a- 
“ bout eight Months ago : TheiWan was an excellent 
Perfon in his Way, and a great Occonomill, fo 
“ that by his Frugality and candid Behaviour to his 
“ Cuftomers at all Times, he acquir’d a competent 
“ Eftate; and leaving no Children behind him, he 
“ bequeath’d every Penny of it by his Will to his 
“ Wife. I am forry to think I have juft Occafion to 
“ fpeak what I am going to acquaint you with con- 
“ cerning this Woman. I am told by a 'Abundance 
“ of Pcrfons, whole Veracity may be depended on, 

“ that file poifoned the poor Man to make way to 
his Effects, tho’ he had before fecured them to her 
“.by his Tcilament. ’Tis true, I courted the Wo- 
“ man, and have done fo almoil fir.ee her Hufband’s 
Deceafe,' thinking her Money iufficient to make 
me happy in my Circumftances ; which, without 
“ biding them from you, are a little involved atpre- 
ient ; but having a M:nd to prefer my Eafe before 
any other Corhcteration, I have thought fit, at my 
“ Friends importunities rnd $cilicitanon>, to wipe 
“ her Memory out of my Mind, and be no longer a 
“ Slave either to the Love oi her Perfon or her Alo- 
nev. Now the End ol my fending for you is this: 

1 had frequent Opportunities of diicovering her 
“ wavering inclination kit Night, while you. was re- 
“ citing your Adventure ; net, Sir. that I harbour’d 
the lenft Jealoufy in the World about it ; for I 
“ fcorn fo ignominious a Paflion ; but I am lorry to 
think I have m.tue my Addrefles to a Woman fo 
abominable, if Report.be true: Befides, I am ac- 
“ quainted fhe is making all the Hafte fhe can to draw 
“ you into Marriage, which, howconlequential, the 
“ Lord above can only tell ; but lam afraid of the 
“ worft, and would warn you as a Friend, to avoid 
“ her inhumations and artful Ways. I cannot help 
“ thinking, but that both our Defire s are alike \ I 
“ mean, that vve want Money, and I think, I could 
“ put us into a Way how to fquecze every Farthing 
“ from this Woman, who values herleif upon her 
“ EfFeds.” 

Withe ring ton for fome Time could not tell what to 
reply ; however, he return’d the Gentleman a great 
many Thanks for his timely forw«ining him in fuch 
an important Cafe; and told him, if he would leave 
the Affair to him for two or three Da,s longer, and 
not come to Extremes fo foon, he’d warrant to find 
out all the Bafenefs that lurk’d within her Breaft, 
and then, if they had a Mind, they might make 
wha: Ufe of her they thought proper. The Gentle- 
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man Teem’d fatisfy’d with tins, and To they parted for 
this Time. 

Our Adventurer returning to the Inn, called the 
Widow afide, and then acquainted her with the 
whole Proceeding between him and the Gentleman. 
She Teemed in a Rage, and proteiled the World was 
very cenforious, and declared ftie would have her Re- 
venge on him, coll what it would. Witherington 
foreTceing a Rupture was going to break out, thought 
ft high Time to make his Advantage of the credulous 
Woman, who was ready to believe any thing he 
faid : So that Night taking her afide, he told her, 
that the bell Way to revenge herfelf on him, would 
be, if fhc had any inclinations of marrying him, to 
give him fome Mark of her Favour that might diftin- 
guifh him above his Rival. Glad of this Opportu- 
nity, fhe conveys him into a Clofet, where fhewing 
him all her Money and Plate, fhe acquainted him, 
that all thofe were at his Service, provided he did her 
To much Service as to deliver her from the Importu 
nicies of the Gentleman. Witherington faid fhe might 
depend upon him, and fo they withdrew for that 
Night, which was indeed the lafl of their feeing one 

another He retired into his Chamber, and there 

taking Pen, Ink and Paper, he wrote the following 
Letter. 

My Dear, 

E VER mindful of what a Woman fays, efpe dally 
one who has been pleas'd to ft her Aflehions on 
me, I ha ve wrote this Letter purely to acquaint you, 
that being obliged to go to London, and the Journey 
being pretty long, 1 could not do better than make Ufe 
of the Money in the Clofet, which you was fo good as 
to fay was at my Service. I was in exceeding Ha fie 
when I began to write this, fo that I cannot fpare 
more Time, than to tell you to be fure of thinking upon 
me till my Return > 

Witherington. 

After he had wrote this he went privately into the 
Clofet, and fecured all the Widow’s real Money, which 
amounted to above Three Hundred Pounds, and re- 
turning into his Chamber, got all his Things ready, 
and going down Stairs into the Yard, got into the 
Stable, faddled his Horfe, mounted and rode out at a 
back Door, leaving the Family fall afleep, and the 
Widow and her Gentleman Lover to profecute their 
Amours as they thought flt. 

Witherington having obtained this large Booty of 
Money, purfued his Journey within twenty Miles of 
London, when between Alton and Uxbridge, not be- 
ing fatisfied with his late Acquilitions, he committed 
a Robbery on the Highway, for which he was fent to 
Newgate, where he lived a very profligate Life to the 
very Day of his Execution. 

At the fame Time flourifli’d one Jonathan Wood- 
ward and Ja?nes Philpot , two moll notorious Houfe- 
breakers, who, in the Cities of London and Wefimin - 
fev, the Suburbs thereof, Southwark, and moll 
Towns and Villages in the Counties of Middlefex and 
Surrey, had committed daily Robberies for fome 
Years, for which they were fent to the Marjhalfea , 
and condemned to be hang’d upon St. Margaret's - 
Hill, in the Borough of Southwark ; but King James 
I. happening this Year to come to the Throne of 
England, they were both pardoned upon an Adi then 
put for all Criminals, excepting for High-Treafon and 
wilful Murther. However, thefe Villains not mak- 
ing good Ufe of this Mercy, Hill purfued their old 
wicked Courfes, committing frequent Burglaries and 
Robberies, till at lail being apprehended again, and 
fent to Newgate, they were try’d with the above- 
mentioned Thomas Witherington , at the Sefiom-Houfe 


in the Old- Bailey, and with eight other Malefa£lor3 
were condemned, but thefe three being moll notorious 
Offenders, were only appointed for Death. And 
while they continued in the Condemned-Hold, they 
led abominable Lives, abandoning themfelves to all 
Manner of curflng and fwearing, notwithllanding the 
extraordinary Pains and Care of the Ordinary to re- 
claim them. 

At the fame Time there was living one Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Elliot, who having a Son, that about two or 
three Years before, was condemned to be hanged for 
the like Pradlices, but received Mercy, and became 
a good Man, in Companion for other Criminals, and 
in Acknowledgment of the King’s Royal Favour, on 
her Death Bed willed Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds 
to the Parilh of St. Sepulchre's in London, to find a 
Man who fhould for ever, betwixt the Hours of Ele- 
ven and Twelve of the Clock of the Night before any 
Prifoners were to die, go under Newgate, and giv- r 
ing them Notice of his being come by a folemn Ring- 
ing of a Hand-Bell, fhould then put them in Mind of 
their approaching End, by repeating fevcral godly 
Expreflions, tending to inilrudl them for a true Pre- 
paration for Death: After which lie fays to the Pri- 
foners appointed for Death — Gentlemen , are you 
Awake ? Who from the Condemned-Hold, anfwer- 
ing Tes he then proceeds thus : 
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Gentlemen, 1 am the unwelcome Mrjfenger who 
brings you the fatal News that you muj} to-morrow 
die . Tour Time is but fort, the Hours fide away 
apace, the Glafs runs fufi , and the laf Sand being 
upon dropping, when you muf launch out into boundlefs 
Eternity , give not yourf elves to fleep , but watch and 
pray to gain eternal Life. Repent fooner than St. Pe 
ter, and weep before the Cock crows, for now Repen- 
tance is the only Road to Salvation ; be fervent in 
this great Duty, and without doubt to-morrovo you may 
be with the penitent Thief on the Crofs in Paradifi . 
Pray without ceafng. Quench not the Spirit . Ab- 
fain from all Appearance oj Evil. As your own 
Wickednefs has caujed all this Evil to fall upon you, and 
brought the Day of Tribulation near at Ha fid, fo let 
Goodnefs be your Jole Comfort , that your Souls ?nay fnn 
perpetual Ref with your blcjfcd Saviour, who died for 
the Sins of the World ; he will wipe all Tears from 
your Eyes, remove your Sorrows, and affuage your 
Grief fo that your Sinfck Souls Jhall be healed for e- 
vermore. I exhort you earnefly not to be negligent oj 
the ITork of y cur Salvation, nybicb depends upon your 
fncere Demotion betwixt this and to-morrow, when 
the Swoi d of Jufice fall fend you out of the Land oj 
the Living. Fight the good Fight of Faith*, and lay 
hold oj ' eternal Life whiljl you may, for there is no 
Repentance in the Grave ; ye have pierced yourfelves 
through with many Sorrows ; but a few Hours will 
bring you to a Place where you will know nothing but Up h 
Joy and Gladnefs. Love Right coufnefs, and hate Ini • 
quity, then God, even your' God, will anoint you with IUrk 
the Oil of Gladnefs, abeve your Fellows . Go now y £ it J 
boldly to the Throne of Grace , that je nay obtain lb. ft 
Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time of Need. Tlx |t^v 
God of Peace fanfiify you wholly, and I pray Goo 
your while Spirits, and Souls, ar.d Bodies, may bi 
preferved blamelejs unto the meeting of your Blejfets 
Redeemer: The Lord have Mercy upon you ; Chiifi 
have Mercy upon you ! Sweet Jejus receive your 
Souls y and to-morrovj may you fup with him it 
Paradife. To all which the Speflators cry, A 
men . 
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Next Day on which they are to die, the Bell it 
the Steeple is to toll for them, and under St. Sepul 
chrc'% Church-yard Wall, the Cart or Catts flop 
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ning, the aforefaid Man, after ringing his Hand- 

( Bell again from over the Wall, repeats again fame 
religious Exhortations to the Prisoners, which are as 
follow : 

Said by the Bell-man over St. Sepulchre's Church- 
Wall 

Gentlemen , confider now you are going out of this 
World into another , where you will live in Happinefs 
or H oe for evermore Make your Peace with God 
Almighty , and let your whole Thoughts he aitipelyjxent . 
upon your latter End. Curfed is he that hangeth on & 
Tree ; but 'tis hop'd the fatal Tie will bring your pre- 


cious Souls to an Union with the great Creator of Hea- 
ven and Earth , to whom I recomjtiend your Souls , in 
this your final Hour of Dijlrefs . Lord have Mercy 
upon you ; Chrifi look down upon you , and comfort you. 
Sweet Jefus receive your Souls this Day into eternal 
Life. Amen. 

I thought inferring thefe Particulars would not be 
unacceptable to the candid Reader, fmee the three 
Pcrfons above-mention’d were the firft to whom thefe 
Exhortations and Warnings were given. And thus 
ended the Life of our Adventurer Thomas Wither- 

ipigton . 



The LIFE of THOMAS RUMBOLD. 


r 'JT ^ HIS Thomas Rumbold was defeended from 
I honeft and creditable Parents at Ipfwieh in 
JL. Suffolk. In his Youth he was put Apprentice 
o a Bricklayer, but evil Inclinations having an Af- 
:endant over his Mind, he went from his Matter be- 
ore he had well ferved two Thirds of his Time. 
This Elopement obliged him to purfue fome Irregu- 
arities to fupport himfelf : He abfeonded from his 
father's Houfe, and having a Defire of feeing London , 
le came up to Town, where getting into the Com- 
pany of a notorious Gang of Robbers, he went on 
:he Highway, and frequently took a Purfe. This 
Courfe he continued lome Time, in Conjunction 
,vith Confederates ; but having a Mirtd to make Prizes 
by himfelf, he ventured by himfelf, committing 
feveral Depredations on his Countrymen ; ihe follow- 
ing whereof have come to our Hands. 

The Archbiihop of Canterbury being to go from 
Lambeth to Canterbury , Rumbold was determin’d to 
Way-lay him ; and accordingly getting Sight of him 
between Rochefier and Sittingbom in Kent , he gets 
into a Field, and ipre.iding a large Tablecloth on rhe 
Grafs, on which he had placed feveral Handfuls of 
Gold, he then takesa Box and Dice out of his Pocket, 

I and falls a playing at Hazard by himfelf. His Grace 
riding by that Place, and efpying a Man fhakinghis 
Elbows by himfelf, fent one of his Footmen to know 
the meaning of it. The Man was no fooner come 
up to Rumbold , who was ttill playing very eargerly, 
fwearing and ttaring like a Fury at his Lotte?, but 
he returns to the Reverend Prelate, and telling him 
“what he had feen, his Grace ttept out of his Coach to 
him, and feeing none but him, afk’d him who he was 
at play with ? Damn it, fa id Rumbold , there's five 
hundred Pounds gone : Pray, Sir, be ttlent. His 
Grace going to fpeak again, Ay, faid Rumbold , there's 
a hundred Pounds more loll. Prithee, faid the Arch- 
bifhop, who art thou at play with? Rumbold reply’d 

with ; And how will you fend the Money to 

him? ’By, faid Rumbold , his Ambattadors ; 

and therefore looking upon your Grace to be one of 
them extraordinary, I fhall beg the Favour of you to 
carry it him : According, giving his Grace about fix 
hundred Pounds in Gold and Silver, he put it into 
the Seat of his Coach, and away he rid to Sittingbom 
to bait. Rmbold rid thither alfo to bait in another 


Inn ; and riding fome fhort while before his Grace, 
as foon as he had Sight of him again, he had planted 
himfelf in another Field in the fame playing Polhire 
as he had before ; which his Grace feeing as riding by, 
went again to fee this ttrange Gametter, whom he 
then took to be really a Madman. No fooner was 
his Grace approaching Rumbold , who then had little 
or no Money upon his Cloth, but he cry’d out — * 

Six hundred Pounds, What, faid the Arch- 

bifhop, loft again. No, reply’d Rumbold \ won, by 
Gad,; I’ll play this Hand out, and then leave off. So 
Eight hundred Pounds more. Sir, won ; I'll leave off 
while I’m well. And who have you won of, faid his 
Grace ? Of the fame Perfon, reply'd Rumbold that I 
left the Six hundred Pounds with you for before you 
went to Dinner. And how, faid his Grace, will you 
get your Winnings? Says Rumbold , of his Ambaflh- 
dor too : So riding up with Sword and Piftol in Hand 
to his Grace's Co. ch, he took Fourteen hundred 
Pounds- out of the Seat thereof over and above his 
own Money, which he had entrufted in his Hands to 
give to and rid off. 

When Rumbold had got this large Booty by play- 
ing, whofe Happinefs it was never to fee, without 
becoming a very great Convert indeed, he bought 
him a Place, but did not leave off robbing on the 
Road ; and in order for his better Advantages, he 
kept in Fee with molt of the Holders and Chamber- 
lains of the cliiefeft Inns in the Country for forty 
Miles about London: So that having one Day a Blow 
let him at Colebrook , that is to fay, being inform’d 
that a Couple of Travellers lay at a certain Inn in the 
abovefaid Town, he rofe early the next Morning, 
and way-laid them in their Journey to Reading , lb 
went before them to furprize them at Maide?ihead- 
Thicket ; but the Travellers being cunning, they had 
given out in Publick the wrong Road they were to 
go ; for inftead of riding to Reading;, they went to 
Windfor , fo tltft Rumbold miffing^oT his Pray, rode 
back again very melancholy ; when meeting with the 
Earl of Oxford , who was attended only with one 
Groom and a Footman, he clapt his Hair into his 
Mouth to difguife himfelf for his intended Defign, and 
attack'd his Lordlhip with the terrifying Words, 
Stand and Deliver , withal fwearing, that if he made 
any Rettftance he was a dead Man. The Expoftula- 
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^ons the Earl ufed to fave what he had, were as 
much in vain* as to pretend to walh a Biackamore 
white; however he fwore too: that fince lie mull 
loie what he had, Rumbold fhould fearch his Pockets 
himfelf, for he would not be at that Trouble. Upon 
this our Adventurer commanding his Lordfhip’s Ser- 
vants to keep at above a hundred Foot Diilance upon 
pain of Death, he took the Pains of fearching the 
Earl ; when finding nothing but Boxes and Dice in the 
Pockets of his Coat and Waiftcoat, he began to rend 
the Skies with many Firft-Rate Oaths, fw earing alfo, 
that he believ'd he was the Groom Porter, elle fome 
gaming Sharper going to bite the poor Country Peo- 
ple at their Fairs and Markets, till Icarching his 
Breeches, he found within a good gold Watch and fix 
Guineas; he changed his angry Countenance into 
fmiling Features, and giving his Lordlhip eighteen 
Pence, bad him be of good Cheer, go up to his Regi- 
ment then at London as fail as he could, and do his 
Duty as he ought, and when he next met with him, 
he would give him better Encouragement. 

Rumbold and an Acquaintance of his being one 
Day at Canterbury , in the Drefs of a Country Fel- 
low, they went to a Tavern to drink a Quart of 
Wine. It feems the Mailer of a Houfe was a com- 
plete Sharper, who, taking his two Guells for ig- 
norant Feilows, was determined to put the Chouie 
upon them, as he call’d it ; accordingly he brought 
them a Wine Quart Pot, but it was little more than 
half full : He intended they fhould have it raw, 
but it being a cold Morning, they bid him roalt it : 
The Vintner was at a Lofs in filling out the firll 
Glafs, but not knowing how to help it, lie fet it 
down before the Fire, and, as was fuppos’d, intended 
to fill it up afterwards ; but he forgetting that, and 
our Adventuter and his Acquaintance being bufy in 
Difcourfe, forgot to look after the Pot ; when on a 
fudden they look’d, and the Pot was melted above 
have way down, which was as far as there was no 
Wine in it : The Maid obferving the Pot melted, 
call’d out to them, What ? honed Men do you 
melt your Pot ? Not we, faid they, it was the Fire : 
But are like to pay for it, reply’d the Wench. 
That is when we do, laid they. Upon this, the 
Mafler of the Tavern appears, to whom the. M.iid 
tells how the two Fools had been telling their Can- 
terbury 'Vries together till the Pot was melted.— 
Then they mull pay for it, anfvvers the Vintner, for 
it was given into their Charge and Cullody, and 
that therefore they ought to look after it, and fince 
it was damag’d to pay for it. They reply ’d, they 
took no Charge of it, neither did they touch it, 
but only order’d him to burn the Wine well. The 
Vintner infilled to be paid for his Pot. They told 
him, they would not. Upon this he threaten’d 
them with a Juilice of Peace’s Warrant. This Me- 
nace fomewhat troubling them, and unwilling to 
have any Difputc in the Affair, they told the Vint- 
ner they were content to pay for the Wine, and al- 
low Sixpence more for mending the Pot. . The Vint- 
ner told them that would not do, for it could not 
be mended, and he mull have a new one. . Our 
Adventurer and his Companion feeing the Vintner 
fo unreasonable, were content to have the Juilice de- 
termine the Controverfy, wherefore before his Wor- 
fhip they went, and the Vintner made his Com- 
plaint, how that thofe two Men had melted his 
Quart-pot, and refufed to pay for it. The Juflice 
perceiving hew the Matter lay, and that he told his 
Tale wrong, defired the Men to fpeak, who, in 
pliin Terms, told him they took no Charge of the 
Pot, but only defir’d the Drawer to caufe the Wine 
to be burnt ; that he had accordingly fet it down 
by the Fire, and that without their handling or 
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touching it, the Pot was melted. So, faid the Juflice, 
and did neither of you drink of the Wine? No, I 
not one Drop, reply’d our Adventurer, and yet we- 
offer’d to pay for the Wine, and give Six-pence to- 
wards mending the Pot. This is more tnan you 
fhall need to do, anfvver’d the Juilice, and then he 
thus proceeded with the Vintner. 

Ft tend, with what Confidence can you demand 
any Money of thefc Men , who L ad nothing of you P I 
Since you will not do them f up ice, I w ill. I Jo 
hereby acquit them from paying cry thing for f Vine , IF 
be caufe they never had any. and for the melting tht 
Pot , l ow did they do it ? It was not they, but 
your Sawant who drew the II inc, who, had h\ 
f/Pd the Pot full of U inc, the Fire could not havt 
incited no farther than it was empty ; and fart her , 
continu’d the Juilice, this Jhall not J'crwe your Furn. 
for 1 foal! fne you for not filling your Pot : Tom 
C rime is very apparent and evident, and fo fioall y out 
Punijkment be ; and I order you, as a Fine, to paj 
down twenty Shillings for your Mif demeanour , o\ 
elfc I Jhall make your Mittimus, and fend you /, * 

P rtf on . Thus was the Cafe alter’d, and the Tal< 
now was of another Hog, for the Vintner, wh( 
expelled Satisfaction, was forc’d to give it, and tha 
immediately, or elfe go to Prifon. This went a 
gair.il the Hair, but Neccflity had no Law, an< 
therefore down he paid the Money, and came Horn* 
heartily vexed, no fo much for the Money he hr.) 
paid, as for the Di (grace he receiv’d, lor he wa 
now become the Town-talk. 

As Rumbold was riding along the Road he met, 
young Girl with a Milk-pail on her Head, but wa \ 
amaz’d to fee fo much Perfection in her Face ; h 
rode up pretty dole to her, purpofely to entertai: [ 
fome Difcourfe with her, introductory to a ne\ 
Acquaintance: The firll Queilions he put to he 
were frivolous and indifferent, which Ihe feem’d u 
anfwer with abundance of Modefly. Rumbold fee 
irg her open a Gate to milk a Cow, followed hei 
and tying his Horfe to a Hedge, defir’d her Par 
don for his Rudcnefi, and begg’d her to entertaii 
a favourable Opinion of his Adlions, for he wouli 
not offer the leall injury or Prejudice to her Chal 
tity. Being over perfuaded with his Protellation 
and Vows to that Pin-pole, fhe admitted him to fi 
down and diicourfe with her, whilft Ihe perform’d 
the Office of a Milk-n:aid. Rumbold had much a 
do to contain IF Hands within Bounds when h 
viewed her llrokirg tie Ccw’s Dugs, which f 
heighten’d his amoious Paffion, that the Vows am 
Proteivations he had fo lately made foon vanifh’il 
out of his Memory. In fhert, after fome Dalli, 
ances, Intreaties and Love-perfur.nfions, and ufip 
corporal Strength, he obtain’d his Defines. Afte 
this they grew more familiar together, but the Bur 
then of the Song was, that Rumbold had undon 
her; but let the Reader judge the Truth of this 
It was concluded that fhe fhould go heme to he 
Father’s Houle, and that towards Night our Ad 
venturer would come thither likewife according t 
the Time appointed, as if lie had never fecn lie 
before, and that he accidentally rovlc that Way i 
order to be inform’d what Courfe he was to take t 
purfue his Journey right. 

The Maid went cunningly in, and acquainted he 
Father and Mother, that there was a Gentlema 
without, who appear’d fuch by his Countenance 
Garb and Drefs, that fearing to travel farther, bein ! 
Night, and not knowing the Way, he defir’d to re: 
himfelf until the Morning. The Parents of the youn 
Woman had more Refpeft for our Adventurer than t 
let him travel farther, whereby he might be expos’d t 
Difficulties, civilly admitted him into their Houfe 
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Rumbold being handiomely entertain’d, was refolv’d 
to dedicate th.it Night to tiie Charms of his fair and 
young Milirefs ; but Heaven erofs’d his amorous De- 
fign, and all the Stars were againit him. 

Next Morning our Adventurer feign’d himfelf very 
ill, purely to h ive a Pretence of ibying, which he 
acquainted the Daughter with. The old People were 
vaitly loving and courteous, fo that as foon as they 
heard of it, they came to fee Rumbold in his Cham- 
ber, and expieiVd extraordinary Companion and 
Pity for him. They provided every Thing they 
thougnt necefl’iry for him. Our Adventurer offer’d 
them Money for their Services, but they absolutely 
rcfufevl it ; and to make them entertain the better 
Opinion of him, he ihew’d a great Quantity of 
Gold. 

Rumbold lay at the Farmer’s Houfe at leaf! a Fort- 
nignt in thio pretended ill State of Health ; feveral 
Doaors had been with him, but not one of them all 
had Knowleuge enough to dive into his DiHemper. 
During this Time he nad the charming Daughter 
ever) i\ ig.it, who, contrary to the Cuftom of moll 
Women, did not teem coy and nice in gratifying his 
Pa ili on which was the Centre of her Hopes. Rumbold 
fearing too long an liinels might give the old People 
fome Jneaiinttj, or eaufe ’em to fuipeft him, left 
off counterfeiting any longer Indifpolitior.s, and ihew’d 
them ibine Recovery of ms Srrength. When tne old 
People at any time came into his Ciumber, the main 
Subject of our Adventurer’s Difcoune commonly 
turn’d on the many lignJ Favours he had receiv’d, 
and that if he liv’d he would gratefully rep y them. 
Being reftor’d to his ulual Srrength, he told them 
that ne could never well enough recompence the Care 
and Love they had over him, umefs it were by mar- 
rying their Daughter, who had already won his 
Heart. The Parents made many Excufes upon this 
Article : The iirft Objection W'as, that ihe was but a 
poor Country Girl, and the like. However, Rum- 
bold was not fo backward to himfelf but he made fe- 
veral Enquiries in a neighbouring Town about the 
Circumftanees of the Farmer, whom he found by the 
Report of every Body to be a very wealthy Perlbn ; 
andthatTime Iud not been more careful in furniihiug 
his Head w'ith Silver H.irs, than he indultrious to 
maintain them by the Procuration of a plentiful 
Eltare. The Girl he pretended to love was the only 
Darling of the g:>od old People ; for tne Father fur- 
row’d the Surface of the Earth, and ehofe ratner to 
fell than to eat his better Sort of Provilion, in order 
to augment and increrfe ucr Portion. The old Far- 
mer tnought he had bellow’d nis Libour to a good 
Purpofe, iince he hud met with a bieit Opportuni- 
ty, wherein he lbould add Gentility to his Daugh- 
ter’s Riches. (J ! the Slaughter 01 Pigs, Geei'e and 
Capon, which, as to lome idol, were iacrificed d aily 
to procure our Adventurer’s Favour. As he was 
not fpiringof his Food, fo was he liberal enough 
in fending lor Wire, whicn he did to the Quantity of 
fix Bottles at a time ; fo that tne old Man was- brought 
to tins Pais, that he car’d not whether he fpent his 
EHate on Rumbold or gave it him ; and the Daughter 
was fo pleas’d with tne Perion and Embraces of our 
Adventurer, that above all other Satisfactions in the 
World ihe lov’d his Company the belt. The Endear- 
ments Rumbold and tne Daughter had together are 
inexprefiibie, and the old Parents were never more 
pleas’d than when they faw them together, which 
gave our Adventurer more Opportunities of being 
with his MiitreC than he could reafon:.bly hope for or 
expert. Rumbold' s main Defgn was to lift the young 
Woman in relation to the Quantity of Money her Fa- 
ther had, and where it lay. She told him tiiat he had 
sot above five Pounds in the Houfe, having two or 
30 


three Days pa it laid out all his ready Money in a 
Purehale. Tnis was r.o fimll Mortification to our 
Gentleman, who thought it Labour loH to itay any 
longer, when he could not glean the i uther’s Har- 
velt, tho’ he had eropt the Mother’s Labour, and fo 
reioiv’d to be going, but not without on*, folemn 
Night’s taking Leave of her. The Night being come, 
ihe purpoiely llaid up till all the re it were gone to 
Bed. But Fortune now had a Mind to play our Ad- 
venturer an ill Turn ; for lie and his Miiheis being 
too imprudently haily in the Kitchen, both of them 
Humbled aguinii two Barrels piled one on the other, 
and kll, and botn were fo en:ang!ed that they could 
not diieng.’ge thenuelves fo loon, but that her Father 
came out crying — In the Name of Goodnefs what 
is the Matter ? And groping ..bout, caught Rumbold 
by the naked Breech. Seeing there was no Remedy, 
he belir’d him to be filent, and not fpread his Daugh- 
ter’s Di (grace ,* if io, he would ihortly make her a 
Recompence. The old Man was very much per- 
plex’d, and couid not forbear telling his Wife of what 
nad pail. They both cry’d out, that their Daughter 
was undone ; and the Danghter was in the fame 'i one 
unlefs Rumbold would marry her. 

Rumbold, to colour the Mutter, Hay’d about three 
or four Days longer, and at laH march’d off incognito, 
fending her twenty pieces of Gold, and a Copy of 
Verfes, which, as too plain and pertinent to the fvveet 
Treatment that had pafs’d between them, we fliall at 
prelent here omit. 

Rumbold taking his Leave thus abruptly of the 
Farmer and his loving Daughter, rode a long Time, 
but met with no Body wertny vT his Notice ; Being 
weary, he ftruck into an Inn, and by the 'i ime he 
had thoroughly refreih’d himfelf, the Evening began 
to approach. Upon this ne mounted, and fo pat on. 
Paffing by a fmall Coppice :n a Bottom between two 
Hills, a Gentleman (.ts our Adventurer tuppoPd him) 
well armed, and handiomely accoutred, leaned out 
upon him, and bid him deliver inftantly. A umbold 
hearing him fay fo, told him, if he would but nave 
Patience he would, and with that drew out a Pocicet- 
piHol, and fir’d at him without doing any Execution, 
it you are for a little Sport, reply ’a the Gentleman, 
i’ll fhew you lome inibntiy ; wi.ereupon drawing a 
Piuol he ihoc our Adventurer into the Leg j naving 
fo done, with nis Sword, that hung ready at his 
Wrili, he neatly cut at one Blow the Reins of Rum - 
bold's Bridle, fo that he was not able to manage his 
Horfe ; but ne being good at Command, ana ufed to 
the Charge, he gave him to underibnd with the wind- 
ing of Ins Bod)' what he was to do. Come, Sir, 

faid the Adveifary, have you enougli yet ? In Faith, 
Sir, anfwer’d our Adventurer, i’ll exenange but one 
Piltol more, and if that proves unluccefsfui, i’ll then 
lnbmit to your Mercy. Upon this he fnot but mifs’d 
his Mark, however he kill’d his Horfe, widen in. 
Handy fell. The Gentleman, notwithllanding this 
Lofs, was fo nimbie, that, before Rutnbold could 
think what to do, he had fheathed his Sw ora in his 
Horfe’s Belly, which made oar Adventurer come 
tumbling down too. Cnee more, laid my Ant_go- 
nift, we are upon equal r i erms, and fince the GBku- 
ritv of the Place gives us Freedom, let us try our 
Courage, one mult fall: And upon t.ut wicn his 
Sword, which was made for Cut and Thn H, he made 
a full Pafs at his Body, but he putting it b/ y clo.td 
in with him, and upon the Hug threw him wu much 
Facility. Gur Advent a er was iur^riz’d at frit, 
which he needed not i. .ve done, fince his NC.ure 
(as he underitoed aiterwom^s) w*as fo prone to it. 
Having him down, Sir, laiu .ie, I fho.ll teach you tor 
the future to be caret ul gi. whom you fee ; where- 
fore now yield, Sir, or I thill compel )uu. With 
G g jnuca 
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much Relurtance he did, and ty’d his’Hands and Feet 
with Cords he had for that Purpofe, and To fell to 
rifling him. Unbuttoning his Coat to 1 find if there 
was no Gold quilted therein, he wonder’d to fee a 
Pair of Breads fo unexpectedly greater and whiter 
than any Man’s ; but being intent upon his Bufinels, 
his Amazement foon vanilh’d out of his Thoughts. 
Coming, after this, to his Breeches, which he laid 
open, his curious Search omitted not any Place, in 
which he might fufpert the Concealment of Money ; 
at lafl, offering to remove his Shirt from between 
hi3 Leg?, he Suddenly cry’d out, and (trove to lay 

his Hand there, but could not. 1 befeech you. 

Sir, to be civil, faid he. Rumbold imagined that 
fome notable Treafure lay conceal’d there, and there- 
fore he pull’d away his Shirt, {alias Smock) and 
found himfelf not much miflaken. 

This unexpected Sight fo furpriz’d him, that he 
look’d as if he had been converted into a Statue by 
the Head of fome Gorgon ; but after a little Paufe 
he haftily unbound her, and taking her into his 
Arms, faid. Pardon me moji courageous Amazon , for 
thus rudely dealing with you ; it was nothing but Ig- 
norance that caufed this Error , for could my dim- 
Jtghted Soul have diflinguijb'd what you were, the 
great Love and Refpeft I bear your Sex would have de- 
ferred me from contending with you, but I efeem 
this Ignorance of mine as the greateft Happinefs , 
fince Knowledge in this Cafe would have depriv'd 
me of the Benefit of knowing there could be fo much 
Valour in a Woman. For your Sake I Jh all forever 
retain a very good Efeem for the worfi of Females. 
Here our Adventurer paufed, upon which (he begg’d 
him not to be too tedious in his Expreflions, nor 
pump for eloquent Phrafes, alledging where they 
were, was no proper Place to make Orations in: 
But if you will declare yourfelf, faid Jhe , let us go 
into a Place not far diflant from this, better known 
but to few befides myfelf. Rumbold approv’d well 
of her Advice, and returning what he had taken 
from her, follow'd her through feveral obfeure Paf- 
fages, till they came to a Wood, where in a Place 
the Sun had not feen fince the Deluge, flood an 
Houfe. At our firft Approach the Servants were all 
in a Hurry who (hould obey Mrs. Virago's Com- 
mands, for they all knew her, being no Strangers 
to her Difguife, but wonder’d to fee St. George 
and his trufly Efquire on Foot, neither durft they 
(hew themfelves inquifitive prefen tly. 

After fome fhort Time they were conducted into 
a very fine Apartment, where embracing one ano- 
ther, they nit an indiflolvable Tie of Friendfliip. Ha- 
ving refrefh’d themfelves with what the Houfe afford- 
ed, they began to difeourfe together with the fame 
Familiarity as if they had been born together. Rum- 
bold obferving her Franknefs, prefs’d her to tell him 
what lhe was, and what manner of Life fhe led. Sir, 
faid floe, I cannot deny your Requefl, wherefore to 
fatisfy you, know I was the Daughter of a Sword- 
cutler : in my younger Days my Mother would 
Jiave taught me to handle a Needle, but my mar- 
tial Spirit gainfaid all Perflhdions to that Purpofe ; 
I could never endure to be among Utenflls of the 
Kitchen, but fpent mofl of my Time in my Father’s 
Shop, taking wonderful Delight in handling the War- 
like Inflruments he made : 'Fo take a Sword in my 
Hand well mounted and brandifli it, was reckon’d 
by me among the chief of my Recreations. Being 
about a dozen Years of Age, I ftudied by all Ways 
imaginable how I might make myfelf acquainted with 
a Fencing-Mafter. Time brought my Defires to their 
Compliment ; for fuch a one as I wifh’d for acciden- 
tally came into my Father’s Shop to have his Blade 
furbifhed ; and Fortune fo order’d it, there was none 


Having given him that Sa- 
‘ not exporting Jt from me. 


to anfwer but myfelf. 
tisfartion ho delired, tiio 

among other Queltmns, I ask’d him,” whether he 
was not a Profelfor of that noble Science ? (for I 
gueit lb much by his Poflures, Looks, and Expref- 
lions.) He told me, he was a WfcU-wiftier to it. Be- 
ing glad of this Opportunity, defiring him to con- 
ceal my Intentions, I begg’d the Favour of him to 
give me fome Inilrurtions how I lliould man ge a 
Sword. At firfl he Teem’d amaz’d at my Propo- 
lal ; but perceiving I was in Earned, he granted my 
Petition, allotting me fuch a f l ime to come to him 
as was mofl convenient, I became fo expert at Bick- 
fvvord and Single Rapier in a little Time, that I need- 
ed not his Afliflance any longer, niv Parents not in 
the lead miflrulling any fuch Thing. 

I (hall wave what Exploits I did by the Help of 
my Difguife, and only tell you, that when I arriv’d 
to the Age of fifteen Years, an Inn -keeper married 
me, and carried me into the Country. For two 
Years we liv’d very peaceably and comfortably to- 
gether, but at length the violent and imperious Tem- 
per of my Husband made me (hew my natural Hu- 
mour. Once a Week we feldom miis’d of a Com- 
bat betwixt us, which frequently prov’d fo (harp, 
that it was a wonder if my Husband came off with 
a Angle broken Pate ; by which the gaping Wounds 
of our Difcontents and Differences being not pre- 
fently falved up, they became in a manner incura- 
ble. I was not much inclin’d to love him, becaufe 
he was of a mean daflardly Spirit, and ever Juted 
that a Dunghill Cock (hould tread a Elen of the 
Game. Being flinted likewife of Money, my Life 
grew altogether comfortlefs, and I look’d on my 
Condition as infupportable ; wherefore as the only 
Remedy or Expedient to mitigate my vexatious 
Troubles, I contriv’d a way how I might fometimes 
take a Purfe. I judged this Refolution fa fe enough, 
if I were not taken in the very Fart, for who could 
fufpert me to be a Robber, wearing Abroad Mens 
Apparel upon fuch Defigns, but at Home that which 
was more agreeable and fuitable to my Sex ; befides 
no one could have better Encouragement and Con- 
veniency than myfelf, for, keeping an Inn, who is 
more proper to have in Cuflody what Charge my 
Guells brought into my Houfe than myfelf ? or if 
committed to my Husband’s Tutelage, I could 
not fail to inform myfelf of the Richncfs of the 
Booty : Befides, the Landlady is the Perfon whofe 
Company is mofl defired, before whom tliGy are no 
ways fciupulous to relate which way they are a go- 
ing, and frequently what the Affair was that led 
them that Way. 

Courage, I knew, I wanted not (be you my im- 
partial Judge, Sir) what then could hinder me from 
being fuccefsful in fuch an Entcrprize ? Being thus 
refoiv’d, I foon provided my neceflary Habiliments 
for thefie my Contrivances, and never milcarried in 
any of them till now : Inflead of riding to Market, 
or travelling five or fix Miies about fuch a Bufioefs, 
(the ufual Pretences with which I blinded my Kuf- 
band) I would, when out of Sight, take a contrary 
Road to this Houfe (in which wc now are) and me- 
tamorphofe myfelf, and being fitted at all Points* 
pad incontroulably, coming off always virtorioufly. 
Not Jong fince my Husband had about one hundred 
Pounds due to him about fome twenty Miles from 
his Habitation, and defign’d fuch a Day for receiv- 
ing it. Glad I was to hear of this, refolving now' 
to be reveng’d on- him for all thole Injuries and 
churlifh Outrages he had committed againfl me; 

I knew very well which Way he went, and under- 
flood the Time of his coming Home : Upon 
which I Way-laid him at his Return ; and fortu- 
nately, 
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lately, ns I would have it, he did not make me 
vai/ above three Hours for him. 

I let him pals by me, knowing that by the Swiftnefs 
f m y Hori'e i coa’d ealiiy overtake him ; and lo 
did, riding witn him a Mile or two before I cou’d 

0 my intended B Jiine.s. At lait looking about me, 
law the CojII clear on every Side, wherefore riding 

p dole to him, and taking hold on nis Bridle, I 

1 apt a Pifcol to nis Bread, commanding him to de- 
ver, or lie was a dead Man. This imperious Don 
emg Death before his Face, had like to have lav’d 
ie tnc Labour, by dying voluntarily vvitnout Com- 
Lilfion, and lb amaz'd was he nr his being fo iud- 
jjily furpriz’d, that he look'd like an Apparition, 

• one lately rifen from the Dead. Sirrah , faid I, 

expeditious ; bat a dead Pally had fo feiz’d every 
irt of him, that iiis Eyes were incapable of dired- 
g his Hinds to his. Pockets ; but i loon recall'd 
s Spirits by two or three Blows with the Flat of 
y SaoM, which fo awaken’d him out of the deep 
;t.urgy he was in, that, with much Submiflion, 
deliver’d all his Money. After I had diiinount- 
h:m, and cui the Reins of his Bridle and Girts, 
Wanted him fo foundly, till I had made almoit Jelly 
his Bones, and Egyptian Mummy of his Fleih. 
><w you Rogue y faid J, I am even with you , have a 
;4 re the next time how you firike a lVoman> (your 
: fe I mean ) for none but fuch as dare ?iot fight a 
2 n will lift up his Hand a gain ft the weaker Vejfd. 
w you fee what it is to provoke them , for if i t ri- 
ed too much , they are reft left till they accomplijh 
ir Revenge to Satisfaction ; 1 have a good Mind 
end your wicked Courfes with your Life y inhuman 
rlec, but that I am loth to be bang'd for nothing , 1 
m ftor fuch a worthlefs Man. Far ewe l, this Mo- 
Jf.'P.ll ferve me to pur chafe Jflne to drink Healths to 
Cwfifjim of fuch rafealiy and mean-fpirited Things , 
d fo 1 left him. 

Jhe was about to proceed on farther with her Ren- 
.nters ..nd Exploits, when Word was brought her 
, that two Gentlemen below Uelired to fpeak with 
• ; and fo begg.ng our Adventurer’s Excufe, fhe 
it dowM, and in a little r i ime return'd with them : 

; made an Apology to me for doing fo, adding, 
a) t if lhe had committed a Crime herein, my future 
owledge of tnofe Perfons wou'd extenuate it : 
their effeminate Countenances I cou’d not mifs 
grudging who they were, 1 mean Females. 

MWiKit tne female Warrior had advanc’d was too 

S c, for having difeourfed to her fome time, Rum - 
/grew fo wdl-pleas'd with his new Acquaintance, 
tt he refolv’d to fpend fome Time in their Con- 
\ Cation and Company. At the Time of going to 
ur|i they were all conducted into one Chamber, where 
uJp Beds were ; but what Satisfaction they enjoy’d 
tre, we leave to the Thoughts of our candid 
Eiders, who, we hope, can con (true as well as we. 
I fine, our Adventurer rifmg betimes in the Morn- 
tfiL and finding his three Females fait afleep, exa- 
nfd the Pockets of the two lait, out of which 
tjingadozen Guineas, the very Sum he had re- 
fin'd to tne flrft, he got his Horfe, and rode off. 

Rumbold having a long time obferv’d a Goldfmith 
i | Lombard-S t : cst to be very intent in counting fe- 
v,ai Bags of Money, was refolved to have a Share 
c of fome of them ; but, having tried feveral Ef- 
fp, Fill came off difappointed. He had feveral 
Eigs about him which he had got by robbing, 

(. of which had a very fine Diamond fet in it. 

I nicy being wanting, and fo many Difappointments 
( fling his Defires, he went to the Goldfmith’s to 
1 him the Ring, in Company with a Servant he 
1 pt. On entring the Shop, he pull’d the Ring 
t his Finger, and afk’dhim what it was worth ? The 
< Idfmith looking on him, and then on the Ring, 


hoping to make the Ring his own for a fmall Mat- 
ter ; and feeing our Adventurer (who had difguis’d 
himfelf in a plain Country Drefs) believ'd that he 
had little Skill in Diamonds, and that this came ac- 
cidentally into his Poffeflion, and that he might pur- 
chafe it very eafily, wnerefore being doubtful what to 
anfwer as to the Price, told the Countryman that the 
Worth of it was uncertain, for he could not diredly 
tell whether it was a right or a counterfeit One. As 
for that, laid our pretended Countryman, 1 believe it 
is a right One, and dare warrant it ; and indeed I 
intend to fell it, and therefore would know what you 
intend to give me for it. Truly, reply’d the Goid- 
fmith, it may be worth ten Pounds ; yes, and more 
Money, faid the Countryman ; not much more, an- 
fwered the Goldfmitn, for look you here, faid he, 
here is a Ring, which I will warrant is much better 
than your’s, and I will alfo warrant it to be a good 
Diamond, and I will fell it you for twenty Pounds. 
This the Goldfmith faid fuppofing that the Coun- 
tryman, who came to fell, had no Skill, Inclination, 
or Money to bu> ; bat our pretended Countryman 
believing that theGoldimith only faid this, thinking 
to draw' him on to part with his own Ring the more 
eafily, and by that Means cheat him, reiolved if he 
could to be too wife for the Goldfmith, wherefore 
taking both tne Rings into his Hands through a Pre- 
tence of comparing tnein together, he thus faid, I am 
fure mine is a rigut Diamond, and fo is mine replied 
the Goldfmith, and faid the Countryman fhall I have 
it for twenty Pound ? yes, replied the Goldfmith : 
But laid he, I fuppoie you came to fell and not to buy; 
and iince you fhall fee I will be a good Cuftomer, I 
will give you fifteen Pounds for yours : Nay, replied 
the Countryman, fmee I have tne Choice to buy or 
fell, I will never refufe a good Pennyworth, as I 
think this is, therefore mailer Goldfmith I will keep 
my own, and give you Money for your's, where is 
it, laid the Goldfmith haflily ? and endeavouring then 
to feize on his Ring, hold a Blow there faid Rumbold \ 
here's your Money, but the Ring I will keep : The 
Goldfmith feeing himfelf thus caught, fluttered and 
flounced like a Madman, and Rtmibold pulling out a 
little Purfe, told down twenty Pieces of Gold, and 
faid, here Shopkeeper, here’s your Money, but I 
hope you will allow me eighteen Pence a Piece in 
Exchange for my Gold. Tell not me of Exchange, 
but give me my Ring, faid the Goldfmith. It is 
mine, faid the Countryman, I have bought it, and 
paid for it, and have Witnefs of my Bargain. All 
this would not ferve the Golcimith's Turn, but he 
curs'd and fwore that Rumbold y the pretended Coun- 
tryman, came to cheat him, and his Ring he would 
have, and at the Noife feveral People came about the 
Shop, but he was fo perplex’d that he could not tell 
his Tale, and at length a Conitable came, and altho’ 
the Goldfmith knew not to what Purpofe, yet before 
a Juitice he would go. Rumbold feem’d content, and 
therefore before a Juftice they went together; when 
they came there, the Goldfmith, who was the Plan- 
tiff, began his Tale, and faid, that the Countryman 
had taken a Diamond Ring from him worth one hun- 
dred Pounds, and would give him but twenty Pounds 
for it. Have a Care, replied Rumbold fox if you charge 
me with taking a Ring from you, l fuppofe that is 
Healing, and it you fay fo, I fhall vex you more than 
I have yet done ; and then he told the Jufttce the 
whole Story as here related, which wa^ then a very 
plain Cafe, and for Proof of the Matter, our pre- 
tended Country Gentleman’s Man was a Witnefs. 
The Goldfmith hearing this, aliedged, that he be- 
lieved the Conntry Gentleman and Ids Man were both 
Impoftors and Cheats. To this our Adventurer re- 
ply 'd as before, that he had bed have a Care he did 
not make his Cafe worfe, and bring an old Houfe over 

his 
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his Head by flandering him thus ; for it was well 
known that he was a Gentleman of Three Hundred 
Pounds per Annum , and lived at a Place not above 
twenty Miles from London , and that he being defirous 
to fell a Ring, came to his Shop for that Purpofe, but 
he would have cheated him, but it prov’d that he only 
made a Rod for his own Breech, and what he intend- 
ed to him was fallen upon himfelf : Thus did our Ad- 
venturer make good his Cafe and the Juftice feeing 
there was no lnjuftice done, difmifs’d fom, but or- 
der’d that his Neighbour the Goldfmith fhould have 
the twenty Pieces of Gold for twenty Pound, though 
they were worth more in Exchange, and this was all 
the Satisfaction he had. 

Rumbold had a mighty itching after the Goldfmith’s 
Money in Lombard-Street ; he would not pafs thro' 
that Street, and hear thole Tradefmen telling their 
Sums, but his Hands longed to be feeling of them. 
He had a Boy that conltantly attended him, who, 
every Time his Matter had a Mind to make fome 
Advantage to himfelf, went into a Goldfmith* t Shop, 
took up an handful of Money, and then letting it all 
fall down on the Counter, ran out. Once on a 
Time this Boy performed this Trick, the Servants 
in the Shop ran after him, and taxed him with ftealing 
fome of the Money. Rumbold , who always vindica- 
ted his Younglier, bid them take Care what they 
faid, and pofitively affirm’d that his Boy had not ta- 
ken a Farthing, and mull be fo plain with them, as 
to tell them, that the Goldlmith fhould pay for it. 
Hereupon they fell to hot Words, and the Gold- 
fmith calling our Adventurer a fhirking Fellow, faid, 
he would h; ve both him and the Boy fent to New- 
gate for robbing him, and that in Conclufion, he mull, 
and fliould pay for it. Ac firll our Adventurer deflred 
to know with what Sum they pretended to charge the 
Boy ; they faid they knew not, but that he had taken 
Money from a Heap they were telling, and which 
was a hundred Pounds. 

Rumbold hearing them fay thus, told them, that he 
would flay the telling of it, and then they might 
judge who had the Abufe. They were content with 
it, and accordingly went to telling. Half an Hour 
had difpatch’d tluit Matter, and then they found all 
their Money was right to a Farthing ; the Goldfmith 
feeing this, afk’d our Adventurer’s Pardon for the 
Affront they had done him, faying it wasaMiftake. 
Rumbold anfwered to this, that he mull pay for his 
prating ; and that being a Perfon of Quality, he would 
not put up with the Affront, and that he mull expeCl 
to hear further from him. The Goldfmith feeing 
our Adventurer hot, was as choJerick as he, and fo 
they parted for that Time. Rumbold , the next Day 
got the Goldfmith to be arrefled in an AClion of De- 
famation, and the Serjeant who arrefled him being 
well feed by our Adventurer, told the Goldfmith, 
that he had better by far compound the Matter, for 
the Gentleman he had injured was a Perfon of Qua- 
lity, and would not put it up, but make him pay 
foundly for it, if he proceeded any farther. The 
Goldfmith being defirous of Quiet, hearkened to his 
Counfel, and agreed to give ten Pounds ; but that 
would not be taLen, but twenty Pounds was given to 
our Adventurer, and fo the Bufinefs was made up 
for the prefen t. 

Rumbold having got fome of the Goldfmith’s Mo- 
ney, was determined to have more, or venture hard 
for it ; wherefore having again given inftruClions to 
his Boy what to do, he made feveral Journeys to the 
Goldfmith's, walking by his Door to watch an Op- 
portunity ; at length he found one ; for feeing the 
Servants telling a confiderable Quantity of Gold, he 
gave the Sign to the Boy, who prefently went in, and 
dapping Ids Hand on the Heap, took up, and brought 


away a full Handful, and coming to his Mailer, 
it him : neither did the Boy make fo much Haile oi 
the Shop, but that he could hear a Stranger who w. 
in the Shop receiving of Money, i\y to tne Apprei 
tice, Why do not you flop the Roy? No y laid the Aj* 
prentice, I do not mean it y I know him well enoug 
my Mafter paid Sauce lately for flopping of him ar 
fo they continued telling of their Alone/. 

Rumbold being intimately acquainted with a Je\ 
eller in Fofter-Lane y whom he often helped to tl 
Sale of Rings and Jewels, which made his Crec' 
good with him, went one I iroe into his Work-Roor 
and chancing to fpy a very rich Jewel, lie told hii 
that he could help him to the Sale thereof. My Lai 
fuch a one having fpoke to me, laid he, about An] 
a Thing. The Jeweller, glad of tne Opportune I 
delivered it to our Adventurer at fuch a Price to i< 
for him. But Rinnbold only carried it to anochl 
Workman, to have another made like it with cou [ 
terfeit Stones. Before he went, he alkM if the Lru | 
diflik’d it, whether he might leave it with his W 
or Servant : Ay, ay, fays he, either will be fufficict 
Rumbold was forced to watch a v\ hole Day to fee wh 
he went out, and being gone, prefently went to t 
Shop, and enquired of the Wife for her Kufbtnd, j 
anfwered him that he w'‘S but jail gone. Well, A 
dam, faid he, you can do my Bui nef as well as i 
’tis only to deliver thefe Stones into your Cuitoc 
and fo he went his way. 

Not long afler, Rumbold met the Jeweller in j 
Street with ditpleaiing Looks, Sir, faid he, I thouj 
a Friend would not have ferved me fo, but our / 
venturer deny’d it llifly; whereupon he was v< 
angry, and told him he would profecute him. Ri 
bold feem’d not to value his Threats, and lo left hi 
Rumbold was not gone m my Paces before he met w 
a Friend, who complain’d to him, that he had lo. 
very valuable Locket of his Wife’s, it being flo 
from her. Rumbold was glad to hear of fuch a C 
cumllance that had fallen out fo favourably to hisp 
fent Purpofe, lie afk’d him to give him a Defcript 
of it, which he did punctually. Now, faid Rumbi 
what will you give me, if I tell you where it is. A 
thing in Reafon. Then go to luch a Shop in Fofl 
Lane , (the fame Shop where he had cheated the IK 
of his Ring) and there afk’d peremptorily for it, fc 
was there at fuch a Time, and faw it ; nay he wo 
have had me help’d him to a Cuflomer for it: M< 
Time, I’ll flay at the Star Tavern for you. Av 
he went and denrnded his Locket. The Jeweller j 
ny’d he had any fuch Thing (as well he might.) U] 
this, Rumbold advifed him to have a Warrant I 
him, and to fetch him before a Juilice of the Pen i 
and that he, and the Perfon who was with h , 
would fwear it. The Goldfmith was inflantly fei t 
on by a Conftable, and as foon as lie faw who t j 
were that would fwear againil him, deflred the G, j 
tleman to drink a Glafs of Wine, and thenordel 
him Satisfaction. But Rumbold had lo ordered J 
Buiinefs that it would not be taken, unlels he wqjl 
give all three general Relcafes. The Goldfm 
knowing the Danger that might enfue to Life .1 
Eilate if he perfifled, confented to the PropofaJ. 1 

Rumbold walking one time in the Fields with i 
Attendant or two, who fhould be conllantly bare • 
fore him, if in Company with any Perfon of Qua!, 
but other wife, kind Fellow well met : He was got 
far as Hackney before he knew he was, for \ ' ( 
Thoughts weie bulled in f arming Deflgns, and s 
Wit was contriving how tc put them into Execute 
Calling his Eye on one Side of him, he faw the p - 
tiell built and well fituated Houfe that ever his l s 
beheld. He had immediately a covetous Defire t<s 
Matter thereof; he was then, as Fortune wc-1 
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have it in very handfome Drefs. He walk’d but a 
little Way farther before he found out a Plot to ac 
complifh his Defires ; and thus it was : He return’d 
•and knock’d at the Gate, and demanded of the Ser- 
vant whether his Maker was vvithin ? He underhood 
he was, and thereupon deiir’d to fpeak with him. 
The Gentleman came out to him himfelf, and de- 
fir’d him to walk in. After Rumbold had made a 
general Apology, he told him his Bufinefs, which was 
only to requeit die Favour of him, that he mignt 
have the Privilege to bring a Workman to furvey his 
Houle, and to take his Dimenfions thereof, becaufe 
he was fo well pleas’d with the Building, that he 
e am e illy deiir’d to h ve another built exactly after the 
fame Pattern. The Gentleman could du no lefs than 
grant him fo much Civility. Coming home, ne 
went to a Carpenter, telling him he was about buy- 
ing a Houfe at Hackney , and that he would have 
him go along with him, to give him (in private) the 
Eftimute. Accordingly they went and found the 
Gentleman at Home ; who entertain’d our Adven- 
turer kindly as a Stranger. In the mean 1 ime the 
Carpenter took an exadt Account of the Buts and 
Bounds of the Houfe on Paper, which was as much 
as he defired at that Time. 

Paying me Carpenter well, he difmifs’d him, and 
by t.-iat Paper had a Leife drawn with a very great 
Fine ( lennoned to have been paid) at a fmall Rent. 
YV itntj.es he could not want to his Deed ; and fhort- 
Jy after he dtin.nded Pofleffion. The Gentleman 
thinking our Advenurer- out of his Wits, only 
Iaug..’d at him. Rumbold commenced a Suit of Law 
ag^inii nim, and produc’d his Creatures to ivvear to 
his iealing and Delivery of the Leafe, and the Car- 
penter’s Evidence, uitn m my other prob ble Circuin- 
lt-i-Ccs to corroborate his C.-.ufe ; w hereupon he had 
a \ erdiCt. The Gentleman by this Time under- 
ftanomg who our Adventuier was, thought it fafer 
to compound with him, 2nd Jofe fometning rather 
than all. • 

Another Time putting on one of the beft Suits of 
Cloaths he had, he went to a Scrivener in Btpu-lane, 
anc acquainted . him how he had a preltnt Occnfion 
for an him J red Pounds. I Je. demanded the Names 
of hi Securities. Rumbold t old him w here thev liv’d, 
being Perions of eminent Worth, (but our Adven- 
turer knew t>.ey were out of Town at that Junc- 
ture) and defn 'J to make Enquiry, but to be pri- 
vate m managing cf it. The, Scrivener accordingly 
went as he had Oeiired him, and, found them by Re- 
port to be what they were, really able and iuffici- 
ent Men. Two or three Days after Rumbold call’d 
upon Jiim to know whether he inight have the 
Money upon the Security propounded ? He told 
him that he might on bringing the Perfons, and 
fix'd a Day for meeting. According to the Day 
he came with two of his Accomplices, drefs’d like 
rich Citizens, who perfonated fuch Perfons to the 
Life, that the Scrivener could not entertain the leaft 
Sufpicion. The Money being ready, he told it over, 
and put it into a Bag; upon which our Adventur- 
er and his infignificant Bonds -men fealed the Wri- 
ting, leaving the Scrivener to another Enquiry after 
them, whom, if he did not mean, ’tvvas very con- 
fidently to be believ’d that he could never find them, 
by reafon of the feveral Names they went by. It 
chanced that Rumbold's forged Name was the fame 
with that of a Gentleman’s in Surrey, who was a 
great Purchafer, which our Auventurer came to 
know by being accidentally in his Company the 
next Night after he had cheated the credulous Scri- 
vener, unueriknding like wife tne exact Place of his 

Abode, and as the D 1 would have it his Chri- 

ftian Name was the lame as well as his Sirname 
with that of our Adventurer’s, wlucli he hud bor- 
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rowed. Upon this he went to the Scrivener again 
and told him that now he had a f ir Opportunity of 
benefiting nimfelf very much by a Purciiafe, pro- 
vided he wou’d aflilt him with two hundred Pounds 
more : But, Sir, /aid be, take Notice (m .1 c.relefs 
and generous FranKne<s) that it is out 01 a parti- 
cular Regard and KefpeCt to you that you might have 
profit by me, that I come again, neither wih 1 give 
you any other Security than my own Bond, tno’ 
1 did other wife before ; but if you will be fatisf) ’d 
as to my Ellate, pray let your Servant go to f uch 
a Place in Surrey, tiiere is a Piece of Gold to bear 
his Charges, and I will fati fy you farther for the 
tne Lois of Time occafion’d by fending him. He 
being very greedy of Gain, very officioufly promiied 
to do what I requir’d, and would ipeediiy give me 
an An Ever. Imagining what Time his Servant 
would return, Rumbold repaired to him again, and 
underftood from him by the Sequel, that he had re- 
ceiv’d as much Satisfaction as in Reafon any M,n 
won d defire. Upon this he procured the two hun- 
dred Pounds upon his own Bond ; wmch was accord- 
mgiy paid him. 

Rumbold Supported himfelf by thefe Cheats a con- 
fideruble 1 ime, tho’ unlike hL Companions, he was 
never known to be very extravagant. He R,d a- 
maffed together a matter of eight hundred Pounds 
clear, and reiewring to leave off in Time, put the 
Money into the hand of a Banker a Fnena of his 
in order to live the Remainder of his Days com- 
fortably on the Interest nereof; he had die Morti- 
fication, within a Month or two, to hear that his 
I ruitee was maren’d off not only with his Money, 
but a great many thoufand Pounds more of other 
Peoples ; fo that being reduc'd to an impoverifh’d 
State, ^ he was forc'd, tno’ iomewnat againil his In- 
clination, to betake himfelf ag.dn to his former ir- 
regular Courfes, feveral merry Pranks of whom the 
Sequel will loon difeover. 

Rumbold having a Dcugn of robbing a Gentleman’s 
Houle near Uxbridge, put up at an Inn in that Town, 
in order, 011 tiie firlt Opportunity, to put his Scheme 
in practice. Several Companies were in the Houfe, 
and lodg'd there; and it being the dime of long 
Nights, much of that tedious Time was fpent in 
Gaming and merry Converfation with one another. 
All Companies join’d with Paitime ; but it growing 
late, tiiey that were weary and fleepy dropp’d 
way to Bed; among the reiP, a Man who had a 
very handfome Wife went to Bed, and his Lodg- 
ing was in a Chamber where there was another 
1 he Alan being in Bed laid his Wearing- 
Uoaths upon him, and putting out the Candle went 
to Beep. A -little Time after our Adventurer, who 
was to lie in . the Bed in the fame Chamber, came 
up, and walking about, a Conceit came into his 
Head, that it was probable he might have a She- 
beaiellow, and in order thereto he thus carry ’d on his 
Device; he put off his own Cloaths, and laid 
them very orderly on the Bed where the Man was 
afleep, firfl taking off thole of his Chamber-fellows, 
and when he had done, he very fiiriy l’pread them 
on the Bed he was to lie in ; and having done thus, 
he went to Bed and put out his Candle, and expect- 
ing the Event, which fell out according to his Hopes, 
for not long after up came the Woman intending 
to go to Bed to her Husband, undrefs’d herfelf, and 
feeing, and very well knowing iier Husband’s Cloaths, 
believing that to be a fufficient Sign of her Husband’s 
bemg tnere, not looking on the Face, whicn was 
parpoiely hid, - fhe put oilt the Candle and went to 
Bed to our Adventurer ; who altho’ he pretended to 
be thbn afleep, yet he did her Right before Morn- 
ing, for fhe^ ilill fuppofmg it was her Husband, gave 
him free Liberty to do what he would. Her Bed- 
H h fellow. 


fellow, tho’ lie -had taken much Pains, and was 
weary, yet towards Morning, confidering that if this 
Matter was di [cover’d, he might have tower Sauce 
to his fweet Meat, '■ iludied and contrived how to 
come off as well as he had come on, and therefore 
turning to his Bedfellow and killing her, &c. as a 
Fare w el, he, pretending to rife and make Water, 
went out of the Bed ; he foon found his Way to 
his Chamber-fellow’s Bed-fide, and there took off 
his Cloaths, drefs’d himlelf and departed. The Wo- 
man miffing her Bedfellow, whom all the while 
fhe had took for her Husband, wonder’d much what 
was become him, and Liy and Iludied in great Con- 
fufion without knowing either what to do or fay ; 
at length fhe begin to miilrutt we had wrong’d her 
Bedfellow, efpecially when lhe began to confider 
with herfeif that her Husband was not wont to be 
fo kind : When fhe was partly fenfible of the Mif- 
take, fhe could not tell how to think of a Remedy ; 
if fhe fhould arife and go into the other Bed, lhe 
might chance to be miftaken again ; and therefore 
in this Confufion fhe knew not what to do. While 
fhe was in thefe Thoughts, a Maid with a Candle 
appear’d, who palling through the Room, gave her 
a clear View that her Husband was in the other 
Bed ; accordingly fhe refolv’d to take her Cloaths 
and go to Bed to her Husband ; but he who had 
flcpt hard all Night, was now awaken’d with the 
Nolle of the Maid’s palling through the Chamber, 
and therefore be crept out of Bed, and felt for a 
Chamber-pot ; at length having found one, and us’d 
it, and going to return to Bed where had lain, his 
Wife tnen took the Opportunity to call to him, fay- 
ing, My Dear, whither are you going ? You ?ni flake 
your Bed. No, Jure, laid the Man, If 'here are you? 
Here , reply’d fhe. He hearing her Voice, loon 
found out where lhe was, but could not prefcntly 
be perluaded that he had lain there all Night. You 
Jhall fee that by and by, fa id fhe, when you can fee 
your Cloaths on this Bed . If it be fo , then you are 
in the right , anfwer’d he. In fine, getting him to 
deep again, fhe, in the Interim, got his Cloaths laid 
on the Bed; and Day-light coming on, and he feeing 
them there, was fatisfy’d. Thus was this Chriflmas 
Adventure ended. She, towards one in the Morn- 
ing, made great Enquiry after her Bedfellow, but no 
Tidings could be given of him. 

Another time Rumbold coming early one Morning 
to an Inn in the Country, called for a Flaggon of 
Beer, and defir’d a private Room, for, faid he, I 
have Company coming to me, and we have Bufmefs 
together. The Taplter accordingly fhews him a 
Room, and brings him a Flaggon of Beer, and with 
it a Silver Cup worth three Pounds. Rumbold drank 
off his Beer, and call’d for another Flaggon, and 
at the fame time defir’d the Landlord to bear him 
Company. The Landlord feeing him alone, fat and 
talk’d with him about State Affairs till they were 
both weary, and the Landlord was ready to leave 
him. Well, faid our Adventurer, 1 fee my Company 
•will not co?ne, and therefore 1 will not flay any long- 
er . Neither did he ; but having drank up his 
Beer, he call’d to pay : Fourpencc, laid the Taplter; 
There it is, anfwer’d our Adventurer, laying it down, 
and fo he went out of the Room. The Tapller fluid 
behind to bring away the Flaggon .and Silver Cup; 
yet tho’ he found the Flaggon, the Cup was not to 
be found ; wherefore running haltily ,out of the 
Room, he cry’d, Stop the Man . Rumbold was not 
in fuch haite but that he quickly Itopt of himfelf; 
he was not quite gone out of the Doors, and there- 
fore foon return’d to the Bar ; where when he was 
come: Well, faid he, what is the Matter? What 
would you have ? The Cup, anfwer’d the Taplter, 


that 1 brought you . 1 left it in lb e Room , replv’d 

Rumbold, l cannot fl;.d it, ainueiM tne Tapiierj 
and at this Node tne Landlord :.|.pe:.r\i t who hear- 
ing what was the Matter, find, I cm Jure tie Cup 
was there but jttfl now, for 1 drank u.t of it. Ay, 
and it is there for me, reply’d our Adventurer. 
Look then farther, (hid the Landloid. T lie Tapkcr 
did fo, but neither high nor low could he find the 
Cup. Well then laid the Landlord, if it be gone 
you mufl pay for it. Countryman, for \au rntift either 
have it or know of its going, and then fore you mufl 
pay for it. Not I indeed, reply’d our Adventurer, 
you fee l have none of it, 1 have not been out of 
your Houfc, nor no Body has bt en with ?ne, how then 
can I have it? You may fe arch me. '] he Landlord 
immediately caus’d him to be fearch’d, but lucre 
was no Cup to be found : However the Landlord 
was refolved not to lofe his Cup fo, and therefore he 
fent for a Conllable, and charged him with our Ad- 
venturer, and threaten’d him with the Juftice. All 
this would not do, and Rumbold told him, That 
threaten d Folks live long, and if he would go be- 
fore a Juitice, he was ready to bear him Company 
to him. T he Landlord was more and more per- 
plex’d at this, and feeing he could not have his 
Cup, nor nothing confefs’d, before the Juftice they 
went ; When they came, the Landlord told the 
Story as truly as it was, and our pretended Country- 
man made the fame Anfwer there as he had done be- 
fore to the Landlord ; The Juitice was perplex’d, 
not knowing how to do Juftice : Here was a Cup 
loll, and Rumbold did not deny but he had it, but 
gone it was, and altho’ Rumbold was purfued yet he 
aid not fly ; he had no Body with him, and there- 
fore it could not be convey’d away by Confedera- 
cy ; and for his own Part he had been, and was a- 
gain fearched, but no fuch Thing found about him, 

and he in all refpetts pleaded innocency. This 

tho’ confider ’d and weighed in the Balance** of Juf- 
tice, he could not think that our Adventurer had it, 
and therefore to commit him would be Injuflice : 
He confider’d all he cou’d, and was inclin’d to 
favour the Countryman, who was altogether a Stran- 
ger, and he believed innocent, efpecially when he 
confider’d what a kind ol Perfon the Landlord was, 
of whofe Life and Converfation he had both heard 
and known enough, and caufe him to believe that it 
might be poflibie that all this might be a Trick of 
the Landlord’s to cheat our Adventurer, and there- 
fore he gave his Judgement, that he did not believe 
by the Evidence that was given that the Country- 
man had the Cup, and that he would not commit 
him, unlefs the. Landlord would lay and fwear point- 
blank Felony to his Charge, and of that he defir’d 
the Landlord to beware. The Landlord feeing how 
the Affair was like to go, laid no more, but that 
he left to Mr. Juflice, who being of the Opinon a- 
bove-mention’d, diicharg’d Rumbold, and advded the 
Landlord to lec him hear no more of fuch Matters, 
and if he could not fecure his Hate, and know wnat 
Company he had deliver’d it to, then to keep it up. 
The Landlord thank’d the Juitice for his Advice, and 
fo departed, our pretended Countryman going about 
his Bufinefs, and he returning Home being heartily 
vex’d at his Lofs, and the Carriage of the whole 
Affair, which was neither for his Profit nor Credit, 
but he was forc’d to fit down with the Lof c , being 
extremely uneafy at thinking which w\y he fliould 
lofe the Cup. He threw a nay fome Money upon ‘a 
Cunning-Man to know what was becon e of it, but 
all he could tell him was, that he wou'd hear of it 
again, and fo he did lliorcly after, tho’ it was to his 
further Coll, and to little Pui pole. 

He had fome Occafion to go to uie M-M et- 
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Town during the Time of the Afiizes, and there 
feeing the Prii oners brought to their Tryals, among 
others he efpied Riur.bold, whom he had charged 
with the Silver Cup. He enqaired what was his 
Crime, and was told it was for picking of a Poc- 
ket. Nay, /hen, faid the Landlord, pt-obably I may 
hear of my Cup again ; and therefore, when tiie 
Trial wa> over, and the Prisoners- carried back to 
the Goal, he went and enquired for our Adventurer, 
to whole Prefence he was foon brought. O Lord, 
Mafter f how do you do ? Who thought to have feen 
you here P 1 believe you have not met with fo good 
Friends in this Country as you did in our 7 own of cur 
Juft ice , kut let that pajs Come, let us drink together. 
Hereupon a Jug of Ale was. call’d for and lome To- 
bacco, wlncn they very lovingly drank off, and fmok’d 
together ; which done, find the Landlord to our 
Adventurer, I would gladly be refold d in one Point, 
•which I queftion not but you can do. I fuppofe you 
mean, faid Rumbold, about the old • Bufinefs of the 
Silver Cup you loft. — Fes , faid the Landlord ; and 
the lofing of it does not fo ?nuch vex ms, as the Man- 
ner how it was loft, and therefore, continued he, if 

i you would do me the Kindnefs to give me Satisfaction 
what becann of it, I do proteft I will acquit you 
alt ho' 1 you art diredlly guilty . No, that will not 
do, rep* \ ’ i Rurnboid, there is fomewhat elfe in the 
Cafe. H ill then, faid the Landlord, if you will tell 
me, I will give you ten Shillings to drink. Ready 
Money decs very well in a P. ifon , faij our Adven- 
turer, and will prevail much ; but how Jhall 1 he 
ojfurcd that you will not profecute me, if I Jbould 
* hance to be concern d : For that , reply ’d the Lind- 
Old, I can give you no other ft arrant than ?ny Oath , 
which I vsill inviolably keep. Well then , faid 
kumbold, down with the merry Grigs, let me handle 
he sSioney, and I'll be very true to you, and as 
i| c or your cbm ft ng me with it 1 fear you not. 
uf.I 1 he Landlord being big with Expectation to know 
follow thi> clean Conveyance was wrought, foon laid 
^Ilown toe ten Sellings, and then our Countryman thu 
toproceedeo : “ 1 muitconlefs that I know which Way 
i.f ‘ your Cup went, but when you charg’d me with it 
1 had it not, neither was it out of the Room, and 
I mu ft tell you thus, .that if you had fought nar- 
rowly you might have found it, but it was not ti.ere 
1‘ortg alter. W'e wild live by our Wits muil a& by 
Policy more than downright Strength, and tnis can- 
not he done without Confederates, and I had fuch 
in the Management of this Affair, for 1 left the Cup 
fanned with foft Wax under the Middle of the 
Board of the Table where I drank ; which Pi .ce of 
the Ti.ble, by re afo n it was cover’d with a Cloth, 
as you may remember it was, it could nor well be 
feen, and tnerefore ) 0 u and your Servants miL’d 
it: You know that very willingly 1 went with you 
'f to the Juiiice ; and whilll we were gone, thofe 
Friends and Confederates of mine, whom 1 had ap- 
pointed, and who knew the Room and every thing 
elfe, went into the Houle, and into the f. me Room, 

‘ where they found the Siiver Cup, and without the 
kail Sdpicion went fairly off with it ; and at a 
f PI ice appointed we met, and there acquainted one 
another with our Adventures, and what Purchases 
we hud made ; we equally fhared them between us. 
7 he Landlord at the hearing this Difconrfe was ex- 
tremely fur priz'd, alt ho' fully fatisfy d ; but yet, 
faid he, i would be refolv’d one Queftion, which 
is ciiis ; How, if we had found it where you had 
put it whilli you were there ?. Why, truly, faid 
Rumbold, then you could have charg’d me with 
nothing, and 1 would have put it off with a Jelr ; 
and if would not have done, the moll you could 
have done would have been only. to have kick’d and 


k 

3 ‘ 

it it 
.of 

It! 

iffl 
itl? 

iun;( 

if 

lili’ 


“ beaten me, axil thofe Things we of our Quality 
“ mull venture : You know the old Proverb, Nothing 
“ venture, nothing have ; and a faint He..rt ntver 
“ won a fair Lady. And we have thi other Proverb 
“ to help us. ; Fortune favours the Bold, as it com- 
“ monly does tho.e of our Quality , nd fhe did me, 1 
“ thank her in that Attempt.” Rumvold thus delean t- 
ed upon iiis Actions, and the Landlord finding no 
likelihood of getting his Cup or any Thing elfe of our 
Adventurer, return’d Home. 

We fli ill give our Readers now the hft Adventure 
of Rumbold which he perform’d upon this mortal 
Stage. It is this : 

Our Adventurer in Company with two or three 
more Cheats going together, liiw a Countryman who 
had a Purfe of Money in his Hand ; * they had ob- 
ferv’d him to draw it out to pay for fome Gingerbread 
he had bought on the Road ; wherefore tj.ey clos’d 
with him, and endeavour’d to nip his Bung, pick his 
Pocket, but could not, for iie knowing ne wa< in a 
dangerous Place, and among as dangerous Comp- uv, 
put his Purfe of Money into his Breeches, winch btmg 
dole at the Knees, fecur’d it from faking out, and 
befides he was very fly in having any Body come too 
near him. Our Prr.&itioners in the Art of J nieving 
feeing this would not do, fet their Wits to working 
farther, and having all their Tools ready about them, 
taking a convenient Time and PLce, one of them 
goes before and drop* a Letter ; another of our Ad- 
venturers who had joined himfclf to the Countryman, 
feeing it lie fairly for the Purpofe, fays to him, Look 
you what is here ? But altho’ the Countryman did 
Hoop to take it up, yet our Adventuier was too nim- 
ble for him in that, and, having it in Hand, faid. 
Here is fomevshat elfe befides a Letter : / cry Half 
faid the Countryman. Well, faid Rumbold, you ftoop 
indeed as well as 1, but I have it ; however I will 
be fair with you, let us fee what it is, and whether it 
is worth the dividing ; and thereupon he breaks open 
the Letter, and there fees a fair Chain or Necklace of 
Gold. Good Fortune, fays Rumbold, if this be right 
Gold. Hove Jhall we know that, reply ’d the Country- 
man, let us fee what the Letter fays ; which being 
fhort, and to the Purpofe, fpoke thus : 

Brother John, 

I Have here fast you hack this Necklace of Gold you 
have fent me, not for any Diftike I have to it, but 
my Wife is covetous, and would have a bigger ; t Is 
comes ?iot to above J even Pounds, and jbe w ould have 
one of ten Pounds , therefore pray get it ehang' d for one 
of that Price, and fend it by the Bearer to your Icvt.sg 
Brother, Jacob Thornton. 

Nay then, we have good Luck, faid the cheating 
Dog our Adventurer ; but 1 hope, continued he to 
the Countryman, you will not exped a full Share, for 
you know 1 found it, and befdes, if we fhould divide 
it, I know not how to break it in Pieces, but I doubt 
it would fpoil it, therefore I had rather have my 
Share in Money. Well, faid the Countryman, I'U 
give you your Share in Money, provided l may have 
a full Share. That you fhall, faid Rumbold, and there- 
fore I mull have of you three Pounds ten Shillings, 
the Price in all being as you lee leven Pounds. Ay, 
but J'aid the Countryman , {thinking to be too cunning for 
our Adventurer) it may be worth leven Pound in Mo- 
ney Falhion and all, but we mull not value that, but 
only the Gold, therefore I think three Pounds in Mo- 
ney L better than half the Chain, and iomv.cn I'll 
give you if you’ll let me have it. Well, JV. con- 
tented, f.tid Rumbold, but then you lhall gi . . me a 
Pint of Wine over and above.' To this th* co >•* 
tryman alio agreed, and to a Tavern they we, % 

wi.e.e 
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„k„c K,M <*«*£ *j ; 0 ,h b "'J.°; n h t‘- h :l£ 

Tn" were going nwa, ta> ^.LmoS 

done with him, intended g which the 

f,„„ him, offered km. to ,°fcre S i<l drenk 

Countryman accepted of, but “ 0 ', V who a (kcd 
it off, in comes another of the fame 1 rib , 

whetncr Mi, M» . « «• 
faid the Bar keeper, Rumbold and tne 7 ^ 

S-rS r;<s V* ^.Si 

SEf5-«rs.“ - « '»V” E , b ^: 

mg done his Beftnefs, gave ®,f ' A 2 T|LTJ Core' 

n*t H sb 8 ,o «Jyl^ 

gHK^SSf-rs 

»iS"f<o £d i V of them «po» .W. 

LvsirSr;i n 3ni^® 

wiU kid VrWr/, but not for Money . • Why then 
S *They having S& andthe 

Countryman^bein^made^Ovoffeer 

• had the letter of it, mnning t with 

tller ’ s / 0 “ r : i. j°\Ve will play Two-pence wet, and 
all this Drink ? Wevv.n Play P d and lo 

Four-pence dry. h;ld> 

! So P t y wo ; n a o n f Ws Confederate ten Sellings in Mo- 
ef m Loofer feem’d to be angry, and therefore 

sSWS 

fufe your pfopofition, becaufe I have won your j o 
lev ^ and therefore to it they went, and Rumbold had 

^' ■flh'e Countryman. Yon need no. pin,. fcd .he 
P r d i-|ldo timt and yon fee my Fortune is good ; 
°' 1 '" I 1 “ t“'Z, me, yo« know we hare both 

venture all now about thirty SuU- 


lines. Come, take it all, win it and wear it, and fo 
they play’d; but they had now drawn the Countiy- 
man inefficiently, and he was fluff, but it lulled not 
lone thus, before he was taken down a Batton-nole 
lower for the Fortune chang’d, and that wnat he had 
won was lolt, and forty Shillings more. He was now 
an ary, but to no Purpofe, for he did not discover t.ieir 
foul Play: and he, in Hopes of his good fortune, 
ventur’d, and loft the other forty Shillings, and then 
he faid he would go Halves no longer, tor he thought 
he would be merry and wile, and it he couid not make 
a Winning, he would be lure to make a tecure Bar- 
gain ; which he reckon’d he ffould do, becaule altl.o 
he had loft four Pounds in Money, and giving hum- 
bold three Pounds for his Share ot the Cham, that yet 
he ffould make feven Pounds of the Chain, and to 

be no Loier. , . r _ A . 

They feeing he would not play, left off, and he 
that had won the Money, was content to give a Colla- 
lion, which was called for ; but Rumbold pretending 
much Anger at his Lofs, was reiolv’d to ventuie 
more , and to playing again he went, and in a ffort 
time he recover’d a great deal of his Lofles. This 
vexed the Countryman, that he had not join d with 
him; and in the End, feeing his g°°d Eortunecon- 
tinue, and that he won, he again went Halves, buti 
was not long that they thrived ; The Countryman i was 
obliged to draw his Purfe, and m the End loft * dl h ‘- 
Money, which was near twenty 1 ounds. He did no 
think his Condition to be fo bad ss it was, becaufe he 
believed he had a Chain worth le f " Po “" ds h ‘ : 
Pocket, and therefore he reckoned he had not lo 

all 

‘ By this time feveral other Confederates (having bee. 
Abroad, employ’d on the Jime Account couxemn; 
and cheating of others) came into the Tuvetn, w . 
was the Place appointed for their Rendezvous, tbe 
they acquainted one another of their feyerul Gain 
and Prizes, afterwards fell to drinking, which they dr 
very plentifully, and the Countryman or Anger ca 
led up the Landlord to make one ot the Companj 
He foon underftood what kind ot Guefts he had 
his Houfe, and how they had cheateu the poor Com 
tryman, and therefore he was relolved to ierve the 
in the fame Sort: Accordingly he, put forward tl. 
Affair of Drinking ; and fume being hungred, cJk 
for Viftuals : he told them he would get them wh< 
they pleas’d ; and they being determin’d to take » 
their Quarters there for that Night, a Supper w. 
befpoke for all the Company, lucu as the tvMer < 
the Houfe in his Difcretion ffould think fit . He 
them they ffould have it, and accordingly went dow 
to provide Supper: He foon return <i, and help 
them off with their Liquor till Supper-time ; by th 
Time they were all perfectly drunk ; he then cos 
mands up Supper, and they fall too with a Should, 
of Mutton and two Capons; they Eat and Du 
baud, and culls for mo, -c, he tells tl.em ; 

But they now having let ftill a wht.e, were all la > 
afleep ; he makes Ole of this Opportunity, a. 
brings up half a Dozen empty toulDiffes, or at k. 
full of Bones of lcveral Fowls, as Pigeons, 1 artri g' 
Pneafants, and all the Remains of Viftu^s that h 
been left in the Houfe that Dry, which he ftrewj 

and placed on their Plates, and lo left tnem. Soi 

of t.wrn flecp.ng, and fitting uneafily, fell from «. 
Chairs and lo waked themielvcs, and t.ieir Comi 
King thorotgtiiy ™±-d, th«, vm M 
eating and dri-ikii g, fome turning over the Boi 
that were brought, uo. How ca, me r f ' r 

not remember that 1 eat any fuch^ Vtauais . 
faid another ; upon wnich tnc Matter oi the Ho 
was call’d, and t.,e Quduon was alk d .hm . » 

furely, Gentlemen t you have forgot your s el us, laid 
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you have Jlcpt fou?:d and fair indeed, I believe you will 
forget the Collar of B raven you had too , that coft me 
Jlx Shillings out of my Pocket. Hove, Brawn, ft id 
one. Ay, Brawn, anfwer’d the Lordlord, you had 
it, and are like to pay for it ; you'll remember nothing 
prefently, this is a fine drunken Bout indeed. So it is, 
reply ’d one of the Company, fure we have been in a 
Dream, but it fignifes nothing, my Landlord , you muft 
and jhall be paid ; give us another Dozen Bottles, and 
bring us a Bill, that we may pay the Reckoning we 
have\run up. 

Tail) Order was prefcntlv obeyed, and a Bill 
brougnt, which in all came to feven Pounds ; in which 
’tis taken for granted, that he mif-reckon’d them a- 
bove one Halt, tho’ he acquainted them, that he had 
ufed them very kindly ; they were bound to believe 
him, and therefore every Man was call’d for to pay 
his Share : The Countryman lhrunk behind, intending 
toefespe ; which one of the Company feeing, call’d 
him forwards, and fiid, Come, let us tell Nofes, and 
every Man pay alike. The Countryman defired to be 
exculed, and faid he had no Money ; which they 
knowing well enough, at length they agreed to acquit 
him : Tkisdone, they went to their feveraJ Lodgings to 
Bed, and it was time, for it was paft Midnight ; they 
all dept better than the Countryman, who could hardly 
fleep a Wink for thinking on his Misfortunes, and 
having fuch good Fortune in the Morning, it Ihould 
prove fo b"hd before Night. 

But Morning being come, he and they all arofc, 
and the Countryman’s Money being all fpent, he 
knew it was to no Purpofe for him to day there, 
wherefore- he refolv’d to go to a Goldfmuh in the 


City, and fell, or pawn his Chain, that he might 
h:ue ioinc Money to Carry him Home : Baing corne 
to the Goldfmith's, he produced the Chain, which 
tho’ at hrft Sight lie took to be Gold, yet upon r l rial 
he found it ot..erwife, and that it was but Brufs gilt; 
he told the Country m..n the fame, who, at this heavy 
Neus was like to break his Heart. The Goldfmith 
feeing the Countryman in fuch a melancholy Taking, 
he enquired of him how he came by it. He foon ac- 
quainted him with the Manner, and every Circum- 
itance ; the Goldfmith, as foon as he underilood the 
Cheat, advifed him ro go to a Juit:ee, and get a 
Warrant for him that had thus cheated him ; and the 
Countr) man telling him that he had no Money, nor 
Friend, being a Stranger, he himfelf went with him 
to the Juft ice, who, foon tnderftanding the Matter, 
granted his Warrant, and the Goldfmith procured a 
Conft.ble to go with him to the Tavern or Night- 
Houfe, where Rumbold was apprehended, but he 
found Means fome Way or other to make his 
Efcape out of the Houfe, as did the reft by main 
Force. 

After Rumbold had loft the Money he had put in 
his Friend the Bunker’s Hands, he was forc’d to ftiift 
after this manner, cheating and cozening any one 
whom he took for a Prey. He narrowly efcap’d be- 
ing appiehtnded at his Lodging in Golden-lane near 
Bat bican ; but at length, ftill purfuing his Courfes of 
Iniquity, he was taken, and fent to Newgate ; when 
after fhc or fix Days Imprifonment, he receiv’d his 
Trial at the Old Bailey , was condemned, and execu- 
ted at Tyburn . 


The LIFE of Capt. JAMES HIND. 


T H E Father of Capt. Hind was a Sadler, an 
Inhabitant of Chipping-Norton in Oxford/hire, 
where the Captain was born. The old Man 
ived there many Years in very good Reputation a- 
nong his Neighbours, was an honeft Companion, 
nd a conftant Churchman. As James was his only 
on, he was willing to give him the beft Education 
e was able, and to that Purpofe fent him to School 
ill he was fifteen Years of Age, in which Time he 
earned to read and write very well, and knew Arith- 
iietick enough to make him capable of any common 
ufinefs. 

After this he was put Apprentice to a Butcher in 
lis Native Town, where he ierved about two Years 
f his Time, and then ran away from his. Mailer, 
ho was a very morofe Man, and continually find- 
]g fomething or another to quarrel with him about. 

When he made this Elopement, he applied im- 
ledhtely to his Mother for Money to carry him 
) to London, telling her a lamentable Story of the 
ardfhips he fuffer’d from his Mailer’s Severity, 
others are generally eafily wrought upon with 
/ ones of that Kind ; Ihe therefore very tenderly 
I pplied him with three Pounds for his Expences, 
d fent him away with Tears in her Eyes. 

He had nor been long in London before he got a 
-lifh of the Pleafmes of the Place (Pleafurcs I call 
3 2 


them in Compliance with the Opinion of Gentle- 
men of the Captain’s Tafte) I mean, the Enjoyment 
of his Bottle and his Millrefs ; both which, as far 
as his Circumftances would allow, he purfued very 
earneftly. One Night he was taken in Company 
with a Woman of the Town, who had juft before 
picked a Gentleman’s Pocket of five Guineas, and 
fent with her to the Poultry Compter till Morning, 
when he was releafed for want of any Evidence 
againft him, he having, in Reality, no Hand in the 
Affair. The Woman was committed to Newgate , 
but what became of her afterwards we are not cer- 
tain,’ nor does it at all concern us. The Captain by 
this Accident fell into Company with one Thomas 
Allen, a noted Highwayman, who had been put into 
the Compter upon Suspicion of fome Robbery, and 
was releafed at the fame Time with Hind, and for 
the fame Reafon. Thefe two Men going to drink 
together, after their Confinement, they contracted 
a Fricndihip which was the Ruin of them both, as 
the Reader will obferve in the Perufal of thefe 
Pages. 

'i heir firft Adventure was at Shooters- Hill, where 
they met with a Gentleman and his Servant. Hind 
being perfeCtly raw and unexperienced, his Compa- 
nion was willing to have a Proof of his Courage j 
and therefore itaid at fome Dillance while the Cap- 
i i tain 
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tain rode up, and fingly took from them 15 Pounds ; 
but returned the Gentleman twenty Sniffings to 
bear his Expences on the Road, with fuch a pleaiunt 
Air, that the Gentleman protelled he would never 
hurt a Hair of his Head, if it fnould at any 'Time 
be in his Power. Allen was prodigioufiy plealed 
both with the Bravery and Generality ol his new 
Comrade, and they mutually lwore to fland by one 
another to the utmofl of their Power. 

It was much about the Time that the inhuman 
and unnatural Murder of King Charles I. was per- 
petrated at his own Palace Gate, by the Faaaticks oi 
that Time, when our two Adventurers beg n their 
Progrefs on the Road. One Part of their Engage- 
ment together was like Cape. Stafford s Reloluuon, 
never to fpare any of the Regicides that came in 
their Way. It was not long before they met the 
grand Ufurper Cromwell, tis he was coming t'romllnut- 
ingdon , the Place of his Nativity, to London . O- 
liver had no lefs than feven Men in his Train, who 
all came immediately upon their flopping the Coach, 
and over-power’d our two Heroes ; to tlr.t poor Tom 
Allen was taken on the Spot, and foon after execut- 
ed, and it was with a great deal of Difficulty that 
Hind made his Efcape, who refolved from this Time, 
to aft with a little more Caution. He could not, 
however, think of quitting a Courfe of Life which 
he had juft begun to talte, and which he found fo 
profitable. 

The Captain rode fo hard to get out o( Danger, 
after this Adventure with Cromwell , that he killed 
his Horfe, and he had not at that Time Money e- 
nough to buy another. He refolved, therefore, to 
procure one as foon as poflible ; and to this Purpofe 
tramped it along the Road on Foot. It was not 
long before he law a Horfe hung to a Hedge with 
a Brace of Piflols before him ; and looking round 
him, he obferved, on the other Side of the Hedge, 
a Gentleman un trailing a Point : 7 his is my Horfe , 
fays the Captain, and immediately vaults into the 
Saddle. The Gentleman calling to him, and telling 
him, that the Horfe was his : Sir , fays Hind, you 
may think your f elf well off, that I have left you all 
the Money in your Pockets to buy another , which you 
had heft lay cut before I meet you again y lejl you 
Jhould be worfe ufed ; fo he rode away in Search of 
new Adventures. 

There is another Story of the Captain’s getting 
himfelf remounted, which I have feen in a printed 
Account ot his Life. Whether it be only the ffime 
Aftion other wife related, or another of our Adven- 
turers Pranks, I ffiall leave the Reader to determine, 
and proceed. 

Being reduced to the humble Capacity of a Foot- 
Pad, he hired a common Hack of a Man who made 
it his Bufinefs to Jet out Horfcs, and took the 
Road on his Back. He was overtaken (for he was 
not able to overtake any Body) by a Gentleman 
well mounted, with a Portmanteau behind him. They 
fell into Difcourfe upon fuch Topicka as are com- 
mon to Travellers, and Hind was very particular 
in praifing the Gentleman’s Horfe, ’till the Gentle- 
man repeated every Thing his Horfe coaid do. 
There was upon the Side of the Road a Wall, over 
which was anGther Way, and the Gentleman told 
Hind, that his Horfe could leap that Wall. Hind 
offer’d to lay a Bottle of it ; upon which the Gen- 
tleman attempted and accompliflied what he propof- 
ed. The Captain confcffed lie had loft .iis Wager, 
but defired the Gentleman to Jet him try if he would 
do the fame with him upon his Back, which the 
Gentleman confcnting, the Captain rode away with 
his Portmanteau, and left him to return his Horfe 
to the Owner, 


Another Time Captain Hind met the celebrated Re- 
gicide, Hugh Peters in Enfle Id-Chafe, and command- 
ed him to deliver his Money. Hugh, wiio had his 
Share of Confidence, began to lay ..bout him with 
Texts of Scripture, and to cudgel our bold Rob- 
ber with the eighth Commandment. It is wiit - 
ten in the Law, lavs he, That thou jhalt not Jital. 
And furthermore Solomon, who was futcly a very 
wife Man, f peaking in this Manner ; Rob not the 
Poor , becauje he is poor. Hind was willing to an- 
iwer the finiffied old Cant in Lis own Strain ; and 
for that End, began to rub up hi > Memory from 
fome of the Scraps of the Bible, which J.e lud 
learned by Heart in his Minority. Verily, f id 
Hind, if thou hadjl regarded the Divine Pictcpts as 
thou ought fj l to have done, thou wouldtfi not have 
wrefted than to fuch an abominable and wicked Senfe 
as thou did]} t V liords of the Pro/ bet, when he faith , 
Bind their Kings with Chains, and their Robles 
with Fetters of Iron. Didjl thou not, thou detejlable 
Hypocrite , endeavour from thefe Words to aggravate 
tie Misfortunes of thy Royal Majler, whom thy ac - 
cur fed Republican Party, unjuft ly murdered before 
the Door oj his own Palace? Here Hugh Peters 
began to extenuate that horrid Crime, and to al- 
lege other P.*rts ot Scripture in his Defence, and 
in Order to preferve his Money : Pray Sir, re- 
plied Hind, make no Reflexions on my Profefflon 
for Solomon plainly fays. Do not defpife a 7 hiej j 
but it is to little Purpofe for us to dfpute : The 
Snbflance of what I have to fay, is this, Deliver 
thy Money prefently , or elfe I Jhall fend thee out oj 
the IP arid to thy Ma/ler in an Infant. 

Thefe terrible Words of the Captain frighted the 
old Presbyterian in fuch a Manner, that he gave him 
thirty Broad Pieces of Gold, and then they parted 
But Hind was not thoroughly fatisned with Jetting 
fuch a notorious Enemy to the Royal Caufe depart 
in fo eafy a Manner. He, therefore, rode aftei 
him, full Speed, and overtaking him, fpoke as fol- 
lows : Sir, now I think of it, I am convinced tka 
this Misfortune has happened to you , becaufe you dit 
not obey the IVords of the Scripture , which fay ex 
prefly. Provide neither Gold, nor Silver , nor BraJ 
in your PurJ'es for your Journey. 1 1 here as it is evi 
dent that you had provided a pretty Deal of Gold 
However, as it is now in my Povoer to make you ful 
fil another Command, I would by no Means flip th 
Opportunity. Therefore , Pray give me your Cloak 
Peters was fo furpriz’d, that he neither flood to dif 
pute, nor to examine what was the Drift of Hind 1 
Demand ; but Hind foon let him underfland hi 
Meaning, when he added. You know. Sir , our Sa 
viour has commanded, That if any Man take awe. 
thy Cloak , thou mufl not refufe thy Coat alfo ; then 
J'ore, I cannot fuppofe you will a A in dire A Cor, 
t radict ion to fuch an exprefs DireXion, efpeciah 
now you can t pretend you have forgot it, becaufe l 
have reminded you of your Duty. 1 lie old Punt a 
fluugged his Siiouiders for fome Time, before h 
proceeded to uncalc them ; bat Hind told him h 
Delay would do him no Service ; for he would fc 
punftually obey’d, becaufe he was fure what. hen 
quefied was confonant to the Scripture : Aedbrdin^ 
ly Hugh Peters delivered his Coat, and Hind ca 
ried all off. 

Next Sunday when Hugh cr.me to preach, I 
choie an Inveftive againft Theft for the Subje 
of his Sermon, and took his Text in the Canticle. 
Chap. v. Ver. 3. I have put off my Coat, bo< 
Jhall I put it on ? An honefl Cavalier who w 
prefent, and knew the Occafion of his ckufing tho 
Word, cry’d out aloud : Upon my Word, Sir, lb 
lieve there is no Body here 4 . an t cil you, unlefs Caf 
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Jml was herd Which readv Anfwer to Hugh 
'eters Scriptural Quedion, put the Congregation in- 
o fuch an c; cefiive Fit of Laughter, that the Fa- 
latick Parfon w.,s aftnmed of himfelf, and defeend- 
d from his Prutling Box, without proceeding any 
farther in his Harangue. 

It has been observed before, that Hind was a pro- 
died Enemy to all the Regicides ; and, indeed, 
ortune was fo favourable to his Defires, as to put 
[me or other of thofe celebrated Vi Ilians often into 
is Power. 

1 le \: et one Day with that Arch-Traytor, Ser- 
;e.nt Bradj.b.ivj, who had fon.c 'Lime before the 
lifolence to ti : as Judge of his lawful Sovereign, 
ndtopii's Sentence of Death upon Majedy. The 
’lice wuere this Rencounter happened, was, upon 
he Road between Sherbourn and Shaft fury, in 
>7 rfttjhire. Hind rode up to the Coach Side, and 
einunded the Sergeant’s Money ; who, fuppofing 
is Niine would carry Terror with it, told him 
/ho he was. Quoth Hind, I fear neither you, nor 
ny King- killing Son of a Whore alive. 1 have 
gw as much Power over you, as you lately had 
ver the King , and 1 fioould do God and my Country 
ood Service, if 1 made tht fa?ne Ufe of it ; but 
ve, Villain, to fujfer the Pangs of thine oven Con- 
ic nee, till Juftice fall lay her Iron Han d upon 
bee, and require an Anfwer for thy Crimes, in a l Kay 
ore proper fr fueh a Monfler , «i vho art unworthy 
> die by any Hands, but thofe of the common Hang- 
an, and at any other Place than Tyburn. Never - 
’clefs, though I f pare thy Life as a Regicide, be 
(fured, that unlefs thou deliver ef thy Money imme - 
: ately, thou jhalt die for thy Obflinacy . 

Bradjhaw began to be fenfible that the Cafe was 
Dt now with him, as it had been when he fate at 
r eflminfier-Hall, attended with the whole Strength 
f the Rebellion. A Horror naturally arifmg from a 
lind confcious of the blacked Villainies, took Poflef- 

I on of his Soul, upon the Apprehenfions of Death, 
dnch the Pillol gave him, and difeovered itfelf in his 
Countenance. He put his trembling bland into his 
ocket, and pulled out about forty Shillings in Silver, 

’ /hich he prcierued to the Captain, who fw ore he 
/ould that Minute fhoot him through the Heart, if 
e did not find Coin of another Species. The Ser- 
vant at lad, to fave a miferable Life, pulled out that 
v'hich he valued next to it, as of two Evils all Men 
hufe the lead, and gave the Captain a Purfe full of 
Jacobufcs. 

Hind, having thus got Poffcffion of the Cadi, he 
•aade Bradfoaw yet wait a confidence Tune longer, 
vhile he made the following Fulogium on Money ; 
vhich, though in the Nature of it, it be fomething 
fjlifferent from the Harangues, which the Serjeant 
generally heard on a Sunday, contains, neverthelefs, 
is much Truth, and might have been altogether as 
had it come from another Mouth. 


^leafing. 


This, Sir , is the Metal that veins my Heart for 
ver ! O precious Gold, 1 admire and adore thee as 
imich as either Bradlhavv, Pryn, or any other Villain 
if the jame Stamps who, for the fake of thee , would 
; j ell their Redeemer again, were he now upon Earth. 
This is that incomparable Medicament which the Re- 
publican PI f cans call The Wonder-working Plaider : 
ft is 1 7 uly Catholick in Operation , and fomewhat of a 
pn to tie Jefuits Powder, but more effeBual. The 
Virtues of it are fi range and various ; it makes Jufice 
leaf as well as bli\d, and takes out Spots of the deepeji 
Treafons as cafly as Caflle-Soap does common Stains ; 
t alters a Man's Constitution in two or three Days, 
Tiore than the I irtuefd* s Trans fufion of Blood can do in 
r even Tears . *Tis a great Alexitpbarmi ck, and helps 


poifonous Principles of Rebellion, and thofe that life 
them. It miraculoufy exalts and purifies the Eye-fight , 
and makes Tray tors he hold nothing bu+ Innocence in the 
blacke/1 Male fuelers. ’ Tis a mighty Cordial for a de- 
clining C a ufe ; it ft i fit s Faction and Schifm as certainly 
as the Itch is defray'd tty Butter and Biimjlone. In a 
H ord , it makes Fools wife Men, and wife Men Fools ; 
and both of them Knaves. The very Colour of this pre- 
cious Balm is bright and dazling. Ip it be properly 
applied to the Fiji, that is, in a decent Manner, and a 
competent Dye , it infallibly performs all tie above], aid 
Cures, and many others too numerous to be here men- 
tioned. 

The Captain having finifhed his Panegyrick, he 
pulled out his Pidol, and faid farther : 

s 

7 ou and your infernal Crew have a long while run 
on, like Jehu, in a Career of Blood and Impiety, pre- 
tending that Z.eal for the Lord of Hojls has been your 
only Motive. How long you may be fujj'ered to con- 
tinue in the fame Courfe , God only knows. I will, 
however, for this Time, fop your Race in a literal 
Senje of the l Fords. With that he diot all the Six 
Horfes which were in the Sergeant’s Coach, and then 
rode off in Fuiiuit of another Booty. 

Sometime after, Hind met a Coach on the Road be 
tween Pttersfield and Portfmcuth , filled with Gentle- 
women : He went up to them in a genteel Manner, 
told them, that he was a Patron of tne Fair-Sex ; and 
that it was purely to win the Favour of a hard-hearted 
Midrefs, that he travelled the Country : But Ladies , 
added he, 1 am at this Time reduced to the Necejfty of 
afing Relief, having nothing to carry me on in my in- 
tended Profecution of Adventures : The young Ladies, 
who had mod of them read a pretty many Romances, 
could not help conceiting they had met with fome 
Sfuixot or Amadis de Gaul, who was faluting them in 
the Strain of Knight-Errantry : Sir Knight, faid one 
of the pleafanted among them, We heartily commife- 
rate your Condition, and are very much troubled 
that we cannot contribute towards your Support ; but 
we have nothing about us but a fucred Depofitum , 
which the Laws of your Order will not fuffer you to 
violate. 

Hind was pleafed to think he had met with fuch a- 
greeable Gentlewomen, and, for the fake of the Jed, 
could freely have let them pafs unmoleded, if his 
Neceffities at this Time had not been very pref&ng. 
“ May I, bright Ladies, be favour’d with the Knovv- 
“ ledge of what this facred Depofitum , which you 
“ fpeak of, is, that fo I may employ my utmod Abi- 
“ lities in its Defence, as the Laws of Xnight-Errm- 
“ try require ? ” The Lady who ipoke before and 
who fufpeided the lead of any one in Company told 
him, that the Depofitum fhe had ipoken of, was 3000/. 
the Portion of one of the Company, who was going 
to bedow it upon the Knight who had won her Good- 
Will by his many pad Services. “ My humble Duty 
“ be prefented to the Knight, faid he, and be pleafed 
“ to tell him, that my Name is Capt. Hind ; ill ac 
“ out of mere Necefdty 1 have made boid to borrow 
“ Part of w hat, for his Sake, I wifh were twice as 
“ much ; that 1 promife to expend the Sum in De- 
*• fence of injured Lovers, and the Support of Gen- 
“ tlemen who profefs Knight-Errantry.” At the 
Name of Capt. Hind, they were fefRcienrlv lfrrtled, 
there being No-body then living in EngLm.i who had 
not heard of him : Hind however bid them not be af- 
frighted, for he would not do them the lead Hurt, 
and defired no more than one thoufand Pound, out 
of the Three. This the Ladies vary thankfully g we 
in an Indant (for the Money was ty’d up in feperate 
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Bag?) and the Captain wifh’d them all a good Jour- 
ney, and much Joy to the Bride. 

We mull leave the Captain a little, to difplay the 
Corruption of human. Nature, in an Inftance, which 
the Captain has often proteiled was a great Trouble 
to him. The Young Lady, when fhe met her in- 
tended Ilufhand, told him all that had pall upon the 
Ro;d, and the mercenary Wretch, afloon as he heard 
of the Money that was loft adjourned the Marriage, 
t;ll he had lent to her Father to alk whether or no he 
would make up the Original Sum agreed upon, which 
he refufmg (partly became he had fufficiently exhaufted 
his Subihnce before, and partly becaufe he refented 
t lie fordid Propofal) our fervent Lover entirely broke 
through ail his Vows, and the unfortunate young 
L .dy died of Grief and Indignation. This Account 
fufticicntly demonftrates the Truth of what is advanced 
in the two Lines of Mr. Cowley's Tranflation of one 
of the Odes of Anacreon . 

Gold alone does PaJJton move ; 

Gold monopolizes Love. 

Another Time Hind was obliged to abfeond for a 
considerable Time in the Country, there being great 
inquiries made after him ; during this interval, his 
Money began to run fhort, and he was a great while 
before he could think of a Way to replenish his Purfe. 
He would have taken another Turn or two on the 
High-way; but he had lived fo long here that he had 
fpent his very Horfe. While lie was in this Extre- 
mity, a noted Dodtor in his Neighbourhood went to 
receive a large Sum of Money, for a Cure which he 
had performed, and our Captain had got information 
of the Time. It was in the Dodlor’s Way Home to 
ride dire&ly by Hind's Door, who had hired a little 
Houle on the Side of a Common. Our Adventurer 
took Care to be ready at the Hour the Doctor w as to 
return, and when he was riding by the Houle, he 
addreffed himfelf to him in the moft fubmillive 
Stile he was Mafter of, telling him, “ That 
“ he had a Wife within who was violent bad with a 
“ Flux', fo that Ihe could not live without prefent 
“ Help; intreating him to come in but two or three 
“ Minutes, and he would Shew his Gratitude as foon 
“ as he was able.” 

The Do&or was moved with CompaSTion at the 
poor Man’s Requeft, and immediately alighted, and 
accompanied him in, a/Turing him that he Should be 
very glad if it was in his Power to do him any Service. 
Hind conduced him up Stairs ; and as foon as they 
were got into the Chamber, fhut the Door, and pul- 
led out a loaded Piftol, and an empty Purfe, while 
the Doftor was looking round for his Patient. Tin's, 
quoth Hind , holding up the Purfe, “ is my Wife ; 
“ fhe has had a Flux fo long, that there is now no- 
“ thing at all within her. I know. Sir, you have a 
“ fovereign Remedy in your Pocket for her Dillein- 
“ per, and if you do not apply it without a Word, 
“ this Piftol Shall make the Day lhine into your Body. 
The Doftor would have been glad to have loft a con- 
fiderable Fee, provided he might have had nothing 
to do with the Patient ; but when he faw there was 
no getting off, he took forty Guineas out of his Poc- 
ket, and emptied them out of his own Purfe into the 
Captain’s, which now feemed to be in pretty good 
Health. Hind then told the Doftor, That he would 
leave him in full PofTeftion of his Houfe, to make a- 
mends for the Money he had taken from him. Up- 
on which he went out and locked the Door on 
poor Galen , mounting his Horfe, and riding away 
as faft as he was able, to find another Country to live 
in, well knowing that this would now be too hot to 
hold him. 

Hind has been often celebrated for his Generoftty 
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to all Sorts of People; more efpecially for his Kind 
nefs to the Poor, which it is reported was fo extra 
ordinary, that he never injured the Property of an) 
Perfon, who had not a competent Share of Riches 1 
We Shall give one Jnllance, inilead of a great many.' 
which wc could produce, which will Sufficiently con- 
firm this general Opinion of his Tendcrnefs for thole] 
that were needy. 

At a Time when he was out of Cafh (as lie fre- 
quently was, by reafon of his Extravagancy,) and had 
been upon the Watch a pretty while, without feeing 
any worth his Notice, lie at laft efp&d an old Mar 
jogging along the Road upon an Afs. He rides up to 
meet him, and asked him very courteoufly where he was 
going: “ To the Market, /aid the old Man at Wantage, 
“ to buy meaCow that I may have fome Milk for my 
“ Children. How many Children, quoth Hind, may you 
“ have ? The old Man anfwered r \ en. And how much 

“ do you think to give for a Cow, faid Hind ? 

“ J have but forty Shillings, Mafter, and that I have 
“ been faving together thefe two Years, fays the 

poor Wretch. Hind s Heart aked for the poor 

Man’s Condition, at the fame Time that lie could 
not help admiring his Simplicity ; but being in fa 
great a Strait as I have intimated, he thought of an 
Expedient, which would both ferve him, and the old 
Man too. Father, “ faid be, the Money you have 
“ got about you, I mull have at this Time ; but I 
“ will not wrong your Children of their Milk. My 
“ Name is Hind, and if you will give me your forty 
“ Shillings quietly, and meet me again this Day 
“ Se’enmglu at this Place, I promile to make the 
“ Sum double. Only be cautious that you never 
“ mention a Word of the Matter to any Body be- 
“ tween this and then.” At the Day appointed the 
old Man came, and Hind was as good as his Word, 
bidding him buy two Cows, inflead of one, and ad- 
ding twenty Shillings to the Sum promifed, that he 
might purenafe the bell in the Market. 

Never was Highwayman more careful than Hind 
to avoid Blood-fhed, yet we have one Inftance in his 
Life, that proves how hard it is for a Man to engage 
in fuch an Occupation, without being expofed to a 
Sort of wretched Neceflity fome Time or other, to 
take away the Life of another Man, in order to pre- 
ferve his own ; and in fuch a Cafe, the Argument oJ 
Self-Defence can be of no Service to extenuate the 
Crime, becaufe he is only purfued by Juftice ; fo that 
a Highwayman, who kills another Man, upon what- 
ever Pretence, is as aftually guilty of Murder, as a 
Man who deftroys another in cold Blood without be- 
ing able to give a Reafon for his fo doing. 

Hind had one Morning committed feveral Robbe- 
ries in and about Maidenhead-Thicket ; and, among 
others, had flopped Col. Harrifon , a celebrated Regi- 
cide, in his Coach and Six, and taken from him le- 
venty odd Pounds. The Colonel immediately procu- 
red a liue-and-Cry for taking him, which was come 
into that Country before the Captain was aware of it. 
However he heard at a Houfe of intelligence, which 
he always had upon every Road he tiled, of the Dan- 
ger he was in ; and thereupon, he inllantly thought 
of making his Efcape, by riding as fill as he could to 
had fome fafer Way of concealing himfelf. 

In this Condition, any one would imagine, the 
Captain was apprehenfive of every Man he faw. He 
had got no farther than a Place called Knozvl-Hitt ’ 
which is but a little Way of the Thicket, before he 
heard a Pvlan riding behind him full Speed. It was a 
Gentleman’s Servant, endeavouring to overtake his 
Mailer who wa;gone before, with fomething that he 
had forgot. Hi 'id, jull nOvV thought of nothing but 
his own Prefervation ; and therefore refolved either 
to ride off, or fire at the Man, who lie concluded was 
purfuing him. As the other Horfe was frefh, and 
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Jlr.d had pretty well tir'd his, he Toon perceived 
ue *Vl.in got vjjound of iiim ; upon which he pulls 
ojt .1 1*11101, and ju»k as tne unfortunate Countryman 
w.*b at .ns i 'one’s Heels, lie turns about and ihoots 
J 4 ;iu throng., cue Head, fo that he fell down dead 
on :ne Spot. 1 he Captain, after the Fad, got en- 
tireiv oft’ ; but it was for this that he was after- 
wards condemn’d at Reading. 

Tnere h.»ve been a great many more Stories re- 
lated of this celebrated Highwayman, which were 
e tner the Actions of other Men, or fo improbable in 
t emielves, that \\c did not think them worth re- 
he nliug. Any Man who has excelled in his Way 
\wli be always lo-.ded with fo much Praife as to make 
hio whole Hu lory ieem a Fable. Whether this be 

I occ.iliou’d by the Partiality of Writers, or by a Fate 
common to iuch Men, I lhall not determine. 1 he 
Hercules of Greece was the mo:t famous of all that 
bore tnat Name ; therefore the Action* of all the 
relt are attributed to him ; almoft the fame may be 
faid of Captain Hind. One Relation more, which is 
univerfally known to be authentick, and redounds 
to the Honour of our Hero, ihali clofe our Account 
of his Life. 

Alter King Charles I. was beheaded, the Scots re- 
ceived and acknowledged his Son King Charles II. 
and refohed to maintain his Right agamft the reign- 
ing Ufurpation. To this End they railed an Army, 
and marched towards England \ which they entered 
with great Precipitation. Abundance of Gentry, 
and others who were loyal to their Principles, flock- 
ed to the Standard of their Sovereign, and refolved 
to lofe their Lives in his Service, or reftore him to 
his Dignity. Among thefe Hind , who had as much 
natural Bravery as almoft any Man that ever lived, 
refolved to try his Fortune. Cromwell was fent by 
the Parliament into the North to intercept the Roy- 
al Army, but in fpite of that vigilent Traytor’s Ex- 
pedition the King advanced as far as IVorcefter, 
where he waited the Enemies Coming. 

Oliver came to INorcefer Ibon after, and the Con- 
fequence of the two Armies meeting was a very 
Fierce and bloody Blattle, in which the Royalilts 
were defeated. Hind had the Good-Fortune to ef- 
:ape at that Time, and came to London , where he 
odged with one Mr. Denzie , a Barber, over-againft 
St. Dun flan's Church in Fleet-fir eet , and went by 
the Name of Brown. But Providence had now 
jrdered, that he Ihould no longer purfue his Extra- 
vagancies ; for he was difeover'd by a very intimate 
Acquaintance. It mult be granted, that he had fuf- 
Eciently deferved the Stroke of Jultice ; but there 
/et appears fomething fo flocking in a Breach of 
Friendihip, that we cannot help wifhing fomebody 
dfe had been the Inftrument. 

As loon. as he wa^ apprehended, he was carried 
before the Speaker of the Houle of Commons, who 
hen lived in Chancery- Lane, and, after a long Exa- 
nination was committed to Newgate , and loaded 
vith Irons. He was convey'd to Pnfon by one Capt. 
lamp ton, under a llrong Guard ; and the Warrant 
or his Commitment commanded that he Ihould be 
ept in dole Confinement ; and that no Body Ihould 
•e admitted to fee him without Orders. 

On Friday the 1 2th of December, 165 1 . Captain 
Tames Hind was brougut to the Bar of the Seflions- 
iouie in the Old-Bailey , and indided for feveral 
’rimes ; but nothing being proved againft him that 
ould reach his Life, he was convey’d in a Coach 
om Newgate to Reading in Berkjhire , where on 
ic ill of March, 1651. he was arraigned before 
udge U arberton lor killing one George Symp/on at 
mole, a fmall Village in that County. The Evi- 
nce here was very plain againft him, and he wa» 
33 


found Guilty of THlful Murder ; but an Act of Ob- 
livion being Blued out the next Day, to forgive all 
former Offences but cliofe againft the State, he was 
in great Hopes of faving lus Life; ’till by an Or- 
der of Council he was removed by Habeas Corpus 
to iVorctfier Goal. 

At the beginning of September , 1652. he was con- 
demn’d for High-Treafon, and on the 24th of the 
fame Month, lie was drawn, hang’d and quartered, 
in Purfuance of the fame Sentence, being thirty-four 
Years of Age. At the Place of Execution, he de- 
clared thatmoft of the Robberies which he had ever 
committed, were upon the republican Party, of 
whofe Principles he profefled he always had an ut- 
ter Abhorrence. He added, That nothing troubled 
him fo much as to die before he faw his Royal 
Maftcr eftablifhed on his T hronc, from which he was 
molt urjuftly and illegally excluded by a rebellious 
and difioyal Crew, who deferVed Hanging more 
than niiTii 

Alter he was executed, his Head was fet upon the 
Bridge Gate, over the River Severn, from whence it 
was privately taken down, and buried within a Week 
afterwards. His Quarters were put upon the other 
Gates of the City, where they remained ’till they 
Were deftroyM by Wind and Weather. 

To the Memory of Captain HIND. 

By a Poet cf his own Time . 

W Henever Death attacks a Throne, 

Nature thro’ all her Parts muft groan. 

The mighty Monarch to bemoan. 

He muft be wife, and juft, and good ; 

Tho’ nor the State he underftood. 

Nor ever fpar’d a Subjett’s Blood. 

And fhall no friendly Poet find, 

A monumental Verfe for Hind? 

In Fortune lefs, as great in Mind. 

Hind made our Wealth one common Store ; 

He robb’d the Rich to feed the Poor: 

What did immortal Cafar more ? 

Nay, ’twere not difficult to prove. 

That meaner Views did Crefar move: 

His was Ambition, Hind's was Love. 

Our E?iglijh Hero fought no Crown, 

Nor that more plealing Bait, Renown ; 

But juft to keep off Fortune’s Frown. 

Yet when his Country’s Caufe invites. 

See him afTert a Nation’s Rights ! 

A Robber for a Monarch fights! 

If in due Light his Deeds we fcan. 

As Nature points us out the Plan, 

Hind was an honourable Man. 

Honour, the Virtue of the Brave, 

To Hind that Turn of Genius gave. 

Which made him fcom to be a Slave. 

This, had his Stars confpir’d to raife. 

His natal Hour, This Virtue’s Praife 
Had fhone with an uncommon Blaze. 

Some new Epocha had begun. 

From ev’ry Aftion lie had done ; 

A City built, a Battle won. 
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If one’3 a Subjeft, one at Helm, 
'Tis the lame Violence, fays Anfelm , 
To rob a Houfe, or wafte a Realm. 


Be henceforth then forever join'd. 
The Names of Cafar, and of Hind, 
In Fortune different, one in Mind; 


The LIFE o/CLAUDE DU VALL. 


S OME have affirmed that this very celebrated 
Highwayman was born in Smock- Alley , with- 
out Bifbopfgate ; but this is without Ground, 
for he really received his frit Breath at a Place 
called Damjort in Normandy . His Father was a 
Miller, and his Mother the Daughter of a Taylor : 
By thefe Parents he was brought up ftridly in the 
Roman Catbolick Religion, and his promifing Geni- 
us was cultivated with as much Learning as quali- 
fied him for a Footman. 

But though the Father was fo careful, as to fee 
that his Son had fome Religion, we have good Rea- 
fon to think, that he had none himfelf He ufed to 
talk much more of good Chear, than of the Church ; 
and of great Feafts, than great Faith ; good Wine 
was to him better than good Works ; and a found 
Courtezan was far more agreeable than a found 
Chriftian. Being once fo very fkk, there was great 
Hopes of his dying a natural Death, a ghoftly Fa- 
ther came to him with his Corpus Domini ; and 
told him, that hearing of the Extremity he was in, 
he had brought him his Saviour to comfort him 
before his Departure. Old Du Vail, upon this, 
drew afide the Curtain, and beheld a goodly fat 
Friar with the Hoft in his Hand. I know, faid he, 
that it is our Saviour , becaufe he came to me in 
the fame Manner as he went to Jerufalem, C'eft un 
Afne que le porte *. It is an Afs that carries him . 

Whether the old Man departed at this Time, or 
lived to dilhonour his Family by fome more igno- 
minious Death is Hill very uncertain, nor fhall we 
trouble ourfelves about it. This we are credibly in- 
formed, neither Father nor Mother took any Notice 
of young Claude, after he was about thirteen Years 
of Age. Perhaps their Circumftances might then 
oblige them to fend him abroad to feek his Fortune. 
His firft Stage was at Rouen, the Capital City of 
Normandy, where he fortunately met with Poft-Hor- 
fes to be returned to Paris ; upon one of which he 
got leave to ride, by promifing to help to drefs 
them at Night. At the fame Time falling in with 
fome Englijb Gentlemen, who were going to the 
fame Place, he got his Expences difeharged by thole 
generous Travellers. 

They arriv'd at Paris in the ufual Time, and the 
Gentlemen took Lodgings in the Faux-hour g St. Ger- 
main, where the Englijb generally quarter. Du Vail 
was willing to be as near as poffible to his Benefactors, 
and by their Interceffion he was admitted to run on 
Errands, and do the mcaneft Offices at the St. E - 
fprit in the Rue de Bourchiere \ a Houfe of general 
Entertainment, fomething between a Tavern and an 
Alehoufe, a Cook’9 Shop and a Bawdy-Houfe. In 
this Condition he continued till the Reftauration of 
King Charles II. in 1660. at which Time Multi- 
tudes of all Nations flocking into England, among 
them came Du Vail, in the Capacity of a Footman 
io a Perfou of Quality. 


The univerfal Joy upon the Return of the Royal 
Family, made the whole Nation almoft mad : E- 
very one ran into Extravagancies ; and Du Vail, 
whofe Inclinations were as vicious as any Man’s, 
foon became an extraordinary Proficient in Gaming, 
Whoring, Drunkennefs, and all Manner of De- 
bauchery. The natural EffeCl of thefe Courfes is 
the want of Money 5 this our Adventurer experienc- 
ed in a very little Time ; and as he could not think 
of labouring he took to the Highway to fupport his 
Irregularities. In this Profeflion he was within a 
little while fo famous, as to have the Honour of 
being named firft in the Proclamation for apprehend- 
ing feveral notorious Highwaymen. And here we 
have Reafon to complain that our Informations are 
too fhort for our Affiftance, in writing the Life of 
fuch a celebrated Offender. However, fuch Sto- 
ries as have been delivered down to us, vve fhall give 
our Readers faithfully, and in the bell Manner we 
are able. 

He had one Day received Intelligence of a Knt. 
and his Lady that were travelling with four hun- 
dred Pounds in their Coach. Upon this he takes 
four or five more along with him, and overtakes 
them on the Road. The Gentry foon perceived 
they were like to be befet, when they beheld feve- 
ral Horfemen riding backwards and forwards, and 
whifpering one to another ; whereupon the Lady, 
who was a young fprightly Creature, pulls out a 
Flagelet, and begins to play very brifkly. Du Vali 
takes the Hint, and plays excellently well upon a 
Flagelet of his own, in anfwer to the Lady, and 
in this Pofture rides up to the Coach Door. Sir, 
fays he to the Knight, your Lady plays excellently, 
and 1 make no doubt but Jbe dances well . Will you 
pleafe to fep out of the Coach, and let me have tht 
Honour to dance one Courant with her on the Heath / 
I dare not deny any Thing, Sir , the Knight readily 
replied, to a Gentleman of your Quality, and goot 
Behaviour : You feem a Man of Generofety , and you ; 
Bcqueft is perfectly reafonable. Immediately the Foot 
man opens the Door, and the Knight comes out 
Du Vail leaps lightly off his Horfc, and hands tht 
Lady down. It was furprizing to fee how gracefull} 
he moved upon the Grafs ; fcarce a dancing Mafte 
in 'London, but would have been proud to have fhewi 
fuch Agility in a Pair of Pumps, as Du Vail Ihew 
ed in a great Pair of French riding Boots. As foo 
as the Dance was over, he waits on the Lady back t 
the Coach, without offering her the lenft Affront 
but juft as the Knight was ilepping in, Sir, fays hi 
you have forgot to pay the Mufick. His Worfnip r< 
plied, that he never forgot fuch Things ; and ii 
llantly put his Hand under the Seat of the Coach, an' 
pulled out a hundred Pound in a Bag, whjch he d< 
livered to Du Vail , who received it with a vei 
good Grace, and courteoufly anfwered : Sir, you a\ 
liberal , and fhall have no Caufe to repent your ben 
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1 » This hundred Pound given fo gencroufiy, is bet - 
Times the Sum taken by Force . 2 

Behaviour has excufed you the other three hun- 
ed Pound , which you have in the Coach with you. 
iter this he gave him the Word that he might 
us undilturbed, if he met any more of their Crew, 
id then very civilly wiihed them a good Journey. 
Another Time, as Du Vail with fome of his Com- 
1 miens were patrolling upon Blackheath , they met 
ith a Coach full of Ladies. One of them had a 
jang Child in her Arms, with a Silver Sucking- 
pjttie. The Perfon appointed to aft in this Ad- 
nture, robbed them very rudely, taking away their 
Money, Watches, Kings, and even the poor Baby’s 
icaing-Bottle. The Infant cried, as was natural on 

I ch an Occalion ; and the Ladies intreated him only 
return the Bottle ; but the furly Thief refufed 
give any Ear to their Requelt, ’till Du Vail, ob- 
rving he ftaid longer than ordinary, rode up, and 
,:mandcd what was the Matter. The Ladies, here- 
ion, renewed their Petition in Behalf of the Child, 
d Du Vail threaten’d to fhoot his Companion, 
( ilefs he reftored what they required, adding thefe 
’ords : Sirrah , can t you behave like a Gentleman , 
\'d raife a Contrihution y without gripping People ; 
|| r, perhaps , you had fome Occafion for the Sucking* 
tattle y for by your Actions one would imagine , you 
if re hardly weaned ; This lharp reproof had the 
«fired Effeft ; and Du Vail took his Leave of the 
.idies in a courteous Manner. 

Capt. Smith has been guilty of an unpardonable 
*jnder in his Account of this Robbery; for he 
d Is us, that it was Du Vail himfelf, who behaved 
i this ruflick Manner, and who was compelled 
jf one of his Comrades to reftore the Sucking-Bct- 
| ; but the Reader need only reflect on Du Vail's 
jaeral Character, to convince him of the Captain’s 

I ror. 

One Time Du Vail met with Efqulre Roper , Maf- 
■ of the Buck-Hounds to King Charles II. as he 
is hunting in Windfor-Forefi . As their Recoun- 
I* happened in a Thicket, Du Vail took the Ad- 
ntage of the Place, and commanded him to ftand 
d deliver his Money, or elfe he would lhoot him. 
r. Roper, to fave his Life, gave our Adventurer a 
irfe full of Guineas, containing at lead fifty, and 
u Vail afterwards bound him Neck and Heels faf- 
ned his Horfe by him, and rode away a crofs the 
' bun try. 

The Hunting, to be fure, was over for that Time, 
it it was a pretty while before the Huntiman 
•uld find his Mailer. When the ’Squire was un- 
, |)und, he made all the Haile he could to Wind for, 
<td as he entered the Town, was met by Sir Stephen 
| l.v, who asking him whether or no he had had any 
sort, Mr. Roper replied in a great Paflion, Yes, Sir, 
have had Sport enough from a Son of a Whore, 

( ho made me pay damn'd dear for it. He bound 
e heck and Heels, contrary to my Defire , and then 
ok fifty Guineas from me, to pay him for his La - 
>ur, which 1 bad much rather he had omitted. 

But the Proclamation, which we lpoke of at the 
eginning of this Life, and the large Reward that 
as promifed for taking him, made Du Vail think 
unfafe to flay any longer in England ; whereupon 
2 retired into France . At Paris he lived very high- 
, boailing prodigiouily of the Succefs of his Arms 
id Amours, and affirming proudly, that he never 
icountered with any one Perfon of either Sex, whom 
- did not overcome. He had not been long here, 
Tore he relapfed into his old Difeafe, Want of 
loney, which obliged him to have Recourfe to his 
/its again. He had an uncommon Talent at Con- 
ivance, particularly at fairing his Stratagems to the 


Temper of the Perfon they were defigned to enfnare, 
as the following lnftance will prove. 

A learned Jefuit, w ho was ConfefTor to the French 
King, was as much noted for his Avarice, as he was 
for his Politicks ; by which latter he had rendered 
himfelf very eminent. His Thirfl of Money was in- 
fatiable; and though he was exceeding rich his Be- 
fires feemed to increafe with his Wealth, It came 
immediately into Du ValPs Head, that the only 
Way to fqueeze a little Money out of him, was to 
amufe him with Hopes of getting a great Beal, 
which he did in the following Manner. 

He put himfelf into a Scholar’s Garb, to faciliate 
his Admittance into the Mifer’s Company, and then 
w-aited very diligently for a proper r i ime to make 
his Addreis, which he met with in a few Days : See- 
ing him alone in the Piazza of the Fauxbourg , lie 
went up to him very confidently, and faid : May 
it pic afe your Reverence , I am a poor Scholar , who 
have been feveral 7 ears travelling over f range 
Countries, to learn Experience in the Sciences , purely 
to ferve my native Country , to whofe Advantage 1 
am determined to apply my Knowledge , if 1 may be fa - 
voured with the Patronage of a Man fo eminent as 
yourfclf. And what may this Knowledge of 

yours be ? replied the Father very much pleaied : 
If you will communicate any Thing to me that may 
he beneficial to France, 1 affure you no proper En- 
couragement jhall be wanting on my Side. 

Du Vail , upon this growing bolder, proceeded: 
Sir, I have /pent mofl of my Time in the Study of 
Alchimy , or the Tranfmutaticn of Metals , and have 
profited fo much at Rome and Venice, from great 
Men learned in that Science, that I can change fe - 
veral bafe Metals into Gold, by the Help of a Phi - 
lofophical Powder , which I can prepare very fpec~ 

dily . 

The Father ConfefTor appeared to be brightened 
with the Joy of this Relation : Friend, fays he, fuch 
a Thing as this will be fervic cable indeed to the 
whole State, and peculiarly grateful to the King, 
who, as his Affairs go at prefent, fiands in fame need 
of fuch a curious Invention. But you mu ft let me 
fee fome Experiment of ycur Skill, before 1 credit 
what you fay fo far as to communicate it to his Ala- 
Jtfiy, who will fujfici cntly reward you, if what you 
promije be demonjtrated. Upon this, he conducted 
Du Vail home to his Houle, and furnifhed him 
with Money to build a Laboratory, and purchafe 
fuch other Materials as he told him were requifite, 
in order to proceed in this invaluable Operation, 
charging him to keep the Secret from every living 
Soul, ’till he thought proper, when Du Vail pro- 
mifed to perform. 

The UJtenfils being fixed, and every Thing in a 
Readinefs, the Jefuit came to behold the wonderful 
Operation. Du Vail took feveral Metals and Mine- 
rals of the baleft Sort, and put them into a Cruci- 
ble, his Reverence viewing every one as he put 
them in. Our learned Alchymiif had prepared a 
hollow Stick, into which he had convey’d feveral 
Sprigs of pure Gold, as Black Lead is in a Pencil ; 
With this Stick he ftirred the Preparation as it melt- 
ed, which with its Heat melted the Gold in the Stick 
at the fame Time ; fo that it funk imperceptibly in- 
to the Vefiel. When the exccffive Fire had con- 
fumed in a great Meafure all the Lead, Tin, Brafs, 
and Powder, which he had put in for a Shew, the 
Gold remained pure to the Quantity of an Ounce and 
an Half. This the Jefuit caufed to be efiayed, and 
, finding it what it really was, all fine Gold, he was 
immediately devoted to Du Vail, and blinded with 
the ProTped of future Advantage, that he believed 
every Thing our Impoflor could fay, Hill furmfh- 
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ihg him with whatever he demanded in Hopes to 
be at lall made Mailer of this extraordinary Secret, 
the whole Fame, as well as Profit of which, he did 
not quellion would redound to him, as Da Vail 
Was but ari obfcurc Peffon. 

Thus were our Alchymill and Jefuit, according to 
the old Saying, as great as two Pickpockets ; which 
Proverbial Sentence, if we examine it a little clofely, 
hits both their Chara&ers. Du Vail was a profeff- 
ed Robber, and what is any Court-Favourite, but a 
Picker of the common People’s Pockets ? So that 
it was only two Sharpers endeavouring to out-fharp 
One another. The ConfeiTor was as open as Du Vail 
could wilh. He (hewed him all his Treafure, and 
among it, feveral rich Jewels, which he had receiv- 
ed as Prcfents from the King, hoping, by thefe 
Obligations to make him dilcover his Art the fdoner. 
In a Word, he grew by Degrees, fo Importunate 
and urgent, that Du Vail began to apprehend a 
too dole Ehquiry, if he denied the Requell any 
longer ; and therefore he appointed a Day when c- 
very Thing was to be communicated. In the mean 
Time he took an Opportunity to deal into the 
Chamber, where all the Riches were depofited, and 
where his Reverence generally flept after Dinner, 
and finding him at that Time very fall, with his 
Mouth wide open, he gagged and bound him, 
then took his Keys, and unhoarded as much of his 
Wealth, as he could conveniently carry out unluf- 
peftedj and fo bid Farewel to both him and France. 

Du Vallhzd feveral other Ways of getting Money, 
befides thefe which I have mentioned, particularly 
by Gaming, at which he was fo expert, that few 
Men in his Age were able to play with him ; No 
Man living could flip a Card more dexteroufly than 
he, nor better underftood all the Advantages that 
could be taken of an Adverfary, yet, to Appearance, 
no Man play’d fairer. He would frequently carry 
off ten, twenty, thirty, or fometimes an hundred 
Pounds at a fitting, and had the Pleafure commonly 
to hear it all attributed to his good Fortune ; fo that 
few were difcouragM by their Loffes with him from 
playing with him a fecoad, third, or fourth Time. 

He was moreover a mighty Man for laying Wa- 
gers, and no lefs fuccefsful in this Particular than any 
of the former. He made it a great Part of his Study 
to learn all the Intricate Quelhons, deceitful Propofi- 
tions, and paradoxical Afl’ertions, that are made ufe 
of in Converfation. Add to this, the fmattering he 
had attained in all the Sciences, particularly the Ma- 
thematicks, by means of which, he frequently won 
confiderable Sums on the Situation of a Place, the 
Length of a Stick, and a hundred fuch little Things, 
which a Man may Pra&ice without being liable to 
any Sufpicion, or calling any Blemilh upon his Cha- 
racter, as an honeil Man, or even a Gentleman, 
which Du Vail affeCted to appear. 

But what he was \m oil of all celebrated for, was 
his Conqueils among the Ladies, which were al- 
moil incredible to thofe who had not been acquaint- 
with Intriegue. He was a handfome Man, and 
had Abundance of that fort of Wit, which is moil 
apt to take with the Fair-Sex. Every agreeable Wo- 
man he faw, he certainly died for, fo that he was 
ten thoufand Times a Martyr to Love : Thofe Eyes 

cf yours. Madam, have undone me -/ am eapti - 

mated with that pretty good natur d Smile 

O that I could by any Means in the World recommend 

msfelf to your Ladyjbip' s Notice What a poor 

filly loving Fool am I ! 1 ■ Thefe, and a Million 

of fuch Kxpreflions, full of Flames, Darts, Racks, 
Tortures, Death, Eyes, Bubbies, Waite, Cheeks, 
Cf fc. were much more familiar to him than his 
Jrayers, and he had the fame Fortune in the Field 
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of Love, as Mai thorough had in that of War, 
Never to lay Siege , but he took the Place. 

Our Hero had once a Mind to try the utmollf 
his Influence over the Fair-Sex ; and to that Hi.' 
he bought a good finable Pocket-Book, and fet < • i 
upon a Progrefs. It were in vain to pretend ) 
give the Reader a Catalogue of thofe that fell \ . 
tims to his Addrefs. Maids, Widows, and Wiv j 
the Rich, the Poor, the Noble, t he Vulgar, all, \ 
fubmitted to the powerful Du Vail: In a Word \ 
Pocket-Book was filled, ar.d his Strength aln t 
fpent in lefs than fix Months. 

While he was on his Journey, lit* met wit 1 
young Gentleman of Wit and Humour, to wh jj| 
he communicated the Occafion of his travelli * 
The Gentleman being alfo a very agreeable Perf 
and having been lately croffed in Lose, he f< 1 1 
confented to try his Fortune with him. They c ; 
together to an Inn, where was a beautiful dem * 
Girl, an only Daughter, of about thirteen Y< p 
of Age. It was loon agreed to fee what t 
could do with the Dam lei, of whofe Virginity • 
had no Room to doubt. They loon found an 1 - 
portunity of fpeaking to her alone, when they 1 . 
rmled her a Ring which they then (hewed her f 
fhe would come and lie with them every Ni< 1 ' 
white they tarried at her Father’s Houfe. e 
Wench made no Scruple of the Mutter, afte at 
few Words cf Form. But now the great Point 1 e 
debated was who fhould have her Maidenhead. ' \ 
Gentleman claimed it as a Thing due to his Digi I 
and Du Vail as pofitively infilled upon it, iha a, 
fuch Cales there was no Refpett of Ferfons tc c 
obferved. At lall they both confented to diaw < s 
for the imrginary Treafure, and the longed S e 
fell to Du Vail. 

At Night our young Innocent ennie and fli 
in between them, when Du Vail, immediately ,$ 
he thought, took Pofieflion of what W'as his Ri i| 
and he was entirely fatisfied with what he difeovi t. . 
There is no Reafon to fay w hat further pafs’d t* 
Night ; it was fufficient that Du Vail was very fM 
ry with his Companion in the Morning, who 1 - I 
ned as much at his ill Fortune. 

There was a young Lad, Apprentice to her 
ther, who had fume Months before been bleflet n 
Reality (if there be any Reality in fuch Blefi ;)| 
with what Du Vail had now gotten in Imaginan||. 
and had every Night fince came Co the Gill's ji. I 
He was furpriz'd when he found his Mate had ft 
him, and as foon as he had Opportunity, he * 
manded the Reafon of her Slight. The poor W i) 
freely confefs’d the whole Affair, promifing, tl if 
he would ilay till the Gentlemen were gone e 
(hould have part of what they gave her, and ic 
entire Poffefiion of her Perfon lor the fftiire. I \> 
faid the young Man,, 77 / ajfurc you Madam ; * in- 
deed, 1 will have a merry Pouch this Nighty c? b) 
Heaven , l will never [peak to you again. Don' it 
Gentlemen Jleep found ? 7\s, when thej o.n f, 
laid fhe, but that is not often , for they teizc mi v* 
tween them almoft all the Night long . Howi r, 

1 will give a gentle Tap on tie Bed's Tefter <- n 
they are both faf, and then do you come , °mi ut 
faying a Word. At proper Time the Sign (a* 
given, the Boy enter'd, and crept up between ae 
two Gentlemen directly in the right Place. he 
Bed fhook, the Travellers wak’d, and each tho ht 
his Companion was in the Saddle, till they [A 
fell afleep again, being weary with waiting. 
the young Man went away without being dete I* 

In the Morning the Companions weie read to 
quarrel, each being angry at the other’s unrea )a- 
bl# Grcedinefs, Sure i fays the Gentleman, yos as 
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something more than ordinary yeftcrday. I 
qjuijh 9 quo ill Du Vail, no Oecafton of fome- 

t hi fig to jirengthen your Back to Day , for I am fure 
you laboured hard enough. At kill it was agreed that 
the Giii fnould decide between them, who confefs’d 
Jl. They laugh’d at one another, gave the Ring, 
and departed. Shortly afterwards, the young Virgin 

I was married, and loll her Maidenhead for good and 
all, with many an artful Struggle. 

At another Place on the Road our two Adventu- 
rers perform’d another Prank of almofl the fame Na- 
ture. They were benighted, and called at a Houfe 
•not an ufu.d Place of Entertainment. The good Man 
told t.iein he was willing to ferve them as much as he 
:ou!d, but he had no more than one Chamber, with 
':wo Lrge Bed*, and a Truckle-Bed, in it. If you 
\lcafe, lays he, to accept of one of the Beds, as you 
] 'ook like hoKffl Gentlemen y you Jkall be very welcome. I 
xnd my Wife will lay in the other , and my Daughter 
h the Truckle Bed. Any Propofal, at fuch a 1 ime, 
vithout Doubt, was acceptable. 

The Daughter was about hxteeen Years of Age, 
oung, plump, and handfome, enough to make any 
dan’s Mouth water. Du Fall took Care to ogle her 
•retty fufficiently in the Evening without the old 
People’s Notice, fo that fhe underilood his meaning, 
nd let um perceive as much. About eleven they 
rent to E<.J, and the good Landlord and Landlady 
s foon as our Affignators could wiih. When we 
eard them fnore, Du Fall flipp’d out of his own 
cd into the Wench’s, where we leave them for the 
refen t. 

There w'as an Infant in a Cradle by the good Teo- 
e’s Bcd-fide, and the young Gentleman who was 
| ft alone, having fome Occalion to go dow n, ran 

I giinll the wooden Machine. As he could not other- 
lie pafs, he took and lifted it into the Middle of 
le Room, did what he wanted, and went to Bed 
rain. It was not long afterwards before the Land- 
d\ had a Motion of the fame Nature, and it came 
ito her Head at the fame Time to feel for the Cra- 
cj le. She groped about fo long in the Dark, that fhe 
,ii ill the Bed -fide, and walked round about till fhehap- 
ened to fall on the other Bed, where the Gentle- 
h nn was alone. She felt of his head, and finding 
M here was but one Man, concluded it mull be her 
B< lufband, in which confidence lhe went to Bed. 

Our Gallant quickly difeovered her miitake, and, 
jfi | y his Vigour, fhe foon perceived the fame ; howe- 

I .er, fhe was not fo ilk Matur’d as to leave him im- 
mediately. We mult go no farther in our Relation, 
jfl'tcaufc we know not how many Ladies may read it. 
n a Word, the old Man being ftill fall afleep, every 
ne in the Room was entirely fatkfied, and, getting 
Q into their proper Places before Morning, their Sa- 
sfadion continued. 

Thefe two Stories may ferve for Specimens of our 
adventurer’s Gallantry ; all we fhall add on that 

I ^ad, is, that Du Fall has often proteited, that, af- 
• he was deceived by the Inn-keeper’s Daughter, 
could never fancy he met with a Maid above four- 

•n- 

There’s no certain Account how long Du Fall fol- 
ded his vicious Courfes in England before he was 
te&ed, after his coming from France , before he 
1 into the hand of Jullice. All we know, is, that 
was taken drunk at the Hole in the Wall in Chan - 
is Street , committed to Newgate, arraign’d, con- 
ned, condemn’d, and (on Friday the 2 ill Day of 
mu ary 1669-70) executed at Tyburn , in the 27 th 
*ar of his age. 

Abundance of Ladies, and thofe not of the meanefl 
“gree, vifited him in Prifon, and interceded for his 
rdon : Not a few accompanied him to the Gallows, 
ider their Vizards, with iwoln Eyes, and blubber’d 
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Cheeks. After he had hanged a convenient Tilne, 
he was cut down, and, by perfons well drefVd, con- 
vey’d into a Mourning Co.ch. In this he was carried 
to the Tangier Tavern 3t St. Giles's, where he lay 
in State all Night. The Room was hung with black 
Cloth, ^ the Hcrie cover’d with Scutcheons, eight 
Wax I apers were burning, and as many toll Gen- 
tlemen attended with long Cloaks. All was in 
profound Silence, and the Ceremony had Jailed much 
longer, had not one of the Judges lent to interrupt the 
Pegeantry, 

As they were undrefling him, in order to his lyino- 
in Scate, one of hk Friends put his Hand into hiV 
Pocket, and found therein the follow ing Paper, which 
as appears by the Contents, he intended as a 
Legacy to the Ladies. It was written in a very fair 
Hand. 1 

“ I Ihould be very ungrateful to you, fiir Eng! if 
u Ladies, fhould 1 not acknowledge the Obligations 
you havel.. id me under. I could not have hoped 
“ that a Perlon of my Birth, Nation, Education, 
C{ and Condition, could have had Charms enough to 
c ptivute you all ; though the contrary has appear- 
ed, by your firm Attachment to my’ Jntereil, which 
you have not abandoned even in my lalt Ddlrefs. 
“ You have vifited me in Prifon, and even accompa- 
nied me to an ignominious Death. 

“ From the Experience of your former Loves, I 
“ am confident that many among you would be 
gLd to receive me to your Arms, even from the 
“ Gallows. 

“ How mightily, and how generoufly have you 
rewarded my former Services ? Snail I ever forget 
“ the univerfal Coniiernation that appeared upon 
your Faces when 1 was taken ; ) our chargnble Vi- 
li;$ tome in Newgate; your Shrieks and Swoon - 
“ ings when I w f as condemned, and your zealous Jn- 
terceflion and Importunity for my Pardon ? You 
“ could not have ere&ed fairer Pillars of Honour and 
“ P.efpeft to me, had J been a Hercules, able to get 
** fifty of you with Child in one Night. 

“ Jt has been the Misfortune of feveral EngliJA 
“ Gentlemen to die at this Place, in the Time of the 
c< kite Ufurpation, upon the moll honourable Occa- 
“ lion that ever prefen ted Jtfelf,* yet none of thefe. 
“ as 1 could ever learn, received lo many Marks of 
** your Elleem as myfelf. How much the greater, 
therefore is my Obligation ? 

“ It does not, however, grieve me, that your In- 
" terceflion for me proved ineffectual ; for now I 
“ fh.ill die with a healthful Body, and, I hope, a 
“ prepared Mind ; my Confeffor has fhewn me the 
“ Evil of my Ways, and wrought in me a true Re- 
“ pentance : Whereas, had you prevailed for my 
<c Life, I mull in Gratitude have devoted it to your 
“ Service, which would certainly have made it Very 
“ (Fort ; for had you been found, I fhould have 
“died of a Cor.fumption ; if other wife, of a 
“ Pox.” 

He was buried with many Flambeaux^, amidfl a 
numerous Train of Mourners (moll of them Ladies) 
Cevent-Garden : A white M .rble Stone was laid over 
him with his Arms, and tne following Epitaph engra- 
ven on it. 

Here lies Du Vail, Reader , if Male thou art > 

Look to thy Purfe ; if Female , to thy Heart . 

Much Havoc k hath he 7nade of both ; for all 
Me ?i he made fand, and Women he made fall. 

The fecond Conqueror of the Norman Race , 

Knights to his Arms did yield, and Ladies to his Face. 
OA/ Tyburn’; Glory , England’; / aveft Thief, 

Du Vail the Ladies Joy f Du Vail the Ladies Grief 
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APINDARICKODE. 

To the Happy Memory of the mojl 


Renown d 

DU V ALL. 


1. 


* ^ p I S true, to complement the Dead, 

X Is: 


i as impertinent and vain, 

As ’twas of old to call ’em back again. 

Or, like the Tartars , give ’em Wives, 

With Settlements for After-Lives. 

For all that can be done or faid, 

Tho’ ne’er fo noble, great, and good, 

By them is neither heard nor underllood. 

All our fine Sights, and Tricks of Art, 

Firft to create, and then adore Defert ; 

And thofe Romances which we frame. 

To raife ourfelves not them a Name. 

In vain are ftuft with ranting Flatteries, 

And fuch as, if they knew, they would defpife : 

For as thofe Times, the golden Age they call, 

In which there was no Gold at all ; 

So we plant Glory and Renown, 

Where it was ne’er deferv’d, nor known. 

But to worfe Purpofe many Times, 

To varniih o’er nefarious Crimes, 

And cheat the World that never feems to mind. 

How good or bad Men dye, but what they leave be- 

fhind. 

I L 


And yet the brave Du Vail, whofe Name, 

Can never be worn out by Fame ; 

That liv’d and dy’d to leave behind 
A great Example to Mankind : 

That fell a publick Sacrifice, 

From Ruin to prevent thofe few 
Who, tho’ born falfe; may be made true ; 

And teach the World to be more juft and wife. 
Ought not, like vulgar Afhes, reft 
Unmention’d in the filent Chert, 

Not for hij own, but publick intereft. 

He, like a pious Man, fome Years before 
Th’ Arrival of this fatal Hour, 

Made ev’ry Day he had to live 
To his laft Minute a Preparative. 

Taught the wild Arabs on the Road 
To a& in a more genteel Mode, 

Take Prizes more obligingly than thofe 
Who never had been bred Filous, 

And how to hang in a more graceful Fafhion, 

Than e’er was known before to the dull Englijb Na* 

[tion. 

III. 


In France, the Staple of new Modes, 

Where Garbs and Courts are current Goods, 
That ferves the ruder Northern Nations 
With Methods of Addrefs and Treat, 
Prefcribes new Garniture* and Fafhions, 

And how to drink, and how to eat, 

No out-of-Falhion Wine or Meat. 


To underftand Cravats and Plumes, 

And the moil modifh from the old Perfumes. 

To know the Age and Pedigrees, 

Of Points of Flanders and Venice, 

Cart their Nativity, and to Day 
Foretell how long they'll hold, and when decay, 
T’affed thepuiert Negligence.', 

In Gellures, Gaits, and Miens, 

And fpeak by Repartee Routines , 

Out of the moil authentick of Romances : 

And to demonstrate with fubfiantial Reafon, 

What Ribbands all the Year are in or out of Seafon. 


By the Author of Hudibras. 


iv. 


To this great Academy of Mankind, 

He ow’d his Birth and Education, 

Where all are fo ingenioufly inclin’d. 

They underitand by Imitation ; 

Are taught, improve before they are aware, 

As if they fuck’d their Breeding from the Air, 
That naturally does difpenfe 
To all a deep and folid Confidence. 

A Virtue of that precious Ufe, 

That he whom bounteous Heav’n endaes, 

But with a mod’rate Shew of it. 

Can want no Worth, Abilities nor Wit. 

In all the deep Hermetic k Arts, 

(For fo of late the Learned call 
All Tricks, if rtrange and myllical) 

He had improv’d his nat’ral Parts, 

And with his magick Rod could found. 

Where hidden Treafure might be found, 
lie, like a Lordo’th’ Manor, feiz’d upon 
Whatever happen’d in his Way 
As lawful YVaif and Stray. 

And after, by the Cnrtom, kept it as his own. 


V. 


From thefe firft Rudiments he grew 
To nobler Feats, and try’d his Force 
Upon whole Troops of Foot and Horfe ; 
Whom he as bravely did fubdue : 

Declar’d all Caravans that go 
Upon the King’s High-Way, his Foe, 

Made many defperate Attacks, 

Upon itinerant Brigades 
Of all Profeflions, Ranks, and Trades; 

On Carriers Loads, and Pedlars Packs, 

Made them lay down their Arms and yield, 
And, to the fmallert Piece, reftore 
AU that by cheating they had got before. 

And after plunder’d all the Baggage of the Field j 
In ev’ry bold Affair of War 
He had the chief Command, and led them on : 

For no Man is judged fit to have the C ire 
Of other’s Lives, until he as made it known, 

How much he does defpife, ana icorn his own 


VI. 


Whole Provinces ’twixt Sun and Sun, 
Have by his conqu’ring Sword been won ; 
And mighty Sums of Money laid 
For Ranfom upon ev’ry Man, 

And Hortages deliver’d ’till ’twas paid. 

Th* Excife, and Chimny-Publican, 

The Jew-forertaller and Inhanfer, 

To him for their Crimes did anfwer. 

He vanquilh’d the n.oil Fierce, and Fell. 
Of all his Foes, the Conilable, 

That oft had beat his Quarters up, 

And routed him, and all his Troop. 
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lie took the dreadful Lawyers Fees, 

Th it in his own allow’d High-way, 

Does Feats of Arms as great as his. 

Ami when th’ encounter in it, wins the Day ; 

Safe in his Garrifon, the Court, 

Where meaner Criminals are fentenc’d for’t. 
To the llern Foe he oft gave Quarter, 

Eat as the Scotchman did to Tartar, 

That he in Time to come 
Might in Return from him receive his Doom. 

VII. 


He would have ftarv’d this mighty Town, 
And brought his haughty Spirit down ; 

H ive cut it ofF from all Relief, 

And, like a wife and valiant Chief, 

Made many a fierce AfiTault, 

Upon all Amunition-Carts, 

And thofe that bring up Cheefe and Malt, 

Oi Bacon from remoter Parts. 

No Convoy, e’er fo Urong, with Food 
Durft venture on the defp’rate Road ; 
e made th’ undaunted Waggoner obey, 
nd the fierce Higler Contribution pay ; 

The favage Butcher, and (tout Drover 
liirft not to him their feeble Troops difeover : 

| And if he had but kept the Field, 

In Time he’d made the City yield. 

1 >r great Towns, like the Crocodiles, are found 
. h’ Belly apteft to receive a mortal Wound. 


VIII. 


But when the fatal Hour arriv’d, 
i In winch his Stars began to frown, 

: And had in clofe Cabal contriv’d 
? pull him from his Height of Glory down, 

I When he by num’rous Foes opprefs’d. 

Was in th’ enchanted Dungeon call. 

Secur’d with mighty Guards, 

Left he by Force or Stratagem, 

Ight prove too cunning for their Chains and them, 
I d break thro’ all their Locks and Bolts, and Wards, 
I He'd both his Legs by Charms committed 
Fo one another’s Charge, 

That neither might be fet at large, 
all their Fury and Revenge out-witted. 

*\s Jewels of high Value are 

vept under Locks with greater Change 


Than thofe of meaner Rates ; 

So he was in Stone Walls, and pond’rous Chains, and 
Iron Grates. 


IX. 

Thither came Ladies from all Parts, 

To offer up clofe Pris’ners, Hearts, 

Which he receiv’d as Tribute due. 

And made ’em yield up Love and Honour too, 

But in more brave Heroicks, 

Than e'er were practis’d yet in Plays : 

For thofe two fpiteful Foes who never meet, 

But full of hot Conteft and Piques, 

About Punctilio's and meer Tricks, 

Did all their Quarrels to his Doom fubmit, 

And far more generous and free, 

With only looking on him did agree. 

Both fully fatisfy’d ; the one 
With the frelh Lawrels he had won, 

And all the brave renowned Feats 
He had perform’d in Arms ; 

The other with his Perfon and his Charms : 

For juft as Larks are catch’d in Nets, 

By gazing on a Piece of Glafs: 

So while the Ladies view his brighter Eyes, 

And fmoother polifh’d Face, 

Their gentle’tlearts, alas ! were taken by Surprize, 
** 

X 

Never did bold Knight to relieve 
Diftreffed Dames fuch dreadful Feats atchieve. 

As feeble Damfels for his Sake 
Would have been proud to undertake. 

And bravely ambitious to redeem 
The World’s Lofs and their own, 

Strove who fhould have the Honour to lay down 
And change a Life with him : 

But finding all their Hopes in vain. 

To move his fix’d determin’d Fate, 

They Life itfelf began to hate. 

And all the World befide difdain : 

Made loud Appeals and Moans 

To lefs hard-hearted Grates and Stones, 

Came fwell’d with Sighs, and drown’d in Tears, 
To yield themfelves his Fellow-Sufferers : 

And follow him like Prifoners of War, 

Chain’d to the lofty Wheels of his triumphant Car, 
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The LIFE of JAMES BATSON. 


T H E following is the Life and Adventures of 
an Arch Villain, born in the firA Year of the 
Reign of Xing James I. which we hope will 
prove diverting, and afford an agreeable Amufcment 
to our Readers. 

I fuppofe, according to Cnflom, the Reader will 
expeft fome Account of my Geneology, and as I was 
always a mighty Admirer of Falhions, I will follow 
the Mode, and give fome Account of my Parents 
and Relations ; beginning with my Grandfather, who 
had the great Fortune to marry a Woman excellently 
Skilled in Vaulting, and Rope- Dancing, and would 
play her Part with any Man. She, tho’ above fifty 
Years of Age, and troubled with the Phthifick, died 
in the Air. Her Hufband would not marry again, 
to avoid feeing other Women fly as fhe had done ; 
but kept a Puppet-Shew in Morefelds, and it was 
reckon'd the curioufeA that ever had been feen in the 
City. Befldes, my Grandfather was fo little, that 
the only Difference between him and his Puppets, was, 
thax they fpoke through a Trunk, and he without 
one. He made fuch Speeches before his Shews, that 
the Audience could wilh he had never done ; for he 
had a Tongue like a Parrot. All the Apple-Women, 
Hawkers, and Filh-Women were fo charmed with his 
Wit among his Puppets, that they would run to hear 
him without Leaving any Guard upon their Goods, 
but their Straw-Hats. Unfortunate Man ! being fo 
like a Cock-Sparrow, he took to fo many Hens, that 
when they had devoured his Money, Cloaths, and 
Puppets, they confumed his Health, and left him like 
a naked Baby in an Hofpital. 

When he thought to have died foberly, he fell 
into a Frenzy to fuch a Degree, that one Day he fan- 
cied he was a Bull in a Puppet-Shew, and was to en- 
counter a Stone-Crofs that flood near the Hofpital- 
Gate ; and, after feveral Eflays, he made at the fame 
Crofs, crying, AW? I have you. This faid, he run 
his Head fo furioufly again A the Crofs, that he dropt 
down, and faid no more. A good Hofpital-Nurfe, 
who was one of the Family of the Innocents, feeing 
him die in that Manner, cried, O the precious Soul, 
he died at the Foot of the Crofs, and dire fling his Dif- 
tourfe to it. 

My Father had two Trades, or two Strings to his 
Bow ; for he was a Painter, and a Gamefter, and a 
Mafler much alike at both ; for his Paintings would 
hardly rife fo high as a Sign-PoA, and his Slight of 
Hand at Play was of fuch an ancient Date, that it 
would hardly pafs upon the Mob. He had one Mif- 
fortune, which he mtail'd on all his Children, like 
Original Sin ; and that was, his being born a Gen- 
tleman, which is as bad as a Poet ; few of whom 
efcape Eternal Poverty, or are above Perpetual 
Want. 

My Mother died unluckily of a Longing for MuAi- 
rooms, when they were not to be had, being then 
with Child by my Father , as fhe faid, and departed 


as quiet as a Bird. She left two Daughters, grea 
Devotees of Fe?ius, tho' they were Chmuans, juAa 
the Age the Doctors prefcribe they are fit to e .t ; botl 
very handfome and very young ; and I was left ver 
little, but much better Skilled in Sharping than nr 
Age feemed to promife. When the Funeral Cere 
monies were over, and the Tears dried up, whic 
were not very many, my Father fell again to h 
Dauhiyig , my Sillers to Stitching, and I returned t 
my little-frequented School, where my PoAerior pa* 
for theSIownefs of my Feet, and the Lightnefs of m 
Hands. 

I had fuch an excellent Memory, that though m 
wicked idle Temper was the Lme it has ever lin< 
continued, yet 1 foon learned to re. d, v\ rite, and ca 
Accounts, well enough to have taken a better Cour 
than I have done. I put fo many unlucky Trie! 
upon my MaAer, and lo often fet the Bo\ s togeth. 
by the Ears, that every Body called me the little J 
das. It was hard for any Book to efcapc ine, ai 
if once I caA my Eyes on a Picture, it was furely n 
own, which coA me many a Boxing Bout every Da 
or elfe the Complaints were carried Home to my F 
ther and Siflcrs. The Eldell of them had it in Char 
to reprove and convert me ; Ihe would fometin: 
give me a foft Cufr with her delicate white Hand ; 
other Times (he would tell me I lhould be a Difgra 
to the Family. 

All this Nonfenfe, and her Reproof, fignified 1 
more to me than the Barking of a Dog, it went in 
one Ear, and out at the other ; fo chat, in fnort, 
play'd fo many unlucky Pranks, and was fo full 
Roguery, that 1 was expelled the School in as foler 
a Manner, as if it had been by Beat of Drum, h 
Father, after currying my Hide very well, carried r 
to a Friend of his, who was Barber to Count Corn 
mar, the Spanijh Ambaflador, then refiding hej 
with whom he left me on Trial, in order to be bou 
Apprentice. Having delivered his hopeful Son, a 
he returned Home, mv MaAer ordered me into t 
Kitchen to my MillreO, who prefently found 1 
Employment, giving me a Balket full of Childre 
Blankets, Clouts, Slabbering-Bibs, Barrows, ts 
and opening the Yard Door, turniflk\l me with abc 
an Ounce of Soap ; then lhewing me the Cillei 
with a great 'Fro ugh under it. Jemmy, fays Aie, vu 
your Hits , there' s a good Buy ; for this Work helot 
to the Apprentices. I luiug down my Head, a 
tumbled all the filthy Clouts from tke Bajhet into t 
Trough, and vvaAied them as well as 1 could, a 
hung the Linnen to dry: I managed it very well I 
myfelf, fince I was loon difeardea from my Offij 
which, kid it continued longer, there had been 
End 0 {Jemmy in lels than a Fortnight. 

The next Day I went over my Talk again, and \vl 
I wanted in Waking of Clouts, was made up in Ri 
ning on Errands. 

The third Day my Mafler having juA given m 
finall Note to receive, there came into tne Shof 

Bu 


If rates , Highwaymen) Murderers, &Cq. 
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Bullv Ruflvin with n Pair of Whilkers that covered 
his Face, and would have been worth Money to 
have made Bruihes on } lie told my Mailer he would 
have his Wbifurs turned up. It being then fo early 
that the journeyman ne kept was not come, he was 
going to turn them up himfelf, and bid me light a 
l ire, .aid ite it tne Jruns. 1 did as I was ordered, 
and juft a* my «Vl alter had turned up one Whifker, 

I there happened to be a Quarrel in the Street, and 
my Maher being always a bu Cy Man* mull needs 


Executor without Reftraint of Age : I fold the 
Goods, got in what Debts I could, and led a merry 
Life, whdft the Money lafied, keeping all the Rakes 
about the Town Company, who at Jail drain’d me 
of every Farthing. 

They obliged ine one Night to go Abroad with 
them, though much again It my Will, and one of 
them having the Iveys, like St. Peter, opened the 
Door of a Houfe, whence they took feveral Trunks 
to eafe the owner of Lumber. A Cur Dog, who 


ilep out to ice want wa» the Matter, leaving the Item was upon Guard, gave the Alarm, and the People 


Bravo, wita one Winfker hanging quite down, and 
the otner turned up. The Scuffle halting long, and 
n v Matter Paying to fee the End of it, the lurious 
vill-aow never ecafcd fwearing and curfing. Pie 
iked me in a liarlh Tone, U 'bet her 1 underjiood my 
r rade ,* and J thinking it an undervaluing to inyfeJf 
o lay J did not, boldly nnjwered, 1 did. H’hy 
hen you Son of a Whore , lays lie, turn up this 11 hi f 
er for me, or 1 Jhall go into the Street as 1 am, 

I nd kick your Majler . I was unwilling to be found 
i a Lye, and thinking it no hard Matter to turn up 
Whiter, ne’er Uiew’d the Iealt Concern, but toos: 
p one of the Irons that was at the Fire* and had 
een heating ever lince t„e hrft Alarm oi the Fray, 
id having notning to try it on, but defiring to be 
ought E\pcdinou.>, 1 took a Comb, iluck it into 
t brifly Balh, and clapped the Iron to it : Nofoon- 
uio they meet, but tuere arofe a Smoke, as if it 
.d been out of a Cnimuey, with a whizzing Noile, 
drill the Haii van ilhed. He cried out furioufly, 
■ou Son of a thou find Dogs, and ten thoutand 
bores , doji thou take me for Saint Laurence, that 
| >u bumf ft me alive? With that he let Jiy luch a 
fug at me, that the Comb di opping out of my 
f aid, I could not avoid in the bright laying the 
Jt Iron dofe along his Cheek, and cauterizing him 
• one Side of his Face: Tins made him give fuch 
i Shriek, as fliook the very Houle, and at the lame 
'me drew his Sword to fend me to the other World; 

{: 1 remembring the Proverb, That one Pair of 
lcls is worth t'ivo Pair of Hands , got fo nimbly 
i o the Street, and fo fwiftly fcoured out of that 
|*t of the Town, that though I was a good Run- 
n, I w.5 amazed when I found myfelf above a Mile 
fm Home, with the Iron in my Hand and the 
Sj-k’s Whifker kicking to it: As good Luck 
'juld have it, I was near the Perfon who was to 
Jr the Note my Mailer gave me to receive for him, 
Harried it, and received the Money; but thought 
fi:o apply it to my own Ufe, not daring to return 
Pme again. 

Vly Money lafted me for about a Month, when I 
pj m to think of returning to my Father, but I 
ikrllood lie was gone into the Country to receive 
ide Money owing to him. I rejoiced at the News, 
a) 1 went very boldly' into the Houfe as foie Lord 
at Mailer of it. My Silcers received me very 
oily giving me many a four Look, and upbraiding 
n ! vvitn the Money my Father was forced to pay 
fbmy Pranks. Wc had a thoutand Squabbles every 
particularly about their giving me fmall in- 
of lirong Leer. 

hefe Ajiimoiities ran fo high, that perceiving they 
not mend. 1 refolved to make them know me. 
)rdiug]y, uue Day they having brought me four 
and the Meat living on the Table, I threw the 
at my elder Shier, and the Pot with the Eeer 
he Younger, overthrew the Table, and marched 
of Doon> on a Ramble ; but accidentally met 
efTengei from the Country, who informed me 
ay Father’s Death by a Fever. At this News, 


pliable, find nip 
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of the Houfe came running into the Street, whicn 
compelled my Companions to lay down their Bur- 
dens, and adt upon the Defenfivc with their Swords ; 
for my P< k rt J llood quaking for fear before the Rob- 
bery* at the Time of the Robbery, and alter the 
Robbery ; and always kept, at a Diliance, repenting 
that I had not been acquainted with their Way of 
Living before I came out of my Lodging, that I 
might have avoided that Danger : So tiiat leeing my 
Companions fly, the wounded Men return to their 
Houles, I kept my PoR all in a cold Sweat, Ieall I 
fhould be taken up as a party concerned ; and when 
I ftiould have gone away, 1 had not the Power to Hit 
one Foot, At the hoife the Watch came in, who 
finding three Trunk, in the Street, befides two Men 
dangeromly wounded, and me not far off, they came 
up to Ice who J was. By the Difarder ti.ey found 
me in'* they concluded I was one of thofe who had 
done the Mi (chief. They took Care of me that 
Night, and the next Day I was Ordered to a Place 
where I had Occaiion to try all iny Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, who all proved as I deferved. In about 
ten Days, I was called to my Tryal, and my Ex- 
cuses being very frivilous, and my Anfwers contra- 
dictory, I was condemn’d to be hoiiled up by the 
Neck, and go to Heaven in a String l However, 
juil as I w'as finging the laft Stave, a Reprieve came’, 
and in about two Months after, I got a full Par- 
don. 

Frighten’d at this laft Difafter, I was refolved to 
aifociate myfelf no more with any one, but went a- 
bout the Streets, felling Wafti-Balls, Tooth-Pickers, 
and Tooth-Powder. I play’d the Merry-Andrew 
myfelf, cried up my Rubbifh, extolled the Virtues of 
it, and fold it very dear:. For whoever has a Mind 
to put off his Trumpery, and make a good Hand 
of it, mull pretend his Trafh comes from Japan, 
Peru , or Tartary , becaufe all Nations undervalue 
their own Produd and Workmanftiip, though never 
fo excellent, and fet a great Rate on foreign Tri- 
fles. 

All my Ware tending to make fine Teeth, and 
white Hands, the Ladies were my beft Cuftomers, 
but efpeciaJly the Actrefles. There was at that 
Time one of the beft Companies of Players that 
ever diverted England, and a Man at the Head of 
them famed for his Excellency that Way. By Vir- 
tue of my feurvy Ware, I became acquainted with 
his imaginary Queens, and pretended Princefles ; 
one of whom, about eighteen Years of Age, and 
married to one of the Aftors, told me one Day, 
That Jhe had taken a liking to me, becaufe I was 
a confident Jharp fonvard Youth ; and therefore , if 
I would fierce her , fee would entertain tne with all 
her Heart ; and that when the Company went ft rol- 
ling, I might beat the Drum, and /lick up the Bills , 

I fancied that was an eafier Sort of a Life, fo con- 
fen ted at firil Word, defiring only two Days to fell 
my Ware off, which (he courteoufly granted ; and 
to encourage me, gave me a Crown. 

Having fold off my Trumpery, I w aited on mv 
Miftreft. who appointed me four feveral Employ- 
ments ; the firft was tirefome, the fecond uncair, 

M m tin* 
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the third fluggifh, and the fourth dangerous. At 
Home I was her Valet de Chambre , folding and lay- 
ing up all her Cloaths ; Abroad I was her Porter, 
fetching and carrying her Cloaths to the Play-houfe : 
T was her Gendeman-Ufher in her Attiring Room, 
and her trufty Secretary and Ambaffador in all Places. 
My Mailer quarrelled with her every Night about 
me, becaufe he fuppofed I was no Eunuch , faw I 
had a tolerable good Face, and thought me not fo 
young, but that I knew What was What ; for which 
Rea ion he was looking out for another Servant, that 
he might turn me off. Such a Multitude of young 
Beauxs reforted daily to my Millrefs’s Houfe, that 
it looked like a Fair. They all told me their Se- 
crets, and acquainted me with their Sufferings. Some 
made me Prefents, others promis’d Mountains, and 
others delivered me Copies of Verfes, which being 
gather’d in cue Morning on Parnajfus, were buried 
at Night in the Neceffary Houle. I play’d the 
Part of a Prime Minilter, and Secretary of State 
and War, receiving thofe Memorials, and the Fees, 
promifing every one my Favour and Intereil : Some 
of them I difpatch’d with my Miilrefs, and many 
more confidering ihe was fo dilatory, I anfwered of 
my own Head, after this Manner: It the Petitioner 
was poor or niggardly, Rejected: If he was a 
young Spark near coming to his Eilate, He Jhall be 
heard another Time: If rich and generous, Granted, 
Thus I kept them all in Hand, abfolutely difmiffing 
none, but rather feeding them with Hopes. 

When I happen’d to lofe at Play, for ’tis impof- 
fible a Scoundrel Ihould ever be wife, as I took 
out or laid up her Cloath, I filled my Pocket with 
Ribbands and Garters, and giving them in her Name, 
as favours to the Gallants, they requited me fo 
plentifully, that I could make what I had filched, 
and enough left to game all the Week after. 

The Devil, who they fay never fleeps, fo ordered 
it, that my Mailer and Miilrefs being gone a vot- 
ing, and I left at Home, two of the Servants be- 
longing to the Play-houfe, and the Wardrobe-Keep- 
er came to call me out to take a Walk, it being a 
leifure Day. I went away with them : We drop- 
ped into a Tavern, drank fix Bottles of the bell ; 
play’d at Cards for the Reckoning, and that falling 
upon me, I was fo nettled, that I challenged the 
Wardrobe-Keeper, to play with me at Putt ; and 
he being no Fool at that Sport, foon dripped me 
of all I had. This provoked me fo highly, that I 
told him, if he would but Stay, I would go fetch 
more Money. He confented, I ran Home with all 
Speed, took out a rich laced Petticoat my Miilrefs 
had, and carried it ro a Pailry-Cook I was acquaint- 
ed with, defiriug to lend me three Jacobus' s upon 
it, pretending they were for my Miilrefs, who want- 
ed fo much to make up a Sum to pay for a Ring 
fhe had bought, alluring him *of his Money when my 
Mailer returned Home, with fomething for the Fa- 
vour. The Padry-Cook finding the Pawn fufficienr, 
delivered me the Money, with which I hurried back 
to play, and lod as I had done before. I got o^e 
Jacobus back again of the Winner, by way of 
Wrangling with him, as if he had not plaid fair, 
with which I turn’d out into the Street, full of Vex- 
ation, that I had loll fo beneficial a Place. I went 
to an Inn, where I dipped and lay that Night, but 
with little Red or Satisfa&ion. 

As foon as ever I difeovered the drd Dawn of 
Day, I got up full of Sorrow to think what a bafe 
Return I had made my Miilrefs for all her Kind- 
nefs ; and confidering the Danger I fhould be in, 
when fhe miffed her Petticoat, I left London , direct- 
ing my Courfe towards Colchefttr. 

"Travelling fomewhat Huffily for fear of being 


followed, I overtook two of thofe Sort of Soldiers, 
called Decoy Ducks , who ferve to draw in others, 
when they are Levies. After fome Difcourfe, they 
told me they were going my Way, being informed J 
that at Colcheller there was a Captain raijing Men 
and that none that lifted under him would ever want 
I travelled on with them very fairly, every on< 
paying his Club by the Way. The next Day \u 
got to that Town, and being ’kindly received by th 
Captain, and lilled, we lived in Clover for a Fort 
night, making our Landlords furnifh us with Dain 
ties, and demanding Impoffibilies. At lall, we re 
ceived Orders to march, and having left the 1 owr 
our Captain moved like a Snail, kill leaving tf 
Quarters appointed us on one Side, and taking tl 
contrary Way, becaufe the Towns paid him to l 
exempted. He continued this Cheat three Days I 
but on the fourth, as we were p.. fling by a Woot 
all his Men, about thirty in Number, left him wi 
only the Colours, Drum, Serjeant, and Enf.gn, ai j 
five Wenches, who went with the Baggage ; for he 
not likely to keep up a Company, who contrives on 
how to make his Advantage of them u ithout con 
dering, that it is very eafy to find a Captain, and i 
lefs difficult to get thirty Soldiers. 

However, I lik’d my Captain well enough ; for 
was civil to me, I duck by him, and came to Li 
don with him, where he was fo laugh'd at, that 
refolved to quit the Kingdom, and having a gc 
EUate, intended to go abroad a Voluntier, and < 
fired my Company : He embarked for Barcelo. 
and in a little Time got a Company, which was 
dered with feveral others, to fail for Jlicant : J 
ing a good Accomptant, and writing a fair I la 
duck clofe all the while we were at Sea, to 
Steward of the Ship to help him deliver out 
Allowances to the Sailors, and Landn an. He 
keep up a good old Cullom, and avoid being blan 
by others of his Trade, gave the Soldiers all thet 
ken Bifket, and kept that which was whole ; anc 
for the Filh, they had what was rotton. As for I 
Bacon, he duck a Knife into it, and if it dunk, I 
Soldiers had it ; if otherwife, he put it up careful | 
However he took Care to make much of the Offic 




which made them all keep Council, and leenothi I S 
and whild the poor Soldiers fared hard, we lived wl 


;i 


At length we arrived at Jlicant , where we v 
quartered, and had a Mixture of good and bad ; (J 
as foon as they had fhewn us any Favour, they v 
over us with a Cap de Deu , which is that Cour | 
Oath, and out came two or three Cafes of Pift 
My Captain and I were at Variance, becauie lie 
cheated me of my Pay, and I had made my Comp! £ 
to recover it. For this Pvcafon he bore me ill- V I 
there being nothing fo certain as that if a Soldier c $ 
not put up any Wrong in Point of Intereil, but ifl 
tends to complain, or to dand upon Terms with! 


Officers, all that he fays, though never fo true. 


pafs fora Lie: He will never be advanced, bur 
ther flighted and hated. My Qy. uteri s ucte in a 11 
vein, where I w'as or.e D. \ a drinking with a Soliffl 
and happened to lall out about a Lie given, d 1 
my Sword unluckily rum i g ; nto hh: Throstle 
kick’d up his Heels thro’ his own Fault; for he n 
upon my Point ; lo that he may thank his own IFF 1 
nefs. 

To prevent my Captain’s taking Revenge, or ! 
ing him an Opportunity of f.ti lying his Malice. W I 
taking upon himfelf to make an Ex\ mple of m l | 
went away to Barcelona , and took Re* ;g? in a 
nadery : My Captain, as if I had mnruUwd his a- 1 
ther, dolen his Goods, or taken away hisPviifs 
fent after me to have me fecmxf, and a little h /- 
per-Snapper of his, who was ti.e Tale-Carrier o he 

Comp)', 


Pjrdtes, Highwaymen, Murderers , SCc. 135 


Cor.ipr.ny, followed his Bafinefsfo Clofe, that in De- 
Ifnignt oV tiie Fathers, and in Contempt of the 
Cfn.rch, he h.dmc taken out of the Santtuary, and 
ciit into tr»e Pr.lo.i of the Arfenal. They put me into 
Irons, bo! red my Hands and Feet, and fo left me. I 
was protect: ted as a Murderer, Dcferter, and Raifer 
of Miuinie', a d without any Regard to the Pain 
iny Mother cndu.ed when ihe brought me into the 
World, they put me into a Fright with thefe terrible 
Words : You jhnll return to the Place from whence 
1 you care, and from thence to the Piece of Execu- 
f. on, CS7 c . 

In ihort, as if it had been a Tiling of nothing, or 
but a Mutter of Paitime, they gave Sentence, ‘That 
1 I/hould he hd in State along the Streets, then mount 
I upon a Ladder, ki.k up my Heels before all the People , 
laud take a Swi tg in the open Air, as if 1 had another 
I Life /v KV Snry-S:nk. 1 was made acquainted with 
lit, by a Public:. Notary, who was fo nice a Chriftian, 

■ tfi.ic ;.e never ailed me any Gratuity for the good 

■ News, nor any Fees for the Trial. It was impoiiible 
■to avoid making fo:ne wry Faces ; when I heard it, 
■fome Sighs broke loofc in Spite of my Manhood, and 

e fdt Fears trickled down my Cheeks. The Jay- 
, or bid me make Peace with God, without the leail 
■Supply from Bacchus to raife my Spirits ; and I con- 
sidering what I had to go through, gently fqueez’d 
ny Tnroat withmy Hand ; and tho’ it was done very 
l enderly, I did not like the Teft ; but laid to myfelf, 
\lf i'.e Hand, which is foft Fief, hurts fo much, what 
I: nil! it be when a hard hempen Rope is there. I 
[cm. ed down, and cried to Heaven for Mercy, fo- 
j emnly proteiting, if I regained my Liberty, that I 
voalJ do Pen nance for my Sins, and begin a new Life; 
'put tnele were like Vows made in Stoims. The 
News was quickly fpread, and leveral Friends came 
:o fee me, others to condemn me ; fome fa id it was 
pity I ihould Iofc my Life in the Prime of my Age, 
others that I looked like a rank Knave ; and fome, 
that I was not come to that for my Goodnefs. Ac 
laft, in came a Francifcan Friar , all in a Sweat, and 
full of Zeal, afking, Where is the condetnn d Perfon ? 
I aniwer’d, Father, 1 am the Man, though you don* t 
know me. He faid. Dear Child, it is now Time for 
you to think of another World, fence Sentence is pafe ; 
and therefore , you mufe itnploy this jhort Time allow'd 

I you, in conf effing your Sins, and ajktng Forgivenefs for 
your Offences. 1 anfwercd. Reverend Father, in Obe- 
dience to the Commands of the Church , 1 confefs but 

( once a Year, and that is in Lent : But if, according 
to human Laws, 1 mufe attone with my Life for the 
Crime Pve committed, your Reverence being fo learned, 
mufe be truly fcnftble, that there is no Divine Precept, 
which fays. Thou (halt not eat or drink ; and there- 
fore, fence it is not contrary to the Law of God, I de- 
fer e that you will give Order that 1 have Meat and 
Drink , and then we will difeourfe of what is befe for 

I ns both \ for } am in a Cbrifeian Country , and plead 
the Privi ledge $f Sanfluary . 

The good Father, much diilurbed to hear me talk 
. fo wildly at a Time when I ihould be ferious, took 
, a fmali Crucifix out of his Bofoin, and began to make 
; a Sermon to me on the Text of the loll Sheep, and 
the Repentance of the good Thief ; and this with fuch 
an audible Voice, that he might he heard all over 
the Arfenal. I turned pale, my Heart failed me, 
and my Tongue was numbed, when I heard the Cha- 
rity Bells, which ring when Criminals arc executed. 
1 cleared my Apartment, and kneeling down before 
my Ghofciy Father, diigorged a wonderful Budget 
ol Sins, and cleared my Score-houfe of Iniquity ; 
and having received his Bie fling and Abfolution, found 
my fell io changed, that it only troubled me to die, 
bccaufe I thought myfelf fo truly contrite, that all 


the Bells would ring out of themfelves, the whole 
City would be in an Uproar, and the poor Peo- 
ple would lofe their Day’s Work to come and fee 
me. 

In the Height of this Fright, which f would free- 
ly bellow on any one that could be fond of it, the 
Marquis D'Efte, then Commanding Officer, ordered 
me to be brought before him, I having got a Petition 
prefented to him. He like a merciful Man, being 
informed, that I pleaded the Priviledge of Sa&uarv, 
ordered the Execution to be refpited, the Sentence of 
Death reverfed, and me fent to the Galleys for ten 
Years. My Mailer was fo much my Friend, that he 
oppofed it, alledging my Confitution was too Dainty 
to make a lYater-Threjbcr ; and therefore it were bet- 
ter to fend tr.e out of this wicked World, that I mi fit 
ferve as an Example to all the Army ; and tha: it 
would have been never the worfe had it been done three 
or four Years fooner . Notvvithilanding all this, 1 
took a little Courage, fi nding myfelf backed by fome 
Friends, and told the Marquis, it was Malice, Spight, 
and Hatred, made my Mailer fo much my Enemy, 
that he had detain’d my Pay, upon which I threatened 
to complain, and he vow’d Revenge, and now would 
have it by my Death. The General faid, It was 
ftrange. That two Countrymen could not agree ; that 
he would not trouble himfelf with my Complaints, but 
ordered me to be immediatety dif charged without paying 
any Fees. . I threw myfelf at his Feet for the Kind- 
nefs he had done me, to the Difappointment of the 
Mob, and the Lofs of the Executioner. 1 prefen tly 
departed the Palace, and went to be blooded to 
prevent any ill Confequence of the Fright I had been 
in. 

When the Bodily Fear I had been put into, was 
over, the Danger I had efcaped forgotton, and the 
Blood I let out recruited in a Tavern, I went out 
one Day to take a Walk upon the Mole, and under- 
llanding there was a new Regiment to be raifed, I 
enquired after the Officers, and by. Accident met one 
of them, who aiked me to lift, 1 eafily confented for 
the fake of a little Ready-Money. My new Mafter 
feemed to take a Fancy to me, and ordered me to his 
own Quarters, where it was not long before I got a 
new Place ; for the Cook going away, I was aiked, 
if I underftood any Thing that Way, and I always 
refolved to anfwer in the Affirmative, declared I did 
underftand Cookery to the greateft Perfection ; fo 
that 1 was both Soldier and Cook. 

After feveral Voyages by Sea to Rofas, and other 
Places, we were ordered to fuccour Alface , and for 
our Winter Refidence had the Words of Bavaria. 
My Mafter took up his Refidence in the Houfe of one 
of the richeft Men in thofe Parts, though he pre- 
tended to be very poor, becaufe he had drove away 
all his Cattle, and removed the beft of his Goods. 
This Contrivance did not ferve his Turn, I got in- 
formation from the Servants. With this, in a very 
ftately Manner, I acquainted him. That 1 was my 
Mafter' s Steward, and Cook ; and as fuch mufe in- 
form him , that he had a Captain of Horfr in his 
Houfe, vjho was a Perfon of confederate Quality ; 
and therefore mufe take Care to make very ?nuch of him 
and his Servants, that my Mafter was very much fa- 
tigued, and it voas Dinner Time, and he mu ft order all 
Things that were tseceffary. He anfwered, I need 
only tell him what Provfion I wanted for the Kitchen , 
and he would order his Servants to fttekit immediately. 
1 told him We always kept three Tables, the hi ll 
for the Gentlemen and P..ge$, the fecond for the 
Butler and under Officers, and the third for the Foot- 
men, Grooms, and other Liveries ; fer all which 
Tables, he mull furnilh one Ox, two Calves, four 
Sheep, twelve Pullets, fix Capons, .two Dozen of 

Pidgeor.s, 
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Pidgeons, fix Pound of Bacon for Larding* four 
Pounds of Sugar, two of all Sorts of Spice, an hun- 
dred of Eggs, half a Dozen Dilhes of Fiih* a Pot of 
Wine to every Plate, and fix Hoglheads to Hand by. 
He bleffed himfelf, as if he had leen all the Devils in 
Hell, and anfwered. If all that your IVorJhip [peaks of 
be only J or the Servants Tables, the whole Village will 
not be able to furnijh the Wafers. I reply ’d, My 
M after is fuch a worthy Perfon , that he had rather 
fee the Servants made much of than pleafe himfelf ; 
and therefore he and his Friends never put their Land- 
lords to any more Charge, than a Dijh of imperial 
Huffed Meat, with an Egg in it. He afked me, 
what that puffed Meat was made of? And I bid 
him order me a new-laid Egg, a Squab Pidgeon, 
and two Loads of Coals, and to fend for a Cobler 
with his Nawl and Ends, and a Grave-Digger with 
his Spade, and then he Ihould know what elfe was 
wanting, that he might provide it whilit we were at 
Work, The Landlord went and fetched what I de- 
manded, except the two Loads of Coals. I took the 
Egg and the Pidgeon, which I gutted, and cutting 
it open enough with my Knife (for I had all my Tools 
about me) I clapped the Egg into the Belly of it ; 
then faid I to him, “ Sir, take Notice, this Egg is 
“ in the Pidgeon, the Pidgeon is to be put into a 
“ Partridge, the Partridge into a Pheafant, the 
iC Pheafant into a Pullet, the Pullet into a Turkey, 
“ the Turkey into a Kid, the Kid into a Sheep, the 
“ Sheep into a Calf, the Calf into a Cow ; all thefe 
“ Creatures are to be pulled, flead, and larded, ex- 
“ cept the Cow, which is to have her Hide on ; and 
“ as they are thruft one into another, like a Nell of 
** Boxes, the Cobler is to few every one of them 
i( with an End, that they may not flip out ; and 
*• when they are all fart fewed into the Cow’s Belly, 
“ the Grave-Digger is to throw up a deep Trench, 
“ into which one Load of Coals is to be call, and 
“ the Cow laid a Top of it ; the other Load upon 
“ her, the Fuel fet on Fire to burn about four 
“ Hours, more or lefs, when the Meat being ta- 
“ ken out, is incorporated, and becomes fuch a de- 
M licious Difh, that formerly the Emperors ufed to 
** dine upon it on their Coronation Day ; for which 
** Reafon, and becaufe an Egg is the Foundation of 
“ all that curious Mefs, it was called, the Imperial 
4t Egg Stuffed Meat." 

The Landlord, who flood liflening to me with 
his Mouth open, and no more Motion than a Statue, 
gave fuch intire Credit to all I faid, becaufe I fpoke 
fo ferioufly, and was very earnefl to have the Ingre- 
dients, that fqueezing me by the Hand, he faid. Sir, 
I am very poor 5 and I understanding what he 
w'ould be at, anfwer’d, fear nothing. Then leading 
him into the Kitchen, we agreed the Matter very 
well between us, and I told my Mailer he was very 
poor indeed, and ruined by our Troops, having had 
all his Cattle flolen : My Mailer ordered he Ihould 
not be opprefTcd, and left the Management of him to 
me. 

The other Servants obferving that I had plenty of 
Wine in the Kitchen, and was lupplied with choice 
Bits, fufpefted the Fraud, and informed my Mafler, 
who upon Enquiry found juft the contrary to what 
I had told him. Hefent for my Landlord, and dif- 
covered all my Roguery. My Mailer upon this paid 
me a Vifit in the Kitchen, and taking up one of the 
neatell Cudgels he found about it, dulled my Jacket 
fo curioufly, that he wanted a Cook for a Fort- 
night. 

During our Stay here we were attacked by a Par- 
cel of French Scoundrels ; my Mailer ordered me 
out with the rell ; but I kept back, fearing a chance 
Bullet might miftake me for fome Body elfe; but 


when I heard the French were beaten, I venturer 
into the Field with my drawn Sword, hacking am 
liewing the dead Carcal'es in a furious Manner. 1 
happen’d as a lpecial inllance of my Valour, that a’ 

I came up to one of the Enemies to give him half 
Dozen good Galbes, thinking he was as dead as th* 
reft, at the firft Stroke I let fill, he gave luch . 
dreadful Groan, that I w'as quite terrified, and think 
ing he made a Motion to get up to be revenged 01 
me, I had not the Courage to Hay fo long to dra\ 
my Sword out again ; but faced about, and run a 
fait as I could to the Place our Baggage was, look 
ing back a thouiand Times for fear he Ihould over 
take me. 1 bought a good Sword of one who h;u 
been in the Purfuit, and fome other Booty, boaltinj 
all about the Army, that I had gained it in rh 
Fight. I met my Mailer, who being brought a!on< 
deiperatcly wounded, and pa ft all Hopes faid to me 
You Scoundrel, why did you not do as 1 ordered you 
I anfwered, becaufe , Sir, l was afraid to be t 
your Condition. He was carried into the Town 
where he foon ended his Days for want of being i' 
difereet as L He left me rather out of his own in 
nate Goodnefs and Gcncrofity, than for any goo 
Service I had done him, a Horfe, and fifty Ducats 
God gran: him fifty thou find Ages of Blifs for lr 
Kindnefs, and double that Term to any one wh 
(hull hereafter fo far oblige me as to do the like. 

By this Time you may fuppofe i was pretty rt 
markable ; for I had got the Name of the ir.eir 
Engliftoman ; and being out of Place, fpent my Me 
ney like a Lord. My Purfe being exhauilcd, 
got into the Service of Count Picolomeni ; and .\ lit 
tie afterwards, wc w ere ordered to march tow art 
Hainault, and in a few Days encamped under th 
Walls of Mons . 

A comical Adventure befel me one Day in th 
Place: I happen’d to go abroad, after dining in th 
Town, with my Head fo full, that I took Childre 
for Men, and Blue for Black. Staggering along i 
this Condition, I came up to a Chandler’s Shoj 
which was all hung about with Rows of Tallow 
Candles, and I taking them for Bunches of Radiflies 
asked the Owner, why he pulled the Leaves off 
He not underilanding what I meant, and perceiv 
ing the Pickle I was in, made me no anlwer, bu 
fell a laughing very heartily ; but I who had doubt 
lefs a drunken Longing for Radifhes, put out m; 
Hand to one of the Rows that hung upon a ionj 
Stick, and laying hold of two Candles, pulled f< 
hard, that all the Range came down. The Shop 
keeper feeing his Goods broken, cook up a Cud 
gel, and exercifed it fo, you would have thought h 
had been beating of Stock-ftlh. Tho’ drunk, Iwa 
fo fenfible of the Pain, that drawing my Sword 
I charged him as my mortal Enemy. He feeim 
me void of Fear and Reafon, Hed into a Roan 
behind the Shop, and ihut the Door after him 
Finding that though I made a hundred Basics a 
the Door, the Smart of my Bone? did nothing abate 
I vented my Spleen againft the Candles, and la yi.oc 
about me, left the whole Shop ftreued with Greafe 

It happened a Gang of Soldiers were paling by. 
and they at the Requell of the Neighbours, carried 
me out into the Street by Force, I Hill crying, tVha* 
cudgel me for a Radifh or two v.'htcb are not veortl 
a Farthing. A Complaint was carried to my M af- 
ter, who ordered me to be fent to Goal, and the 
next Day, when I awaked, I found myfeff in Irons. 

There I fuffered for the Radilh-Fray, there 1 fail- 
ed though it was nor Lent, and there was I dieted 
without any Liberty of getting drunk. At; length 
my Miftrel's took Pity on me, and begged my Mat- 
ter to forgive me, who feeing me protected by fuch 
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an Angel* ordered me to be fet free, on my paying 
for iiie° D image done to the Candles. I left the 
Goal with :i rail Reiolution never more to difoblige 
my Mailer. 

I lived fo fedate and modefl for a little Time after 
this, that it l\n priz’d my Mafler, who continually 
helped new Favours upon me, and I leaving off 
Jrn iking for the prefent, grew amorous. To this 
Purpofe I made Choice of a Waiting-Maid, a Coun- 
•rv L fs in Drefs, but a Courtier in keeping her 
vC'ord : Sue was young in Years, but old in Cunning, 
tarried all her Fortune about her, and being Father- 
eh, lor the more Decency and Security of her Per- 
|»n, lerved arc Aunt of hers, who kept a Tavern, 

I* here 1 u.i jcou in ted. I fet my Heart on this 
irgm-Fullet, and one Day putting my Hand upon 
er 10 ft Bubbles fhe gave me fuch a Kick, that I de- 
1 / ne bell Slanders Mare to have out-done her. 
he withdrew into her Chamber, and from that 
'ime fled from me, as if I had been the Devil. 

I was up to the Ears in Love, and knew not what 
do : However, at lift, I wrote a Billet-Doux , 
d accompanied it with a Prefent. The poor hann- 
fs Creature, who had been fcveral Times upon 
rial before, and ft ill pleaded, Lord , 1 know not 
hat you mean, bit at the B.it, received the Pre- 
jt, heard the McfTuage, and g ive me Leave, under 
; Pretence of quenening my Thirfl, to pay her a 
i|fit, which I did, and from that Moment fhe be- 
to fleece me, and her Aunt to pluck my Fea- 
t r>. Our Love grew fo hot, that the Cultomers 
\o ufed the Tavern, took Notice of it; therefore, 
rfavcher Reputation, for Hie parted for a Maid, 

I :ook Lodgings for her, and by that Means got 
h from her Aunt. My Lady was fo nice, that 
jfl could no: cat Snails, becaufe they had Horns ; 
a Fifb, becaufe of the Bones ; nor Rabbits, be- 
cfe they had Tails : She fwooned away at the 
S' at of a Moufe ; but rejoiced to fee a Company of 
C’nadicrs: Before me (he fed by Ounces, and in 
Itf Abfcnce by Pounds. She hated to be confined, 
31 loved Liberty ; and, under Colour of Melancho- 
Ijwas nevei from the Window or Door. At firfl, 
0 ; ufed to receive Abundance of Vifitors, pretend- 
ir that all the Men were her Courtns ; but I be- 
in informed they were carnal Kindred, put her in- 
ti ?n Irclofuie, taking a Roem that had no Win- 
do to the Street, and when I went abroad, left 
- wy upon her Aftions. 

very now 2nd then (he would be loft, and rife 
Jgn the third Day, as drowned Bodies do ; though 
Ti fh«d Abundance of Tears, and fwore a thoufand 
Dhs to perfwade me, that my iil Nature made 
Je, withdraw herfelf to her- Aunt’s; and that fhe 
fa never been out of her Doors, nor feen by any 
yet I did hot forbear thrafhing of her fo fe- 
te !y, that fhe did not for a good while fhew any 
i?dtve nf her Tricks. 

was confoundedly' jealous of this Creature, and 
10 without a Reafon ; for I had her not in keep- 
nt above four Months, before fhe very civilly tip- 
* me a Diltemper very common in Naples . En- 
ti at this, I beat her unmercifully, took away 
rtijier Cloaths, but a few Rags, and kicked her 
of Doors. I advifed with a Surgeon and a 
ician about my Cafe, who both condemned me 
*';( 0 e anointed \i\ic a Hitch , and to flabber like a 
^ raj. But 1 hoping to find fome Way to avoid 
Kring the Pains of Hell in this World, went to 
\'*> r Do&or of Note : 1 told them my Diftemper, 
m- they all unanimotafly told me. That if 1 de- 
fy l to live, I mujl forbear Drinking (and they 
£r i,u s good have bid me cut my own Throat) and 
Vt ‘he Wine l had fa plentifully J wall owed, was 
0 : J filled out of my Body in Water , Perceiving 
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they all agreed in the fame Story', I refolved to 
get into the Hofpital, and take a gentle Salivation. 

I was kindly received, thofe good People being 
willing to entertain one Mad -man more in their god- 
ly Houfe, and treating me like a Soul in Purgatory, 
they fealded my Intrails, and flirted me for want "of 
Breath, keeping me always, like Dives, with my 
Tongue hanging out of my Mouth a Quarter of a 
Yard, flill begging a Drop of Wine of fome poor 
Lazarus, and preaching up the Works of Mercy ; but 
they told me, That Patience was a f irtue, and would 
carry me to Heaven ; and that I mujl fuff er for my 
former Excefjes . At the End of two Months, JT 
had been in the Hofpital, I was difmifTed periedly 
cured, but my Legs look’d like Trap- flicks, my Body 
like a Shotten-Herring, and my Voice like an Eu- 
nuch. 

The firfl Enquiry I made, was, for the next 
Tavern, and there 1 eat every' Thing I could come 
at, as if I had been a Man in perfect Health, ma- 
king a Jell of the Doctor, and laughing at the 
Surgeon, bellow ing a thoufand Bleflings on the good 
Man that firfl found out the Vine, and double the 
Number on thofe who plant and prune it. After I 
had got a good Refrefhment, I enquired after my 
kind Millrels and her Aunt, both of w r hom had 
left the Place juil after I had enter'd the Hofpital. I 
was not at all lorry for it ; but went to find out 
fome of my old Comrades, whom I found merrily 
caroufing. At lafl a Difpute arofe among them, 
and Swords were drawn: I was Fool enough to 
concern myfelf, and one of the Party againit me, 
gave me iuch a Blow with his Sword (but as it 
happen’d it was the flat Part) that he made me void 
a Flood of Claret at my Mouth. All the Skip- 
kennel Troop took to their Heels, thinking I was 
killed, and I believing myfelf not far from it, bawl- 
ed out for a Surgeon, who was called, and he feel- 
ing my Pulfe beat very unregular, and obferving 
how I reached and fweated, never enquired into 
the Caufe of my Diflemper, but bid the Landlord 
get a Priefl to prepare me for Death. The good 
Man being unwilling, I fhould die like a Heathen 
in a Chrijlian Country , run in all Hafle, and brought 
one, who being curious to' fee the Wound, took 
off my Hat, and found my Head clear from Blood, 
and without any other Hurt but a Bump raifed by r 
the Stroke I had received : He asked thofe who 
had feen the Fray, Whether I had any other Wounds 
befides that? And being informed I had not, fays 
to the Mailer of the Houfe, If this Man was to 
make his Confeffon every Time he is troubled with 
this Difiemper , he ought always to have a Chap- 
lain al$ng with him . Sleep is the only Thing will 
cure this Diforder ; therefore carry him to Bed and 
1 will anfwer for his Life . His Orders were obeyed, 
and the next Morning I found myfelf out of Dan- 
ger, and went to wait on my Mafler, who received 
me with a frowning Brow, and bid me begone about 
iny Bufinefs ; that he difearded me his Service, and 
left me at Liberty to go where I pleafed : This 
was a terrible Blow to me, but I was comforted 
the next Morning by my generous Mailer’s fending 
me a handlome Prelent in Gold, with a Command 
from him to leave the Place, which I did the next 
Morning, refolving to go to France, and from thence 
to my native Country. 

The Carrier with whom I .fet out, was a great 
Gamelier, and the fecond Night invited me to his 
Room, which was next the Stable, and there by the 
Light of a feurvy Lamp, I won all his Money, 
Enraged at his ill-fortune, he threw the Cards in 
my Face, and I in return, wiped him a-crofs the 
Face with my flat. He ran to a Corner to Liy 
hold of a rufty Sw ord, and I difeharged the Lamp 
N n at 
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at him fo furioufly, that he was all over Oil, and I 
half-dead with Fear, being in the dark, and the Door 
fhut. However, I was fo fortunate to find the Salley- 
Port, and fled to the Watch, whither my greafy Car. 
rifcr followed me with his rufty Tilter. A Corporal 
rtiet and di farmed him, after giving each of us* half a 
Dozen Bangs, Snd then inquired into the Affair, and 
endeavoured to reconcile us, but in vain, the Carrier 
refufing to confent, till I paid the Damage done to 
his Coat : I gave him Half his Money again, and the 
other Part I fpent bn the Corporal, Watchmen, my- 
felf, and the Carrier, drowning the Quarrel, and for- 
getting all Wrongs. 

After travelling many a tedious Mile, I at laft got 
to Calais , and from thence to London. Being come 
to the Metropolis, I went dire&ly to my Father’s 
Houfe, that had be*n, which upon Enquiry, I found 
in the Hands of a Stranger. I alked for my Sifters, 
and was told, they were remov’d into another World. 
I found they had both been married, and had left 
Children ; fo that my Hopes of getting any Thing 
by their Death’s proved Abortive. Deftitute of 
Friends, I knew hot what to do, efpecially finding 
the Gout come upon me. At laft, by the Advice 
of an Acquaintance, I took a Publick-Houfe, and un- 
demanding feveral Languages, have now very good 
Cuftom From Foreigners. I intend to leave oft' my 
foolifh Pranks, and as I have fpeht my juvenile Years, 
and Money in keeping 'Company, hope to find 
fome Fools, as bad as myfelf, who delight in 
throwing away their Eftates, and impairing their 
Healths. 

This is all the Account he gives of himielf, and 
All the information we can get further of him, is that 
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he kept an Inn in Smitbfield, and got a confideraLIc 
Fortune ; but being eager to be rich at once, he joint, 
ly with his Hoftler committed a molt barbarous anc 
cruel Murder 5 for a Gentleman who had purchaled 
an Eftate in the Country was obliged to pay the Mo 
ney in London , and accordingly came to Town fo 
that Purpofe, putting up at Bat fin s-hm. The H oft 
ler, in taking the Gentleman’s Baggs off, perceive< 
they were very heavy, and acquainted his Matte 
with it, and they two foon agreed to murder th 
Gentleman, and divide the Booty, the firlt of whic 
was barbaroufly executed by the Hoftler, who cti 
the Gueft’s Throat, and then they removed the Bod 
into a Clofet ; but a Difpute arofe in dividing tl. 
Money, which made the Hoftler leave his A'Iaft< 
with \vhnt he could get ; and he getting drunk ti I 
fame Night, difeovered the inhuman Deed, produce j 
feveral Piece:, of Gold as a Confirmation. Tl J 
Neighbours at firft thought it was all Pinion, ’t 
the Fellow often calling God to Witnef. of the i rut 
and vowing Revenge on his Mailer (thinking by J j 
Difcovery to fave himfelf) that a Star.dcr-by, mo 
penetrating than the reft, lent for a Conilable, a j 
got him lecured, who being carried before a JVJnj f 
itrate perfifted in it, and df fired the Houfe of his IV j 
iler might be fearched, which was accordingly dei | 
and the Body found. In a fmall Time after, tk j 
were both arraigned and convifted. The Hofi F 
died juft after ; but Bat fin was deferred ly exccut- I 
dying penitent, and in the Communion of the Chu: { 
of Rome , whofe Principles he had imbibed by go 
into foreign Parts, And thus ended the Life of t 
deteft ible Villain about a Year before the Reftac j 
tion of King Charles the Second. 
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A S Arts and Sciences of Ufe and Mbrality ad- 
mit of improvement, folikewife thofe oF Vil- 
lainy grow up with them, the Devil being as 
induftrious to improve his Followers in the Schools 
of Vice, as our belt Inftru&ors are in thofe df ViVtue, 
which will be illuftrated in the following Memoirs or 
the Life of William NtHAfin , who was born At Pom- 
fret in Yorkshire , about the Year 1639. of Well -re- 
puted, honeft, and reafonably-eftAted Parents, who 
bred him up At School, where he made foihe Progfefs 
as to his Learning, and in the Spring of his Youth 
promifed a better Harveft, UiAn the Summer of his 
Life produced ; for, to fay Truth, he Was Very for- 
ward and hopeful, ’till he arrived at thirteen or four- 
teen Years of Age, when he began to be the Ring- 
leader of All his young Companions', to Rudenefs and 
Debauchery. 

So early As this he alfo took to Thieving, and ftole 
a Silver Spoon from his Father, for which being fe- 
verely punifhed at School, the Punifhment was the 
Subjfeft of the next Night’s Meditation, which iflued 
into a Refolution of Revenge 6n his Mafter, whatever 
Fate he met with in the Execution thereof ; to Which 
End, having hit on a Project for his Purpofe, and 
lying in his Father’s Chamber, he gets foftly up be- 
fore fifch Time as ehe Day appeared, and hearing 


if 


that his Father was afleep, he puts his Hand intc % 
Pocket, where he found the Key of his Clofet, w h 
linperceived he drew thence, and down he creej 0 
the faid /Clofet, where he fupplies himfelf 1 h 
what Cafh he could readily find, which amou <1 
to about fteh Pounds, and with this, knowing it 
his faid Mafter had a Horfe he had particular be, it 
for, that then grazed behind his Houfe, he g< a 
Bridle and Saddle from his Father’s Stable, am in 
Hour before Morning, arrays and motmfs the id 
Horfe onward for London , where he arrived t h- 


in four Days ; when the Evening coming upon I i|L 
he cut the Throat of the Horfe, within a Mi 


two ot the i own, tor rear he mould prove a iv n§ 
of his Difcovery, if he fhould have carried it t u» 

. ' 

When he came to London , he changed his < rb 

and Name, and being a lufty well -looking Lad, ad 
put himfelf into the Sendee of a Brewer, when or 
two or three Years he lived, not at all chang in 
Mind, though Opportunity was not, during 
Time, ripe to put his ill intentions in Praftice, 
he watched all Seafons to advance himfelf, by h; ng 
feveral Times attempted to rob his Mafter, whi 
laft he thus effeftea. Taking the Advantage >nf 
Night of the Clerk’s Drunkcnnefs, who was his 
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Py rates, Highwaymen, Murderers, 5Cc. 


rer’s Cafhier, he got up by Stealth after him into the 
Lompting-Houfe, where thefaid Clerk falling afleep, 
rie rifled the fame of all fuch Cafh as he could con- 
■ eniently come at, which amounted to near two bun- 
ked Pounds, and fled to Holland, where runing away 
with a Burgher’s Daughter, that had robbed her Fa- 
her of a great Deal of Money and Jewels* he was 


*59 

one of them, what mads you engage with yon Fellow ? 
No Gentlemen , replies Ne-vifon, you are mifaken m 
your Man: Thomas, by the Token of your Horfe and 
A) ms, be hath fcnt tnc to you for the Ranforn of Iris 
Life, which comes to no left than the Prize of the 
Day, which , ij you prefently fur render, you may g* 
about your Bufncfs, if not, / mufi have a little Dif 


pprehended, had the Booty taken from him, and ptttt with yon at Sword and Rift ol. At which, one of 

them let fly it him* but miffing his Aim, received 
Nevifon's Bullet into his Right Shoulder; and being 
thereby dilabled., Nevifon* about to diicliarge at the 
other, he call’d for Quarter* and came to a Parley, 
which, in Ihort, Was made up-, with Ntvifin'. s Pro- 
mile to fend their Friend, and their delivering him all 
the ready Money they had, which amounted to 150 
Pounds. With this, Ncwfon ridc^ back to the two 
>iege of Dunkirk , which was befieged by the Enghjh Codhtrymeh, and relcafes (heir Prilbncr, giving them 
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lapt in Goal ; and, had he not broke out, he had 
pertainly made his Exit beyond Sea. Having thus 
nade his Efcape, he got, after divers Difficulties, into 
r landers , and lifted himfelf amongft the Englijb Vo- 
untiers, who were under the Command of the Duke 
)f York, who about the fame Time was made Lieu- 
enant-General of the Spanijb Forces, under Don 
John of Aufiria , that were then deflgned to raife the 


nd French Armies, and behaved himfelf very well, 
vhile he was in a Military Employment ; but not 
jreatly liking it, and having got fome Money whilft 
ie was in the Service, he came over to England, and 
>ought himfelf a Horfe and Arms, and reiolving for 
he Road, and perhaps a pleafant Life, at the Ha- 
ard of his Neck, rather than toil out A long Re- 
minder of unhappy Days in Want and Poverty, 
drich he was always averfe to : Being thus fupplied 
very Day, one Booty or other enriched his Stores, 
/hich he would never admit a Sharer in, chufing to 
tanage his Defigns alone, rather than trull his Life 
ito the Hand of others, who by Favour or Misfor- 
jne might be drawn in to accufe him. 

One Day Ncvifon, who went other wife by the 
' 'Tame of Johnfon , travelling on the Road, and fcour- 
f ig about in Search of a Prize, he met two Country- 
men, who, coming up towards him, informed him, 

■ fiat it was very dangerous travelling forward, for 
hat the Way was fet, and they had been robbed by 
hree Highwaymen, about half a Mile off ; and if he 
ad any Charge of Money about him, it were his fa- 
il! Courfe to turn back. Nevifon, afking them 
vhat they had loft, they told him 40 Pounds ; where - 
lpon he replied. Turn back with me, and ftiew me 
he Way they took, and my Life to a Farthing, I’ll 
nake them return you your Money again ; they rid 
* Jong with him till they had Sight of the HighWay- 
nen ; when Nevifon ordering the Countrymen to 
lay behind him at fome Diftance, he rid up and fpokfc 
-0 the Foremoft of them. Saying, Sir, by your Garb 


tneir wiiuie forty Pounds, with a Caucion, for the 
future 10 look better after it, and not like Cowards, 
ds they were, to furrender the fame on fuch eafy 
Terms again. 

in all his Pranks he was very favourable to thefe<- 
male Sex, who generally gave him the Characlef of 
a civil obliging Robber ; he was charitable alfo rb 
the Poor, as relieving them out of their Spoils; 
which he took from tnem that could better fpare 
it; and being a trufe Royalill, he h'ever attempted 
any tiling againft that Party. . One Time. Nevijbt 
meeting with an old Sequellrator on the Ror.d, he 
ftop’d the Coach, and demanded fome of that Monfcv 
which he had thievishly extorted from poor Widow* 
and Orphans dnd ought to be feturned : At Wliidi 
Words .xhe old Man in a Fit of Terror, dnd efpe- 
cially to, when a Piilol was clap’d to his Breaft, btf 
gun to expoftulate fot his Life ; offering whatfdev£d 
he had about him for his Ranfom, which he readier 
ly delivered to the Value of 60 Broad -pieces 6f Gold.’ 
But this- not ferving the Turn; Ntvifon. told Him 
that he muft come thence, and go with him about! 
fomfe other Affairs he had to concert with him* arid 
beg’d Leave of three young Gentlewbmen that wferb 
alio Paftengers in the CottCh with him, that the/ 
would fpare one of the Coach-Horfefe for one Hour 
or two, Which fhould certainly be returned that Ni^ht 
for the next Days journey. (So Nevifon t left therii; 
and took his Prize tvith him on the Poftilliori, Which 
he loos’d from his Coach, and., tarried him frbin 
them in a great Fright; thinking he was how. ne!ar; 


ind the Colour of your Horfe, you fhould b‘e one of bis Eml, the Gentlewomen purfued their journey * 


:hofe I looked after, and if fo, my Bufmefs is to tell 

I /ou, that you borrowed of two Priends of mine 40 
Pounds, which they defired me to demand of ybu, 
ind which before we part you muft reftore. How I 
quoth the Highwayman, 40 Pounds ! Damn you, Sir, 
what is the Fellow mad ? So mad, replied iNtvifon, 
is that your Life fhall anfwer me, if you do not 
give me better Satisfa&ion : With this he draws his 
Piftol, and fuddenly claps it to his Breaft, who find- 
ing then, that Nevifon had alfo his Reign, and that 


about two Hours after they were got to their Jim*? 
in comes thfe - old Sequellrator on . the Poftrlliori’fr 
Horfe before mentioned; and gave a lamentable .Re- 
lation how he had been ufed; arid forced to ifign a 
Bill under his Hand, of 500 Pounds for his Redemp- 
tion, payable by a Scrivener in London bn fight, which 
he doubted ndt but wou’d be . received before he 
could prevent the fairie; and indebd he did rior. doubt 
amifs, for Nevifon made the . bell o'f his Way all 
Night, and the next Day by Nbon received the JMb- 


he could not get his Sword or Piftols, he yielded, tell- ney, to th£ no fmall Vexation of him that owned it. 
him, his Life was at his Mercy: No, fays Nentsi fin, Having one Day met a confid£rable Prize, to the 

y tis not that I feek for , but the Money you robbed thefe Value 450 Pounds, from a .rich Country Grazitf; 
two Men of, who are riding up to me, which you with this he was refolved to fet down quietly; unfit 
muft refund ^ go back to Pomfret , where he Was mod joyfully re- 

The Thief was forced to confent, and readily to ceived by his Father, who never hearing, of him in 
'deliver fuch Part rh^nf as he had, faying his Coin- his Abfencie of fe'vfen or eight Years, thought he had 


deliver fuch Part thereof, ^ v o _ JB 

pan 10ns had the reft ; fo that Nevifon having made 
him difmount, and taking away his Piftols, which he 
gave to the Countrymen, ordered them tofccure him, 
ind hold his own, whilft he took the Thief s Horfe, 
and purfued the other two, who he foon overtook ; 
for they thinking, him their Companion, ftopt as 
foon as they faw him ; fo that he came up to them 
in the Midft of a Common, blow now, jack, fays 


been really dead. He lived vety honeftly With hm 
Father till he. died, arid then returned to his'old 
Courfes again, committing fuch Robberies, as fen^. 
dered his Name the Terror of the Road ; infomtrch, 
that ho Carrier or Drover that pafs.’d the iarae-, 
but was either forced to compound for their Safety 
by a conftant Rent, which he ufually received from . 
them at fuch and fuch Houfes, where he appointed; 

them 
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them to leave it, or they were fure to be rifled for 
the Failure thereof. 

Committing fome Robberies in Leicefterjhire, he 
was there taken; and committed to Leicefter Goal, 
where he was fo narrowly watch’d, and ilrongly iron- 
ed, that he could fcarce ftir ; yet, by a cunning 
Stratagem, he procured his Enlargement before the 
Affizes came. For one Day, feigning himfelf extreme- 
ly ill, he fent for two or three trufty Friends, one 
of which was a Phyfician, who gave out that he was 
fick of a peftilential Fever ; and that, unlefs he had 
the Benefit of fome open Air, in fome Chamber, he 
would certainly infeft the whole Goal, and die of 
the faid DiAemper, Hereupon, the Goaler takes off 
his Fetters, and removes him into another Room, 
to lie by himfelf; in the mean Time, a Nurfe was 
provided him, and his Phyfician came twice or tftrice 
a Day to vifit him, who gave out there was no 
Hopes of his Life, and that nis Diflemper was ex- 
tremely contagious : On which Report, the Coaler's 
Wife would not let her Husband, nor any of the Ser- 
vants, go nearer than the Door ; which gave hevt- 
fon's Confederates a full Liberty to pradife their 
Intent, which they did thus : A Painter was one 
Day brought in, who made all over his Bread blue 
Spots, refembling thofe that are the Forerunners of 
Death in the Difeafe commonly called the Plague ; 
as iikewife, feveral Marks on his Hands, Face, and 
Body, which are ufually on fuch that fo die : All 
which being done, the Phyfician prepared a Dofe 
whereby his Spirits were confined for the Space of 
an Hour dr two, and then immediately gave out that 
he was dead. Hereupon his Friends demanded his 
Body, bringing a Coffin to carry him away in. The 
Goaler, as Cultomary, orders a Jury ; the Nurfe ha- 
ving formerly laid him out to examine the Caufe 
of his- Death, who fearing the Contagion he was 
faid to die of, (laid not long to confider thereon ; 
but having view’d him, feeing the Spots and Marks 
of Death about him, his Eyes fet, and his Jaws 
dofe muffled, they brought in their Verdift that he 
died of the Plague ; and thereupon he was put in 
the Coffin, and carried off. 

Being thus difeharged, he falls to his Trade again, 
and meeting feveral of his old Tenants the Carriers, 
who had uied to pay him his Rents, as aforefaid, 
told them they muff advance tiie fame, for that his 
laft Imprifonment had coft him a great Sum of Mo- 
ney, which he expetted to be reimburs’d among 
them. They being ftrangely furprized at the Sight 
of Mr. Nevifon , after the Reports of his Death, 
brooked about that his Ghoft walked, and took 
upon him the Employment it was wont when liv- 
ing, which was the more confirmed by the Goaler 
at Leicefler , who had brought in his Verdict of the 
Jury on Oath, who had examined the Body, and had 
found it dead, as abovemention’d *, whereby he had 
been difeharged by the Court, as to the Warrant of 
his Commitment. But afterwards, when . the fame 
came to be known, and the Cheat dete&cd, the faid 
Goaler was ordered to fetch him in, at his Peril. 
Whereupon great Search was made for him in . all 
Places, and a Reward of twenty Pounds fet upon 
his Head for any Perfon that fhould apprehend him. 

Nevifon , after this, was determined to vifit Lon- 
don ; and the Company he happen’d to fall into up- 
on the Road, was a Crew of Canting. Beggars, Pil- 
grims of the Earth, the Offspring ot Cain , Vaga- 
bonds and Wanderers over the whole World, fit 
Companions for fuch who made a Trade of IdJenefs 
and Roguery, and thefe were at this Time fit Com-< 
panions for him, who, feeing the merry Life they 
led, refolved to make one of their Company ; where- 
upon, after he had a little more ingratiated himfelf 
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amongfl them, and taken two or three Cups rnor 
of Rum-booz, he imparted his Inventions to on 
of the chief of them, , telling him, he was an Ai 
prentice, who had a cur A ivlaftcr, whole Crucltu 
had caufed him to run away from him ; and th. 
whatever Fortune might betide him, >et Ihould m 
the moA needfitous Condition he could be pluniu 
into ever m ike him return to him again : A» 
therefore if he might be admitted into their Socn 
ty, he Ihould faithfully obferve and perform wJi. 
Rules and Orders were impofed upon him. r ] j 
chief Beggar very much applauded him for his Rt 
folution, telling him, that to be a Beggar was to h 
a brave Man, lince it was then in Path ion. Do n< 
we, faid he, come into the World like arrant 
gars, without a Rag upon us? And do not we a 
go out of the World like Beggars, without a Rag uj 
on ns? And do not we all go out of the World lit 
Beggars, without any Thing, f awing only an old Shr t 
over us? Shall we then he ajhamed to walk up rtf, 
down in the World like Beggars, with old Llankr, 
pinnd about us? No, no ; that would be a Shame i 
us, indeed : Have we not the whole Kingdom to wai 
in, at our Pleafure ? Are we afraid of the Approach t 
Quarter-day? Do we walk in Fear of' Bailiffs, Sn 
jeants , and Catch-poles ? Who ever knew an arrai 
Beggar arrtjled for Debt ? Is not our Meat drefs'd i 
every Mai? s Kitchen? Does not every Man's Celia 
afford us Beer? And the heft Mens Purfes keep i 
Penny for us to fpend. 

Having by thefe Words, as he thought, fully hxc 
him in Love with Begging, he then acquainted th 
Company with Nevif&n ’s Defires, who were all c 
them very joyful thereat, being as gh-.d to add one. t 
their Society, as a Turk is to gain a profclite to Ma 
hornet ; the firft Queition they afked him was. If h 
had any Loure in his Bung : He Aared on them, no 
knowing what they meant ; till, at LA, one told hii 
it was Money in his Purfe. He told them lie had bu 
eighteen Pence, which he freely gave them. 1 his 
by a general Vote, was condemned to be fpent i 
Booze for his Initiation. T lien they conimunCed hin 
to kneel down, which being done, one of the chie 
of them took a Gage of Booze, which is a Quart o 
Drink, and poured the fame on his Head, f ying, 
do by Virtue of this Sovereign Liquor , in flail thee h 
the Roage, and make thee a free Denizon of our Rag 
ged Regiment. So that henceforth it Jball be lawfu 
for thee to cant, and to carry a Doxy or Mort alon< 
with thee , only obferving thefe Rules : Firft, that thoi 
art not to wander up and down all Countries T but ti 
keep to that Quarter that is allotted to thee : And, Je- 
condly, thou art to give Way to any of us that have 
born all the Offices of the Wallet before ; and 
upon holding up a Finger , to avoid any Town or 
Country Village, where thou Jeeft we are foraging 
for V tduals for our Army that inarch along with us. 
Obferving thefe two Rules , we take thee into our Pro - 
tedton, and adopt thee a Brother of our numerous So- 
ciety. 

. Having ended his Oration, Nevifon rofe up, and 
was congratulated by all the Company’s hanging a- 
bout him like to many Dogs about a Bear, and leap- 
ing and fhouting like fo many Madmen, making iucti 
a confufed Noilc with their Gnbiing, that the Melody 
of a Dozen of OyAer- Wives, the Scolding at ten Con 
duits, and the Goffping of fifteen Bake-uoufic?, weie 
not comparable unto it. Ac length he that nittalled 
him, cried out for Silence, bidding the French and 
Englifh Pox to light on their 1 hroats for making 
1‘uch a Yelping. Then fixing their Eyes upon Ncvi- 
jon , he read a Lecture to him out of the Devil's 1 iorn- 
Book, as fblloweth : 

Now , faith he, thou art entered into our Fraternity, 

than 


Py rates, Highwaymen, Murderers , Sic. 


» fcruple to a St any Villainies , which thou 
f halt be able to perform , whether it be to nip a Bang, 
bite the Peter Cloy, the Lurries Crafh, either a Bleat- 
ing Che it, Cackling Cheat, Grunting Cheat, Quack- 
ing Cheat, Tib-oth-buttery, Margery Prater, or to 
cloy a Milh from the Crackman’s ; that is , to cut a 
Purfe , j leal a Cloak-Bag , or Portmanteau , convey all 
Manner oj Things , whether a Chicken , Sucking-Pig , 
Duck , Goof, Hen , or &&/r/ from the Hedge ; 

$/• he that will be a Quier Cove, a profeft Rogue , 
obfnve this Rule, fet down by an antient Patrico 
I n theft Words : 

Wilt thou a begging go. 

O per feo , O perfe-o. 

Then mu (l thou God J or fake, 

And to the Devil thee betake. 

O perfe-o , &c. 

I And becaufe thou art yet but a Novice in begghig , 

I nd underfandeft not the Myfteries of the Canting Lan - 
I atge , to principle thee the better ; thou Jhalt have a 
I 'ox y to be thy Companion, by whom thou may ft receive 
I InftruSlions for thy Purpofe. And thereupon he 
I igled him out a Girl of about fourteen Years of 
ge, which tickled his Fancy very much, that he had 
>tten a young Wanton to dally withal, but this was 
■t all, he mull prefently be married to her, after 
c Fafhion of their Patrico, who amongfl Beg- 
rs, is their PrieH ; which was done after this Man- 
r. 

They got a Hen, and having cut off the Head of 
laid the dead Body on the Ground, placing him on 
t : one Side, and his Doxy on the other ; this being 
ne, the Patrico Handing by, with a loud Voice, 

1 us live together till Death did us part ; then one 
the Company went into the Yard, and fetched a 
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dry Cow-Turd which was broken over his Doxy’s 
Head in Imitation of a Bride-Cake ; and fo flunking 
Hands and killing each other, the Ceremony cf the 
Wedding was over, and for Joy of the Marriage, 
they where all as drunk as Eeggars ; but then to hear 
the Gabling Noife they made would have made any 
one burit himfelf with laughing. Some were Jabber- 
ing in the Canting Language, others in their own ; 
fome did nothing but weep, and proteft Love to their 
Morts, others fwore Swords and Daggers to cut the 
Throats of their Doxies, if they found them tripping; 
one would drink a Health to the Bride till he haver’d 
again ; fome were for fmging Bawdy Songs, others 
were divifing Oaths for Juitice of Peace, Head- 
boroughs and ConHables. At lafr Night approaching, 
and all their Money being fpent, they betook to a 
Barn not far off, where they couched a Hogfhead in 
the Darkman' s, and went to Sleep. 

Nevifon having met with this odd Piece of Diver- 
fion in his Journey, dipt out of the Barn, when all 
were afleep, took Horfe and polled direftly away. 
But coming to London , and finding his Name too 
much noifed about to induce him to Hay there, he 
returned into the Country, and fell to his own Pranks 
again. Several who had been robbed by him, hap- 
pened to meet him, and could not help thinking but 
his GhoH walk’d, confidering the Report of his Pefli- 
lential Death in Lincoln Goal. In fhort, his Crimes 
became fo notorious, that a Reward was offered for 
any that would apprehend him. This made many 
way-lay him, efpecially two Brothers, named Flet- 
chers, one of whom Nevifon lhooting dead, he got 
off ; from whence going into a little Village about 
thirteen Miles from York, he was taken by Capt. 
Hardcafe , and fent to York Goal, where in a Week’s 
Time he was tried, condemned, and executed, aged 
Forty-Five. 
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H I S notorious Malefa&or was bom at Stain- 
• I ford in Lir.colnjkire , of very nonefl Parents, 
L by whom, after he had been at School to 
leu Reading, Writing, and Accounts, he was put 
Airentice to a Baker at Godmanchefter, near Hun - 
tifn. He had not ferved three Years before he 
Waway from his Mafler, came to London, and lilled 
wjie Foot-Guards. While he was in the Army, he 
*iat the Siege of Mae/lricht , under the Command 
^>f ae Duke of Monmouth , who was Genera] of the 
Yfijh Forces in the Low Countries . 

-re he was reduced to fucli Neceffities as are 
w n on to Men, who engage themfelves to kill one 
toper for a Groat or Five-Pence a- Day, This oc- 
-al fd him to run away from his Colours, and fly 
rj mflerdam, where he Hole a Piece of Silk off a 
^ . for which Fatt he was apprehended, and drag-- 
i e <a>efore aMigiflrate. The Effect of this was a 
- 0 nitment to the Rafp-Houfe , where he was put to 
At Labour, fuch as Rafping Log-wood and other 
Ur $eries, for a Twelve-Month. 
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JACK BIRD. 


As Jack had never been ufed to Work, he fainted 
under the Sentence, though to little Purpofe; for 
his Tafk-Maflers imputing it to a flubborn Lazinefs, 
infli&ed a feverer Punifhment upon him : The Man- 
ner of which was as follows : He was chained down 
to the Bottom of a dry Ciftern by one Foot ; imme- 
diately upon which, feveral Cocks were fet a running 
into it, and he was obliged to pump for his Life. The 
Ciflern was much deeper that he was high ; fo that 
if the Water had prevailed he, mufl inevitably have 
been drowned without Relief or Pity. Jack was ve- 
ry fenfible of his Danger, which occafioned him to la- 
bour with all his Might for an Hour, which was as 
long as the Sentence was to continue. 

- Having overcome this Difficulty, he ply’d his Bufi- 
nefs very well the remaining Part of the Year, when 
being releafed, he returned into England, with a Re- 
solution to try his Fortune on the Highway. Near 
St. Edmundjbury he Hole a Horfe, and he had before 
provided half a Dozen good Pifiols, and a Sword. 
Succefs attended him in his three or four firfl Robbe- 
O o ' ries 
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ries ; but an unluckly Adventure Toon brought about 
a Turn of his Affairs. 

In the Road between Gravefend and Chatham , he 
met with one Mr. Jofeph Pinnis , a Pilot of Dove?', 
who had Iolf both his Hands in an Engagement. 
He had been at London to receive ten or twelve 
Pounds for carrying a Dutch Ship up the River. 
When Bird accolled him with the Salutation com- 
mon to Gentlemen of his Profeflion j You fee , Sir, 
quoth Pinnis, that / have never a Ha?id ; fo that I 
a?/i not able to take my Money out of my Pocket my - 
felf. Be fo kind , therefore , as to take the Trouble 
of Searching tne. Jctck foon eonfented to this very 
reafonable Requel! ; but while he was very bufy in 
examining the Contents of the Pilot’s Purle, the 
boifterous old Tar fuddenly clapp’d his Arms about 
his Neck, and fpurring his own Horfe, pulled our Ad- 
venturer from his ; then falling diredlly upon him, 
and being a very ffrong Man, he kept him under, and 
maul’d him with his Stumps, which were plated. In 
the Midi! of the Scuffle fome PafTengers came by, and 
enquired the Occafion of it. Mr. Pinnis replied with 
telling them the Particulars, and defiring them to fup- 
ply his Place, and give the Villain a little more of 
the fame, adding, That be was almofi out of Breath 
with what he had done already . When the Com- 

E underflood what was the Reafon of the Pilot’s 
iring fo hard npon the Bones of our Ruffian, they 
apprehended him, and carried him before a Juflice, 
who committed him to Maidjlone Goal, where he 
continued till the Affizes, and then was condemned 
to be hang’d. 

This Time Jack had the good Fortune to receive 
Mercy, and afterwards to obtain his Liberty. The 
Remembrance of his being fo heartily thumped by 
a Man without Hands, ftuck fo much in his Stomach 
that he had almofi a Mind to grow honefl ; and in- 
deed he continued pretty orderly, till he was again 
reduced to neceffitous Circumltances, for Want of 
Employment. He had no Trade that he was Ma- 
iler of, nor Learning enough to fecure him a Main- 
tenance in a genteel Way ; fo that when he found 
himfelf in the utmofl Streights, he could fee no o- 
ther Method of fupporting himfelf, than what he had 
formerly followed. 

The firft that he met with, after he had refolved to 
fet out in Purfuit of new Enterprizes, was a Welch 
Drtver, about a Mile beyond Acton. The Fellow 
being almofi as flout as Mr. Pinnis, would not obey 
the ufual Precept, but was going to lay about him 
with a good Quarter-Staff, which he had in his Hands. 
Jack, when he faw Taffy* s Courage, leapt nimble out 
of the Way of his Staff, and told him, That he had 
been taken once by a Son of a Whore without Hands ; 
and for that Trick, fays he, I Jball not venture my 
Carcafs within Reach of one that has Hands , for fear 
of fomething worfe. While he was fpeaking, he pul- 
led out a Piflol, and inflantly fhot him through the 
Head. Rifling his Pockets, and finding but Eighteen- 
Pence, faid ironically. This is a Prize worth killing 
a Man for at any Time. He then rode away a- 
bout his Bufinefs as little concern’d as if he had 
done no Mifchief at all. 

Another Time Jack Bird met with Poor Robin the 
Almanack Writer, on the Road going to Waltham - 
Abbey . Poor and rich were all the fame to him, 
when they came in his Way ; fo the honefl A flrolo- 
ger was greeted with the Salutation of Stand and 
Deliver. It was the firfl Time that Robin had been 
attacked on the Highway ; and as he received no In- 
timation of this from the Stars, he flood and flar’d 
as if he had been Plane t-fl ruck. Bird told him he 
was in Earnefl, and Robin reply ’d with a Complaint 


of his Poverty. That, fays Jack, is a common Thread ■ 

bare Excufe, and will not fave your Bacon . But 

quoth the Star-Gazer, my Name is Poor Robin : j 
am the Author of thofe Almanacks that come out year- 
ly in my Name, and 1 have canoniz' d a great ma?tj 
Gentlemen of your Profefjion. Look in my Calendar 
for Guzman, Jonas Allen, Hind, Du Val, Dun, Cam 
bray-Bel's, Moll Cutpurfe, and others . Let this b 
my Protection. All was in vain ; our inexorable Free 
Looter ranfack’d his Pockets of fifteen Shillings, too, 
a new Hat from his Head, and then told him, Thu 
now he had given him Caufe to cannonize him tot 
Which Robin promifed to do the firll Year after 1 
had fuffeied Martyrdom at Tyburn, and fo the 
parted. 

Being again encouraged by a Series of fuccefsf 
Adventures, and having remounted himfelf ojiav 
ry good Horfe, he was refolved to venture on high 
Exploits. An Opportunity for putting this Relol 
tion into Praftice, foon fell in his Way, by meeti 

the mad Earl of P , and his Chaplain, w 

was little better than himfelf, in a Coach, with 
more Attendants than the Coachman, and one Fo 
man. Stand a?id deliver was the Word. His Lo 
fhip told him, that he did not trouble himfelf ab i 
lofing the fmall Matter he had about him : But d. ,1 
fays he, 1 hope you will fight for it. Jack , u] 1 
this, pulled out a Brace of Piilols, and let off a \ - 
ley of Imprecations. Don't put you? felf into a I - 
fion, Friend , fays his Honour, but lay down j f-l 
Pifiols, and 1 will box you fairly for all the M y 
1 have, againft nothing. That' s an honourable C 
lenge, my Lord, quoth Jack , provided ?/c?/e of f m 
Servants be near us. T he Earl immediate 1/ ord^ 
them to keep at a Dillance. 

The Chaplain, like Withrington in the old B: d 
of Chevy-Chace , could not bear to fee an Earl it 
on Foot, while lie flood looking on ; fo he de fd 
the Honour of efpoufing the Caufe of his Lordi If 
To which botli Parties readily agreeing, off wen ae 
Divinity in a Minute, and to Blows and Bio 
Nofes they came. 

Tho’ Jack had once the ill-Fortune to be flip- 
ed out of his Liberty by a flurdy old Sailor, hra$ 
neverthelefs too hard for his Reverence in lefs^n 
a Quarter of an Hour. He beat him in fuchal li- 
ner that he could not fee, and had but juft Bttb 
enough to cry, Pll fight no more . About twefa* 
nutes after this Viftory (which he took for a br th- 
ing Time) Jack told his Lord/hip, That now , he 

pleafed, he would take a Turn with him. r,o 

Means, quoth the Earl, for if you beat my ChafM, 
you will beat me ; he a?id 1 having tried our ( m * 
hood before . So giving our Hero twenty Gu 
his Honour rode off in a whole Skin. 

While Jack refided in Town, he married a y!»g 
Woman, who had been Servant to a Dyer nearer* 
ter Exchange in the Strand. This Girl, whi'fte 
was in Place, us’d to fet up a-Nights for her M er; 
and, in fhort, to ufe him lo very civily, that il^asl 
the Occafion of her Definition. A partieulaijAc- 
count of this Affair will not be difagreeable, n , en- 
tirely foreign to our Defign. 

The Dyer’s Wife, having entertain’d a Je>ufy 
from fome Obfervations fhe had made, as vJ * 
from her Husband’s Backwardnefs in the Pe nn 
ance of Family Duty, fhe was refolved to e;nine 
into the Bottom of the Affair. According && 
one Night commanded the Maid to go to Be zrdj 
undertook to fit up for her Husband herfelf 
twixt twelve and one he eame Home, and P 
open’d the Door in the Dark, without fpea.’ig '* 
Word. The good Man was fdent as his 
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Maid, and very orderly laid her on a Counter, ex- 
erted his Manhood, and gave her Half-a-Crown, ac- 
cording to Cuftom. Madam immediately flipp’d a- 
way to Bed, and her dear Spoufe follow’d her, as 
foon as he had fatten'd up the Street-Door, without 
the leaft Sufpicion of what had pafled. 

The next Morning Mr. was amaz’d to 

fee his Servant packing up her Cloaths, as foon as 
he was out of Bed. The Surprize encreafed when he 
obferved the furly Behaviour of his Wife, faw her 
pay the Girl her Wages, and bid her be gone forth- 
with. The young Woman without Doubt, was as 
much confufed as her Mafter, being altogether as 
ignorant of the Caule ; fhe durft not fpeak one Word 
for herfelf, iuch a Hurry was her Miftrefs in. At 

(ait Mr. took the Courage to fpeak. Pray , 

wy Dear , what's the Meaning of all this ? IThat 
has the poor l Tench done to he thus turn'd out of Doors 
at an Hour's Warning ? 1 never found her dijhonejl ; 
if you have, let her know what you accufe her with . 
Perhaps foe may do better another Time : Or, if 
you are bent upon difeharging her , don t give People 
Room to fay you have us'd her unhandfomely . The 
Devil a W ord could he get more than. She was a 
faucy Baggage, and go foe Jhould. Accordingly, 
when her Things were all ready, flie came into the 
Parlour to bid her Matter and Miftrefs Good-b’ye. 
Juft as fhe was going out of Doors, Hold / Hold l 
Betty fays the Miftrefs, here's Halfa-Crown that 
l earn'd for you l aft Night upon the Counter ; take 
that along with you. The Dyer, upon this, appre- 
hended how Matters went, and was willing after- 
wards to make his Submiflion, that he might come 
to Terms with his dear offended Wife, who conti- 
nually teiz’d him with the Half-Crown and the 
Counter, 
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The Athenian Society, who made themfelveS fuf- 
nciently famous about this Time by their Monthly 
Productions, took a great Deal of Pains in the Cafe 
above, before they could refolve whether or no the 
Dyer had committed Adultery with his own Wife. 
They concluded at laft, that tho’ the Ad of Copu- 
lation was with his own Spoufe, yet he was chaige- 
ble with the Crime of Adultery, as his Defign was 
on another Perfon, whom he could not lawfully 
touch. This Enquiry gave confiderable Diverflon to 
the Town, and made the poor Dyer a general Sub- 
jed of Ridicule. 

_ But though Bird was married, he did not confine 
himfelf to any one Woman ; for we are told that he 
was continually in Company with Whores and Bawds : 
One Night in Particular, having a Woman with him, 
he knock’d down a Man, between Dutchy-Lane, 
and the Great Savoy-Gate in the Strand, and ha- 
ving robb’d him, m .de off fafely ; but the Woman 
was apprehended, and tent to Newgate. Jack went 
to her, in Hopes to make up the Affair with the Pro- 
fecutor, and was thereupon taken, on Sufpicion, and 
confin’d with her. 

At his Trial he confeffed the Fad, and took it 
wholly upon himfelf ; fo that the Woman was ac- 
quitted, and he condemn’d to fuffer Death ; which 
Sentence was inflided on him at Tyburn , on Wednef- 
day the 12th of March, 1690. he being forty-two 
Years of Age. After Execution his Body was con- 
vey’d to Surgeons Hall, and there anatomiz’d. 

He fpoke hut very little at the Gallows; what he 
did fay conhtted chiefly of lnvedives againft lewd 
Women, and Advice to young Men not to be re- 
duc’d, by their Convention, from the Rules of Vir- 
tue and Morality. 


The LIFE of Captain AVERY. 


N O N E of the bold Adventurers on the Seas 
were ever fo much talk’d of, for a While, 
as Avery: He was reprefen ted in Europe 
as one that had rais’d himfelf to the Dignity of a 
King, and was likely to be the Founder of a new 
Monarchy ; having, as it was faid, taken immenfe 
Riches, and married the Great Moguls Daughter, 
who was taken in an Indian Ship which fell into his 
Hands ; by whom he had many Children, living in 
great Royalty and State : That he had built Forts, 
ere&ed Magazines, and was Mafter of a flout 
Squadron of Ships, mann’d with able and defpe- 
rate Fellows of all Nations. 

That he gave Commiflions out in his own Name to 
the Captains of his Ships, and to the Commanders of 
his Forts, and was acknowledg’d by them as their 
Prince. A Play was writ upon him, call’d. The Succefsful 
Pirate ; and thefe Accounts obtain’d fuch Belief, 
that feveral Schemes were offer’d to the Council, 
for fitting out a Squadron to take him ; while others 
were for offering him and his Companions an AS l 
of Grace, and inviting them to England, with all 
their Treafure, left his growing-Greatnefs might 
hinder the Trade of Europe to the Eaft-Indies, 


Yet all thefe were no more than falfe Rumours, 
Improv’d by the Credulity of fome, and the Humour 
of others who love to tell ftrange Thiirgs ; for, 
while it was faid he was afpiring at a Crown, he 
wanted a Shilling ; and, at the fame Time it was 
given out he was in Pofleflion of fuch prodigious 
Wealth in Madagafcdr, he was ftarving in England . 

No doubt but the Reader will have a Curiofity 
of knowing what became of this Man, and what 
were the true Grounds of fo many falfe Reports 
concerning him ; therefore I fhall, in as brief a Man- 
ner as I can, give his Hiftory. 

He was born in the Weft of England \ near Ply- 
mouth in Devonjblre, Being bred to the Sea, he 
ferved as a Mate of a Merchant-Man, in feveral tra- 
ding Voyages : It happen’d, before the Peace of Ryf- 
wick, when there was an Alliance betwixt Spain, Eng- 
land, Holland , &c. againft France, that the French in 
Martinico carried on a Smuggling Trade with the 
Spaniards on the Continent of Peru, which by the 
Laws of Spain is not allow’d to Friends in Time of 
Peace ; for none but native Spaniards are peimitted 
to traffick in thofe Parts, or fet their Feet on Shore, 
unlefs at any Time they are brought as Prifoners : 

Where- 
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Wherefore they conftantly keep certain Ships cruizing 
along the Coaft, whom they call Guar das del Cofia, 
w ho have Orders to make Prizes of all Ships they 
can li^ht of within five Leagues of Land. Now the 
French growing very bold in Trade, and the Spa- 
niards being poorly provided with Ships, and thofe 
they had being of no Force, it often fell out, that 
when they met the French Smugglers, they were not 
ilrong enough to attack them ; therefore it was refol- 
ved in Spain, to hire two or three llout foreign Ships 
for their Service. This being known at Brifiol , fome 
Merchants of that City fitted out two Ships of thirty 
odd Guns, and 120 Hands each, well furnifh’d with 
Provifion and Ammunition, and all other Stores ; 
and the Hire being agreed on, by lome Agents for 
Spain , they were commanded to fail for Corunna , or 
the Groine f there to receive their Orders, and to take 
on Board fome Spanijb Gentlemen, who were to go 
Paflengers. to Nenv-Spain. 

Of one of thefe Ships, which I take to be call’d 
the Duke, Captain Gihfen Commander, Avery was 
firit Mate ; and being a Fellow of more Cunning than 
Courage, he infinuated himfelf into the good Will 
of feveral of the boldeft Fellows on board the two 
Ships, having founded their Inclinations before he 
open’d himfelf. Finding them ripe for his Defign, 
he at length propos’d to them to run away with the 
Ship, telling them what great Wealth was to be had 
upon the Coafts of India. It was no fooner faid than 
agreed to, and they refolv’d to execute their Plot at 
Ten o’Clock the Night following. 

It mull be obferv’d, that the Captain was one of 
thofe who are mightily addifted to Punch, fo that he 
pafs’d moll of his Time on Shore in fome little drink- 
ing Ordinary ; but this Day he did not go on Shore 
as ufual : However, this did not fpoil the Defign, for 
he took his ufual Dofe on Board, and fo got to Bed 
before the Hour appointed for the Bufinefs : The Men, 
alfo who were not privy to the Defign, turn’d into 
their Hammocks, leaving none upon Deck but the 
Confpirators, who, indeed, were the greateft Part of 
the Ship’s Crew. At the Time agreed on, the Long- 
Boat of the other Ship, call’d the Dutchcfs , appear’d, 
which Avery hailing in the ufual Manner, he was an- 
fvver’d by the Men in her, with. Is your drunken 
• Boat fwain on Board? which was the Watch- Word 
agreed between them. Avery replying in the Affir- 
mative; the Boat came a-board with fixteen llout 
Fellows, and join’d the Company. 

When our Gentry faw that all was clear, they fe- 
cur’d the Hatches, and fo went to work : They did 
not flip the Anchor, but weigh’d it leifurely, and fo 
put to Sea without any Diforder or Confufion, though 
there were feveral Ships then lying in the Bay. A- 
mong thefe was a Dutch Frigate of forty Guns, the 
Captain of which was offer’d a great Reward to go 
out after her ; but Mynheer , who perhaps would not 
have been willing to have been ferv’d fo himfelf, could 
not be prevail’d upon to give fuch Ufage to another * 
and fo he let Mr. Avery purfue his Voyage without 
Molellation. 

The Captain, who by this Time was awak’d, ei- 
ther by the Motion of the Ship, or the Noife of 
working the Tackles, rung the Bell; whereupon A- 
very and two others went into the Cabbin : The 
Captain, half afleep, and in a kind of Fright, ask’d 
What w as the Matter? Avery anlwer’d coolly, No- 
thing. The Captain replied. Something s the Matter 
with the Ship ; Does fhe drive ? What Weather is it ? 
Thinking nothing lefs than tHat it had been a Storm, 
and that the Ship was driven from her Anchors. No , 
no y anfwer’d Avery , we're at Sea , with a fair Windy 
and good Weather . At Sea ! fiys the Captain, How 
can that be ? Come , fays Avery > don't be in a Fright , 


but put onysur Cloaths, and I'll let you into a Secret : 
Tou mu ft know, that I am Captain of this Ship now,< 
and this is ?ny Cabbin ; therefore you muft walk out 
I am bound to Madagafcar, with a Defign of ?naking 
my own Fortune , and that of all the brave Fellows 
join'd with me. 

The Captain, having a little recover’d his Senfes, 
began to apprehend the Meaning: However, his 
Fright was as great as before ; which Avery perceiv' 
ing, bad him fear nothing : For, fays he, if you have 
a Mind to make one of us, we will receive you ; and 
if you’ll turn fober, and mind your Bufinefs, perhaps 
in Time I may make you one of my Lieutenants ; if 
not, here’s a Boat a-long-fide, and )Ou Bull be fet 
affiore. 

The Captain was glad to hear this, and therefoie 
accepted of his Offer; and the whole Crew beinc 
call’d up, to know who was willing to go on Shore 
with the Captain, and who to feek treir Fortunes 
with the reli, there were not above five or fix whe 
were willing to quit this Enterprize ; wherefore they 
were put into the Boat with the Captain that Minute, 
and made their Way to the Shore as well as the\ 
could. 

They proceeded on their V oyage to Madagafcar . 
but I do not find they took any Ships in their Way 
When they arriv’d at the N. E. Part of that Ifland 
they found two Sloops at Anchor, who, upon feeing 
them, flipp’d their Cables, and run themfelves a 
fhore, the Men all landing, and running into th< 
Woods. Thefe were two Sloops which the Mer 
had run away with from the Weft -Indies ; and feeing 
Avery , they fuppos’d him to be fome Frigate fent tc 
take them : Wherefore, not being ofFoice to engagt 
him, they did what they could to lave themfelves 

He guefs’d what they were, and fent lome of hi, 
Men on Shore, to let them know they were Friends 
and to offer them a Union for their common Safety 
The Sloop’s Men were well arm’d, and had pollec 
themfelves in a Wood, with Centinels juft on the 
out-fide, to obferve whether the Ship landed her Mer 
to purfue them. Thefe Centinels, obferving 011I) 
two or three Men coming towards them without 
Arms, they did not oppole them ; but having chal- ' 
leng’d them, and been anfwer’d that they were 
Friends, they led them to their Body, where they 
deliver’d their Meflage. At firft, they apprehended 
it was a llratagem to decoy them on board ; but 
when the Ambaftadors told them that the Captain 
himfelf, and as many of the Crew as they fliould 
name, would meet them on Shore without Arms, 
they believ’d them to be in earned. Thus they foon 
enter’d into a Confidence with one another ; thofe 
on Board going on Shore, and lome of thofe on Shore 
going on Board. 

The Sloop’s Men were rejoic’d at the new Alley ; 
for their Velfels were fo finall that they could not at- 
tack a Ship of any Force, fo that hitherto they had 
not taken any confiderable Prize ; bat now they 
hop’d to fly at high Game. Avery was as well pleas’d 
at this Reinforcement, to ftrengthen them for r.r.y 
brave Enterprize ; and though the Booty inuft be 
lefien’d to each, by being divided into fo many 
Shares, yet he found out an Expedient not to fuffer 
by it himfelf, as fhall be lbewn[in its Place. 

Having confulted what was to be done, they re- 
folv’d to fail out together upon a Cruize, the Gal- 
ley and two Sloops ; they therefore fell to work to 
get the Sloops off, which they foon effected, and 
fteer’d towards the Arabian Coaft. Near the River 
Indus , the Man at the Maft-Head fpied a Sail, upon 
which they gave Chace : As they came nearer to her, 
they perceiv’d her to be a tall Ship, and fancied fhe 
might be a Dutch Baft- India Man homeward bound ; 

but 
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jut fhe prov’d a better Prize : For, when they fir’d 
it her to bring too, (he hoiited Mogul's Colours, and 
eem'd to Hand upon her Defence. Avery only can- 
lonaded at a Diibnce, and fome of his Men began 
0 fufpeft that he was not the Hero they took him 
or : However, the Sloops made ufe of their Time, 
ind coming one on the How, and the other on the 
Quarter of the Ship, they clapp’d her on Board, and 
.-nter’d her ; Upon which, fhe immediately ilruck 
ier Colours, and yielded. She was one of the Great 
Mogul's own Ships, and there were in her feveral of 
he greateft Perfons of his Court, among whom it 
vas laid was one of his Daughters, who were going 
jn a Pilgrimage to Mecca , (the Mahometans tnink- 
ng themielvo oblig’d once in t eir Lives to vifit 
I uat Place) and they were carrying with them rich 
Offerings to preknt at the Shrine of Mahomet . It 
$ known that the Ealtern People travel with the ut- 
noft M ignificence ; fo that they had with them all 
heir Slaves and attendants, their rich Habits and 
ewelh ; with Vcftels of Gold and and Silver, and 
rent Sums of Money to defray the Charges of their 
ourney by Land ; wherefore, the Plunder got by 
his Prize L not eafily computed. 

Having taken all the Treafure on board their own 
Jhips, and plundered their Prize of every Thing elfe 
hey either wanted or liked, they let her go ; and 
he, not being able to continue her Voyage, returned 
jack : As foon as the News came to the Mogul, and 
ie knew that they were Englijh who had robbed 
hem, he threatened loud, and talked of fending a 
nighty Army with Fire and Sword, to extirpate the 
Inglijh from all their Settlements on the Indian Coaft. 
[’he Eaft-lndia Company in England , were very 
nuch alarmed at it ; however, by Degrees, they 
ound Means to pacify him, by promifmg to do their 
endeavours to take the Robbers, and deliver them 
nto his Hands. The great Noife this Thing made 
n Europe , ai well as India, was the Occafion of all 
ihofe romantick Stories, which were formed of A - 
very's Greatnefs. 

In the mean Time, our fuccefsful Plunderers a- 
greed to make the befl of their Way back to Ma- 
lagafcar , intending to make that Place their Maga- 
zine, or Repofitory, for all their Treafure, to build 
a final! Fortification there, and leave a few Hands 
always afhore to look after it, and defend it from any 
Attempts of the Natives ; but Avery put an End to 
this Project, and made it altogether unneceffrry. 

As they were Steering their Courfe, he fends a 
Boat on Board of each of the Sloops, defiring the 
Chiefs of them to come on Board of him, in order 
to hold a Council ; they did fo, and he told them he 
had fomething to propofe to them for the common 
Good, which was to provide againft Accidents : He 
bid them confider, that the Treafure they were pof- 
fefs’d of, would be fufficient for them all, if they 
could fecure it in fome Place on Shore ; therefore 
all they had to fear, was fome Misfortune in the 
Voyage ; he told them the Confequence of being 
feparaced by bad Weather, in which Cafe the Sloops, 
if either of them fhould fall in with any Ships of 
Force, mull be either taken or funk, and the Trea- 
fure on Board her loll to the reft, befides the com- 
mon Accidents of the Sea : As for his Part, he was 
fo ftrong, that he was able to make hi 3 Party good 
with any Ship they were like to meet in thole Seas ; 
for if he met with any Ship of fuch Strength, that 
he could not take her, he was fife from being ta- 
ken, becaufe he was fo well mann’d ; befides, his 
Ship was a quick Sailer, and could carry Sail when 
the Sloops could not ; wherefore, he propofed to 
them, to put the Treafure on Board his Ship, to 
leal up each Cheil with three Seal-, whereof each was 
3 * 


to keep one, and to appoint a Rendezvous in Cafe 
of Separation. 

Upon confidering this Propofal, it appeared fo rea- 
sonable to them, that they readily came into it ; 
for they argued to themfelves, that an Accident might 
happen to one of the Sloops, and the other efcape, 
wherefore it was for the common Good. The Thing 
was done as agreed to, the Treafure put on Board (n 
Avery , and tne Chefts fealedj they kept Company 
that Day and the next, the Weather being fair ; in 
which Time Avery tampered with his Men, telling 
them they now had fufficient to make them all eafy ; 
And what, laid he, Jhould hinder us from going to 
fame Country , where we are not known , and living 
on Shore all the reft of our Days in Plenty Y They 
underftood what he meant, and, in fhort, they all a- 
greed to bilk their new Allies, the Sloop’s Men ; 
nor do I find, that any one of them felt any Qualms 
of Honour rifmg in his Stomach, to hinder him 
from confenting to this Piece of Treachery. In fine, 
they took Advantage of the Darknefs that Night) 
fleer’d another Courfe, and, by Moaning, loft Sight 
of them. 

I leave the Reader to judge, what Swearing and 
Confufion there was among the Sloop’s Men in the 
Morning, when they faw that Avery had given them 
the Slip ; for they knew, by the Fairneis of the 
Weather, and the Courfe they had agreed to lleer, 
that it muft have been doneon purpofe ; But we leave 
them at prefent to follow Mr. Avery. 

Avery , and his Men, having. conful ted what to do 
with themfelves, came to a Refolution, to make the 
belt of their Way towards America ; and, none of 
them being known in thofe Parts, they intended to 
divide the Treafure, change their Names, and go a- 
fhore, fome in one Place, fome in another, to pur- 
chafe Settlements, and live at Eafe. The firft Land 
they made, was the Wand of Providence , then newly 
fettled ; here they ftaid fome Time, and having con- 
fidered, that when they fhould go to New-England , 
the Greatnefs of their Ship would caufe muen En- 
quiry about them; and poffibly fome People from 
England , who had heard the Story of a Ship’s being 
run away with from the Groine , might fufped them 
to be the People ; they took a Refolution of dif- 
pofing of their Ship at Providence : Upon which, 
Avery pretending that the Ship being fitted out upon 
the privateering Account, and having had no Succefs, 
he had received Orders from the Owners, to difpofe 
of her to the belt Advantage, he foon met with a 
Purchafer, and immediately bought a Sloop. 

In this Sloop he and his Companions embarked ; 
they touch’d at feveral Parts of America , where no 
Perfon fufpeded them, and fome of them went on 
Shore, and difperfed themfelves about the Country, 
having received fuch Dividends as Avery would give 
them ; for he concealed the greateft Part of the Dia- 
monds from them, which, in the firlt Hurry of 
plundering the Ship, they did not much regard, as 
not knowing their Value. 

At length he came to Bofton in New-England , 
and feem’d to have a Defire of fettling in thofe 
Parts. Some of his Companions went on Shore here 
alfo, but he changed his Refolution, and propofed, 
to the few of his Companions who were left, to 
fail for Ireland ; which they confented to: He found 
that New-Eng/and was not a proper Place for him, 
becaufe a great deal of his Wealth lay in Diamonds ; 
and fhould he have produced them there, he would 
have certainly been feized on Sufpicion of Pyracy. 

In their Voyage to Ireland , they avoided St. 
George's, Channel, and, failing North about, they 
put into one of the Northern Ports of that King- 
dom : There they difpofed of their *SIoop, and com- 
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ing on Shore they feparated themfelves, fome going 
to Cork , and fome to Dublin . Some of them ob- 
t lined their Pardons afterwards of King JJ illiam. 
When Avery had remained fome Time in this King- 
dom, he was afraid to offer his Diamonds to Sale, 
left an Enquiry into his Manner of coming by them 
ihould occalion a Difcovery : Confidering there- 
fore with himfelf what was bell to be done, he 
fancied there were fome Perfons at Briftol , whom 
he might venture to truft. Upon this, he refnlved 
to pats over into England ; he did fo, and, going 
into Devon/hire, fent to one of thefe Friends to meet 
him, at a Town called Biddiford. When he had 
communicated himfelf to his Friend, and confulted 
with him about the Means of his Fftefls ; they a- 
greed, that the fofeil Method would be, to put them 
into the Hands of fome Merchants, who being Men 
of Wealth and Credit in the World, no Enquiry 
would be made how they came by them. One of 
thefe Friends told him he was very intimate with 
fome who were very fit for the Purpofc, and who, 
if he would but allow them a good CommiiTion, 
would do the Bufmefs very faithfully. Avery liked 
the Propofal ; for he found no other Way of manag- 
ing his Affairs, fmee he could not appear in them 
himfelf ; therefore his Friend going Back to Briftol , 
and opening the Matter to the Merchants, they made 
Avery a Vifit at Biddiford ; where, after feveral 
ftrong Protellations of Honour ar.d Integrity, lie de- 
livered them his Effe&s, confifling of Diamonds and 
Yome Veffels of Gold. They gave him a little Mo- 
ney for his prefent Subfilfance, and fo they parted. 

He changed his Name and lived at Biddiford , 
without making any Figure, and therefore there was 
no great Notice taken of him ; yet he let one or two 
of his Relations know where he was, and they came 
to fee him. In fome Time his little Money was 
fpent, yet he heard nothing from his Merchants ; he 
writ to . them often, and, after much Importunity, 
they fent him a fmall Supply, but fcarce fufficient to 
pay his Debts : In fine, the Supplies they fent him 
from Time to Time, were fo fmall, that they were 
not fufficient to give him Bread, nor could he get 
that little without a great deal of Trouble and Im- 
portunity. i This Ufage made him weary of his Life, 
and obliged him to go privately to Briftol , to fpeak 
to the Merchants himfelf, where, inllead of Money, 
he met a moft Blocking Repulfe : For, when he de- 
fired them to come to an Account with him, they 
filenced him by threatening to difeover him ; fo that 


We took Notice of the Rage and Confuficr.l 
which mull have feized them, upon their miffing c 
Avery ; however, they continued their Courle, lorn 1 
of them Hill flattering themfelves, that lie had onfl 
out-failed them in the Nfoht, and that they ffioul 


find him at the Place of Rendezvous : But wht 


they came there, and could hear no Tidings of hin 
there was an End of Hope. It was Time to cot 
iider what they Ihould do with themfelves ; the 
Stock of Sea Provifion was aim oil fpent, and the 
there was Rice, and Fifli, and Fowl to be had ; 
fliore, yet thefe would not keep for Sea, withot 
being pioperly cured with Salt ; which they had r 
Comenieney of Doing. This determined then® 
lince they could not go a Cruizing any more, V 
think ol ellablifhing tnemfelves at Land ; to w hi; I 
Purpole they took all Things out of the Sloop * 
made Tents of the Sails, and encamp’d themlelvt I 
having a large Quantity of Ammunition, and /ibu 
dance of fmall Arms. H. 

Here they met with feveral of their Ceuntryme I 
the Crew of a Privateer Sloop, which was coi * 
manded by Captain Thomas Tenv ; and, flnee * 
will be but a IToit Digreflion, we will give an . 
count how they came here. ■ ' 

Captain George De : iv and Captain Thomas Te r 
having received Commiffions from the then Govt 
nor oi Bermudas , to foil direftly for tiie Ri\I 
Gambia in Africa ; there, with the Advice and ,• ' 
fillance of the Agents of the Royal Afican Co 
pany, to attempt the taking the French Factory ! 
Goorie , lying upon that Coafl. In a few Days I 
ter they foiled out, Denv, in a violent Storm, i 


our Merchants were as good Pirates at Land as lie 




only fprung his Malt, but loll Sight of his C< ■ 


was at Sea. 

Whether he was frightened by thefe Menaces, oV 
had feen fome Body elfe he thought knew him, is 
not known ; but he went immediately over to Ire - 
land, and from thence follicited his Merchants very 
hard for a Supply, but all to no Purpofe, fo that 
he was even reduced to Beggary: In this Extremi- 
ty, he was refolved to return and call himfelf upon 
them, let the Confequenee be what it would. He 
put himfelf on board a trading Veffiel, and work’d 
his Pafiage over to< Plymouth, from whence he travel- 
led on Foot to Biddiford. Here he had been but a 
few - 'Days before he fell fick and died ; not being 
worth fo much as would buy him a Coffin. 

Thus have I given all that could be collected of 
any Certainty concerning this Man, rejecting the 
idle Stories which were made of his fantaflick 
Greatnefs ; by which it appears that his Attions 
were inconfidernble, in comparifon of thofe of other 
Pirates fince him, though he made more Noife in 
the World. 

Now we fhaJl turn back, and give our Readers 
fome Account of what, became of the two Sloops. 


fort. Upon this he returned back to refit, and 
inllead of proceeding on his Voyage, made lor I . 
Cape of Good Hope , doubled the fold Cape, and 'll®: 
ped his Courfe for the Straits of Babd-Mandcl ; " I®' 
ing the Entrance into the Red-Sea. Here he ca ■ 
up with a large Ship, richly laden, bound from 1 . 
Indies to Arabia , with three hundred Soldiers • r 
Board, befides Seamen ; Ten. v had neverthelefs B. 
Hardinefs to board her, and he loon carried her. ,r B 
foid, that, by this Prize, his Men ffiared near th || : 
thoufand Pounds a Piece: They had Intelligei 
from the Prifoners, of five other rich Ships to j f 
that Way, which Tenv would have attacked, tl 
they were very ftrong, if he had not been over-r 

ed by the Quarter-Mailer and others. This d 1 

fering in Opinion created fome ill Blood amon ♦ 
them, fo that they refolved to leave off Piratii 
and no Place they thought was fo fit to recei w 
them as Madagascar : Hither therefore they lie 1 
ed, refolving to live on Shore and enjoy what tl 
had got. 

As for Tenv himfelf, he, with a few others, ii 
fhoit Time went oft to Rhode- If and, from whe^B 
he made h is Peace. E. 


Thus have we accounted for the Company c 
Pirates met with here. 


It mull be obferved, that the Natives of Mac. 
gafear aie a kind of Negroes ; they differ from th< 
of Guiney in the length of their Hair, and th 
Complexion is not fo good a Jet ; they have ini 
merable little Princes among them, who are cc 
tinually making War upon one another ; their F 
loners are their Slaves, and they cither fell them, 
put them to death, as they pleafe : When our . 
rates firft: fettled amongft them, their Alliance v 
much courted by thefe Princes ; lb they fometin 
joyned one, fometimes another ; but wherefoe\ 
they fided, they were fure to be victorious ; for t 
Negroes here had no Fire-Arms, nor did they und' 
Hand their Ufe; fo that at length thefe Pirates 1 
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cn me To terrible to the Negroes, that if two or three 
of them were only feen on one Side, when they 
were going- to engage, the oppofite Side would fly 
witliOdt linking :i E;ow. 

By tljcie Menus' t.iey not only became feared, but 
powerful ; all t;:e Pri loners of .War they took to be 
rheir Slaves ; thvy married the moft beautiful of the 
Negroe Women, not one or two only, but as many 
as they lilted ; lo that almoll every one of them had as 
great a Str.giio as the grand Seignior at Confianiinople : 
Their Slave* tr.ey employ’d in planting Rice, in 
Filhing, Hunting, C $c. Belides which, they had a- 
burxLmfe of utners, who lived, as it were, under their 
Protection ; and, to be fecure from the Diitui bances 
or AttACiss of c..eir powerful Neighbours, they feemed 
to p y mem a wilimg Homage. Now they began 
to onice from one another, each living with his own 
Wives, Slates and Dependants, like a feparate 
Pr.'nce ,* and, as Power and Plenty naturally beget 
Contention, they fometimes quarrelled with one 
another, and attacked each other, at the Head of 
their feveral Armies. In thefe civil Wars, many 
of them were killed; but an Accident happened, 
which oblig’d them to unite again for their common 
Safety. 

It mull be obferved, that thefe fudden great Men 
had u,cd their Power like Tyrants ; for they grew 
wanton in Cruelty, and nothing was more common, 
than, Upon the iligliteft Difpleafure, to caufe one of 
their Dependants to be tied to a Tree, and (hot thro’ 
the Heart : Let the Crime be what it would, whe- 
ther little or great, this was, always the Puniiliment. 
This occufioned the Negroes to confpire together, to 
rid themfelves of thefe Deftroy£r^, all irrone Night; 
and, as they now lived feparately, the Thing might 
eafily have been done, had not a Woman, who 
had been Wife or Concubine to one of them, run 
fiear twenty Miles, in three Hours, to difeover the 
Matter to them : Immediately upon the Alarm, they 
ran together as fall as they could ; fo that when the 
Negroes approached them, they found them all 
up v jn Arffis, and retired without making any At- 
tempt. 

This Efcape made them very cautious from that 
Time,” and ir will be worth while to deferibe the 
Policy of thefe brutifh Fellows, and to fhew what 
Meafures they took to fecure themfelves. 

They found that the Fear of their Power could 
lot feedre them againfl a Surprize : The braveft Man 

[ nay be killed when he is afleep, by one much his In- 
r erior in Courage and Strength ; therefore, as their 
irft Security, they did all they could to foment War 
• ietwixt the neighbouring Negroes, remaining Neu- 
er themfelv'es. By thefe Means, thofe who were 
I ivercome con flan tly fled to them for Prote&ion, o- 
1 hertvife they muft be either killed or made Slaves. 

Thus they ilrengthcned their Party, and always 
1 ied fo me to them by Intcreil. When there was no 
I Var, they contrived to fpirit up private Quarrels 
mong them, and, upon every little Difpute or A life 
nderltanding, pufh’d on one Side to take revenge on 
he other ; to this Parpofe they inftru&ed them how 
d attack or lurprize their Adverfaries, and lent 
iem loaded Piltols or Firelocks to dii’patch them 
ith. The Contequence of thefe Things was, that 
tie ATurderer was forced to fly to them for the fafety 
Hf his Life, with his Wives, Children, and Kindred. 
|| Such as thefe were Fall Friends, as their Lives de- 
*’ I ’nded upon the Safety of their Prote&ors; for, as 
lie obferved before, our Pirates were grown fo terfi- 

I ie, that none of their Neighbours had Refolution 
<iough to attack them in an open War. 

By fuch Arts as thefe, in the Space of a few Years, 
eir Body was greatly encreafed: They then began 


to feparate themfelves, and remove at a greater Di- 
llancc from one another, for the Convenience of more 
Ground.. Thus they were divided, like the 
into Tribes, each carrying with him his Wives and 
Children, (of which by this Time they had a large 
Family) as alfo their Quota of Dependants and Fol- 
lowers. If Power and Command are the Things 
which diflinguilh a Prince, thefe Ruffians had now' all 
the Marks ol Royalty about them ; nay more, they 
had the very Fears which commonly diftuib T) rants ; 
ns may be leen by the extreme Caution they took, in 
fortifying the Places where they dwelt. 

In their Plan of Fortification they imitated one a- 
nother, and their Dwellings were rather Citadels than 
Houfes. They made Choice of a Place overgrow n 
with Wood, and fitunte near a Water ; they railed a 
Rampart or high Ditch round it, fo lira it and keep, 
that it w'as impoifible to climb it, and efpecially by 
thofe who 3 iad not the Ufe of Raiding Ladders; Gi- 
ver the Ditch there was one Pafiage into the Wood ; 
the Dwelling, which w’as a Hut, was built in that 
Part of the Wood which the Prince, who inhabited 
it, thought fit ; but fo covered that it could not be 
feen till you came at it. But the’ greatell Cunning 
lay in the Pafiage which led to the Hut, which was 
fo narrow', that no more than one Perfon could go 
a Breait, and contrived in fo intricate a Manner, that 
it W'as a per fed Maze or Labyrinth. The Way go- 
ing round and round, with feveral little crofs Ways, 
a Perfon that was not well acquainted with it, might 
walk feveral Hours round without being able to find 
the Hut: Aioreover, all along the Sides of thefe 
narrow Paths, certain large Thorns, which grew up- 
on a Tree in that Country, were ftuck into the 
Ground u'ith their Points uppermoil ; and the Path 
itfelf being made crooked and ferpentine, if a Man 
fiiould attempt to come near the Hut at Night, he 
would certainly have llruck upon thefe Thorns. 

Thus Tyrant-like they lived, fearing and feared 
by all ; and in this Situation they were found by 
Captain Woods Rogers , when hew f entto Madagafcar , 
in the Delicit z, a Ship of forty Guns, withaDefign 
•of buying Slaves in order to fell to the Dutch at Ba- 
tavia or New- Holland : He happened to touch up- 
on a Part of the Ifland where no Ship had been feen 
for feven or eight Years before ; here he met with 
fome of the Py rates, when they had been upon the 
liland above 25 Years, having a large mo tly Gene- 
ration of Children and Grand -Children defeended 
from them, there being, at that Time, eleven of 
them remaining alive. 

Upon their firfl feeing a Ship of this Force and 
Burthen, they fuppofed it to be a Alan of War fent 
to take them ; they therefore lurked within their 
FaftndTes; But w'hen fome from the Ship came on 
Shore, without any Shew of Hollility, and offered to 
trade with the Negroes, they ventured to come out 
of their Holes, attended like Princes ; and fince they 
a&ually were Kings De Fatto, which is a kind of a 
Right, we ought to fpeak of them as fuch. 

Having been fo many Years upon this Ifiand, it 
may be imagined, their Cloaths had long been worn 
out ; fo that theirMajeflies, according to the Phrafe, 
were extremely out at the Elbow's, I cannorfay 
they were ragged, fince they had nothing to cover 
them but the Skins of Bealls without any tanning, 
w'ith all the Hair on, not even a Shoe nor Stocking; 
fo that they looked like the Pi&ures of Hercules, in 
the Lion’s Skin ; and, being overgrown with Beard, 
and Hair upon their Bodies, they appeared the moll 
favage Figures that a Man’s Imagination can frame. 

However they foon got rigg’d ; for they fold great 
Nunbers of the poor People under them, for Cloaths, 
Knives, Saws, Pou'der and Ball, and many other 
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Thing* ; they became moreover To familiar, that 
they went aboard the Delicia , and were obferved to 
be very curious, examining the Infide of the Ship, 
and talking very familiarly with the Men, inviting 
them afliore. Their Defign in doing this, as they af- 
terwards confcflhl, was to try if it was not practica- 
ble to lurprize the Ship in the Night, which they 
judged veiy eafy, in cafe there was but a llender 
Watch kept on Board. They had Boats and Men 
enough at command, but it feems the Captain was 
aware of them, and kept fo ftrong a Watch upon 
Deck, that they found it was in vain to make any 
Attempt ; wherefore when fome of the Men went 
afhore, and they were for drawing them into a Plot, 
for feiv.ing the Captain and fecuring the reft of the 
Men under Hatches, when they lhould have the 
Night-Watch, promifing a Signal to come on Board 
to join them, and propofing if they fucceeded, to go 
aPyrating together, the Captain, obferving an Inti- 
macy growing betwixt them, thought it is could be 
for no Good, and therefore broke it off in Time, 
not fuffering them fo much as to talk together. Af- 
ter this, whenever he fent a Boat on Ihore with ai 


Officer, to treat with them about the Sale of Slaves, 
the Crew remained on board the Boat, and no Man 
was fuffered to talk with them, but the Perfon de- 
puted by him for that Purpofe. 

Before he failed away, when they fouhd that no- 
thing was to be done, they confefled all the Defigns 
they had formed againil him. Thus he left them as 
he found them, in a great Deal of dirty State and 
Royalty, but with fewer Subjefts than they had, ha- 
ving, as we obferved, bought many of them 5 and, 
if Ambition be the darling Pafiion of Men, no doubt 
they were happy. One of thefe great Princes had 
formerly been a Waterman upon the Thames , where 
having committed a Murder, he fled to the Wefl-ln- 
dies , and was of the Number of thofe who run away 
with the Sloops ; the refl had been all fore-maft Men, 
nor was there a Man amongll them, who could ei- 
ther read or write, their Secretaries of State having 
juft as much Learning as themfelves. This is all the 
Account we can give of thefe Kings of Madagafcar, 
fome of whom it is probable are reigning to this 
Day. 


The LIFE 0/ Captain MARTEL. 


W E come now to the Pirates that have rofe 
fince the Peace of Utrecht ; in War Time 
there is no Room for any, becaufe all thofe 
of a roving advent’rous Difpofition find Employment 
in Privateers. Thus our Mobs in London , when they 
come to an Height, our Superiors order out the 
Train Bands, and when once they are raifed, the o- 
thers are fupprefled of Courfe ; I take the Reafon of 
it to be, that the Mob go into the tame Army, and 
immediately, from notorious Breakers of the Peace, 
become, by being put into order, folemn Prefervers 
of it. Should our Legiflators, therefore, put fome of 
the Pirates into Authority, it would not only lelFen 
their Number, but, I imagine, fet them upon the 
reft ; and they would be the likelieft People to find 
them out, according to the Proverb, fet a Thief to 
catch a Thief. 

To bring this about, there needs no other Encou- 
ragement, than to give all the Effects taken on 
Board a Pirate Veflel to the Captors ; for, in Cafe 
of Plunder and Gain, they like it as well from Friends, 
as Enemies ; but are not fond, as Things are carry’d, 
of ruining poor Fellow , as the Creoleans exprels it, 
•with no Adxantage to themfelves. 

The Multitude of Men and VeflTels employ’d this 
Way, in Time of War, in the Wefl-lndies y is ano- 
ther Reafon for the Number of Pirates in a Time of 
Peace ; This cannot be fuppofed to refled on any of 
our American Governments, much lefs on the King 
himfelf, by whofe Authority fuch Commiflions are 
granted, becaufe of the Reafon ablcnefs of the Thing, 
and abfolute Neceflity there is for doing of it : Yet 
the Obfervation is juft ^ for fo many People empty- 
ing themfelves in Privateers, for the fake of Plunder 
and Riches, which they always fpend as fall as they 
get, when the War is over, and they can have no far- 


ther Bufmefs in the Way of Life they have been ufe 
to, they too readily, and, indeed, too naturally ei I p 
gage in Ads of Piracy : And this being but the fair 
Pradice without a Commiffion, they make very litt 
Diftindion betwixt the Lawfulnefs of the one, and *1 
Unlawfulnefs of the other. 

In all our Enquiries back, we have not been ab 
to find the Original of this Rover, of whom we a 


£J1 


now to fpeak ; but we believe he and his Gang we 
fome Privateer’s Men, belonging to the Ifland 


Jamaica, in the preceeding War; his Story is b 
Ihort, for his Reign was fo ; an End having been p 
to his Adventures in good Time, when he was gro’ 
ing ftrong and formidable. 

In the firft Accounts we have of him, we find h; 
Commander of a Pirate Sloop of eight Guns, a 
80 Men, cruifing off Jamaica , in the Month of S t 
t ember , 1716: about which r Lime he took the Bc\ 
ley Galley, Captain Saunders , and plundered him 
1000 /. in Money ; and afterwards met with a Slc» 
call’d the King Solomon , from whom he took fo \ 
befides Goods to a gr: 
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Money and Provifions, 

Value. 

They proceeded after this to the Port of Cave J 
at the Ifland of Cuba , and in their Way took t) 
Sloops, which they plundered and let go : Off : 
Port they fell in with a fine Galley, of 20 Guns, cad 
the John and Martha , Captain Wilfon , which ty 
attacked under the pvrarical black Flag, and me 


-at c 


themfelves Mafters of H?r. They put fome of e 


Men alhore, and others they detain’d, as they d 
done at feveral other Times, to encreafe their 1 n 
Company. Captain Martel then charged CapiA 
Wilfon , to advife his Owners, that their Ship w Ml 
anlwer his Purpofe exadly, by taking one I k 
down; and as for the Cargo, which confifted ch i) r 
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of Logwood and Sugar, he would take Care it fhould 
be carry ’d to a good Market. 

Having fitted up the af >n I .id Ship, as they defign’d, 
they mounted i.er with 22 Gum, and 100 Men, left 
z - Hands in the Sloop, and fo proceeded to cruize off 
the Leeward 111 . .ncis, v.i.ere t..ty met but with too 
much Succe.w After L,ie t Ting of a Sloop and a 
Biigmrme, t* ey gave cn:.ie to 2 ftout Slop, which 
thty c:me up witii, aild which, at Sight of the Py- 
rate’s Fhg, uruck to the Robbers, i his was a A ef- 
id of 20 uuns called the Dohhin r bound for New- 
I fzundhtnd. Captain Martel m.-.de the Men Prifoners, 
and carry ’d the Ship with him. 

About tue Middle of December, the Pirates took 
anotner Galley in her Voyage from Jamaica , call’d 
the Kent, Captain Lawton, ihii'ted her Provisions a- 
bo .rd their own Ship, and let her go. This obliged 
her to fail back to Jamaica for a Supply for her 
Voyage. Some Time after they met with a fmall 
Ship and a Sloop, belonging to BarbaJoes ; out of 
both they took Provifions, and then parted with 
them, having firft taken fuch of their Hands, as were 
willing to be forced to go along with them. The 
Greyhound Galley of London, Captain Evans, from 
Gurney to Jamaica, was the next that had the Mif- 
fortune to fall into their Hands ; they did not de- 
tain her long ; for, as foon as they could get out 
all her Gold-Dull, Elephant’s Teeth, and Slaves, 
which were about 40, they fent her onward upon 
her Voyage. 

They concluded now, that’twas very neceflary to 
get into Harbour and relit, hoping at the lame Time 
to get Refrelhments for themtelvcs, and an Oppor- 
tunity to difpofe of their Cargo: With this View, 
*twas refolv’d to make the bell of their Way to 
Santa Cruz , a fmall Ifland in the Latitude of 18, 30, 
N. ten Miles long, and two broad, lying South-Eaft 
of Porto Rico , and belonging to the French Settle- 
ments. Here they thought they might lie privately 
enough for fome Time, and fit themfelvcs for fur- 
ther Mifchief. They met with a Sloop by the Way, 
which they took along with them, and, in the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1716-17, they arrived at their Port. 
They had now a Ship of 20 Guns, a Sloop of eight, 
and three Prizes, viz. another Ship of 20 Guns, a 
Sloop of 4 Guns, and the Sloop laft taken: With 
this little Fleet, they got into a fmall Harbour, or 
Road, the N. W. Part of the Ifland, and wrap’d up 
two Creeks, which were made by a little Ifland ly- 
ing within the Bay ; (we are the more particular now, 
becaufe we (hall take Leave of the Gentlemen at this 
Place.) They had here bare 16 Foot of Water, at 
the deepefl, and but 13 or 14, at the fhalloweft ; and 
nothing but Rocks and Sands without, which fecured 
them from Wind and Sea, and likewife hinder’d any 
confiderable Force from entering, if any fuch fhould 
come again 11 them. 

When they were all got in, the firft Thing they 
had to do, was to guard themfelves in the belt Man- 
ner they could ; this they did by making a Battery of 
four Guns upon the Ifland, and another of two Guns 
6n the North Point of the Road : They alfo wrap’d 
in one of the Sloops with eight Guns, at the Mouth 
of the Channel, to hinder any Veil'd from coming 


in. When this was done, they went to work on 
their Ship, unrigging and unloading, in order to 
clean ; but we lhall leave them a while, till we 
bring other Company to ’em. 

In the Month of November, 1716, General Hamil- 
ton, Commander in chief of all the Leeward Caribee 
Ijlands , fent a Sloop Ex p:\fs to Capt. Hume, at Bar- 
badoes. Commander of ms Majelly’s Ship the Scar- 
borough, of 30 Guns, and 140 Men, to acquaint 
him, that two Pirate Sloops, of 12 Guns each, mo- 
lelled the Colonies, having plunder’d feveral Vefiels. 
The Scarborough had bury’J twenty Men, and, at 
this Time, had near forty Tick, and therefore was 
but in ill State to go to Sea : However, Captain 
Hume left his fick Men behind, and fail’d to the 
other Ifiands, for a Supply of Men. He took 20 
Soldiers from Antegoa, at Nevis 10, and 10 at St. 
Chriflopber's , and then fail’d to the Ifland of A?i- 
guilla. Here he learn ’d, that, fome Time before, 
two fuch Sloops had been at Spanijb-Town , other- 
wife call’d one of.the Virgin Iflands : From this In- 
formation, the next Day, the Scarborough came to 
SpaniJh-7own, but could hear no other News of 
tne Sloops, than that they had been thereabout Chrijl - 
mas, it being now the 15th of January . 

Captain Hume, finding no certain Account could 
be had of the Pirates, defign’d to go back, the next 
Day, to Barbadoes : but it happen’d that Night, that 
a Eoat anchor’d there from Santa Cruz , and inform- 
ed him, that he faw a Pirate Ship of 22 or 24 Guns, 
with other Vefiels, going into the North-Weft Part 
of the Ifland aforelaid. The Scarborough weighed 
immediately, and the next Morning came in Sight of 
the Rovers and their Prizes, and ftood to them ; 
but the Pilot refus’d to enter in with the Ship. 

All this while the Pirates fir’d red-hot Bullets from 
the Shore : At length, the Ship came to an Anchor, 
along Side the ‘Reef, near the Channel, and canona- 
ded, for feveral Hours, both the Vefiels and Bat- 
teries. About Four in the Afternoon, the Sloop that 
guarded the Channel was funk, by the Shot of the 
Man of War; then fhe canonaded the great Pirate Ship 
of 22 Guns, that lay behind the Ifland. The next 
Night, viz. the iSth, it Filling calm. Captain Hume 
weigh’d, fearing he might fall on the Reef, and in 
this Apprehenfion he ftood oft and on for a Day 
or two, to block them up. On the 20th, in the 
Evening the Pirates obferv’d the Man of War to 
ftand olF to Sea, and took the Opportunity to warp 
out, in order to Hip away from the Ifland, which 
entirely ruin’d them. At 12 o’Clock they run a- 
ground, and then, feeing the Scarborough about (land- 
ing in again, as their Cafe was defperate, they were 
put into the utmoll Confufion ; they quitted their 
Ship, and fet her on Fire, with 20 Negroes in her, 
who were all burnt. Nineteen of the Pirates made 
their Efcape in a fmall Sloop, but the Captain and 
the reft, with 20 Neg oes, betook themfelves to the 
Woods, where, ’tis probable, they might ftarve ; for we 
never heard what became of ’em afterwards. Cap- 
tain Hume releas’d the Prifoners, with the Ship and 
Sloop that remain’d, and then went after the two 
Pirate Sloops firft mention’d. 
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A General History of- 


15 ® 


The LIFE of Captain TEACH, alias 
BLACK-BEARD. 


Div/irJ Teach was a Brifeol Man born, but 
had rail’d feveral Times out of Jamaica in 
Privateers, in the late French War: Though 
he Jud often dillinguilh’d himfelf by his uncom- 
mon Boldnefs, and perfonal Courage, he was never 
rais’d to any Command till he went a pyrating, a- 
bom the latter End of the Year 1716. It was then, 
that Captain Benjamin Hornigold put him into a Sloop, 
that he had made Prize of ; and thefe two continu- 
ed in Confortfhip till a little while before Hornigold 
fur render’d. 

In the Spring of the Year 1 7 1 7, Teach and Horni- 
gold fail’d from Providence , for the Main of Ame- 
rica , and took, in their Way, a Billop from the Ha - 
vasina, with 120 Barrels of Flour, which they put 
on board their own Veflels.- They took, alfo, a 
Sloop from Bermuda , Thurhar Matter, whom they 
rifled only of fome Gallons of Wine, and then let 
her go 5 and a Ship from Madeira to South Carolina , 
out of which they got Plunder, to a confiderableValue. 

After cleaning, on the Coaft of Virginia , they re- 
turn’d to the TVefe- Indies, and, in the Latitude of 24 
made Prize of a large French Guiney Man, bound 
to Mart ini co, which, by Hornigold' s Confent, Teach 
went aboard of as Captain, and took a Cruize in 
her. Hornigold return’d with his Sloop to Provi- 
dence, where, at the Arrival of Captain Rogers , the 
Governor, he furrender’d to Mercy, purfuant to the 
King’s Proclamation. 

♦ Teach mounted 40 Guns aboard of his Guinea Man, 
and nam’d her The Queen Ann' s Revenge . Cruifing 
near the Ittand of St. Vincent, he took a large Ship, 
call’d The Great Allen, Cbrift opber Taylor, Com- 
mander ; and having plunder’d her ofwhat he thought 
fit, and put all the Men a-fhore upon the Ittand above- 
mention’d, he gave Orders to fet Fire to the Ship. 

A few Days after, Teach fell in with the Scarbo- 
rough Man of War, who engag’d him for fome Hours ; 
but the Scarborough, finding the Pirate well mann’d, 
and having tried her Strength, gave over the Engage- 
ment, and return’d to Barbadocs, the Place of her 
Station ; Teach immediately failing towards the Spa- 
nijh America. 

In his Way, he met with a Pirate Sloop, of to 
Guns, commanded by Major Bonnet, whofe Life we 
mention’d before. He was lately a Gentleman of 
good Reputation ai)d Eftate in the Ittand of Barba- 
docs, but now he readily join’d with Teach ; but in 
a few Days after, Teach, finding that Bonnet knew 
nothing of a maritime Life, with the Confent of his 
own Men, put in one Richards to be Captain of Bon- 
net's Sloop, and took the Major on board his own 
Ship ; telling him, That , as he had not been us' d to 
the Fatigues and Care of fuel? a Pojl , it would be bet- 
ter for him to decline it, and live cafy, and at his 
Pleafure, in fetch a Ship as his , where he Jhould not 
be obliged to perfonn Duty , but follow his own In- 
clinations . 

At Turniff, 10 Leagues fhort of the Bay of Hondu- 


ras , the Pirates took in frefh Water, and while they 
were at an Anchor there, they faw a Sloop coming 
in ; whereupon Richards, in the Sloop call’d The 
Revenge, flipp’d his Cable, and ran out to meet her ; 
who, upon feeing the black Flag hoitted, ftruck his 
Sail, and came to, under the Stern o (Teach the Com- 
modore. She was call’d The Adventure, from Ja- 
maica, David Harriot Matter, They took him and 
his Men aboard the great Ship, and fent a Number of 
their own People with Ijracl Hands, Matter of Teach' s 
Ship, to man the Sloop for the piratical Service. 

On the 9th of April they weigh’d from Turniff, 
having lain there about a Week, and fail’d to the 
Bay, where they found a Ship and four Sloops. Three 
of the latter belong’d to Jonathan Barnard, of Ja- 
macia, and the other to Captain James: The Ship 
was of Bofton, call’d The Brotejlant G&far, Captain 
IVyar Commander. Teach hoilled his black Colours, 
and fir’d a Gun ; upon which, Captain IVyar, and 
all his Men, left their Ship, and got afhore in their 
Boat. Teach' s Quarter-Matter, and eight of his Crew, 
took PofTefiion of IVyar s Ship, and Richards fecur’d 
all the Sloops, one of which they burnt out of Spite 
to the Owner: The Proteftant Catfar they alfo 
burnt, after they had plunder’d her ; becaufe fhe be- 
long’d to Bofton, where fome Men had been hang’d 
for Piracy : But the three Sloops belonging to Ber- 
nard they let go. 

From hence, the Rovers fail’d to Turkill, and then 
to the Grand Caimanes, a fmall Jfland about 30 
Leagues to the Weft ward of Jamaica. Here they 
took a fmall Turtler, and fo fail’d to the Havana, 
from thence to the Bahama Wrecks, and from the 
Bahasna Wrecks to Carolina, taking a Brigantine 
and two Sloops in their Way. They lay on the 
Carolina Coaft, off the Bar of Charles-Tovon, for five 
or fix Days. They took here a Ship as fhe was 
coming out, bound for London , commanded by Ro- 
bert Clark, with fome Paftengers on board for Eng- 
land ; the next Day they took another Vettel coming 
out of Charles-Tovun , and alfo two Pinks coming 
into Charles-Town ; likewife, a Brigantine with 14 
Negroes aboard. All this being done in the Face of 
the Town, it ftruck a great Terror into the whole 
Province of Carolina , which had juft before been 
vifited by Vane, another notorious Pirate. The In- 
habitants even abandon’d themfelves to Defpair, be- 
ing in no Condition to refift their Force. There 
were eight Sail in the Harbour, ready for Sea ; but 
none dar’d to venture out, it being almoft impofli- 
bletoefcape their Hands. The inward bound Vef- 
fels were under the fame unhappy Dilemma ; fo that 
the Trade of this Place was totally interrupted. What 
made thefe Misfortunes yet heavier to them, was a 
long expenfive War, which the Colony had had with 
the Natives, and which was but juft ended when 
thefe Robbers infefted them. 

Teach detain’d ajl the Ships and Prifoners, and, 

being 
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mg in want of Medicines, refolv’d to demand a 
ldt from the Government of the Province. Ac- 
rdingly, Richards , the Captain of the Revenge 
)0p, with two or three more Pirates, were fent 
along with Mr. Marks , one of the Prifoners 
iom they had taken in Clark' s Ship, to make 
:ir Demands, which they did in a very infolent 
inner ; threatening, that if they did not fend im- 
diately the Cheft of Medicines, and let the Pirate- 
nbafladors return, without offering any Violence 
their Perfons, they wou’d murder all their Prifon- 
, fend up their ffeads to the Governor, and fet 
: Ships they had taken, on Fire. 

Whilit Mr. Marks was making Application to the 
unci], Richards, and the reft of the Pirates, walk’d 
Streets publickly, in the Sight of -all People, 

0 were fir’d with the utmoil Indignation, looking 
)n them as Robbers and Murderers, and parcicular- 

as the Authors of their prefenc Wrongs and Op- 
tions : But they durll not fo much as think pf ex- 
ting their Revenge, for Fear of bringing more 
amities upon themlelves ; and fo they were forc’d 
et the Villians pafs with Impunity. The Govern- 
it were not long in deliberating upon the Meflage : 
ough ’twas the greatell Affront that could have 
n put upon them, yet, for the faving fo many 
ns Lives, (among them Mr. Samuel Hragg, one 
the Council) they comply ’d with the Neceffity, 
fent on board a Cheft, valu’d at between 3 and 
)l. and the Pirates went back fafe to their Ships. 
Vackheard, ^for fo Teach was generally call’d, as 
fhall hereafter fhew) as foon as he had receiv’d 
Medicines and his Brother Rogues, let go the 
3 and the Prifoners, having firft taken out of them, 
j old and Silver, about 1500/. Sterling, befides 
vifions and other Matters. 

•rom the Bar of Charles Town, they fail’d to 
th-Carolina; Captain Teach in the Ship which 
)1 call’d the Man of War, Captain Richards and 
?tain Hands in the Sloops, which they term’d 
rateers, and another Sloop ferving them as a Ten- 
. Teach began now to think of breaking up the 
mpany, and fecuring the Money and the bell of 
Effects forhimfelf, and fome of his Companions 
om he had moil Friendfhip for, and to cheat the 
. Accordingly, on Pretence of running into Top - 

1 Inlet to clean, he grounded his Ship, and then 
if it had been done undefignedly, and by Acci- 
it) he orders Hands' s Sloop to come to his Aflift- 
e, and get him off again ; which he endeavour- 

to do, ran the Sloop a Shore near the other, 

1 fo they were both loft. This done. Teach goes 

0 the Tender Sloop, with 40 Hands, and leaves 
Revenge there. After this, he took 17 others, 

1 marroon’d them upon a fmall Tandy I {land, a- 
it a League from the Main, where there was nei- 
r Bird, Beaft, or Herb, for their Subfiftence, and 
ere they mull have perifh’d if Major Bonnet had 

two Days after, taken them off. 

Teach now goes up to the Governor of North - 
rolina , with about 20 of his Men, furrenejers to 
Majefty’s Proclamation, and receives Certificates 
reof from his Excellency ; but it did not appear 
,t their fubmitting to this Pardon was from any Re- 
mation of Manners, but only to wait a more fa- 
arable Opportunity to play the fame Game over 
dn ; which he foon after efFe&ed, w ith greater Se- 
ity to himfelff and with much better Profpett of 
:cefs ; having in this Time cultivated a very good 
iderftanding with Charles Eden , Efq; the Gover- 
• above-mention’d. 

The firft Piece of Service this kind Governor did 
V Black Beard , was, to give him a Right to the 
fi’el which he had tlken, when he was a pirating 
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in the great Ship call’d The Queen Anne's Revenge i 
for which Purpofe a Court of Vice-Admiralty was 
held at Bath-Toxvn , where, though Teach had ne- 
ver any Commiffion in his Life, and the Sloop be- 
long’d to the Englijh Merchants, and was taken in 
Time of Peace, yet was fhe condemn’d as a Prize ta- 
ken by Teach from the Spaniards. Thefe Proceedings 
Jhew that Governors are but Men. 

Before he fail’d upon his Adventures, he married a 
young Creature of about ftxteen Years of Age, the 
Governor performing the Ceremony: For, as it is a 
Cuftom to marry here by a Prieft, fo it is there by a 
Magiftrate, And this, I have been inform’d, made 
Teach's fourteenth Wife, about a Dozen of whom 
might be ftill living. His Behaviour in this State 
was fomething extraordinary ; for whilft his Sloop 
lay in Okerecock Inlet, and he was a-fhore at a Plan- 
tation, where his Wife Jiv’d, after he had lain with 
her all Night, it was his Cuftom to invite five or fix of 
his brutal Companions a-ftiore, and he would force 
her to proftitute herfelf to them all, one after ano- 
ther, before his Face. 

In June 1718, he went to Sea, upon another Ex- 
pedition, and fleer’d his Courfe towards Bermudas. 
He met with two or three Englijh Veftels in his Way, 
but robb’d them only of Provifions, Stores, and other 
Neceflaries, for his prefent Expence ; but when he 
came near the Ifland aforemention’d, he fell in with 
two French Ships, one of which was loaded with Su- 
gar and Cocoa, and the other light, both bound to 
Martinico. The Ship that had no Lading, he let 
go, having firft put all the Men of the loaded Ship 
a-board her ; the other he brought Home, with her 
Cargo, to North Carolina , where the Governor and 
the Pirates fhar’d the Plunder. 

When Teach and his Prize arriv’d, he and four of 
his Crew went to his Excellency, and made Affidavit 
that they found the Trench Ship at Sea, without a 
Soul on board her ; whereupon, a Court was called, 
and the Ship condemn’d. The Governor had 60 
Hogfheads of Sugar for liis Dividend, and one Mr. 
Knight , who was his Secretary, and Collector for the 
Province, 20 ; the reft was fhar’d among the other Pi- 
rates, as we may properly enough exprefs it. 

The Bufinefs was not yet done ; the Ship remained, 
and it was poflible one or other might come into the 
River, that might be acquainted with her, and fo 
difeover the Roguery : But Teach thought of a Con- 
trivance to prevent this ; for, upon a Pretence that fhe 
was leaky, and that fhe might fink, and fo flop up 
the Mouth of the Inlet or Cove where fhe lay, he 
obtain’d an Order from the Governor to bring her out 
into the River, and fet her on Fire. This was ac- 
cordingly executed, and fhe was burnt down to the 
Water’s Edge ; then her Bottom was funk, and, 
with it, their Fears of her ever rifing in judgment a- 
gainft them. 

Captain Teach , alias Black-Beard , pafs’d three or 
four Months in the River ; fometimes lying'at Anchor 
in the Coves, at other Times failing from one Inlet 
to another, trading with fuch Sloops as he met for 
the Plunder he had taken,, and often giving them Pre- 
fents for the Stores and Provifions took Irom them ; 
that is, when he happen’d to be in a giving Humour ; 
for at other Times he made bold with ’em, and took 
what he lik’d, without faying hy your Leave ; know- 
ing well that they dar’d not fend him a Bill for the 
Payment. He often diverted himfelf with going a- 
fhore among the Planters, where he re veil’d Night 
and Day : By thefe he was well receiv’d ; but whe- 
ther out of Love, or Fear, I cannot fay. Sometimes 
he us’d them courteoufly enough, and made them, 
alfo, Prefents of Rum and Sugar, in return for what 
he took from them ; but, as to the Liberties which. 
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tis fait!, he and his Companions often took with the 
Wives and Daughters of thefe Planters, I cannot take 
upon me to fay, whether he paid them ad Valorem, 
or no. At other Times he carried it in a lordly Man- 
ner towards ’em, and would lay fome of them under 
Contribution ; nay, he often proceeded to bully the 
Governor ; not, as I Can difeover, that there was 
the leaft Caufe of Quarrel betwixt them, but it feem’d 
only to be done to fhevv he dar’d do it. 

the Sloops trading up and down this River, be- 
ing fo frequently pillag’d by Black-Beard , confulted 
with the Traders, and fome of the bed of the Plan- 
ters, what Courfe to take: They faw plainly, it 
would be in vain to make any Application to the Go- 
vernor of North 'Carolina, to whom it properly be- 
long’d to find fome Red refs ; fo that if they could 
not be reliev’d from fome other Quarter, Black-Beard 
would be like to reign with Impunity ; This deter- 
min’d them, with as much Secrecy as poflible, to fend 
a Deputation to Virginia, to lay the Affair before the 
Governor of that Colony, and to follicit an arm’d 
Force, from the Men of War lying there, to take or 
deftroy this Pirate. 

This Governor confulted with the Captains of the 
two Men of War, viz. the Pearl and Lime , who had 
lain in St. James's River about ten Months. It 
was agreed, that the Governor fhonld hire a Couple 
of fmall Sloops, and the Men of War fhould man 
them ; this was accordingly done, and the Command 
of them given to Mr. Robert Maynard , fir It Lieute- 
nant of the Pearl ; an experienc’d Officer, and a 
Gentleman of great Bravery and Refolution, as will 
appear by his gallant Behaviour in this Expedition. 
The Sloops were well mann’d, and furnifh’d with 
Ammunition and fmall Arms, but had no Guns 
mounted. 

About the Time of their going out, the Governor 
call’d an Affembly, in which it was refolv’d to publifh 
a Proclamation with an Offer of certain Rewards, to 
any Perfon or Perfons, who, within a Year after that 
Time, fhould take or deftroy any Pirate : The origi- 
nal Proclamation being in our Hands, we fhall give it 
to our Readers ; it runs as follows : 


be in the Year of our Lord One PI o? if and fev en H 
dred and Nineteen , Jhall take any Pirate , V Pi, a 
Sea or Land , or , in cafe of Refinance, jl 


* 


on the 

kill any Juch Pirate, or Phatts, between the IX gi I 
of thirty four a?id thirty nine cf No? them LatfttM 
; ' leagues of the Continent^. 

upon the Conviction,^* 


and within one hundred 
Virginia, or North-Caroling 
making due Proof of the killing of all , andevoyfly 
Pirate , and Pirates , hi fore the Governor and •' 

fhall be entitled to have, and receive cut cf the phi 
Money , in the Hands of the Treasurer of t hi* Cul\ 
the Jeveral Rewards following ; that ts to /<?>•, 
Edward Teach, commonly call'd Captain '1 e..chll 
Black-Beard, one hundred Pounds ; for every 
Commander of a Pirate Ship , Sloop, or Vcfjil , j \ 
Pounds ; for every Lieutenant, Majler , Quarter-' 
Jler, Boat f main , or Carpenter, twenty Pounds ; j 
every other inferior Officer , fifteen Pounds ; and j 
every private Man, taken on Board Jiuh Ship, I 
or Vejfel, ten Pounds; and , that for evtry Fir L. 
which fhall be taken by any Ship, Sloop, or 
longing to this Colony, or North\Carolina, within ft:: 
Time aforefaid, in any Place wbatfoever, the like 
wards ffall be paid , according to the Quality Bja 


By his Majefty’s Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, and Commander in 
Chief, of the Colony and Do- 
minion of Virginia , 


A PROCLAMATION, 


Publifhing the Rewards to be 
given for apprehending or 
killing Pirates. 


Given at our Council- Chamber at 
liamsburgh, this 24th Day of Nos 


her, 1718, in the fifth Year 0 


Majefty’s Reign. 

GOD SAVE THE KINC 
A. SPOTSirO 


The 17th of November, 171S, the Lieute 


Condition of fuch Pirates. Wherefore, for the En 
ragement of all fitch Perfons as Jhall be willing to j , 
his Majefly, and their Country , in fo jufl and hon 
able an Undertaking , as the fuppr effing a Sort of 
pie who may be truly call'd Enemies to Man kin 
have thought ft, with the Advice and Confent a 
Majefly' s Council, to iflfue this Proclamation, he 
declaring , that the /aid Rewards Jhall be punCh 
and juflly paid, in current Money of V irgiuia, 
ing to the Directions of the faid A Cl. And I do 0 

and appoint this Proclamation to be fublijhcd by 
Sheriffs , at their rcfpe Clive County- Houfes, and h 
Miniflers and Readers , in the feveral Churches 
Chapels , throughout the Colony. 


W Hereas , by an ACl of Affembly , made at a Sefl 
fon of Affembly , begun at the Capital in Wil- 
liamfburgh, the eleventh Day of November, in the 
fifth Year of his Majefly' s Reign , entitled. An Aft 
to encourage the apprehending and deftroying of Pi 
rates ; it is, amongji other Things, enaCled, That all 
and every Perfon , or Perfons, who, from and after 
the fourteenth Day of November, /;/ the Year cf our 
Lord One thoufand feven Hundred and Eighteen, and 
before the Fourteenth Day of November, which fo all 


failed from Kicquetan, in fames River in Virg, 
and the 21ft in the Evening came to the Mout 
Okerecock Inlet, where he got Sight of the Pi 
This Expedition was made with all imaginable I* 
crecy, and the Officer managed with all the Prud I , 
that was neceffary, flopping all Boats and Yeffe le 
met with in the River, from going up, and thejS^ 
preventing any Intelligence hom reaching 
Beard ; and receiving at the fame Time an Acorn 
from them all, of the Place where th.c Pirate \ 
lurking. However, notwithftanding this Caui.n., 
Black- Beard had Information of the Defign, fronBL 
Excellency of the Province ; and his Secretary, 
Knight, wrote him a Letter particularly concer 
it, intimating, That he had fent him four of his 1 4 
which were all he could meet with in or about Tc j,\ 
and fo bidding him be upon his Guard. Thefe -M 
who belonged to Black-Beard, were fent from 2 >jM 
Town to Okerecock Inlet, where the Sloop lay, will 
is about 20 Leagues. 

Black-Beard had heard feveral Reports, wph'' 
happened not to be true, and fo gave the left Ciiit 
to this ; nor was he convinced till he faw the Slo t 


When they came in fight, he put his VefTel in a 1 - 
ture of Defence, having no more than tuenty ye 
Men on Board, tho’ he gave out to all the Veftene 
fpoke with, that he had 40. When he had prd- 
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ed for Battle, he fate down and fpent the Night in 
drinking, witii the Miller of a trading Sloop, who, 
twas thought, had more Bufinefs with Teach than 
,e ftiouia n.ivc had. 

Lieutenant Maynard came to an Anchor ; for the 
’lace being lho.il, and the Channel intricate, there 
vas no getting in where Teach lay that Night. The 
e.\t Morning he weighed, and fent his Boat, a head 
fthe Stoops co found, which, coming within Gun- 
hot of the Pirate, received his Fire. Maynard, 
creupon, hoifted the King’s Colours, and flood di- 
e&’y towards him, with the beft Way that his Sails 
nd Oars could make. Black-heard cut his Cable, 
nd endeavoured ro^ make a running Fight, keeping 
continual Fire at Kis Enemies, with his large Guns, 
dr. Maynard, not having any, as we before obferv’d, 
ept a co nit ant Fire with fmall Arms, while fome 
.f his Men labour’d at their Oars. In a little Time 
'each's Sloop ran a ground, and Mr. Maynard's, 
rawing more Water than that of the Pirate, could 
ot come near him ; fo that he anchor’d within half 
jun-Shot of the Enemy. In order to lighten, his 
/'effel, that he might run him aboard, the Lieu- 
-nant ordered all his Ballaft to be thrown over- 
oard, and all the Water to be ftav’d, and then 
weighed and flood for him. Black-heard, upon this, 
ail’d him in this rude Manner: Damn you for Vil- 
iins, who are you? and from whence came you? The 
lieutenant made him anfwer. You may fee hy our Co- 
utrs we are 110 Pirates . Black-heard bid him fend 
is Boat on Board, that he might fee who he was ; 
ut Mr. Maynard reply’d thus : I cannot /pare my 
*oat, hut I will come aboard of you as foon as I 
<vt, with my Sloop. Whereupon, Black-heard took 
Glafs of Liquor, and drank to him with 'thefe 
Vords : Damnation feize my Soul if I give you Quav- 
ers* or take any from you. In Anfwer to which, 
dr. Maynard told him. That he expected no Quav- 
ers from him , nor fbould he give him any. 

By this Time Black-beard's Sloop floated, as Mr. 
Maynard's Sloops were rowing towards him. Thefe 
iloops being not above a Foot high in the Wafle, 
.onfequently the Men were all expo fed, as they came 
lear together; therefore (there being hitherto little 
)r no Execution done on either Side,) the Pirate 
ired a Broad fide, charged with all manner of fmall 
)hot. A fatal Stroke to them ! The Sloop 

1 ;he Lieutenant was in had twenty Men killed and 
.vounded, and the other Sloop nine : This could not 

I ye, help’d, for, there being no Wind, they were o- 
Dliged to keep to their Oars, otherwife the Pirate 
► .vould have got away from them, which, it feems, 
the Lieutentant was refolute to prevent. 

After this unlucky Blow, Black-beard's Sloop fell 
Broadfide to the Shore ; Mr. Maynard's other Sloop, 
which was call’d the Ranger , fell a-ftern, being for 
the prefent difabled. Now, the Lieutenant finding 
his own Sloop had Way, and would foon be on 
[ Board of Teach , ordered all his Men down, for fear 
! of another Broadfide, which mufi have been their 
I Deitruclion, and have entirely ruined their Expedi- 
tion. Mr. Maynard was the only Perfon that kept 
the Deck, except the Man at the Helm, whom he 
dire£led to lye down fnug ; and the Men in the Hold 
were ordered to get their Piflols, and their Swords 
ready, for clofe fighting, and to come up at his Com- 
mand ; in order to which, two Ladders were placed 
in the Hatch- way for the more Expedition. When 
the Lieutenant’s Sloop boarded the other, Captain 
I Teach' s Men threw in feveral new fafliioned fort of 
I'Grenaaoes, viz. Cafe-Bottles fill’d with Powder, 
'l fmall Snot, Slugs, and Pieces of Lead or Iron, with 
I la quick Match in the Mouth of them. This Match, 
11 being lighted without Side, prefently run? into the 
40 


Bottle to the Powder, and as that is ir.flantly thrown 
on board, it generally does great Execution, befides 
the Confufion it occafions. By good Providence, 
however, they had not that EfFeft here ; for the Men 
being in the Hold, Black-heard, feeing few or no 
Hands aboard, told his Men, That they were all 
knock'd on the Head, except three or four, and there- 
fore, fays he, let's jump on Board, and cut them to 
Pieces that are alive. 

Upon this, under the Smoak of one of the Bottles 
juft mention'd, Black heard enters, with fourteen 
Men, over the Bows of Maynard's Sloop, and w ere 
not feen by him till the Air cleared ; however, as it 
happened, he juft then gave the Signal to his Men, 
who all rofe in an Inftant, and attack’d the Pirates 
with as much Bravery as ever was fnewn upon fuch 
an Occafion: Black-beard and the Lieutenant fired 
the firft Piftol at each other, by which the Pirate 
received a Wound ; then they engaged with Swords, 
till the Lieutenant’s unluckily broke ; who, thereup- 
on, ftepping back to cock a Piftol, Black-heard, with 
his Curlalh, was linking at that Inftant, when one 
of Maynard's Men gave him a terrible Wound in 
the Neck and Throat, by which the Lieutenant came 
off with a fmall Cut over his Fingers. 

They were now clofely and warmly engag’d, the 
Lieutenant and twelve Men, againft Black-heard and 
fourteen, till the Sea was tin&ur’d with Blood round 
the Veffel. Tho’ Black-heard receiv’d a Shot into 
his Body from the firft Piftol that Lieutenant Maynard 
difeharg’d, yet he flood his Ground, and fought with 
great Fury, till he received twenty Cuts, and five 
more Shot : At length, as he was cocking a Piftol, 
having fired feveral before, he fell down dead. By 
this 'l ime eight more out of the fourteen dropp’d, 
and all the reft, much wounded, jump’d over-board, 
and call’d out for Quarters, which was granted, tho’ 
it was only prolonging their Lives for a few Days. 
The Sloop Ranger came up, and attack’d the Men 
that remained in Black-beard's Sloop, with equal Bra- 
very, till they likewife cry’d for Quarters. 

Here was an End of that courageous Brute, who 
might have pafs’d in the World for a Heroe, had he 
been employ ’d in a good Caufe ; his Deftruttion, 
which was of fuch Confequence to the Plantations, 
was entirely owing to the Conduct and Bravery of 
Lieutenant Maynard and his Men, w ho might have 
deftroy’d him with much lefs Lofs, had they had a 
Veftel with great Guns. But they were oblig’d t» 
ufe fmall Veflels, becaufe the Holes and Places he 
lurk’d in, would not admit thofe of greater Draught ; 
and it was no lmall Difficulty for this Gentleman to 
get to him, even with thefe, having grounded his 
Veffel, atleaft, a hundred Times, in getting up the 
River, befides other Difcouragements, enough to have 
turn'd back any Man without Dishonour, who had 
been lefs refolute and bold than this Lieutenant. 
The Broadfide that did fo much Mifchief before they 
boarded, in all Probability faved the reft from De- 
ftru&ion ; for before that Teach had little or no 
Hopes of efcaping, and therefore had polled a refo- 
lute Fellow, a Negroe, whom he bred up, with a 
lighted Match, in the Powder-Room, with Com- 
mands to blow it up, when he Ihouid give him 
Orders; which he defigned to have done, as foon as 
the Lieutenant and his Men could have enter’d, 
that fo he might have deftroy’d his Conquerors 
with himfelf : And when the Negroes found how it 
went with Black-heard, he could hardly be perfuad- 
ed from the rafh A&ion, by two Prifoners that 
were then in the Hold of the Sloop. 

What feems a little odd, is, that fome of thefe 
Men, uffio behaved fo bravely againft Black-heard, 
went afterwards a pirating themfelves, and one of 
R r them 
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them was taken along with Roberts ; but I do not 
find that any of them were provided for, except one 
that svas hang’d. However, this is n Digreftion. 

The Lieutenant caufed Black-beard' s Head to be 
fevered from his Body, and hung up at the Bolt- 
fprit End ; then he failed to Bath- Town, to get Re- 
lief for his wounded Men. 

ft mud be obferv'd', that, in rummaging the Pi- 
rate's Sloop, they found feveral Letters and written 
Papers, which difeovered the Correfpondence betwixt 
Governor Eden , the Secretary and Colledlor, and al- 
fo fome Traders at New-Tork , and Black-beard . It 
is likely he had had Regard enough for his Friends, 
to have deftroyed thefe Papers before the Adtion, in 
order to '‘hinder them from falling into fuch Hands, 
\vhe.re‘the Difcovery would be of no Ufe, either to 
the Intereft or Reputation of thefe fine Gentlemen, 
had not his fix'd Refolution to have blown up all to- 
gether prevented him, when he found no pofiibility 
of efcaping. 

When the Lieutenant came to Bath-Town, he 
made bold to feize, in the Governor’s Store-Houfe, 
the fixty Hogfheads of Sugar, and from honeft Mr. 
Knight the twenty, which, it feems were their Di- 
vidends of the Plunder taken in the French Ship, as 
we before noted ; the latter did not long furvive 
this fhamefui Difcovery, for, being apprehenfive that 
he might be called to an Account for thefe Trifles, 
he fell fick with the Fright, and died in a few Days. 

After the wounded Men were pretty well recover- 
ed, the Lieutenant failed back to the Men of War in 
yames's River , in Virginia , with Black-beard's 
Head Hill hanging at the Bolt-fprit End, and fifteen 
Prifoners, thirteen of whom were afterwards hanged. 
It appeared upon Trial, that one of them, viz. Sa- 
muel Odell , was taken out of the trading Sloop but 
the Night before the Engagement. This poor Fel- 
low was a little unlucky at his firft entering upon 
his new Trade, there appearing no lefs than 70 
Wounds upon him after the Action, notwithftanding 
which, he lived, and was cured of them all. The 
other Perfon that efcaped the Gallows, was one If 
yael Hands , the Mafter of Black-beard's Sloop, and 
formerly Captain of the fame, before the ^ueen Anne's 
Revenge was loft in Topfail Inlet. 

The aforefaid Hands happened not to be in the 
Fight, but was taken afterwards afhore at Bath- 
Town, having been fometime before disabled by 
Black-beard, in one of his favage Humours, after the 

following Manner. One Night drinking in his 

Cabin with Hands , the Pilot, and another Man, 
Black-beard , without any Provocation, privately 
draws out a fmall Pair of Piftols, and cocks them un- 
der the Table, which being perceived by the Man, 
he withdrew and went upon Deck, leaving Hands , 
the Pilot, and the Captain together. When the Pi- 
ftols were ready, he blew out the Candle, and, crof- 
fing his Hands, difeharged them at his Company ; 
Hands , the Mafter, was fhot thro' the Knee, and 
lam’d for Life ; the other Piftol did no Execution. 

Being ask'd the meaning of this, he only an- 

fwered, by damning them, that if he did not now 
and then kill one of than, they would forgot who he 
was. 

Hands being taken, he was try'd and condemned ; 
but juft as he was about to be executed, a Ship ar- 
rived at Virginia , with a Proclamation for prolong- 
ing the Time of his Majefty’s Pardon, to fuch of 
the Pirates as fhould furrender by a limited Time 
therein exprefted : Notwithftanding the Sentence, 
Hands pleaded the Pardon, and was allowed the Be- 
nefit of it. He was alive a few Years ago in Lon - 
don, where he begged his Bread. 

Now that we have given fome Account of Teach' % 


of j 

Life and Actions, it will not be amifs that we 
fpeak of his Beard, fince it did not little contri-| 
bute towards making his Name lb terrible in thoie 
Parts. 

Plutarch , and other grave Hiftorians, have taken 
Notice, that feveral great Men amongft the Romans', 
took their Sir-Names from certain odd Marks in 
their Countenances ; as Cicero, from a Mark of a 
Vetch on his Nofe : So cur Heroe, Captain Teach, 
afTumed the Cognomen of Black-Beard, from that 
large Quantity of Hair, which, like a frightful Me- 
teor, covered his whole Face, and frightned Asnerica 
more than any Comet that has appeared there a long 1 
Time. 

This Beard was black, which he fuftered to growte 
an extravagant Length; as to the Breadth, it came up 
to his Eyes ; he was accuftomed to twift it with Rib- 
bons, in fmall Tails, after the Manner of our Rnmi- 
lies Wigs, and turn them about his Ears : In Timt 
of Atftion, he wore a Sling over his Shoulders, with 
three brace of Piftols, hanging in Holfters like Ban- 
daliers : He ftuck lighted Matches under his Hat. 
which appearing on each Side of his Face, and hi: 
Eyes naturally looking fierce and wild, made him al 
together fuch a Figure, that Imagination can no 
form an Idea of a Fury from Hell, to look mon 
frightful. 

If he had the Look of a Fury, his Humours am 
Paftions were fui table to it ; we fhall reLre two 0 
three more of his Extravagancies, which we omittei 
in the Body of his IliftOry, by which it will appear 
to what a Pitch of Wickedneft human Nature ma- 1 
arrive, if it’s Paftions are not checked. 

In. the Commonwealth of Pirates, he who goe I 
the greateft Length of Wickednefs, is looked upo I 
with a kind of Envy amongft them, as a Perfon of I 
more extraordinary Gallantry ; he is therefore entitle* J 
to be diftinguilhed by fome Poft, and, if fuch a on 
has but Courage, he mull certainly be a great Manl 
The Hero of whom we are writing was thorough!] 
accompliftied this Way, and fome of his Frolicks c 1 
Wickednefs were as extravagant, as if he aim’d a I 
making his Men believe he was a Devil incarnate < 
Being one Day at Sea, and a little fluihed witJ 

Drink : Come, fays he, let us make a Hell of ou 1 

own, and try how long we can bear it. According! 
he, with two or three others, went down into th 
Hold, and, clofing up all the Hatches, fill’d feveral 
Pots full ofBrimftone, and other combuftible Matter 
then they fet it on Fire, and fo continu’d till the; 
were almoft fufFocated, when fome of the Men crier 
out for Air: At length, he open’d the Hatches, no 
a little pleas’d that he held out the longeft. 

The Night before he was kill’d, he fat up ant 
drank till the Morning, with fome of his own Men 
ami the Mafter of a Merchant- Man ; noiwithftandinj 
his having had Intelligence of the two S.oops coining 
to attack him, as has been before obferv’d. It \va 
then that one of his Men afk’d him, in cafe an ) 1 
Thing fhould happen to him in the Engagement wit if 
the Sloops, whether his Wife knew where he had bu- 
ried his Money ? Heanfwer’d, That no Body but him- 
f elf and the Devil knew where it was , and the lovgej. 
Liver jhould take all . 

Thofe of his Crew who were taken alive, told £ 
Story which may appear a little incredible ; howe- 
ver, we think it will not be fair to omit it, fince \vc 
had it from their own Mouths : That once, upon s' 
Cruize, they found out that they had a Man or 
board more than their Crew ; fuch a one was feen fe- 
veral Days amongft them, fometimes below, and 
fometimes upon Deck, yet no Man in the Ship could 
give any Account who he was, or from whence he 
came ; but that he difiippear’d a little before they 

'were 
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I /ere call away in their great Ship, and, it Teems, 
ley verily believ’d it was the Devil. 

One would think thefe Things fhould have in- 
uc’d them to reform their Lives ; but being To many 

I .e probates of them together, they encourag’d and 
j >irited one another up in their Wickednefs, to which 

1 continual Courfe of Drinking did not a little con- 
iiibute. In Black-Beard's Journal, which was taken, 
Biere were feveral Memorandums of the following 

I I ature, all writ with his own Hand : Such a 

|y^-, Bum all out : Our Company fomewhat fo- 

I r : A damn'd Confujion among}! us! ■■■ 

■jgues a plotting', Great Talk of Separation . 

I lock'd ' jbarp for a Prize ; — Such a Day took 
with a great deal of Liquor on hoard ; fo kept 
* Company hot , damn rt hot, then all Things went 
?ll again . 

Thus it was thefe Wretches pafs’d their Lives, 
th very little Pleafure or Satisfaction, in the Pof- 
Hon of what they violently took away from others, 
j fure to pay for it at laft, by an ignominious 

r ath. 

le Names of the Pirates kill’d in the Engagement, 
are as follow : 

I Edward Teach , Commander. 

, Philip Morton , Gunner, 

[ larrat Gibbens , Boatfwain. 

liven Roberts, Carpenter. 

I T bomas Miller , Quarter-Mafter. 


John Hujk , 

Jofcpb Curtice , 
Jofeph Brooks ( I } 
Nath. Jackfon . 


All the reft were wounded, and, except the two laft, 
afterwards bang’d in Virghiia. 

John Carves, Jofeph Philips , 

Jofeph Brooks (.2 } James Robbins , 

James Blake , John Martin, 

John Gills , Edward Salter , 

Thomas Gates , Stephen Daniel , 

James H'hitt, Richard Greenfail , 

Richard Stiles , Ifrael Hands , pardon'd. 

Ccvfar, Samuel Odell, acquitted. 


There were in the Pirate Sloops, and a-fhore in a 
Tent near where the Sloops lay, 25 Hogfheads of 
Sugar, it Tierces, and 145 Bags of Cocoa, a Barrel 
of Indigo, and a Bale of Cotton ; all which, with 
what was taken from the Governor and Secretary, 
and the Sale of the Sloop, came to 2500/. befides 
the Rewards paid by the Governor of Virginia , pur- 
fuant to his Proclamation. The whole was divided 
among the Companies of the two Ships, the Lime 
and the Pearl , that lay in James River ; the brave 
Fellows that took them coming in for no more than 
their Dividend amongll the reft, and it was a long 
Time before even that was paid. 


he LIFE of Captain EDWARD ENGLAND. 
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Dward England went Mate of a Sloop, that 
^ failed out of Jamaica, and was taken by Cap- 
T-A tain IVinter , a Pirate, jull before their Settle- 
.it at Providence \ from which Ifhnd England had 
awards the Command of a Sloop in the fame lau- 
le Employment : It is furprizing that Men of good 
derftanding fhould engage in a Courfe of Life, that 
nuch debafes human Nature, and fets them upon 
evel with the wild Beads of the Foreft, who live 
prey upon their weaker Fellow Creatures : A 
me fo enormous ! That it includes almofl all o- 
rs, as Murder, Rapine, Theft, Ingratitude, &c. 
tho’ they make thefe Vices familiar to them by 
r daily Brattice, yet thefe Men are fo inconfiflent 
h themfelves, that a Reflection made upon their 
nour, their Juftice or their Courage, is looked 
n as an Offence that ought to bepumihed with the 

- of him that commits it : England was one of 
e Men, who feemed to have fuch a Share of Rea- 

- as fhould have taught him much better Things, 
had a great deal of good Nature, and did not 

it for Courage ; he was not avaricious, and always 
fe to the ill Ufage Prifoners received: He would 
-been contented with moderate Plunder, and lefs 
:hievous Pranks, could his Companions have 

I brought to the fame Temper ; but he was ge- 
lly over-rul’d, and, as lie was engag’d in that 
finable Soeiety, he was oblig’d to be a Partner 

II their vile Attions, in fpitc of his natural Indi- 
ans. 


Captain England fail'd to the Coafl of Africa, af- 
ter the Ifland of Providence was fettled by the Bng- 
lijh Government, and the Pirates had furrendered to 
his Majefty’s Proclamation : Here he took feveral 
Ships and Veffels, particularly the Cadogan jSnow be,- 
longing to Brifol , at Sierraleone , one Skinner Mailer, 
who was inhumanly murthered by fome of Eng- 
land's Crew, that had . lately been his own Men, and 
ferved in the faid Veflel. It feems fome Quarrel had 
happened between them, fo that Skinner thought 
fit to remove thefe Fellows on Board of a Man 
of War, and at the fame Time 'refufed them 
their Wages ; not long after they found Means tp 
defert that Service, and, fhipping themfelves aboard 
a Sloop in the If 'eft -Indies, were taken by a Pirate, 
and brought to Providence , whence they failed up- 
on the lame Account along with Captain Eng- 
land; 

As loon as Skinner had Aruck to the .Pirate, he 
was ordered to come on Board in his Boat, which 
he did, and the Perfon that he flrft call his Eye upon, 
-proved to be his old Boatfwain, who flar’d him in 
-the Face like his evil Genius, and accoflcd him in 
this Manner. — Ah, Captain Skinner ! Is it you ? 
The only Man I wijhed to fee 5 I am much in your 
Debt , and now I Jhall pay gytnt all in your own 
Coin. 

The poor Man trembled every Joint, when he 
found into what Company he had fallen, and 
dreaded the Event, as he had Reafon enough fo to 

^ do 5 
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do : for the Boatfwain immediately called to his Con- 
forts, laid hold of the Captain, and made him fall 
to the Windlefs, where they pelted him with Glafs 
Bottles, till they cut him in a fad Manner : After 
this, they whipp’d him about the Deck, till they 
Were weary, being deaf to' all his Prayers and Jntrea- 
ties j and, at lall, becaufe he had been a good Matter 
to his Men, they faid, he fhould have an eafy Dfeath, 
and fo they fhot him thro’ the Head. .They took 
fome few Things out of the Snow, but gave the Vef- 
fel and all her Cargo to Howel Davis the Mate and 
the rett of the Crew, as will be hereafter mentioned 
in the Life of Captain Davis . 

Captain England took a Ship called the Pearl , 
Captain Tyzard Commander, for which he exchanged 
his own Sloop, fitted her up for the pyratical Ac- 
count, and new chrittened her by the Name of the 
Royal James . With her he took feveral Ships and 
Vefiels of different Nations, at the Azores and Cape 
de V ?rd IJlands . 

In the Spring 1719, the Rovers returned to 
Africa , and beginning at the River Gambia , failed 
all down the Coatt ; between that River and Cape 
Corfo , they took the following Ships and Vef- 
fels. 

The Eagle Pink, Captain Rickets Commander, 
belonging to Cork , taken the 25th of March y having 
6 Guns and 17 Men on Board, feven of whom turned 
Pirates. * 

The Charlotte , Captain Oldfon of London , taken 
May the 26th, having 8 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 
13 of whom turned Pirates. 

The Sarah, Captain Stunt , of London , taken the 
27th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on Board, 
3 of whom turned Pirates. 

The Bentvjorth , Captain Gardener , of Briftol , ta- 
ken the 27th of May, having 1 2 Guns and 30 Men on 
Board, 12 of whom turned Pirates. 

The Buck Sloop, Captain Stlvefter , of Gambia, 
taken the 27th of May , having 2 Guns and only i 
Men on Board, who both turned Pirates. 

The Carteret , Captain Snow, of London , taken 
the 28th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on 
Board, 5 of whom turned Pirates. 

The Mercury , Captain Maggot , of London , taken 
the 29th of May, having 4 Guns and 18 Men on 
Board, 5 of whom turned Pirates. 

The Coward Galley, Captain Creed, of London , 
taken the 17th of June, having 2 Guns and 13 Men 
on Board, 4 of whom turned Pirates. 

The Elizabeth and Katharine , Captain Bridge 
of Barbadoes , taken June the 27th, having 6 Guns 
and 14 Men on Board, 4 of whom turned Pi- 
rates. 

The Eagle Pink being bound to Jamaica , the 
Sarah to Virginia , and the Buck to Maryland, they 
let them go ; but the Charlotte , the Bent worth , the 
Carteret , and the Coward Galley, they burnt: The 
Mercury , and the Elizabeth and Katherine , were fit- 
ted up* for Pirate Ships ; the former was new nam’d 
£>ueen Anne y s Revenge, and commanded by one Lane ; 
and the other was called the Flying King, of which 
Robert Sample was appointed Captain. Thefe two 
left England upon the Coatt, and failed to the Weft* 
Indies , where they took fome Prkes, cleaned, and 
failed to Brafil in November ; they took feveral Por- 
tuguefe Ships there, and did a great Deal of Mifchief, 
but in the height of their Undertakings, a Portuguefe 
Man of War, which was an excellent Sailor, came a 
very unwelcome Gueft to them, and gave them Chace. 
The Queen Anne's Revenge got off, but was loft a 
little while after upon that Coatt ; and the Flying 
King , giving herfelf over for loft, ran afhore : There 
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were then 70 Menon Board, 12 of whom were killed 
and the rett taken Prisoners; the Portuguefe hangev 
38 of thefe, of which 32 weie Englijh, three Dutch 
two French, and one of their own Nation. 

England , in going down the Coatt, took the Pe 
terborough Galley of Briftol, Captain Ovsen, and tl: 

/ i doty, Captain Ridout ; the former they detainee 
but plundered the latter, and let her go. Jn Cap 
Corfo Road, they faw two Sail at Anchor, but befoi 1 
they could reach them, they Hipp’d their Cables, an 
got clofe under Cape Corfo Caftle ; thefe were tl 
Why dab. Captain Prince, and the John , Captain R 
der : The Pirates, upon this, made a lire Ship of 
\ ettel they had lately taken, and attempted to bu 
them, as tho’ they had been a common Enemy, whit 
if they had effected, they could not have been 01 
Farthing the better for it ; but the Cattle firing warm 
upon them, they withdrew, and failed dow n to IVh m 
dab Road, where they found another Pirate, 0 
Captain la Bouche, who, having got thither befc 
England arrived, Jiad foreftali’d the Market, a 1 
greatly difappointed his Brethren. 

Captain England, after this Baulk, went intc 
Harbour, clean’d his own Ship, and fitted up 1 
Peterborough, which he called the Viflory ; Th I 
liv’d there very wantonly for feveral Weeks, m; 
ing very free with the Negroe Women, and co I 
mitting fuch outragious Ads, that they came to I 
open Rupture with the Natives, feveral of wh | 
they killed, and one of their Towns they fet 1 - 
Fire. 

When the Pitates came out to Sea, they put ilf 
a Vote what Voyage to take, and the Majority ( 
rying it for the Eaft- Indies, they fhap’d their Cot 
accordingly, and arrived at Madagafcar, at the 
ginning of the Year 1720. They ttaid noth) 
there, but, after taking in Water and Provifu 
fail’d for the Coatt of Malabar, which is a 
fruitful Country in the Eaft-Indies, in the Empire 
the Mogul , but immediately fubject to its own P 
ces : Jt reaches from the Coatt of Canara to C 
Camorin, which is between 7 D. 30, and 12 N(| 
Latitude, and in about 75 Faft Longitude, coumi 
from the Meridian of London. The old Natives 
Pagans, but there are a great Number of Mahome; 
inhabiting among them, who are Merchants, and 
nerally rich. On the fame Coatt, but in a Prov 
to the Northward, lies Goa, Curat, and Bomi 
where the hnglijb, Dutch, and Portuguefe have . 
dements. 

Hither our Pirates came, having made a TouMj 
naif the Globe, going about like roaring Lions, yB; 
ing whom they might devour, as the PfaTmift fays® 
the Devils. They took feveral Country Ships, lB^ 
is, Indian Veftels, and one European, a Dutch : 
fel, which they exchanged for one of their own, d 
then came back to Madagafcar. 

They fent feveral of their Hands on Shore, \ M ^ 
Tents, Powder, and Shot, to kill Hogs, Venil® 
and fuch other frefh Provifions as the Jiland afford 
and a Whim came into their Heads to feek oudr 
the Remains of Avery' s Crew, whom they kw 

to be fettled fomewhere in the Jfiand. A coll 

ingly, fome of them travelled feveral Days Jouri^, , l; 
without getting any Intelligence of them ; an (m% 
they were forced to return with the Lofs of their a- 
bour; for thefe Men were fettled quite on the o?r # i 
Side of the Ittand, as has been taken Notice of inie 
Life of Avery. 

They ttaid not long here, after they had cle< di > 
their Ships, bnt failing to Juanita , they met 
Englijh , and one Oft end Ship, all India Men, cor 1 g 
out of that Harbour; one of which, after a dee- 
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tite Refiflatice, they took : The Particulars of this 4 fecond time from boarding us. Here we had a 

\&ion are at length related in the following Letter, 4 more violent Engagement than before, All my 

/rote by the Captain from Bombay . ‘ Officers, and molt of my Men, behaved with un- 

expected Courage ; and as we had a confiderable 
. ‘ Advantage by having a Broadfide to his Bow, we 

\LeTTER from Captain Mac - ‘ ^id him S reat Damage, lb that had Captain Kir- 

. , , 71 7 r -XT * h come Jn tJien > J believe we fhould have taken 

kra> dated at Bombay , JSOVem- 4 both the Yeffels, for we had one of them fare ? 
1 s 4 but the other Pirate (who was dill firing at us) 

UCi IOj 1 ^ 2 . 0 . 4 feeing the Greenwich did not offer to affiit us, he 

4 fupplied his Confort with three Boats full of frefh 
TT7E arnived the 25th of July lad, in Com- 4 Men. About Five in the Evening, the Greemvich 
f V r pany with the Greenwich , at Jttanna , an 4 flood clear away to Sea, leaving us Aruggling hard 
Ifland not far from Madagafcar : Putting in there 4 for Life, in the very Jaws of Death ; which the 
to refrelh our Men, we found fourteen Pirates, 4 other Pirate, that was a-float, feeing, got a-warp 
that came in their Cauoes from the Mayotta , 4 out, and was hauling under our Stern ; By this 

ivhere the Pirate Ship to which they belonged, 4 time many of my Men being killed and wounded, 
j viz. the Indian Queen, two hundred and fifty Tons, 4 and no Hopes left us of efcaping being all mur- 
wenty eight Guns, and ninety Men, commanded 4 dered by enraged barbarous Conquerors, I order’d 
j ry Captain Oliver de la Bouche , bound from the 4 all that could, to get into the Long-Boat, under 

I Guinea Coad to the Eafl-Indies , had been bulged 4 the Cover of the Smoak of our Guns; lo that 

• nd lofl. They faid they left the Captain and 40 4 with what fome did in Boats, and others by fwim- 

I I »f their Men, building a new Veftel to proceed 4 ing, mofl of us that were able got a-fhore by 
4 n their wicked Defign. Captain Kirby and I, 4 feven o’Clock. When the Pirates came a-board, 

Concluded it might be of great Service to the * they cut three of Our wounded Men to Pieces. I, 
r 'ajl- India Company to dedroy fuch a Nefl of * with a few of my People, made what hade I could 
4 .ogues, were ready to fail for that Purpofe on 4 to the King s-Fown, twenty five Miles from us, 
W ie 17th of Augujl, about eight o’Clock in the 4 where I arrived next Day, almofl dead with the 
4 lorning, when we difeovered two Pirate Ships 4 Fatigue and Iofs of Blood, having been forely 
If ending into the Bay Juanna, one of the thirty * wounded in the Head by a Mulket-BalL 
Ifbur, and the other of thirty Guns. I immediate- * At this Town I heard, chat the Pirates had of- 

■ went on Board the Greenwich, where they feem- * fered ten thoufand Dollars to the Country People 

B 1 very diligent in Preparations for an Engagement, 4 to bring me in, which many of them would have 

f id I left Captain Kirby with mutual Promifes 4 accepted, only they knew the King and all his chief 
I * flanding by each other. I then unmoored, got * People were in my Interefl, Mean Time, I cau- 
I ider Sail, and brought two Boats a-head to row 4 fed a Report to be fpread, that I was dead of my 

• e clofe to the Greenwich ; but he, being open 4 Wounds, which much abated their Fury. About 

ft a Valley and a Breeze, made the belt of his 4 ten Days after, being pretty well recovered, and 

I r ay from me ; which an Oftender in our Com- 4 hoping the Malice of our Enemies was nigh over, 

liny, of 22 Guns, feeing, did the fame, tho’ the 4 I began to confider the difmal Condition we were 

l aptain had promifed heartily to engage with us, 4 reduced to ; being in a Place where we had no 
1 id I believe would have been as good as his * Hopes of getting a Pafiage home, all of us in a 

i ; ord, if Captain Kirby had kept his. About half 4 manner naked, rot having had Time to get off 

Si hour after Twelve, I called feveral Times to the * another Shirt, or a Pair of Shoes, than what we 
§ reenwich to bear down to our Affiflance, and 4 had on. 

f|:’d Shot at him, but to no Purpofe. For tho’ 4 Having obtained Leave to go on Board the 

fje did not doubt but he would join us, becaufe 4 Pirates, and gotten a Promife of Safety, feveral 
4 hen he got about a League from us, he brought 4 of the Chief of them knew me, and fome of them 

■ is Ship to, and looked on, yet both he and the 4 had failed with me, which I found to be of great 
V Render bafely deferted us, and left us engag’d 4 Advantage ; becaufe, notwithdanding their Pro- 
‘ ith barbarous and inhuman Enemies, with their 4 mife, fome of them would have cut me, and all 
1 lack and bloody Flags hanging over us, without 4 that would not enter with them, to Pieces, had 
4 le leafl Appearance of ever eicaping but to be 4 it not been for the chief Captain, Edward Eng- 

• it to Pieces. But God, in his good Providence, 4 land, and fome others whom I knew. They talk- 
4 etermined otherwife ; for, notwithflanding their 4 ed of burning one of their Ships, which we had lo 
4 Jperiority, we engag’d ’em both about three 4 intirely difabled, as to be no farther ufeful to 
‘[ours; during which Time, the biggeit of them 4 them, and to fit the Cajfandra in her room ; but 
4 :ceived fome Shot betwixt Wind and Water, which 4 in the End I managed the Affair fo well, that 
4 \ade her keep off a little to flop her Leaks. The 4 they made me a Preient of the faid fhattered Ship, 

4 rher endeavoured all fhe could to board us, by 4 which was Dutch built, and called the Fancy ; her 
IP wing with her Oars, being within half a Ship’s 4 Burden was about three hundred Tons: I pro- 
length of us above an Hour; but by good For- 4 cured alfo a hundred and twenty nine Bales of tne 
Vine we fhot all her Oars to Pieces, which pre- 4 Company’s Cloth, tho’ they would not give me 
‘pnted them, and by confequence faved our Lives. 4 a Rag of my own Cloaths. 

About four o’Clock, mod of the Officers and 4 They failed the 3d of September ; and I, with 
Ien pofled on the Quarter-Deck being kill’d and 4 Jury-Mafls, and fuch old Sails as they left me, 

4 ounded, the larged Ship making up to us with 4 made a fhift to do the like on the Sth, togetner 

I 'iligence, being dill within a Cable’s Length of us 4 with 43 of my Ship’s Crew, including two Fat- 
ten giving us a Broadfide; there being now no 4 fengers and 12 Soldiers ; having no more than five 
:>pes of Capt. Kirby's coming to our Affidance, 4 Tons of Water aboard. After a Paffage of forty 
4 i!e endeavoured to run a fhoar ; and tho’ we drew 4 eight Days, I arrived here on the 26th of Oc- 
* 'Ur foot of Water more than the Pirate, it pleafed 4 tober, almofl naked andflarved, having been ri^i- 
‘ od that he duck fad on a higher Ground than 4 ced to a pint of Water a Day, and almofl ind-Trair 
‘ e happily fell in with; fo was difiappointed a 4 of ever feeing Land, by Reafon of the Calms we 
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4 met with between the Coaft of Arabia and Ma- 
4 l near. ' ■ — We had in all thirteen Men killed, and 
' twenty four wounded ; and we were told, that we 
‘ had deftroyed about ninety or a hundred of the 

* Pirates. When they left us, they were about 300 

* Whites, and So Blacks, in both Ships. I am 
< perfuaded, had our Confort the Greenwich done 
‘ Jiis Duty, we had deftroyed both of them, and 
c got two hundred thoufand Pounds for our Owners 

* and felves ; whereas the Lofs of the Caffandra may 
c juftly be imputed to his deferting us. I have de- 
‘ livered all the Bales that were given me into the 

* Company’s Warehoufe, for which the Governor 

* and Council have ordered me a Reward. Our 
4 Governor, Mr. Boon , who is extreme kind and 

* civil to me, had ordered me home with this 
4 Pncquet ; but Captain Harvey, who had a prior 

* Promife, being come in with the Fleet, goes in 
4 my room. The Governor hath promis’d me a 
4 Country Voyage to help to make up my Lodes, 
4 and would have me ftay, and accompany him to 
‘ England next Year. 

Captain Mackra certainly run a great Hazard, in 
going aboard the Pirate, and began quickly to re- 
pent his Credulity ; for though they had promifed, 
that no Injury fhould be done to his Perfon, he found 
their Words were not to be trulled ; and it may be 
fuppofed, that nothing but the defperate Circum- 
Itances he imagined himfelf to be in, could have 
prevailed upon him to fling himfelf and Company 
into their Hands : Perhaps he did not know how 
firmly the Natives of that Ifiand were attach’d to 
the EngUJh Nation ; for about 20 Years ago. Cap- 
tain Cornwall, Commodore of an EngUJh Squadron, 
aflilled them againft another Ifiand called Mohilla , 
for which they have ever fince communicated all 
the grateful Offices in their Power ; infomuch that 
it became a Proverb, That an Englifhman, and a 
Juanna Man were all one. 

England was inclined to favour Captain Mackra ; 
but he was fo free as to let him know, that his In- 
tereft was declining amonglt them ; and that the 
Pirates were fo provoked at the Refiftance he made 
againft them, that he was afraid he fhould hardly 
be able to proteft him : He therefore advifed him to 
footh up and manage the Temper of Captain Tay- 
lor , a Fellow of a mo ft barbarous Nature, who was 
become a Favourite among!! them, for no other Rea- 
fon than becaufe he was a greater Brute than the reft. 
Mackra did what he could to foften this Beall, and 
ply’d him with warm Punch, notwithllanding which, 
they were in a Tumult whether they ihould make 
an End of him, or no, when an Accident happen’d 
which turn’d to the Favour of the unfortunate Cap- 
tain ; a Fellow with a terrible pair of Whiskers, and 
a wooden Leg, being ftuck round with Piflols, like 
the Man in the Almanack with Darts, comes fwear- 
ing and vapouring upon the Quarter-Deck, and afks, 
in a damning Manner, which was Captain Mackra : 
The Captain expected no lefs than that this Fellow 

would be his Executioner ; but when he came 

near him, he took him by the Hand, fvvearing. Damn 
him he was glad to fee him ; and Jbew me the Man , 
fays he, that offers to hurt Captain Mackra, for 
Til Jland by him ; and fo with many Oaths he told 
him, he was an honejl Fellow, and that he had for- 
merly JaUd with him . 

This put an End to the Difpute, and Captain 
Taylor was fo mellow’d with the Punch, that he 
confented that the old Pirate Ship, and fo many 
Bales of Cloth, fhould be given to Captain Mac- 
kra, and fo he fell afleep. England advifed Captain 
Mackra , to get off with all Expedition, leal! when 


the Beak Ihould awake, he might repent his Gc 
nerofity : Which Advice was fojlowed by the Cap 


tain. 


Captain England he having fided fo much to Cap 
tain Mackra" s JnterefI, was a Means of making hii 
many Enemies among the Crew ; they thinking fuc 
good Ufage inconftftent with their Polity, bccaufe 
looked like procuring Favour at the Aggravation < 
their Crimes ; therefore, upon an Imagination or Ri 
port, foon after raifed that Captain Mackra was h 
ting out againll them, with the Company’s Fore 
England was pulled out of his Government, and m; 
roon’d, with three more, on the Ifiand of Maurith 
An Klmd, indeed, not to be complained of, h; 
they accumulated any Wealth by their Villainie 
they would have afforded fome future comfortak 
Prolpedk, for it abounds with Fiffi, Deer, Hogs, ai 
other f left]. Sir Thomas Herbert fays, the Shores a 
flocked with Coral and Ambergreafe ; but I belie J 
the Dutch had not deferted it, had there been mu« 
of thefe Commodities to have been found. It was 
1722, refettled by the French , who have a Fort 
another neighbouring Ifiand, called Don Mafcari. | 
which is touened at for Water, Wood, and Retie 
ments, by French Ships bound to, or from India ; 
St. Helena and Cape Bon Efperance, are by us a 
the Dutch. From this Place, Captain England ? 
his Companions, having made a little Boat of Sta 
and old Pieces of Deal left there, went over to Ma * I 
gafear, where they fubfilt at prefen t on the Char 
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of fome of their Brethren, who had made better P 
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vifion for themfelves, that they had done. 

The Pirares detained foyie Officers and Men 
longing to Captain Mackra , and having repaired 
Damages received in their Rigging, they failed 
India. The Day before they made Land, they 
two Ships to the Eallward, who, at ffift Sight, t 
took to be EngUJh , and thereupon ordered one 
the Prifoners, who had been an Officer with Capi 
Mackra, to tell them the private Signals between 
Company’s Ships, the Captain fwearing he wc 
cut him in pound Pieces, if he did not do it imi 
diately ; but the poor Man being unable, was foi 
to bear their Scurrility, till they came up with 
Veffels, and found they were two Moor Ships fr 
Mujcat, loaded with Horfes : They brought the C 
tains of them, and the Merchants, on Board, tor 
ing them, and rifling the Ships, in order to difee 
their Riches, as believing they came from Mm - 
but being baulked in their Expectation, and 1 
Morning feeing Land, and at the fame Time a F 
in Shore plying to Windward, they were puzzled 
to difpofe of them : To let them go, was to difeer /, 
and ruin the Voyage, and it was cruel to fink c 
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Men and Horfes with the Ships, tho’ many of tlW 
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were inclined to do it, therefore, as a Medium, t 
brought them to an Anchor, threw ail their 
over-board, and cut one of the Ships Mails 


i' 
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through. 
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Wiiile they lay at an Anchor, and were all c . 
next Day employ’d in taking out Water, one of e 
afore-mentioned Fleet bore towards them with i l-» 
lijh Colours, and was anfwered with a red En 
from the Pirates, but they did not fpeak with one;j|H 
ther. At Night they left the Mufcat Ships, U'eigl • 


with the Sea Wind, and flood to the Noithwarc 


ter this Fleet : About four next Morning, jufps 
they were getting under fail with the Land 
the Pirates came amongft them, made no flop, pc 
fir’d their great and Imall Guns very brifkly, flk 
they got thro’: As Day- Light cleared, they o 
in a great Conilernation in their Minds, havinpUi^ 
along taken them for Angria " s Fleet: What tc o Y 
vva-s now the Point, to difpute whether to run or If- 
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their Governor Boon's Orders to engage ; and befides, 
that they did not come out with fucJi a Defign. Their 
miifing this favourable Opportunity of deftru/ing the 
Pirates, angered the Governor lb, that he transferred 
the Command of the Fleet to Captain Mackra , who 
had Orders immediately to purlue and engage, 
wherever he met them. 

The Viceroy of Goa , nffifted by the EngUjh Com- 
pany’s Fleet from Bombay , after this, engaged for the 
Reduction of CaZIaba , Angria's principal Place, and 
to that Purpofe landed 8 or looco Men the next 
Year, the EngUjh Squadron of Men of War being 
then in thole Seas ; but having viewed the Fortifica- 
tion well, and expended fome of their Army by Sick- 
nefs, and the Fatigues of a Camp, he carefully with- 
drew again. 

We return to the Pirates, who, after they had fent 
away the Gallivats People, were rcfolved to cruize to 
the Southward : The next Day, between Goa and 
Carwar, they heard feveral Guns, which brought 
them to an Anchor, and they fent their Boat on the 
Scent, who returned about two in the Morning, and 
brought Word of two Grabs lying at Anchor in the 
Road. . They weighed and ran towards the Bay, nil 
Day-Light, gave the Grabs Sight of them ; and there 
was but juft l ime enough to get under India Diva 
Caftle, out of their Reach. This difplealed the Pi- 
rates the more, in that they wanted Water ; Some of 
them were for making a Defcent that Night, and tak- 
ing the Ifland, but it not being approved of by the 
Majority, they proceeded to the Southward, and took 
next in their Way a fmall Ship, out of Onnore Rond, 
with only a Dutch Man and two Portuguese on Board. 
They^ fent one of thefe on Shore to the Captain, to 
acquaint him, that if he would fupply them with fome 
Water, and frelh Provifions, he ihould have his Ship 
again ; and the Mafter returned for anfvver, by his 
Mat z Frank Harmlefs , that if they would deliver him 
Pofleftion over the Barr, he would comply with their 
Requeft. This Propofal the Mate thought was collu- 
sive, and the Pirates rather jump’d into Hannlefs's 
Opinion, who very honeftly entered with them, and 
relolved to feek Water at the Laccadeva Iflands : So 
having fent the other Perfons on Shore, with Threats 
Angria, is a famous Indian Pirate, mafter of con- that he fhould be the Jail Man they would give Quar- 
erable Strength and large Territories, that gives ter to, by reafon of this uncivil Ufage, they put di- 
ntinual Difturbance to the European Trade, and redly for the Iflands, and arrived there in three Days. 
3ecially to the Englijh : His chief Hold is Callaba , Here, being informed by a Menchew, they took 
t many Leagues from Bombay , and he has one with the Governor of Canwar s Pafs, that there was 
and in Sight of that Port, whereby he gains fre- no Anchor-Ground among them, and Melinda being 
ent Opportunities of annoying the Company. It the next convenient I Hand, they fent their Boats on 

Shore, to fee if there was any Water, and whether 
it was inhabited or not. The Boats returned with an 
Anfwer to their Satisfaction, viz. that there was 
abundance of good Water, and many Houfes, all 
deferted by the Men, who had fled to the neighbour- 
ing Iflands on the Approach of Ships, and left only 
the Women and Children to guard one another. 
The Women they forced in a barbarous Manner to 
their Lulls, and, to requite them, deftroyed their 
Cocoa-Trees, and Fred feveral of their Houfes and 
Churches, which we fuppofe were built by the Par- 
tugueze , who formerly uled to put in there in their 
Voyages to India . 

While they were at this Ifland, they loft three or 
four Anchors, by the Rockinefs of the Ground, and 
Frefhnefs of the Winds, and at laft were forced thence 
by a harder Gale than ordinary, leaving 70 People, 
Blacks and Whites, and moft of their Water-Calks. 

In ten Days they regained the Ifland again, filled their 
Water, and took the People on Board. 

Provifions were grown very fcarce, and they now 
refolved to vifit their good Friends the Dutch , at 
Cochin, who, if you will believe thefe Rogue?, never 

fail 


fuc? They were fenfible of their Inferiority of Strength, 
laving no more than 300 Men in both their Ships, 
ind 40 of thefe were Negroes ; befides, the Vi Story 
lad then four Pumps at Work, and muft inevitably 
)een loft before, had it not been for fome Hand- 
^umps, and feveral Pair of Standards brought out of 
he CaJJandra, to relieve and ftrengthen her. At 
aft, obferving the IndifFerency of the Fleet, they 
hofe rather to chafe than run ; and thought that the 
ieft Way to fave themfelves, was to play at Bull-beg- 
ar with the Enemy : So they came up with the Sea 
V'ind, about Gun-Shot to Leeward, the great Ships 
f the Fleet were a-head, and fome others a-ftern ; 
/hich latter they took for Fire-Veflels : Thofe a- 
ead gaining from them by cutting away their Boats, 
ley could do nothing more than continue their 
tourfe all Night. This they did, and found them 
ext Morning out of Sight, excepting a Ketch and 
nne few Gallivats, which are a fmall fort of Veflels 
imething like the Feluccas of the Mediterranean , and 
aifts like them, triangular Sails. They bore down, 
hich the Ketch perceiving, tranfported her People 
i Board a Gallivat, and let lire to her ; the other 
'oved too nimble, and made off*. The fame Day 
tey chafed another Gallivat and took her, being 
•mefrom Gogo with Cotton, and bound for Callicut. 
f thefe Men they enquired concerning the Fleet, 
ppofing they muft have been in it ; but they pro- 
fted they had not feen a Ship or Boat fince they left 
igOy and pleaded very earneftly for Favour ; never- 
elefs, the Pirates threw all their Cargo over-board, 
d fqueez’d their Joynts in a Vice, to extort Confef- 
n. The poor Wretches entirely ignorant of who 
what this Fleet fhould be, were oblig’d to fuftain 
is Torment ; and the next Day a frelh eafterly Wind 
ving fplit the Gallivats Sails, the Pirates put her 
)mpany into the Boat to fhift for themfelves, with 
thing but a Tryfail, no Provifions, and only four 
ailons of Water, (half of it Salt) and being then 
t of Sight of Land. 

For the better elucidating of this Story, it may be 
nvenient to inform the Reader, who Angria is, 
d what the Fleet were, that had fo feurvily beha- 
d themfelves. 


)uld not be fo infuperable a Difficulty to fupprefs 
n, if the Shallownefs of the Water didnotpre-* 
nt Ships of War coming nigh ; and if he had not 
better Art of bribing the Moguls Minifters 
* Protection, when he finds an Enemy too power- 

In the Year 1720, the Bombay Fleet, confifting of 
ir Grabs, which are Ships built in India by the 
mipany, with three Malls, a Prow like a Row- 
flley, inftead of a Boltfprit, and of about 150 Tons 
rden, officered and armed like a Man of War, for 
fence and Protection of the Trade, affifted by the 
ndon, the Candohy and two other Ships, with Gal- 
ats, attempted to bombard and batter Gayra , a 
ort belonging to Angria , on the Malabar Coaft. 
Tides their proper Complement, they carried down 
houfand Men for this Enterprise. This was the 
:et that our Pirates fell in with, who were now re- 
tting to Bombay , without any Succefs in what they 
1 undertaken. Captain Upton , Commodore of 
t Fleet, upon Sight of the Rovers, prudently ob- 
ted to Mr. Brown, the General, That the Ships 
re not to be hazarded, fince they failed without 
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fail of fupplying Gentlemen of their Profeffion. Af- 
ter three Days fail, they arrived off Tellechery , and 
took a final 1 VelTel belonging to Governor Adams, 
John Tawke, Matter, whom they brought on Board 
very drunk. This Man giving them an Account of 
Captain Mackras fitting out, it put them into a 
Tempeft of Pattion : A Villain , faid they, that we 
have treated Jo civilly , as to give him a Ship and 
other Prcfents, and now to come armed againjl its ; he 
ought to be hanged . And Jince we cannot Jhew our Re- 
fentment on him , let us hang the Dogs his People , who 
wijh him welly and would do the fame, if they were 
clear. If it be in my Power, fays the Quarter-Ma- 
tter, both Mafiers and Officers of Ships / hall be carried 
with us, for the future , only to plague them. Now — 
d ~ — n England ; we may tha?:k him for this . 

Thence they proceeded to Calicut, where they en- 
deavoured to take a large Moorijh Ship out of the 
Road, but were prevented by lomeGuns mounted on 
Shore, and difeharged at them. Mr. Lafinby , who 
was one of Captain Mackra's Officers, and detained 
by them, was under the Deck at this Time, and 
commanded, both by the Captain and Quarter-Ma- 
tter of the Pirates, to tend the Braces on the Brooms, 
in Hopes, it was believed, that a Shot would take 
him before they got clear. When he would have ex- 
cufed himfelf, they threatened, on the Ieatt Negled, 
to (hoot him ; at which, the other beginning to ex- 
pottulate farther, and claim their Promife of putting 
him a-fhore, he got an unmerciful beating from the 
Quarter-Matter ; Captain Taylor , who was now 
SucceiTor to England, and whofe Priviledge it- was 
to ufe the Cudgel, being lame of his Hands, and 
unable. 

The next Day, in their PafTage down, they came 
up with a Dutch Galliot, bound for Calicut , with 
Lime-Stone, a-board of which they put Captain 
Tawke, and fent him away. At this Time, feveral 
of the People interceded for Lafnby, but in vain : 
For , fays Taylor and his Party, if we let this Dog go, 
who has heard our Defigns and Reflations , we over- 
fet all our well-advifed Projections, and particularly 
this Supply we are now feeking for , at the Hands of 
the Dutch. 

Jt was but one Day more before they arrived off 
* Cochin, where, by a Fittiing-Canoe, they fent a Let- 
ter on Shore ; and in the Afternoon, with the Sea- 
Breeze, ran into the Road and anchored, faluting 
the Fort with 1 1 Guns each Ship, and receiving the 
Return in an equal Number. This they look’d 
upon as a good Omen of the welcome Reception 
they afterwards found, for at Night there came on 
Board a large Boat, deeply laden with frefh Proviffons 
^and Liquors, and with it a Servant of a favourite In- 
habitant, called John Trumpet . He told them they 
mutt immediately weigh, and run farther to the 
Southward, where thev ttiould be fupplied with 
all Things they wanted, whether naval Stores, or 
Proviffons. 

They had not been long at Anchor again, before 
they had feveral Canoes on Board, with both black 
and white Inhabitants, who continued, without In- 
terruption, all good Offices, during their Stay. John 
Trumpet , in particular, brought a large Boat of Ar- 
rack, than which, nothing could be more pleaffng, as 
alfo 60 Bales of Sugar ; an Offering, it is prefumed, 
from the Governor and his Daughter, who, in Re- 
turn, had a ffne Table-Clock for fent himfelf, the 
Plunder of Captain Mackra's Ship, and a large Gold 
Watch for the Lady, Earnetts of the Pay they deffgned 
to make. 

When they had all on Board, they paid Mr. Trum- 
pet to his Satisfaction ; it was computed to the Sum 
of 6 or 7000 /. gave him three Cheers, 1 1 Guns each 


History of 

Ship, and throw ’d Ducatoons into his Boat by 
Handfuls, for the Boat-Men to fcramble for. 

That Night there being little Wind, they did not • 
weigh, and Trumpet, in the Morning, waked them 
to the Sight of more Arrack, Chetts of Piece-Goods, 
and ready-made Clothes, bringing the Fifcal of the 
Place alio with him. At Noon, while thofe were 
on Board, they faw a Sail to the Southward, which 
they weighed, and chaced after ; but ffic, having* 4 ^ 
good Offing, got to the Northward of them, and an- 
chor’d at a fmall Dittance from Cochin Fort : The 
afore-mention’d Gentlemen alluring the Pirates that 
they would not be moletted in taking her from un- 
der the Caftle, follicited before-hand for the buying 
her, and advifed them to Hand in, which they did 
boldly, to board her ; but when they came within 
a Cable’s Length or two of the Chace, now near 
Shore, the Fort tired two fmall Guns, whofe Shot 
falling nigh their Muzzles, they inffantly bore out 
of the Road, made an eafy Sail to the Southward, 
and anchored at Nighr in their former Birth where 
John Trumpet, to engage their Stay a little longer, 
informed them, that in a few Days, a very rich Ship 1 
was to pafs by, commanded by the General of Bom- 
bay's Brother. 

This Governor is an Emblem of foreign Power. 
What Inconvenience and Injury mutt the Matter’.* 
SubjcCls futtain, under one who can truckle to fuel 
treacherous and bale Means, as correfponding and 
trading with Pirates to enrich himfelf? Certainl) 
fuch a Man will ttick at no Injuttice to repair 0 
make a Fortune. He has the Argumentum bad l ha, 
always in his own Hands, and can convince, whei 
he pleafes, in half the Time of other Arguments 
that Fraud and Oppreffion is Law. That he im 
ploys Inftruments in fuch dirty Work, expreffes th 
Guilt and Shame, but no way mitigates the Crime 
John Trumpet was the Tool ; but, as the Dog fait 
in the Fable, on another Occaffon, l I’ hat is done b 
the Majler s Orders, is the Majler's Action. 

I cannot but retted, on this Occaffon, what a vil. 
Government Sancho Pancho had of it; he had ncl 
only fuch Perquijitics refunded, blit was really al 
moll ftarved ; the Vidtuals was taken from him al 
moll every Day, and only under a Pretence of pre M 
ferving his Excellency’s Health : But Government 
differ. JH fn 

From Cochin fome were for proceeding to Mada 1 « 
gafear diredtly ; others thought it proper to cruiz 
till they got a Store-Ship : Thefe latter being th 
Majority, they ply’d to the Southward ; and, aftt 
fome Days, faw a Ship in Shore, which being t k' 
Windward of them, they could not get nigh, till 
the Sea, Wind and Night favouring, they fepuratec 
one to the Northward, the other to the Southward 
thinking to enclofe her between : But, to their Attc 
nilhment, and contrary to Expedation, when Da | 
broke, inttead of the Chace, the/ found themfelvt I 
very near live Sail of tall Ships, who immediate! 
making a Signal for the Pirates to bear down, pi 
them in the utmott Confufion, particularly Taylor' I' 
Ship, beenufe their Conl'ort was at fo great a Dil 1 - 
tance from them, as at leaft three Leagues to th 
Southward. However, they flood to one anothei 1 * 
and joined, and then together made the bell of the 1- 
Way from the Fleet, which they judged to be coir 1 k,i 
manded by Captain Mackra, of whofe Courage hJ IV 
ving had Experience, they were glad to fhun any fat 
ther Proofs of it. 

In three Hours Chace, none of the fleet gait 
ing upon them, excepting one Grab, their dejedtc I 
Countenances cleared up again ; the more, in mat 
Calm fucceeded for the Remainder of that Day. 1 IV 
the Night, with the Laud Wind, they ran diredl 
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ff Shore, and found next Day, to their great Con- 
dition, that they had loll Sight of all the Fleet. 

Tnis Danger efcaped, they propofed to fpend 
ieii Chrijlma s, which was the Chrifimas of \Jzo, 

) Carouzing and Forgetfulneis ; and, accordingly, 
ley kept for three Days in a wanton and riotous 
/ay, not only eating, but wafting their frefh Pro- 
ifions in fo wretched and inconfiderable a Manner, 

- lit, when they had agreed after this to proceed to 
Mauritius, they were in that PafTage at an Allow- 
.ice of a Bottle of Water per Diem, and not above 
.vo Pounds of Beef, and a fmall Quantity of Rice, 
very Day, for ten Men. So that had it not been 
ir the leaky Ship, they mull molt of them have 
erifhed; but flie had a large Quantity of Arrack 
ad Sugar on Board. 

In this Condition they arrived at the Ifland of 
Mauritius, about the Middle of February, fheathed 
id re fitted the Vifiory, and, on the 5th of April, 
iled again/ leaving this terrible Infcription on one 
f the Walls : Left this Place the $th of April , to 
7 to Madagascar for Limes. This they did left any 
' 1 y Visits fhould be paid in their Abfence, as it of- 
■ ::: happens to Lawyers, and Men of Bufinefs : 
lowever, they did not fail dire&ly for Madagafcar, 
at the Ifland Mafcarine, where, luckily as R.ogues 
;uld wifh, they found at their Arrival, on the 8th, 
Portuguese Ship at Anchor, of 70 Guns, but moft 
f them thrown over-board, her Marts loft, and the 
hole Veflel fo much difabled by a violent Storm 
ley had met with in the Latitude of 13° South, 
lat fhe became a Prize to the Pirates, with very 
:tle or no Refiftance. A glorious Prize fhe w^s, 
deed, having the Conde de Ericeira, Viceroy of 
oa, who made that fruitlefs Expedition againft 
ngria, the Indian, and feveral other PafTengers on 
oard. Thefe Perfons could not be ignorant of 
se Treafure fhe had in her ; and they aflerted, 
jat, in the Angle Article of Diamonds, there was 

> the Value of between three or four Millions of 
dollars. 

The Viceroy, who came on Board that Morning, 
Expe&ation of the Ships being Englijh, was made 
Prifoner, and oblig’d to pay a Ranlom ; which in 
onfideration of his great Lofs (the Treafure being 
artly his own,) they agreed, after fome Demurrings, 
lOuldbe only 2000 Dollars for hiinfelf and the o- 
ler Prifoners ; whom they fet afhore, with Promifes 

> leave a Ship, that they might tranfport themfelves, 
scaufe the Ifland was not thought in a Condition 

]> maintain fo great a Number. However, tho’ 
iey had learned from them the Account of an O- 
I aider being to Leeward of the Ifland, and taken 
er on that Information, fo that they could conve- 
iendy have comply’d with fo reafonablc a Kequeft ; 
et they fent the Oflender (which was formerly the 
Greyhound Galley of London), with fome of their 
eople to Madagafcar, with News of their Succefs, 
id Orders to prepare Malls for the Prize ; and fol- 
r nved themfelves fcon after, without Regard to the 
offerers, carrying 2000 Mozambique Negroes with 
lem in the Portuguese Ship. 

[ Madagafcar is an Ifland larger than Great-Bri- 
un, moll of it within the Tropick of Capricorn: 
lies Eail from the Eaftern Side of Africa, and a- 

! lands with Provifions of all Sorrs ; as Oxen, Goats, 
icep, Poulcry, Fifli, Citrons, Oranges, Tamarinds, 
ates, Cocoa-Nuts, Banana’s, Wax, Hcney, Rice, 
otton, Indigo, or, in ihort, with any other Thing 
tey will take Pains to plant, and have Underhand - 
S to manage. They have likewife Ebony, a hard 
ood like Branl, of which they make their Lances ; 
^d Gum of feveral Sorts, Benzin, Dragon’s Blood, 
loes, iAc. What is moll incommodious, are the nu- 
4 - 


’merous Swarms of Locufts on the Land, and the 
Crocodiles, or Alligators, in their Rivers. Hither, 
in St. Auguftine's Bay, the Ships fometimes touch 
for Water, when they take the inner PafTage in In- 
dia, and do not defign to flop at Johanna 5 and we 
may obferve, from the fixth general Voyage fet forth 
by the Eaft- India Company in Confirmation of 
what is hereafter faid in Relation to Currents in ge- 
neral, that this inner PafTage or Channel, has its 
Northern and Southern Currents ftrongdl where the 
Channel is narrowefl, and is lels, and varies on dif- 
ferent Points of the Compafs, as the Sea comes to 
fpread again, in the PafTage crofs the Line. 

Since the Difcovery of this Ifland by the Portu- 
guese, A. D. 1 506, the Europeans, and particularly 
the Pirates, have encreafed a dark Mulatto Race 
there, tho’ flill few in Comparifon with the Natives. 
Thefe latter are Negroes, with curl’d fhort Hair, 
Aftive, and formerly reprefented malicious and re- 
vengeful, now tradable and communicable, perhaps 
owing to the Favours in Cloathing and Liquors, 
that they from Time to Time have received from 
thefe Fellows, who live in all poflible Friendfhip 
with them \ and, can any Angle Man of them, com- 
mand a Guard of 2 or 300 at a Minute’s warning : 
This friendfhip is farther the Native’s Interefl to cul- 
tivate with them, becaufe the Ifland, being divided 
into petty Governments and Commands, the Pirates, 
fettled here, who are now a confiderable Number, 
and have little Caftles of their own, can carry the 
Day wherever they think At to fide. 

When Taylor's Crew came with the Portuguefc 
Prize hither, they found the Ofender had played 
their Men a Trick, for they took Advantage of 
their Drink, rofe upon them, and as (they heard af- 
terwards) carried the Ship to Mosatnbique , whence 
the Governor ordered her for Goa . 

< Here the Pirates cleaned the Caffandra, and di- 
vided their Plunder, fharing 42 fmall Diamonds a 
Man, or in lefs Proportion according to their Mag- 
nitude. An ignorant, or a merry Fellow, who had 
only one in this Diviiion, as being judged equal in 
Value to 42 fmall ones, muttered very much at his 
Lot, went and broke it in a Morter, fwearing af- 
terwards, he had a better fhare than any of them, 
for he had beat it, he faid, in 43 Sparks 

Thofe who were not for running the Hazard of 
their Necks, with 42 Diamonds, belides other Trea- 
fure, in their Pockets, knocked off, and flayed with 
their old acquaintance at Madagafcar, on mutual 
Agreements, that the longer Livers fhould take all. 
The ReAdue having therefore no Occaflon for two 
Ships, and the ViSlory being Leaky, fhe was burnt, 
the Men (as many as would) coming into the Caf- 
fandra, under the Command of Taylor , whom we 
muft leave a Time, proje&ing either for Cochin, to 
difpofe of their Diamonds among their^old Friends 
the Dutch, or elfe for the Red or China Seas, to avoid 
the Men of War, that continually clamoured in 
their Ears a Noife of Danger ; and proceed to 
give the little Account we are able, of that Squa- 
dron who arrived in India, early in the Year 1721. 

At the Cape of Good Hope , in June, the Com- 
modore met with a Letter, which was left for him 
by the Governor of Maderas , to whom it was wrote 
by the Governor of Pandicherry , a French Fadlory, 
on the Coromondcl Coaft, fignifying, that the Pirates, 
at the Writing of it, were then flrong in the In- 
dian Sens, having 11 Sail and 1500 Men; but that 
many cf them went away about that Time, for the 
Coaft of Brasil and Guinea, that others fettled and 
fortified themfelves at Madagafcar , Mauritius , Jo- 
hanna and Mohiila: And that others, under Conden, 
in a Ship called the Dragon, took a large Moor's 
T t VefTels 
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VefTel, coming from Judda and Mocha , with thirteen 
Lackies of Rupees on Board, (/. e . 1300000 half 
Crowns,) which Plunder having divided, they burnt 
their Ship and Prize, and fat down quietly with 
their other Friends at Madagafcar . 

The Account contained feveral other Things which 
we have before related.— Commodore Matthews, 
upon receiving this Intelligence, and being fond of 
the Service he came out for, hailened to thofe I- 
flands, as the moll hopeful Places of Succefs ; at St. 
Mary' s he would have engaged England with Pro- 
mifes of Favour, to communicate what he knew, 
concerning the Caffandra , and the re A of the Pirates, 
and affifl in the Pilotage ; but England was wary, 
and thought this was to furrtnder at Difcretion : So 
they took up the Guns of the Judda Ship that was 
burnt, and the Men of War dilperfad themfdves on 
feveral Voyages and Cruizes afterwards, as was 
thought likelieil to fucceed ; tho’ all to 110 Pur* 
pofe. Then the Squadron went down to Bombay , 
were faluted by the Fort, and came home 

The Pirates, I mean thofe of the CaJJandra , now 
Captain Taylor , fitted up the Portuguefe Man 
of War, and refolved upon another Voyage to 
the Indies , notwithstanding the Riches they had 
heaped up ; bur, as they were preparing to fail, they 
heard of the four Men of War coming after them 
to thofe Seas ; therefore they altered their Minds, 
failed for the Main of Africa , and put in at a little 
place called Delagoa , near the River de Spiritu Sanfto, 
on the Coaftof Monomotapa , in z6 Q South Latitude. 
They believed this to be a Place of Security, in re- 
gard that the Squadron could not poffibly get In- 
telligence of them, there being no Correspondence 
over Land, nor any Trade carried on by Sea, be- 
tween that and the Cape, where the Men of War 
were then fuppofed to be. The Pirates came to 
in the Evening, and were furprized with a few 
Shot from the Shore, not knowing of any Fortifi- 
cation or European Settlement in that Part of the 
World ; fo they anchored at a Diflance that Night. 
In the Morning, they perceived a fmall Fort of fix 
Guns, whereupon, they run up to it, and battered 
it down. 

This Fort was built and fettled by the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company, a few Months before, for what Pur- 
pofe, I know not ; they had left 150 Men upon the 
Place, who were then dwindled to a third Part by 
Sicknefs and Cafualties, and never after received any 
Relief or Neceffaries ; fo that Sixteen of thofe that 
were left, upon their humble Petition, were ad- 
mitted on Board the Pirates, and all the red would 
have had the fame Favour (they faid) had they been 
any other than Dutch. I mention this, as an In- 
fiance of the Pirates Ingratitude, who had been fo 
much obliged to their Countrymen for Support : 
But Rogues feldom love one another, tho’ their 
Interefl often unites them. 

Here they Aaid above four Months, carreened both 
their Ships, and took their Diverfions with Security, 
till they had expended all their Provifions ; then they 
put to Sea, leaving confiderablc Quantities of Mu- 


flins, Chintzes, and fucli like Goods behind, to the 
half Aarv’d Dutch Men, which enabled them to make 
good Pennyworths to the next that came, with whom 
they bartered for Provifions, at the Rate of tiuee 
Farthings an Englijh Yard. 

They left Delagoa about the latter End of Decem- 
ber, in 1722, but not agreeing whither, or how to 
proceed, they concluded to part ; fo thofe who were 
for continuing that fort of Life, went 011 Board the 
Portuguefe Prize, and fleered for Madagafcar to their 
Friends, with whom I hear they are now fettled; 
and the refl took the Caffandra and failed for the Spa - 
niflo h 'ef- Indies. The Mermaid Man of War hap- 
pening then to be down on the Main with a Convoy, 
about 30 Leagues from thefe Pirates, would have 
gone and attacked them ; but, on a Confutation 0! 
tiie Mailers, whole Safety he was particularly to re- 
gard, they agreed their own Protection was of more 
Service than dcllroying the Pirate, and fo the Com- 
mander was unwillingly with-held. He difpatched ; 
Sloop to Jamaica , with the News, which brough 
down the Lanccfton, only a Day or two too late 
they having jult before he came, furrendered, witl 
all their Riches, to the Governor of Porto- Bello. 

# Here they fat down to fpend the Fruits of thei 
difhonefl Indultry, dividing the Spoil and Plunder c 
Nations among themfelves, without the leafl Re 
morfe or Compulsion ; fatisfving their Confcience 
with this Salvo, that other People would have don 
as much had they the like Opportunity. We can’ I 
fay, but that if they had known what was doin 
in England, at the fame Time, by the South-Se 
Direftors, and their Directors, they would certain 
ly have had this Reflection for their Confolatioi 
viz. That whatever Robberies they had committa 
they might be pretty fure they were not the grea , 
ejl Villains then living in the TVorld. 

It is a difficult Matter to make a Computation < 
the Mifcliief that was done by his Crew, in aboi 
five Years Time, which amounted to much moi 
than the Plunder they gained ; for they often funk 0 
burnt the Veflel they took, as itfuited their Humoi 
or Circumflances ; fometimes to prevent giving Ir 
telligence, fometimes becaufe they did not leave Me 
to navigate them, and at other Times out ofWantoi 
nefs, or becaufe they were difpleafed at the Mafter 
Behaviour; for any of thefe Reafons, it was but t 
give the Word, and down went the Ships and Cai 
goes to the Bottom of the Sea. 

Since their Surrender to the Spaniards, I am ii 
formed feveral of them have left the Place, and di 
perfed themfelves elfewhere ; eight of them wer 
ihipped about November lull, in one of the Soutl 
Sea Company’s Afiiento Sloops, and pafled for Ship 
wreck’d Men ; with which Pretence they came t 
Jamaica , and there failed in other Vcflels ; and w 
know one of them that came to England Jail Sprin 
from that Ifland. ’Tis faid, that Captain Taylor hr 
taken a Commiffion in the Spanijb Service, and thz 
he Commanded the Man of War, that lately attache 
the Engl if 0 Log-Wood Cutters in the Bay of Hot 
duras. 
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The LIFE of Captain CHARLES VANE. 


Harles Fane was one of thofe who Hole a- 
way the Silver, which the Spaniards had fifhed 
up from the Wrecks of the Galleons, in the 
ulpn of Florida, ard was at Providence when Go- 
rnor arrived there with two Men of War, as 

e Reader has been informed before. 

All the Pirates who were then found at this Colony 
Rogues, fubmitted, and received Certificates of 
eir Pardon, except Captain Vane and his Crew ; 
10, as foon as they faw die Men of War enter, 
pp'd their Cable, fet Fire to a Prize they had in 
,s Harbour, failed out with their p) ratieal Colours 
ing, and fired at one of the Men of War, as they 
:nt off from the Coaft. 

Two Days after they went out, they met with a 

I )op belonging to Barhadoes, which they made 
ize of, and kept the Veffel for their own Ufe, put- 
g abroad five and twenty Hands, with one Teats 
command them. A Day or two afterwards they 
1 in with a fmall interloping Trader, with a Quan- 
/ of Spanijh Pieces of Eight aboard, bound into 
ovidence , called the John and Elizabeth, which 
■y alfo took along with them. With thefe two 
ops Vane went to a fmall Ifland and cleaned ; 
ere they fhared their Booty, and fpent fome 
me in a riotous Manner of Living, as is the Cuflom 
Pirates after fuch Succefs. 

| About the latter End of May , 1718, they failed, 
i, being in Want of Provifions, they beat up for 
[J Windward Iflands ; in the Way they met w ith a 
I %nijh Sloop, bound from Porto Rico to the Havan- 
I 1 , which they burnt, flowed the Spaniards in a 
at, and left them to get to the IfLnd, by the 
ght of their Veffel. Steering afterwards between 
I Chriflopher's and Anguilla , they fell in with a 
igantine and a Sloop, freighted with fueh Cargo as 
!?y wanted ; from whom they got v Provifions for 
1 i-Store. 


Sometime after this, Banding to the Northward, 

J the Track the Old- England Ships take in their 
pyage to the America n Colonies, they took feve- 
\ Snips and YefTels, which they plundered of 
nat they thought fit, and let them pafs on in their 
burfe. 

The latter End of Auguji, Vane , with his Confort 
ates,' eame off Souih-Carolina, and took a Ship 
l onging to lpfwich , one Coggerjhall Commander, 
1 en with Logwood. This was thought convenient 
ough for their own Bufinefs, and therefore they or- 
«:ed their Prifonen to work, and throw all the La- 
< ig over-board ; but when they had more than half 
■ ared the Ship, the Whim changed, and then they 
* uld not have her ; fo Coggerjhall had his Ship again, 
; 1 he was fuffered to purine his Voyage home. In 
I s Cruize the Rovers took feveral Ships and Vef- 
1 , ; particularly a Sloop from Barbadoes, one Dill 
idler; a fmall Ship from Antegoa, one Cock Ma- 
* ; a Sloop belonging to Curaceo , one Richards 
iller ; and a large Brigantine, Captain Thcmpfcn, 
f m Guinea, with ninety odd Negroes aboard. The 
ates plundered them all and let them go, putting the 


Negroes out of the Erigantine a-board of Teat's Vef- 
fel ; by which Means they came back again to the 
right Owners. 

For Captain Vane always treated his Confort with 
very little Refpeft, and refumed a Superiority over 
him and his Crew, regarding the Veffel but as a 
Tender to his own : This gave them a Difguft ; for 
they thought themfelves as good Pyrates, and as o-reat 
Rogues as the bell of them ; fo they cabali’d together, 
and refolved the firlt Opportunity to leave the Com- 
pany 5 and accept of his Majefty’s Pardon, or fet up 
for themfelves ; either of which they thought moie 
honourable than to be Servants to Vane: The put- 
ting a-board fo many Negroes, where they were fo 
few Hands to take Care of them. Hill aggravated the 
Matter, tho’ they thought fit to conceal or ilifle their 
Refentmcnts at that Time. 

A Day or two afterwards, the Pyrates lying off at 
Anchor, Teats in the Evening flipp’d his Cable, and 
put his Veffel under Sail, Handing into the Shore ; 
which when Vane faw, he was highly provoked, and 
got his Sloop under Sail to chace his Confort, who, 
he plainly perceiv'd, had a Mind to have no more 
to do with him. Vane's Brigantine failing befl, he 
gain'd Ground of Teats, and would certainly have 
come up with him, had he had a little longer Run 
for it; but juft as he got over the Bar, when Vane 
came within Gun-fhot of him, he fir'd a Broad-fide 
at his old Friend (which did him no Damage) and fo 
took his Leave. 

Teats came into North Edijlo, River, about Ten 
Leagues to the Southward of Charles -Town, and fent 
an Exprefs to the Governor, to know if he and his 
Comrades might have the Benefit of his Majefty's 
Pardon; promiling that, if they might, they would 
furrender themfelves to his Mercy, with the Sloops 
and Negroes. Their Requell being granted, they all 
came up, and receiv'd Certificates ; and Captain 
Thempfon, from whom the Negroes were taken, had 
them all rellor’d to him, for the Ufe of his Own- 
ers. 

Vane cruiz’d fome Time off the Bar, in Hopes to 
catch Teats at his coming cut again, but therein he 
was difappointed ; however, he there, unfortunately 
for them, took two Ships from Charles -Town, which 
were bound home to England . It happen’d, that 
juft at this Time, that two Sloops, well mann’d and 
arm'd, were equipp’d to go after a Pirate, which the 
Governor of South Carolina was inform’d lay then in 
Cape Fear River, a cleaning : But Colonel Rhct, 
who commanded the Sloops, meeting with one of 
the Ships that Vane had plunder’d, going back over 
the Bar, for fuch Neceffaries as had been taken from 
her ; and fhe giving the Colonel an Account of her 
being taken by the Pirate Vane, and, alfo, that fome 
of her Men, while they were Prifoners on board of 
him, had heard the Pirates fay they fhould clean in 
one of the Rivers to the Southward ; he alter’d 
his firft Defign, and, inflead of Handing to the 
Northward, in purfuit of the Pirate in Cape Fear 
River, he turn'd to the Southward after Vane, who 
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had order’d fuch Reports to be given out, on purpofe 
to fend any Force that ftiould come after him upon 
a wrong Scent ; for, in Reality, he flood away to the 
Northward, fo that the Purfuit proved to be of no 
Effea. 

Colonel Rbet' s fpeaking with this Ship, was the 
molt unlucky Thing that could have happen’d, be- 
cause it turn’d him out of the Road, which, in all 
Probability, would have brought him into the Com- 
pany of Vane, as well as of the Pirate he went after ; 
and fo they might have been both deftroy’d ; where- 
as, by the Colonel’s going a different Way, he not 
only loft the Opportunity of meeting with one, but, 
if the other had not been infatuated to lie fix Weeks 
together at Cape Fear , he would have mifs’d of him 
likewife : However, the Colonel having fearched the 
Rivers and Inlets, as directed, for feveral Days, with- 
out Succefs, he at length fail’d in Profecution of his 
firft Defign, and met with the Pirate accordingly ; 
whom he fought, and took, as has been before rela- 
ted in the Hiftory of Major Bonnet , for which Reafon 
we fhall fay no more of it here. 

Captain Vane went into an Inlet to the Northward, 
where he met with Captain Beach , otherwife call'd 
Black-beard , whom he faluted (when he found who 
he was) with his great Guns, loaded with Shot ; it 
being the Cuftom among Pirates when they meet to 
do fo, tho’ they are fired wide of one another, or up 
into the Air : Black beard anfwered the Salute in the 
fame Manner, and mutual Civilities palled between 
them fome Days ; when, about the Beginning of 
Oftober , Vane took Leave, and failed further to the 
Northward. 

On the 23d of October, off of Long- 1JI and, he 
took a fmall Brigantine, bound from Jamaica to Sa~ 
lem in New- England, John Shattock Mafter, befides 
a little Sloop : They rifled the Brigantine, and fent 
her away. From hence, they refolv’d on a Cruize 
between Cape Meife and Cape Nicholas, where they 
fpent fome Time, without feeing or fpeaking with 
any VefTel, till the latter End of November ; then 
they fell upon a Ship, which, ’twas expelled, would 
have ftruck as foon as their black Colours were hoi- 
fted ; but, inftead of that, fhe difcharg’d a Broad- 
fide upon the Pirate, and hoifted Colours, which 
fhew’d her to be a French Man of War. Vane de- 
fied to have nothing further to fay to her, but trem- 
med his Sails, and flood away from the French Man ; 
however, Monfieur, having a Mind to be better in- 
form’d who he was, fet all his Sails, and crowed af- 
ter him. During this Chace, the Pirates were di- 
vided in their Refolutions what to do : Vane, the 
Captain, was for making off as faft as he could, al- 
Iedging, the Man of War was too ftrong for them to 
cope with ; but one John Rackam , who was an Of- 
ficer, and who had a kind of a Check upon the Cap- 
tain, rofe up in Defence of a contrary Opinion, faying. 
That though Jhe had tnore Guns, and a greater 
Weight of Metal , they might board her, and then 
the befi Boys would carry the Day . Rackam was 
well feconded, and the Majority was for boarding ; 
but Vane urg’d, That it was too rafh and defperaH 
an Enterprise , the Man of War appearing to be 
twice that Force ; and that their Brigantine might be 
funk by her before they could reach to board her + The 
Mate, one Robert Deal, was of Vane's Opinion, as 
were about fifteen more, and all the reft joined with 
Rackam , the Quarter-Mafter. At length, the Cap- 
tain made ufe of his Power to determine this Difpute, 
which, in thefe Cafes, is abfolute and uncontrolable, 
by their own Laws, viz. in fighting, chafing, or being 
chafed, in all other Matters whatfoever, he is go- 
vern’d by a Majority : So the Brigantine having the 
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Heels, as they term it, of the French Man, fhe cam< 
clear off. 

But, the next Day, 


the Captain’s Behaviour wa 
oblig’d to Hand the Tell of a Vote, and a Refolutioi- 
pafs’d againft his Honour and Dignity, which bran 
ded him with the Name of Coward, depos’d hin 
from the Command, and turn’d him out of the Com 
pany, with Marks of Infamy ; and with him wen 
all tliofe who did not vote for boarding the Frenc 
Man of War. They had with diem a lmall Sloop 
that had been taken by them fome Time before 
which they gave to Vane and the difearded Mem 
bers ; and, that they might be in a Condition to pre 
vide for themfelves by their own honell Endeavour: 
they let them have a Sufficient Quantity of Provifior 
and Ammunition along with them. 

John Rackam was voted Captain of the Brigantir 
in Vane's Room, and he proceeded towards the Car 
bee Iflards ; where me muft leave him, till we ha\ 
finilh’d our Story of Charles Vane. 

The Sloop fail’d for the Bay of Honduras, and Va\ 
and his Crew put her into as good a Condition 
they could by the Way, that they might follow the 
old Trade. They cruiz’d two or three Days off tl 
North- Weft Part of Jamaica , and took a Sloop ai 
two Pettiaga’s, all the Men of which enter’d wi 
them: The Sloop they kept, and Robert Deal w 
appointed Captain of her. 

On the 1 6th of December the two Sloops came 
to the Bay, where they found only one VefTel at 
Anchor. She was call’d The Pearl, of Jamah 
Captain Charles Rowland Mafter, who got under S 
at the Sight of them ; but the Pirate Sloops comi 
near Rowland, and fhewing no Colours, he ga 
them a Gun or two ; whereupon, they hoifted t 
black Flag, and fir’d three Guns each at the Pea 
She ftruck, and the Pirates took Pofteflion, and c 
ried her away to a fmall Ifland call’d Bamacho, wh< 
they clean’d. By the Way they met with a Slo 
from Jamaica, Captain ITallden Commander, as 1 
was going down to the Bay, which they alfo m2 
Prize of. 

In February, Vane failed from Bamacho , in ore 
for a Cruize; but fome Days after he w«as out, a v 
lent Turnado overtook him, which feparated h 
from his Confort, and, after two Days Diftrefs, thr 
his Sloop upon a fmall uninhabited Ifland, near 1 
Bay of Honduras, where ffie was ftaved to Pieces, 2 
moft of her Men drowned : Vane himfelf was fav* 
but reduced 


1 
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to great 


Streights for want of Nec 




ianes, having ho Opportunity to get any Thing fr< 


the Wreck. He lived here fome Weeks, and 
fupported chiefly by Fiftiermen, who frequented * 
Ifland with fmall Craft, from the Main, to catch T 
ties, &c. 

While Vane was upon this Ifland, a Ship put * 
there from Jamaica , for Water, the Captain f 
which, one Holford, an old Buccaneer, happened* 
be Vane's Acquaintance ; he thought this a good (- 
portunity to get off, and accordingly he applied) 
his old Friend ; but Holford abfoluteiy refufed h , 
faying to him, Charles, I Jhan't truft you a-boJ 
my Ship, unlefs I carry you as a Prifoner ; for I JIB 
have you caballing with my Mc?i, knock me on * 
Head, and run away with my Ship a py rating. V e 
made all the Protelb.tions of Honour in the "Work a 
him ; but, it feems. Captain Holford was too i - 
piately acquainted with him, to repoie any Confide e 
at all in his Words or Oaths, He told him, He m* 
cafily find a Way to get off, if he had a Mind to it 1 1 
cm noav going down the Bay, fays he, and fhall - I 
turn hither in about a Month ; and if 1 find you 1 * 
the Ifland when I come hack, Til catty you to jama 1 * 
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and there hang you. Which Way can 1 get away? 
Anftvera Vane. Are there not Fi/hermen s Dories up- 
on the Beach ? Cant you take one of them ? Re- 
plies HA ford What, fays Fane, would you have me 
fieal a Dory then ? Do you make it a Matter of Con - 
Ccience? Said HoJford, to fteal a Dory , when you 
have been a common Robber and Pirate , fealing Ships 
and CargotSy and plundering all Mankind that fell 
\n your Way ? Stay there and be damn'd, if you are 
f 0 fqueami/h : And he left him to conflder of the 
Matter. 

After Captain HolforcT s Departure, another Ship 
3ut into the fame Ifland, in her Way home, for 
vVater ; none of the Company knowing Cane, he eafi- 

« y polled upon them for another Man, and fo was 
hipp’d for the Voyage. One would be apt to think 
hat Vane was now pretty fafe, and likely to efcape 
he Fate which his Crimes had merited ; but here 
crofs 'Accident happen’d that ruined all : Halford, 
eturning from the Bay, was met with by this Ship, 
nd the Captains being very well acquainted toge- 
her, Halford was invited to dine aboard of him, 
/hich he did ; as he patted along to the Cabin, he 
hanced to caft his Eye down into the Hold, and 


there faw Charles Vane at work ; he immediately 
fpoke to the Captain, faying. Do you know who you 
have got aboard there ? Why, fays he, 1 have j hipp'd 
a Man at fuch an lfandy who was there caft away 
in a trading Sloop , and he feetns to be a brisk Hand . 
1 tell you, fays Captain Holjord \ it is Vane, the noto- 
rious Pirate. If it be him, replies the other, 1 won't 
keep him: Why then, fays Halford, I'll fend, and 
take hi?n aboard, and furrender him at Jamaica. This 
being agreed to. Captain Halford, as foon as he re- 
turned to his Ship, lent his Boat with his Mate, 
armed, who coming to Vane , fhewed him a Pittol, 
and told him, He was his Prifoner ; no Man oppof- 
ing, he was brought aboard, and put into Irons ; and 
when Captain Holford arrived at Jamaica, he de- 
livered his old Acquaintance into the Hands of Juf- 
tice ; at which Place he was try’d, convi&ed, and exe- 
cuted, as was, fome Time before. Vane's Confort, 
Robert Deal, who was brought thither by one of the 
Men of War. Thus we may fee how little ancient 
Friendfhip will avail a great Villain, when he is de- 
prived of the Power that had before fupported him, 
and made him formidable. 


The LIFE of Captain JOHN RACK AM. 


r H I S John Racham, as has been reported 
in the foregoing Pages, was Quarter Matter 
to Vane's Company, till the Crew were di- 
ded, and Vane turned out of it, for refufing to 
)ard and fight the French Man of War ; in his 
)om Rackam was voted Captain of that Divifion 
tat remained in the Brigantine. The 24th of Wo- 
miber, 1718, was the firtt Day of his Command, 
id his firfl Cruize was among the Caribbee 1/Jands , 
here he took and plunder’d feveral Vefiels. 

We have already taken Notice, that, when Cap- 
in Woods Rogers went to the Bland of Providence, 
ith the King’s Pardon to fuch as ihould furrender, 
is Brigantine, which Rackam now commanded, 
ade its Efcape thro’ another Pattage, bidding De- 
knee to the Mercy that was offered. 

To the Windward of Jamaica, a Madeira Man 
H into the Pirates Way, which they detained two 

) • three Days, till they had made their Market out 
her, and then they g^ve her back to the Matter, 
d permitted one Hcfra Pifdel, a Tavern-Keeper at 
smaica, who had been pick’d up in one of their 
izes, to depart in her, file being then bound for 
at Ifland. 

After this Cruize, they went into a fmall Ifland 
d cleaned, and fpent their Chrifitr.as afhore, drink- 
' 5 and caroufing as long as they had any Liquor left, 
d then they went to Sea again for more : They fue- 
led but too well, tho’ they took no extraordi- 
ry Prize for above two Months, except a Ship la- 
n with Convi&s from Newgate, bound for the 
stations, which, in a few Days, was retaken, w ith 
I her Cargo, by an Englijh Man of War that was 
I lion’d in thole Seas. 

| Rackam flood off towards the llland of Bermudas, 


and took a Ship bound to England from Carolina, 
and a fmall Pink from New-England, both which he 
brought to the Bahama Iflands, where, with the Pitch, 
Tar, and Stores, they clean’d again, and refitted their 
own Vefiel ; but flaying too long in that Neighbour- 
hood, Captain Rogers, who was Governor of Provi- 
dence, hearing of thefe Ships being taken, fent out a 
Sloop well mann’d and arm’d, which retook both the 
the Prizes, tho’ in the mean while the Pirate had the 
good Fortune to efcape. 

From hence they fail’d to the Back of Cuba, where 
Rackam kept a little kind of a Family ; at which 
Place they flaid a confiderable Time, living afhore 
with their Dalilahs , till their Money and Provifions 
were expended, and they concluded it Time to look 
out for more : They repaired to their Veflel, and 
were making ready to put to Sea, when a Guarda de 
Cofa came in with a fmall Englijh Sloop, which fhe 
had taken as an Interloper on the Coatt. The Spa - 
nijh Guardfhip attacked the Pirate, but Rackam be- 
ing clofe in behind a little Ifland, fhe could do but 
little Execution where fhe lay ; therefore the Dons 
warp’d into the Channel that Evening, in order to 
make fure of her the next Morning. Rackam, find- 
ing his Cafe defperate, and that there was hardly 
any pofiibility of efcaping, refolved to attempt the 
following Enterprize : The Spani/h Prize lying for 
better Security clofe into the Land, between the little 
Ifland and the Main, our Defperado takes his Crew 
into the Boat, with their Pittols and Cutlafhes, rounds 
the little Ifland, and falls aboard their Prize filently, 
in the dead of the Night, without being difeovered, 
telling the Spaniards that were aboard her, that, if 
they ipoke a Word, or made the leatt Noife, they 
all were dead Men ; and fo they became Matters of 
U u her. 
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her. When this was done, he flipt her Cable, and 
drove out to Sea : The Spanijh Man of War was fo 
intent upon their expe&ed Prize, that they minded 
nothing elfe, and as foon as Day broke, they made 
a furious Fire upon the empty Sloop ; but it was 
not long before they were rightly apprized of the 
Muter, when they curfed themfelves fufficiently for 
a Company of Fools, to be bit out of a good rich 
Prize, as (he proved to be, and to have nothing but 
an olJ crazy Hull in the room of her. 

Rackam and his Crew had no Occafion to be dii- 
pleafed at the Exchange, as it enabled them to con- 
tinue fome Time longer in a Way of Life that 
fuited their depraved Tempers. In dugufi, 1720, 
we find him at Sea again, lcouring the Harbours 
and Inlets of the North and Well Parts of Jamai- 
ca , where he took feveral fmall Craft, which proved 
no great Booty to the Rovers ; but they had but few 
Men, and therefore they were oblig’d to run at low 
Game, till they could cncreafe their Company and 
their Strength. 

In the Beginning of September , they took feven or 
eight Fifhir.g- Boats in Harbour- IJland, , ftole their 
Nets and other Tackle, and then went off to the 
French Part of Hifpaniola , where they landed, and 
took Cattle away, with two or three French Men 
they found near the Water-Side, hunting of wild Hogs 
in the Evening* The French Men came on Board, 
whether by Confent or CompulGon I can’t fay. They 
afterwards plundered two Sloops, and returned to Ja- 
maica , on the North Coall of which Ifiand, near 
Porto Maria Bay, they took a Scooner, Thomas Spcn - 
low Mailer ; it being then the 19th of Oflober. The 
next Day, Rackam feeing a Sloop in Dry Harbour 
Bay, he flood in and fired a Gun ; the Men all run 
afhore,and he took the Sloop and Lading ; but when 
thofe alhore found them to be Pirates, they hailed 
the Sloop, and let them know they were all willing 
to come aboard of them. 

Rackam' s coafling the Ifiand in this Manner 
proved fatal to him ; for Intelligence came to the 
Governor of his Expedition, by a Canoe, which he 
had furprized alhore, in Ocho Bay : Upon thb, a 
Sloop was immediately fitted out, and fent round the 
Ifiand in quell of him, commanded by Captain Bar - 
net, and mann’d with a good Number of Hands. 
Rackatn rounding the Ifiand, and drawing near the 
Wefter-moll Point, call’d Point Negri/, he faw a 
fmall Pettiauger, which, at Sight of the Sloop, run 
afhore and landed her Men ; when one of them hail’d 
her, Anfwer was made. They were EngUJl? Men , and 
defired the Pettiauger’s Men to come on Board, and 
drink a Bowl of Punch ; which they prevailed up- 
on them to do : Accordingly the Company came all a- 
board of the Pirate, confiiling of nine Perfons, in an ill 
Hour ; they were armed with Muskets and Cutlafhes, 
but what was their real Defign by fo doing, we fhall 
not take upon us to fay : They had no foonerlaid down 
their Arms, and taken up their Pipes, but Barnet's 
Sloop, which was in Purfuit of Rackam' s came in 
Sight. 

The Pirates, finding fhe flood direftly towards 
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them, fear’d the Event, and weighed their Anchor, 
which they but lately let go, and Food off: Captaij j 
Barnet gave them Chace, and, having the Advan- 
tage of little Breezes of Wind, which blew off tin 
Land, came up with her, and brought her into Peri 
Royal , in Jatnaica . 

About a Fortnight after the Prifoners were brouglr I 
alhore, viz. November 16, 1720. A Court of Admi 
ralty was held at St. Jago de la Vega, before whiel 
the following Perfons were convifted, ar.d Sen ten o 
of Death palled upon them, by the Prefident, Si 
Nicholas Laws , viz. John Rackam , Captain, Georg 1 
Fetherjlon , Mailer, Richard Corner , Quarter-Mufteri 
John Davis , John Howell , Patrick Gariy, ThomaM 
Earl , James Dobbin and Noah Harwood. The fiy I 
firll were executed the next Day at Gallows-Point, a j 
the Town of Port-Royal, and the rell next Day afte'I 
at Kingflon ; Rackam, Fetherjlon and Corner , wer A 
afterwards taken down, and hang’d up in Chains • 
one at Plumb Point, one at Bulh Key, and the c 
the/ at Gun Key. 

But what was \ery furprizing, was the Convittio 1 
of the nine Men that came aboard the Sloop on tl 
fame Day fhe was taken. They were trv’d at 2 
Adjournment of the Court, on the 24th of Jan A 
ary , the Magiilracy waiting all that Time, it 
fuppos’d, for Evidence, to prove the pyratical li 
tendon of going aboard the faid Sloop ; for it feeni 
there was no Adi of Piracy committed by thei 
as appeared by the Witnefles agninft them, wl 
were two Frenchmen taken by Rackam , off fro 
the Jllund of Hifpaniola , and who depofed in t 
following Manner. 

4 That the Prifoners at the Bar, viz. John Eatc 
4 Edward Warner , Thomas Baker , Thomas I 
4 John Cole , Benjamin Palmer , Walter Rottfe , Jo 
6 Hanfon , and John Howard, came aboard the Piral 
* Sloop, at Negri l Point, Rackam fending his Can 
4 afhore for that Purpofe : That they brought Gu 
4 and Cutlafhes on Board with them : That wh 
4 Captain Barnet chafed them, fome were drinkin 
4 and others walking the Deck : That there was 
4 great Gun and a fmall Piece fired by the Pirai 
4 Sloop, at Captain Barnet's Sloop, when he chac 
4 her; and, that when Captain Barnet's Sloop fir' 

4 at Rackam' s Sloop, the Prifoners at the Bar we 
4 down under Deck. That during the Time Ca 
4 tain Barnet chafed them, fome of the Prifoners 
4 the Bar (but which of them he could not tell) he! : 

4 ed to row the Sloop, in order to efcape from BM 
4 net: That they all feemed to be contorted totll 
4 ther.’ 

This was the Subllance of all that was alledol 
againil them : The Court confitlered the Prifon I’ 
Cafes, and the Majority of the Commillioners bei'l : 
of Opinion, that they were all Guilty of the Pira | 
and Felony they were charged with, which was, / I 
going over with a piratical and felonious Intent , * 
John Rackam, &c. then notorious Pirates, and by //**■ 
known to be fo, they all received Sentence of Dcat ‘ 
and were executed on the 17th of February, at <?/]*’ . 
lows Point at Port Royal. 
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The LIFE of MARY READ. 


' t tE are now to begin a Hiftory full of fur- 

I J\/ prizing Turns and Adventures ; I mean, 
mf T tiiat of Alary Read and Jinn Bonny , alias 

which were the true Names of thefe two Wo- 
in Pirates ; the Incidents that betel them, are fuch, 

I I fome may be tempted to think the whole Story 
r better than a Novel or Romance ; but fmce it is 
i ported by many thoufand Witncffes, I mean the 
1 »ple of Jamaica , who were prefen t at their Trials, 
1 m the hiil Difcovery of their Sex, and heard the 
5 ry of their Lives ; the Truth of it can be no more 
c tefled, than that there were fuch Men in the World, 
I 4-vcry and Black~beai'd> Pirates of whom we have 
| sn an Account. 

mWary Read was born in England ; her Mother 
t * married young, to a Man who ufed the Sea, and, 
f ng a Voyage loon after their Marriage, left her 
1 h Child, w men Infant proved to be a Boy. As 
t :he Hulband, whether he was call away, or died 
5 he Voyage, Mary Read could not tell ; but, how- 
< r,’ he never returned more. The Mother, who 
young and airy, met with an Accident in his 
ence, which has often happened to Women who 
young, and do not take a great deal of Care *, 
ch was, fhe foon proved with Child again, with - 
a Hufband to father it ; but how, or by whom, 
te but herfelf could tell, for ihe carried a pretty 
: >d Reputation among her Neighbours. Finding 
Burthen grow, in order to conceal her Shame, 
ij takes a formal Leave of her Halband’s Relations ; 
| ingout, that fhe went to live with fome Friends 
her own, in the Country: Accordingly fhe went 
giy, and carried with her, her young Son, at this 
Vnenot a Year old : Soon after her Departure her 
iidied, but Providence, in Return, was pleafed to 
je her a Girl in his room, of whom fhe was fafely 
civered, in her Retreat; and this was our Alary 

l *</• 

I Here the Mother liv'd three or four Years, till 
vat Money (he had was almoil gone; then Ihe 
puglu of returning to London ; and eonfideriug that 
I- Kufb. nd's Mo c ner was in good Circumiiar.ces, 
f did not doubt but to prevail upon her to provide 
f the C..ilO, if ihe could but p«h i: upon her for 
c ; but the changing a Girl into a Boy teem'd 
Idficult Piece of W ork, and how to deceive an 
perien’d old Woman, in fuch a Point, was altoge- 
t r as impoiiible ; however, ihe ventured to drefs it 
as a Bov, brought it to Town, and prefen ted it 
her Mother-in-law, as her HuffimdY Son ; the old 
Oman would have taken it, to have bred it up, but 
if Mother pretended it would break her Heart to 
t with it ; fo it was agreed betwixt them, that the 
ild (hould live with the Mother, and the fuppofed 
and mother fhould allow a Crown a Week for it’s 
|i dntainance. 

Thus the Mother gained her Point; fhe bred up 
' Daughter ns a Boy, and when fhe grew up to fome 
ife, (lie thought proper to let her into the Secret 
her Birth, lo induce her to conceal her Sex. It 


happen’d that the Grandmother died, by which 
Means the Subfiftance, that came from that Quarter, 
ceafed, and they were more and more reduced in their 
Circundtances ; wherefore ihe was obliged to put her 
Daughter out, to wait on a French Lady, as a Foot- 
boy, being now thirteen Years of Age: Here fhe did 
not live long; for growing bold and itrong, and hav- 
ing alfo a roving Mind, fhe entered herfelf on Board 
a Man of War, where fhe ferved fome Time. At 
length, fhe quitted the Sea Service, went over into 
Flanders , and carried Arms in a Regiment of Foot, 
as a Cadet ; and tho’ in all Actions, ihe behaved her- 
felf with a great deal of Bravery, yet fhe could not 
get a Commiffion, they being generally bought and 
fold ; therefore fhe quitted the Service, and took on 
in a Regiment of Horfe : Here fhe behaved fo well in 
feveral Engagements, that ihe got the Efteem of all 
her Officers ; but her Comrade, who was a Fleming , 
happening to be a handfome young Fellow, fhe fell in 
Love with him, and, from that Time, grew a little 
more ncglegent in her Duty ; fo that, it teems. Mars 
and Venus could not be ferved at the fame Time ; her 
Arms and Acoutiements, which were always kept in 
the belt Order, were quite ne^letted : ’Tis true, when 
her Comrade was ordered out upon a Party, fhe ufed 
to go without being commanded, and frequently run 
herfelf into Danger, where fhe had no Bufinefs, only 
to be near him. The rell of the Troopers, little 
fufpe&ing the fecret Caufe which moved her to this 
Behaviour, fancied her to be mad ; and her Comrade 
himfelf could not account for this llrange Alteration 
in her ; but LoVe is ingenious, and, as they lay' in 
the fame Tent, and were constantly together, fhe 
found a Way of letting him difeover her Sex, without 
appearing that it was done with Defign. 

He was much furprized at what he found out, and 
not a little pleafed ; taking it for granted, that he 
Ihould have a Miflrefs folely to himielf, which is an 
unufu.al Thing in a Camp, fince there is fcarce one of 
thofe Campaign Ladies, that is ever true even to a 
Troop or Company ; fo that he thought of nothing 
but gratifying his Paffions with very little Ceremony : 
But he found himfelf ilrangelv miitaken, for fhe pro- 
ved very referved and model!:, and refilled all his 
Temptations ; yet, at the fame Time, was fo oblig- 
ing and infinuating in her Carriage, that fhe quite 
changed his Purpofe, and made him fo tar from think- 
ing of making her his Miflrefs, that he now courted 
her for a Wife. 

This was the utmoft Wifh of her Heart ; in fhort, 
they exchanged Promifes, and when the Campaign 
was over, and the Regiment marched into Winter- 
Quarters, they bought Woman’s Apparel for her, 
with fuch Money as they could make up betwixt them, 
and were publicity married. 

The Story of two Troopers marrying each other 
made a great Noife, fo that feveral Officers were 
drawn by Curioiity to affiil at the Ceremony ; and 
they agreed among themfelves, that every one of 
them fhould make a final] Prefent to the Bride towards 
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Houfe-keeping, in Conlideration of her having been 
their fellow Soldier. Thus being fet up, they leemed 
to have a Defire of quitting the Service, and fettling 
in the World ; the Adventure of their Love and 
Marriage had gained them fo much Favour, that they 
eafily obtained their Difcharge, and they immediately 
fet up an Eating-Houfe or Ordinary, with the' Sign of 
the Three Horfe-Shoes , near the CalUe of Breda , 
where they foon got into a good Trade, a great 
many Officers eating with them conflantly. 

But this Happineis did not lafl long ; for the Huf- 
band foon died, and the Peace being concluded, there 
was no Refort of Officers to Breda , as ufual ; fo that 
the Widow, having little or no Trade, was forced to 
give up Houfe-keeping, and her Subllance being by 
Degrees quite fpent, fhe again affumes her Man’s Ap- 
parel, and, going into Holland, there takes on in a 
Regiment of Foot, quarter’d in one of the Frontier 
Towns : Here fhe did not remain long, for there 
was no Likelihood of Preferment in Time of Peace ; 
therefore fhe took a Rofolution of feeking her For- 
tune another Way ; and, withdrawing from the Regi- 
ment, fhip’d herfelf on Board of a Veil'd bound for 
the Weft-Indies. 

It happened that this Ship was taken by Etiglijh 
Pirates, and Mary Read was the only Englijb Perlon 
on Board ; they kept her amongfl them, and having 
plundered the Ship, let it go again ; after following 
this Trade for fome Time, the King’s Proclama- 
tion came out, and was publifh’d in all Parts of the 
Weft-Indies, for pardoning fuch Pirates, as ffiould vo- 
luntarily furrender theinfelves by a certain Day there- 
in mention’d. The Crew of Mary Read took the 
Benefit of this Proclamation, and, having furrender’d, 
liv’d afterwards quietly on Shore ; but Money begin- 
ning to grow ffiort, and our Adventurefs hearing that 
Captain Woods Rogers, Governor of the Ifland of 
Providence, was fitting out fome Privateers to cruize 
againll the Spaniards , ffie, with feveral others, em- 
bark’d for that Ifland, in order to go upon the pri- 
vateering Account, being refolved to make her For- 
tune one way or other. 

Thefe Privateers were no fooner fail’d out, but 
the Crews of fome of them, who had been pardoned, 
rofe againll their Commanders, and turned themfelves 
to their old Trade : In this Number was Alary Read, 
’Tis true, fhe often declared, that the Life of a Py- 
rate was what fhe heartily abhor’d, and went into it 
only upon Compulfion, both this Time and before, 
intending to quit it, whenever a fair Opportunity 
fhould offer itfelf ; yet fome of the Evidences againll 
her, upon her, Tryal, who were forced Men, and 
had failed with her, delpofcd upon Oath, that, in 
Times of A£lion, no Perfons amongfl them were more 
refolute, or ready ro board, or undertake any Thing 
that was hazardous, than fhe and Anne Bonny ; and 
particularly at the Time they were attack’d and taken, 
when they came to clofe Quarters, none kept the 
Deck except Alary Read and Anne Bonny , and one 
more ; upon which, flie ( Mary Read) called to thofe 
tinder Deck, to come up and fight like Men, and, 
finding they did not Air fired her Arms down the 
Hold amongfl them, killing one, and wounding o- 
thers. 

This was part of the Evidence againll her, which 
fhe denied ; whether this was true or no, thus much 
is certain, that fhe did not want Bravery ; nor indeed, 
was fhe lefs remarkable for her Modelly, according 
to her Notions of Virtue : Her Sex was not fo mueh 
as fufpe£led by any Perfon on Board, till Anne Bonny 
took her for a handfome young Fellow, and, for 
fome Reafons bell known to herfelf, firfl difeovered 
her Sex to Alary Read : Alary Read, knowing what 
fhe would be at, and being very fenfible of her own 
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Incapacity that Way, was forced to come to a rk 
Underflanding with her, and fo, to the great Dili 
pointment of Anne Bonny , fhe let her know (he vj 
a Woman alfo ; but this Intimacy fo diilurb’d Cr( 
tain Rackam , who was the Lover and Gallant 
Anne Bonny, that he grew furioully Jealous, fo that; 
told A?me Bonny, he would cut her new Love 
Throat; whereupon, to quiet him,, fhe let him ir 
the Secret alfo. 

Captain Rackam , (as he was enjoin’d,) kept 1 
Thing a Secret from all the Ship’s Company ; y 
notwithflanding all her Cunning and Referve, Lc 
found her out in this Difguile, and hindered 1 
from forgetting her Sex. In their Cruize they to 
a great Number of Ships, belonging to Jamaica, a 
otner Parts of the Weft' Indies, bound to and fr< 
England ; and whenever they met any good Art 
or other Perfon that might be of any great Ufe 
their Company, if he was not willing to enter, it \ \ 
their Cullom to keep him by Force. Among th * 
was a young Fellow of a molt engaging Behavio , 
or, at lealt, he was fo in the Eyes of Mary Read, w it 
became fo fmitten with his Perfon and Addrefs, t : 
fhe could not refl, either Night or Day ; but as th ; j 
is nothing more artful than Love, it was no h [ 
Matter for her, who had before been praftic’d in tf • 
Wiles, to find a Way to let him difeover her Si I 
She firfl infinuated hcrlelf into his Liking, by talk H 
againll the Life of a Pirate, which he was altoget • 
averfe to ; fo that they bceame Mcfs-Mates and It i 
Companions: When lhc found he had a Friend! J 
for her, as a Man, fhe fuffered the Difcovery to 
made, by carelefly fhewing her Brealts, which v *| 
very White and Swelling. 

The young Fellow, who, we may fuppofe, 
made of Flefh and Blood, had his Curiofity and . 
fire fo rais’d by this Sight, that he never ceafed 
portuning her, till fhe eonfefied what flie was. N » 
begins the Scene of Love ; as lie had a Liking 
Elteem for her, under her fuppofed Character, it 
now turned into Fondnefs and Defire ; her Pali 
was no lefs violent than his, and fhe exprefled it 
one of the moll generous Aflions, perhaps, thate 
Love infpir’d. It happened that this young Fell 
had a Quarrel with one of the Pirates, and their S 
then lying at an Anchor, near one of the Iflands, ti f 
had appointed to go a-fhore and fight, according 
the Cullom of thefe People: Mary Read was to L 
lall Degree uncafy and anxious, for rhe Fate of [I 
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Lover ; fhe would not have had him refufe the Cl \ . 
lenge, becaufe flie could not bear the Thoughts fj 
his being branded with Cowardife ; on the ot® 


Side, fhe dreaded the Event, and apprehended : 
Fellow might be too hard for him: When Lc| 
once enters into the Breail of a Perlon who hasrr 
Sparks of Generofity, it Airs the Heart up to ^ 
moll noble A&ions. fn this Dilemma, flic fhewll 
that fhe feared more for his Life than fhe did for i] 
own; for fhe took a Refolution of quarrelling wl 
this Fellow herfelf, and, having challenged him 
fhore, fhe appointed the Tin^e two Hours fooner til 
that when he was to meet her Lover, w here fhe foudl 
him at Sword and Piflol, and killed him upon i 
Spot. 

It is true, fhe had fought before, when flie H 
been infulted by fome of thofe Fellows ; but ,nJ 
it was altogether in her Lover’s Caufe, for Ike ilo 
as it were betwixt him and Dench, as if Ihe could i 
live without him. If he had had no regard for 1 
before, this Action would have been enough to ha 
bound him to her for ever ; but there was no OcJ 
fion for Ties or Obligations, his Inclination towail 
her was fufficient ; in fine, they applied their Trcli 
to each other, which Alary Read laid, Ihe look 
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upon to be as good a Marriage, in Conference, as if 
it had been done by a Minifter in Church ; and 
to this was owing her great Belly, which fhe pleaded 
at her Trial, to lave her Life. 

Si»e declared fhe had never committed Adultery 
or Fornication with any Man ; fhe commended the 
hiilice of the Court, before which fhe was tried, 
tor diflinguifhing the Nature of their Crimes ; her 
Hufb and, as fhe called him, with feveral others, be- 
ing acquitted. When fhe was ask’d, who he was ? 
fhe would not tell ; but faid he was an honeft Man, 
and had no Inclination to fuch Pra&ices, and that 
they had both refolved to leave the Pirates the firft 
Opportunity, and apply themfelves to fome honert 
Livelihood. 

There is no doubt, but many had Companion for 
her ; yet the Court could not avoid finding her 
Guilty ; for, among other Things, one of the Evi- 
dences againfl her depofed, tliat, being taken by 
Rackatn , and detained fome Time on Board, he fell 
accidentally into Difcourfe with Mary Read ; whom 
taking fora young Man, he afk’d her, what Plea- 
fure lhe could have in being concern'd in fuch En- 


terprizes, where her Life was continually in Danger, 
by Fire or Sword ; and not only fo, but fhe mull 
be fure of dying an ignominious Death, if fhe fhould* 

be taken alive ? She anliver’d, that, as to the 

hanging, fhe thought it no great Hardfhip ; for, were 
it not for that, every cowardly Fellow would turn 
Pirate, and fo infeft the Seas, ’that Mfcn of Courage 

mull ftarve: That if it was put to the Choice of 

the Pirates, they would not have the Punifhment lefs 
than Death, the Fear of which kept fome daftardlv 
Rogues honert ; that many of thofe who are now 
cheating the Widows and Orphans, and opprefling 
their poor Neighbours, who have no Money to ob- 
tain Juflice, would then rob at Sea, and the Ocean 
would be crowded with Rogues, like the Land, fo 
that no Merchant would venture out, and the Trade 
in a little Time, would not be worth following. 

Being found quick with Child, as has been obfer- 
ved, her Execution was refpited, and it is poihbic 
fhe would have found Favour, but that fhe was 
feiz’d with a violent Fever, foon after her Trial, of 
which file died in Prifon. 


The LIFE of A 


W E are fo particular in the Lives of thefe 
two Women, purely on Account of their 
Sex : Othcnviie, as they did not rife to 
Command, we fhould no have mention’d them, ex- 
cept in the Lift of condemn’d Perfcns. However, 
we hope our Attempt will not be difpleafihg, and fo, 
without more Apology, we proceed to Anne Bonny, 
who was bom at at a Town near Cork, in the King- 
dom of Ireland. Her Father was an Attorney *t 
Law, but Anne was not one of his legitimate lifuc, 
which feems to crofs an old Proverb, which fays. 
That Bafiards have the bejl Luck. Her Father was a 
married Man, and his Wife, having been brought to 
Bed, contracted an lllnefs in her Lying-in, fo that, 
in order to recover her Health, fhe was advis’d to re- 
move for Change of Air. The Place fhe chofe, was 
at a few Miles Diilance from her Dwelling, where 
her HufbancTs Mother liv’d. Here ihe tojeurn’d 
fome Time, her Hufband Having at Home, to fol- 
low his Affairs. 

The Servant Maid, whom fhe ieft to look after 
the Houfe, and attend the Family being a hand fome 
young Woman, fhe was courted by a young Man of 
the fame Town, who was a Tanner. This Tanner 
as’d to take all Opportunities,when the Family was out 
af the Way, of coming to purfue his Amour ; and 
aeing with the Maid one Day, as fhe was emplov ’d in 
:he Houfhold Bufinefs, not having the Fear of God 
aefore his Eyes, he takes his Opportunity, when her 
Lick was turn’d, of whipping three Silver Spoons 
nto his Pocket. The Maid foon mifs’d the Spoon?, 
tnd knowing that no Body had been in the Room, 
)ut herfelf and the young Man, fince fhe faw them 
ill, fhe charg’d him with taking them. He very 
fifty denied it ; upon which, fhe grew outragious, 
nd threaten’d to go to a Conflable, in order to 
irry him before a Juftice of Peace. Thefe Me- 
c . ces frighten’d him out of his Wiu\ well know- 
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ing he could not fland Search : Wherefore he endea- 
vour’d to pacify her, by defiring her to examine ue 
Drawers and other Places, by doing which, perhaps, 
fhe might find them. In this Time he flips into an- 
other Room, where the Maid ufually lay, puts the 
Spoons betwixt the Sheets, and then makes his E- 
fcape by a Back-Door; concluding, fhe mnft find 
them when fhe went to Bed, and io, next Day, he 
might pretend he did it only to frighten her, and the 
Thing might be laugh’d oft for a Jefl. 

As loon as fhe mifs’d him, lhe gave over her 
Search, concluding he had carried them off, and went 
direftly to a Confbble, in order to have him ap- 
prehended. The young Man was inform’d that a 
Conflable had been in Search of him, which he re- 
garded but little, not doubting but all would be well 
next Day. Three or four Days pafs’d, and Hill he 
was told the Conflable was upon the hunt for him : 
This, at lafl, made him lie conceal’d ; he could not 
comprehend the Meaning of it; he imagin’d no lefs, 
than tliat the Maid had a mind to convert the Spoons 
tc her own Ufe, and put the Robbery upon him. 

It happen’d, at this Time, that the Millrels, be- 
ing perfefclly recover’d of her late Indifpofition, was 
return’d Home, in Company with her Mother-in- 
Law ; the fir A News fhe heard was of the Lof? of 
the Spoons, with the Manner how ; the Maid tell- 
ing her, at the fame Time, that the young Man 
was run away. The Fellow had Intelligence of the 
Miflrefs’s Arrival, when confidering with himfelf 
that he could never appear again in his Bufinefs, un- 
lefs this Matter was got over, and that Madam was 
a good-natur’d Woman, he took a Refolution of go- 
ing directly to her, and of telling her the >\hole 
Story, only with this Difference, that he did it for 
a Jefl. 

The Miftrefs could fcarce believe it ; however, fhe 
went directly to the Maid’s Room, and turning 
X x downing 
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downing the Bed-Clothes, there, to her great Sur- 
prize, ihe found the three Spoons. Upon this,’ (he 
defm’d the young Man to go Home and mind his 
Bufmcfs, for he ihould have no farther Trouble a- 
bout it. 

The Miftrefs could not imagine the Meaning of 
this ; lhe never had found the Maid guilty of any 
pilfering, and therefore it could not enter her Head, 
rhat flic defign’d to (leal the Spoons herfelf. Upon 
the whole, lhe concluded the Maid had not been in 
her Bed from the Time the Spoons were mifs’d ; 
fo that fhe grew immediately jealous upon it, and 
fufpe&ed that the Maid fupplied her Place with her 
Husband during her Abfence, and that this was the 
Reafon why the Spoons were no fooner found. 

She call’d to Mind feveral Actions of Kindnefs 
which her Hufband had fhew’d the Maid, 1 hings that 
pafs’d unheeded by when they happen’d, but now 
lhe had got that Tormenter, Jealoufy, in her Head, 
they amounted to Proofs of their Intimacy. Ano- 
ther Circumftance which ftrengthen’d the whole, was, 
that though her Hufband knew fhe was to come 
Home that Day, and had had no Communication 
with her in four Months before, which was ever fmee 
her Lying-in ; yet he took an Opportunity of go- 
ing out of Town that Morning, upon fome flight 

Pretence : All thefe Things put together, confirm’d 

her in her Jealoufy. 

As Women feldom forgive Injuries of this Kind, 


fhe thought of difeharging her Revenge upon the 
Maid : In order to this, fhe leaves t' 


theSpoons where fhe 
found them, and orders the Maid to put clean Sheets 
upon the Bed ; telling her, fhe intended to lie there 
herfelf that Night, becaufe her Mother-in- Law was 
to lie in her Bed, and that fhe (the Maid) mull lie 
in another Part of the Houfe. The Maid, in ma- 
king the Bed, was furpriz’d with the Sight of the 
Spoons, but there were very good Reafons why it 
was not proper for her to tell where fhe found them ; 
therefore fhe takes them up, puts them in her Trunk, 
intending to leave them in fome Place where they 
might be found by chance. 

The Miftrefs, that every Thing might look to be 
done without Defign, lies that Night in ,the Maid’s 
Bed, little dreaming of what an Adventure it would 
produce. After fhe had been a Bed fome Time, 
thinking on what had pafs’d (for Jealoufy kept her 
awake,) fhe heard fome Body enter the Room : At 
hrft fhe apprehended it to be Thieves, and was fo 
frighten’d, that fhe had not Courage enough to call 
out: But when fhe heard thefe Words, Mary, are 
you awake? fhe knew it to be her Hufband’s Y r oice. 
Then her Fright was over ; yet fhe made no Anfwer, 
left he fhould find her out, if fhe fpoke; therefore 
fhe continu’d to counterfeit Sleep, and take what 
follow’d. 

The Hufband came to Bed, and that Night play’d 
the vigorous Lover ; but one Thing fpoil’d the Di 
verfion on the Wife’s Side, which was the Reflexion 
that it was not defign’d for her ; however, fhe was 
very paflk'e, and bore it like a humble Chriftian. 
Early before Day fhe ftole out of Bed, leaving him 
afleep, and went to her Mother- in- Law, telling her 
what had pafs’d, not forgetting how he had us’d 
her, as taking her for the Maid ; the Hufband alfo 
ftole out, not thinking it convenient to be catch’d 
in that Room. In the mean time, the Revenge of 
the Miftrefs wrought ftrongly againft the Maid, and 
without confidering that to her ihe ow’d the Diver- 
fion of the Night before, and that one good Turn 
deferv’d another, fhe fent for a ConilabU, and char- 
ged her with ftcaling the Spoons. The Maid’s Trunk 
was broke open, and the Spoons found ; upon which, 


fhe was carried before a Juftice of Peace, and by 
him committed to Goal. 

The Hufband loiter’d about till Twelve a-Clock 
at Noon, then came Home, and pretenued he was 
juft come to Town. ' As foon as he heard what hud 
pafs’d, in Relation to the Maid, he fell into a great 
Paftion with his Wife : This let the 7 hing into a 
greater Flame ; the Mother takes the Wife’s Part a- 
gainft her own Son, infomuch that the Quarrel in- 
creafing, the Mother and Wife took Horfe immedi- 
ately, and went back to the Mother’s Houfe •, and 
the Hufband and Wife never bedded together after. 

The Maid lay a long Time in thePrifon, it being 
near half a Year to tne Aftizes; but before it hap- 
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pen’d, it was difcover’d fhe was with Child. When 
ihe was arraign’d at the Bar, fhe was difeharg’d for 
want of Evidence : The Wife’s Confcience touch’d 
her, and as fhe did not believe the Maid guilty of 
any Theft, except that of Love, fhe did not appear 
againft her. Soon after her Acquittal, ihe was de- 
liver’d of a Girl. 

But what alarm’d the Hufband moil, was, that it 
was difcover’d the Wife was with Child alfo ; he, 
taking it for granted, that he had had no Intimacy 
with her fince her laft Lying-in, grew jealdus of her 
alfo, in his Turn, and made this a Handle to juftify 
hinifelf for his Ufage of her; pretending, now, he 
had fufpebted her long, but that here was Proof. 
Madam was deliver’d of Twins, a Son and a Daugh- 
ter. 

The Mother fell ill, and fent to her Son to recon- 
cile him to his Wife, but he would not hearken to it, 
therefore fhe made a Will, leaving all fhe had ir 
the Hands of certain Truftees, for the Ufe of the 
Wife and the two Children lately born, and died * 
few Days after. 

This was an ugly Turn upon him, his greatef 
Dependance being upon his Mother : However, hi 
Wife was kinder to him than he deferv’d ; for (he 
made him a yearly Allowance out of what was left 
though they continu’d to live feparate : It lulled nea. 
'five Years. At this Time, having a great A ftectioi 
for the Girl he had by his Maid, he had a mind t( 
take it Home, to live with him ; but as all th« 
Town knew It to be a Girl, the better to dnguif 
the Matter from them, as well ns from his Wile, he 
had it put into Breeches, as if it had been a Boy 
pretending it was a Relation's Child, whom he wa 
to breed up to be his Clerk. 

The Wife heard he had a little Boy at Home 
that he was very fond of; but as fhe did not know 
any Relation of his that had fuch a Guild, ihe em! 
ploy’d a Friend to enquire further into it. 1 hi 
Perfon, by talking with, the Child, found it to be 
Girl, difcover’d that the Servant-Maid was it* Mo 
ther, and that the Hufband ftiil kept up nis Correi 
pondence with her. f 

Upon this Intelligence, the Wife, being umvillin; 
that her Children’s Money Ihould go towards tft 
Maintenance of Baftards, flopp’d tne A.bwance 
The Husband enrag’d, in a kind of Revenge, take 
the Maid home, and lives with her publickiy, to th 
great Scandal of his Neighbours ; but he foon foun 
the bad Effect of it ; for by Degrees he loll his Prac 
tice, fo that he fuw plainly he could not live then 
This made him think of removing, and turning whal 
EfFe&s he had into ready Money ; whereupon, h 
goes to Cork , and there, with his Maid ;md Daugl 
ter, embarks for Carolina. 

At fir ft he follow’d the Pra&icc of the Law i 
that Province, but aftenvard* fell into Merchandife 
which prov'd more fuccefsful to him ; for he gain' 
by it iufftcient to pnrehafe a confidernblc Plantation 
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lis Maid, who pafs’d for his Wife, happen’d to 
d after which, his Daughter, our Anne Bonny , 
n i grown up, kept his Houfe. 

he was of a fierce and couragious Temper, 
w’refore, when fhe lay under Condemnation, fe- 
V (J Stories were reported of her much to her Dif- 
Banuge ; as that fhe had kill’d an Englijb Ser- 
vJ:-Maid once in her Paflion, with a Cafe-Knife, 
v, le fhe look’d after her Father’s Houfe ; but upon 
f L her Enquiry, we found this Story to be ground- 
lc: ’Tis certain, fhe was fo robufi, that once, when 
a >ung Fellow would have lain with her againft her 
Ml, fhe beat him fo that he lay ill of it a confidera- 

fcjrime. 

/hile fhe liv’d with her Father, fhe was look’d 
uj i as one that would have a confiderable Fortune ; 
w refore it was thought her Father defign’d a good 
A ch for her ; but fhe fpoil’d all, for, without his 
C fent, fhe marries a young Fellow who belong’d 
tcie Sea, and was not worth a Groat. This pro- 
ve 'd her Father to fuch a Degree, that he turn’d her 
oi of Doors ; upon which, the young Fellow who 
m*ied her finding him fell difiippomted in his Ex 
ition, fhipp’d hunfelf and Wife for the Ifland of 
defence, expelling Employment there, 
ere fhe became acquainted with Raekam the Pi- 
who, making Courtfhip to her, foon found 
as of withdrawing her AfFeftions from her Huf- 
, fo that fhe confented to elope from him, and 
> Sea with Raekam in Men’s Cloaths. She was 
>od as her Word, and after fhe had been at Sea 
Time, fhe proved with Child. When fhe be- 
o grow big, Raekam landed her on the Ifland of 


Cuba ; and, recommending her there to fome Friends 
of his, they took Care of her till fhe was brought to 
Bed. When fhe was up, and well again, he fent 
for her to bear him Company in his future Expedi- 
tions. 

The King’s Proclamation for pardoning of Pirates 
being out, he took the Benefit of it, and iurrender’d, 
afterwards, being fent upon the privateering Account, 
he return’d to his old Trade, as has been already 
hinted in the Story of Mary Read. In all thefe Ex- 
peditions Anne Bonny bore him Company, and when 
any Bufmefs was to be done in their Way, no Body' 
was more forward or couragious than fhe ; and par- 
ticularly, when they were taken ; when fhe and Mary 
Read , with one more, were all the Pcrfons that durlt 
keep the Deck, as has been before hinted. 

Her Father was known to a great many Gentle- 
men, Planters of Jamaica , who had dealt with him, 
and among whom he had a good Reputation ; and 
fomc of them, who had been in Carolina , remem- 
ber’d to have fecn her in his Houfe. This made 
them inclin’d to (hew her Favour, but the ACHon of 
leaving her Hufband was an ugly Circunilhr.ee a - 
gainll her. The Day that Raekam was executed, by 
fpecial Favour, he was admitted to fee her ; but ail 
the Comfort fhe gave him, was, that Jh: was forty 
to fee him there, but if he had f ought like a Man , he 
need not have bee?i hang d like a Dog. 

She was continu’d in Prifon till the Time of her 
Lying-in, and afterwards repriev’d from Time to 
Time ; but what is become of her fince, we cannot 
learn : Only this we know, that fhe was never exe- 
cuted. 


Ik LIFE of Captain HOWEL DAVIS. 


Aptain Howe l Davis was born at Milford \ in 
Monmouthjhire , and from a Boy brought up to 
J the Sea Service. The lafl Voyage he made 
■ii England was in the Cadogan Snow of Briftol , 
tain Skinner Commander, bound for the Coaft 
Mfuinea, of which Snow Davis was chief Mate. 
T y were no foor.cr arriv’d at Sierraleon, on the a- 
fa aid Coall, but they were taken by the Pirate 
f dandy who plunder’d them. Captain Skinner 
at this Time barbaroully murder’d, as has 
be i related before in the Story of Captain Eng - 
ta f . 

i ftcr the Death of Captain Skinner , Davis pre- 
tc ed that he was mightily follicited by England to 

er 
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ge with him ; but that he refolutely anfwer’d, he 
Id fooner be fhot to Death than fign the Pirates 
cles. Upon which, England , pleas’d with his 
■ery, fent him and the reit of the Men on board 
Snow again, appointing him Captain of her, in 
Room of Skinner, and commanding him to pur- 
fu ns Voyage. He alfo gave him a written Paper 
d up, with Orders to open it when he fhould come 
a certain Latitude, and, at the Peril of his 
E follow the Orders therein fet down. This was 
■tuith an Air of Grandeur, like what Princes 


pra&ife to their Admirals and Generals. It was 

punctually complied with by Davis , who read it to 
the Ship’s Company : It contain’d no lefs than a ge- 
nerous Deed of Gift of the Ship and Cargo to Da- 
vis and the Crew, and an Order, that they fhould 
go to Brafil and difpofe of the Lading to the belt 
Advantage, making a fair and equal Divedend of the 
Profit, 

Davis demanded of the Crew, whether they were 
willing to follow their Directions ; when, to his 
great Surprize, he found the Majority of them alto- 
gether averfc to it ; whereupon, in a Rage, he bad 
them be damn’d, and go where they would. They 
knew that Part of their Cargo was configned to cer- 
tain Merchants at Barbadoes , wherefore they fleered 
for that Ifland. When they arrived, they related to 
thefe Merchants, the unfortunate Death or Skinner , 
and the Propofal which had been made to them b} 
Davis ; upon which, Davis was feized and com 
mitted to Prifon, where he was kept three Months ? 
however, as he had been in no ACl of Piracy, he 
was difeharged without being brought to any Trial, 
yet he could not, after this, expeCl any Employment 
there. Koowing therefore, that the Ifland of Pro- 
vidence was a kind of Rendezvous of Pirates, he 

was 
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was refolded to make one amongft them, if pofiible, 
and, to that Purpofe, found Means of (hipping him- 
felf for that Ifland ; but, he was again difappointed $ 
for, when he artived there, the Pirates had newly 
fun-rendered to Captain Woods Rogers , and accepted 
of the Ad of Grace, which he had juft brought from 
England. 

However Davis was not long out of Bufinefs ; for 
Captain Rogers having fitted out two Sloops for 
-Trade, one call’d the Buck , the other the Mitmvil 
Trader, Davis found an Employment on board of 
one of them : The Lading of thefe Sloops was of 
confiderable Value, confifting of European Goods, 
which were to be exchang’d with the French and 
Spaniards ; and many of the Hands on board of ’em 
were the Pirates lately come in upon the Ad of 
Grace. The firft Place they touch’d at, was the 
Ifland of Martinico , belonging to the French , where 
Davis having confpir’d with fome others, they rofe 
in the Night, fecur’d the Mafter, and feized the Sloop. 
As foon as this was done, they call’d to the other 
Sloop, which lay a little Way from ’em, among 
whom they knew there were a great many Hands ripe 
for Rebellion, whom they order’d to come on board 
of them. They did fo, and the greateft Part of them 
agreed to join with Davis ; thofe who were other- 
wife inclin’d, were fent back on board the Mumvil 
Sloop, to go where they pleas’d, Davis having firft 
taken out of her every Thing which he thought might 
be of Service. 

After this a Council of War was call’d, over a 
large Bowl of Punch, at which it was propos’d to 
choofe a Commander. The Election was foon over, 
for it fell upon Davis by a great Majority of legal 
Pollers , fo that there was no Scrutiny demanded, for 
all acquiefced in the Choice. As foon as he was 
poffefs’d of his Command, he drew up Articles, 
which were fign’d and fworn to by himfelf and the 
reft ; then he made a fhort Speech, the Sum of 
which was, a Declaration of War againft the whole 
World. 

After this, they confulted about a proper Place 
where they might clean their Sloop, a light Pair of 
Heels being of great Ufe either to take, 'or efcape be- 
ing taken. For this Purpofe, they made Choice of 
Co Ws Hole , at the Eaft End of the Ifland of Cuba , a 
Place where they might fecure themfeives from Sur- 
prize, the Entrance being fo narrow that one Ship 
might keep out a hundred. 

Here they clean’d with much Difficulty, for they 
had no Carpenter in their Company, who is a Perfon 
of great Ufe upon fuch Exigencies. From hence they 
put to Sea, making to the North-fidc of the Ifland of 
Hifpaniola . The firft Sail which fell in their Way, 
was a French Ship of twelve Guns; it muil be obferv’d 
that Davis had but thirty-five Hands, not with Hand- 
ing which, Provifions began to grow fhort with him: 
Upon this Account he attack’d this Ship, which foon 
ftruck, and he fent twelve of his Hands on board of 
her, in order to plunder. This was no fooner done, 
but*a Sail was fpied a great Way to the Windward of 
them ; they enquir’d of the Frenchman what flie might 
be; he anfwer’d, that he had fpoke with a Sh’p the 
Day before, of 24 Guns, and 60 Men, and h c took 
this to be the fame. 

Davis then propofed to his Men to attack her, 
telling them fhe would be a rare Ship for their Ufe ; 
but they look’d upon it to be an extravagant At- 
tempt, and difeover’d no Fondnefsfor it. However, 
he allur’d them he had a Stratagem in his Head that 
would make all fafe ; wherefore he gave Chace, and 
order’d his Prize to do the fame. The Prize being a 
flow Sailor, Davis firft came up with the Enemy, 
and, Handing a long Side of them, fhew’d his pira- 


tical Colours : They, much furpriz’d, call’d to a . 
vis, telling him, that they wonder’d at his ft a . 
dence in venturiug to come fo near them, and 0 * r „ 


ing him to ftrike ; but he anfwer’d, that he intend 
to keep them in Play, till his Confort came up, | I0 


was able to deal with them, and that if they di v < 




ftrike to him, they fhould have but hard Qua 


whereupon he gave them a Broad -Side, which ey 
returned. B" 


In the mean Time the Prize drew near, who ,’j. 
ged all the Prifoners to come upon Deck in\[t* 
Shirts, to make a Shew of Force, as they had 1| 
dire&ed by Davis ; they alfo hoifted a dirty Tanv 
lin, by Way of black blag, they having nothins;!^ 
ter, and fir’d a Gun *- The French Men wereiB 5 ' 
timidated by this Appearance of force, that 9 
ftruck. Davis called out to the Captain to conlj 
Board of him, with twenty of his Hands ; hc d \ 
and they were all, for the greater Security, 
into Irons, the Captain excepted : Then hc fent 
of his Men on Board the firft Prize, and, in 
ftill to carry on the Cheat, fpoke aloud, that 
fhould give his Service to the Cnpt in, and . 
him to fend fome Elands on Board the P ize, 1 
what they had got ; but, at the fame 1 ime, 
them a written Paper, with Inilructions ulr.t 
fhould really do. Here he ordered tnem to n 
the Guns in the little Prize, to take out all the 
Arms and Powder, and to go every Man or 
on Board the fecond Prize ; when this was don 
ordered that more of the Prifoners fhould be ren 
out of the great Prize, into the little one, by • 
he fecured himfelf from any Attempt which mig 
feared from their Numbers ; for thofe on boa 
him were faft in Irons, and thofe in the little 
had neither Arms nor Ammunition to defend 
ftlves. 

Thus the 


three Ships kept Company for 2 
when finding the great Prize to be a very dull 
he thought fire would not be fit for his Pu 
wherefore he refclv’d to reftorc her to the Cal 
with all his Hands ; but firft, lie took Care tc 
out all her Ammunition, and every Thing elfe ’ 
he might poffibly want. The French Captain v 
fuch a Rage, at being fo outwitted, that, wh 
got on Bonid his own Ship, he was going (0 1 
himfelf over-board, if he had not been prevent 
his Men. ■? 

Having let go both his Prizes, he fleered IS 
ward, in which Courfe he took a Email Spanijh 
after this he made towards the IVcJlern Ifinndsl 
met with no Booty thereabouts ; then he fteenl 
the Cape de Verde Iflands where they call A j 
at St. Nicholas , hoifting EngljjA Colours ; tbelj 
tnguefe inhabiting there, took him for an 
Privateer, and Davis going a-fhoic, they both ti.( 
him very civilly, and alfo traded with him. Htm. 
remained five Weeks, in which Tin c he and kB 
Crew, for their Pleafure, took a Journey to the if 
Town of the Ifland, which w'as 19 Miles 
Country : Davis , making a good Appearan 
rarefied by the Governor and the Inhabitants, a*no 
Diverfion was wanting which the Portuguefe tild 
fhew, or their Money could purchafe : After Sut 
a Week’s Stay, he came back to the Ship, an the 
reft of the Crew went to take their Pleafure uie 
Town, in their Turn, as the Captain had done.j 

At their Return they clean’d their Ship, an put | 
to Sea, but not with their whole Company ; fojve 
of them, like Hannibal's Men, were fo chaj d 
with the Luxuries of the Place, and the free 
verfation of fome Women, that they ftaid helps 
and one of them, udiofe Name was Charles Frayn 
a N'jmnouih'bire Man. married and fetded hirfU 

Mi 


Py rates, Highwaymen, Murderers, &Cc. iy§ 


aid lived there fevera! Years, being, for ought we and there call Anchor, and having order’d out the 
inow, alive at this Day. Boat, he commanded fix Men into her, with old or- 

From hence they failed to Bonevifta , and looked dinary Jackets, while he himfelf, with the Mailer 
nto that Harbour, but finding nothing, they lleered and Doftor, drefs’d themfelves like Gentlemen, his 
or the Hie of May : When they arrived here, they Defign being, that the Men fhould look like corn- 
net with a great many Ships and Vefiels in the Road, nion Sailors, and they like Merchants. In rowing 
11 which they plundered, taking out of them what- a-lliore, he gave his Men InHruCtions what to fay, in 
ver they wanted ; they alfo Hrengthened themfelves cafe any Queitions Ihould be a&’d them by the Gar- 
/ith a great many trefh Hands, who moil of them rifon. 

nter’d voluntarily. One of the Ships they took to Being come to the Landing-Place, he was receiv’d 
heir own Life, mounted her with twenty fix Guns, by a File of Mufquetteers, and conduced into the 
nd call’d her the King James. There being no frelh Fort, where the Governor, accoiling them civilly, 
vater hereabouts, they made towards St. Jago, afk’d them who they were, and whence they came ? 
hich belonged to tile Psrtuguefe, in order to lay They anfwer’d, they were of Liverpool, bound for 
i a Store, Davis , with a few Hands, going a- the River of Sinnegal , to trade for Gum and Ele- 
lore, to find the mofl commodious Place to water phant’s Teeth, but that they were chas’d on that 
r, the Governor, with fome Attendants, came him- Coail by two French Men of War, and narrowly ef- 
lf, and examined who they were, and whence they cap’d being taken, having the Heels of them but a 
ane: Not liking Davis's Account of himfelf, his very little. V/e are now refolved , fays he, to tr.ake 

( xcdlency was fo plain as to tell them, that he fuf- the beft of a bad Market , and would willingly trade 
:£lcd them to be Pirates. Davis feemed mightily here for Slaves . Then the Governor afk’d them, 
fronted, Handing much upon his Honour, and re- What was the chief of their Cargo ? They anfwer’d, 
ying to the Governor, that he fcorn’d his Words; Iron and Plate, which were good Things there. The 
ft ) we ver, as foon as his Back was turn’d, for fear of Governor told them he wolild Have them to the full 


ccidents, he got on Board again as fail as he could. 
avis related what had happened, and hiiMenfeem- 
. to refent the Affront which had been offered him. 
avis, upon this, told them, he was confident he 
uld furprize the Fort in the Night j they Agreed 
th him to attempt it, and accordingly, when it 
ew late, they went a-fhore well arm’d ; and the 
Liard which was there kept, was fo negligent, that 
°y got within the Fort before any Alarm was gi- 
n; When it was too late there was fome little Re- 
;ance made, and three Men killed on Davis's Side. 
aofe in the Fort, in their Hurry, run into the Go- 
rnor’s Houfe to fave themfelves, which they barri- 
ioed fo ffrongly, that Davis' s Party could not en- 
• it ; however, they threw in Granadoe-Shclls, which 
t only ruin’d all the Furniture, but kill’d feveral 
en within. 

When it was Day the whole Country was alarm’d, 
d came down to attack the Pirates ; who, con- 
ering it was not their Bufinefs to Hand a Siege, 
ide the bell of their Way on Board their Ship a- 
in, after having difmounted the Guns of the Fort. 
f this Enterprize they did a great deal of Mifchief 
the Portuguefe, and got but very little Good to 
einfelves. 

Having put to Sea, they mufler’d their Hands, and 
md themfelves near feventy Hrong j then it was 
opofed what Courfe they fhould ileer, and, differ- 
1 ill their Opinions, they divided, tho’ by a Mti- 
j'ity it was carried for Gambia on the Coail of Gui- 
Of this Opinion was Davis , who having been 
• iploy’d in that Trade, was acquainted with the 
baft: Fie told them, that there was a gieat deal of 
oncy always kept in Gambia Caftle, and that it 
Muld be worth their while to make an Attempt up- 
{ it. They afk’d him how it was poifible, fince it 
vs garrifoned ? He defired they would leave the 
magenient of it to him, and he would undertake 
‘ make them MaHers of it. They began now to 
nceive fo high an Opinion of his Conduct, as well 
; Courage, that they thought nothing impoffibie to 
In that he had a mind to undertake ; therefore they 
eed to obey him, without enquiring fuither into 
1 Defign. 

Having come within Sight of the Place, he or- 
c ’d all his Men under Deck, except as many as 
' abfolutely neceffary for working the Ship, that 
f fe from the Fort, feeing a Ship with fo few' Fiands, 
i ;ht have no Sufpicion of her being any other than 
5 rading Veffel ; then he ran clofe under the Fort, 
45 


Value of their Cargo, and afk’d them if they had any 
European Liquor on board ? They anfwer’d a little 
for their own Ufe ; however, a Hamper of it fhould 
be at his Service. The Governor then very civilly 
invited them ail to fhy and dine with him } but Da- 
vis told him, that, being Commander of the Ship, 
he mull go on board to fee her well moor’d, and 
give fome other neceffary Orders ; But thefe two Gen- 
tlemen, lays he, may fay, and I myfclf will alfo re- 
turn before Dinner , and bring the Hamper of Liqtwr 
with me. 

While he was in the Fort, his Eyes were very bu- 
fy in obferving how Things lay; he took No tide 
that there was a Centry at the Entrance, and a Guard- 
Houfe juft by it, where the Soldiers upon Duty com- 
monly waited, their Arms Handing in a Corner, in a 
Heap ; he faw alfo, a grCat many fmall Arms in the 
Governor’s Hall : Now, when he came on board, h* 
affur’d his Men of Succefs, deliring them not to get 
drunk, and tciiing them, that as foon as they faw the 
Flag upon the Caille ftruck, they might conclude he 
was Mailer, and fend twenty Hands immediately a- 
fhore ; in the mean Time, there being a Sloop at An- 
chor near them, he lent fome Hands in a Boat, to fe- 
eure the Mailer and all the Men, and bring them on 
board of him ; left they obferving any Euflle, or 
arming in his Ship, might fend a-fhore and give In- 
telligence. 

r l hefe Precautions being taken, he order’d his Men, 
who v\ere to go in the Boat with him, to put two 
Pair of Piftols each under their Cloaths, he doing the 
like himfelf, and gave them Directions to go into the 
Guard-Room, enter into Conversion' wirh the Sol- 
diers, and obferve, when he fhould fire a Piftol through 
the Governor’s Window, to Hart up at once, aftdle- 
cure the Arms in the Guard -Room. 

When Davis arriv’d, Dinner not being ready, the 
Governor propos’d that they fhould employ them- 
felves in making a Bowl of Punch till Dinner-Time : 
It mull be obferv’d, that Davis's Cockfwain waited 
upon them, whd had an Opportunity of going about 
all Parts of the Houfe, to fee what Strength they had: 
He whiiper’d Davis, there being no Pet ion then in 
the Room but themfelves, the Mailer, and the Doc* 
tor ; when Davis on a fudden drew out a Piftol, and 
clapp’d it to the Governor’s Breall, telling him, he 
mult furrender the Fort, and all the Riches in it, Or 
he was a dead Man. The Governor, being no ways 
prepar’d for fuch an Attack, promis’d to be very 
paflive, and do all they defir’d J therefore they fhut 
V y * the 
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•the Door, took down all the Arms that hung in the 
Hall, and loaded them. Davis fires his Pillol through 
the Window, upon which, his Men without execu- 
ted their Part oh the Scheme, like Heroes, in an In- 
ilant ; getting betwixt the Soldiers and their Arms, 
all with their Piitols cock’d in their Hands, while one 
. of them carried the Arms out. When this was done, 
‘they lock’d the Soldiers into the Guard Room, and 
kept Guard without. 

In the mean Time, one of them flruck the Uni- 
on Flag on the Top of the Cattle, at which Signal, 
thofe on Board fent on -Shore a Reinforcement of 
Hands, and they got Pottettion of the Fort without 
the leail Hurry or Gonfufion, or fo much as a Man 
lott of either Side, 

Davis harangued the Soldiers ; upon which, a 
great many of them took on with him ; thofe who 
/refufed, hefent on board the little Sloop; and be- 
caufe he would not be at the Trouble of a Guard for 
them, he ordered all the Sails and Cables out of her, 
‘which might hinder them from attempting to get 
away. 

T his Day was fpent in a kind of Rejoicing, the 
Cattle firing her Guns to'falute the Ship, and the 
Ship paying the fame Compliment to the Cattle ; 
•but the next Day they minded their Eufmefs, that is, 
they fell to plundering. They found "Filings fall 
vaftly fhort of their Expe&ation ; for they difeovered, 
that ‘a great deal of Money had been lately lent away; 
however, they met with the Value' of about two thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling in Bar Gold, and a great many 
other rich Effe&s : Every T'hing they liked, w hich 
was portable, they brought a board their Ship ; fome 
Things which they had no Ufe for, tiney were fo ge- 
nerous as to make a Prefentof to the Matter and Crew 
of the little Sloop, to w hom they alfo returned his 
VefTel again ; and then they fell to work in demount- 
ing the Guns, and demoliihing the -Fortifica- 
tions. 

After they had done as much Mifchief as they 
could, and were weighing Anchor to be gone, they 
fpy’d a Ship bearing down upon them in full Sail ; 
they foon got their Anchors up, and were in a Rea- 
dinefs to receive her. This Ship proved to be a 
French Pirate, of fourteen Guns, and fixty-four Hands, 
half French i half Negroes: The Captain’s Name 
was La Boufe ; he expetted no lefs than a rich Prize, 
which made him fo eager in the Chace ; but when 
he came near enough to lee their Guns, and the Num- 
ber of their Hands upon Deck, he began to think he 
fhould catch a Farter, and fuppofed her to be a 
fmall Euglijh Man of War ; however, fince there 
was no efcaping, he refolv’d to do a bold and def- 
perate A&ion, which was to board Davis. As he 
was making towards her, for that Purpofe, he fired a 
Gun, and hoitted his black Colours ; Davis returned 
the-Salute, and hoitted his black Colours alfo. The 
French Man was not a little pleafed at this happy Wi- 
ftake ; they both hoitted out their Boats, and the 
Captains went to meet and congratulate one anothei, 
with a Flag of Truce in their Sterns. A gieat many 
Civilities patted between them, and La Boufe defired 
Davis to fail down the Coalt with him, that he 
might. get a better Ship: Davis .agreed to it, and 
very courteoutty promifed him, that the firll Ship 
he took, fit for his Ufe, he would give him be- 
ing very willing to encourage an induttrious Bro- 
ther. 

The firit .Place they touched at, was Sierra le on, 
where, at firtt going in, they fpied a tall Ship at An- 
chor 5 .Davis, being the bett Sailor, .firtt came up 
with her, and wondering that flic did not try to make 
off, fufpetted her to.be a Ship. of Force. As foon as 
became along Side of her, fhe brought a Spring upon 
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her Cable, and fired a whole Broadfide upon Davil 
at the fame Time hoitting a black Flag: DaJ 
hoitted his black Flag in like Manner, and fired oi 
Gun to Leeward. J 

In fine, fhe proved to be a Pirate Ship of twent 
four Guns, commanded^ by one Cocklyn , who e 
petting thefe two would prove Prizes, let them con 1 
in, lelt his getting under Sail might frighten the j 
away, and fo he fhould mifs the Booty* 

The Satisfaction was great on all Sides, at tl 
Junttion of Confederates and Brethren in Iniquin 
two Days they fpent in improving their Acquaihtaiil 
and Friendihip, rhe third Day Davis and Cocldyn 
greed, to go in La Boufe'* Brigantine, and attack t 
Fort ; they contrived it fo, as to get up thither 
high Water ; thofe in the Fort fuipetted them to 
what they really were, and therefore Hood upon th 1 
Defence. When the Brigantine came within Musk* 1 
Shot, the Fort fired all their Guns upon her; i 
Brigantine did the like upon the Fort, and fo tf 
held eacli other in Play for feveral flours, when 
two confederate Ships came up to the Attiltance of » 
Brigantine. Thofe who defended the Fort, iee ;} 
luch a Number of Hands on Board thefe Ships, 1 
not the Courage to Hand it out any longer, but J 
bandonii.g the fort, left it to the Mercy of the ^ 
•rates. 

They took Pottettion of it, and continued th i 
near fevtif Weeks, in w r hich Time they all cleai | 
their Ships. Wc fhould have obferved, that a Gal w 
came into the Road while they were there, w\ \ 
Davis infilled fhould be yielded to La Boufe, accc M 
ing to his Word of Honour before given ; Coo t 
did not oppofe it, fo La Boufe went into her, v t 
his Crew, and, cutting her half Deck, mounted ( 
with twenty four -Guns. I , 

Having called a Council of War, they agreed > 
fail down the Coaft together, and, for the gre fi:: 
Grandeur, appointed a Commodore, who was G I: 
Davis ; but they had not kept Company long, vv L 
drinking together on Board of Davis, they had a. 
to have fallen together by the Ears, the ttrong Liq t 
fbning up a Spirit of Difcord among them : £)& 9 1 
however, put an End to the Quarrel, by this ilmi 

Speech : Heark ye, you Cocklyn and La Boufi t lc 

fnd by Jlrengtbenivg you , I have put a Rod intoj klr 
Hands to whip ?ryfelf \ but Pm fill able to deal v m 
you both ; hone ever, fince nve met in Love, let us j t h 
in Love , for J find , that three of a Trade can ne * h 

agree long together, Upon this, the other U 

went on Board their refp'ettive Ships, and immedin 
ly parted, each fleering a different Courfe. Br 
Davis held on his Way down the Coufi, and i -J 
king Cape Jppollottia, he met with two Scotch 1 
one Enpllfb V cflels, all which heplundred, and t. i 
iet them go. About five Days after, he fel: in with 
Dutch Interloper of thirty Gunsand ninety Men, (if la- 
being Engltjh, ) off Cape Three Points Bay : ZVj 
coming up along Side of her, the Dutch Mange 
the firtt fire, and pouring in a broad-fide upon Da \ 
killed nine of his Men ; Davis returned it, and a v^®^ 
hot Engagement followed, which latted from on a 
Clock at Noon till nine next Morning, when c J 
Dutch Man ttruck, and yielded her felf their Pr . 

Davis futed up the Dutch Ship for his own l , 
and called her the Rover; aboard of her he moi - 
ed thirty two Guns, and 27 Swivels, and then j * ^ 
ceeded, with her and the K. James to Anamahoe. e ^ 
entered this Bay betwixt the Hours of twelve d 
cne at Noon, and found there three -Ships lyinjt \ 
Anchor, who were trading for Negroes, Gold d 
Teeth: The Names of thefe Ships were the I.k k 
.Pink, Capt. Hall Commander; the Princefs, G 
iPlwnb, which Fobfrts^ who will make *1 co - 

drr. 
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deratte Figure in the (equel of this Hiftory, svas 
fecond Mate ; and the Morice Sloop, Capt. Fin ; he 
cakes thefe Ships without any Refinance, and ha- 
ving plundred them, he makes a Prefect of one of 
;hcm, viz, the Morice Sloop, to the Hutch Prifon- 
>rs. On Board of this Sloop alone were found a hun- 
dred and forty Negroes, befides dry Goods, and a 
:onliderable Quantity of Gold-Dull. 

It happened that feve'ral Canoes were along Side 
)f this laft, when Davis came in, who faved them- 
elves and got afhore ; thefe gave Notice at the Fort, 
:hat thefe Ships were Pirates, upon which rhe Fort 
ired upon them, but without doing any Execution ; 
or their Mettle was not of Weight enougii to reach 
hem; Davis therefore, by Way of Defiance, hoiit- 
d his black Flag, .and returned tneir Compliment. 
The fame Day he fail’d with JiF three Ships, ma- 
ing his Way down the Coaft towards Princes , a P<?r- 
uguefe Colony: But before we proceed any farther 
i Davis's Story, we ihall give our Reader an Ac- 
ounc of the Portuguefe Settlements on this Coail, 
ith other curious Remarks, as they were commu* 
icated to us by an Ingenious Gentleman, lately ar- 
ved from thofe Parts. 

i Description of the Ijlands of 
St. Thome, Del Principe, 
and Annobono. 


\ S the Portuguefe were the great Improvers of 
Navigation, and the hr ft Europeans who trad- 
[l to, and fettled on, the Coafts of Africa , even 
>und to India, and made thofe Difcoveries, which 
f >\v turn fomuch to the Advantage of other Nations, 
i may not be amifs, previoufty to give a Defcription 
• thofe I (lands, to hint on that wonderful Property of 
<e Loadftone, that a little before had been found out* 
id enabled them to purfue luch new and daring Na- 
gations. 

The at tra&ive Power of the Loadftone 'was univer- 
11 y known to the Ancients, as may be believed by 
s being a native Foflii of the Grecians ; for ’cis call’d 
lagnes from Magnefia ; but its directive, or polar 
irtue, has only been known to us within this 3^0 
ears, and is faid to be found out by John Goia , of 
lalphi, in the Kingdom of Naples , Prima dedit 
iktis ufttm magnetis Amalphi ; tho' others think and 
fare us, it was tranfported by Paulas Venetus from 
hina to Italy, like the two other famous Arts of 
lodern Ufe with us, PRINTING and the Ufe of 
iUNS. 

The other Properties or Improvements of the Mag- 
;t, viz,, its Variation, or Deftuxion from an exact 
L or S. Line, Variation of that Variation, and its 
iclination, were the Inventions of Scbafi an Cabot, 
Ir. Gellibtand , and Mr. Norman ; the Inclination of 
te Needle, or that Property whereby it keeps an E- 
vation above the Horizon, in all Places but under 
le Equator, where *tis Parellel, is as furprizing a 
haenomenon as any, and was the Difcovery cf our 
ountrymen ; and could it be found regular, I ima- 
ne it would very much help towards the Difcovery 
7 the Longitude, at leaft ’cwould point out better 
lethods than are hitherto known, when Ships drew 
gh Land, which would anfwer as ufeful an End al- 
oft as the other. 

Before the Verticity and Ufe of the Compafs, the 
Qrfcguefi Navigations had extended no farther than 
[ape Njn, which was their ne plus ultra , and there- 
in 10 cJled. Diflrefs of Weather, indeed, had 
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drove fome Coafters to Porto Santo , and Madera , 
before any certain Method of (leering was invented 5 
but after the Needle was feen thus infpired Navigati- 
on every Year improv’d, under the great Encourage- 
ments of Henry, Alphotfus, and John II. Kings of 
Portugal , in Part of the 14th and in the 15th Cen- 
tury. 

King Alpho?ifus was not fo much at leifure as his 
Predeceiior, to puriue thefe Difcoveries ; but, having 
feen the Advantages that accrued to Portugal by 
them, and that the Pope had. confirmed the perpe- 
tual Donation of all tney lhould difeover between 
Cape B a] adore and India, indufively> he refolv’d 
not to neglett the proper Afliftance* and fo firm’d 
rhe Profits that did or might enfue, to one Bernard 
Go7nez f a Citizen of Lifbon , who was every Voyage 
obliged to difeover ico Leagues Hill farther on : A- 
bout the Year 1470, he maue tiiefe Iflands, the only 
Places of ail the comiderable and large Colonies they 
had in Africa , that do now remain to that Crown. 

St. Thome is the principal of the three, whofe 
Governor is (tiled Captain-General of the Iftands, and 
from whom the other at Priftccs receives his Com- 
million, tho’ nominated by the Court of Portugal : 
It is a Biftioprick, with a great many fecular Clergy, 
who appear to have neither Learning nor Devotion, 
as may be judged by leveral of them being Negroes ; 
One of the Chief of them invited us to hear Mafs, 
as a Diverfion to pais Time away ; where he, and 
his interior Brethren, adted fuch affe&ed Geitures 
and Strains of Voice, as (hewed, to their Difhonour, 

. that they had no otner Aim, than that of pleafing 
us ; and, what I think was ftill worfe, it was not 
without a View of Intereft ; for as thefe Clergy 
are tne chief Traders, they Hoop to pitiful and fcan- 
dalous Methods lor ingratiating themfelves: They 
and the Government, on this trading Account, main- 
tain no great Harmony, being ever jealous of each 
other, and pradHfmg little deceitful Arts r to mono- 
.pohze what Strangers have to offer for fale,. whether 
I oys or Cioachs, which of all Sorts are ever proftt- 
able Commodities with the Portuguese in all Parts 
of the World : An ordinary Suit of Black will fell 
for ieven or eight Pound ; a Middle-row Wig of four 
Shillings, for a Moidore ; a Watch of forty Shil- 
lings, tor fix Pound, &e. 

'The Town is of mean Building, but large and po^ 
pulous ; ’tis the Reftdence of the greater Part of the 
Natives, who,, thro’ the whole Ifland, are computed 
at iococ, the Militia at 3000, and are, in general* 
a rafcally thievifh Generation, as an old grave Friend 
of mine can witnefs ; for he, having carried a Bag 
of fecund-hand Cloaths on Shore, to truck for Pro- 
viftons, feated himfelf on the Sand for that Purpofe, 
and prefently gathered a Crowd round him, to vi evr 
them ; one of thefe defired to know the Price of a 
bkick Suit, that unluckily lay uppermoft, and was 
the beft of them, agreeing to the Demand, with lit- 
tle Heftitation, provided it would but fir him ; he put 
them on immediately, in as much hurry as poffible, 
without any co-liccntia Seignor ; and when my Friend 
was about to commend the Goodnefs of the Suit, and 
Exaflnefs they fet with, not dreaming of the Impu- 
dence of his running away from a Crowd, rhe Raical 
took to his Heels ; my Friend followed and bawled 
very much, and, tho' there was 500 People about 
the Place, it ferved to no other End but making him 
a clear Stage, that the bell Pair of Heels might 
carry it ; fo he loft the Suit of Cloaths, and, before 
he could return to his Bag, others of them had beat 
off his Servant, and (hared the. relh 

Molt of the Ships from Guiney, of their own Na- 
tion, and frequently thofe of ours, call at one or othef 
,of thefe JjLiJik, to reauit with irelU PfOviftocs* and 
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take in Water ; which on the Coaft are not fo good, 
no/ fo conveniently to come by: Their own Ships 
likewife, when they touch here, are obliged to 'ease 
the King his Cuftom for their Slaves, which is always 
in Gold? at fo much a Head, without any Deduftion 
at Brafil, for the Mortality that may happen after 
wards /this, by being a constant Bank to P a y off the 
civil and military Charges of the Government, p 
vents the Inconvemency of Remittances, . P 

both St. name and Privets J fie rich enough, to pay 
ready Money for every Thing they want ot the Etc- 

^The' Beefs are fmall and lean, few of then . ex- 
ceeding two hundred Weight, none of them much 
more fbut the Goats, Hogs and Fowls are very good 
their Sugar is coarfe and dirty, and their Rum lery 
ordinary? as thefe Refrelhments lay tnoft with Peop.e 
wiho are in want of otherNeceffar.es, they come to 
us in a Way of bartering very cheap : A good g 
for an old Cutlalh ; a fat Fowl for a bpan ot Btafil 
Tobacco (no other Sort being valued) and fo in P10- 
nnrfinn to the reft. But in Money you give eight 
Dollars per Head for Cattle, three Dollars torn Goat, 
fix Dollars for a grown Hog, a Teftune and a hdt fb r 
a Fowl, a Dollar per Gallon for Rum, two Dollars 
a Roove for Sugar, and half a Dollar tor a Dozen 1 of 
Paroquets : Here is Plenty likewife of Corn and Ia- 
rine, of Limes, Citrons and Yamms. 

The I (land is reckoned to be almoft Square, each 
Side being 18 Leagues long 1 ’tis hilly, and under the 

JEquinohal, a wooden Bridge, juft without the 

Town, being faid not to deviate the leaft Part of a 
Minute, either to the Southward or Northward 5 and, 
notwithftanding this warm Situation, and the continu- 
al vertical Suns, the Iflanders are very healthy, 
which is imputed by thofe who are difpofed to be 
merry, in a great Meafure, to the Want of even fo 
much as one Surgeon or Phyfician amongft them 
The Ifle Del Principe, the next in Magnitude, is 
a pleafant and delightful Spot to the grave and 
thoughtful Difpofition of the Portuguese ; tis an im- 
provement of Country Retirement, in that this may 
be a happy and uninterrupted Retreat from the 

whole World. . T n i 

I fhall divide what I have to fay on this lUand 
into Obfervations made on our Approach to it, and 
• on the Seas round it; the Harbour, the Produce of 
the Ifland and Seafons, the Way of Living among 
the Inhabitants, and fome Cuftoms of the Negroes, 
with fuch proper Deductions on each, as may lJluit- 
rate the Defcription, and inform the Reader. 

We were bound hither from Wbydah , at the lat- 
ter Part of the Month July , when the Rains are 
over, and the Winds hang altogether S. W. as they 
do before the Rains, S. E. yet with tins Wind we 
found the Ship gained unexpeaedly fo far ro the 
Southward, that is the Windward, that we could 
with eafe have weathered any of the Jflands ; and 1: 
feems next to impoflible how this ihould be, if the 
Currents, which were ftrong to Leeward, in the Road 
of Why dab) had extended in like Manner crols the 
Bite of Benin : No, it muft then have been very dif- 
ficult to have weathered even Cape Formofa : On 
this Occafion, I fhall farther expatiate upon the Cur- 
rents on the whole Coaft of Guiney. 

The Southern Coaft of Africa runs in a Weftern 
Line of Latitude, the Northern on an Eaftern Line ; 
but both ftrait ; with the feweft Inlets, Gulphs or 
Bays, of either of the four Continents ; the only large 
and remarkable one, is that of Benin and Calabar , 
towards which the Currents of each Coaft tend, and 
which is ftrongeft from the Southward, becaufe more 
©pen to a large Sea, whofe rifing it is (tho’ little and 
jfcarce difcernable at any Diftance from the Land,) 


that gives rife to thefe Currents clofe in Shore ; whic 
are nothing but Tides, altered and difturbed by th 
Make and Shape of Lands. 

For Proof of this, I fhall lay down the following 
Obfervations as certain Fa&s. That in the Rivers c 
Gambia and Sierraleon y in the Straits and Channel 
of Benin, and in general along the whole Coaft, th 
Flowings are regular on the Shores, with this Difft 
rence ; that, in the abovemention’d Rivers, and i 
the Channels of Benin, where the Shore contracts th 
Waters into a narrow Compafs, the Tides are ftron 
and high, as well as regular; but on the dead Coal 
where it makes an equal Reverbation, flow and lov 
(not to above two or three Foot,) increafing as yo 
advance towards Benin ; and this is farther eviden 
in that at Cape Corfo, Succonda and Commcnda , an 
where the Land rounds and gives any Stop, tl 
Tides flow regularly on four Foot and upward* 
when on an evencr Coaft, (tho' next adjoining 
they fhall not exceed two or three Foot ; ai 
ten Leagues out at Sea, (where no fuch Interru 
tion is,) they become fcarcely, if at all, pcrcep; 
ble. 

What I would deduce from this, befides a Confi 
mation of that ingenious Theory of the Titles, I 
Captain Halley, is firft, that the Ships bound to A 
gola, Cabenda , and other Places on the Southe 
Coaft of Africa , fhould crols the AZquinofiio.l fre 
Cape Palmas , and run into a Southern Latituc 
without keeping too far to the Weftward ; and t 
Reafon feems plain, for if you endeavour to crofs 
about the Iflands, you meet Calms, foutherly Wine 
and oppofite Currents ; and if too far to the We 
ward, the Trade Winds are ftrong and unfavourabl 
for it obliges you to Hand into 8 or 30° Southern I 
titude, till they are variable. 

Secondly, On the Northern Side of Guiney , 
Ships are bound from the Gold-Coaji to Sierra la 
Gambia , or elfewhere to Windward, confidering t 
Weaknefs of thefe Currents, and the Favourablen 
of Land Breezes, and Southerly the Rains, Tun 
does, and even the Trade Wind, when a-breaft 
Cape Palmas , it is more expeditious to purfue t 
Paftage this Way, than by a long perumbulato 
Courfe of 4 or 500 Leagues to the Weftward, a 
as many more to the Northward, which mull be t 
fore a Wind can be obtained, that could recover t 
Coaft. 

Laftly, It is, in a great Meafure, owing to t 
want of Inlets, and the Rivers being fmall and uni 
vigable, that the Seas rebound with fo dangerou 
Surft thro’ the whole Continent. 

Round the Shores of this Ifland, and in July , j. 
gujl and September , the Months we were there, thi 
is a great Retort ol Whale-Fiih, tame, and fporti 
very high the Ships as they tail in ; they are alu; 
in Pairs, the Female being much the fmaller, and : 
often feen to turn on their Backs for Dalliance, t 
Prologue to engendring : This Filh has an enerr 
called the Threfher, a large Fifh too, that has 
Haunts here at this Sealon, and encounters t 
Whale, railing himfelf out of the Water a confide 
ble Heighth, and falling q gain with great Weight a 
Force: It is commonly faid alfo, that thtreisaSvvoi 
Fifh in thefe Battles, who pricks the Whale up to r 
Surface again ; but without this, i believe, he woi 
fuffocate when put to quick Motions, unlefs f 
quently approaching the Air, to ventilate and 
move the Impediments to a fwifter Circulatio 
Nor do I think he is battled for Prey, but to 1 
move him from what is, perhaps, the Food of bo' 
The Number of Whales here has put me fometin 
on thinking than an advantageous Fiihery might 
made of it ; but I prefume thefe no more than th< 
of Brafil are the Sort which yield the profitable Pa 
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called Whale-Bone : All therefore that the Inlanders Plantations of Tamms , Kulalu > Papas, Variety of 
Jo, is now and then to go out with two or three Ca- Sallating, Ananas , or Pine-Apples, Guavas , Plan - 
noes, and fet on one for their Diverfion. tancs, Bonanas , Manyocos , and Indian Corn ; with 

The Rocks and outer Lines of the Ifland, are the Fowls, Guinea Hens,' Mufcovy Ducks, Goars, Hogs, 
Haunts of variety of Sea-Birds, efpecially Boobies Turkies, and wild Beefs; with each a little Vil- 
and Noddies ; the former are of the Bigncfs of a Gull, lage of Negroes; who* under the Diretf ion of their 
and a dark Colour ; named fo from their Simplicity, fcvcral Mailers* manage the Cultivation, and ex- 
bccaufe they often fit ftill and let the Sailors take change or fell their Produft for Moheyj much after 
them up in their Hands; but I fancy this fucceeds the fame Rates with the People of St. Thome. 
more frequently from their Wearinels, and the Large- We fliall run thro’ a Delcription of the Vegetables, 
nefs of their Wings, which when they once have with their Properties ; not only becaufe they are th£ 
relied, cannot have the Scope neceffary to raife and Produce of this Ifland, but molt of them of Africa in 
2 oat them' on the Air again. The Noddies arefm;,ll- general. 


,*r and flat footed alfo. 

What I would remark more of them, is, the ad- 
nir'able Inftinft in thefe Birds, with refpe& to the 
proper Seafons, and the proper Places for Support, 
n the aforementioned Months, when the large Fiih 
re here, numerous Flocks of Fowl attend lor the 
•pawn and Superfluity of their Nonrifhment ; and in 
'fanuary few of either : For the fame Reafon* there 
re fcarce any Sea Fowl feen on the African Coal! ; 
locks and Ifhnds being generally their beft Security 
nd Subfiftance. 

The Harbour of Princes is at the E. S. E. Point 
f the Ifland ; the North-Side has gradual Soun- 
ings, but here is deep Water, having no Ground 
t a Mile eff" Shore, with 140 Fathom of Line. The 
ort when entered, is a fmooth narrow Bay, fafe 
om Winds, (unlefs a little Swell when Southerly) 
ad draughted into other fmaller and fandy Ones, 
jnvenient for raiflng of Tents, Watering, and haw- 
ng the Seam ; the whole prote&ed by a Fort, or 
ither Battery, -of a dozen Guns on the Larboard- 
de. At the Head of the Bay flands the Town, a- 
iut a Mile from the anchoring Place, and confifts of 
^0 or three regular Streets of wooden built Houfes, 
here the Governor and chief Men of the Ifland re- 
le. Here the Water grow fhallow for a coniidera- 
e Diftance, and the Natives* at every Ebb, (hav- 
g before encompaffcd every convenient Angle with 
rife of Stones, fometimes like the Weirs in England) 
fort for catching of Filh, which, with them, is a 
lily Diverfion, as well as Subfiftance; 500 attending 
ith Sticks and wicker Ba&ets ; and if they cannot 
p them with one Hand, they knock them down with 
ie other. The Tides rife regularly 6 Foot in the 
arbour, and yet not half that Heighth without the 
apes that make the Bay. 

Here are conftantly two Miflionaries, who are fent 
>r fix Years, to inculcate the Chriftian Principles, 
id more efpecially attend the Converflon of the Ne- 
roes, the prefent are Venetians ingenious Men, who 
em to defpife the loofe Morals and Behaviour of the 
oculars, and complain of them as of the Slaves, nt 
ohre Mere funt nigri. They have a neat converi- 
ia]-Houfe and a Garden appropriated ; which, by 
leir own Induftry and Labour, not only thrives 
ith the feveral Natives of the Soil, but many Ex- 
:icks and Curiofities. A Fruit in particular, larger 
an a Chefnut, yellow, containing two Stones* with 
Pulp, or clammy Subftance about them, which, 
hen fuck’d, exceeds in fweetnefs Sugar or Honey, 
id has this Property beyond them, of giving a fweet 
afte to every Liquid you fwallow for the whole 
yening after. The only Plague infefting the Gar- 
11, is a Vermin called Land-Crabs* which are in 
ft Numbers; they are of a bright red Colour, but in 
her Refpefts like the Sea ones : They burrough in 
sle fandy Soils likeRabbets, and are altogether as fhy. 
The Ifland is a pleafant Intermixture of Hill and 
ftley ; the Hills are fpread with Palms, Cocoa- 
Jts, and Cotton-Trees, with Numbers of Monkeys 
I Parrots among them ; ths Valleys with fruitful 
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The Palm-Trees are numerous on the Shores of A- 
frica , and may be reckoned the firlt of their natural 
Curiofities, in that they afford them Meat, Drink, 
and Cloathing ; they grow very ftraight to 40 and 50 
Foot high, and, at the Top only, have 3 or 4 Cir- 
cles of Branches, that fpread and make a capacious 
Umbrella. The Trunk is very rough with Knobs, 
either Excrefcencies, or the Healings of thofe Branch- 
es, that were loop’d off to forward the Growth of 
the Tree, and make it anfwer better in its Fruit. 
The Branches are ftrongly tied together with a Corte x, 
which may be unravelled to a confiderable Length and 
Breadth ; the inward Lamella of this Cortex , are wo- 
ven like a Cloath at Benin , and afterwards died and 
worn : Under the Branches, and clofe to the Body of 
the Tree, hang the Nuts; thirty Bunches perhaps on 
a Tree, and each of thirty Pound Weight ; with 
prickly Films from between them, not unlike Hedge- 
Hogs : Of thefe Nuts comes a liquid and pleafant. 
feented Oyl, ufed as Food and Sauce all over the 
Coaft, but chiefly in the Windward Parts of Africa * 
where they llamp, boil and fkim it off in great Quan- 
tities ; underneath, where the Branches fallen, they 
tap them for Wine, called Ceckra , in this Manner ; 
the Negroes, who are mollly limber a&ive Fellows, 
encompafs themfelves and the Trees with a Hoop of 
llrong With, and run up with a great dell of Agmty, 
at the Bottom of a Branch of Nuts* he thataicends 
makes an Excavation of an Inch arid a half Over* and 
tying fail his Calabafh, leaves it to dillit, Which it 
does to two or three Quarts in a Night’s Time ; 
when done he plugs it up, and choofes another ; for 
if luffered to run too much, or in the Day Time, the 
S .pis unwarily exhaulled, and the Tree fpoiled i The 
Liquor thus drawn is of a wheyifh Colour, very in- 
toxicating: It fours in 24 Hours, but when new 
drawn, is pleafant to tbirjl and hunger both : It is 
from thefe Wines they draw their Arrack in India . 
On the very Top of rhe Palm grows a Cabbage, call- 
ed fo, we believe, from lome Refemblance its Talle 
is thought to have with ours, being ufed like it ; the 
Covering has a Down that makes the beft of Tinder, 
and the Weavings of other Parts are drawn out into 
ftrong Threads. 

Coco-Nut -Trees are branched like. But not fo tall as 
Palm Trees ; the Nut like them, growing under the 
Branches, and clofe to the Trunk; the milky Li- 
quor they contain, to the Quantity of half a Pint, or 
more, is often drank to quench Thirft, but is apt to 
furfeit ; and this may be obferved in their Way of 
Nouriftnnent, that when the Quantity of Milk is 
large, the Shell and Meat are very thin, and they har- 
den and thicken in Proportions, as that lofesi 

Cotton Trees alfo are the Growth of all Parts of 
Africk , as well as -the Iftands, they are of vaft'Big- 
nefs, yet not fo apt to increafe as rhe Shrubs or 
Bufhes of iive or fix Foot high ; thefe bear a Frwt 
(if it may be fo called) about the Bignefs of Pigeonj* 
Eggs, which, as the Sun fwells and ripens it, burfts 
forth and difeovers three Cells loaded with Cotton, 
and Seeds in the Middle of them : This in moft 
Z f 
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Parts the Negroes know how to fpin, and here, at 
Ni congo, and the Ifland St. Jago, how to weave into 
Cloths. 

Tamms are a common Root, fweeter but not un- 
like Potatoes : Kubah is a herb like Spinnage : Papa, 
a Fruit lefs than the fmallefl Pumkins ; they are all 
three for boiling, and to be eat with Meat ; the lat- 
ter are improv'd by the Englifh into a Turnip or an 
Apple Talk, with a due Mixture of Butter or 
Limes. 

Guava' s are a Fruit as large as a Pipin, with Seeds 
and Stones in it, of an uncouth 'artringing Talk, tho* 
never fo much be faid in Commendation of it : At 
the Weft -Indies, it is common for the Cerolians, (who 
have tailed both,) to give it a Preference to Peach or 
Nedlarine ; no amazing Thing for Men, whofe Tal- 
tes are fo degenerated, as to prefer a Toad in a Shell, 
(as Ward calls Turtle,) to Venifon, and Negroes to 
fine Englijh Ladies. 

' Plantanes and Banano' s are Fruit of oblong Fi- 
gure, that I think differ only fecundum Majus Mi- 
nus i if any, the latter are preferable, and, by being 
lefs, arejucier ; they are ufually, when ilripped of 
their Coat, eat at Meals inlkad of Bread : The Leaf 
of this Plant ane is an admirable Detergent, and ex- 
ternally applied, has been known to cure the moll ob- 
flinate fcorbutick Ulcers. 

Manyoco is a Root that fhoots its Branches about 
the heighth of a Currant Bulb ; from this Root the 
Iflanders make a Farine of Flower, which they fell 
at three Ryals a Roove, and drive a confiderable 
Trade for it with the Ships that call in. The man- 
ner of making it, is, firfl to prefs the Juice from it, 
(which is poifonous) by the help of Engines, and then 
the Negroe Women, upon a rough Stone, rub it into 
a granulated Flower, which they referve in their 
Houfes, either to boil, as we do our Wheat, when 
it makes a hearty Food for the Slaves; or to make it 
into a Bread, fine, white, and well tailed, for them - 
felves. One thing worth taking Notice about Ma- 
nyoco in this Ifland, is, that the Woods abound with 
a wild, poifonous, and more mortiferous Sort, which 
fometimes Men, unfkilled in the Preparation of it, 
feed on to their Deftruflion: This the Miffiona- 
ries allured me they often experimented in their 
Hogs, and believed we did in the Mortality of our 
Sailors. 

Indian Corn is likewife, as well as the Farine de 
Manyoco and Rice, the common Victualling of our 
Slave Ships, and is afforded here at j ooo Heads for 
two Dollars. This Com grows eight or nine Foot 
high, on a hard Reed or Stick, Ihooting forth at every 
fix Inches Heighth, fome long Leaves ; it has always 
an Ear, or rather Head, at the Top of it, perhaps 
containing 400 Fold Increafe ; and often two, three, 
or more, about Midway. 

Here are fome Tamarind Trees ; another Tree 
tailed Cola, whofe Fruit, or Nut (about twice the 
Bignefs of a Chefnut, and bitter) is chewed by the 
Portuguefe , to give a fweet Gu(l to their Water which 
they drink ; but above all, the Bark of one is gravely 
affirmed by the Inhabitants, to have a peculiar Pro- 
perty of enlarging the Virile Member ; thofe who are 
not fond of fuch Conceits, nor believe it in the Power 
of any Vegetables, have acknowledged they have 
feen Sights of this kind amCmg the Negroes veiy ex- 
traordinary ; yet, that there may be no Willies a- 
mong the Ladies for the Importation of this Bark. 

I mull acquaint them, that they are found to grow 
lefs merry, as they encreafe in Bulk. I had like to 
have forgot their Cinnamon Trees ; there is only one 
Walk of them, which is the Entrance of the Gover- 
nor’s Villa ; they thrive extreamly well, and the 
Bark is not inferior to our Cinnamon from India, 
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The Reafon why they and ’other Spices, in a Soil fo 
proper, receive no farther Cultivation, is, probably,! 
their Sufpicion, that fo rich a Produce might mak^ 
fome potent Neighbour take a Fancy to the Ifland. 

They have two Winters, ofr rather Springs, and 
two Summers : Their Winters, which are the rainy 
Seafons, come in September and February , or March, 
and hold two Months, returning that Fatnefs and ge- 
nerative Power to the Earth, that makes it yield 2 
double Crop every Year, with little Sweat or La- 
bour. 

Hie Ver ajjiduum atque Alieiiis Merftbus JEftas , 

Bis gravida Pecudes , bis Pomis utilis arbos 

Their firff coming is with Travado’s, i. e. fuddei 
and hard Gulls of Wind, with Thunder, Lightninc 
and heavy Showers ; but the Continuance of thei 
Tempells is very fliort ; and the next new or fu 
Moon at thofe Times of the Year, infallibly intro 
duces the Rains, which once begun, fall with littl 
Intermiffion, and are oblerv’d to be coldell in Febn J 
ary. Similar to thefe are rainy Seafons alfo over a 4 
the Coall of Africa : if there may be allowed ar J 
general Way of calculating their Time, they happe I 
irom the Courfe of the Sun, as it refpedls the JEqu 4 
nottial only ; tor if thefe JEquinoxn prove rainy Se; J 
fons all over the World (as we are apt to think thi f 
do) whatever fecret Cauie operates with that Static 1 
of the Sun to produce them, will more effedlual I 
do it in thofe vicine Latitudes ; and therefore, as t 
Sun advances, the Rains are brought on the Whyd l 
and Gold Coall by April , and on the WindwardmcH- 
Part of Guiney by May : The other Seafon of t I 
Sun's returning to the Southward, makes them me 
uncertain and irregular in North Africa ; but ti. J 
to ,'the Southward again, they proceed in like mi I 
ner, and are at Cape Lopez in October , at Angola I 2 
November , and fo in proportion at the other Part: M • 

The Manner of living among the Portuguefe he A 
is, with the utmoll Frugality and Temperance, ev 
to Penury and Starving ; a familiar Jnltance of t J 
appears in the Voracity of their Dogs, who, find! w 
fuch clean Cupboards at home, are wild in a mam I 1 
with Hunger, and tear up the Graves of the D< • 
for Food, as lias been often feen : They themfel W* 
are lean with Covetoufnefs, and that ChrillianVw- 
tue, which is often the Refult of it, Selfdenial; tl 
would even train up their Cattle in the fame W;B 2 
could they fetch as much Money, or had not tl 
their Provifion more immediately of Providence. T 
bell of them (excepting the Governor now and th* 
neither pay nor receive any Vifits of Efcapade or 1 
creation; they meet and fit down at each oth r 
Doors in the Street every Evening; and as few * A 
them, in fo fmall an Ifland, can have their Plan 
tions ar any greater Dillance, than that they n> 
fee them every Day if they will, fo the Subjeft j* 1 
their Talk is mollly how Affairs went there, wl 
their Negroes, or their Ground, and then they p:,: 
one with another innocently, but as empty as wll V| 
they came together. | T ir 

The Negroes have yet no hard Duty with the, 
they are rather Happy in Slavery ; for as their Fd 
is chiefly Vegetables, that could no Way elfe be- 
pended, there are no Murmurs bred on that Accoui’j 
and as their JBufmefs is Domeflick, either in the 
vices of the i loufe, or in Gardening, Sowing, ; 
Planting, they have no more than what every JVf jhe 
would prefer for his Health and PJeafure ; the ha» 
ell of their Work, is, the Carriage of their MaM 1 5 : 
or their Wives, to and from the Plantations; ij 
they do in Hammocks (called at JPhydah , Serpentine 
flung crop a Poi«\ with a Cloth overhead, to fen 
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e Perfon, fo carried, from Sun and Weather, and 
e Slaves are at each End ■; and yet even this, me- 
inks, is better than the fpecious Liberty a Man 

i s for -himlelf and his Heirs to work in a Coal 
ine. 

The Negroes are moll of them* thro’ the Care 
their Parroons, Chriftians, at leall nominal ; but, 
.cepting fome few, they adhere hill to many filly 
gan Culloms-, in their Mournings and Rejoicings ; 
d in fome Meafure, a powerful Majority of thefe 
ople lias introduced their Manners among the Yul- 
r of the Mulatto and Portico uefe Race. 

| If a Perfon die in that Colour, the Relations and 
jiends of him meet at the Houfe, where the Corpfe 
• laid out decently on the Ground, and covered all 
,:ept the Face, with a Sheet; they fit .round St* 

! dug and howling dreadfully* not unlike what the 

Titives are laid to do in Ireland: This Mourning 

1 1 :s for eight Days and Nights, but not equally in- 

• ife, for as the Friends, who compofe the Chorus, 
out and in, they grow Wear y, and unequally af- 
led ; fo that the Tone IdTens daily, and the Inter- 
s of Grief are longer. 

Tn Rejoicings and Feilivals they are equally ridi- 
i aas ; thefe are commonly made on fome Friend’s 
:ape from Shipwreck or other Danger : They meet 
a large* Room of the Houfe, with a Strum, Strum, 
which one of the Company, perhaps, fmgs wofully ; 

i) reft, (landing round the Room clofe to the Par- 

• oris* take it in their Turns, one of two at a 
me to Hep round, in a manner which they call 
ncing, the whole clapping their Hands continual- 

I and hooping out every Minute Abeo, which 
j lify no more, than, How do you do ? And this 
1 Ii(h Mirth will continue three of four Days to- 
I her at a Houfe; and, perhaps, twelve or fifteen 
i *urs at a Time. 

The Portuguefey tho’ eminently abftemious and 
. iperate in all other Things ate unbounded in their 
its ; and perhaps they fubftitute the former, in the 
ira of a* Surgeon, as a Counterpoifon to the Mif- 
‘ efs of a promifeuous Salacity ; They have moll 
i them Venereal Taints, and with Age become mea- 
i : and hedtick : . I faW two Inftances here of Ve- 
real Ulcers that had cancerated in the Bowels, 

• evades enough to have effectually perfwaded Men 
w Salutary the ReftriCtion of Laws are. 

AnnohoHo is the laft, and of the lead Confequence 

the three Iflands ; there are Plenty of Fruits and 
ovifions, which they exchange for old Cloaths and 
'rifles of any Sort ; they have a Governor nomL 
ted from St. Thome, and two Or three Priells, 
ither of which are minded, every one living at 
ilcretion, filled with Ignorance and Luft. 

The Pleafure which we conceive the Reader has 
und in our Account of thefe Iflands, will, we 
>pe> attone for the length of the Digreflion. 

To return to Davit, the next Day after he left 
nantaboe, early in the Morning, the Man at the 
aftHead efpied a Sail. It mull be obferved, they 
:ep a good Look-out ; for, according to their Ar- 
:les, he who £rft efpies a Sail, if (he proves a Prize, 
entitled to the beft Pair of Piftols on board, over 
td above his Dividend, in which they take a fingu- 
r Pride; for a Pair of thefe honorary Piftols has 
metimes been fold for thirty Pounds, from one to 
iQther. 

Immediately they gave Chace, and foon came up 
ith her ; the Ship proved to be a Hollander , and, 
jng betwixt Davis and the Shore, Ihe made all the 
il (he could,* intending to run aground ; Davis guef- 
1 her Defign, and putting out all his fmall Sails, 
me up with her before Ihe could effeCt it, and lired 
Proadftde, upttn. Which (he immediately (truck, 


and called for Quarter, it was granted ; for accord- 
ing to Davis's Articles-, it was agreed, that Quar- 
ter fhould be given whenever it was called for, up- 
on Pain of Death. 

This Ship proved a very rich Prize, having the 
Governor, of Acra on Board; with all his Effeas, 
going to Holland ; there was in Money to the Value 
of 15000/. Sterling, befides other valuable Merchan- 
dizes, all which they brought on Board of themfelves. 

Upon this newSucceL; they reilored. Captain Hall 
and Captain Plumb , before-mentioned, their Ships 
again ; but ilrengthened their Company with thirty 
five Hands, all white Men, taken out of thefe two 
and the Mornee Sloop ; they alfo reftored the Dutch 
their Ship, after having plunder’d her, as is men- 
tioned. 

Before they got to the Hand of Princes , their 
Ship the King James fprung a Leak ; Davis order’d 
all Hands out of her, on Board his own Ship, with 
every thing ell’e of Ufe, and left at an Anchor at 
High Cameroon. As foon as' he came in Sight of the 
Hand, he hoiiled Englijh Colours. The Portuguefey 
obferving a large Ship failing towards them, fent 
out a Sloop to examine what fhe. might be; this 
Sloop hailing of Davis , he told them he was an 
Englifb Man of War, in queft of Pirates, and that he 
had received intelligence there were fome upon that 
Coall ; upon this they received him as a welcome 
Gufeft, and piloted him inco the Harbour. ,He fa- 
luted the Fort, which they nnfvvered ; arfd he came 
to an Anchor juft under their Guns, and hoiiled out 
the Pinnace, Man of War falhion, ordering nine 
Hands and a Coxeninto it, to row him afhore. 

The Portuguefey to do him the greater Honour, 
fent down a File of Mufqueteers to receive hifa, 
and conduft him to the Governor. The Governor, 
not in the Ieaft fufpe&ing what he was/ received. him 
very civilly; promifihg to fupply bird with whatever 
the Hand afforded. Davis thanked hmi; telling him 
the Xing of England would pay for whatever he 
fhould take; fo, after feveral Civilities pafs’d be- 
tween him and the Governor, he returned again on 
Board. 

It happened that a French Shi£ came in there, to 
fupply it felf with fome Neceftarie^, which Dak)h 
took into his Head to plunder ; but to give the 
thing a Colour of Right, he perfuaded the Portuguefey 
that fhe had been trading with the Pirates, and that 
he found feveral Pirates Goods on Board, which he 
feized for the King’s Ufe : This Story palled f6 
well upon the Governor, that he commended Davis 
for his Diligence. 

A few Days after, Davis, with about fourteen 
more, went privately a(hore, and walk’d up the 
Country towards a ViHage, where the Governor, and 
the other chief Men of the Hand, kept their Wives; 
Their Intent, as we may fuppofe, was to fupply 
their Husbands PlaCfes with them ; but being diico- 
vered, the Women fled to a neighbouring Wood; and 
Davis and the reft retreated to their Ship, without 
effecting their Defign : The Thing made fome Noife, 
but as no body knew them, it puffed over. 

Having cleaned his Ship, and put all Things in Or- 
der, his Thoughts now were turned upon the main 
Bufmefs, viz.' the Plunder of tHe Hand. Not know- 
ing where the Treafure lay, the following Stratagem 
came into his Head, to get it with a little Trouble ; 
he confulted his Men upon ir, and they liked the 
Defign : His Scheme was, to make a Prefent to the 
Governor of a Dozen Negroes, by Way of Return 
for the Civilities received from him; and afterwards 
to invite him, with the chief Men of the Hand, 
and fonie of the Friars/' on board liis Ship; to an 
Entertahnent the 'Minute Hey came on Bomd, they 

were 
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were to be fecured in Irons, and there kept till they 
fhould pay a Ranfom of 40000/. Sterling. 

But this Stratagem proved fatal to him ; for a 
Portuguefe Negroe fwam afhore in the Night, and 
difeovered the whole Plot to the Governor, and alfo 
let him know, that it was Davis who had made the 
Attempt upon their Wives. However, the Gover- 
nor diflfembled, received the Pirates Invitation civil- 
ly, and promised that he and the reft would come. 

The next Day Davis went on Shore himfelf, as 
if it were out of greater Refpett, to bring the Go- 
vernor on Board : He was received with the ufual 
Civility, as Were feveral other principal Pirates. 
Some of thefe, by the Way, had afTumed the Title 
of Lords, and as fuch took upon them to advife or 
councel their Captain, upon any important Occafion ; 
and likewife held certain Priviledges, which the 
common Pirates were debarred from ; fuch as walk- 
ing the Quarter-Deck, ufmg the great Cabin, going 


afhore at Pleafure, and treating with foreign Pow 
that is, with the Captains of Ships they made P 
of. Davis and fome of the Lords were defiret 
walk up to the Governor’s Houfe, to take fome . 
frefhment before they went on Board again ; t 1 
accepted it without the leaf! Sufpicion, but nc 
returned again. An Ambufcade was laid, and, 
Signal being given, a whole Volley was fired u 
them ; they every Man dropped, except one ; 
one fled back, efcaped into the Boat, and got 
Board the Ship : Davis was fhot thro’ die Bow 
yet he rofe again, and made a weak Effort to ge 
way; but his Strength foon forfook him, and 
dropp’d down dead. Juft as he fell, he percei 
he was followed, and drawing out his Piltols, 
fired them at his Purfuers : Thus, like a game Cc 
giving a dying Blow, that he might not fall m 
venged. 


The LIFE of Captain BARTHO. ROBERTS 


B artholomew Roberts failed from London in ah 
honeft Employ, aboard of the Prince/s, Capt. 
Plumb Commander, of which Ship he was 
fecond Mate : He left England in November y 1719, 
and arrived at Guinsy about February following, 
when being at Anamaboe> taking in Slaves for the 
Weft - Indie s> he was taken in the faid Ship by Capt. 
Howcl Davisy as mention’d in his Life. In the 
Beginning he was very averfe to this fort of Life, 
and would certainly have efcaped from them, had a 
fair Opportunity prefented itfelf ; yet afterwards he 
changed his Principles, as many befides him have 
done upon another Element, and perhaps for the fame 
Reafon too, viz . Preferment. What he did 

not like as a private Man, he could reconcile to his 
Confcience as a Commander. 

Davis being cut off in the manner beforemen ti- 
oned, the Company found themfelves under a Ne- 
ceffity or filling up his Poft, for which there appeared 
two or three Candidates, among the feleCt Part of 
them, that were diftinguifhed by the Title of Lords ; 
fuch were Sympfin y Afhplanty Anftisy &c. Upon can- 
vafing this Matter, and confidering how fhatter’d and 
weak a Condition their Government muft be in 
without a Head, fince Davis had been remov’d, in 
the manner beforemention ’d, my Lord Dennis pro- 
pos’d, ’tis faid, over a Bowl, to this Purpofe. 

That it was not ef any great Signification who was 
dignify' d with the Title ; fince really and in Truth , all 
good GovemmentSy and among them theirs , had the 
fupream Power lodg'd with the Community y who might 
doubt lefs depute and revoke as fuited Inter eft o r Hu- 
mour. We are the Original of this Claim (fays he) 
andjhould a Captain he fo fawey as to exceed Pre- 
fer iption at any Time , why down with Him ! It will 
he a Caution after he is dead to his Succeffors , of what 
fatal Confequente any fort of ajjuming may be. How - 
every it is my Advice , that y while we are fohery we 
pitch upon a Man of Courage , and fill'd in Naviga - 
tson % one who, by hit Council and Bravery, ferns heft 


able to defend this Common-wealth , and ward us j 
the Dangers and Tempcfts of an inftable Elen, 
and the fatal Confequence of Anarchy ; and fit 
one I take Roberts to be : A Fellow , 1 think, in 
Re ffeftSy worthy your Efieem and Favour . 

This Speech was loudly applauded by all but I 
Sympfony who had fecret Expectations himfelf, 
who, on this Difappointment, grew fullen, 
left them, fw earing, he did not care who they c 
Captain y fo it was not a Papifi : for again fi t 
he had conceived an irreconcikable • Hatred \ bee. 
his Father had been a Sufferer in Monmouth 1 * 
hellion. 

Roberts was accordingly eleCted, tho’ he had Iff 
been above fix Weeks among them, the Choice 
confirm’d both by the Lords and Commoners, 
he accepted of the Honour with faying. That j 
be had dipp'd his Hands in muddy H ater, and muj 
a Pirate , it was better being a Commander tka. 
common Man. 

As foon as- the Government was fettled, by j 
moting other Officers in the room of thofe that v 
kill’d by the Portuguefe , the Company refolvk 
revenge Captain Davis's Death, he being more t 
ordinarily refpe&ed by the Crew, for. his Affabi 
and good Nature, as well as his ConduCf and I 
very upon all Occafions ; and purfuant to this R» 
lution, about 30 Men were landed, in order to. m 
an Attack upon the Fort, which mull be afcendec 
by a fteep Hill againfl the Mouth of the Garni 
Thefe Men were headed by one Kennedy , a bold 
ring Fellow, but very wicked and profligats; t 
march’d direClly up under the Fire of their S 
Guns, and as foon as they were, difeover’d, the Po 
guefi quitted their Poll and fled to the Town ; u]i 
which the Pirates march’d in without Oppofition, t 
Fire to the Fort, and threw all the Guns off the 1*1 
into the Sea, which after they had done, they retres l 
quietly to their Ship. l , 

But this was not look’d upon as a fufficient Sa - 

f a a> 







Pyratss , Highwaymen, Murderers , &c. iSi 


fhtfion for the Injury they received, therefore mod 
of tne Company were for burning the Town, which 
Rohe/ ts laid he would yield to, if any means could 
be prupofed of doing it without their own Deduc- 
tion ; for the Town had a fecurer Situtation than the 
Fort, a thick Wood coming almoit clofe to it, and 
, affording Cover to the Defendants j who under fuch 
an Advantage, he told them, it was to be fear’d, 
would fire and Hand better to their Arms ; befides, 
tli.it bare Houfes would be but a flender Reward for 
I tneir trouble and Lofs. This prudent Advice pie- 
I vailed ; however, they mounted the French Ship which 
J they had feiz’d at this Place, with 12 Guns, and 
lignt’ned her, in order to come up to the Town, the 
Water being fhoal, and with her they battered down 
fcveral Houfes : After this, they all returned on 
I Load, gave back the French Ship to thofe that had 

( mod Right to her, and failed out of the Harbour by 
' the Ltgnt of two Portuguefe Ships which they were 
pleafed to fee on Fire there. 

Roberts Hood away to the Southward, and met with 
a Dutch Gurney Man, which he made Prize of; but 
after having plundered her, the Skipper had his Ship 
again. 'I wo Days after, he took an Englijb Ship, 
Culled the Experiment , Captain Cornet , at Cape Lopez : 
The Men went all into the Pirate Service, and ha- 
ving no Occafion for the Ship, they burnt her, and 
1 then fleered for St. 'Thome ; but meeting with no- 
thing in their Way, they failed for Anamabona, and 
there watered, took in Provillons, and put it to a 
Vote of the Company, whether their next Voyage 
(hould be to the E a ft -Indies , or to Brafil ; the latter 
being refolv’d on, they failed accordingly, and in 28 
Days arrived at Ferdinando , an uninhabited ifhnd 011 
thatCoafl: Here they water’d, boot-top’d their Ship, 
and made ready for the defigned Cruize. 

Now we are upon this Co all, we think it will be 
very proper to prefen t our Readers with a Defer ip- 
tion of the Country, and fomc ingenious Remarks 
of a Friend, which fhew how beneficial a Trade 
might be carried on here by our Weft- India Merch- 
ants, at a little Hazard. 


DESCRI PTI ON 
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BRASIL , &c. 


B RASIL (a Name fignifving the holy CroF) 
was difeovered for the King of Portugal , by 
Alvarez Cabral, AnnoDom . 1 501 ; it extends almolt 
rom the AEquinoclial to 28° South. The Air is 
emperate and cool, in comparifon of the Weft- Indies, 
Vom flronger Breezes and an opener Country, which 
p;ives lef> Interruption to the Winds. 

The northermoH Part of it, firetching about 1S0 
^eagues, is a fine fertile Country, and was taken from 
he Portugiiefe by the Dutch Weft- India Company, 
Inuo. i G37, or thereabouts ; but the Conquerors, as 
>* natural where there is little or no Religion fub- 
lling, made fuch heavy Exadlions on the Portuguefe , 
nd extended fuch Cruelty to the Natives, that pre- 
ared ihem both to unite in a voluntary Revolt, fa- 
‘ilitated by the Dutch Mismanagement : For the 
tates, being at this Time very intent on their India 
\ ettlements, not only recalled Count Maurice their 
•Governor, but neglected Supplies to their Garrifons ; 
47 


however, tho* the others were countenanced with a 
Idee^t from Portugal , and had the Affection of the 
Natives, yet they fuund Means to withlland and 
llruggle with this iuperior Power, from 1643, to 
16&0, and then was wholly abandoned by them, on 
Articles Jilhonourable to the Portuguefe , viz. 

That the Dutch , on Relir.quifhing, fhould keep 
all the Places they had conquered in India from Por- 
tugal That the Portuguefe fnould pay the States 
Scocoo /. and permit them Hill the Liberty of Trade 
to Africa and Brafil , on the fame Cuiloms and Du- 
ties with the King of Portugal's Subjects. But fmee 
that Time, new Stipulations and Treaties have been 
made ; wherein the Dutch , who have been to- 
tally excluded the Brafil Trade, have, in lieu 
thereof, a Compofition of 10 per Cent, for the Li- 
berty of trading to Africa ; and this is always left 
by every Portuguefe Snip, before fhe begins her Sla- 
ving, with the Dutch General of the Cold-Coaft , at 
Dcs Minas . 

There are only three principal Towns of Trade on 
the Brajil Coalr, St. Salvadore , Sc. Sebajiian , and 
P crnambuca . 

i>c. Salvador e y in the Bahia los todos Santos , is an 
Archbifhopiuck and Seat of the Viceroy, the chief 
Port of Trade for Imp'ortaiion, where molt of the 
Gold from the Alines is lodged, and whence the 
Fleets for Europe generally depart. The Seas about 
it abound with \Vnale-Fith, which in the Seafon 
they catch in great Numbers ; the Fieih is falted up 
generally to be the Vidtuaiiing of their Siave-Ships, 
and the Train referved for Exportation, at 30 and 
35 Millruys a Pipe. 

Rio Janeiro, or the Town St. Sebajiian, is the 
Southermoit ot the Portuguefe Ports, and the worit 
provided ol NecefTaries ; but commodious fer a Set- 
t.ement, becaufe nigh the Mine, and convenient to 
fuperviie the Slaves, who, as we have been told, do 
uiually allow their Ala Her a Dollar per Diem, and 
have rhe Overplus of their Work to themfelves. 

The Gold from hence is eHeemed the beH, it be- 
ing of a coppej ifii Colour, and they have a Mint to 
run it into Loin, both here and at Bahia ; the Aloi- 
doies of either having the initial Letters of each 
PLce upon them. 

Pernambuco, though mention’d laH, is the fecond 
in Dignity, a large and populous Town, and has its 
rife horn the Ruins of Olinda, or The Handfome , a City 
of a Lr pieufanter Situation, fix Allies up the River, 
but not io commodious for TraHick and Commerce. 
Jult above the Town tne River divides it felf into 
tv* 0 Branches, not running direftly into the Sea, but 
to the Southward ; and in the Nook of the Ifland 
made by that Bivifion, Hands the Governor’s Houfe, 
a Iquare plain Building of Count Maurice's, with 
two 'lowers, on which are only this Date inferibed. 
Anno 1641. The Avenues to it are every plealant, 
through Vilto’s of call Coco- Nut Trees. 

Over each Branch of the River is a Bridge ; that 
leading to the Country is all of Timber, but the 
other to the Town, confining twenty fix or twenty 
eight Arches, is half of Scone, and made by the 
Dutch, who in their Time had little Shops and ga- 
ming Houles on each Side for Recreation. 

1 ne Pavements alio of the Town are in fome 
Places of broad Tiles, the remaining Fragments of 
their Conqued. The Town has the outer Branch 
of the River behind it-, and the Harbour before it ; 
jetting into Winch latter arc 'dole Keys, for the 
weighing and receiving of Cnilomuge on Alerchan-. 
dize, and for the meeting and conferring of Mer- 
chants and Traders. The Houfes are Hrong built, 
but homely lettieed, like thole of lifoon, Tor the 
AdmilHon of Air, without Clofets, and, what is 
3 A worfe. 
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worfe, without Hearths, which makes their Cookery 
confift all in frying and ftewing upon Stoves ; and 
that they do till the Flefh becomes tender enough 
to ftiake it to Pieces, when one Knife is thought 
fufHeient to ferve a Table of half a Score. 

The greateft Inconvenience of Pernambuca , is, 
that there is not one Publick-Houfe in it ; fo that 
Strangers are obliged to hire any ordinary one they 
can get, at a Guinea a Month : And others, who 
come to tranfadl Affairs of Importance, mult come 
recommended, if it were only for the fake of Pri- 
vacy. 

The Market is flocked well enough. Beef being 
at five Farthings per lb. a Sheep or a Goat at nine 
Shillings, a Turkey at four Shillings, and very large 
Fowls at two Shillings a-Piece. Thefe may be pro- 
cured much cheaper, by hiring a Man to fetch them 
out of the Country. The deareft in its kind is Wa- 
ter, which being fetched in Veft’els from Olinda , 
will not be put on Board in the Road under two 
Crufado’s a Pipe. 

The Portuguefe here are darker than thofe of Eu • 
rope , not only from a warmer Climate, but their 
many Intermarriages^ with the Negroes, who are 
numerous there, and fome of them of good Credit 
and Circumitances. The Women here, like the Mu- 
latto Generation every where elfe, are fond of 
Strangers ; not only the Courtezans, whole Intereit 
may be fuppofed to wind up their Affedlions, but al- 
fothe married Women ; who think rhemfelves oblig- 
ed, when you favour them with the Secrecy of an Ap- 
pointment ; but the Unhappinefs of purfuing Amours, 
is, that the generality of both Sexes are touched 
with venereal Taints, without fo much as one Sur- 
geon among them, or any Body skilled in Phyfiek, 
to cure or palliate the progreffive Mifchief : The 
only Perfon pretending that Way, a few Years ago, 
was an Irijh Father, whofe Knowledge was all 
comprehended in the Virtues of two or three Sim- 
ples, and thofe, with the Salubrity of the Air and 
Temperance, is what they depend on, for fubduing 
the worft of Malignity : It may not be unworthy 
of Notice, that, tho’ few are exempted from the 
Misfortune of a Running, Eruptions, or the like, 
yet few or none are precipitated into thofe deplora- 
ble Circumftances fo common in unfkilful mercurial 
Proeefies . 

There are three Monafteries, and about fix Church- 
es, none of them Rich or Magnificent, unlefs one 
dedicated to St. Antonio , the Patron of their King- 
dom, which fhines all over with exquifite Pieces of 
Paint and Gold. 

The Export of Brajtl y befides Gold, is chiefly Su- 
gars and Tobacco ; the latrer arc fent off in Rolls 
of a Quintal Weight, kept continually moiilened 
with MolofTes, whieh, with the Soil it fp rings from, 
imparts a ilrong and peculiar Scent, more fenfibla 
in the Snuff made from it, which, tho’ under Pro- 
hibition of importing to Lifbon, fells here at 2 s. per 
lb. as the Tobacco does at about 6 Millrays a Roll. 
The fuiell of their Sugars fells at 8 s. per Roovc, 
and a fmall ill teiled Rum, drawn from the Dregs, 
and Moloffes, at two Teftunes a Gallon. 

Befides thefe, they fend off great Quantities of 
Brahl Wood, and Whale Oyl, with fome Gums and 
Parrots ; the latter are different from the African in 
Colour and Bignefs ; for as they are blue and larger, 
thefe are green and fmaller ? and the Females of 
them ever retain the wild Note, and cannot be 
brought to Talk. 

In lieu of this Produce, the Portuguefe , once e- 
very Year by their Fleet from Lisbon , import all 
manner Of European Commodities; and whoever is 
unable to lay in Store, or negleft of fupptying him- 
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felf at that Seafou, buys at a very advanced Rate 
before the Return of another 

To tranfport Paffengers, Slaves, or Merchandize, 
from one Settlement to another, or in Fifhing, they 
mak6 ufe of Bark -Logs, by the Brafilians called 
Jingadahs : They are made of four Pieces of Tim 
ber, the two outermoft being the longeft, pinned and 
i aliened together, and /harpenea at the Ends : To- 
wards each Extremity a Stool is fix’d, to fit on for 
padding, or to hold by, when the Agitation is more 
than Ordinary ; with thefe odd fort of Engines, 
continually wafted over by the Water, do thefe Peo- 
ple, with a little triangular Sail fpreeted about the 
Middle of it, venture out of fight of Land, and a- 
long the CoalL for many Leagues, in any fort of 
Weather; and if they overfet with a Squall, which 
is not uncommon, they fwim and prefeutly turn it 
upright again. 

T iie Natives are of the dark eft Copper Colour, 
with thin Hair, of a fquare ftrong make, and mufeu- 
lar ; but not fo well looking as the Wooley Gene- 
ration : They acquiefee patiently to the Portuguefe 
Government, who ufe them much moie humanly and 
Chriilian-like than the Dutch did, and by that mean? 
have extended Quietneft and Peace, as well as tlieij 
Polleifions, three or 400 Miles into the Country. P 
Country abounding with fine Paftures and numerou 
Herds of Cattle, and whieh yields a vaft Increafe fron 
every Thing that is fown : Hence they bring dowj 
to us Parrots, fmall Monkeys, Armadillos and San 
guins, and we have been allured, they have, in thi 
inland Parts, a Serpent of a vaft Magnitude, callei 
Siboya, able they fay, to fwallow a whole Sheep 
feveral have feen the Skin of another Specie full fi 
Yards long, and therefore we think the Story nc 
improbable. 

The Harbour of Pernambuca is perhaps fingular 
it is made of a Ledge of Rocks, half a Cablt 
Length from the Main, and bur little above the Suj 
face of the Water, running at that equal Diftanee an 
Height feveral Leagues, towards Cape AuguJUne ; 
Harbour running between them, capable of reeeivin 
Ships of the greateft Burthen: The Northermo 
End of this Wall of Rock, is higher than any Pai 
of the contiguous Line; on tins a little Fort 
built, commanding the Paftage either of pout or Shi] 
as they come over the Bar into the ihirbpqr : O11 tt 
Starboard Side, or the Side towards the Main, afti 
you have entered a little Way, Hands another For 
which is a Pentigon , that would piove of fmall A' 
count, I imagine, againfl a few difeiplined fyfcr 
and yet in theie confift all their Strength and Stcurit) 
either in the Harbour or Town : iT.ey have begi 
indeed a Wail, fine® their removing from Olind, 


defiqmed to furround the latter 


but the 


flow Pr< I 

greis they make in railing it, leaves room to ii] 
pe<ft ’twill be a long Time in finifhing. 

The Road without is ufed by the PortugueM 
when they are nigh failing for Europe , and wait I 
the Convoy, or are bound to Bahia to them ; at 
by Strangers only when Necdlity compels ; the bt 
of it is in ten Fathom Water, near three Miles V 
N. W. from the Town ; nigher in’t is foul with tJ 
many Anchors loft there by the Portuguefe SI lip: 1 
and farther out in about 14 Fathom ’tis corally ai 
Rocky. July is the worft and Winter Scafon of tl 
Coaft, the Trade Winds being then very lliong ci 
dead, bringing in a prodigious and unfafe Swell in 
the Road, intermixed every Day with Squalls, Rai 
and a hazey Horizon, but at other times feren 
Skies and Sunfhine. 

In theie Southern Latitudes is a Conftellatic 
which, from fome Refemblance it bears to a fcrtfal 
Crofs, has the nai^e of Crofters, the brighteft of rl 
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tious and difcreet Management in the Pcrfon entrufted: 
He will be immediately furrounded at landing with 
the great and the fmal! Rabble, to enquire who he is, 
and whence he comes ? 2nd whither bound, &c. And 
the Men are taught to anfwer, from Guiney, denying 
any thing of a Slave on Board, they being put under 

Hatches, that th< ' 

for thofe who h: 
that themfelves. 

By that time the Compliment is paid to the Go- 

the Reflection of vernor, the News has fpread all round the Town, and 

fome Merchant . addreffes you as a Stranger, and of- 
fers you the Civility of his Houfe, but privately de- 
hres to know what Negroes he can have, and at what 
Price. A Governor may poifibly ufe an Inftrument 
. . lifting this, but the Appearance of the Gentleman, 
Coaft, and Seas of Brafil y it would be and the Circumftance of being fo foon engaged alter 
n to leave the ScbjcCt, without fome May leaving the other, will go a great way in forminn a 


nere, and Obfervations are taken by it, as by the 
th Star in Northern Latitudes. What we men- 
this for, is to introduce the admirable Phtcnome- 
_ in thefe Seas of the Magellanick Clouds, whofe 
gngs and Sittings are fo regular, that, we have been 

I#ed, the fame NoClurnal Obfervations are made . w ? ^ 

them as by the Stars. They are two Clouds, fmall Hatches, that they may make no Shew ; nor need they 
m.whitifh, no larger in Appearance than a Man’s for thofe who have Money to lay out will conclude on 
<fd and are feen here in July in the Latitude of ^ 1 

: w about four of the Clock in the Morning ; if their 
iparance fhould be faid to be 
Jr t, from fome Stellary Bodies above them, pet 
fie difficulty is not eafily anfwered, how thefe, be- 
t> others, become fo durable and regular in their 
jhons. 

oni thefe cafual Obfervations on the Country, 
b( 'owns, 
n miffion 


T 1 interloping Slave Trade here, which none of 
u Countrymen are adventrous enough to purfue, 
h< *h very probably, under a prudent Manager, it 
d be attended with Safety and very great Profit ; 

! » T admire the more it is not ftruck at, becaufe 
li from the Southern Coaft of Africa , lengthen rhe 
c ge to the Weft-Indies but a very little, by taking 
1 1 of Brafil in their Way. 

le Difadvantages the Portuguefe are under for 
u iafi ng Slaves, are thefe ; that they have very 
x roper Commodities for Guiney , and rhe Gold, 


^ . « great way in forming a 

Man’s Judgment, and leaves him no room for tne 
Suipicion of fuch a Snare; however, to have a due 
Gujrd, Intimations will fuffice,and bring him Friends 
enough to carry off the beil Part of a Cargo in two 
Nights time, from 20 to 30 Moidors a Boy, and 
from 30 to 40 a Man Slave. The Hazard is Jefs at 
Rzo Janeiro. 

There has been another Method attempted, of fett- 
ling a Correfpondence with a Portuguefe Merchant or 
two, who, as they may be certain within a Fortnight 
of any Veffel’s arriving on their Coaft with Slaves, 
might fettle Signals for the debarquing them at an 
unfrequented Part of the Coall ; but whether any Ex- 
ceptions were made to the Price, or that the Portia 
gurfe dread Difcoverv, and the fevere Profecution on 
jo notorious a Breach of the Law, we cannot tell ; but 
it has hitherto proved abortive. 

However, Stratagems fo laudable, and attended 
with fo much Profit, at no other Hazard than 
lofs of Time, are worth attempting ; it is what is 
every Day praCtifed with the Spaniards from Ja- 
maica. 

Upon this Coall our Rovers cruiz’d for about nine 
Weeks, keeping generally out of Sight of Land, but 
without feeing a Sail ; which difeouraged them fo, 
that they determined to leave the Station, and fleer 
for the Weft -Indie s ; and, in order thereto, they flood 
in to make the Land for the taking of their Depar- 
ture, by which means they fell in, unexpectedly, with 
a fleet of 42 Sail of P or tugn eft Ships, off the Bay of 
Jos todos Santos , with all their Lading in for Lijlon j 
fever il of them of good Force, who lay there wait- 
ing for two Men of War of 70 Guns each for their 
Convoy. ^ However, Roberts thought it fhould go 
hard with him but he would make up his Market a- 
jnong them, and thereupon lie mix’d with the Fleet, 
and kept hL Men hid till proper Refolutions could be 
form’d ; that done, they came clofe up to one of rhe 
deepeil, and ordered her to fend the Mailer on board 
quietly, threat’ning to give them no Quarters, if any 
Refiilance, or Signal of Diilrcfs was made. The Por- 
tuguefe , being furprized at thefe Threats, and thefud- 
den ftourifh of Cutlafhes from the Pirates, fubmitted 
without a Word, and the Captain came on Board : 
Roberts fainted him after ?. friendly” manner, telling 
him, that they were Gentlemen of Fortune, and 
that their Bufinefs with him, was only to be informed 
which was the richelt Ship in that Fleet ; and if he 
directed them right, he lhould be reilored to his Ship 
without Moleftation, otherwife, he mull expeCb imme- 
diate Death. 


4 |i was their chiefell, by an EdiCt in July 1722, 

$1 . now prohibited from being carried thither ; lo 
v he Ships employed therein are few, and infuffi- 
e for the great Mortality and Call of their Mines : 
ef :s, would they venture at breaking fo deftruCtive 
I v as the abovementioned (as no doubt they do, 
t ;y could make little or no Purchafe) yet Gold 
o< not raife its Value like Merchandize in travel- 
ill efpecially to Africa , and when the Compofirion 
Si the Dutch is alfo paid, they may be faid to buy 
« Negroes at almoit double the Price that the Eng - 
Dutch , or French do, which neceftarily railes 
Value extravagantly at Brafil ; thofe who can 
aafe one, buying a certainer Annuity than South- 
ed -tock, 

jius far of the Cali for Slaves at Brafil ; I Ihall 
tr confider and obviate fome Difficulties objeded 
ft any Foreigners, Englijh or others, interpofmg 
3 :h a Trade, and they are fome on theirs, and 
3r on our Side. 

«i their Side it is prohibited under Pain of Death, 
ly lefs effectual to the Prevention of it than pe- 
nt ry MuICb would be ; becaufe a Penalty fo ma- 
etlite and difproportioned is only Interrorern , and 
fej‘S it merciful in the Governor, or his Inliru- 
Ics, to take a Compofition of eight or ten Moi- 
oi when any SubjeCt is catched, and ’tis the com- 
ic Cullom (o to do as often as they are found 
ut 

*i our Side it is Confifcation- of what they can get, 

'hh, confidering they have no Men of War to guard 
iGoaft, need be very little, without fupine Neg’led 
iGareleffnefs. 

ppofe me a Man of War, or Privateer, and that, 

*i; in want of Provnions, or in Search of Pirates, 
p ( into Pcmambuca for Intelligence, to enable me 
rie Purfuit ; The Dread of Pirates keeps every one 
frill you have firft fent an Officer with the proper 
dpliments to the Governor, who immediately gives 
ft for your buying every Neceffary you are in 
J of, provided it be with Money, and notan Ex- Whereupon this Portuguefe Mailer pointed to onp 
4 $e of Merchandize, which is again!!: the Laws of of 40 Guns, and 150 Men, a Ship of greater Force 

Country. than the Ronser ; but this noWays difmayed them ; 

i this firft time of going on Shore depends the They were only Portuguefe, they faid, and fo immedi- 

9 Ts of the whole Affair, and it requires a cau- atelv fteered away for him. When they came within 

Hail, 
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Hail, the Mailer whom they had Prifoner was ordered 
to afk, How Sign: or Captain did? And to invite him 
on Board, for that he had a Matter of Coifcqitcnce to 
impart to hi??: ; which being done, he returned for An- 
fwer. That he would wait upo?i him prefently : But 
by the Buille that immediately followed, the Pirates 
perceived, they were difeovered, and that this was 
only a deceitful Aniwer to gain Time, to put their 
Ship in a Poilure of Defence ; fo, without farther 
Delay, they poured in a Broad-Side, boarded and 
grapled her : The Difpute was fhort and warm, wherein 
many of the Portuguefe fell, and two only of the Pi- 
rates. By this Time the Fleet was alarmed. Signals 
of Top-gallant Sheets flying, and Guns hied, to give 
Notice to the Men of War, who rid Hill at an An- 
chor, and made but feurvy hall out to their Afliftance ; 
and, if what the Pirates themfelves related be true, 
the Commanders of thofe Ships v.e;e bhmeable to 
the highcll Degree, utterly unworthy their Title, or 
fo much as the Name of Men: For Roberts , finding 
the Prize to fail heavy, and yet refolving not to loie 
her, lay by for the headmoll of them, which much 
out failed the other, and prepared for Battle, which 
was ignominioufly declined, tho’ the Portuguefe 
was of fuch fuperior Force ; for not daring to venture 
on the Pirate alone, he tarried fo long for his Con- 
lort, that he gave them both time to make ofFlei- 
furely. 

They found this Ship exceeding rich ; beirg laden 
chiefly with Sugar, Skins, and Tobacco, and 4000 
Moidors in Gold ; befides Chains and Trinckecs, of 
confiderable Value ; particularly a Crofs fet with Dia- 
monds, defigned for the King of Portugal ; which 
they afterwards prefented to the Governor of Caiana, 
by whom they were obliged. 

Elated with this Booty, they had nothing now to 
think of but fome fafe Retreat, where they might give 
themfelves up to all the Pleafures that Luxury and 
Wantonnefs could bellow ; and for the prefent they 
pitch’d upon a Place called the Devil's lfa?ids > in the 
River of Surinam , on the Coall of Caia?:a ; where 
they arrived, and found the civilell Reception imagi- 
nable, not only from the Governor and Factory, but 
their Wives, who exchanged Wares, and drove a con- 
fiderable Trade with them. 

They feiz’d a Sloop in this River, and by her 
gained Intelligence, that a Brigantine had alfo Failed 
in Company with her, from Rbode-Ifand , laden with 
Proviflons for the Coafl. A Welcome Cargo! They 
growing fhort in the Sea Store, and as Sancho fays. 
No Adventures to be ?nade without Belly-Timber. One 
Evening as they were rumaging their Mine of Trea- 
fure the Portuguefe Prize, this expected VefTel was 
defery’d at Mail-Head, and Roberts > imagining no 
Body could do the Bafinefs as well as himielf, takes 
40 Men in the Sloop, and goes in purfuit of her ; but 
a fatal Accident followed this rafh, tho’ inconfidera- 
ble Adventure, for Roberts , thinking of nothing Icfs 
than bringing in the Brigantine that Afternoon, ne- 
ver troubled his head about the Sloop’s Provifion, nor 
inquired what there was on Board to fubfift fuch a 
Number of Men. Out he fails after his expelled 
Prize, which he not only loft further Sight of, but 
after eight Days contending with contrary Winds and 
Currents, found they were thirty Leagues to Lee- 
ward. The Current Hill oppofing their Endeavours, 
and perceiving no Hopes of beating up to their Ship, 
they came to an Anchor, and inconfiderately lent a- 
way the Boat, to give the rell of the Company No- 
tice of their Condition, and to order the Ship to them ; 
but too foon, even the next Day, their Wants made 
them fenflble of their Infatuation ; for their Water 
was all expended, and they had taken no thought how 
they fhould be fupply’d, till either the Ship came, or 


the Boat returned, neither of which was likely 1 be 
under five or fix Days. Here, like Tantalus , 
almoll 'famifhed in Sight of the frclh Streams! 
Lakes ; being drove to fuch Extremity at Lit, al 
they were forc’d to tare up the Floor of the C'o 
and patch up a fort of Tub or Tray with Rope V ) - 
to paddle alhure, and fetch ofF immediate Supphjf 
Water to preferve Life. 

After iome Days, the long-wifh’d-for B oat<n e 
back, bur with the molt unwelcome News in ae 
World, for Kennedy , who was Lieutenant, and lc ^ 
Abience of Roberts , to command the Privateei j 
Prize, was gone off with both. This was Mort f 
rion with a Vengeance, and, you may imagine, 4 
did not depait without fome hard Speeches zi 0111 w 
that were left, and had fuftered by their Tread U 
That there may need no further mention of this i,. 
ned)\ 1 lliall leave Captain Roberts , fora Page or 0 
with the Remains of his Crew, to vent their WnB 
a few Oaths and Execrations, and follow the c :r, 
whom me may reckon, from that "l ime, as lie jjj 
his Courle towards Execution Dock . 

Kennedy was now chofen Captain of the rev m 
Clew, but could not bring his Company to an 2 
termined Rei olution 5 fome of them were for p u 
ing the old Game, but the greater part of them le $ 
to have Inclinctions to turn from thofe evil C01 ^ 
and get home privately, there being now no A M 
Pardon in Force ; therefore they agreed to brcai ■ 
and every Man to fhift for himielf, as he ihou 1 
Occafion. The hrll Thing they did, was to jf 
with the great Portuguefe Prize, having the I 
Her of tlie Sloop, whole Name was Ca??e ) abi Jj 
who they faid was a very honcil Fellow, for hi jj 
humoured them upon every Occafion, and told K 
of the Brigantine tnat Roberts went after. I 
Cane, when the Pirates hrll took him, complim m 
them at an odd Rate, telling them they were 8 
come to his Sloop and Cargo, and wifh’d tha leL 
Veflel had been larger, and the Loading richer® 
their Sakes : To this good natured Man they ga\ B 
Portuguefe Ship, which was then above half lo. 8 
three or four Negroes, and all his own Men I 
which he returned Thanks to his kind Bcnefui B 
and departed. 

Captain Kennedy , in the Rover , failed to Bt s- 
does , near which Ifland they took a very peac !e 
Ship belonging to Virginia ; the Commander \ 2 
Quaker, whofe Name was K?:ot ; he had nc er, 
Piilol, Sword, nor Cutlalh on Board : Mr. Kno p- 
pearing lb very paifive to all they laid to him, le 
of them thought tins a good Opportunity to go 8 
accordingly eight of the Pirates went aboard, ar.l 
carried them lafe to V'ugiuia : They made the '■ 
kera Prefent cf loChclis of Sugar, 10 Roll? of «■ 
fil Tobacco, 30 Moidores, and lome Gold-Dulin 
all to the value of about 2:0 1 . They alfo made e- 
fents to the Sailors, fome more, fome lels, and el 
a jovial Life all the while they were upon their 1 y| 
age, Captain Knot giving them their Way ; no*| 
deed could he help himfelf, unlcfs he had tr.ktijj 
Opportunity to furprize them, when they we: i 
ther drunk or afleep ; for awake they were Art! a. 
board the Skip, and put him m a continual Teirl 
it not being his Principle to fight, unlefs with Ar J 
Collufion. However, he managed tliefe Weans 
well till he arrived at the Capes j after which fo f ot 
the Pirates went off in a Boat, which they had tea 
with them, for the more cafily making their EfcB 
and made up the Bay towards Maryland \ bat .re 
forced back bv a Storm into an oblcure Place 0 :e 
Country. Here meeting with good Entertain: it 
among the Planters, they continued feveral ' ivs 
without beinv; difeovered to be Pirate?. In the 1 >n 
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I Time Captain Knot, leaving four others on Board his 
Ship, who intended to go to Nortb-Carolina , made 
viur halt he could to difeover to Mr. Spotfwood the 
Governor, what fort of PaJIengcrs he had been forced 
0 bring with him. The Governor, by good For- 
une, got them feized ; and Search being made after 
he-others, who were revelling about the Country, 
hey were alfo taken, and all try’d, convicted and 
aig’d. Two Portugueje Jews, who were taken on 
he Coafc of Brafil, and whom they brought with 
a.eni to Virginia, were the principal Evidences, 
lie latter had found Means to lodge Part of their 
Vealth with the Planters, who never brought it to 
account: But Captain Knot furrendered up e\ery 
'hing that belonged to them that were taken a- 
oard, even what they prefented to him, in lieu of 
ich Things as they had plundered him of in the it 
.ftlage, and obliged his Men to do the like. 

Some Days after the taking of the Virginia Man 
ft mentioned, in cruifmg the Latitude ot Jamaica, 
ennedy took a Sloop bound thither from Bojlon , 
aded with Bread and Flower ; aboard of this Sloop 
ent all the Hands who were for breaking the Gang, 
id Icfr thofe behind that had a Mind to purfue hir- 
er Adventures. Among the former were AT,. dy, 
eir Captain, of whofe Honour they had fuch a de- 
icable Notion, that they were about to throw' him 
er-board, when they found him in the Sloop, as 
j-ing he might betray them all, at their return to 
gland ; he having in his Childhood been bred a 
:k-pocket, and before he became a Pirate, a Houfe- 
aaker ; both which are Profefilons that thefe Gen- 
men have a very mean Opinion of. However, 
ptain Kennedy , by taking folemn Oaths of Fide- 
/ to his Companions, was fufFered to proceed 
th rhem. 

In this Company there was but one that pretend- 
to any Skill in Navigation ; for Kennedy could 
cher write nor read, he being preferred to the 
nunand merely for his Courage, which indeed lie 
1 often fignaliz’d, particularly in taking the Porta - 
fe Ship. This Man proved to be a Pretender only 
, duping their Courle to Ireland , where they ;u 
ed to land, they ran away to the North- Weil 
aft of Scotland, and there were toft about by hard 
)rms cf Wind for feveral Days, without know- 
; W'here they were, and in great Danger of perlfti- 
At length they pufhed the Yeflel into a little 

I ieek, and went all alhore, leaving the Sloop at an 
I ichor for the next Comers. 

| The whole Company refrefhed themfelves at a 
lie Village, about live Miles from the Place where 
t v left the Sloop, and palled there for fhip-w reck'd 
Riors ; nor is there any doubt but they might have 
It veiled on without Sufpicion, but the mad and 
nous Manner of their Living on the Road occafton- 
Ic their Journey to be cut fhort, as we 111 all cbferve 
pfently. 

I Kennedy and another left them here, and, travel - 
lg to one of the Sea-Ports, fliip’d themfelves for Ire- 
mid, and arrived there in Safety, Six or feven wife- 
1 withdrew from the reft, travelled at their leifure, 

Ki got to their much defired Port of London, wich- 
Nt being diiiurbed or fufpe&ed ; but the main Gang 
firm'd the Country wherever they came, d linking 
Wi roaring ar fuch a Rare, that the People (hut 
rmfdves up in their Houfes in forr.e Pi ,.ce<, not 
M'ing to venture out among fo many m :d Fellows : 

S other Villages they treated the ur.de i'own, 
Pandering their Money away, as if, like JEfof , 
My wanted to lighten their Burthens: This e..- 
ffliiive manner of Living procured two of their 
< nken Straglers to be knock’d on the I lead, they 
Bag found murdered on the Road, and their Money 
4 s 


taken from them : All the reft, to the Number of 
feven teen, as they drew nigh to Edinburgh , were ar- 
relied and thrown into Goal, upon Sufpicion of they 
knew not what. However, the Me gill rates were not 
long at a lofs for proper Acculations for two of the 
Gang offering themielves for Evidences, they were 
accepted of; and the others were brought to a fpeedy 
I rval, at which nine were convi&ed and executed. 

Kennedy h.vmg fpent all his Money, came over 
from Ireland, and kept a common Bawdy-Roufe on 
Dept lord Road, and now and then, 'twas thought, 
made an Excurlion abroad in the Way of his former 
Profefiion ; till one of his Houlhold Whores gave 
Information againft him of a Robbery, for which he 
was committed to Bridewell But becaufe Ihe would 
r.ot do the Bafinefs by halves, fhe found out a Mate 
of a Ship that Kennedy 'had committed Piracy up- 
pon, as lie foolifhly ccnfeiled to her : This Mate, 
whofe Name was Grant, paid Kennedy a Vifit in 
Bridezvc/l, and, knowing him to be the Man, pro- 
cured a Warrant, and had him committed to the 
Mirftialfea Prifon. 

i he Game that Kennedy had now to play, was 
to turn Evidence himfeif; accordingly he gave a 
Lift of eight or ten of his Comrades; but not being 
acquainted with their Habitations, one only was ta* 
ken, who, tho’ condemn’d, appeared to be a Man of 
a fair Charter, was forced into their Sendee, and 
took tnc firll Opportunity to get from them, and 
therefore receiv d a Pardon ; but If alter Kennedy , 
being a notorious Offender, was executed the 19th 
of July, 1721, at Execution Dock. 

The rcll of the Pirates who were left in the Ship 
Rover, llaid not long behind, for they went alhore 
to one of the IVef -India Iflands ; what became of 
them afterwards, we can’t tel), bur the Ship was 
found at Sea by a Sloop belonging to St. Cbrijlophers, 
and carried into that Bland with only nine Negroes 
aboarJ. 

Tiius we fee what a difaftrous Fate ever attend, 
the Wicked, and how rarely they elcape the PuuiL. 
mem due to their Crimes/ who, abandon’d to Inch 
a profligate Life, rob, fpoil, and prey upon Man- 
kind, contrary to the Light and Law of Nature, as 
well as the pofitive Command of God. It miVht 
have been hoped, that the Examples of thefe Deaths, 
would have been as Marks to the Remainder of 
this Gang, how to fhun the Rocks their Companions 
had fplit on ; and that they would have furrendered 
to Mercy, or diverted themfelves for ever from 
fuel) Puriuits, left in the End they might be fubjefted 
to the fame Law and Punifhment, which they mull 
be con ft: io us they now equally defer ved ; an impend- 
ing Law, which never can let rhem fleep foundly 
unlefs wren they are drunk. Bur all the Ufe that 
was made of it here, was to commend the Jufbice of 
the Court that condemn’d Kennedy, for he was a 
fad Dog (they faid) and deferred' the Fate he met 
with. 

But to go back to Roberts, whom we left on the 
Coall of Cat ana, in a grievous I Lift on -at what Ken- 
nedy and the Crew- Lad done ; and who was now 
projecting new Adventures with his fmall Company 
m the Sloop. Conftdering now that hitherto tney 
had been but as a Rope of Sand, they formed a fet 
of Articles, to be figned and fworn to, for the better 
Confervation of their Society, and doing Jullice to 
one another ; excluding all Irijh Men from the Be- 
il eft of it, to whom they had an implacable Aver- 
fton upon the Account of Kennedy. How indeed Af- 
berts could rldnk that an Oath would be obligatory 
where Defiance had been given to the Laws of God 
and Man, I can’t tell, but he thought their greateit 
Security lav in this, That it was every one's Interejl 
3 B to 
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to obferve the Articles , if they were minded to keep 
up fo abominable a Combination . 


The following is the Subftance of the Articles, as 
taken from the Pirates own Informations. 


I. 


E VERT Man has a Vote in Affairs of Moment y 
and an equal Title to the frejh Provifions , or 
Jtrong Liquors, at any Time fetzed ; which he may 
nfe at Pleafure , unlefs a Scarcity make it necejjary , 
for the good of all , to vote a Retrenchment . 


II. 


III. 


No P erf on to game at Cards or Dice for Money . 

IV. 


The Lights and Candles to he put out at eight o'Clock 
at Night: If any of the Crew , after that Hour , 
fill remained inclined for Drinkings they were to do it 
on the open Deck. This Roberts believed would give 
a Check to their Debanches, for he was a fober Man 
himfelf ; but he found at length, that all his Endea- 
vours to put an End to this Debauch, proved ineffec- 
tual. 


V. 


To keep their Piece , Piftols, and Cutlafb clean , and 
fit for Service. In this they were extravagantly nice, 
endeavouring to out do one another in the Beauty 
and Richnefs of their Arms, giving fometimes at an 
Au&ion made at the Mail, 30 or 40 /. a Pair, for 
Piilols. Thefe were flung in Time oi Service, with 
different coloured Ribbands, over their Shoulders, in 
a Way peculiar to thefe Fellows, in which they took 
great Delight. 


VI. 


No Boy or Woman to be allowed amongfi them. 
If any Man were found ft during any of the latter 
Sex , and carried her to Sea , difguifed, he was to fuf- 
fer Death : So that when any fell into their Hands, 
as it chanced in the Onflow, they put a Centinal im- 
mediately over her, to prevent ill Confequences from 
io dangerous an lnilrument of Divifion and Quarrel ; 
but then here lies the Roguery ; they contend who 
fhall be Centinel, which happens generally to one of 
the greateil Bullies, who, to fecure the Lady’s Vir- 
tue, will let none lie with her but himfelf 


VII. 


To defert the Ship , or their Quarters in Battle , was 
punijhed with Death , or Marooning . 


VIII. 


Another Particular was , that every Man Jhould 
be called fairly in turn , by Lift , on Board of Pri- 
ces, becaufe , over and above their proper Share , they 
were on thefe Occafions allowed a Shift of Cloaths : 
But if they defrauded the Company to the V alue of a 
Dollar , in Plate , Jewels , or Money , Maroon ino 
was their Punifhment . (This was a barbarous Cuf- 
tom of putting the Offender on Shore, on fome de- 
folate or uninhabited Cape or Ifland, with a Gun, a 
few Shot, a Bottle of Water, and a Bottle of Pow- 
der, to fubfift with, or ilarve.) If the Robbery was 
only between one another, they contented themf elves 
with flitting the Ears and Nofe of him that was 
Guilty , and fet him on Shore , not in an uninhabited 
Place , but fo?newhere t where he was Jure to encoun- 
ter Hardjhips . 


No ft r iking one another on Board, but every Man\ 
Quarrels to be ended on Shore , at Sword and Pifol, 
Thus : The Quarter-Mailer of the Ship, when th< 
Parties will not come to any Reconciliation, accom- 
panies them on Shore with what Affillance he think; 
proper, and turns the Difputants Bick to Back, at f( 
many Paces Dillance : At the Word of Command 
they turn and fire immediately, or elfe the Piece i 
knocked out of their Hands: If both mifs, the' 
come to their Cutlafhes, and then he is declared Vic 
tor who draws the Aril Blood. 


IX. 


No Man to talk of breaking up their Way of Ln 
ing , till each had Jhared 1000 /. If in order to thi. j 
any Man Jhould lofe a Limb, or become a Cripple 1 
their Service, he was to have 800 Dollars, out 1 
the publick Stock , and for lefjer Hurts proportio ; 
ably . 


X. 


The Captain and Quart er-Mafttr to receive fa I 
Shares of a Prize ; the M after, Boatfwain, a. 1 
Gunner , one Share and a half, and other Office 
one and a Quarter . 


XI. 


The Muficians to have Reft on the Sabbath Dc 
but the other fix Days and Nights, none , with 1 
fpecial Favour. 


Thefe, we are aflured, were fome of Robert ] 
Articles ; but as they had taken Care to throw ov 
board the Original they had figned and fworn t 
there is a great deal of Room to fufpecl, that the R 
mainder contained fomething too horrid to be d 
clofed to any, except fuch as were willing to be Sh: 
ers in the Iniquity of them ; let them be what th 
will, they were together the Tell of all new Comei 
who were initiated by an Oath taken on a Bible,! 
ferv’d for that Purpofe only, and were fubferib 
to in Prefence of the Worfhipful Mr. Roberts. A 
in Cafe any Doubt Ihould arife concerning the Co 1 
ilruttion of thefe Laws, and it fhould lemain a D| 
pute whether the Party had infring’d them or no 
Jury was appointed to explain them, and bring in 
Verdict upon the Cafe in Doubt. 

Since we are now fpeaking of the Laws of t; 
Company, I fhall go on, and, in as brief a Ma 
ner as 1 can, relate the princial Cufloms, and G' 
vernmenr, of this roguiih Common-Weath ; whi 
are pretty near the fame with all Py rates. 

For the Punifhment of fmall Offences, which ; 
not provided for by the Articles, and which are 1 
of Confl quencc enough to be left to a Jury of i 
Mens own chufmg, the Quarter-Mafter, who is 
principal Officer among the Pyrates claims all .V 
thoritv this Way, excepting in Time of Battle: 
they difobey his Command, are quarrelfome a 
mutinous with one another, mifufe Prifoners ph 
der beyond his Order, and, in particular, if they > 
negligent of their Arms, which he muiiers at Diic 


tion, he punifhes at his own Arbitrement, 


drubbing or whipping, which no one elfc dare 

withe 


Py rates, Highwaymen, Murderers , &c. 187 


thout incurring the Lafh from all the Ships 
ompany : In ihort, this Officer is Truilea for 
• whole, is the firft on Board any Prize, fe- 
rating for the Company’s Ufe what he pleafes, 

4 i returning what he thinks fit to the Owners, 
j:epting Gold and Silver, which they have voted 
it returnable. 

After a Defcription of the Quarter- M after, and 
1 Duty, who aits as a fort ot a civil Magifirate 
I Board a Pirate Ship, we ihall confider their mili- 
t f Officer, the Captain ; and what Privileges and 
I .vers he exerts in fuch anarchy and unrulincfs of the 
{‘tubers : Why truly very little, they only permit 
1 \ to be Catpuin, on Condition that they maybe 
(atain over him ; they feperate to his Ufe the great 
(iiii, and fometimes vote him fmall Parcels of Plate 
: \ China, (for it may be noted that Roberts drank 
1 Tea conilantly) but then every M.n, as the Hu- 

I ur takes him, will ufe the Plate and China, in- 
i ie into his Apartment, fwear at him, feize a Part 
< lis Victuals and Drink, if they like it, without his 
( ;ring to find Fault or Cornell: it : Yet Roberts , by 
h letter Management than ufual, became the chief 
J e&or in every Thing of Moment, and it happened 

t s : — 'The Rank of Captain being obtained bv 

t Suffrage of the Majority, it falls on one fupcnor 
f Knowledge and Boidnefs, who is Piftol Proof \ as 

I I call it, and can make thofe fear, who do not 
1 . : him ; Roberts is faid to have exceeded his Fellows 
t thefe Refpeds, and when he was advanced, he 
€ rged the Refpedt that followed it, by making a 
f of Privy-Council of half a Dozen of the greatefl 
I ies ; fuch as were his Competitors, and had Inte- 
1 enough to make his Government eafy ; yet even 
t fe, in the latter Part of his Reign, he had run 
c nter to in every Project that oppoled his own O- 
j on ; for which, and becaufe he grew referved, 
a would not drink and roar at their Rate, a Cabal 
v formed to take away his Captainfhip, which 
I .th did more effectually. 

"he Captain’s Power is uncontroble in Time of 
( ice, or in Battle, when he drubs, cuts, or even 
f. its any one who dares deny his Command. The 
f c Privilege he takes over Prifoners, who receive 
g d or ill Ufage, moftly as he approves of their Be- 
£ iour ; for tho’ the meaneft would take upon them 
t nifufe a Mailer of a Ship, yet Roberts would con- 
t il herein, when he faw it, and merrily, over a 
I tie, give his Prifoners this double Reafon for it. 
Id, T iiat it preferved his Precedence ; and fecondly, 
'at it took the Punifhment out of the Hands of a 
rch more raffi and mad Set of Fellows than himfclf, 
Yen he found that Rigour was not expected from 
I People, (for he often pra&ifed it to appeafe them,) 
tn he would give Strangers to underiland, that it 
pure Inclination that induced him to a good 
^eatment of them, and not any Love or Partiality 
t their Perfons ; for , fays he, there is none of you 
b will hang me, I know, whenever you can clinch we 
^hin your Power. 

\nd now, feeing the Difadvantages they were un- 
c- for purfuing the Account, viz. a fmall VeflVl ill 
r aired, and without Provifions or Stores ; they rc- 
{ /ed one and all, with the little Supplies they could 

I * to proceed for the Weft -Indies, not doubting to 

I I a Remedy for all thefe Evils, and to retrieve their 
. fs. 

in the Latitude of Defeada , one of the IHands, 

1 y took two Sloops, which fupply’d them with Pro- 
ons and other NecefTaries ; and a feu Days after- 
rds, took a P>rigantine belonging to Rhode Ijland , 

1 then proceeded to Barhadoes ; off of which 
nd, they fell in with a Brifiol Ship of to Gun% in 


her Voyage out, from whom they took abundance of 
Cloaths, lame Money, twenty live Bales of Goods, 
five Barrels of Powder, a Gable, Hawfer, 10 Calks, 
ol Oatmeal, fix Calks of Beef, and feveral other Goods, 
befides five of her Men ; and after they had detained 
her three Days, let her go. This VelTel being 
bound for the abovefaid I Hand, fhe acquainted the 
Governor with what had happened, as foon as Ihe ar- 
rived. 

Upon this, a Briftol Galley that lay in the Har- 
bour, was ordered to be fitted out with all imagina- 
ble Expedition, with 20 Guns, and So Men ; there 
being then no Man of War upon that Station ; and 
alio a Sloop with 10 Guns, and 40 Men : The Gal- 
ley was commanded by one Captain Rogers , of Brif 

'■> and the Sloop by Captain Graves , of that ifland, 
and Captain Rogers , by a Commiffion from the Go- 
vernor, was appointed Commodore. 

1 he fecond Day alter Rogers failed out of the Har- 
bour, he was difeovered by Roberts , who, knowing 
nothing of their Defign, gave them Chr.ce : The Bar- 
bados Ships kept an an eafy fail till the Pirates came 
up with them, and then Roberts gave them a Gun, 
expeding they would have immediately firuck to his 
piratical Flag ; but inftead thereof, he was forced to 
receive the hire of a Broadfide, with three Huzzas at 
the (lime 'l ime. An Engagement enfued, in which 
Roberts, being hardly put to it, was obliged to crowd 
all the Sail the Sloop would bear, to get off : The 
Galley failing pretty well, kept Company for a long 
while, keeping a conilant Fire, which galled the Pi- 
rate ; however, at length, by throwing over their 
Guns, and other heavy Goods, and thereby lighten- 
ing the Vefiel, they, “with much ado, got clear ; but 
Roberts could never endure a Barhadoes Man after- 
wards, and when any Ships belonging to that Ifiand 
fell in his Way, lie was more particularly fevere to 
them than others. > 

Captain Roberts failed in the Sloop to the Ifiand of 
Domini co, where he watered, and got Provifions of 
the Inhabitants, to whom he gave Goods in Ex- 
charge. At this Place he met with 13 Fnglijhtnch, 
who had been fet a-fhore by a French Guard de Lz 
Cofie , belonging to Martinico , taken out of two New- 
England Ships, that had been feized, as Prize, bv 
the faid French Sloop : The Men willingly entered 
with the Pirates, and it proved a feafbnable Re- 
cruit. 

They Ibid not long here, tho’ they had immediate 
Occ.;lion for cleaning their Sloop, becaufe they did 
not think this a proper Place ; nnd herein they judg- 
ed right ; for the touching at this Ifi nd, had like to 
have been their Beftru&ion, becaufe they having re- 
folved to go away to the Granada Ifiands, for the 
afore faid Purpofe, by fome Accident it came to be 
known to the French Colony, who fending Word to 
the Governor of Martinico, he equipped and man- 
ned two Sloops to go in Quefi of them. The Pirates 
failed diredly for the Granadilloes, and hail’d into a 
Lagoon, at Corvocoo, where they cleaned with unufual 
Dilpatch, (laying but a little above a Week, by which 
Expedition they miffed of the Martinico Sloops only 
a lew Hours ; Roberts failing over Night, and the 
French arriving the next Morning. This was a for- 
tunate Efcape, efpecially confidering, that it was not 
from any Fears of their beirg difeovered, that they 
made fo much hail from the lihnd ; but, as they had 
the Impudence themfelves to own, for the want of 
W ; ne and Women. 

Thus narrowly cfcaped, they failed for Newfound- 
land, and arrived upon the Banks the latter End of 
June, 1720. They entered the Harbour tfTrcpaJJi, 
with their black Colours flying. Drums beating, and 
Trumpets founding. There was two and twenty 

Vefiejs 
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Veflels irt the Harbour, which the Men all quitted 
upon the Sight of the Pirate, and fled a-fhore. It is 
impoflible particularly to recount the Definition and 
Havock they made here, burning and finking all the 
Shipping, except a Brifiol Galley, and defiroying the 
Fifheries, and Stages of the poor Planters, witnout 
Remorfe or Compunction ; for nothing is fo deplora- 
ble as Power in mean and ignorant Hands ; it makes 
Men wanton and giddy, unconcerned at the Misfor- 
tunes they are impofmg on their Fellow Creatuies, 
and keeps them fmiiing at the Mifchiefs, that bring 
themfelves no Advantage. They are like mad Men, 
that cafi Fire-Brands, Arrows, and Death , and fay , 
are not we in Sport ? 

Roberts mann’d the Brifiol Galley he took in the 
Harbour, and mounted 16 Guns on Board her; after- 
wards cruizing oat upon the Banks, he met w ith nine 
or ten Sail of French Ships all which he dellroyed 
except one of 26 Guns which they feized and 
carried off for their own Ufe This Ship they 
chriflened the Fortune and leaving the Brifiol Gal- 
ley to the French Men they fail’d away in Company 
with the Sloop on another Cruize, and took Je- 
veral prizes ei >iz, the Richard of Biddiford Jonathan 
Whitfield Mailer ; the Willing Mind of Poole; the 
Expectation of Topfham ; and the Samuel, Captain 
Cary, of London ; out of thefe Ships they encreafed 
their Company, by entring all the Men they could 
well fpare, in their own Service. The Samuel was a 
rich Ship, and had feveral Paflengers on Board, who 
were ufed very roughly, in order to make them dif- 
cover their Money, threatening them every Moment 
with Death, if they did not rehgn every Thing up to 
them. They tore up the Hatches and entered the 
Hold, like a parcel of Furies, and, with Axes and 
Cutlafhes, cut and broke open all the Bales, Cafes and 
Boxes, they could lay their Hands on ; and when any 
Goods came upon Deck, that they did not like to 
carry a-board, inflead of tolling them into the Hole 
again, they threw them over-board into the Sea ; ail 
this was done with inceflant curfmg and fwcaring, 
more like Fiends than Men. They carried with them. 
Sails, Guns, Powder, Cordage, and 8 or 9000 /. 
worth of the choicefl Goods ; and told Captain Cary , 
That they Jhould axcept of no A Cl of Grace ; that the 

K 11 ■ and P / might be damned with their 

Acts of G — — for them ; neither would they go to 
Hope-Point, to be hanged up a Sun- drying, as KiddV 
and Braddifh’j Company were ; but that if they Jhould 
ever be over-power d they would fet Fire to the Pow- 
der, with a Pifiol, and go all merrily to Hell toge- 
ther. 

After they had brought all the Booty a-board, a 
Confultation was held whether they fhould link or 
burn the Ship ; but whilll they were debating the 
Matter, they fpy’d a Sail, and fo left the Samuel , to 
give her Chace. At Midnight they came up with the 
fame, which prov’d to be a Snow from Brifiol, bound 
for Bofion , Captain Bowles Mailer. They us’d him 
barbaroufly, becaufe of his Country ; Captain Rogers, 
who attack’d them off Barbodoes , being of the City of 
Brifiol. 

July 1 6. which was two Days afterwards, they 
took a Virginia Man call’d The Little York, James 
Philips Mailer, and The Love, of Liverpool ; which 
they plunder’d, and let go. The next Day, a Snow, 
from Brifiol, call’d The Phoenix, John Richards Ma- 
iler, met with the fame Fate from them ; as alfo a 
Brigantine, Captain Thomas, and a Sloop call’d The 
Sadbury. They took all the Men out of the Brigan- 
tine, and funk the Veil'd. 

When they left the Banks of Newfoundland, they 
fail’d for the Weft- Indies ; and the Provifions growing 
fbort, they went for the Latitude of the Ifland Defea - 
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da, to cruize, it being efreem’d the Iikcliefl Place! 
meet with thofe Ships that (,.s they us’d in th^i; IV; 
to fay) were confign’d to them with Supplies. Ail 
has been very much fufpeiued, t,.;.t Ships lu\e !o Jf 
with Provifions at the Englijh Colonies, on pretfl; 
of trading on the Coafii ol \jf,ii 1 ; when they h n ' 
in Reality, been confin’d to tm.ni: And thow 3 
Shew of Violence is oncr’J to tl cm when thiyuB, 
yet t ( .cy are pretty fine of bringing their C..rgo .1 
good Market. 

However, at this Time they rnifs’d of their u l 
Luck ; and Prcniiions and NecciAnes becoming n 1 ., 
force every Day, they ret r’d tow. .ids Sc. Chrml 
pher's, where, being denied nil Succour or AiiiihBv 
from the Government, they fir’d, in Revenge, on c 
Town, and burnt two Ships in the Road, one oftB^ 
commanded by Captain Cox, of Brifiol. They 
retreated farther, to the BKnd of St. BarthohmW 
wuere they met with much 1inndlomcrT1c3t1r.1l. 
the Governor not only fupplying them with |I * 
frdhments, but he and the Chiefs c . rolling |heiB~ 
the molt friendly Manner; And the Woinen^ froib 
good an Example, endeavour’d to out-vie each 0$’ 
in Drcfs, and Behaviour, to amaidt the good Gil" 
of fuch generous Lovers, tlut paid Well for their 1 
vours. 

Sated, at length, with thefe Pleafures, andha*! 
taken on board a good Supply of lYcfll Provifions, H 
voted unaninioufly for the Coal! of Guinea, and d 


the Latitude of 22 Degrees North in t »r Vo 


thither, they met with a French Ship from Marti 7, , 


richly laden, and, which was unlucky for the M:» u 
had a Property ol being fitter for ti.cir Purple ii 
tiie Banker. Exchange was no Robbery, they f J 
and fo, after a little Mock-compLifance to 
for the Favour he had done them, they fhifted^ ir 
Men, and took Leave. This was their firlt /■*’ 
Fortune. V I 

In this Ship Roberts proceeded on his defign’d 
age ; bat, before they reach’d Guinea, he propW 
to touch at Braza, the fouthermoifc of Cape A 
lihnds, and clean. But here, again, by an into 
blc Stupidity, and Want of Juugn ent, they g aW" 
far Leeward of their Port, that, dcfpAinng to n nr f > 
it, or any of the Windward Parts of Africa, t 


were oblig’d to go back again with the i rade-W M*; 


ft 


for the Weft- Indies, which had very near been t 
Dellruiftion of them all. Surinam was u.e Place v 
defign’d for, which was no IcE than 700 League 
Pant ; and they n ad but one Hogfhcad of Water— 
to fupply 124 Souls tor that Paflhgc : A lad CircW ;: 
fiance, that eminently expofes ti.eVolly and 
common among Pirates ; ..ndhemufi be an inconM^ fi 
rate V. Vetch, indeed, who, if he could kp.m.te c 
Wickcdniij and Punifhnici.r from t.,c IVi, w J 
yet hazard his Life amidu a 01 Dr.ngci , s (irl^ 
Wan t of Skill and Forecafi ot:< u makes them 1? 
ble to. 

Their Sins, we may prefume, w ere never f> t ;• * ! 
blefome to their Memories a?> now, when inevu^l^ 
Dellruiftion feem’d to threaten the; without •cltf 
leafi Glimpfe of Comfort or Ailevi: tion to them i-r i 
<ery ; for, with what Face could Vv rescues who dl* 
ravag’d and made fo many nccemtous, look uj 1) 
Heaven for Relief? They had to that Moment 1 dl-i, 
in Defiance of the Power that now alone they ill 
trufi to for their Preiervation ; aud, indeed, wit. it 
the miraculous Intervention of Providence, there* i 
pear’d only this mifcrable Choice, viz. a preit ' 
Death by their own Hands, ora hug’ ring one byt* 
mine. * ■? 

They continu'd their Courfe, and came to an I- ’ 
lowance of one fmgle Mouthful of Wattr for 
Hours. Many of them drank their Urine, or 
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Water, which, inftead of allaying, gave them an Roberts was fo enrag'd at the Attempts that had 
inextinguifhable Thirft, that kill’d ’em : Others pi- keen made for taking of him, by the Governors of 
ned, and walled a little more Time in Fluxes and Barbadoes and Martinico , that he order’d a new 
Apyrexies ; fo that they dropp’d away daily. Thofe Jack to be made, which they ever after hoiked, with 
that fukain’d the Mifery bek, were fuch as nlmok his own Figure pourtray’d, kanding upon two 
karv’d themfelves, forbearing all Sorts of Food, un- Skulls, and under them the Letters A B H and 
lefs a mouthful or two of Bread, the whole Day : So AM H ; fignifying a Barbadians and a Martini - 
that thofe who furviv’d, were as weak as it was pof- can's Head : As lhall be feen in the Plate of Captain 
kble for Men to be, and alive. * Roberts. 

But if the difmal Profpeft they fet out with gave At Dotninieo , the next Jfland they touch’d at, 
them Anxiety, Trouble, or Pain, what mull their they took a Dutch Interloper of 22 Guns, and 75 

Fears and Apprehenfions be, when they had not one Men, and a Brigantine belonging to Rhodes Illand, 

Drop of Water left, or any other Liquor to moiken of which one Norton was Maker. The former 
of animate ? This was their Cafe when (by the work- made fome Defence, till fome of his Men being killed, 
ing of Divine Providence, no doubt) they were brought the rek were difeourag’d, and kruck their Colours, 
into Soundings, and at Night anchor’d in feven Fa- With thefe two Prizes they went down to Guadalupe , 
thorn Water. This was an exprekible Joy to them, and brought out a Sloop, and a French Fly-Boat Ja- 
and, as it were, fed the expiring Lamp of Life with den with Sugar; the Sloop they burnt, and went on 
frefh Spirits : But this could not hold long. When, to Moonay , another Ifland, thinking , to clean : But 
the Morning came, they faw Land from the Mall- finding the Sea ran too high there to undertake it with 
Head, but it was at fo great a Dikance, that it af- Safety, they bent their Courfe for the North Part of 

forded but an indifferent Profpeft to Men who had Hifpaniola , where, at Rennet's Key, in the Gulf of 

drank nothing for the two lak Days : However, they Stminab, they clean’d both the Ship and the Brigan- 
difpatch’d their Boat away, and late the fame Night tine. For though Hifpaniola be fettled by the Spa - 
it return’d, to their no fmaJl Comfort, with a load niards and Fre?ich , and is the Refdence of a Prefident 


of Water ; informing them, that they had got off the 
Mouth of Menwinga River, on the Coait of Suri- 

( nam. 

One would have thought fo miraculous an Efcape 
fiiould have wrought fome Reformation ; but, alas! 
they had no fooner quench’d their Thirlt, but they 
had forgot the Miracle, till Scarcity of Provifions a» 
waken’d their Senfes, and bid them guard againft 
karving. Their Allowance was very fmall, and yet 
they would profanely fay, That Providence which 
had gave them Drink , would, no doubt , bring them 
Meat alfo , if they would ufe but an honeft Endea- 
vour, 

In purfuance of thefe honek Endeavours, they 

( were Peering for the Latitude of Barbadoes , with 
what little they had left, too look out for more, or 
flarve, and in their Way, they met a Ship that an- 
fwer’d their Neceflities, and after that a Brigantine. 
The former was call’d The Greyhound, belonging to 
St. Chriftopher' S , and bound to Philadelphia ; the 
Mate of which fign'd the Pirate’s Articles, and was 
afterwards Captain of The Ranger, Confort to The 
Royal Fortune. 

Out of the Ship and Brigantine the Pirates got a 
good Supply of Provifions and Liquor, fo that they 
gave over the defign’d Cruize, and water’d at Tobago, 
where hearing of the two Sloops that had been feted 
out and fent after them at Corvocoo, they fail’d to 
the Ikand of Martinico, to make the Governor fome 
fort of an Equivalent for the Care and Expedition he 
had (hewn in that Affair. 

It is the Cuilom at Martinico for the Dutch Inter - 

I opers, that have a Mind to trade with the People of 
the Ikand, to hoik their Jacks when they come before 
the Town. Roberts knew the Signal, and, being an 
atter Enemy to them, he bent his Thoughts upon 
Mifchief. Accordingly, he came in with his Jack 
lying, which, as he expetted, they millook for a 
load Market, and thought * themfelves happiek that 
tould l'oonek difpatch off their Sloops and Yeffels for 
Trade. When Roberts had got them within his 
Power (one after another) he told them, he would 
lot have it faid that they came off for nothing, and 
herefore order’d them to leave their Money behind, 
or that they were a Parcel of Rogues, arid he hop’d 
hfcy would always meet with fuch a Dutch Trade 
s this was. He refer v’d one Vekel to fet the Paffen- 
;ers on fhore again, and fir’d the rek to the Num- 
er of 20. 
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from Spain, who receives, and finally determines Ap- 
peals from all the other Spanijb Weft -India Iflands ; 
yet is its Peopie by no Means proportion’d to its 
Magnitude : So that there are many Harbours in it, 
to which Pirates may fecurely refort, without Fear of 
Difcovery from the Inhabitants. 

Whilk they were here, two Sloops came in, as they' 
pretended, to pay Roberts a Vifit ; the Makers, whofe 
Names were Porter and Tuckerman, addrefs’d the 
Pirate as the Queen of Sheba did Solomon ; to wit. 
That , having, hear d of his Fame and At chi elements, 
they had put in their to learn his Art and Wifdom in 
the Bufinels of pirating, being Veffels on the fame 
honourable Defign with himfelf; and they hop’d, with 
the Communication of his Knowledge, they fhould 
alfo receive his Charity, being in Want of Neceffaries 
for fuch Adventures, Roberts was won upon by 
the Peculiarity and Bluntnefs of thefe two Men, and 
gave them Powder, Arms, and what ever elfe they 
had Occafion for, fpent two or three merry Nights 
with them, and at parting, faid. He hopedthe — 
would profper their Handy Works . 

They pak'ed fome Time here, after they had got 
their Vekel ready, in their ufual Debaucheries ; they 
had taken a confiderable Quantity of Rum and Sugar, 
fo that Liquor was as plenty as Water, and few there 
were who denied themfelves the immoderate Ufe of 
it ; nay, Sobriety brought a Man under a Sufpicion 
of being in a Plot againk the Commonwealth, and in 
their Senfe, he was looked upon to be a Villain that 
would not be drunk. This was evident in the Affair 
of Harry Glajby, chofen Maker of the Royal Fortune, 
who, with two others, laid hold of the Opportunity 
at the lak Ifland they were at, to move off without 
bidding Farewell to his Friends. Glajby was a re- 
ferv’d foberMan, and therefore gave Oceafion to be 
fuJpetted, fo that he was fcon miffed after he wenta- 
way. A Detachment beiag fent in quek of thefe De- 
ferters, they were all three brought back again the 
next Day. This was a capital Offence, for which, 
they were ordered to be brought to an immediate 
Tryal. 

Here was the Form of Jukice kept up, which is as 
much as can be faid of feveral other Qourts, that 

have more lawful Commiflions for what they do. 

Here was no feeing of Council, and bribing of Wit- 
neffes was a Cuilom not known among them; no 
packing of Juries, no torturing and wrelhngthe Senfe 
of the Law, for bye Ends and Purpofes, no puzzling 
3 C or 
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or perplexing the Caofe with unintelligible canting 
Terms, and ufelefs Diftindlions ; nor was their Sei- 
fions burthened with numberlefs Officers, the Mini- 
Jlers of Rapine and Extortion, with ill boding Afpetts, 
enough to fright Aftraa from the Court. 

The Place appointed for their Trials, wa* the 
Steerage of the Ship ; in order to the Procedure, a 
large Bowl of Rum Punch was made, and placed upon 
the Table ; the Pipes and Tobacco being ready, the 
judicial Proceedings began ; the Prifoners were brought 
forth, and Articles ot Jndi&ment againft them read; 
they were arraigned upon a Statute of their own mak- 
ing, and the Letter of the Law being ftrong againft 
them, and the JFaft plainly proved, they were about 
to pronounce Sentence, when one of the Judges mo- 
ved, that they fhould firll Smoak t’other Pipe ; which 
was accordingly done. 

All the Prifoners pleaded for Arreft of Judgment 
very movingly ; but the Court had fuch an Abhor- 
rence of their Crime, that they could not be prevailed 
upon to fhew Mercy, till one of the Judges whofe 
Name was Valentine Applant, ftood up, and, taking 
his Pipe out of his Mouth, faid he had fometliing to 
offer to the Court in behalf of one of the Prifoners ; 

which he delivered to this Effedl. By G- , 

Glafby pall not die ; d n me if he pall. After 

this learned Speech, he far down in his Pi; ce, and re- 
fumed his Pipe. This Motion was loudly oppofed 
by all the reft of the Judges, in equivalent r l erms ; 
but Apflant, who was rclolute in his Opinion, mr.de 
another pathetical Speech, in the follow ing Mar ner. 

G d ■ n ye Gentlemen, I am as good et Man 

as the heft of you ; d — m my S> ■ ■/ if ever I turned 
my Back to any Man in my Life, or ever will, by G — ; 
Glafby is an honeft Fellow, notwithftanding this Mis- 
fortune, and I love him , the D — l d* ■■ m n nte if 1 
don t : I hope he'll live and repent of what he has 

done ; hut d n me , if he muft die , I will die a- 

long with him. Having delivered this, he pulled out 
a Pair of Piffols, and prefented them to fome of the 
learned Judges upon the Bench ; who, perceiving 
his Argument fo well fupported, thought it reafona- 
able’ that Glafiy fhould be acquitted ; and fo 
they all came over to his Opinion, and allowed it 
to be Law. 

But all the Mitigation that could be obtained for 
the other Prifoners, was, that they fhould have the 
Liberty of choofing any four of the whole Company 
to be their Executioners. The poor Wretches were 
ty’d immediately to the Maft, and there fhot dead, 
purfuant to their villainous Sentence. 

When they put to Sea again, the Prizes, which 
had been detained only for fear of fpreading any 
Rumour concerning them, a Thing that had like to 
hade been fo fatal at Corvocoo , were thus difpofed of: 
They burnt their own Sloop, and mann’d Morton % 
Brigantine, fending the Mailer away in the Dutch In- 
terloper, not diflat isfied. 

With the Royal Fortune, and the Brigantine, which 
they chriffened the Good Fortune, they pufhed to- 
wards the Latitude of Difeada, to look out for Pro- 
vifions, being very fhort again ; and juft to their 
Wifh, Captain Hingftone's ill Fortune brought him 
in their Way, being richly laden for Jamaica ; him 
they carried to Berhadas and plundered ; then ftretch- 
iug back again to the Weft- Indies, they continually 
met with lome Confignment or other, (chiefly French,) 
which llored them with Plenty of Provifions, and re- 
cruited their ilarving Condition ; fo that, flocked with 
this fort of Ammunition ; they began to think of 
fomething worthier their Aim ; for thefe Robberies 
that only fupplied what was in conftant Expenditure, 
by no Means anfwered their Intentions ; and accord- 
ingly, they proceeded again for the Coaft of Gniney , 


where they thought to buy Gold Duft very cheap. 
In their PafTage thither, they took Numbers of Ships 
of all Nations, fome of which they burnt or funk, as 
the Behaviour or Characters of the Mailers difpleaf- 
ed them. 

Notwithftanding the luccefsful Adventures of this 
Crew, yet it was with great Difficulty they could be 
kept together, under any kind of Regulation ; for be- 
ing almoft always mad or drunk, their Behaviour 
produced infinite Diforders, every Man being in his 
own Imagination, a Captain, a Prince, or a King. 
When Roberts faw there was no managing of fuch a 
Company of wild ungovernable Brutes, by gentle 
Means, nor any Method of keeping them from drink- 
ing to excefs, which was the Caufe of all their Diftur- 
bances, he put on a rougher Deportment, and a more 
magillerial Carriage towards them, corre&ing whom 
he thought fit : If any feemed to relent his Ufage, 
he told them, They might go apore and take Sa- 
tisfaction of him , if they thought fit , at Sword 
and Piflol , for he neither valu'd or fear'd any of 
them. 

About 400 Leagues from the Coaft of Africa , the 
Brigantine, who had hitherto lived with them in all 
amicable Correfpo dence, taougnt fit to take the Op- 
porti n ty of a dark Night, and leave the Commodore, 
which le: ds me back to the Relation of an Accident, 
t.i?t happen* d : t one cf t;:e IlLnds of the We f: -Indies, 
wheie they water’d before they undertook this Voy- 
age, which h< d like to have thrown their Govern- 
ment (mch as it wa;) off the Hinges, and was partly 
1 c Occafion of tne Separation ; The Story is as fol- 
lows. 

Captain Roberts, Inving been infulted by one of 
the drunken Crew, whole Name we have rot learnt, 
he, in the Heat of his Paffion, killed the Fellow on 
the Spot, which was refented by a great many others, 
but particularly by one Jones , a brilk aClive young 
Man, who died lately in the Marpalfea, and was 
his Mefs-Mate. T his Jones was at that .Time a- 
Ihore, a watering the Ship, but as foon as he came 
on Board, he was told that Captain Roberts had killed 
his Comrade ; upon which he boldly curfed Roberts , 
and faid, he ought to be ferved fo himfelf. Roberti 
hearing Jones's Invedlive, ran to him with a Sword, 
and ran him into the Body} and Jones , notwithftand- 
ing his Wound, feized the Captain, threw him ovei 
a Gun, and beat him handfomely. This Adventure 
put the whole Company in an Uproar, and fome 
taking 'Part with the Captain, and others againft 
him, there had like to have enfued a general Battle 
with one another, like my Lord Thomont' s Cocks 
however, the Tumult was at length appeas’d, by the 
Meditation of the Quar ter- Malle r : and as the Ma 
jority of the Company were of Opinion, that the 
Dignity of the Captain ought to be fupported 01 
Board ; that it was a Poll of Honour; and therefor 
the Perfon whom they thought fit to confer it on 
fhould not be violated by any Angle Member ; there 
fore they fentenced Jones to undergo two Lnfhes fron 
every one of the Company for liis Mifdeineanour 
which was executed upon him as foon as he waswcl 
of his Wound. 

This fevere Punilhment did not at all convino 
Jones that he was in the wrong, but rather animatec 
him to fome fort of a Revenge : However, not beinj 
able to do it upon Roberts' s Perfon, on board th* 
Ship, he and feveral of his Comrades correfpond witi 
AnfttSy Captain of the Brigantine, and confpire witi 
him and fome of the principal Pirates on board tha 
VefTel, to go off* from the Company. What mad 
Anftit a Malecontent, was, the Inferiority he ftoo< 
in with refpcdl to Roberts, who carried himfelf wit 
a haughty and magifterial Air to him and his Crew 
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warding the Brigantine only as a Tender, and 
^h, left them no more than the Refufe of their 
, er. In ihort, Jones and his Confort got on 
a of Captain Anftis , on Pretence of a Vifit, and 
: confuting with their Brethren, they find a Ma- 
i for leaving of Roberts , and fo came to a Refo- 
[ to bid afoft Farewel, as they call it, that Night, 
1 ) throw over-board whofoever (hould Hick out : 
t iey prov’d to be unanimous, and efFeCled their 
H as abovemention'd. 

i. (hall have no more to fay of Captain Anftis , 

: Story of Roberts is concluded ; therefore we 
j to him, in the purfuit of his Voyage to Gui- 
The Lofs of the Brigantine was a fenhble Shock 
c Crew, fhe being an Excellent Sailor, and ha- 
£ o Hands a-board : However, Roberts , who was 
rcafion of it, put on a Face of Unconcern at 
y 1 Condud and Mifmanagement, and refolv'd 
alter his Purpofes upon that Account. 

R trts fell into Windward nigh the Senegal, a 
n of great Trade for Gum, on this Part of the 
1 monopoliz’d by the French , who conftantiy 
:j Iruizers, to hinder the interloping Trade. At 

i ime they had two fmall Ships on that Service, 
[| to Guns and 65 Men, and the other of tb 
r ind 75 Men ; who, having got a Sight of Mr. 
S-j r, and fuppofing him to be one of thefe prohi- 
n ^raders, chac’d, with all the Sail they could 
k to come up with him ; but their Hopes, which 

I jught them very nigh, too late deceived them : 
r, >n the hoifting of Jolly Roger, which was the 
n they gave their black Flag, their French Hearts 
'I and they both furrender’d without any, or, at 
ft vith very little Rcfiftance. With thefe Prizes 
y /ent into Sierraleon , and made one of them 

ii Confort, by the Name of Fhe Ranger , and 

I I er a Store-Ship, to clean by. 

if aleon River difgorges with a large Mouth, the 
rt ird-Side of which draughts into little Bays, 
t i convenient for cleaning and watering. What 
de it preferable to the Pyrates, was, that the 
2u $ fettled here are naturally their Friends. 
t are about 30 Englijbmen in all, who, in fome 
t f their Lives, have been either privateering, 
xeering, or pyrating, and Hill retain and love 
bts and Humours common to that fort of Life, 
e ive very friendly with the Natives, and have 
n # >f them, of both Sexes, to be their Grometta's , 
Slants. The Men are faithful, and the Women 
ollient, that they are very ready to proftitute 
n lvcs to whomfoever their Mailers fhall com- 
n them. The Royal Affrican Company has a 
rtn a fmall Ifland, call’d Bence IJIand , but ’ tis of 
Icjfe, befides keeping their Slaves; the Diftance 
k * it incapable of giving any Molellation to 
iuarboard Shore. Here lives at this Place an 
?llow, who went by the Name of Crackers , 
oras formerly a noted Buccaneer, and, while he 
lo'd the Calling, had robbed and plundered many 
dj . He kept the bell Houfe in the Place, had 
0 three Guns before his Door, with which he 
it his Friends the Pyrates, when they put in, and 
k : jovial Life with them all the while they are there, 
F< e follows a Lift of the reft of thofe lawlefs 
*1 ants, and their Servants, who carryonapri- 
tc rade with the Interlopers, to the great Preju- 
* the Royal Affrican Company, who, with extra- 
iiry Indullry and Expence, have made and mnin- 
ettlements, without any Confideration from 
>{) who, without fuch Settlements and Forts, 
)r foon be under an Incapacity of purfuing 
y jeh private Trade. Wherefore, ’tis to be 
P proper Means will be taken, to root out the 
-n oder of fuch a pernicious Set of People, who 


have all their Lives fupported themfelves by the La* 
hours of other Men. 

Two of thefe Fellows enter’d with Robert's Crew, 
and continu’d with them, till the Deftru&ion of the 
Company. 


A LIST of the White Men, 
who lived on the High Land 
oj Sierraleon, when Roberts 
was there, and the Craft they 

occupy. 


J 


O HN Leadjione , three Boats and Periagoe. 
His Man Tom. 


His M.*n John Brown. 

Alexander Middleton , one Long Boat. 

His Man Charles Hawkins. 

S^ 7 w,l Partners * one Long-Boat, 

Their Man John Vernon. 

David Chatmers , one Long-Boat. 

John Chatmers , one Long-Boat. 

Richard Riclxirdfon , one Long-Boat. 

Norton , . 3 Partners, two Long- Boa ti, and 

Richard Warren , > two fmall Boats. 

Robert Glynn, j 
His Man John Franks . 

William Waits , and one young Man. 

John Bonne i man . 

John England , one Long-Boat. 

Robert Samples, one Long Boat. 

William Prsfgrove, 

Harry , / One Sloop, two Long Boatjt, 

Davis, \ a lmall Boat, and Peria- 

Mitchel, l goe. 

Richard Lamb , J 

With Roquis Rodrigus, a Fortugucfe . 

George Bijhop. 

Peter Brown . 

John Jones, one Long Boat. 

His Irifh young Man. 

At Rio Pungo , Benjamin Gan. 

At Kidham, George Yeats. 

Ac Gallyneas , Richard Lemmons. 


The Harbour is fo convenient for Wooding and 
Watering, that it occafions many of our trading 
Ships, efpecially thofe of Bvijlol , to call in there, with 
large Cargoes of Beer, Cyder, and ilrong Liquors, 
which they exchange with thefe private Traders, for 
Slaves and Teeth, purchafed by them at the Rio Nune's, 
and other Places to the Northward : So that here 
was what they call good Living. 

Hitherto Roberts came about the End of June, 
1721. and had Intelligence that The Swallow, and 
Weymouth , two Men of War, of 50 Guns each, had 
left that River about a Month before, and defign’d 
to return about Chrijlmas ; fo that the Pirates could 
indulge themfelves with all the Satisfaction in the 
World, in that they knew they were not only fecunfc 
whilil there, but that in going down the Coaft, after 
the Men of War, they fhould always be able to get 
fuch Intelligence of their Rendezvous, as would ferve 
to snake their Expedition fafe. So after fix Weeks 
llay, the Ships being clean'd and fitted, and the Men 
weary of whoring and drinking, they bethought 
themfelves of Bufinefs, and went to Sea the Beginning 
of Augufi , taking their Progrefs down the whole Coaft, 
as low as Jaquin, plundering every Ship they met ef 

what 
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what was valuable in her, and fometimes, to be more 
milchievoufly wicked, they would throw what they 
did not want over board, accumulating Cruelty to 
Theft. 

In this Range, they exchanged their old French 
Ship, for. a fine Frigate built Ship, call’d the Onflow, 
belonging to the Royal African Company, Captain 
Gee Commander, which happened to lye at Seflos , to 
get Water and Neceffaries for the Company. A 
great many of Captain Gee's Men were a-fhorc when 
Roberts bore down, and fo the Ship was consequently 
furpriz’d into his Hands, tho’ had they been all on 
Board, it was not likely the Cafe would have been 
otherwife, the Sailors, mod of them, voluntarily 
joining the Pirates, and encouraging the fame Difpo- 
iition in the Soldiers, who were going Paffengers 
with them to Cape-Corfo-C*flle . 1 heir Ears being 

conftantly tickled with the Feats and Gallantry of 
thofe Fellows, made them fancy, that to go, was only 
being bound on a Voyage of Night Errantry, to re- 
lieve the Diftrefs’d, and gather up Fame, andfo they 
likewife offered themfelves ; but here the Pirates were 
at a Stand, they entertained So contemptible a Nor 
tion of Landmen, that they put ’em off with Refu- 
sals for Some Time, till at length being weary’d with 
Solicitations, and pitying a Parcel of flout Fellows, 
who, they Said, were going to ilarve upon a little 
Canky and Plantane, they accepted of them, and al- 
lowed them a-quarter Share, as it was then term’d, 
out of Charity. 

There was a Clergyman on Board the Onflow , fent 
from England , to be Chaplain of Cape-Corfo-Caflle ; 
fome of the Pirates were for keeping him, all edg- 
ing merrily, that their Ship wanted a Chaplain ; ac- 
cordingly they offered him a Share to take on with 
them, promifing that he fhould do nothing for his 
Money, but make Punch, and fay Prayers ; yet, 
however brutifh they might be in other Things, they 
bore fo great a Refpeft to his Order, that they re- 
folved not to force him againil his Inclinations, and 
the Parfon, having no Relifh for this fort of Life, ex- 
cufe himfelf from accepting the Honour they defign- 
ed him ; they were fatisfied, and generous enough to 
deliver him back every Thing he owned to be his : 
The Parfon laid hold of this favourable Difpofition 
of the Pirates, and laid Claim to Several Things be- 
longing to others, which were alfo given up, to his 
great Satisfaction ; in fine, they kept nothing which 
belonged to the Church, except three Prayer-Books, 
and a Bottle-Screw. 

The Pirates kept the Onflow for their own Ufe, 
and gave Captain Gee the French Ship ; and then fell 
to making fuch Alterations as might fit her for a Sea 
Rover ; pulling down her Bulk Heads, and making 
her flufh ; fo that fhe became, in all RefpeCls, as com- 
pleat a Ship for their Purpofe, as any they could have 
found ; they continued to her the Name of the Roy- 
al Fortune, and mounted her with 40 Guns. 

She and the Ranger proceeded (as we faid before) 
to J a quin, and from thence to Old Calabar, where 
they arrived about OBober , in order to clean their 
Ships. This Place was the moil fuitable along the 
whole Coafl ; for there is a Bar with not above 1 $ 
Foot Water upon it, and the Channel intricate ; fo 
that had the Men of War been fure of their being 
harboured here, they might ftill have bid Defiance 
to their Strength ; for the Depth of Water at the 
Bar, as well as the Want of a Pilot, was a fufficient 
Security to the Rover?, and invincible Impediments 
to them. Here therefore they fat eafy, and aivid- 
ed the Fruits of their diflioneft Indufiry, and drank 
and drove Care away . The Pilot, who brought 

them into this Harbour, was Captain L e, wno, 

for this, and other Services, was extreamly well paid. 
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according to the Journal of their own Aoint 
which does not run in the ordinary and coi 101 
Way, 0 i Debtor contra Creditor, but much mor.:on 
cife, lumping it to their Friends, and fo carry i th, 
Debt in their Heads, againfl the next honefifta 
der they meet. 

They took at Calabar Captain Loane , amrwi 
or three Briflol Ships, the Particulars of all jn C ] 
would be an unneceftary Prolixity. We the for 
come now to give an Account of the Ufage tb rc 
ceived from the Natives of this Place. The da 
bar Negroes did not prove fo civil as they exjled 
they refufed to have any Commerce or Trade vitl 
them, when they underftood they were Pirates Ar 
Indication that thefe poor Creatures, in the r rov 
Circumllances they were in, and without the igh 
of the Gofpel, or the Advantage o f an Edm ion 
have, notwithllanding, fuch a moral innate H< :lty 
as would upbraid and fhame the moll knowing hn 
ftian : But this did but exafperate thefe lawle Fd 
lows, and fo a Party of 40 Men were detad to 
force a Correfpondence, or drive the Negri to 
Extremities ; and they accordingly landed und tie 
Fire of their own Cannon. The Negroes di I 
in a Body of 2000 Men, as if they intended dh 
pute the Matter with them, and ilaid till the ate 
advanced within Piftobfhot j but finding the I o, 
two or three made no Impreilion on the n du 
Negroes thought fit to retreat, which they die virf 
fome Loft : The Pirates fet Fire to the Tow an 
then return’d to their Ships. This terrified t Ni 
tives, and put an entire flop to all the Inte urf< 
between them, fo that they could get no St !iq| 
which obliged them,* as foon as they had finiil ’tht 
cleaning and triming of their Ships, to lofe no pie, 
but depart for Cape Lopez, where they water* ad 
at Anna-Bona took a-board a Stock of frefh orf 
fions, and then failed for the Coall again. 

This was their laft and fatal Expedition, uci 
we fhall be the more particular in, becaufe i am 
not be imagined, that they could have had tl Afc 
furance to have undertaken it, but upon a Pr mp* 
tion, that the Men of War, (whom they knev /ere 
upon the Coaft,) were unable to attack them, dfej 
purfuant to the Rumour that had indiferetiona ob 
tained at Sierra lean, were gone thither again 

It is impoffible at this Time, to think theyiulu 
know of the weak and fickly Condition they wun, 
and therefore, we may fuppofe, they found' the 
Succefs of this fecond Attempt upon the Co, d 
the latter Preemption ; and this leems to b 
firmed by their falling in with the Coall as vat 
Cape Labou , (and even that was higher than tl de* 
figned) in the Beginning of January , and tak the 
Ship called the King Solomon , with 20 Men i he:r 
Boat, and a trading Veffel, both belonging the 
Company. The Pirate Ship happened to falbout 
a League to Leeward of the King Solomon , a Jap* 
Appollonia , and the Current and Wind oppofin to 
working up with the Ship, they agreed to fe the 
Long-Boat, with a fufficient Number of M, to 
take her : The Pirates are all Voluntiers on tht Oc* 
cafions, the Word being always given, who 
And prefen tly the ltanch and firm Men offer em* 
felves ; becaufe, by fuch Readinefs, they recorierd 
their Courage, and have an Allowance alfo f a 
Suit of Cloaths, from Head to Foot, out the 
Prize. 

They rowed towards the Kh:g Solomon 3 
great deal of Alacrity, and being hail’d by the onv 
mander of her, anfwer’d, Defiance. Captai r r&‘ 
hern, before this, obferving a great Number 0 vh’ n 
in the Boat, began not to like his Vifitors, ar p^* 
pared to receive them, filing a Mulket as the; ame 
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inder his Stem, which they return’d with a Volley, 
nd made greater Speed to get on board : Upon 
his, he applied to his Men, and aflt’d them whether 
hey would ftand by him, to defend the Ship, it be- 
ig a Shame they Ihould be taken by half their Nrnn- 
er, without any Repulfe ? But his Boatfwain, Phi - 
ps, took upon him to be the Mouth of the People, 
nd put an End to the Difpute ; he faid plainly, he 
ould not fight, laid down his Arms in the King’s 
lame, as he was pleafed to term it, and called out 
> the Boat for Quarters ; fo that the reft, by his 
xample, were milled to the lofing of the Ship. 
When they came on Board, they brought her un- 
ir Sail, by the expeditious Method of cutting her 
able ; Walden , one of the Pirates, telling the Mailer, 
* iat the heaving up the Anchor would be a needlefs 
rouble, when they defigned to burn the Ship. They 
ought her under Commodore Roberts ' s Stern, and 
)t only rifled her of what Sails, Cordage, Cfr. they 
inted for themfelves, but wantonly tHrown’d the 
oods of the Company over-board, .like Spend- 
rifts, that neither expected or defigned any Account. 
On the fame Day alfo they toqk the Fluffing , a 
J utch Ship, robb’d her of Mails, Yards, and Stores, 
d then cut down her Fore-Maft ; but what fat as 
I avily as any Thing with the Skipper , was, their 
ting fome fine Saulages he, had on Board, of his 
1 ife’s making, and Bringing .them * in a ludicrous 
anner round their Necks, till they had fufficiently 
1 :w’d their Contempt of them, and then they threw 
i into the Sea. Others chopp’d the Heads of 
Fowls off, to be dreffed for their Supper, and 
■ meoufly invited the Landlord, provided he would 
• d Liquor. It was a melancholly Requeft to the 
in, but it mult be comply’d with, and he was o- 
ged, as they grew drunk, to fit quietly, and hear 
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fhore, according to the Cuftom of the Place, to re- 
ceive the Cargoes, and return the Slaves ; they being 
oblig’d to watch the Seafons for it, which otherwife, 
in lo dangerous a Sea as this, would be impracti- 
cable. Thefe all, except the Porcupine , ranfom’d 
with him for eight Pound of Gold-Duft a Ship, not 
without the trouble of palling or repalling from the 
Shore, before they could fettle it ; and, notwithftand- 
ing the Agreement and Payment, they took away 
one of the French Ships, tho’ with a Promife to re- 
turn her, if they found Ihe did not fail well, taking 
with them feveral of her Men for that End. 

Some of the Foreigners, who never had Dealing 
this Way before, defired, for Satisfadion to their 
Owners, that they might have Receipts for their Mo- 
ney ; which were accordingly given ; a Copy .of one 
of them We have here fubjoin’d, viz. 

T HIS is to certify whom it may or doth concern , 
that we Gentlemen of Fortune, have receiv- 
ed eight Pounds of Gold-Duji , for the Ranfom of the 
Hardey, Captain Dittwitt Commander ; fo that we 
dif charge the faid Ship. 


Witnefs our Hands , this 
13 th of Jan. 1721-2. 


Batt. Roberts. 
Harry Glalby. 


Others were given to the Portuguefe Captains, 
which were in the fame Form, but being fign’d by 
two waggilh Fellows, viz. Sutton and Simpfon , they 
fubferib’d by the Names of, 

Aar 07 i Whiffdngpin, 
Sim. Tugmutton. 

But there was fomething fo Angularly cruel and 


m fing French and Spanijh Songs out of his Dutch barbarous done hereto the Porcupme, Captain Fletcher , 
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yer-Book, with other Prophanefs, that he (tho 
tch Man) flood amazed at. 

In chafing too near in, they alarmed the Coaft, 
1 Exprelfes were fent to the F7igUfb and Dutch 
ftories, giving an Account of it : They were fen- 
e of this Error immediately, and, becaufe they 
uld make the bell of a bad Market, they rcfolved 
] keep out of Sight of Land, and lofe the Prizes 
ty might expert between that and Whydah , to 
ike the more fure of that Port, where commonly 
i he bell Booty; all Nations trading thither, ef- 
ffiially Portuguefe , who purchafe chiefly with Gold, 
t Idol their Hearts were bent upon. Yet not- 
vhftanding this unlikely Courfc, they met and took 
1 eral Ships between Axim and that Place ; the cir- 
cnilantial Stories of which, and the pannick Ter- 
ts they ilruck into his Majelly’s Subjeds, being 
t ious and unneceflary to relate, I fhail pafs by, and 
’Cne to their Arrival in that Road.' 

They came to lVhydah \\ ith a St. George's En- 
1 1 , a black Silk Flag flying at their Mizzen-Peek, 
a Jack and Pendant of tne fame : The Flag had 
^)eath on it, with an Hour Glafs ia one Hand, and 
( fs Bones in the other, a Dart by it, and under-. 

r th a Heart dropping three Drops of Blood. 

' e Jack had a Man pourtray’d on it, with a fla - 
r ig Sword in his Hand, and Handing on two Skuls, 
f fcribed, A B H and A M H i. e. a Barbadian's 


a Martinican's Head, as has been before taken 
tice of. Here they found eleven Sail in the Road, 
\lijhy French , and Portuguefe ; the French were 
:e llout Ships, of thirty Guns, and upwards of 
■Men each ; yet when Roberts came to Fire, they, 

1 the other Ships, immediately ftruck their Co- 
s and furrendered to his Mercy. One Reafon it 
I be confels'd of his eafy Vidtory, was, that the 
maunders and a good Part of the Men were a- 


as mull not be palled over without fpecial Remark. 

This Ship lay in the Road, almoil flaved, when 
the Pirates came in, and the Commander, being on 
Shore fettling his Accounts, was fent to for the Ran- 
fom, but he excufed it, as having no Orders from 
the Owners ; tho’ the true Reafon might be, that he 
thought it dilhonourable to treat with Robbers ; and 
that the Ship, feparate from the Slaves, towards 
whom he could miflruft no Cruelty, was not worth 
the Sum demanded. Hereupon, Roberts fends the 
Boat to tranfport the Negroes, in order to let her on 
Fire ; but being in hafle, and finding that unlhack- 
ling them would coft much Time and Labour, they 
a finally fet her on Fire, with eighty of thefe poor 
Wretches on Board, chained two and two together, 
under the miferable Choice of perifhing by Fire or 
Water : Thofe who jumped over-board from the 
Flames, were feized by Sharks, a voracious Filh, ve- 
ry common in this Road, and, in their Sight, tore 
Limb from Limb alive. A Cruelty unparalell’d ! And 
for which had every Individual been hanged, few 
could have thought that Juftice had been rigoroufly 
executed. 

The Pirates, indeed, were oblig’d to difpatch 
their Bufinefs here in hafte, becaufe they had inter- 
cepted a Letter from General Phips to Mr. Bald- 
win , the Royal African's Company’s Agent at W by- 
dab, giving an Account, that Roberts had been feen 
to Wmdward of Cape Three Points , that Baldwin 
might the better guard againft the Damages to the 
Company’s Ships, if fhe Ihould arrive at that Road 
before the Swallow Man of War, which he aflured 
him, at the Time of that Letter, was purfuing them 
at that Place. Roberts call’d up his Company, and 
delired they would hear Phips' s Speech, (for fo he 
was pleas’d to call the Letter.) and, notwithllanding 
their vapouring, perfwaded them of the NecefTny 
> D of 


it? 4 A General 

Of moving ; 6 for, fays he, fuch brave Fellows can- 

* not be fuppofed to be frightened at this News* yet, 

* we mull all own, that it were better to avoid dry 

* Blows, which is the belt that can be expefted, if 

* we are over- taken. 

Tills Advice weighed with them, and they got un. 
der Sail, having flay’d only from Fhurfday to Sa- 
turday Night, and at Sea they voted for the Ifland 
of Anna Bona ; but the Winds, hanging out of the 
Way, Groffed their Purpofe, and brought them toCape 
Lofcz, where we fhall leave them for their approach- 
ing Fate, and relate fome further Particulars of his 
Majetty’s Ship the Swallow, viz . where it was Ihe 
had fpent her Time, during the Mifchief that was 
done, and by what Means Ihe was unable to prevent 
it ; what allb was the Intelligence fhe receiv’d, and 
the Mealure thereon formed, that at laft brought two 
iuch Strangers as Mr. Roberts and Capt. Ogle, to 
meet in fo remote a Corner of the World. 

The Swallow and Weymouth left Sierra Icon, May 
28, where, we have already taken Notice, Roberts 
arrived about a Month after, and doubtlefs learn’d 
the Intent of their Voyage, and cleaning on the 
Coall : This made him let down with more Securi- 
ty to his Diverfion, and furnilhed him with fuch In- 
timations, as made his firfl Range down the Coall, 
in Auguft following, more profperous ; the Swallow 
and Weymouth being then at the Port of Princes a 
cleaning. 

Their Stay at Princes was from July 28, to Sept . 
20, 1721, where, by a Fatality, common to the Ir- 
regularities of Seamen, who cannot in fuch Cafes be 
kept under due Rettraints, they buried 100 Men in 
three Weeks Time, and reduced the Remainder of 
the Ships Companies into fo fickly a State, that it 
was with Difficulty they brought them to fail ; and 
this Misfortune was probably the Ruin of Roberts , 
for it prevented the Men of War’s going back to 
Sierraleon , as it was intended, there being a Necef- 
fity of leaving his Majefty’s Ship Weymouth (in 
much the worfe Condition of the two) under the 
Guns of Cape Corfo , to imprefs Men, being unable 
at this Time, either to hand the Sails, or weigh her 
Anchor : Now Roberts , being ignorant of the Occa* 
Aon or Alteration of the firll Defign, fell into the 
Mouth of Danger, when he thought himfelf the 
fartheft from it ; for the Men of War did not endea- 
vour to attain further to Windward, when they came 
from Princes , but to fecure Cape Corfo Road under 
their Lee, they luckily hovered in the Track he had 
took. 

The Swallow and Weymouth fell in with the Con- 
tinent at Cape Appollonia , October 20th and there 
received the ungrateful News from one Captain Bird ; 
a Notice thacawakened and put them on theirGuard; 
bit they were far from expecting any Temerity 
fhouid ever bring him a fecond Time on the Coalt, 
while they were there ; therefore the Swallow ha- 
ving feen the Weymouth into Cape Corfo Road AW. 
10th, (he ply ’d to Windward as far as Baffam , ra- 
ther as an Airing, to recover a fickly Ship’s Com- 
pany, and Ihew herfelf to the Trade, which was found 
every where diflurb’d, than to chafe the Pirate. E- 
very Thing being quict^ they were returning to 
their Conforr, when accidently meeting a Portugv.efe 
Ship, ihe told them, that the Day before, fhe faw 
two Ships chace an English Vefiel into Junk , which 
fhebelicwd mult have fallen into their Hands. On 
this Story, the Swallow dung her Wind, and en- 
deavoured to gain that Place, but receiving foon af- 
ter, viz. October the 14th, a contrary Report from 
Captain Plummer , an intelligent Man, in the Jafon 
of Btiflol , who had come further to Windward, and 
neither faw or heard any Thing of, this ; Ihe turned 
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her Head down the fecond Time, anchored at Caj 
Jppolloma the 23d, at Cap t7res Puntas the 27/1 
and in Corfo Road January the 7th, 1721-2. ' 

They learned that their Conforr the Weyrnout. 
was, by the Alfifiance of fome Soldiers from ti 
Cattle, gone to Windward, to demand Rcilitution - 
fome Goods or Men belonging to the Africa?! Cor. 
pany, that were illegally detained by the Dutch 
Des ■ Minas ; and while they were regretting fo loi 
a Separation, an Exprefs came to General Phi ) 
from Axim, on the 9th, followed by another fro 
Dixcove , an Englifh Faftory, with information th 
three Ships had chafed and taken a Galley nigh Ax, 
Cattle, and a trading Boat belonging to the Compaq 
No doubt was made concerning wiiat they were, 
being taken for granted they were Pirates, and lu 
poled to be the lame that had the Auguft before i 
felled the Coall. The natural Refult therefore, lrc 
thefe two Advices, was, to hatten for Whydah ; 1 
it was concluded the Prizes they had taken, had 
formed them how nigh the Swallow was, and vvii 
al, how much better m Health than Ihe had been 
fome Months paft ; fo chat, unlefs they were v< 
mad indeed, they would, after being difcoveri,! 
make the bell of their Way for Whydah , and feei » 
the Booty there, without which, their Time j J 
Induflry had been entirely loll; moll of the Gill 
lying in that Corner. 

The Swallow weighed from Cape Corfo , Ja 1 
ary the 10th, but was retarded by waiting iomeHo 1 
on the Margcrety a Company’s Ship, at Accra , > 
gain on the Portugal , and a whole Day at Apong, , 
a Perfon they uled to llile Mifs Betty : A Cond \ 
that Mr. Phips blamed, when he heard the Pir; I 
were milled at Whydah , altho’ he had given it as > I 
Opinion, that they could not be patted by, and \ 
timated, that to Hay a few Hours would prove \ 
Prejudice. 

I his, however, hinder’d the Swallow's catch j 
them at Whydah , for the Pirates came into t ? 
Road, with a frelfi Gale of Wind, the fame I ' 
the Swallow was at Apong, and fail’d the 13th f 
January from thence, Ihe arriving the 17111. ; I 

gained Notice of them by a French Shallop fr 1 
Grand Papa , the 14th at Night, and from Li f 
Papa next Morning by a Dutch Ship ; fo that ? ■ 
Man of War was on all Sides, as Hie thought, 1; 
of her Purchafe, particularly when Ihe made : 
Ships, and difeovered three of them to get un r 
Sail immediately at Sight of her, making Signals ) 
one another, as cho’ they defigned a Defence ; t 
thefe were found to be three French Ships, and th- 
at Anchor, PortugueJ'e and Englijh , all hondl Tradi, 
who had been ran lack’d and ranfoireJ. 

This Dilappoimment chagrin’d the Ship’s Cc- 
pany, who were very intent upon their Mark; 
which was reported to be an Arm-Chcil full of Gc, 
and kept with three Keys ; tho’ in all liklihood, U 
they met with them in that open Road, one r 
both would have made their Efcapes ; or if they li 
thought fit to have fought, an Emulation in th r 
Defence would probably have made it defperate. 

While they were contemplating on the Matter! 
Letter was received from Mr. Baldwin , Govern 
here for the Company, fignifying, that the Pins 
were at Jaquin , feven Leagues lower. The 6W* 
low weighed at two next Morning, January fe 
iGth, and get to Jaquin by Day Light, but to ? 
other End, than frightening the Crews of two l 
tnguefe Ships on Shore, wiio took her lor the Pii 
that had lfruck fo much Terror at Whydah: e 
returned therefore that Night, ami having bn 
Lengthened with thirty Voluntiers, Englijh J 
French, the difearding Crews of the Porcupine, J 
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,e French Ship they had carried from hence, fhe 
it to Sea ng.iin January the 19th, conjecturing, 
at either Calabar, Princes , the River Gabone , Cape 
, tez, or Annabona, mult be touched at for Wa- 
r and Refrelhment, tho’ they fhould refolve to 
ive the Coart. As to the former of thofe Places, 

> have before obferved, it was hazardous to think 
' it, or rather impracticable ; Princes had been a 
jr Grape to them, but being the firft in the Way, 

; came before the Harbour the 29th, where learn- 
y no News, without lofing Time, they rteered for 
l River Gabone, and anchored at the Mouth of it 
bruary the lit. 

This River is navigable by two Channels, and 
; an Ifland about five Leagues up, call'd Papa- 
iys or Parrots, where the Dutch Cruizers for this 

* (all generally clean, and where fometijnes Pirates 
, ne in to look for Prey, or to refit, it being very 
uvenient, by Reafon of a foft Mud about it, that 

* nits a Ship- lying on Shore, with all her Guns 
; l Stores in, without Damage. Hither Captain 
ile fent his Boat at d a Lieutenant, who fpoke with 
\ Dutch Ship »-bovc tne ill i.u, from whom he had 
u Account, viz, That he had been four Days 
jm Cipe Lopez, and h d left no Snip there. How- 
< r, they beat up for the Cape, without regard to 

Story, and on the 5th, at Pawning, were fur- 
j ted with the Noife of a Gun, wnich, as the Day 
1 rhtened, they found was from Cape Lopez Bay, 
t ere they difeovered three Ships at Anchor, the 
1 ;eit with the King’s Colours and Pendant flying, 

^ ich was foon after concluded to be Mr. Roberts 
1 his Conforts. The Swallow being to Wind- 
\ d, and unexpectedly deep in the Bay, was o- 
1 ;ed to fleer off, for avoiding a Sand, called the 
i nchmans Bank , which the Pirates obferved for 
{ e Time, and rafhly interpreting it to be Fear in 
) , righted the French Ranger, which was then on 
t Heel, and ordered her to chafe out in all haite, 
t ding feveral of her Sails in the Purfuit. The 
} n of War, finding they had foolifhly millaken 
h Defign, humoured the Deceit, and kept off to 
S, as if lhe had been really afraid, and managed 
b Steerage fo, under the DireCtion of Lieutenant 
S , an experienced Officer, as to let ttoe Rajiger 
c le up with her, when they thought they had got 
fifar as not to have their Guns heard by her Con- 
fer nt the Cape. The Pirates had fuch an Opini- 
c of their own Courage, that they never could 
dim any Body would uie a Stratagem to fpeak with 
tm, and fo were the moie eafily drawn into the 
S re. 

The Pirates now drew nigh enough to fire their 
Crfe Guns ; they hoirted tiie black Flag that was 
vrn in IVhydah Road, and got their Spritfail Yard 
ang-fhips, with intent to board; no one having 
er afleed all this while, what Country Ship they 
t*k the Chafe to be; they would have her to be 
a Portugucfe, Sugar being then a Commodity a- 
mg them, and were fwearing every Minute at 
t Wind or Sails to expedite fo fweet a Chafe ; 
b, alas ! all turned four in an Inftant : It was with 
t utmoil Conilernation they law her fuddenly bring 
{ and haw 1 up her lower Ports, now within Pif- 
\ foot, and they ilruck their black Flag upon it 
o.’Clly. After the frit Surprize was over, they 
kt firing at a Dillancc, hoiiled it again, and va- 
F red with their Cu daffies on the Poop ; tho' wife- 
J endeavouring at the fame Time to get away. Be- 
i row at their Wits End, Boarding was propoled 
l the Herwls of them, and fo to make one defpe- 
r • Parti ; but the Motion not being well feconded, 
a their Main-Top-Mall coming down by a Shot, 
a r wo Hoars firing, it was declined : They 


grew fick, ftruck their Colours, and called but for 
Quarters, having 10 Men killed out right* and 20 
wounded, without the lofs or hurt of one the King's 
Men. The Ranger had 32 Guns, was mann'd with 
1 6 French Men, 10 Negroes, and 77 Englifh. The 
Colours were thrown over board, that they might 
riot rife in Judgment, nor be difplay'd in Tri- 
umph over them. 

While the Swallow was fending their Boat to 
fetch the Prifoners, a Blafl and Smoak was feen to 
pour out of the great Cabin, and they thought they 
were blowing up ; but, upon Enquiry afterwards, 
they found that half a Dozen of the mort defperate, 
when they faw all Hopes fled, had drawn them- 
felves round what Powder they had left in the Steer- 
age, and fired a Piflol into it ; but it was too fmall 
a Quantity to effeCl any Thing, more than burning 
them in a frightful Manner. 

This Ship was commanded by one Skyrme, a 
Welchma who, tho’ he had loll his Leg in the 
AClion, would not fuffer himfelf to be dreffed, or 
carried off the Deck ; but, like Widringtoti, fought 
upon his Stump. The reft appeared gay and brisk, 
moll of them with white Shirts, Watches, and Silk 
Verts ; but the Gold-Duft belonging to them was 
moll of it left in the Little^Ranger in the Bay, this 
Company's proper Ship, with the Royal Fortune . 

I cannot bur take Notice of two, among the 
Crowd of thofe disfigured from the Blafl of Powder 
juft before-mentioned, viz. William Main and Roger 
Ball, An Officer of the Ship feeing a Silver Call 
hang at the Waift of the former, faid to him, / 
prefume you are Boatfwain of this Ship . Then yoit 
prefume wrong, anfwer'd he, for / am Boatfwain 
of the Royal Fortune, Captain Roberts Commander . 
Then Mr. Boatfwain jaar a All be bang'd I believe, 
replies the Officer. That is as your Honour pleafes, 
anfwered he again, and was for turning away ; But 
the Officer deiired to know of him, how the Pow- 
der which had made them in that Condition, came 

to take Fire. By G , fays he, they are all 

mad and bewitch'd, for 1 have loft a good Hat by it 
(the Hat and he being both blown out of the Cabin 
Gallery into the Sea.) But what fignifies aHat Friend t 

fays the Officer. —* Not much, anfwer’d he. The 

Men being bufy in ftripping him of his Shoes and 
Stockings, the Officer enquired further of him, whe- 
ther Roberts's Company were all as likely Fellows 

as thefe. There are 1 20 of them, (anfwer’d he) 

as clever Fellows as ever trod in Shoe Leather : 
Would I were with them. No doubt on t. fays the 

Officer. By G— it is naked Truth anfwered he, 

looking down and feeing himfelf by this time quite 
dripp'd. 

The Officer then approached Roger Ball , who was 
feated in a private Corner, with a Look as fullen as 
Winter, and asked him how he came blown up in that 
frightful Manner. — Why, lays he, John Morris fired 
a PiJlol into the Powder , and if he had not done it 1 
would (bearing his Pain all the while without the leaft 
Complaint.) The Officer gave him to underlland he 
was a Surgeon, and that if he defired it he would drefs 
him ; but he {wore it fhould no: be done, and that if 
any thing was applied to him he would tear it off. Ne- 
vertheleis the Surgeon had good Nature enough to 
drefs him, tho’ with much Trouble. At Night he was 
in a kind of Delirium , and raved on the Braver)* of Ro- 
berts, faying, he fhould ffiortly be reltafed, as foon 2s 
they fhoald meet him. This procured him a lalhing 
down upon the Forecaftle, which he refiiiirg with all 
his Force, it caufed him to be ufed with the more 
Violence, fo that he was tied down with fo much 
Severity, that his Kleih being fore and tender with the 
blowing up, he died next Day of a Mortifica- 
.ripm They 
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They fecured the Pri Toners with Pinions and 
Shackles, but the Ship was fo much difabled in the 
Engagement, that they had once Thoughts to fet her 
on Fire : This however would have given them the 
Trouble of taking the Pirate’s wounded Men on 
board themfelves ; and as they were certain the 
Royal Fortune would wait for her Confort’s Re- 
turn, they lay by her two Days, repaired her Rig- 
ging, and other Damages, and fent her into France 
with the French Men, and four of their own 
Hands. 

On the 9th in the Evening, the Swallow gained 
the Cape again, and faw the Royal Fortune handing 
into the Bay, with the Neptune , Captain Hill, of Lon- 
don : A good Prefage of the next Day’s Succefs; for 
they did not doubt but the Temptation of Liquor 
and Plunder, which they might find in this their 
new Prize, would make the Pyrates very confufed ; 
and fo it happened. 

On the joth in the Morning, the Man of War 
bore away to round the Cape. Roberts'" s Crew, dis- 
cerning their IVIafbs over the Land, went down into 
the Cabin to acquaint him of it, he being then at 
Breakfafl with his new Guelt, Captain Hill, on a 
favory Dilh of Soiomongundy and fome of his own 
Beer. He took no Notice of it, and his Men almoll 
as little, fome faying fhe was a Portuguefe Ship, 
others a French Slave Ship, but the major Part fwore 
it was the French Ranger returning ; and they were 
merrily debating for fome Time, 011 the Manner of 
Reception, as whether they lhould fa lute her or not; 
but as i^Swallow approached nigher. Things ap- 
peared plainer ; and though they were ftigmatized 
with the Name of Cowards, who fhewed any Ap- 
prehenfion of Danger, yet fome of them, now unde- 
ceived, declared it to Roberts , efpecially one Arm- 
ftrong , who had deferted from that Ship, and knew 
her well : Thofe Roberts fwore at as Cowards, who 
meant to difhearten the Men asking them if it were 
fo, whether they were afraid to fight or no ? In lhort, 
he hardly refrained from Blows. What his own Ap- 
prehenfions were, till fhe hawled up her Ports, and 
hoifled her proper Colours, is uncertain ; but then, 
being perfedly convinced he flipped his Cable, got 
under Sail, and ordered his Men to Arms, without 
any Shew of Timidity, dropping a firll Rate Oath, 
that it was a Bite , but, at the fame Time, re- 
folved, like a gallant Rogue, to get clear or die. 

There was one Armflrong, as I juft mentioned, a 
Deferter from the Swallow, whom they enquired of 
concerning the Trim and Sailing of that Ship ; he 
told them fhe fail’d bell upon a Wind, and there- 
fore, if they defigned to leave her, they lhould go 
before it. 

The Danger was imminent, and the Time very 
lhort, to confult of Means to extricate himfelf j his 
Refolution in this Streight, was as follows : To pafs 
clofe to the Swallow, with all their Sails, and re- 
ceive her Broadfide, before they returned a Shot ; if 
difabled by this, or that they could not depend on 
failing, then to run on Shore at the Point, and every 
one to lhift for himfelf among the Negroes ; or fail- 
ing in thefe, to board, and blow up together, for he 
faw that the greateft Part of his Men were drunk, 
palfively couragious, and unfit for Service. 

Roberts himfelf made a gallant Figure, at the Time 
of the Engagement, being drefled in a rich crimfon 
Damafk Waiftcoat and Breeches, a red Feather in his 
Hat, a Gold Chain round his Neck, with a Dia- 
mond Crofs hanging to it, a Sword in his Hand, and 
two Pair- of Piftols hanging at the End of a Silk Sling, 
flung over his Shoulders, according to the Falhion of 
the Pirates. He is faid to have given his Orders with 
Boldnefs and Spirit ; Coming, according to what he 


had purpofed, clofe to the Man of War, he recehl 
her Fire, and then hoiiied his black Flag, and retu 
ed it, fhooting away from her, with all the Sail'; 
could pack ; and had he took Armjlrong' s Advice, > 
have gone before the Wind, he had probably efcap; 
but keeping his Tacks down, cither by the Win? 
fhifting, or ill Steerage, or both, he was taken a-b;> 
with his Sails, and the Swallow came a fecond Ti? 
very nigh to him: He had now, perhaps, finifl) 
the Fight very defperately, if Death, who too 1 
fwift Pafiage in a Grape Shot, had not interpof t 
and firuck him diredly on the Throat. He Tea 1 
himfelf on the Tackles of a Gun ; whichone Stcpl- 
fon, from the Helm, obferving, ran to his Affillar, 
and not perceiving him wounded, fwore at him, ;1 
bid him Hand up, and fight like a Man ; but w.j \ 
he found his Miiiake, and that his Captain was <» 
tainly dead, he gufhed into Tears, and vvilhed 1 
next Shot might be his Portion. They prefei t 
threw him ovei -board, with his Arms and Ornarm s 
on, according to the repeated Requell he made in s 
Life-time. 

Roberts Nvas a tall black Man near forty Year f 
Age born at Ntwey-b«gb , nigh Haverford Pff n 
Pembrokejhire, of good natural Parts, and peri* I 
Bravery, tho’ he applied them to fuch wicked ] • 
pofes as made them of no Commendation, freque y 

drinking D >1 to him who ever lived to we. * 

Halter. He forc’d himfelf at firll among this C 1- 


pany out of the Prince , Captain Plumb , at Ana 
boe, about three Years before, where he ferved a *- 
cond Mate, and Ihed, as he us’d to tell the j b 
Men, as many Crocodile Tears then, as they d 
now, but Time and good Company had wore it r . 
He could not plead Want of Employment, nor 1 i- 
pacity of geting his Bread in an honefl Way, t( 1- 
vour fo vile a Change, nor was he fo much a Co\ d 
as to pretend it ; he frankly own’d, it was to get d 
of the difagreeable Superiority of fome Mailers he ts 
acquainted with, and the love of Novelty d 
Change that maritime Preregrinations had accullc jd 
him to. In an honefl Service, faid he there is m 
Commons , low Pl ages and hard Labour ; in s, 
Plenty and Satiety, Plea Jure and Eafe , Lit d 
and Power , and v:ho would not ballance Creditc p 
this Side, when all the Hazard that is run foi t, 
at worfl, is only a four Look or two at choa> 
No, A merry Life and a lhort one, flail be my . f 
to. 7 Tus lie preach’d himlelf into an Approbrwl 
of what heat firll nbhoned; and, being daily v* 
gal’d with Mufick, Drinking, and the Gaiety “id 
Diverfions of his Companions, thefe depraved 0* 
penfities were quickly edg’d and lengthened, Uf 
extinguilhing of Fear and Confidence. Yet an |g 
all the vile end ignominious Ads he had perpctrc : 
he is faid to have had an Averfion tcwaids ioi 


tho’ he had been 
their Spirits fu 


Men into that Service, and had precured fome 
Difcharge, notwitlillanding fo many made it 
Plea. 

When Roberts was gone, as 
Life and Soul of the Gang, 
many deferted their Quarters, and all ltupidly 
leded any Means for Defer.ce or Efcape ; and -if 
Main-mall foon after being lhot by the Board, ey 
had noWay left, but to furrender and call for Ot- 
ters. The Swallow kept aloof, while her Boat jd- 
fed and repaired for the Prifoners ; becaufe fey 
underilood they were under an Oath to blow ? 1 
and fome of the Defperadoes (hewed a Williwp 
that Way, Matches being lighted, and Scullies ]> 
pening between thofe who woulJ, and thofe 
oppoled it : But we cannot eafily account for a; 
Humour, which can be termed 110 more tip 
falfe Courage, fine e a r.v of them had Power tc«- 
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oy his own Life, either by PiftoJ, or Drowning, J ou Pool, fays Sutton, did you ever heetr of any Pi - 

ithout involving others in the fame Fate, who rates gothing thither ? Give me H //, it's a 

.•re in no Temper of Mind for it: And, at bell, merrier Place: Pll give Roberts a Salute rf 13 
had been only dying for fear of Death. Guns at my Entrance . And when he found fuch 

She had 40 Guns, and 157 Men, 45 whereof were ludicrous Expreffions had no EfFed on him, he made 
tfgroes ; three only were killed in the Adion, a formal Complaint, and requeued that the Officer 
cnout any Lofs to the Swallow. There was found would either remove this Man, or take his Prayer- 
wards of 2000 1 . in Gold-Dull in her. The Flag Book away, as a common Dilturber. 
uld nor be got eafily from under the fallen Mall, A Combination and Confpiracy was formed be- 
.1 therefore was recovered by the Swallow ; it had twixt Moody , Ajh plant , Magnes, Mare , ar.d others, 
i: Figure ofa Skeleton in it, and a Man pourtray’d t0 Lfe, arj d kill the Officeis, and run away with 
:h a darning Sword in his Hand, intimating a De- the Ship. This they had carried on by Means of a 
iice of Death ; but this has been before delcribed. Mulatto Boy, who was allow’d to attend them, and 
The Swallow returned back into Cape Lopez Bay, proved very trulty in hie MelFages between the 
. i found the little Ranger, whom the Pirates had Principals ; but the Evening of that Night they 
e'erted in hafte, for the better Defence of the Ship : were to have made this Struggle, two of trie Priio- 
t: had been plundered, according to wnat we have ners that fr.t next to Ajhplant, heard the Boy whifper 
j-n’d, of 2000 1 . in Gold-Dnil, (the Shares of them upon the Project, and name to him me Hour 
t ie Pirates who belonged to her) and Captain Hill, they fhould be ready ; upon which, they piefently 

i :he Neptune, was not unjuilly fufpeded ; for he gave Notice of it to the Captain, which put the 
\ uld not wait the Man of War's returning into ^ip in an Alarm for a little Time; and, on Ex* 
t Bay again, but fail'd away immediately, making animation, they found that leveral of them had made 
r Scruple afterwards to own tne Seizure of other Shift to break ofF, or lofe, their Shackles ; but all 
C ods out of her, and furrendering, as a Conhrma- this tended only to procure to themfeives worl’e 
Li of all, 40 Ounces at Barbadoes. To fum up Ufage and Confinement. 

t whole, if it be confidercd, frit, that the fickly in the fame Palluge to Cape Corfo, the Prize, 

$ e of the Men of War, when they fail'd from Royal Fo/tuue, was in the fame Danger. She was 
f ices was the Misfortune that hindered their be- left at the IfLnd of St. Thomas's, in me PolFeffijn 

ii as far as Sierralcon , and confequently out of of an Officer, and a few Men, to take in fome freffi 

d Track the Pirates then took : That thole Pirates, Provifions, (which were fcarce at Cape Corf,) with 

d dly contrary to their Defign in the fecond Expe- Orders to follow the Ship. Tnerc were only fome 
d in, fhould get above Cape Corfo, and that nigh of the Pirates Negroes, tnree or four wounded Pri- 
ji 71 a Chace fhould offer, that inevitably mult oil- foners, and Scudamore their Surgeon ; from whom 
ct r them, and be fuon communicated to the Men they feemed to be under no Apprehenfion, eipeci- 
CiVar: That the fatiating their evil and malici- ally from the l.iil, who ni ght have hoped for Fa- 
Oi Tempers at llhydah, in burning the Porcupine, voar on Account of his Employ, ar.d had Hood fo 
az running off with the French Ship, had much indebted for his Liberty, eating and drinking 

If gthened the Swallow whth 30 Men: That the conftantly with the Officer; yet tais Feliow, regard^ 

S' How fhould mil’s tnem in that Road, where pro- kfs of cue Favour, and loll to all Senfe of Reffir- 
b iy flie had not, or at leak had not lo effectually, m.itian, endeavoured to bring over the Negroes to 
ol inea her End : That they ihould be fo far in- his Delign of murdering the People, and running 
fatted at Cape Lopez, as to divide their Strength, away with the Ship. He eafily prevailed witn ti e 
w :h, when colleded, might have been fo furmid- Negroes to come into the Delign ; but when he 
sb : And laflly, that the Conqueil ihould be with- came to communicate it to his Fellow Prifoners, and 
or Bloodfhed : I fay, confidenng all thefe Circum- would have drawn them into the lame Meafures, by 
fees, it thews that the ILnd of Providence was telling them, he underflood Navigation, that the 
coerned in tneir Dcitrudlion. Negroes were ilout Fellows, and, by a Smattering 

s to the Behaviour alter they were taken, it was he hud in the Angela n Language, he had found 
0 d that they had great Inclinations to rebel, if them willing to undertake fuch an Lnterprize ; and 
ch could have laid hold of an Opportunity : For that it was better venturing to do this, run down 
were very imeafy under Rcilramt, having been the Coaft and raife a new Company, than to proceed 
iat / all Commanders themfeives ; nor could they to Cape Corfo , and be hungeu Eke Dogs, and Sun- 
br k their Diet or Quarters, without curfmg and dry’d : One of them abhormg tne Cruelty, or feat- 
uring and upbraiding each offier, with the Folly ing the Succefs, difcovereii it to the Officer, who 
thr had brought tnern to it. made him immediately a Prifoner, and brought the 

1 that to lecure themfeives againfl any mad de- Ship fafe. 
pete Undertaking of theirs, the Crew of the Swal- When they came to be lodged in Cape Corfo-Caf- 
'^Hrongly buiricado’J the Gun Room, and made tie, their Hopes of this kind were all cut off, and 
*r,ner Puffin before 1:5 an Officer, with Piilols they were allured they mull there foon receive a H- 
nJCittlaffies, doing Duty, Night and Day, and the nal Sentence: The Note was now dunged among 
i'nners within being manacled and Buckled. moll of them, and, from vain infolent jetting, they 

tey wo^ld yet in thefe Circumllances be impu- became ferious and devout, begging for good Books, 
kiy merry, faying, when they viewed their I\ a- and joining in pebliek Prayers, and linging of Pfalms, 
e ds. That they had not left them a Halfpenny, twice at lealt every Day. 

0 Vt ' old Charon, to ferry them over Styx: And As to their Tryals, if we Ihould give them at 
tt eir thin Commons, they would obferxe, that length, it might appear tedious to the Reader, for 
X fell away fo fall, that they fhould no have which Realun, we have, for the avoiding Tauto- 
r ,ht left to lung them. Sutton ufed to be very logy and Repitition, put as many of them together 
iane ; he happening to be in the fame Irons as were try ’d for the fame Fad, referring the Cir- 
X another Ptiioner, who was more ferious than cumllances which are moll material, with Obfer- 
>ri ary, and read and pray’d often, as became his rations on the dying Behaviour of iuch of them as 
-cjuioii; this Man Sutton ufed to fwear at, ar.d came to our Know ledge. 

L :m, what he propofed by fuch Noife and De- And firft, it may be obferved, that a great Part 
X.? Heaven, lays the other, 1 hope. Heaven . of thefe Pirate Ships Crews, were Men entered on 
5 J 3 L tne 
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the Coad of Africa , not many Months before they 
were taken ; from whence it may be concluded, 
that the pretended Condraint of Roberts on them, 
was very often a Complorment between Parties e- 
qnally willing: And this Roberts feveral Times 
openly dechued, particularly to the Onflow's Peo- 
ple, whom he called aft, and r.fiCd them who was 
billing to go , for be would force no Body? This 
was tiepofed, by' fome • t his belt Hands, after Ac- 
qisital ; nor is it realbnable to think he fhould re- 
jcT Lifi Voluntier, only from a Pique againlt Ken- 
nedy, and force others, that might hazard, and, in 
Time, dellroy his Government: But their Behavi - 
our foon pat hi n out of this Fear, and convinc’d 
him, that the Plea of Force was the only belt Ar- 
► tihee they had no fheiter themfelves under, in Cafe 
they Ihoulu be taken ; and that they were lels Rogues 
than others only in Point of Time. 

It may likewife be taken notice of, that the 
Country, wherein they happened to be tried, is, a- 
mong other Happineftes, exempted from Lawyers, 
and Law-Books ; fo that the Office of Regifter, of 
nccefaty, fell on one not verfed in thofe Affairs ; 
which might juflify the Court in want of Form, 
more effentially fupply’d with Integrity and Impar- 
tiality. 

But, perhaps if there was lefs Law, there might 
be more Juliice, than in fome other Courts ; for, 
if the civil Law be a Law of univerfal Reafon, judg 
ing of the Re&itude or Obliquity of Mens Actions, 
every Man of common Senfe is endued with a Por- 
tion of it, at lead fufficient to make him diftinguifh 
Right from Wrong, or what the Civilians call. Ma- 
lum in fe. 

Therefore, here, if two Perfons were equally guil- 
ty of the fame Fad, there was no conviding one, 
and bringing the other off by any Quirk, or Turn 
of Law ; for they form’d their Judgments upon 
the Conilraint, or Willingnefs, the Aim, and In- 
tention of the Parties, and all other Circumftances, 
which make a material Difference. Behdes, in 
Crimes of this Nature, Men bred up to the Sea 
jrmft be more knowing, and much abler than others 
more learned in the Law ; for, before a Man can 
nave a right Idea of a Thing, he mull know the 
Terms Handing for that Thing : The Sea Terms 
being a Language by it fclf, which no Lawyer can 
be luppofed to underdand ; he mud therefore of 
Confequence want that diferiminating Faculty, which 
ihould dired him to judge right of the Fads meant 
by thofe Terms. 

The Court well knew, it was not poffible to get 
the Evidence of every Sufferer by this Crew, and 


therefore, firft of all, confidered how the Deficiei 
Ihould be fupplied ; whether or no they could p. 
don one John Dennis, who had early offered hi. 
felf as King’s Evidence, and was the bed read in th,r 
Lives and Conventions : Here indeed, they w; 
at a Lofs for Law, and concluded in the Negati 
becaufe it looked like compounding w*ith a Man > 
fwear falfly, lodng by it thofe great Helps he col 
have afforded. 

Another great Difficulty in their Proceedings, 
how to underdand thofe Words in the A& of I ! 
liament, of, particularly Specifying in the Cbai 
the Circurn (lances of Time, Place , t?fc. i. e. fo ) 
underdand them, as to be able to hold a Court ; t 
if they had been indidted on particular Robberies, 3 
Evidence had happened moltly from the Royal 3 
frican Company’s Ships, on which thefe Gentlei 1 
of Cape Corfo-Caftle were not qualified to fit, t r 
Oath running, That they have no Inter eft, dirt) 
or indirectly, in the Ship or Goods, for the Robber f 
which the Party jlands accufcd: And this ty 
thought they had, Commiffions being paid then n 
fuch Goods : And on the other Side, if they v e 
incapacitated, no Court could be formed, the C J 
million abfolutely requiring three of them by Na 

To reconcile all Things, therefore, the Cour 
folved, to bottom the whole of their Proceedings n 
the Swallow's Depofitions, which were clear d 
plain, and had the Circumdance of Time w L 
Place where. Manner how, and the like, partial! 
ly fpecified, according to the Statute in that e 
made and provided. But this admitted only a g '• 
ral Intimation of Robbery in the Indiftment, tl 
fore, to approve their Clemency , (it looking Arb t- 
ry on the Lives of Men, to lump them to the I- 
lows, in fuch a fummary Way as mud have ji 
done, had they folely adhered to the Swall *$ 
Charge) they refolved to come to particular Try , 

Secondly, That the Prifoners might not be ?* 
rant whereon to anfwer , and fo have all fair fl 
vantages to excufe and defend themfelves, the C rt 
farther agreed, with Judice and Equanimity, to ir 
any Evidence that could be brought, to weak* )r 
corroborate the three Circurn dances that com at 
a Pirate: fird, being a Voluntier amongd thei at 
the Beginning ; fecondly, being a Voluntier at le 
taking or robbing of any Ship ; or ladly, volunt iy 
accepting a Share in the Booty of thofe that did ; r, 
by a Parity of Reafon, where thefe Actions werof 
their own difpofmg, and yet committed by the: it 
mud be believed their Hearts and Hands joined > 
gether, in what they a&ed againd his Majedy’s ip 
the Swallow . 
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7 he Trials of the Pirates, 

n alien by His Majejlfs Ship the Swallow, begun at 
Cape Corfo-Caftle, on the Coajl of Africa, March 
the 28 th 7 1722. 


r H E Commiflion impowered any Three na- 
med therein, to call to their Affifiance fuch a 
Number of qualified Perfons, as might make 
W i Court always confift of Seven : And accordingly, 
mmofis were figned to Lieut. Jo. Barnjley , Lieut. 

. Fanfhaw, Capt. Samuel Hartfeafe , and Capt. 
I 'Ui am Menzies , <viz. 

n Y Virtue of a Power and Authority unto us 
■ |J given, by a Commiflion from the King, un- 
f ler the Seal of Admiralty, You are hereby requi- 
ed to attend and make one of the Court, for the 
I rying and adjudging of the Pirates, lately taken 
f >n this Coafi, by his Majefiy’s Ship the Swal- 

OW. 

Given under our Hands this aSth of March , 

1 1722, at Cape Corfo-Cafle. 

Mungo Heardman , Francis Boye, 

Janies Phips , Edward Hyde 

Henry Dodfon , 

The Commiflioners being met in the Hall of the 

I dle, the Commiflion was firfi read ; after which, 
jPrefident, and then the other Members, took the 
ith prefcribed in the Ai t of Parliament, and having 
e&ed the Form of that for WitneiTes, as follows, 
I j Court was opened. 

A. B. do folemnly promife and five a r on the Holy 
Evangelijls, to bear true and faithful Mitnefs , bc- 
teen the King and Prifoner, or Pr if oners, in Rela- 
n to the Fafi, or Fads , of Piracy and Robbery, he 
I they do now ftand accufed of. 

So help me God. 
The Court confided of 
Captain Mungo Heardman , Prefident. 
mes Phips Efq\ General Mr. Edward Hyde, Secre • 
of the Coafl. tary to the Company, 

'r. H. Dodfon, ? „ Lieut . John Barnflev, 

>. F. Boye, S Mer ' Lieut. Ch. Fanfhaw/ 

There were 78 Prifoners, out of the Pirate Ship 
mger, having been commanded before them, the 
targe, or Indictment, was exhibited. 

DU, James Shyrm , Michael Lemmon, Robert Hart - 
ley , &c. 

Y E, and every one of you, are, in the Name, 
and by the Authority, of our dread Sovereign 
Lord George, King of Great Britain, indicted as 
(follows : 


4 Forafmuch as, in open Contempt of the Laws of 
4 your Country, ye have all of you been wickedly 
4 united, and articled together, for the Annoyance 
4 and Difiurbanceof his Majefiy’s trading Subje^v by 
4 Sea. And have, in Conformity to the molt evil 
4 and mifehievous Intentions, been twice down the 
4 Coafi of Africa, with two Ships ; once in the Be- 
4 ginning of AuguJ} , and a fecond Time, in January 

* lail, finking, burning, or robbing fuch Ships, and 
4 Veflels, as then happened in your Way. 

4 Particularly, ye Hand charged at the In fiance, 
4 and Information, of Captain Chaloner Ogle, as 

* Traytors and Pirates, for the unlawful Oppofition 
4 ye made to his Majefiy’s Ship, the Swallow, under 
4 'his Command. 

‘ For that on the 5 th of February lafl pafi, upon 
4 Sight of the aforefaid King’s Ship, ye d:d 
4 diately weigh Anchor from under Cape Lopez, on 
4 the Southern Coafi of Africa, in a French built Ship, 
4 of 32 Guns, called the Ranger, and did purfue .mi 
4 chafe the aforefaid King’s Ship, with fuch DYparch 
4 and Precipitancy, as declared ye common AobLers 
4 and Pirates. 

4 That about Ten of the Clock the fame Morning, 
4 drawing within Gun-fhot of his Maj.itv’s afore - 
4 faid Ship the Swallow, ye hoilled a piratical blade 
4 Flag, and fired l'everal chafe Guns, to deitr, r.s 
4 much as ye were able, his Majefiy’s Servants from 
4 their Duty. 

4 That an Hour after this, being very nigh to 
4 the aforefaid King’s Ship, ye did audacioufiy con- 
4 tinue in a hoftile Defence and A flault, for about 
4 two Hours more, in open Violation of the Laws, 

4 and in Defiance to the King’s Colours and Com- 
4 miflion. 

4 And lafily, that in the afting, and compafilnr of 
4 all this, ye were all, and every one of you, in a 
4 wicked Combination, voluntarily to exert, and ac- 
4 tually did, in your feveral Stations, ufe your ut- 
4 moll Endeavours to difirefs the faid King’s Snip, 
4 and murder his Majefiy’s good Subjeds. 

To which they feverally pleaded. Not Guilty. 

Then the Court called for the Officers of the 
Swallow , Mr. Ifaac Sun , Lieutenant, Ralph Bald- 
rick , Boatfwain, Da?iiel Macklanglin, Mate, defir- 
ing them to view the Prifoners, and fry whether 
they knew them ? And requiring them to give an Ac- 
couc in what Manner they had attack’d and fought 
the King's Ship ; and they agreed fojlows. 


That 
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That they had viewed all the Prifoners, as they 
flood now before the Court, and were affured they 
were the fame taken out of one, or other, of the 
Pyrate Ships, Royal Fortune or Ranger ; but ve- 
rily believe them to be taken out of the Ranger . 

That they did in the King’s Ship, at break of 
Day, on Monday , the 5th of February , 1721-2. dif- 
cover three Ships at Anchor, under Cape Lopez , on 
the Southern Coafl of Africa ; the Cape bearing 
then W.S.W. about three Leagues^ and perceiv- 
ing one of them to have a Pendant flying, and hav- 
ing heard their Morning-Gun before, they imme- 
diately fufpe&ed them to be Roberts the Pyrate, 
his Confort, and a French Ship, which they knew 
had been lately carried out of IVhydah Road. 

The King’s Ship was oblig’d to hawl off N.W. 
and W.N.W. to avoid a Sand called the French 
Man's Bank , the Wind then at S.S.E and found, 
in half an Hour’s time, one of the three had got 
under Sail from the Careen, and was bending her 
Sails, in a Chace towards them. To encourage this 
Rafhnefs and Precipitancy, they kept away before 
the Wind, as tho’ afraid ; but with their Tacks on 
Board, their Main-Yard braced, and making at the 
fame Time, very bad Steerage. 

About half an Honr after Ten, in the Morning, 
the Pyrates Ship came within Gun-fhot, and fired 
four Chace Guns, hoifled a black Flag at the Miz- 
zen -Peek, and got their Sprit-fail Yard under their 
Bowfprit, for boarding. In half an Hour more, 
approaching ftill nigher, they ftarboarded their 
Helm, and gave her a broadfide, the Pyrate bring- 
ing to, and returning the fame. 

After this, the Deponents fay, their Fire grew 
flack for fome Time, becaufe the Pyrate was fhot fo 
far a Head on the Weather-Bow, that few of their 
Guns could point to her ; yet in this Interval their 
black Flag was either (hot away, or hawled down 
a little Space, and hoifled again. 

At length, by their ill Steerage, and the Favour 
of the Wind, they came near a fecond Time j and 
about Two in the Afternoon fhot away their Main- 
Topmafl. 

The Colours they fought under, befides a black- 
Flag, were a red Englijb Enfign, a King’s Jack, 
and a Dutch Pendant, which they flruck, at, ora- 
bout, Three in the Afternoon, and called for Quar- 
ters ; it proving to be a French built Ship of 32 
Guns, called the Ranger , 

Ifaac Sun , 

Ralph Baldric k, 
Daniel Macklauglin. 

When the Evidence had been heard, the Prifo- 
ners were called upon to anfwer, how they came on 
jBoard this Pyrate Ship ; and their Reafon for fo 
audacious a Reiiflance, as had been made againfl 
the King’s Ship was alfo demanded. 

To this, each, in his Reply, owned bimfelf to 
be one of thofe taken out of the Ranger ; that he 
had figned their pyratical Articles, and Jhared in 
their Plunder, fome few only accepted, who had 
been there too fhort a Time. But that neither in 
this figning, or fharing, nor in the Refiflance that 
had been made againfl: his Majefly’s Ship, had they 
been Voluntiers, but had atted in thefe feveral 
Parts, from a Terror of Death ; which by a Law a- 
mongfl them, was to be the Portion of thefe who 
refuled. The Court then ask’d who made thofe 
Laws ? How thofe Guns came to be fired? Or why 
they had not deferted their Stations, and mutiny’d, 
when fo fair a Profpeft of Redemption offered ? 
They replied ftill, with the fame Anfwers, and 
could extenuate their Crimes with no other Plea, than 


being forced Men. Wherefore the Court were 0 
Opinion, that the Indictment, as it chaiged ci.cn 
with an unlawful Attack and Refiflance of tne King’ 
Ship, was fuflkiently proved ; but then, it being uu. 
deniably evident, that many of thefe Prifoners ha 
been forced, and fome of them of very fhort ita tiding 
they did, on mature Deliberation, come to this nicr 
ciful Refolution. 

That they would hear further Evidence for, 0 
againfl, eaeh Perfon fmgly, in Relation to thoi 
Parts of the Indiftment, which declared them Vo 
luntiers, or charged them with aiding and afliftinr I 
at the burning, linking, or robbing of other Ships 
for if they aded, or aftifled, in any Robberies c 
Devaluations, it would be a Convidion they wer 
Voluntiers ; here fuch Evidence, though it migl 
want the Form, ftill carried the Reafon of flic Lai 
with it. 

The Charge was exhibited alfo againfl 86 Prifoner 
taken out of the Royal Fortune. 

You, Harry Glajby , IVilliam Dawfcn, D'illia 
Cbampnies, Samuel Marine if Sc c. 

* T 7 E, and every one of you, are, in the Nam 

* JL and by the Authority, of our dread Soverefl 

* Lord George , King of Great Britain , indided 

* follows : 

* Forafmuch as, in open Contempt and Violatic 
‘ of the Laws of your Country, to which ye ought 
1 have been fubjed, ye have all of you been wicked 

* united, and articled together, for the Annoyan 

‘ and Difturbance of his Majefly’s trading Subjects l| 

‘ Sea. And in Conformity to fo wicked an Agrc 
‘ ment and Affociation, ye have been twice late 

* down this Coafl of Africa , once in Auguft , and a 
‘ cond Time in January laft, fpoiling and deftroyi 
‘ many Goods and VefleJs of his Majefty’s Subje£ 

* and other trading Nations. 

‘ Particularly, je ftand indided at the Informati 

* and Inftance of Captain Cha loner Ogle , as Tra 

* tors, Robbers, Pirates, and common Enemies 

* Mankind. 

‘ For that on the 10th of February laft, in a Sh 

* ye were poffefs’d of called the Royal Fortune , 

* 40 Guns, ye did maintain a hoLile Defence a 
‘ Refiflance for fome Hours, againfl his Majefly’s SI 

* the Swallow, nigh Cape Lopez Bay, on the Sout 
‘ ern Coafl of Africa. 

* That this Fight and infolent Refiflance agaii 

* the King’s Ship, was made, not only without a 
‘ Pretence of Authority, more than that of your oi 

* private depraved Wills, but was done alfo undei 
‘ black Flag, flagrantly by that, denoting yourfeh 
‘ common Robbers and Traytors, Oppofers and Vi 
‘ lators of the Laws. 

‘ Andlaflly, that in this Refiflance, ye were all 
‘ you Voluntiers, and did, as fuch, contributeyo 
c utmoft Efforts, for difabling and diftrefting the 
c forefaid King’s Ship, arid deterring his Majeft) 

‘ Servants therein from their Duty. 

To which they feverally pleaded, Not Guilty. 

Whereupon the Officers of his Majefly’s Shi 
the Swallow were called again, and teftified as fl I 
lows. 

That they had feen all the Prifoners now befc 
the Court, and knew them to be the fame'whi 
were taken out of one or other of the Pirate Sliif 
Royal Fortune or Ranger , and verily believed them 
be thofe taken out of the Royal Fortune. 

That th^ Prifoners were poffefs’d of a Ship of. 
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Guns, called the Royal Fortune , and were at an An- 
chor under Cape Lopez, on the Coafl of Africa , with 
two others, when his Majdty's Ship the Swallow, 
(to which the Deponents belong’d, and were Officers) 
liood in for the Place, on Saturday the ioth of Fe- 
bruary, 1721-2. The largdl had a Jack, Enfign and 
Pendant flying, being this Royal Fortune , who, on 
Sight of them,- had their Boats palling and repaying, 
from the other two, much they fuppofed to be with 
Men : The Wind not favouring the aforefaid King’s 
Snip, ffie was oblig’d to make two Trips to gain 
nigh enough the Windy to fetch in with the Pirates ; 
and ; and being at length little more than random 
Shot frem them* they found Ihe flipped her Cable, 
and got under Sail. 

At Eleven the Pirate was within Piftol-Shot, a 
Bread of them, with a black Flag, and Pendant 
hoifted at their Main-topmaft Head. The Deponents 
fay, they then ftruck the French Enfign, that had con- 
;inued hoified at their Staff* all the Morning till then, 
md difplay’d the King’s Colours ; giving her, at 
;he fame Time, their Broadfide, which was imme- 
liately return’d. 

The Pirates Mizzen-topmaft fell, and fome of her 
digging was torn, yet fhe dill out failed the Man of 
Var, and Aid half Gun-Shot from them, while they 
ontinued to fire without Intermiflion, and the o- 
her to return fuch Guns as could be brought to bear, 
ill, by favour of the Winds, they were advanced 
•ery nigh again ; and, after exchanging a few more 
)hot, about half an Hour pad one, his Main-Mad 
ame down, having received a Shot a little below the 
’arrel. 

At Two fhe druck her Colours, and called for 
Quarters, proving to be a Ship formerly called the 
inflow, but by them, the Royal Fortune ; and the 
’rifoners from her allured them, that the.fmalled 
.hip of the two, then remaining in the Road, be- 
ang’d to them, by the Name of the Little Ranger , 
v'hicli they had defer ted on this Occafion. 

Ifaac Sun, 

Ralph Baldric k, 

Daniel Macklauglin . 

The Prifoners were ask’d leveral Quedions by the 
Jourt, to the fame purpofe with thofeput to the others 
n the Morning, as, What Exception they had to make 
igaind what had been fworn ? And what they had 
:o fay in their Defence ? And their Replies were 
nuch the fame with the other Prifoners ? that they 
vere forced Men, had not fired a Gun in this Re- 
iftance againfl the Swallow ; and that what little 
\ffiftance they did give on this Occafion, was to the 
Sails and Rigging, to comply with the arbitrary 
Commands of Roberts, who had threatened, and 
:hey were perfwaded would, have fhot them on 
Refufal 

The Court, to difpenfe equal Judice, mercifully 
refolved for thefe, as they had done for the other Py- 
rate Crew ; that further Evidence fhould be .heard 
igaind each Man fingly, to the two Points, of being 
x Voluntier at fird, and to their particular Act s of 
Pyracy and Robbery fince : That fo Men, who had 
aeen lately received amongft them, and as yet had 
lot been at the taking, or plundering, of any Ship, 
.night have the Opportunity and Benefit of clearing 
:heir Innocence, and not fall promifeuoufly with the 
Guilty. 

By Order of the Court,, 

John Atkins, Register. 

I Min. Magnes, Tho . Oughterlauney, Min. Main, 
dm. Mackintofb, Val. Afoplant, John Walden, If 
rad Fluid, Marcus John f on, Min. Petty , Min. Fer ♦ 
5 * 


non, Abraham > Harper, Min. I Food, Tho. How 
John Stephenjon , Cb. Bund, and John Or i fin. 

, Againfl thefe it was depofed by Captain Jofeph 
Trahern, and George Fenn his Mate that they were 
all of them, either at the attacking, and taking of the 
Ship King Solomon, or afterwards at the robbing and 
plundering of her, and in this Manner 

That on the 6th of January lad, their Ship riding 
at Anchor near Cape Appollonia in Africa, they diu 
covered a Boat rowing towards them, againft Wind 
and Stream, from a Ship that lay about°three Miles 
to Leeward : They judged from the Number of Men 
in her, as fhe nearer advanced, that fhe was a Pirate 
and made fome Preparations for receiving her ; be- 
lieving, on a nigher View, they would think fit to 
withdraw from an Attack, that mult be on their Side 
with great Difaovantage in an open Boat, and againd 
double the Number of Men , yet by the Ralhnefs 
and the Pufillanimity of his own People (who laid 
down their Arms, and immediately called for Quar- 
ter) the Ship was taken, and afterwards robbed by 
them. 

P refident . Can you charge your Memory with any 
Particulars in the Seizure and Robbery ? 

Evidence . We know that Magnes, Quarter- Mailer 
of the Pyrate Ship, commanded the Men in this 
Boat that took us, and afTumed the Authority of or- 
dering her Provifions and Stores out, which being of 
different kinds, we foon found were feized and Pent 
away under more particular Directions ; for Main, 
as Boatfwain of the Pyrate Ship, carried away two 
Cables, and feveral Coils of Rope, as what belong- 
ed to his Province, beating fome of our own Men 
for not being brisk enough at working in the Rob- 
bery. Petty, as Sail-maker, faw to the Sails and 
Canvas ; Harper, as Cooper, to the Cask and Tools ; 
Griffin, to the Carpenter’s Stores; and Oughterlau- 
ney, as Pilot, having fhifted himlelf with a Suit of 
my Cloathes, a new tie Wig, and called for a Bottle 
of Wine, ordered the Ship, very arrogantly, to be 
fleer’d under Commodore Roberts's Stern, which f 
lufpofed was to know what Orders there were con- 
cerning her. So far particularly. In the general, Sir, 
they were very outragious and emulous in Milchief. 

P refident. Mr Caftel , acquaint the Court of what 
you know in Relation to this Robbery of the King 
Solomon ; in particular, after what Manner thePyrate- 
Boat was difpatch’d for this Attempt. 

Tho. Caficl . I was a Prifoner, Sir, with the Pi- 
rates, when their Boat was ordered upon that Ser- 
vice, and found, upon a Resolution of going. Word 
was paffed through the Company, Who would go > 
And I faw all that did, did it voluntarily ; there be- 
ing no Compulfion, but rather a preffmg who fhould 
be foremolL 

The Prifoners yielded to what had been fworn a- 
bout the Attack and Robbery, but denied the latter 
Evidence, faying, Roberts heClor’d and upbraided 
them with Cowardice on this very Occafion ; and 
told fome, they were very ready to llep on board of 
a Prize when within Command of the Ship, but now 
there feem’d to be a Trial of their Valour, they were 
backward and fearful. 

P ref dent. So that Roberts forced ye upon this 
Attack. 

Prifoners . Roberts commanded us into the Boat, 
and the Quarter-Mailer to rob the Ship ; neither of 
whole Commands we dared to have refufed. 

P refident. And granting it fo, thofe are Hill your 
own A6ts, lince done by Orders from Officers of your 
own Election. Whv would Men, honeftly difpofed, 
give their Votes for lucli a Captain and fuch a Quar^ 
5 P iei 
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ter- Mailer, as were every Day commanding them on 
dittattfu! Services ? 

Here fucceeded a Silence among the Prifoners ; 
bat at length Fernon very honeftly own’d, that he 
rl : d not give his Vote to Magnes, but to David 
Sympfon? (the old Quarter-Mailer,) for in Truth , 
f.ys he, I took Magnes for too honeft a Man , and 
unfit for the Bufinejs . 

The Evidence was plain and home, and the Court, 
without any Heiitation, brought them in Guilty. 

W illiam Church , Phil. Haak , fames White, 
Nich. Brattle , Hugh Riddle , William Thomas , 
C 1 nomas Roberts , Jo. Richards , Jo. Cane , /?. Wood, 
R. Scot , Wm . Davijon , »SW. Momvell, Edward E- 
vans, Wm. Guineys , and 18 French Men. 

The four firft of thefe Prifoners, it was evident to 
the Court, ferved as Mufick on board the Pirate, 
were forced lately from the feveral Merchant Ships 
they belonged to ; and that they had, during this 
Confinement, an uneafy Life of it, having fome- 
times their Fiddles, and often their Heads broke, 
only for excufing themfelves, or faying they were 
tired, when any Fellow took it in his Head to de- 
mand a Tune. 

The other Englijh had been a very few Days on 
board the Pirate, only from Whydah to Cape Lopez; 
and no Capture or Robbery done by them in that 
Time. And the French Men were brought with a 
Defign to reconduft their own Ship, or the Little 
Ranger in exchange, to Whydah Road again, and 
were ufed like Priloners ; neither quarter’d, nor fuf- 
fered to carry Arms. So that the Court immedi- 
ately acquiefced in acquitting them. 

T il O. Sutton , David Sympfon , Chrifio. Moody , 
Phil. Bill, R. Hardy , Hen. Dennis , David 
Rice , Wm. Williams , R. Harris , Geo. Smithy Ed. 
Watts, Jo. Mitchell , and James Barrow. 

The Evidence againft thefe Prifoners, were Geret 
de Haen , Mailer of the Flujbingham , taken nigh 
Axim, about the Beginning of January lafh 

Benj. Kreft Mailer, and James Groet Mate of the 
Gertruycht , taken nigh Gabone in December Iaft, and 
Mr. Cafiel, Wingfield, and others, that had been 
Prifoners with the Pirates. 

The former depofed, that all thefe Prifoners (ex- 
cepting Hardy) were on board at the Robbery and 
Plunder of their Ships, behaving in a vile outragi- 
ous Manner, putting them in bodily Fears, fome- 
times for the Ship, and fometimes for themfelves ; 
and in particular, Kreft charged it on Sutton , that 
he had ordered all their Gunner’s Stores out ; on 
which the Prifoner prefen'tly interrupted, and faid, 
he was perjured, That he had not taken Half. A Re- 
ply, 1 believe, not defign’d as any faucy Way of 
jelling, but to give their Behaviour an Appearance of 
more Humanity than the Dutch would allow. 

From Mr. Cafiel, Wingfield, and others, they were 
proved to be dillinguifh’d Men ; Men, who were 
confulted as Chiefs in all Enterprizes ; belonged to 
the Houfe of Lords (as they call’d it) and could car- 
ry an Authority over others. The former faid par- 
ticularly of Hardy, Quarter- Matter of the Ranger, 
t iat when the Diligence Sloop was taken (whereto 
he belonged) none was butter in the Plunder, and 
lie was the very Man who fcuttled and funk 
that Veffel. 

From fame of the Prifoners acquitted, it was far- 
ther demanded. Whether the Acceptance or Refu- 
fal of any Office was not in their own Option ? And 
it was declared, that every Officer was chofen by a 
majority of Votes, and might xefufe, if he pleaied, 


fince others gladly embraced what brought with it 
an additional Share of Prize. Guilty. 


The Court on the 31ft of March , remanded the • 
following Six before them for Sentence, viz. David 
Sympfon, Wm. Magnet, R. Hardy, Thomas Sutton , 
Chrifio. Moody, ana Paler. . Alh plant. 

To whom the Prefident fpoke to the following 
Purpofe : 4 The Crime of Piracy, of which all of 

4 you have been juttly convitfed, is of all other Rob- 
4 beries the moil aggravating and inhumane ; in that 
4 being removed irom the Fears of Sui prize, in re- 
4 mote and diilant Parts, ye do in Wantonnefs of 
4 Power often add Cruelty to Theft. 

4 Pirates, unmoved at Diilrefs or Poverty, not on- I 
4 1 / fpoil and rob, but do it from Men needy, and 
4 and who are purchafing their Livelihoods thro 1 I 
4 Hazards and Difficulties, which ought rather to 
4 move Compaffion ; and what is ft ill worfe, do 0 f- 
4 ten, by Perfwafion or Force, engage the inconfi- - 
4 derate Part of them, to their own ai d Families 1 
4 Ruin ; removing them from their Wives and Chil- 
4 dren, and, by that, from the Means that fhould 
4 fupport them from Mifery and Want. 

4 To a trading Nation, nothing can be fo deftruc- 
4 tive as Piracy, or call for more exemplary Punilh 
4 ment ; befides, the national RefieClion it infers 
4 It cuts off the Returns of Induftry, and thofi 
4 plentiful Importations that alone can make an I 
4 fiand flourittiing ; and it is your Aggravation, tha 
4 ye have been the Chiefs and Rulers in thefe licen 
4 tious and lawlefs Practices. 

4 However, contrary to the Meafures ye hav 
4 dealt, ye have been heard with Patience, and tho 
4 little has, or poffibly could, have been faid in Ex - 
4 cufe or Extenuation of your Crimes, yet Charit 
4 makes us hope, that a true and ftneere Repentanc 
4 (which we heartily recommend) may entitle ye t< 

4 Mercy and Forgivenefs, after the Sentence of th 
4 Law has taken Place, which now remains upon m 
4 to pronounce. 

Y O U Dav. Sympfon, Wm. Magnes, R. Hard) 
Tho. Sutton, Chrifio. Moody, and Val. Ajhplant 
Ye, and each you, are adjudged and fentenced, to b 
carried back to the Place from whence >e came, frorj 
thence to the Place of Execution, without the Gate 
of this Caftle, and there, within the Flood-Marks 
to be hanged by the Neck till ye are dead. 

After this, ye, and each of you, fhall be takei 
down, and your Eodies hanged in Chains. 

Warrant of Execution. 

P Urfuant to the Sentence given on Saturday , b; 

the Court of Admiralty, at Cape -Cor fio 
againft Dav. Sympfon, Wm. Magnes, R. Hardy , Tho m 
Sutton, Chrifio . Moody, and Val. Ajhplant. 

You are hereby dire&ed to carry the aforefaii *' 
Malefactors to the Place of Execution, without th< ' 
Gates of this Cattle, To-morrow Morning at Nim 1 
of the Clock, and there, within the Flood-Marks % 
caufe them to be hanged by the Neck till they an 
dead, for which, this Bull be your Warrant. Givci 4 
under my Hand this 2d Day of April, 1722. 

To Jofeph Gordyn, Mungo Hear dm an 

Provolt-Marfhal. 

The Bodies remove in Chains, to the Gibbets al 
ready eredted on the adjacent Hillocks. 

M. 11 


Wiliam Phillips . 

I T appeared by die Evidence of Captain Jo. Tra 
hern, and George Fenn , Mate of the King Solo 
mon , that this Prifoner was Boatlvvain of the famt 

Ship 
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when (he was attacked and taken off Cape 
tpllnia, the 6th of January hit, by the Pirates 

V *hen the Boat drew nigh, (they fay,) it was 
from the Number of Men in her, chat they 
€ Pirates, and being hailed, they anfwered, De - 
2 ~ • ; at which the Commander fnatched a Muf- 
k from one of his Men, and fired, aiking them 
e fame Time, YViiether they would Hand by 
n to defend the Ship? But the Pirates return- 
j Volley, and crying out, they would give no 
M ers if any Refinance was made, this Prifoner 
3 upon him to call out for Quarters, without the 
U r’s Confent, and milled tne reft to the laying 
,v their Arms, and giving up the Ship, to half 
e lumber of Men, in an open Boat, It was 
rtr evident, he became, after this, a Voluntier 
K rft them. Firft, becaufe he was prefently very 
rs d and brisk, in robbing the Ship King Solo - 
n •* her Provifions and Stores. Secondly, becaufe 
deavoured to have his Captain ill ufed ; and 
\\ becaufed he had confeffed to Fenn that he had 
ei bliged to fign their Articles that Night (a Pif- 
l ing laid on the Table, to fignify he mull doit, 

| ftiot) when the whole appeared to be an Un- 
it rom other Evidence, who alfo afferted his 
in armed in the A&ion againlt the Swallow. 

Ii ^nfwer to this, he iirft obferved. The Unhap- 
ie he vvas under, of being Friendlefs in this 
rt f the World, which, eilewhere, by witnefs- 
r the Honefty of his former Life, would, he 
ie d, in a great Meafure, have invalidated the 
oi Evidence that had been given of his being a 
)h ier with the Pirates. He own’d, indeed, he 
di 10 Application to his Captain, to intercede 
a Difcharge ; but excufed it with faying, he had 
D Ice to him, and therefore was fure that fuch 
pi .tion would have availed him nothing, 
f Court obferved the Pretences of this, and o- 
ts f the Pirates, of a Piftol and their Articles 


oprved up in a Difh together, or of their be- 
r ufed and forced from an honeft Service, was 
;n Complotment of the Parties,' to render them 
’petted of thofe they came from, and was to 
the End of being put in a News Paper or 
A it ; and the Pirates were fo generous as not 
refe a Compliment to a Brother that colt them 
tii , and, at the fame Time, fecured the belt 
id the belt 1 call them, becaufe fuch a De- 
d.:e made them ad more boldly. Guilty . 


Harry Glajby , Mafter. 

"'ERE appearing feveral Perfons in Court, who 
tad been taken by Roberts *s Ship, whereof the 
or was Mailer, their Evidence was accepted as 

9V 

fo Jr ahem , Commander of the King Solomon , 
Aj, that tne Prifoner, indeed, attempted to ad 
M er of the Pirate Ship, while he was under 
Irat there, but was obierved like no Mafter, 
ry ne obeying at Difcretion, of which he had 
iiKsotice, ana complained to him, how hard a 
idjjn it was, to be a Chief among Brutes; 
1 1 he was weurv of his Life, and inch other 
Jrdons, now out of his Memory, as fhewed 
J a great Meafure not inclined to that Courle 

Lil ?' 

h. I'mgfeld , a Prifoner with them at Calabar , 

I lame, as to the Quality he aded in ; but 
^ vvas civil be\ond any of tnem, and verily 
that when the Bngintine he ferved on 
joj as a Fador for tire African Company, was 
:d| be burnt, this Man was the Inllrument of 
;ci k$ l: > CApreffing himfelf with a great deal 


of Sorrow, for this and the like malicious Rogueries 
of the Company lie was in ; that to him Ihewed, 
he had aded with Reludancy, as one who could 
not avoid what he did. He adds further, that when 
one Hamilton a Surgeon was taken by them, and 
the Articles were about to be impofed on him, he 
oppofed, and prevented it. And that Hunter , ano- 
ther Surgeon among them, was clear'd at the Pri- 
foner’s Inftance and Perfwafion ; from which lali, 
this Deponant had it affured to him, that Glajby 
had once been under Sentence of Death, on board 
of them, with two more, for endeavouring an Ef- 
cape in the U r ef -Indies, and that the other two were 
really fhot for it. 

Elizabeth Frengrove, who was taken a Pnffeno-er 
in the African Company’s Ship Onflow, (Lengthened 
the Evidence of the laft Witnefs ; for having heard 
a good Charatter of this Glajby , Ike enquired of 
the Quarter-Mafter, who was then on board a rob- 
bing, Whether or no (he could fee him ? And he told 
her No ; they never ventured him from the Ship, 
for ’he had once endeavoured his Efcape, and they 
had ever fince continued jealous of him. 

Edward Crifp , Captain Trengrowe , and Captain 
Sharp , who had all been taken in their Turns, ac- 
knowledged for themfelves and others, who had un- 
luckily fallen into thofe Pirates Hands, that the 
good Ufage they had met with, was chiefly thro’ 
tne Prifoner’s Means, who had often interpofed, 
and was for leaving fufHcient Stores and Inftruments 
on board the Ships they had robbed, alledging 
they were fuperfluous and unneceffary on board 
their own Veffel. 

James White , wnofe Bufinefs was Muftck, and 
who was on the Poop of the Pirate Snip in Time 
of Attion with the Swallow , depofed, that during 
the Engagement, and the Defence (he made, he 
never faw the Prifoner bufied about the Guns, or 
giving Orders, either to the loading or firing of 
them ; but that he wholly attended to the fetting 
or trimming of the Sails, as Roberts commanded ; 
and that in the Conclufion, he verily believed him 
to be the Man, who prevented the Ship’s being 
blown up, by fetting trufty Centinels below, and 
oppofing himfelf againlt luch hot-headed Fellows, 
as had procured lighted Matches, and were going 
down for that Purpofe. 

Ifaac Sun , Lieutenant of the Man of War, de- 
poled, that when he came to take Poffcflion of the 
Prize, in the King's Boat, he found the Pirates in 
a very diftratted and divided Condition ; fome be- 
ing for blowing up, and others (who fuppofed them- 
felvei lea ft culpable) oppofing it : That in this Con- 
fufion he enquired for the Prifoner, of whom he 
had before heard a good Character j who then ren- 
dered all the Service in his Power, for preventing 
the Mifchief ; in particular, he underftood by all 
Hands, that he had feized and taken from one 
Janies Philips , a lighted Match, at the Inftant he 
was going down to the Magazine, fwearing, that 

he would fend them all to H 1 together. He 

had heard alto, that, alter Roberts was killed, the 
Prifoner ordered the Colours to be ftruck , and had 
fince (hown, how oppofite his Prattice and Princi- 
ples had been, by diicovering who were the greateft 
Rogues among tnem. 

The Prifoner in his own Defence (aid, That when 
he had the Misfortune of Tiling into the Pirates 
Hands, he was chief Mate of the Samuel of’ Lo?zdon, 
Captain Carey ; and when he had hid himfelf, to pre- 
vent the Delign of carrying him away, they found 
him, and beat him, and threw him over-boaid. Se- 
ven Days afterwards, upon his objecting againft, and 
refilling to fign their Articles, he was cut and abus’d 

again : 


i 
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„ - n . That tho’ after this, he ingratiated himfelf, 
k§ a „ 0 „f,. Parrh^e it was only to make Life 

by amoree y C -g , • e him, having been 

f r >' ; .r l l t o Time retnrned again to fnch Prifoners 
fro l- iSS "Vi™ tiU oflate, Indeed he had made 
,1 It Nerv ation and had defircd Captain Loane 
r’t - two or three Moidores from him to carry to 
5 W f lie was once taken, he faid, at making 

mwmm 

h'm, and bull > ' n S carry i n g a Pocket Compafs, 
van away ^Ht/pamola ™rry g ^ that ; t 

for condufting him thro 'gh 

dlahuco.*, hr 
upon, and he >g I or three Days wandring, to 

was obliged, atte . denvinw with egre- 

«»«*a ;rz with, for 

gious Oaths, the ^ him> From this Time he 

*ear . , f ome Extenuation of his Fault, that 

>»I? d " r"*5 n “.« can witneft, .hey «- 

moft of the q . , Roberts would not 

£,d *e Court would think highly probable top 

.heCircumtacesoterrf. , to 

“ttr-^hidT/rKl" To 25 

* ‘‘ftS ^SrSaance, and bad cxprf- 

Acquitted him. 


Name of Captain if it were allowed to give hi no 
Precedence out of Battle, yet here it was pro'l a 
Title of Authority ; fnch an Authority as could,, 
o t? — nrrolnil rhr Kina’s Colours nd 


Title ot Authority ; lucn an nuuumj, ^ 

rc £t an Engagement againit the King’s Colours ind 
therefore he was in the higheit Degiee, Guilty. 


. gKe SSrS’of faeral Prif.nerr 
T T appeared from the Lvid ded the Ran . 

I ^“w’Def nee Ihe -ade againlt the King’s 

^h’n that he ordered the Men to their Quarters 
Shl P ’ p, ns t0 be loaded and fired, having a Sword 
a n clt h e Gun st ob Commands ; and beating 

in his Hand to enro r • j anv wav neeli- 

fuch to their Duty, , h , had loft a Leg in 

gent or backward^eT^t alth° fo ^ as (o refufe 

froma 

offermg '°o“| had fince indeed blunted, and, m 
Cuftom and bucceis nau ^ of g hame , but 

fome Meafure, worn Months pall been fick, 

that he had really for feveralMOd ^ 

and difqnalified for any X| . much againft his 

had forced him on this Expedition m g 

Will, yet the Lv.dencc murtbe e len,enc> _ for he 
Title of Captain ga ve , he had often called to 
;““”°ofc”c off their Fto. when ho pcrc.ir.d „ 

Circumftance of lofing h^ Leg, „o 0c ca- 


John Walden. i i 

C Aptain John Trabern, and George Penn, , deftd, - 
That the Prifoner was one of the Number, no, 
in an open Boat pyratically aftailed, and took eir 
Ship and was remarkably bufy at Mifchiet, h ;ng 
a Pole-ax in his Hand, which ferved him mlwaoU 
Kev to all the lock’d Doors and Boxes he me 
nigh': Alfo in particular, he cut the Cable < )ur 
Ship when the other Pirates were buficd l at Wmg 
up the Anchor, faying, Captain. ™hct fgmfie. 
Trouble of Yo Hope, and framing tn hot ‘j'ta v ; 
there are more Anchors at London, and befides, our 

Ship is to be burnt. i. 

William Smith (a Prifoner acquitted) de| ed, 
That Walden was known among the Pirates n !.y, 
by the Nick name of Mifs Nanney (ironies its 
prefumed from the Hardncfs of his Temper) t he 
was one of the twenty who voluntarily can on 
board the Ranger, in the Chace ^ made °u | 
the S<iua/loiv, and by a Shot from that Ship, ■ loft 
his Leg ; his Behaviour in the Fight, till then, .lop 
bold and daring. 

The Prcfident called for Ham Glajby, «. ■ 
him relate a Character of the Prifoner,* and 'hat 
Cultom was among them, in Relation to the vo- 
luntary Expeditions, out of their proper jpi 
and this of going on board the Ranger, in oo- 

CU And he gave in for Evidence, that the P m 
was looked on as a briflt Hand (i. e. as he h« 
explained it, a ilanch Pirate, and a great Rogu tk. 
when the Swallow firll appeared in big , 
was willing to believe her a Portuguese, becai Su- 
gar was very much in Demand, and had mad pm 
Jarring and Mention between the two Can jw 
the Fortune’s People drinking Punch wh 
Ranger's could not) that Roberts, on Sight ■ 
S-Jllo,:, hailed the new Ranger,, andlb.dg 
right their Ship, and get under Sail; there | 
he; Sugar in the Offing, bring it in, thatv j 
have no more mumbling ; ordering at the fair i , ff 
the Word to be pafs’d among the Crew, whe ou 
go to their Affillance ; and immediately the b 
full of Men, to tranfport themlelves. 

President. Then every one that goes ern^ 
any Prize, does it voluntarily : Oi were tli , 
any other Reafons for it ? , u 

H Gla/bh Every Man is commonly can 
Lilt, and "infills, in Ids Turn to go onbo f l l 
Prize, becaufe they then are allowed a Shift of | 
(the belt they can find) over and above tne D| 
from the Robbery; and this they are fo fcrfig 

incr compell’d to, that it often become, the in 

and Quarrel among!! them : But in the prel . 
t w r.. annears a Pro u 


and Uuarrei aiuoiigu ^ 
fnch like Cafes, where there appears a Pro 
Trouble, the Lazy and Timerous are often 
to decline their Turn, and yield to their Belt 

thereby elbblifh a greater Credit. 

The Prifoner, an I the rdf of thofe Men w i 
from the Fortune on board the Ra,1 gf’'° 
this Expedition, were V oluntiers, and th 

Men among us. , t , 

Prefident. Was there no Danger of the J J 
leaving you in this Chace, or at fome o 
in order to furrender ? , n 

H. G/aJbt. Molt of the Ranger s Crew w 
Men, Men who had been enter’d on y fmee t 
ing on the Conft of Gitiney, and theiefore ha ^ 


Pyrates, Highway men-, Murderers , &c. 


Ii:ral a Share in frefh Provifions, or Wine, as the 
} tune's People, who thought they had born the 
fi then and Heat of the Day, which had given Oc- 
c on, indeed, to fome Grumblings and Whifper3, 
atho’ they would take an Opportunity to leave 
u but we never fuppofed, if they did, that it would 
b vith any other Defign than fetting up for them- 
ftes, they having, many of them, behaved with 
g iter Severity than the old Standers. 

"he Prifoner appeared undaunted, and rather fo- 
li<ous about refting his Stump, than giving any 
Awer to the Court, or making any Defence for 
hifelf till called upon ; and then he related in a 
calefs, or rather hopclefs Manner, the Circum- 
fb:es of his firft: Entrance, being forced, he laid, 
Oil of the BleJJing of Lemmingten, at Newfoundland* 
at it 12 Months pall ; this he was fure, moll of the 
ol Pirates knew, and that he was for fome Time as 
ficof the Change as any Man ; but Cullom and ill 
C ipany had altered him. He then own’d very 
fr; :ly, that he was at the Attack, and Taking of 
th King Solomon, that he did cut her Cable, and 
th none was forced on thole Occafions. 

> to the lall Expedition in the Ranger, he con- 
fell he went on board of her, but tnat it was by 
Rc rts's Order ; and in the Chace he loaded one 
3 , to bring her to ; but when he faw it was a Bite, 
ae dared to his Comrades, that it was not worth 
vl : to refill, forbore firing, and affifted to reeve 
Jh races, in order, if they could, to get away ; in 
vl i fort of Service he was bufied, when a Shot 
k the Man of War took off his Leg : And being 
fk , What he would have done, fuppofmg the Chace 


»a< proved 
io know 


a Portuguefe? Why then, fays he, I 
what i might have done ; intimating 
Vi? I, that every Body tnen would have been ready 
uc ;h at plundering. Guilty. 
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with him, he carried alfo fome of the Ships Mcdi“ 
cines: But what gave a fuller Proof of the Ditho- 
neftyofhis Principles, was, the treacherous Defign 
he had formed of running away with the Prize, in 
her Paftage to Cape Corfo, tho’ he had been treated 
with all Humanity, and very unlike a Prifoner, on 
Acconnt of his Employ and better Education, which 
had rendered him lefs to be fufpeded. 

Mr. Child depofed, That in their Paffige from 
the I Hand of St. ! Thomas , in the Fortune Prize, this 
Prifoner was feveral Times tempting him into Mea- 
fuxes of riling with the Negroes, and killing the 
S-wallow's People, ihewing him, how eafily the 
white Men might be demolifhed, and a new Com- 
pany raifed at Angola, ar.d that Part of the Coal! ; 
Jor, fays he, I underfland bow to navigate a Ship, 
and can foon teach you to fleer ; and is it not better 
to do this, than to go back to Cape Corfo, and be 
bang'd and Sun-dry d? To which the Deponent 
replying, 1 hat he was not afraid of being lung’d, 
Sutdamore bid him be kill, and no Harm fhould come 
to him ; but before the next Day-evening, which 
was the defigned Time of executing this Project, the 
Deponent Uncovered it to the Officer, and allured 
him, that Scudamore had been talking all the pre- 
ceding Night to the Negroes, in the Angolan Lan- 
guage. 

lfaac Burnet heard the Prifoner alk James Harris, 
a Pirate who had been left with the wounded in the 
Prize, whether he was willing to come into the 
Project of running away with the Ship, and endea- 
vouring to raife a new Company ; but he turned the 
Difcourfe to Horfe racing, as the Deponent crept 


Peter Scudamore. 

f Arry G la fly, Jo. Wing field, and Nicholas Brat - 
tie, depofed thus much, as to his being a Ve- 
in r with the Pirates, from Capt. Roe Is, at Cala- 
is r Firft, That he quarreli’d with Moody, one of 
ie[eads of the Gang, and fought with him, be. 
iu he oppofed his going ; afking Ralls in a leer- 
lgtfanner, Whether he would not be fo kind as 
) t him into the Gazette, when he came Home. 
in< at another Time, when as he was going from, 
le irate Ship, in his Boar, a Turnado arofe, I wijh, 
lysbe, the Rafcal may be drowned, for he is a 
Rogue, and has endeavoured to do me all the 
l flees he could among thefe Gentlemen ( i. e. 
ik s.) 

/d fecondly, That he had figned the Pirate’s Ar- 
ch with a great deal of Alacrity, and gloried in 
ivljbeen die firft Surgeon that had done fo (for be- 
frehis, it was their Cuftom to change their Sur- 
•*oi when they defired it, after having ferved a 
in j and never obliged them to fign ; but he was 
fo^d to break thro’ this, for the Good of thofe 
hfwere to follow) fwearing immediately upon it, 

- vs now, he hoped, as great a Rogue as any of 

0 

v >tain Jo. Trabern, and George Fenn , his Mate, 
■P ( |d, That the Prifoner had taken out of the K. 
ly>\n their Surgeon’s capital Inftruments, fome 
Wmes, and a Back-Gammon Table ; which lat- 
l came the Means of a Quarrel between one 
tf *i and he, whofe Property they fhould be, and 
e yvere yielded to the Prifoner. 

Sharp, Maker of the Elizabeth, heard the 
'k t ask Roberts leave, to force Comry, his Sur- 
Qr from him, which was accordingly done, and 
55 


Higher ; he acquainted the Officer with what he had 
heard, who kept the People under Arms all Night, 
their Apprebenlions of the Negroes not being ground- 
lefs ; for many of them, having lived a long Time 
in mis pyratica) Way, were by the chin Commons 
they were reduced to, as ripe fur Mifehief as any. 

'I 'he Priloner in his Defence laid. That he was a 
forced Man from Captain Rolls, in Odober laft, and 
if he had not (hewn fuch a Concern as became him, 
at the Alteration, he muft remark the Occafion to be* 
the Difagreement and Enmity between them ; but 
that botii Roberts and Val. AJhplant, threatned him 
into figning their Articles, and that he did it in 
Terror. 

T he King Salomon, and Elizabeth Medieine- 
Cheft, he own’d, he plundered, by Order of Hun- 
ter, the then chief Surgeon, who, by the Pirates 
Laws, always direfts in this Province, and Mr. 
Child, tho’ now acquitted, had by the fame Orders 
taken out a whole French Medicine-Cheft, which he 
muft be fenfibie for me, as well as himfelf, we nei- 
ther of us daring to have denied ; it was their be- 
ing the proper Judges, that made fo ungrateful an 
Office impoied. If after this he was eleded chief 
Surgeon himfelf, both Comry and Wiljbn were fet 
up alfo, and it might have been their Chance to 
have carried it, and as much out of their Power to 
have refufed. 

As to the Attempt of rifmg and running away 
with the Prize, he denied it altogether as untrue : 
He own’d, indeed, a few fooliih Words, but only 
by Way of Suppofition, that if the Negroes fhould 
take in their Heads (confidering the Weakness and ill 
look-out that was kept) it would have been an eafy 
Matter, in his Opinion, for them to have done it; 
but that he encouraged fuch a Thing was falfe. His 
talking to them in Che Angolan Language, was only 
a Way of fpending his Time, and trying his Skill 
to tell Twenty, he being incapable of further Talk. 
As to his unaejfhnding Navigation, he had fre- 
3 G quently 
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agiiiifl him. Guilty . 


T appeared tSteCo^fttot the Pnfoner was 
I one ol the twenty Men >n that boat of ^ 

ratc?) which afterwards robbd the King* ^ p;rates 

aU ^' K;i0 nd the" like Series, were Volunteers and 

he '"in 'particular, had contested his going on board 
a The'prifoner' Defence, called for Harry 

Glajby, who wWed to his being fo very drunk 

made with the WW Captain Tur- 

J: AjS!wl^ on whi P ch others, 

' V Th» Cou'rT coSfidSg S Partiality that might 

had not been heard upottany aj ^ 

of the Swallow , a _ , Behaviour from 

re u a them ’ Sciat £ £U * voluntary Entry 

th . e ‘ r t ° h 'e n o^e, may be doubtful, yet his confe- 
with the a irate / ^ material how 

qu ent Affionsn.^”^ aft , when 
a Man comes among Firates, as 

he is there. Guilty . 


Georve IVilfon. . ... 

J r bhip , Tim,, into the Pirates Hands, depofed, 

* »« k v t “ ,3; g »* fS» s £i»»‘ 

! e Vdue K& ftSSb t“ Shilling! in Good, 

*&&&&?£* 
one Captain ^ , [,' or tha t he had 

£* ^i£K£ It- 
r is. 

m a Stay-fai , un cock’d, fearched every 

skmksa-- , bn, - a-sr 

they found their Error, was t he honeft Fellow 

fortable Anodyne That he wa • the 

EA'SK S&S JSTo— *- 


before meeting with the Pirates, he yet under it a 
it was thro’ his and Scudamore's Means, that he d 
been compelled among them : The Pnloner As r. 

very alert and chearful, he Paid, at meeting with ... 
beets, hailed him, told him he was glad to fee 1 1 
and would come on board prefently, borrowing 
the Deponent a clean Shirt and Drawers, for his r- 
ter Appearance and Reception ; he figned their H 
tides willingly, and ufed Arguments with him tc*> 
the fame, faying, they (hould make their Voyagjn 
eight Months to Brajil, fere 6 or 700/. a ^ an > ® 
then break up. Again, when the Crew came t in 
Election of a chief Surgeon, and this Deponent is 
fet up with the others, IVilfon told him, he hcriT 
he lhould carry it from Scudamore, for that a qur ;r 
Share, which they had more than others, woulie 
worth looking after ; but the Deponent miffed ,e 
Preferment, by the good Will of the Ranger s 1 ec t 
who, in general, voted for Scudamore, to get n bf 
him, the chief Surgeon being always to remain A 

the Commodore: ' cn 

It appeared likewife, by the Evidence of Caj n 
Jo. Traheru, Thomas Caftel, and others who A 
been taken by the Pirates, and thence had Op r- 
tunities of obferving the Pnfoner’s Conduft, th. le 
feem’d thoroughly fatisfy’d with that Way of e, 
and was particularly intimate with Roberts’, sy 
often fcoffing at the Mention of a Man of War, if; 
faying, if they lhould ever meet with any of the M 
nip-man’s Ships, they would blow up, and g. to 

111 11 together. Yet, Petting aiide theie 1; 

Freaks to recommend himfelf, his Lazmefs got m 
many Enemies ; even Roberts told lum (on the * n- 
plaint of a wounded Man whom he ref ufed to < ■ 
that he was a double Rogue to be there a k ■ 
Time, and threatned to cut his Ears off. ■ 

The Evidence further allured the Court, from ■ 
tain Thomas Tar/to, t, that the Prifoner was take.* 
of his Brother’s Ship, feme Month before, :■ 
Time ; and, being forward to oblige his new l ■ 
pany, he prefently afle’d for the Pirate s Boa ■ 
fetch the Medicine Cheft away ; when the Wine ■ 
Current proving too hard to conrenc. with, they ■ 
drove on Shore at Cape Montzerado. ■ 

The Prifoner called for William Darling* o<l 
Morvely and Nicholas Butler. 

William Darling depofed, 1 hat the firft I m|t 
Prifoner fell into their Hands, Roberts m.ltoof* 
for Jo. Tar l ton the Mailer, and being inform * 
was the Surgeon who came to reprefent him, h( e- 
fently fwore he (hould be his Mefs mate, to 'id 
Wiljon reply ’d, he hop’d nor, for bad a WifH 
Child, which the other laughed at. 1 ,ns Ev ! 
added, that he had been two Days on boaid 1 1 
he went in that Boar, which svas drove on Sh<| 
Cape Montzerado. And at h.s fecond cormr ; 
the” Elizabeth, he heard Roberts oraci he (hoi 
brought on board in the full Boat. ! 

Samuel Morvel Paid, That he had heard hirbe 
wail his Condition, while on board the Hrate- 


wail his condition, wm.c .... • - _ 

defire one Thomas to ufe his Intereil with « 


fo fa D°ffcha gCfeying. his Employ, and the* 

he’ had lefi T Home, ‘w.ld, l.el.opV 

from the further Trouble of lceking his Br4 

^Nicholas Butler, who had remained vvith t t 


NlCbOlClS DUlier, z 7 

rates about 48 Hours, when they took the l 
Ships at Whydah, depofed, That m , 

Prifoner addreffed him in the French Eanguah 
veral Times, deploring the Wretchednefs and 
tune of being confin’d in fuch Company 
The Prifoner defiring the Liberty of two 
Oueftions, a(k’d, Whether or no he had not ex 
luted svith Roberts, for a Reafon of hu obliging 


ly rates, Highwaymen, Murderers } &Cc: toy 

jons to fign their Articles, when heretofore they Swallow had declared, that the firil Notice he re- 
el not? Whether he had not exprefTed himfelf glad ceived of this Defign of the Pirates to rife, was from 
'having formerly efcaped from them ? Whether he him. 

t d not laid, at the taking the Ships in JFbydah Road, Benjamin Jefierys. 

at he could not like the Sport, were it lawful ? And T) Y the Depofitions of Glajby and Lilbuni, (both 
hether he had not told him, that fhould the Com- ±J acquitted) againft this Prifoner, it appeared, that 
.ny difeharge any Surgeon, he would infill on it as his Drunkennefs was what at fir ft detained himVrom 
s Tarn ? The Deponent anfwered Yes, to every going away in his proper Ship, the Norman Galley ; 
ueftion feparately ; and farther, that he believed and next Morning, for having been abufive in his 
'udamore had not feen Wil/on when he firfl came and Drink, and faying to the Pirates, there was not a 
and him out of the Elizabeth. Man amongfi them, he received for a Welcome, fix 


He added, in his own Defence, that being Surgeon 
th one John Bar It on of Liverpool, lie was inet a 
ft Time on this Coaft of Gainey, by Roberts the 
2:j rate ; who, after a Day or two, told him to his 
prow, that he was to itay there, and ordered him 
fetch his Cheft ; (not Medicines, as was averted) 
lich Opportunity he took to make his Efcape ; for 
? Boat’s Crew happening to confiit of five French 
d one Englt/h Man, all as willing as himfelf, they 
reed to pufh the Bait on Shore, and truft them- 
ves with the Negroes of Cape Montzerado : Ha- 
'dous, not only in Refpeft of the dangerous Seas 
it run there, but the Inhumanity of the Natives, 
i, o fome times take a liking to human Carcaftes. 
;ar he remained five Months, till Thomas Tarlton , 
)ther to his Captain, chanced to put in the Road for 
ade, to whom he reprefen ted his Hard (hips and 
ttj rving Condition ; bat was, in an unchriftian Man- 
•, both refufed a Releafe of this Captivity, or fo 
ich as a fmall Supply of Bifcuit and fait Meat; 
:aufc, as he faid, he had been among the Pyrates. 
little Time after this, the Mailer of a French Ship 
,d a Ranfom for him, and took him off; but, by 
afon of a natty Ieperous Indifpofition he had con- 
fted by hard and bad Living, he was, to his great 
sfortune, fetafhore at Sefios again, when Captain 
irp met him, and generoufly procured his Releafe 
the Manner himfelf has releated, and for which he 

nds infinitely obliged. That ill Luck threw 

n a fecOnd Time into the Pirates Hands, in this 
ip Elizabeth , where he met Thomas Tarlton , 
d thoughtlefly ufed fome Reproaches of him, for his 
/ere Treatment at Montzerado ; but without Defign 
at his Words fhould have had fo bad -a Conle- 
ence ; for Roberts took upon him, as a Difpenfer 
Juftice, to correct Mr. Tarlton , beating him un- 
• ercifully ; which Severity, he hopes it will be be- 
ved, was contrary to any Intention of his, becaufe 
a Stranger, he might be fufpofed to have no In - 
i tence, and he believed, there were fome other Mo- 

/es for it. He could not remember that he ex- 

efied himfelf glad to fee Roberts this iecond Time, 

■ that he dropped thofe Expreffions about Comry , as 
ere fworn ; but if immaturity of Judgment had 
rcafioned him to flip rafh and inadvertent Words, 
i ' that he had paid any undue Compliments to Ro- 
[ rts, it was to ingratiate himfelf, as every Prifoner 
| d, for a more civil Treatment, and in particular, 
j ■ procure his Difeharge, which he had been pro- 
ifed, and was afraid would have been revoked, if 
ch a Perfon as Comry did not remain there to 
pply his Room ; and of this, he faid, all the Gen- 
men (meaning the Pirates) could vvitnefs for 
ini 

He urged alfo his Youth in Excufe for his Rafh- 

sfi The firfl Time he had been with them, 

hich was only a Month in all, and that in nomilita- 
!/ Employ; but in particular, the Service he had 
one, in difeovering the Defign the Pirates had to 
fe in their Pafiage on board the Swallow, 
uiity. 

But Execution to be refpited till the King’s Plea- 
ire be known, becaufe the Commander of the 


Laihes from every Perfon in the Ship, which disor- 
dered him for fome Weeks ; but on Recovery, he 
was made Boatfwain’s Mate ; the ferving of which, 
or any Office on board a Pirate, is at L»eir own Op- 
tion (tho’ defied) becaufe others^ arc glad to accept 
what brings an additional Share in Prize. 

The Deponents further laid, that at Sierraleon 
every Man had more efpecially the Means of efcaping ; 
and that this Prifoner in particular ncgle&cd it, and 
came off from that Place, after their Ship was under 
Sail, and going out of the River. 

The Prifoner in his Defence, protetted lie was at 
firfl forced ; and that the Office of Boatfwain's Mate 
was impofed on him, and what he would have been 
glad to have relinquifh’d. That the barbarous Whip- 
ping he had received from the Pirates at fir ft, was 
for telling them, that none who could get their Bread 
in an honefl Way, would be on fuch an Account. And 
he had certainly taken the Opportunity which pre- 
fented at Sierraleon, of ridding himfelf from fo di- 
Raftful a Life, if there had not been three or four of 
the old Pirates on fhore at the fame Time, who, he 
imagin’d, muft know of him, and woild doubdefs 
have ferved him the fame, if not worfe, ^Lan they 
once had done William Williams ; who, for fuch a 
Defign, being delivered up by the treacherous Na- 
tives, had received two Laihes thro’ the whole Ship’s 
Company. 

The Court obferved, that the Excufe of thefe Pi 7 
rates, about want of Means to efcape, was oftentimes 
as poor and evafive, as their Pleas of being forced at 
firit ; for here at Sierraleon , every Man had his Li- 
berty on fhore, and it was evident might have kept 
it, if he, or they, had fo plcafed. And fucli are 
further culpable, who, having been introduced into, 
the Society by fuch uncivil Methods as whipping or 
beating, neglefl lefs likely Means of regaining Liber- 
ty ; it fhews ilrong Inclinations to Dkboneity, and 
they Hand inexcufably. Guilty . 

Jo. Mansfield. 

I T was proved again ll this Prifoner, by Captain 
Trakem , and George Fenn , that he was one of 
thofe Voluntiers who was at the Attack and Robbery 
of the Company’s Ship, called the King Solomon : 
That he bully ’d well among them who dar’d not 
make any Reply, but was very eafy with his Friends, 
who knew him ; for Moody , on this Occafion, took 
a large Glafs from him, and threatned to blow his 
Brains out (a favourite Phrafe with thefe Pirates) if 
he muttered at it. 

From others acquitted, it likewife appeared, that 
he was at firfl a Voluntier among them, from an I- 
fland call’d Dominica in the W fi- Indies, and had, to 
recommend himfelf, told them, he was a Deferter 
from the Rofe Man of War, and before they had 
been on the High-way ; he was always drunk, they 
faid, and fo bad at the Time they met the Swallow, 
that he knew nothing of the Aflion, but came up 
vapouring with his Cutlafh, after the Fortune had 
(truck her Colours, to know who would go on board 
the Prize ; and it was fome Time before they could 
perfwade him into the Truth of their Condition. 

He 
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He could fay little in Defence of himfelf, and ac- fit the Halters ; none of them, it was obferved, 
Unowledg’d this latter Charge of Drunkennefs ; a appeared the leaft deje&ed, unlefs Sutton, who fpoke 
Vice, he faid, that had too great a Share in enfnaring faint, but it was rather imputed to a Flux that' 
him into this Courfe of Life, and had been a greater hadfeized him two or three Days before, than 
Motive with him than Gold. Guilty, Fear. A Gentleman, who was Surgeon of the Ship, 

was fo charitable at this Time, as to offer himfelf in 


William Davis . 

W illiam Allen depofed, That he knew this Pri- 
foner at Sierraleon , belonging to the Anne 
Galley ; that he had a Quarrel with, and beat the 
Mate of that Ship, for which, as hefaid, being afraid 
to return to his Duty, he conforted to the idle Cu- 
itonis and Ways of living among the Negroes, from 
whom he received a Wife, and ungratefully fold her 
one Evening for fome Punch to quench his Third. 
After this, having put himfelf under the Prote&ion 
of Mr. Plunket, Governor there for the Royal African 
Company, the Relations and Friends of the Woman 
apply’d to him for Redrefs, who immediately furren- 
dered the Prifoner, and told them, he did not care 
if they took his Head off ; but the Negroes, wifely 
judging it would not fetch fo good a Price, they fold 
him in his Turn again to Seignior Joffee, a Chriftian 
Black, and Native of that Place ; who expefted and 
agreed for two Years Service from him, on Confide- 
ration of what he had difburfed, for the Redempti- 
on of the Woman : But long before the Expiration 
of this Time, Roberts came into Sierraleon River, 
where the Prifoner (as Seignior JoJfee affur’d the De- 
ponent) entered a Voluntier with them. 

The Deponent further corroborates this Part of the 
Evidence ; in that he being obliged to call at Cape 
Mount , in his Paffage down hither, met there with 
two Deferters from Roberts's Ship, who affured him 
of the fame ; and that the Pyrates did defign to 
turn Davis away the next Opportunity, as an idle 
good for-nothing Fellow. 

From Glasby and Lilburn it was evident, that 
every Pyrate, while they ltaid at Sierraleon , went on 
(hore at Difcretion. That Roberts had often affur’d 
Mr. Glyn and other T raders, at that Place, that he 
would force no Body ; and, in fhort, there was no 
Occafion for it ; in particular, the Prifoner’s Row- 
mate went away, and confequently he might have 
done the fame, if he had pleafed. 

The Prifoner alledged his having been detained 
againfi his Will, and laid, that returning with Ele- 
phants Teeth for Sierraleon , the Pyrate’s Boat pur- 
sued and brought him on board, where he was kept 
on Account of his underftanding the Pilotage and 
Navigation of that River. 

It was obvious to the Court, not only how frivolous 
the Excufes of Conftraint and Force were among 
thefe People, at their firft commencing Pyrates; but 
alfo it was plain to them, from thefe two Deferters 
met at Cape Mount , and the difcretional Manner 
they lived in at Sierraleon, through how little Dif- 
ficulty feveral of them did, and others might, have 
efcaped afterwards, if they could but have obtained 
their own Confents for it. Guilty . 

This is the Subfiance of the Tryals of Roberts's 
Crew, which may fuffice for others that occur in 
this Book. 

We are not ignorant how acceptable the Behaviour 
and dying Words of Malefeftors are to the generality 
of our Countrymen, and therefore (hall deliver what 
ocurr’d, worthy of Notice, in the Behaviour of thefe 
Criminals. 

The firft Six that were called to Execution, were 
Magnes y Moody Sympfon, Sutton , Afhplant, and 
Hardy ; all of them old Standers and notorious 
Offenders. When they were brought out of the Hold, 
on the Parade, in order to break off their Fetters, and 


the Room of an Ordinary, and reprefen ted to them, 
as well as he was able, the Heinioufnefs of their Sin' 
and the Necefiity which lay on them of Repentance ; 
one particular Part of which, he obferved ought to 
be, acknowledging the Juftice they had met with. 
They feemed heedlefs for the prefent, fome calling 
for Water to drink, and others applying to the Sol- 
diers for Caps ; but when this Gentleman prefs’d 
them for an Anfwer, they all exclaim’d againft the 
Severity of the Court, and were fo hardened, as to 
curfe, and wifh tlue fame Juftice might overtake all 
the Members of it, as had been dealt to them. They 
were poor Rogites y they fuid, and fo bang'd', 
while others , no lefs guilty in another Way, e- 
J'caped. 

When he endeavoured to compofe their Minds, ex- 
horting them to die in Charity with all the World, * 
and would have diverted them from fuch vain Difi 
courfe, by afking them their Country, Age, and th( 
like ; fome of them anfwer’d, What was that to him, 
they fujfercd the Law , and Jhould give no Account bu, 
to God. They walked to the Gallows without: ' 
Tear in Token of Sorrow for their paft Offences, oi 
(hewing fo much Concern as a Man would expref 
at travelling a bad Road; nay, Sympfon t at feeing: 
Woman that he knew; faid, he had lain with tha. 

B h three Times , and now Jhe was come to fe< 1 

him bang'd. And Hardy , when his Hands were ty’c ^ 
behind him (which happened from their not beinj ' 
acquainted with the Way of bringing Malefactors t( J 
Execution) obferved, That he had feen many a Mai 
bang'd, but this Way of the Hands being ty'd behim 
theniy he was a Stranger to , and never faw before it 
his Life. We mention thefe two little Jnftances, t( 
fhevv how ftupid and thoughtlefs they were of thei. 
End, and that the fame abandon’d and reprobate 
Temper that had carried them thro’ their Rogueries 
abided with them to the laft. 

Samuel Fletcher , another of the Pirates order'd foi 
Execution, but reprieved, feemed to have a quickei 
Senfe of his Condition ; for when he faw thoie thai 
were alloted, gone to Execution, he lent a Meffagt 
by the Provofi-Marfiial to the Court, to be, inform V 
of the Meaning of it t and humbly defined to know, 
whether they defign d him Mercy , or not ? If the) 
didy he flood infinitely obliged to them, and thought 
the whole Service of his Life an incompetent Return 
for fo great a Favour ; but that if he was to fujfer , 
the fooner the better , he faid , that he ? night be out oj 
his Pain. 

There were others of thefe Pirates the reverfe ol 
this, and, cho’ deftitute of Miniftcrs, or fit Perfons 
to repreft nt their Sins to them, and afiifi them with 
fpiritual Advice, were vet always employing their 
Time to good Purpoies, and behaving withagrea* 
deal of feeming Devotion and Penitence ; among thefe 
jn ay be reckon'd. Scudamore , // illiams, Philips , 
Stephenfon, Jeffery s. Lefty, Harper , Armfirong, 
Bunce , and others. 

Scudamore too lately difeerned the Folly and Wick- 
ednefs of the Enterprize that had chiefly brought him 
under Sentence of Death ; from which, feeing there 
was no Hopes ofEfcaping, he petitioned for two or 
three Days Reprieve, which was granted, and for 
that Time he applied himfelf incefiantly to Prayer, 
and reading the Scriptures, feem’d to have a deep 
Senfe of his Sins, and of this in particular, and de- 

fired 
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ired at the Gallows, that they would have Patience 
.vith him, to fing the firft Part of the thirty firft 
ipfalm , which he did by himfelf throughout. ^ 
Armflrong , having been a Deferter from his Maje- 
ty’s Service, was executed on board the Weymouth 
and the only one that was) there was no Body to 
refs him to an Acknowledgment of the Crime he 
y’d for, nor of forrowing in particular for it, which 
'ouldhave been exemplary, and made fuitable Im- 
reffions on Seamen ; fo that his laft Flour was fpent 
1 lamenting and bewailing his Sins in general, ex- 
orting the Spectators to an honeft and good Life, 

1 which alone they could find Satisfaction. In the 
nd, he defired they would join with him in fmging 
e two or three latter Verfes of the 140th Pfalm ; 
id that being concluded, he was, at the firing of 
Gun, tric’d up at the Fore-Yard Arm. 

Bunce was a young Man, not above 26 Years old, 


but made the molt pathetical Speech of any at the 
Gallows. He firlt declaim'd againft the gilded Baits 
of Power, Liberty, and Wealth, that had enfnar'd 
him among the Pyrates, his unexperienc'd Years 
not being able to withftanding the Temptation ; but 
that the Brisknefs he had fhewn, which fo fatally 
had procured him favour among ft them, was not fo 
much a Fault in Principle, as the Livelinefs and Vi- 
vacity ofhis Nature. He was now extreamly afflided 
for the Injuries he had done to all Men, and begg’d 
theirs and Gods Forgiver.efs, very earneftly exhort- 
ing the SpeClators to remember their Creator in their 
Youth, and guard betimes, that their Minds took 
not a w rong Byafs, concluding with this apt Simili- 
tude, That he flood there as a Beacon upon a Rock 
(the Gallows Handing on one) to warn erring Mari- 
ners of Danger . 


The LIFE of Madam CHURCHILL. 


* '*^Eborah Churchill , alias Miller , was born 
1 within fix Miles of the City of Norwich , in the 
« County of Norfolk , of worthy honeft Parents, 
\ 0 gave her very good Education, and brought her 
1 in her younger Years in the Ways of Religion 
si good Manners ; but fhe had wickedly thrown 
c all thofe good Things, which were endeavoured 
tae fixed in her, and abandoned herfelf to all man- 
r of Filthinefs and Uncleannefs, which afterwards 
p ved her Shame and Ruin. She was firft married 
too e John Churchill, an Enfign in Major General 
Tingdon s Regiment ; by whofe Name (he com. 
rnly went, but feldom by her fecond Husband's; 
vo, two or three Years before her Misfortunes, was 
nrried to her in the Fleet Prifon, upon Agreement 
fi. made between them both, that they fhould not 
Ji- together, nor have any Thing to do with each 
oer. Which Agreement was ftriCUy performed ; 
a fo fhe continued freely to keep Company with 

0 Hunt a Life-Guard Man, as fhe had begun to 
d in ner former Husband's Time. 

•he had lived with the aforefaid Bully Hunt for 
fen Years together, in a lafeivious and adulterous 
Miner, which broke her firft Husband’s Heart, by 
w)m fhe had two Children furviving at the 7 ime 
o.hcr unfortunate Death. She had liv’d alfo in In- 
t'tinency about three Months, with one Thomas 
a Cooper, who was hanged at Tyburn , on F/i- 

1 the 16th Day of December , 1709, for breaking 
0 i and robbing the Houfe of the Right Honourable 
tHEarl of Wcflmoreland ; at which Time were like- 

hanged Aaron Jones and Jofipb Wells , for the 
■der of one Air. Lamas near Maryhone . 
nis noted jilt bore a great Sway in Drury- Lane, 
taking Tribute of all new Whoies who pre- 
to walk there at Night, to venture their Souls, 
jfj len would their Bodies, for the fmall Price of 
T )-pence wet, and Two-pence dry. She was here 

2 immon Strumpet, and proftituted herfelf to all 
C *,crs and Goers, whofe Pockets Hie conftantly 




'd. An Inftance of her Manner, was wiuK fhe 
54 


did with one Mr. Jeffery TV , a Bookfeller, 

living in St. PauPs Church-Yard , from whom taking 
a Pocket-Book, in which were feveral Notes and 
Bills of Value, Hunt her Bully, went the next Day 
to his Shop, and returning the Pocket-Book to him, 
faid, By this I under fl and you lave been more fami- 
liar with my Wife than became you ; but take No- 
tice, I fball require Satisfaction for the Affront , or 
otbei^vife take what follows. The Bookfeller being 
confcious of what was laid to his Charge, rather 
than the Scandal fhould come to his Wife's Ears, 
to whom he was newly married, he gave him ten 
Guineas, with a Promife of paying him thirty more 
the next Day. But in the mean Time acquainting 
a Bookbinder, living in Little-Britain, with the Mat- 
ter, he, knowing the World pretty well, met Hunt 

at the Place where AFr. W— was to giv$ him 

thirty Guineas, and theatning to fecure him with a 
Conftable, the Sharper was forced not only to fur- 
render his Pretenfions to the thirty Guineas, but to 
return the former Ten, for fear of being carry ’d be- 
fore his Betters. 

As fhe was once going thro’ Cheapflde , upon the 
Buttock and File, fhe pick’d up a Linnen -Draper 
living in Cornbill, who being as fliarp as fhe, he 
found he had loft his Watch in the Tavern where 
they were drinking, whiJi was at the Three Tuns 
in Newgate fl reef, and charged her with it. She 
deny’d it ftifly, neither could it be found upon her, 
tho’ the Maids of the Houfe had ftript her ftark 
naked. But the Linnen-Drapcr fwearing point-blank 
that fhe had it, and fending for a Conftable to fe- 
cure her, fhe difeovered the Watch, which was hid 
in the Bottom of a Leather Chair ; whereupon fhe 
was committed to Wood ftreet Compter. 

But the abovefaid Linnen-Draper never appear- 
ed againft Madam Churchill , when under* Con- 
finement, fhe was at laft difcliarged ; but had not 
long enjoy’d her Liberty before Ihe was committed 
to New- Prifon, for picking a Gentleman’s Pocket 
of a Purfe, wherein was an hundred and four Gui- 
3 H nea>. 
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neas. Whilft (he was there, fhe Teemed to be really 
a pious Woman ; but only her Religion was of five 
or fix Colours ; for this Day fhe would pray that 
God would turn the Heart of her Adverfary, and 
To-morrow curfe the Time that ever fhe faw him. 

She at laft got out of this Manfion of Sorrow alfo, 
but foon forgetting her Affli&ions, the purfued her 
Wickednefs continually, till (he had been fent no 
lefs than twenty Times to Clerkenwell Bridewell ; 
where receiving the Correction of the Houfe every 
Time, by being whipt, and kept [to beating Hemp 
from Morning till Night, for the fmall Allowance 
of fo much Bread and Water, which will but juft 
keep Life and Soul together, fhe commonly came 
out like a Skeleton, and walked as if her Limbs 
had been ty’d together with Packthread ; yet let 
what Punifhment would light on this common Strum- 
pet, fhe was no Changling, for as foon as fhe was 
out of Goal, fhe was ftill running into greater E- 
vils, by deluding, if poffible, all Mankind. 

One Night picking up one William Fowler , a 
Barber, living in Bull -Inn-Court , in the Strand \ and 
carrying him to her Lodging in Caftlc-flreet, be- 
hind the North Side of Long-Acre , they went to 
Bed, where the amorous Folly of thefe two 
Lovers confifted, no doubt, more of AClion than 
Expreflion : But in the Height of thefe Enjoyments, 
Bully Hunt unexpectedly came Home, and knock- 
ing hard at the Door, ftartled our_ two Inamora- 
to’s, who were more ftriCtly entangled in each o- 
thers Arms, than Mars was by Vulcan s crafty Net, 
when entwin’d in amorous Folds with the Cyprian 
Goddefs. In the mean Time Deborah Churchill, be- 
ing otherwife employ’d than to come out of a warm 
Bed, and endanger the catching of Cold, was as mute 
as a Fifh ; neither could fhe in Reafon make An- 
fwer to the Difturber of her Joys, till the Bufinefs 
fhe was about confummated. 

But Bully Bock, impatient of Delay, repeating 
his Strokes on the harmlefs Door, Madam found 
herfelf conftrained to demand Who was there ? tho’ 
in Words imperfeCt, as one waked out of a pro- 
found Sleep. Knowing the Voice, upon Reply, 
fhe capitulated with Hunt f till fhe might hide her 
Cully, for whom there was no other Refuge but 
crawling under the Bed ; where being fecured, fhe 
jumped out, and in great Hafte ran to the Door, 
fpeaking as fhe was wont, Oh l my Soul ! Oh thou 
moft welcome Man to me alive : When in herfelf 
fhe thought. What envious Devil has brought thee 
hither at this Junfture to difturb my Pleafure ? 

The Bully thus entered, began to falute her in 
his ufual Language, You Whore , you Bitch , what 
Rogue have you got in Bed with you now ? But find- 
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ing no Body there, he kicked her about the Rooi 
like a Foot-ball, faying again, Where have you hi 
the Scoundrel , that durjl prefume to beftow a Cit * 
zen's Fate upon my Honour, in making me a Cuckold 
Then drawing his Sword, quoth he, Pve not kill 

a Man this great while , but by G d Pll fej 

one out of the World now. So thruliing his Swoi 
under the Bed, poor Tonfor began to cry out f 
Quarter ; at the fame Time creeping out of h 
Neft fo extreamly powder’d with Duft and Feathei 
that Bully Hunt taking him rather for a De\ 
than a Man, the Fright he was in gave the 
much frighted Cut-beard the favourable Opportui 
ty of making his Efcape out of the Houle, wi 
only the Lofs of his Breeches, in which was a go 
Liver Watch, and about four Pound in Money. B 
for this Trick he fwore, He would never go 
Whoring again , which was as dangerous as trufti 
his Arms in the Throat of a Lyon, or his Pu 
with a Highwayman. 

Now alter Madam Churchill had reign’d a lc 
Time in her Wickednefs, as fhe was coming < 
Night along Drury- Lane, in Company with Bi 
ard Hunt , William Lewis , and John Boy, they tc 
an Occafion to fall out with one Martin Were, i I 
fhe aggravating the Quarrel, by bidding them 
crifice the Man, they killed him between Kin± 
Head Court and Vinegar-Yard, The three Men v >1 
committed this Murder made their Efcape; 
fhe being apprehended as an Acceflary therein, || 
fent to Newgate , and fhortly after condemned ♦ 
it on the 26th of February , 1707-8. 

After Sentence of Death was pafTed on her, r 
Execution was refpited, by virtue of a Reprieve ■ 
ven her, upon the Account of her being thoi t 
to be with Child ; which fhe pretended to be 1 
Hopes it might be a Means to fave her Life, c t 
leaft put off her Death for a Time. But v 1 
fhe had laid under Condemnation almoft ten Mor , 
and was found not to be with Child, fhe was a 1 
to her former Judgment Then being convt i 
in a Coach to Tyburn, on Friday the 17th of 
cember , 1708, fhe was there bang’d in the ft 
Year of her Age. But, before fhe was turn’d F, 
fhe defired all the Spectators to pray for her, d 
that God would be pleas’d to be merciful tc tr 
poor Sou! : Moreover, calling to one fhe call’d Ni \ 
an Apple-Woman’s Daughter in Drury- Lane, ie 
eameltly beg^’d of her to take Care of her ; >r 
Children, for whom (he ieemed to be very n:h 
concerned. Theie were her laft Words, whicl ie 
fpoke in the Cart, into which (he was puas 
foon as (he . came to the Place of Execution. 
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The LIEE of JACK OVET. 


r HlS notorious MalefaClor, John Owt, a 
Shoemaker by Trade, was born at Notting- 
ham, where his Abode was for four or five 
ears, after he had ferv’d his Apprenticefhip But 
ing always ofa daring, audacious Difpofitian, his 
truly Temper induced him to keep very lewd 
d quarrelfome Company, and depending on his 
anhood, it infpir’d him with an Inclination of lay- 
; afide his mechanical Employment, to tranflate 
nfelf into a Gentlemen, by maintaining that 
jality on the Highway. 

Immediately equipping himfelf, as a Highwayman 
ght, with a good Horfe, Hanger, and Pillols, he 
towards London ; and on the Road had the good 
:cefs of robbing a Gentleman of Twenty pounds; 
o being one of great Courage, told Ovet, that if 
j had not come upon him unawares, and furpriVd 
i n at a Difadvantage, he Ihould have given him 
1 ae Trouble before he wou’d have parted with his 
• mey. Quoth Ovet, Sir, I have ventur’d my Life 
I :e already in committing this Robbery ; however, 

I ou have the Vanity to think )-ourfelf a better 
I in than me, I’ll venture once more, for here’s 
) ir Money again, let it be betwixt us, and who- 
\ :r of us is the bell Man let him win it and wear it. 

' le Gentleman very willingly accepted the Propo- 
| , and making ufe of their Swords on Foot, Jack 
1 ret had the Fortune to kill his Antagonift on the 
ot. 

Not long after he kill’d another Man in a Quarrel 
\ Leicefer ; but flying from Jullice, he Hill cheated 
; Hangman of his due, and without any Dread 
rfued his unlawful Courfes to the higheft Pitch ’of 
llany. One Day in particular meeting the Pack- 
.irfes of one Mr. Rogers , who goes from Leominjler 
Herefordjhire to London, and being in great want 
Money, he turn’d one of them out of the main 
>ad into a narrow Lane, where cutting open the 
ck, he found tharein about 280 Guineas in Gold, 
i Tides three Dozen of Silver-hafted Knives and 
>rk$, and Spoons, which he carry’d off. The other 
ck-horfes were gone abbve two Miles before Mr. 
'gers mifs’d this ; and then making a ItriCl Seareh 
er it, he found it ty’d to a Tree, and the Pack 
rown off his Back, and rifled of what was moll va- 
ible ; but not knowing who had done thisgreatln- 
y , he was forc’d to make the Lofs good to the 
wner of the Plate and Money. 

Another Time Jack Ovet being drinking at the 
ar Inn in the Strand, he overheard a Soap boiler 
ntriving witli a Carrier how he Ihould fend an 
undred Pounds to a Friend in the Country. At 
igth it was concluded upon, to put the Money 
to a Barrel of Soap ; which Project was mightily 
proved off by the Carrier, who anfwer’d. If any 
>gues Jhould rob my Waggon ( which they never did 

i t once) the Devil mujl be in them if they look for 
y Money in the Soap Barrel. Accordingly the 
oney and Soap was brought to the Inn, and next 
orning the Carrier going out of Town, Jack O vet 


overtook him in the Afternoon, and cofnmanding 
him to flop, or other wile he would fhoot him and 
his Horfes too, he was oblig’d to obey the Word of 
Command. Then quoth the horelt Highwayman, 
1 muft make held to borrow a little Money out of your 
Waggon, therefore if you have any dir eft me to it , 
that I may not lofe any time , which you know is al- 
ways precious . The Carrier told him he had nothing 
but cumberfome Goods in his Waggon, as he knew 
of ; however, if he would not believe him, he might 
fearch every Box and Bundle there if he plcafed. 

Ovet foon got into the Waggon, and threw all the 
Boxes and Bundles about, till at laft he came to the 
Soap Barrel, which feeling fomewhat heavy, quoth 
he to the Carrier, What a pox do you do with this 
nafty Commodity in jour Waggon ? 77/ fling it away . 
So throwing it on the Ground the Hoops burlted, 
out flew the Head, and the Soap fpreading abroad, 
the Bag appear’d : Then jumping out of the Wag- 
gon, and taking it up, fays he again. Is not he that 
fells this Soap a cheating Son of a Whore , to put this 
Bag of Lead into it, to make the Barrel weigh heavy 
If 1 knew where he lived T d go and tell him his 
own ; however, that he may not fuecccd in his Rogue- 
ry, PH take it, and fell it at the next Houfe 1 come to, 
for it will wet ones WhtjHe to the Tune of two or three 
Shillings. 

He was going to ride away, when the Carrier 
cry’d after him, Hold, Hold, Sir, that is not Lead 
that’s in the Bag, it is an Hundred Pounds, for which 
( if you take it away ) I mult be accountable. No, no, 

( reply’d Jack Ovet ) v this can’t be Money, but if it is 
tell the Owner that I’ll be anfwerable for it if he’ll 
come to me. Where, Sir, ( faid the Carrier ) may one 
find you ? Why, truly, ( reply’d Jack) that’s a Quef- 
tionfoon ask’d, but not fo foon to beanfwered ; the 
bell Directions I can give is, ’ cis like you may find me 
in a Jail before Night, and then, perhaps, you may 
have again what I have took from you, and Forty 
Pounds to boot. 

Another Time Jack Ovet meeting with the Wor- 
eeficr Stage-Coach on the Road, in which were feve- 
ral young Gentlewomen, he robb’d them all ; but one 
of them being a very handiome Perfon, he entertain’d 
fuch aPaflion for her exquifite Charms, that when he 
took her Money from her, he laid, Madam, Call not 
your Eyes down, neither cover your Face with tbofe 
model! Blulhes, your Charms have foftened my Tem- 
per, and I am no more the Man I was ; what I have 
took from you (through meer Neceflity at prefent) is 
only borrow’d ; for as no ObjeCl on Earth ever had 
fuch an EfFeft on me as you, allure yourfelf that if you 
pleafe to tell me where I may direCl to you, I’ll upon 
Honour make good .your Lofs to the very utmoll. 
The young Gentlewoman told him where he might 
fend to her ; and then parting, it was not above a 
Week after that before Jack Tent the following Letter 
to the aforefaid Gentlewoman, who had gain’d fuch 
an abfolute Conquell over his Soul, that his Mind ran 
now as much upon Love as Robbing. 


MADAM, 


til A General 

M AD A M, 

4 t H E S E few Lines are to acquaint you, that 
4 A tho’ I lately had the Cruelty to rob you of 
4 Twenty Guineas, yet you committed a greater Rob- 
4 bery at the fame time, in robbing me of my Heart ; 

1 on which you may behold yourfelf enthroned, and 

* all my Faculties paying their Homage to your un- 
k paraldl’d Beauty. Therefore be pleafed to propofe 
1 but the Method how I may win your Belief, and 

* were the Way to it as deep as from hence to the 

* Centre, I will fearch it out ; For, by all my Hopes 
‘ by all thofe Rites that crown a happy Union, by the 

* Rofy Tin&ure of your Cheeks, and by your all 

* fubduing Ryes, I prize you above all the World. 

* Oh ! then my fair Venus> can you be afraid of Love ? 

* His Brow is fmooth, and his Face befet with Banks 

* full of Delight ; about his Neck hangs a Chain of 
‘ golden Smiles. Let us tafte the Pleafures which Cu- 

* pid commands, and for that Unmerited Favour I 

* lhall become another Man to make you happy. So 

* requeuing the fmall Boon of a favourable A nfwer to 

* be lent me to Mr. Walker* s, who keeps an Ale- 

* houfeatthe Sign of the Bell in Tbornhury in Glocef- 
4 terjhire , give me leave to fubfcribe myfelf your moll 

* humble Servant to command for ever, 

JOHN BURTON 

The Gentlewoman’s Anfwer. 

SIR, 

* XT OUR9 I received with as great Diflatisfac- 

* X tion as when you robbed me, and admire 

* at your Impudence of offering me yourfelf for a 

* Hufband, when I am fenfible ’twould not be long 


HlSTdRY of 

‘ 'ere you made me a hempen Widow. Perh, 

1 fome foolifh Girl or another may be fo bewitcii 

* as to go in White to beg the Favour of niatry r 

* you under the Gallows ; but indeed I fhould r! 

4 ther venture there, nor in a Church, to marry (. 

4 of your Profeflion, whofe Vows are treachero, 

4 and whofe Smiles, Words, and A&ions, like fn j 
4 Rivulets, thro’ a thoufand Turnings of loofe I . 

4 fions, at lafr arrived to the dead Sea of Sin. Sho 

4 you therefore difTolve your Eyes into Tears, \ \ 

4 every Accent a Sigh in your Speech, had you 1 
4 the Spells, and Magick Charms of Love, I fho l 
4 feal up my Ears that I might not hear your D . 

4 mulation. You have already broke your Wo 
4 in not fending what you villainoufly took from ir 
4 but not valuing that, let me tell you, for fear ) \ 

4 fhould have too great a Conceit of yourfelf, t 
4 you are the firlt, to my Remembrance, whoi 

* ever hated : and'fealing my Hatred with the Ho 

* of quickly reading your dying Speech, in cafe) 

4 die in London , I prefume to fublcribe myfelf Yo \ 

4 never to command, 

D. 

This was the End of Jack 0 vet's warm Amc > 
and he was foon after as unfuccefsful in his Villa , 
as he was here in Love ; for committing a Robb \ 
in Leicejlerjhire , where his Comrade was killed i 
the Attempt, he was clofely purfued by the Couni ,1 
apprehended, and fent to Jail. At laft the Affi tfj 
being held at Letcefier , he was condemned. W1 
he was under Sentence of Death, he feem to have i I 
Remorfe at all for his Wickednefs, nor in the leaf li 
repent of the Blood of two Perfons, which he ' 
fhed ; fo being hrought to the Gallows, on Wed, I 
day the Fifth of May 1708, he was juftly hang’c 1 I 
the thirty fecond Year of his Age. 
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The LIFE of WILLIAM CADY. 


unhappy Gentleman was born at Thetford ing To many out of the Way Tricks, that the Car 
I in the County of Norfolk : His Father was dinal laugh’d, broke his Impoithume, and fay’d 
L an eminent Surgeon in that Place, and very both his Life and his Money, 
c :tul ofhis Son’s Education. After a Courfe of The other is of a Lady at Orleance, who wat in 
C mmar Learning, /T/7/was fent to the Umverfity of a very dangerous Condition, and began to defpaii 
inbridge, where he was Servitor to the Father or the of any Remedy. The Maid, who lay in a Pallet- 
p ent Right Honourable the Lord Vifcount Town/- Bed by her, happen’d to thrull out her Pofteriors a 
bti , at that Time a Student in Trinity College . He little beyond the Cloaths, and at the fame Time to 
pSted fo well as in Time to be made Batehellor of let a roufing Fart: Upon which a Monkey who 
A and continued at his Studies till the Death of was in the Room, went immediately ro the Part 
h Father. from whence the Noifecame, fmelPd to it. chatter’d 


’he Deceafe of a Parent to a young Gentleman, 
xlady was, is often the Cribs ot Fortune, and the 
T ie that fixes his future Fate. When a Man be- 
et es his own Mailer, we learn in what he places 
hidappinefs, and what has before given a prevail- 
mTurn to his Thoughts, then influences his Ac- 
th. Will , immediately upon the News, with- 
di / from the Mufes, and went up to London , where 
be profefs’d Phyfick ; for his Father made fo good 
U of what he had in his Life-Time, as to leave 
n( ing behind him. The firil Patient he had was 
hi own Uncle, who was dangeroufly ill of an Im- 
pc mme ; and the Manner how he cured him is 
vc well worth relating in this Place. 

; hen he came into his Uncle’s Chamber, the firit 
Tig he did was to examine the State of the old 
Gtleman’s Stomach. 'Fo this Purpofe he hunted 
th Room all over, moved every Difh, Plate, and 
B-n he could fee, all under a Pretence of finding 
ol what they gave him to eat \ tho’ in Reality to 
fin a proper Oceafion for the Experiment he after- 
w: Is tried. At lall he fpied an old Saddle under 
th Bed : Upon which he Teemed to flart, crying 
Ou Uncle , your Cafe is very defperate . — Not fb 

ha I hope, fays the Uncle, as to make me pajt Re - 
wry. "" Heaven knows that , cried Cady ; but a 
Sueit is a terrible Thing, and l perceive you have 
%o<a violent one. A Surfeit ! replied the old Gen- 
tlean, you mijlake , Nephew , % tis an bnpojlhume that 

7 n afflicted with. The Devil it is f quoth 

Cuy (why I could have fworn it had been a Sur- 
fer, for I perceive you have eat a whole Horfe , and 
lefus only the Saddle. At this he held up theSad- 
illtn his Hands, and the old Gentleman fell into 
fuij a Fi: of Laughing, as iniiatitly broke his Im- 
poiume ; fo that he became a well Man again in 
let than a Fortnight. 

his is not the only InJbnce that has been re- 
lat of an Impoithume’s being broke by a violent 
anjfudden Fit of Laughter, occafion’d by forne odd 
■ban or fmart Saying. We Hull relate two Sto- 
rk of the like N.-tare. 

the full is of a certain Cardinal at Padoua, who 
Lvat the Pomt of Death, and icemed fo far gone, 
tu the Servants had begun to rifle the Houfe, and 
ru ill down the very Flangings of the Chamber 
w e his Eminence lay. An Ape, in the Midi! of 
th Hurry, pick’d up an old Cap that lay by the 
Side, and clapp’d it on hi3 own Head, fhew- 
5> 


and made fo many wry Faces, that the Lady laugh’d 
herfelf into a Recovery. 

Cady's Unde gave him flfy Guineas for perform- 
ing fo fpeedy and unexpected a Cure ; all which he 
fpent in lefs than a Month. It was not long after, 
that he bid adieu to Galen and Hippocrates , and be- 
took himfelf to the Highway for a Livelihood. 
The firit Exploit which he perform’d was on Houn- 
fow-Heath , where meeting with Monfieur Cheva- 
lier , Captain of Grenadiers in the flrit Regiment 
of Foot-Guards, afterwards kill’d in rhe H'efi, jn 
the Engagement againfl the Duke of Monmouth , 
and another Gentleman, he rid boldly up to them, 
and enquired the Way to Stains, telling them he 
was a Stranger in the Country. They courteoufly 
told him they were going thither themfelves ; and 
that they Ihould be very glad of hia Company, if 
he pleafed to keep Pace with them. #7// thanked 
them for their Civility, and accepted of their Prof- 
fer, riding and talking by the Side of them for a- 
bout a Mile. At lall Jeeing the Coall clear, he with- 
out Ceremony ihot one of the good-natur’d Guides 
thro’ the Head; !then turning upon Chevalier , he 
told him. If he did not deliver his Money, he Jhould 
fuffer the fame Fate with his Companion . Chevalier' 
faid. He was a Captain of the Guards, and there- 
fore he tnuft fight , if he got any Thing from him. 

If you are a Soldier , Sir, quoth Cady , you ought 

to obey the Word of Command, otherwife you know 
the Sentence : 1 have nothing to do but to tie you 
Neck and Heels. You are an unconfcionahle Son 

of a B h, fays Monfieur, to demand Money of 

me, who never ow'd you any. ■ » Sir, reply ’d Ca 
dy, there's not a Man travels the Road, but what 
awes me Money, if he has any about him. There- 
fore, as you are one of my Debtors, if you do ro: 
pay me inflantly, your Blood Jhall Jatisfy my De 
mands. The noble Captain exchanged a Shot or 
two with our Highwayman, bur had the Misfor- 
tune at lall to have his Horfe killed ; upon which, 
feeing it was in vain to make any more Refinance, 
he furrender’d his Gold-Watch, a Diamond Ring, 
and a Purfe of twenty-fix Guineas. Will, having 
collected all he could, tied the Frenchman Neck anti 
Heels, nailed the Rind-Lappets of his Coat to a 
Tree, and then rode off with his Booty. 

The next Perfon he robb’d was od Racjhot Heath. 
it was Lord Vifcount Dundee , who was killed at. 
the Fight of GUly-aanky in SiSfhud, after the Re- 
1 A volution 


a 14 A General H 

volution. His Honour was on Horfe-back, attend- 
ed only by a Couple of Footmen. Cady rode up 
to them full Speed, enquiring if they did not fee a 
Angle Man ride that Way harder than ordinary. 
Being told Yes, he prefen cly added, be has robbed 
me of twenty Pounds , which I was going to pay my 
Landlord , and 1 am utterly ruin d. The Man who 
had rid by was a Confederate of Cady's who had 
parted from him for that very Purpofe. My Lord 
was touched with Companion at Wills Complaint, 
and immediately order’d his Footmen to purfue the 
Villain. The Servants rode away full Stretch, and 
Cady after them fome Diftance, till he thought they 
were far enough ; then he turn’d back on his Lord- 
and robb’d him of a Gold-Watch, a Gold Snuff-Box, 
and fixty Guineas in Money. To make all fafe, he 
fhot the Vifcount’s Horfe, and then rode after the 
Footmen, whom he found a Mile off, with his Com- 
rade between them, Prifoner. The Fellows were 
furpriz’d, when Will bid them let the Man go, and 
feem'd to laugh at them for what they had done, 
till at lafl they absolutely refufed to part with their 
Prize. Cady, upon that, fwore they lhould, and a 
warm Engagement enfu’d, continuing till one of the 
Footmen was killed, and the other was obliged to 
fly, who found his Lord difmounted and robb’d. 

Dundee complain’d at Court of this Abufe, and a 
Reward of one hundred Pounds was promifed in the 
London-G azette to any one that lhould apprehend 
Cady or his Comrade, who were both very particu- 
larly defcrib’d. Our Adventurer now thought it 
fafeft to get out of the Reach of Juft ice ; and to that 
End, made the beft of his Way to Douay in Flan- 
ders , where was an Engliff Seminary. As he was 
a Scholar, he was eaflly admitted, upon the Supe- 
rior’s Examination, into the Fraternity of Benedidine 
Friars , among whom he behaved with a great Deal 
of Teeming Devotion and Piety ; fo that he Ihortly 
attain’d a very extraordinary Chara&er. The natu- 
ral Refult of this was his having a great Number 
of Penitents continually reforting to him, to make a 
Confeffion of their Sins. Cady's Pity, however, at 
lafl began to fit very aneafy upon him, and he was 
afraid his Hypocrify would in Time be found out 
for he look’d upon himfelf as incapable of keeping 
the Vows of Poverty and Chaflity which he had 
made. This made him refolve to return into Eng- 
land again at all Hazards, choofing to enjoy a merry 
though but a Ihort Life, rather then to drag out 
many Years under the Stri&nefs of Ecclefiaftical Dif- 
cipline. But there was money wanting before this 
could be done, and now his Invention was rack’d for 
foir.e Method of ratting a fufficient Quantity. 

He feign’d himfelf indifpofed, andkept his Cham- 
ber feveral Days, during which Time he received 
Vifits from Abundance of People ; and among others, 
from all of the Fair-Sex, who ufually made him 
their Confeffor. He had fuigled out in his Mind a 
Couple of young Gentlewomen who commonly came 
together, and were both very rich and very handfome. 

A Brace of Piflols he had alfo found Means to pro- 
cure. At lafl: the Ladies came, and when they had 
made their Confelfion, he defir’d them to hear his. 

In Ihort, he told them, he was in great Want of 
Money, and if they did not inftantly fupply him, 
they lhould never depart alive. At the fame Time 
he held the Piflols to their Breads, and commanded 
them not to make the lead Noife. The poor Gentle- 
women were almod out of their Wits for fear, and 
trembled like Afpen Leaves, while Cady made En- 

S uiry into their Pockets, and found them lin’d with 
bout fifty Pilloles. To this he compelled them to 
make an Offering of two Diamonds-Rings, which 
we*e ou their Fingers, and then laying them both 
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on the Bed, he gave them, after one another, a 
of his Manhood, and robb’d them of their V irgy , 
into the Bargain. Next he gagg’d and ty’d tl.Ii 
Neck and Heels, and then went out, pretending 
the Father of the Convent, that he would only t c 
the Air in the Fields a little. But he went injft 
farther a Field then they expelled ; for he never , . 
turn’d again, but chang’d his Cannonical Habit, 
return’d back into England. 

Even before he arriv’d at London , he fell again >- 
to his old Courfes, tho’ he had been two Years 4 
of his native Country ; for as he rode over Bl f. 
Heath, he met with one Sandal, a great Hop-Ai- 
chant, and his Wife, whom he commanded to Sid 
and Deliver. Sandal flood up fmartly ill his n 
Defence, and fir’d two Piflols without Succefi ; ;» r 
which he was oiliged to lie at the Marcy of the 
nemy, who prefently difinourued them both, and 1- 
led their Horle (for they had but one) and then 11 
to rifling their Pockets. He found about twenty e 4 
Pounds upon the Husband, but the Wife hac 10 
more then Half- a- Crown. Is this your Way of t . 
veiling , fays Cady ? What ! carry but Half-a-Cr : n 
in your Pocket , when you are to meet a Genth in 
Colled or on the Higlsway l I'll afjure you , Ma n, 
Ijhall be even with you ; therefore off with it 
Ring on your Finger. Mrs. Sandal begg’d hin ;o 
Ipare her Wedding-Ring, becaufe Ihe would not fc 
it for double the Value, as Ihe had kept and 1 m 
it above twenty Years. You whining Bitch , q th 
Will , Marriage may be d — n'd, and you too. Wt / 
becaufe you are a Whirs by Liccnfe, I tnujl be rt 
favourable to you then another Woman Til wan A' 
Give me the Ring in a Moment without any rt 
Cant , or I Jhall make bold to cut off your I <r 
with it for Difpatch , as I have ferved fever 
your Sex before. 

The remaining Part of this Story is of fuch a 1 
king Nature, that it can neither be related nor ai t 
without Horror. 1 could even vvilh incirely W 
mic it, were not that fuch an unparallel’d Inf W 
of Cruelty may deter others from entering ir 1 
Courfe of Life, in which they will certainly b rd 
on from bad to worfe, till at lafl they will be ta- 
ble of committing what they before would ive 
trembled at the Rchearfal of. 

The good Woman finding all Entreaties w< in 
vain pulled of her Ring ; but inflead of giving w 
Cady, inftantly clapp’d it into her Mouth, and al- 
low’d st, in Hopes, by that Means, of prefeiJig 
what ihe fo iuperflitioufly priz’d. Cady fe to 
fwearing and ftampjng like a Madman, ceiling er, 
Fhat all her Fricks were in vain ; for he q W 
that Moment fend her to the Devil without her 
ding-Ring. Accordingly he fhot her through 
Head ript her open ami took the Ring out o ier 
Body in the prefence of her Husband, whom he lad 
before bound, and who was incapable of uttei^a 
Word at the Sight of fuch an unheard of P.ejof 
Barbarity. Your Wife's a Bite , Sir, fa id the lit- 
cherly Villain, hut I think I have bit the ttr*z 
fo remounting his Horfe, he rode away with as cltf 
Concern as if he had done no Crime, leaving their- » 
rowful Widower bound by his Wife’s Body, till in®- 
Paffengers came by and loos’d him, and then jr- 
ried the mangled Corps to the next Inn. 

The fame Night Cady came lirait to London put 
was afraid that even that great City was not K 
enough to conceal him from the Enquiry, whiciM l; 
a horrid Action would naturally Occafion. 
not flay therefore above an Hour before he ok 
Horfe for Scotland, where he arrived and lb) »* 
bout a Month, without anyNotice being taken 0 m* 
After this, he came into England ag:uii, and b 


Py rates. Highwaymen , Murderers , &Cc. 115 


was making towards London between Ferry-bridge 
and Done after in Yorkjhire he overtook Dr. More- 
ton, a Prebendary of Durham. It would not be 
moie ft range to fee a Horfe refufe Oats, than to hear 
r.nr lucii .1 Gentlcmm as Cady would let a plump, 
Heek Clergyman pals unmolefted, when he was in 
In* Power. Stand and deliver, was the Precept, 
with the Addition of D —n you are a dead Man , 

if you he fit ate. The Clergyman had never been 
Lied to fuch Language before, and began to give 
him good Advice, councelling him very gravely to 
refrain from fuch ill Courfes, and telling him the 
Hazard he ran, both withRefpedl to his Soul and his 
•Body. But all his preaching was in vain ; for Cady 
ook’d upon him with all the Morefenefs he could 
allied in hL Countenance, and rold him, That his 
Doctrine had no Effect, and the Pretence of Reli - 
non was framed only to prefer*)* what he had be- 
fore got in the fame Hay. Adding That if he did 
tot fpeedily deliver , what he had, he Jhould fend 
Vim out of the World \ But that, quoth he with 

I Sneer, is nothing to a Man of your Cloth ; for 
hub tie fs all the Clergymen are prepared for Death 

ri t any Time , and certain of eternal Happinefs. 

M While Cady was uttering thefe Words, a Stone- 
lorfe in an adjacent Field, fmelling his Mare, leaped 
ver the Hedge, and came fnorting and neighing to 
M er, like a mad Creature. Will was fo bul'y with 
\x. Do&or, that he took no Notice of the Stallion, 

II his Mare was covered, and he demounted. The 
oor Parfon was glad of an Opportunity to fave his 
aeon ; fo as foon as he faw Cady on the Ground, 
e rode off as fait as he could. The Devil take all 
Yhoring, cry’d If' ill, if Horfe s mujt praftife it too. 
hwever,. Mr. Mettle, 1 (hall go nigh to fpoil your 
iort before the Game be over. He was as good as 
is Word, for inftantly pulling out a Piftol, he fhot 
le Horfe, and then remounted his Mare, and rode 
fter Divinity. 

In three Quarters of a Mile he overtook poor 
loreton, and accoiled him with, You unreafonable 
mmannerly Dog, what do you. mean to leave a Man 
7 the midjl of his Journey , without giving him any 
k hi ng to pay his Charges? The Doctor had taken 
gjj 1 -ire, as he rode off, to hide his Money in a Hedge, 
i that wherf Cady fearch’d him, he found never a 
5 ( arthing, He could not however, think that a Man 
f his Figure would travel on Horfe-back without 
ny Money in his Breeches ; fo that he fwore the 
teverend Prielt fhould never go Home alive, if he 
Id not inform him what he had done with his Mam- 
lon : The Doftor (landing to it, that he had none, 
'ur bloody Wretch inftantly (hot him through the 
leart, which to him was no more than making a 
ood Meal when he was a hungry. 

After this he took a Journey into Norfolk with an 
nteot to fee his Friends and Relations at Thctford\ 
*ut meeting a Coach within two or three Miles of 
hat Town, with three Gentlemen and a Gentle- 
/Oman in it, could nor forbear riding up to it, and 
.raking the ufual Compliment. The Gentlemen were 
efolved to difpute a Point with him, and flood brave - 
Y upon their Guard, one of them firing off a 
,llunderbufs without doing him any other Damage 
han jull grazing a-crofs his Left-Arm, and tearing 
is Coat, Waiftcoat, and Shirt. This put him in- 
b a violent Paftion, fo that after he had taken about 
ne hundred and thirty Pounds from them all, he 
wore that the Lofs of his Money fhould not entitle 
iim that had fnot him to any Quarters* He was 


always as good as his Word ini thefe Cafes; the 
poor Gentleman was left dead in the Coach ; and 
then cutting the Reins and Traces of the Horfes, he 
rode ofF, without going to Thetford to fee his Ac- 
quaintance. 

Now he fleers his Courfe towards London, as fad 
as he can ; and coming over Finchly -Common attacks 
a Lady, who was riding there for the Air, attended 
by a fingle Footman. He [fell upon her in a very 
rude Manner, pulling a Diamond-Ring from her 
Finger, and a Gold-Watch from her Side ; taking a 
Purie with eighty Guineas in it, out of her Pocket, 
and giving her a great Deal of ill Language. T he 
honell Footman, rhough the Lady had commanded 
him not to meddle, could not forbear (hewing his 
Refentment at Cady* s unmanly Behaviour. He re- 
turned his foul Words with others of the fame Kind, 
calling him Villain, Rafcal, Thief, and other Names 
of the fame Import, which were fuitable to his 
Chara&er. Will. Cady , without fpeaking a Word, 
anfwer’d the poor Fellow, by fending a Brace of Balls 
thro’ his Head ; then he cut the Girts of the Lady’s 
Saddle, and was a-going to make off. 

But the Time which Providence had fixed for a 
Period to his wicked Aftions was now come. Two 
Gentlemen, who had feen the Tranfaftion at a Dif- 
tance, intercepted him, juft as he put Spurs to his 
Horfe, with Pillols in their Hands. Cady was very 
defperate when he faw his own Danger. He fired 
as fafl as lie was able, and they as nimbly returned 
the fame Compliment, till a lucky Ball lodged in 
his Horfe, and made him fall under him. After 
this, he refolutely maintain’d his Ground on Foot 
for a confidcrable Time, even till he had difeharged 
all his Pillols, and entirely weary’d himfelf. He 
was then apprehended, and carried before a Jullice 
of the Peace at Highgate, who committed him un- 
der a (Irong Guard to Newgate, where he continu- 
ed till the next Seflions without any Signs of Re- 
morfe for the Blood he had fo plentifully fhed with- 
in four Years before. 

When his Tryal came on at the Old- Bailey, he 
behaved agreeably to his Character before that ve- 
nerable Court. The Lord Mayor and Recorder, he 
faid, were a Couple of old Almfwomen, and the 
Jurymen was treated in the fame Manner. The Mat- 
ter of Fadl which he was indi&ed for, was proved 
fo plainly againit him, that he received Sentence 
of Death, and was put into the Condemn ’d-Hold, 
but even this Place of Horror and Darknefs had no 
Efleft upon h,s Mind ; for he continued to fwear, 
curfe, fing, roar, and get drunk, as he had always 
done before. What hardened him the more, was, 
the Dependence he had on fome Friends at Court, 
who had given him Room to hope for a Reprieve 
from King James II. who then reign’d ; but the ma- 
ny Murders he had committed put a Stop to the 
Mercy which he might otherwife have obtain’d. 

His Day of Execution being come, and the Cart 
flopping as ufual, under St. Sepulchre's Church Wall, 
whilll the Bellman rang his Bell, and repeated his 
exhortatory Lines inllead of being affe&ed with the 
Admonition* he fell a Avearing at the Sheriff’s Of- 
ficers, asking them, Why they detain'd him there to 
hear an old Puppy chatter Nonfenfe ? At Tyburn he 
was juft the fame, being turn’d off without either 
converfmg with the Ordinary, praying by himfelf, or 
making any Speech to the People. His Exit was in 
1687. when he was juft twenty-live Years of Age. 
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The LIFE «/THOMAS WYNNE, 
A Houfe-breaker and Murderer. 


T HIS notorious Criminal was born at Ipf 
wick in Suffolk, where, for aught we find 
to the contrary, he continued till he was be- 
tween fifteen and fixteen, at which Age he betook 
himfelf to the Sea, which he followed between eight 
and nine Years. Happening then to come to London , 
and habituating himfelf with ill Company, efpecially 
lewd Women, he left no Villainy unperpetrated for 
(he Support of himfelf and them, in their Extrava- 
gancies, till, at lad, he became fo expert in Houfe- 
breaking, and in ftiort, all Sorts of Theft, that he 
was reckon'd the moll notable Artifl in his Way, of 
thofe Times. 

It was in the Reign of that glorious Monarch, 
Queen Elizabeth , that our artift flourilhed ; accord- 
ingly, we find, that fcorning a meaner Prey he had 
once the Boldnefs, or rather Impudence, to rob the 
Royal Lodgings at Whitehall Palace, of as much Plate 
as amounted to above four hundred Pounds ; for 
which he had the ill Luck to be taken, and com- 
mitted to Newgate : But, fortunately for him, her 
Majelty’s A& of Grace coming out foon afterwards, 
granting a free Pardon for all OfFencq, except Trea- 
son, Murder, and fome other notorious Crimes, he 
was allow'd the Benefit thereof, and obtained his 
Liberty, among!! many other Criminal*, whom their 
Evil Courfes had brought into the fame Condi- 
tion. 

But Wynne making a very ill ufe of the Royal 
Mercy, and taking no Warning, Hill purfued his 
vitious Ways, till at lad being in eminent Danger of 
being apprehended, he got into the Service of the 
Earl of Salijbury , into whofe Kitchen he was recei- 
ved in the Capicity of a Scullion. 

Whilll he was in this Poll, he had the Impudence 
to pretend Love to the Countcfs’s Woman, who ad- 
miring at fuch Infolence in a Fellow of his Rank, 
return’d his AddrelTes with the greatell Scorn and 
Contempt. This exafperating Wynne, his pretended 
Love turn’d to Hatred, and he vow’d Revenge, 
which he eflfefted foon after in this Manner. 

As fhe was coming down Stairs one Night after un- 
•d refling her Lady, and putting her to Bed, he met 
her full But, and throwing her on her Back, run his 
Hand fuddenly up her Coats, caught her by a Place 
which Women don't Care to have ufed too roughly, and 
pinch'd her by it fo terribly, that Jhe roar'd out as 
bad as any Bull that is baited. In the mean while 
Wynne kept pulling and tugging at his Game as fierce 
and as eager as any Maftiff, never offering to quit 
his Hold, till feveral of the Servants came to her 
Afliilance, and refeued her. The poor Gentlewo- 
man was immediately put to Bed very ill ; and the 
Plarl being next Day made acquainted with the whole 
Story, took upon himfelf to be his Judge, and order- 
ed him to be forthwith llript, and feverely lafhed by 


his Coachman, which was executed to fome Turn 
upon the Spot. However his Lordftiip not thin! 
ing this a fufficient Punifhment, threaten'd to have 
repeated once a Week for a Month together, bt 
Wynne, not liking his- Sentence, thought proper \ 
feek out frefh Quarters, and accordingly pack'd e 
his Awls and went off: But refolving to be r 
venged of his Profecutors, before he took his fir 
Leave of the Family, he broke open the Trunk 
the Coachman that had flead him, and robb’d hi 
of nine Pounds : He borrow’d likewife fifteen Pour 
of the Mailer-Cook, a Silver-Difh of his Lord's, a 
all the beft Cloaths of the poor Woman whofe N 
rejijling Part he had handled fo unmercifully ; . 
ter which he fet out in Quell of new Advt 
tures. • I 

It feems in Wynne's Tim®, Inn-keepers were r 
fo (harp as they are at prefent ; wherefore our l 
till would frequently drefs himfelf in a Porter's f 
bit, with a knot and Cord, and going to one of t 
bell Inns, fix his Eye on any Bundle or Parcel wh 
feem'd to be of Value, and throwing it upon 
Shoulders, when he faw the Coall clear, walk 
with it direttly, without the Servants having 1 
leall Sufpicion of him, although they met hi 
each of them thinking he was known by one 
his Fellow-Servants. 

He followed this Courfe about two Yean, 
which Time he got above two hundred Poun 
which fell heavy on the Carriers, who were oblif 
to make good what was loll. But dear-bought Ex 
rience making them look better after w r hat tl 
were entrufled with for the future, he had no Opp 
tunity of fupporting himfelf any longer that W, , 
which obliged him to have Recourfe to other A 
thods. 

One Day then hearing a Man, as he was go [ 
out of his Houfe, tell his Wife he !hould not : 
back again in kfs then five or fix Hours; he 
ged him to the Place whither he went and going > 
an Alehoufe hard by enquir'd the Name cf the f • 
pie of the Houfe. This done, he went back ii> 
the T radefman’s Neighbourhood, andgetting his Na : 
after the fame Manner goes to his Wife, and t s 
her, that he was fentby Mr. Such-a one, where ? 
Husband was taken on a fudden fo violently ill, t! 
'twas queflion’d whether he would live or d ; 
wherefore fhe was defired to make all the Hafie : 
cold thither. At this the poor Wife fell a Shri - 
ing terribly, and after bidding the Maid take Car f 
the Houfe, hurried away with the Sham-Mcfleng, 
either to afiill her Husband, or take her Leave efi i 
before he departed this World. 

They had not gone very far togethc beforer ff ) 
pretending Bufmefs another Way, left the Womai 
purfue her Journey by hcrfelf ; and returning to 
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Houfe again, told the Maid, He r Mi ft refs had fent 
frim to acquaint her , That if fbe did not co?ne hack 
fyfucb an Hour Jhe might go to Bed ; for fbe fhould 
no t come Home all Night. As Wynne pretended to 
be mightily tried with having made lb much Halle, 
t l ie Maid asked him very civilly to walk into the 
Kitchin and reft 'himfelf, which being what he 
wanted, he readily accepted. In the mean while 
he poor Wench going to letch him fomething to 
iat whilft her Back was turn’d he knock’d her 
lovvn fuddenly, and binding her Hand and Foot, and 
egging her, rifled all the Trunks, Boxes, Chefts, 
,V Drawers, and Cup-boards, carrying off to the Va- 
ue of 200 1 . in Plate and Money. 

He had now reign’d about eight years in his Vil- 
liny, when taking Notice of an Old Man, who had 
urmerly been a Linnen-Draper, but being rich had 
2ft off Trade, and liv’d on what he had, together 
/ith his Wife, in Honey-Lane near Chtapfide , he 
ad for a long Time a ilrong Defire of robbing him 
iccordingly -one Night he retolved to put it in Exe- 
rtion, and broke into their Houfes ; but not content 
ith robbing them, he determin’d alfo to murder 
iem, to prevent a Difcovery, which he did by cut- 
ng their Throats in a moil barbarous Manner, as 
ley were fleeping in their Bed together. This done 
2 robb’d the Houle to the Value of 2500 J. and fled 
,vay with his Wife and four Children he had by 
tr, to Virginia . 

Next Day, the old People being not fecn by their 
eighbours either to go out or in as ufual, and the 
oufe being clofe fhut up from Morning to . Night 
ey began to be furpriz’d at the Meaning of it ; and 
me among them fuipefting fome foul Play, a Con- 
ble was fent for, and the Door broke open, when 
on entering their Chamber the old Couple were 
and in their Bed, to their great Aftonilhment and 
arror, with their Throats cut from Ear to Ear, and 
altering in their Blood. 

A great Enquiry and Search was then made after 
2 Murderer; and a poor Man, who begg’d his * 
ead having been obferv’d to walk to and fro a- 
ut the Door, and fometimes to fit on a Bench be- 
lging to the Houfe, the Day before the Murder 
is perpetrated, he was apprehended on Sufpicion, 
d being carried before a Juilice of Peace, was by 
m committed to Newgate. The poor Wretch 
is afterwards brought upon his Trial, and though 
ere was no other Proof againft him, than fome 
pitlous Circumftances, he was call for his Life, 
id fentenced to be hanged before the Door of the 
urder’d Perfons, which was accordingly executed, 


though he denied the Faft to the laft, as well he 
might, and he was afterwards hane’d in Chains at 
Holloway. 

In the me tn while Wynne was fafe enough with his 
Family beyond Sen, where it pleafed God, that he 
thrived prodigioufly with his ill-got Money, the 
Price of innocent Blood. But having now been ab- 
fent from his native Country twenty Years, and be- 
ing very deflrous of feeing it once " before he died, 
deflgning afterwards to return back and lay his Bones 
in Virginia , he took his Leave of his Wife, Chil- 
dren, and Grand-Children (for his Family had mul- 
tiplied as well as his Riches) and came over to Eng - 

land. But mark how Providence purfued 

him. 

Being one Day at a Goldfmith’s Shop in Cheap- 
fide to buy a Parcel of Plate, which he defign’d to 
carry with him to Virginia , whilft he was bargain- 
ing for it, and the Mailer of the Shop was weighing 
it, a great Uproar arofe in the Street, for fome Ser- 
jeants having arrelled a Gentleman, and he breaking 
from the Catchpoles , who were in Purfuit of him. 
Hereupon Wynne ran out of the Shop the fame Way 
as the Mob, and fome that were behind him, crying 
out, Stop him , Stop him , his Confcience flew in his 
Face, fo that he ilopt fhort, and laid, I am the 

Man. You the Man , cry’d the People, What 

Man? The Man . reply ’d Wynne , that com - 

mi t ted fuch a Murder in Honey- Lane, twenty Years 
ago, for which a poor Man was bang'd wrong - 
Jully. 

Upon this Confeflion he was taken into Cuftody, 
and carried to a Magiftrate, before whom he again 
owns the fame, and being committed to Newgate , 
was try’d, condemn’d, and executed alfo before the 
Houfe, where he had perpetrated the Murder ; after 
which he was carried to Holloway , and hanged in 
Chains. 

Thus the juft Judgment of God at laft overtook 
him for fhedding innocent Blood, when he thought 
himfelf fecure from the Stroke of Juilice; neither 
was it wanting to punifh his Wife and Pofterity for 
being privy thereunto, and living upon the Fruits 
thereof. For his Wife ran diftra&ed, upon receiv- 
ing the News of his fhameful End, and died fo : Two 
of his Sons alfo were bang’d in Virginia , fora Rob- 
bery and Murder they committed there, and what 
Plantations he had purchafed were feiz’d upon for 
the Queem’s Ufe, as forfeited by his Convi&ion of 
Murder and Felony, fo that his Pofterity were redu- 
ced to Beggary ever after, and died very miferable. 
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The LIFE of THOMAS SAVAGE'. 


T HIS unhappy Wretch was born of very ho- 
ned Parents in the Parifh of St. Giles's in 
the Fields, and between fourteen and fifteen 
Years of Age, bound Apprentice to one Mr. Collins 
a Vintner, at the Ship-Tavern at Ratcliff Cr of s^ with 
whom he led but a very loofe and profligate Sort 
of Life for about two Years. 

Breaking the Sabbath (by his own Confefiion, he 
having never once heard a whole Sermon during that 
Time) was the firft Inlet to all his other Vices, ef- 
pecially Whoredom, Drunkennefs, and Theft : For 
he ufed commonly to pafs away the Sabbaths at a 
Bawdy-Houfe in Ratcliff-Highway , with one Han- 
nah Blay , a vile common Strumpet, who was the 
Caufe of his Ruin, and brought him to his Ihame- 
ful End. 

He was carried at firft to drink there by an Ac- 
quaintance, who afterwards went to Sea ; but having 
once found the Way, he went after that alone, 
without his Companion, and would often carry a 
Bottle or two of Wine to junket with her. This 
however, not fatisfying her wicked Defires, fhe told 
him frequently. That if he would enjoy her Company , 
he muff bring good Store of Money with him : To 
this he always replied, That he could bring none but 
his Maffer's ; and that he had never wronged him of 
Two-pence in his Life. Neverthelefs fhe dill continu- 
ed urging him to rob him privately, but he an- 
fwer'd, he could not becaufe the Maid was always at 
Home with him . Hang her , a fade, (Laid this Limb 
of the Devil) knock her Brains out , and Til receive 
the Money , and go any where with you beyond Sea , 
to avoid the Stroke of fuff ice. 

She was often giving him this bad Advice, and 
preaching this infernal Doftrine ; and fhe repeated it 
in particular on the very Day when he unhappily took 
her Counfel, and perpetrated the Murder. For be- 
ing at her Houfe in the Morning, fhe made him 
drunk with burnt Brandy, and he warning a Groat 
1 3 pay his Reckoning, fhe again perfwaded him to 
knock the Maid’s Brains out, and bring her what 
Money he could find. 

Hereupon he went Home between twelve and one 
o’Clock, and feeing his Mailer handing at the Stieet 
Door, did not dare to go in that Way, but climbed 
over a Wall, and getting in at the Back-Door, went 
into the Room, where his Fellow-Servants were at 
Dinner : O Sirrah , Laid the Maid to him, you have 
been now at the Bawdy-Houfe, you will never leave 
it till you are utterly ruin'd thereby. 

Theie Words provok’d him highly, and he was 
fo much enraged at her, that from that Moment the 
Devil took firm PofTdlion of him, and he fully re- 
folved, even while he was at Dinner, to be her 
Butcher. Accordingly, when his Mailer, with the 
reft of the Family were gone to Church, leaving 
only the Maid and Tom. Savage at Home, he goes 
into the Bar, and fetches a Hammer, with which 
he began to make a great Noife, as lie fat by the 


Fire, by knocking on the Bellows. Hereupon, f 
the Maid to him, Sure the Boy is mad / Sirr, 
What do you make this Noife for? 

To this he made no Anfwer, but going to 
Kitchen Window began to knock, and make 
fame Noife there, of which the Maid then tak 
no Notice, he, to provoke her, got on the cl 
Dicker, and walk’d up and down thereon lev. 
Times with his dirty Shoes. This Piece of fl 
lice exafperating the Maid, fo that fhe fcoldec 
him pretty heartily, he threw the Hammer at fc 
fuddenly with fuch Violence, that hitting her on f 
Head, fhe fell to the Ground and fhriek’d out. U 
then went and took up the Hammer, intending o 
repeat the Blow, but laid it down again thii;e, “ 
being yet harden’d enough in Cruelty, to llrikc 
any more ; but at lull taking it up the fourth Ti 
the Devil had then gain’d fuch an abfolute MaJ 
over him, that he gave her feveral Strokes wit! I 
the Force he could, and quickly difpatch’d hei U 
of the World. 

The inhuman Wretch having perpetrated this \ 
lifh Piece of Barbarity, immediately broke ope ] 
Cupboard in his Maker’s Chamber, and taking I 
a Bag, wherein was about Sixty Pounds, hid it I 
der his Coat, and went out at a Back-Door di | 
ly away to Hannah Blay again. When he < j 
there, and had informed her what he had done, I 
cunning Slut, who was harden’d in Wicked 
would fain have had the Money from him $ bu 
would part with no more than Half a Crown, w 
having given her, he went away without the 
Remorfe for what he had done. 

But he had not gone very far, when meeting 
a Stile, he fat him down thereon to reft himfdf, 
than began to reflect on the horrid Deed he had 
petrated, and to cry out to himfelf, Lord , what . \ 

I done ! wifhing that he coukl have recalled H 
fatal Blows, even at the Price of ten thou 
Worlds, if fo many had been in his Power. , 
this, he was in fo much Horror and dread of IV 
that he flirred not a Step, but he thought everv 
he met, came to apprehend him. 

That Night he reach’d Greenwich , where he 
up his Lodging, telling the People of the Houf 
was going to Grave fend ; but being got to Be 
could not fleep f through the T-'.ror of a g 
Confcience, but got up again, and walked ; 
the Room for fcveral Hours. Next Morning 
Miitrefs of the Houfe, perceiving he had a" 
Quantity of Money in a Bag not fealed up, beg 
examine him about it, doubting he came not 
honeftly. Hereupon, to avoid her juil Sufpicio: 
told her. He was carrying it down to Grav 
to his Maffer , who was a Wive -Cooper i and 
on London-Bndge ; and that if fhe would u 
lieve him, floe cnighi fend tj his Miff refs f *■ 
the mean Time he. would leave the Money 
Hands. 
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was agreed upon, and accordingly he wrote thereupon, was heard to fay to Um : iC Others 
d\ote him fell' to his pretended Miftrefs, which was “ have made you drunk To-day, but I will make 
"*-«,vbe carried by tome People, who were then going <k thee drunk To-morrow. He lamented this Back- 
1 London , whilil he went his Way, wandering to- “ Jllding gricvoufly, but /aid. That it was not the 
vrds Woolwich, where he was in the Ship-Tardy “ Quantity he had drank, which was much lefs than 
iich about the Time the Hue-and-Cry came to “ he was able to drink at other Times, without be- 
iecnwich of a Murder committed at Ratclff-Crofs “ ing in the leall diforder’d ; but it was fomething 
i a Youth, upon a Maid, who was his Fellow-Ser- “ they had infufed into his Liquor to intoxicate his 

S it;* and that he had alio robb’d his Mailer of a <f Senfes.” Which made him ever afterwards very 
g of Money. cautious and fearful of drinking in their Company. 

Upon this News the Miflrefs of the Houfe, where After he had received Sentence of Death, he was 
; lay, prefently concluded, that it was the fame again vifited by Mr. Baker ; and the Saturday be- 
iuth who had lodg’d there, and that the Bag he fore his Execution was again with him, when Savage 
J left with her was that whereof he had robb’d his Laid to him, taking him by the Hand, <k Oh ! my 
liter. Hereupon, ihe immediately difpatch’d fe- “ dear Friend, come hither : Then opening bis Coffin, 

\ al Men in Search of him, who found him a-fleep (( look here, continued he, this is the Ship wherein i 
an Alehoufe, with his Head upon a Table, and a “ muit launch out into the Oceap of Eternity : Is it 
t of Beer by him. Upon this, one of the Men “ not a terrible Thing to fee one’s own Coffin and 

I j ling him by his Name, faid. Tow, Did not you “ Burial Cloaths, when ac the fame Time (as to 
. •£ at Ratcliff? He anfwer’d, Yes, And did not you “ my Bodily Health) I am every Whit as well a* 
rder your Fellow-Servant. He anfwer’d likewife <( you?” 

the Affirmative. And you took fo much Mo?iey from On the Sunday , expecting to be executed next Day, 

1 :r Majler ? He acknowledg’d all. Then , continued he deiirkj to be alone, and Ipentit in Prayer, and o- 
| , you muft go along with us. To which he replied, ther religious Duties. Next ?v / lorning the Sheriff’s 
s, with all my Heart. Accordingly they went Men and Cart came for him, but the Sheriff of Mid- 
rhwitli to Greenwich, to the Houfe where he had dlefex not having Notice, it was deferred till if r ed- 
n the Night before. nrfday, when looking upon his Cloaths that he had 

By that Time he got thither, his Mailer and fome put on to die in, he faid. What , have 1 got on my 
iends were arriv’d there likewife, who exaggerated dying Cloaths? Dying Cdoaths , did l fay?" They arc 
him the Barbarity of the Faft, wherewith he was my living Cloaths , the Cloaths out of 'which I fiall 
t much affetted at firll, though a little after he go into eternal Glory : They are the beff Cloaths 
rft out into Tears : From thence he was carried that ever 1 put on, 

:k to Ratcliff, and had before a Jullice of Peace, Being brought to the Place of Execution at Rat- 
io committed him to Newgate. clff-Crofs 9 he made a fhort Speech, wherein he ex- 

Being now in fafe Cuilody, he was vifited by one horted People, both old and young, To take Warn- 
r. Baker , to whom, after fome little Acquaintance, ing by his untimely End , hove they offended againfl 
gave the foregoing Account ; and he found him at the Laws of God and Man. After which, having faid 
It but little fenfible of the Heinoufnefs of the Crime a very pathetick Prayer, and breath’d forth fuch pious 
had committed. But the next Time, afking him Ejaculations, as drew Tears from the Eyes of the 
aether he was forry for the Fadt, he anfwer’d with Beholders he was turn’d off the Cart, and ftruggt’d 
ears in his Eyes, wringing his Hands, and linking for a while, heaving up his Body : Which a young 
5 Bread:, “ Yes, Sir; for it cuts me to the Heart Man, his Friend, perceiving, he llrnck him ieveral 
to think that I ffiould takeaway the Life of an in- Blows upon his Bread with all his Strength, to put 
r.ocent Creature ; and that is not all, but for any him out of his Pain, till no Motion could be perceiv- 
Thing I know, I have fent her Soul to Hell, ed in him ; wherefore after he had hung a confider- 
Oh ! how can I think of appearing before God’s able Time, and was to all Appearance dead, the 
Tribunal, when Ihe fhall itand before me, and People moving a Way, the Sheriff ordered him to 
fay, Lord, this Wretch took away my Life, and be cut down: When being received into the Arms 
gave me not the lead Time to confider of the State of fome of his Friends, he was convey’d into a Houfe 
of my Soul, that fo I might have repented of my not far from the Place of Execution. There being 
Sins, and have turned to thee ; he gave me no laid upon a Table, he began, to the Ailonifhment 
Warning at all. Lord. Oh ! then. What will of the Beholders, to breath, and rattle in the Throat, 

: become of me.” . fo that it was evident Life was whole in him. Hert- 

He was then vifited by Mr. Robert Frankly?!, Mr. upon he was carry’d from thence to a Bed in the fame 
'homas Yince?it, Mr. Thomas Doolittle , and Mr. Houfe, where he breath’d more drongly, and open- 
‘ames Janeway , who afk’d him, If he was the ed his Eyes and Mouth, though his Teeth were ft t 
'erfon that murder d the Maid at Ratcliff? To which before, and he offer’d to fpeak but could not recover 
e anfwer’d, Yes. Hereupon they endeavoured to the Ufe of his Tongue. 

-t the Sin hone upon his Confidence, telling him the However, his Reviving being blaz’d abroad within 
)anger he was in, not only of a Temporal, but of an Hour, the Sheriff* Officers came to the Houfe 
n eternal Death, without true Repentance, and a where he was, and carrying him back to the Place 
>ncere and irrong Faith. of Execution, hung him up again till he he was really 

^ The Day that he went down to the Seffions, hi) dead : After which his Body was carried by his 
‘ellow-Prifoners gave him fomething to drink, which mourning Friends to Ifington , and buried OB, her 2?. 
cry much disorder'd him ; and Hannah Blay, whom 1668. being feventecu Years of Age. 
i€ had accufed, and who was taken into Cuffody 
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The LIEE of Colonel JACK. 


I N this Account of the Life of Colonel Jack , as 
written by himfelf, there is Room for juft and 
copious Obfervations on the Blellings and Advan- 
tages of a fober and a well-govern’d Education, and 
the Ruins of many thoufands of Youths of all Kinds 
for want of it : Alfo how much Publick-Schools and 
Charities might be improv'd to prevent the Deftruc- 
tion of fo many unhappy Children, as in this City 
are every Year bred up for the Gallows. The mi . 
ferable Condition of unfortunate Children, many of 
whofe natural Tempers are docible, and would lead 
them to learn the beft Things rather than the word, 
are truly deplorable, and is abundantly feen in the 
Hiltory of this Man’s Childhood, where though Cir- 
cumftances form’d him by Neceflity to be a Thief, 
a ftrange Reftitude of Principles remain’d with him, 
and made him early abhor the worft Part of his 
Trade, and at laft wholly leave it off. If he had 
come into the World with the Advantages of Edu- 
cation, and been well-inftrufted how to improve the 
generous Principles he had in him, what a Man might 
he not have been ? 

The various Turns of his Fortune in the World, 
make a delightful Field for the Reader to wander in. 
Every wicked Reader will be here encouraged to 
a Change, and it will appear, that the belt and on- 
ly good End of a wicked mifspent Life is Repentance. 
While thefe Things and fuch as thefe are the End 
and Defigns of the Undertakers of this prefent Book, 
I think ho Apology need be made for any fingle Life, 
No, nor for the whole, if difeouraging every Thing 
that is evil, and encouraging every Thing which is 
virtuous and good : I fay, if thefe appear to be the 
Scope and Defign of publifhing fuch Stories, no Ob • 
jeftion can be againft it, neither is it of the lead 
Moment to inquire whether the Colonel hath told 
his own Story true or not. If he has made it a Hif- 
tory, or a Parable, it will be equally ufeful and ca- 
pable of doing good, and in that it recommends it- 
felf without any further Introduction. 

Seeing my Life has beea fuch a Chequer-Work 
of Nature, and that I am able now to look back up- 
on it, from a fafer Diitance, than is ordinary to the 
Fate of the Clan, to which I once belong’d, 1 think 
my Hiltory may find a Place in the World, as well as 
fome, who I fee are every Day read with PJeafure, 
though they have in them nothing fo diverting or 
Intruding, as I believe mine will appear to be. 

My Original may be as high as any Bodies, for 
ought I know ; for my Mother kept very good Com- 
pany; but that Part belongs to her Story more than 
to mine : All I know of it js by oral Tradition thus : 
My. Nurfe told me my Mother was a Gentlewoman ; 
that my Father was a Man of Quality, and fhe (my 
Nurfe) had a good Piece of Money given her to take 
me off his Hands, and deliver him and my Mother 
from the Importunities that ufually attend the Mif- 
fortune of having a Child to keep that fhould not be 
feen or heard of. 


My Father, it teems, gave my Nurfe fonieftg 
more than was agreed for, at my Mother’s Reqi f 
upon her folemn Promife, that fhe would uie k 
well, and let me be put to School ; and charged l 1 
that if I lived to come to any Bignefs, capable to ’ 
deritand the Meaning of it, fhe fhould always t p 
Care to bid me remember, that I was a Gentlem ; 
and this, he faid, was all the Education he wcj 
defire of her for me ; for he did not doubt, but 1 1 
fome Time or other, the very Hint would infpire w 
with Thoughts fuitable to my Birth; and thalfj 
would certainly aft like a Gentleman, if I belie 
myfelf to be fo. 

But my Difnfters were not direfted to endasftil 
as they began ; ’tis very feldom that the unfortur : I 
are fo but for a Day, as the Great rife by Degi jfl 
of Greatnefs to the Pitch of Glory in which they fhi Q 
fo the miferable fink to the Depth of their Miferyl 
a continued Series of Difafters, and are long in I 
Tortures and Agonies of their diftrefTed CircumftB 
ces before a Turn of Fortune, if ever fuch a Thl 
happens to them, gives them a Profpeft of Deli K 
ranee. 

My Nurfe was as honeft to the Engagement H 
had enter’d into, as could be expefted fromoncH 
her Employment ; and particularly as honeft as. H 
Circumitances would give her Leave to be ; for I 
bred me up very carefully with her own Son, s i 
with another Son of Shame, like me, who fhe 1 I 
taken upon the fame Terms. 

My Name was John, as fhe told me ; but neitl I 
fhe nor I knew any Thing of a Sirname that belor 41 
ed to me ; fo that I was left to call myfelf Mr. a 4 
Thing what I pleafed, as Fortune and better C 1 
cumltances fhould give Occafion. It happen’d, tl I 
her own Son, (for fhe had a little Boy about cl 
Year older than I) was called John too, and abc 1 
two Years after, fhe took another Son of Shame, I 
I call’d it above, to keep, as fhe did me, and il 
Name was John too. But my Nurfe, who may I 
allow’d to riiftinguifh her own Son a little from t 
reft, would have him call’d Captain, becaufe forfoc ( 
he was the Eldeft. 

I was provok’d at having this Boy called Captai - 
and cried and told my Nurie I would be called Call 
tain ; for fhe told me I was a Gentleman, and U 
would be a Captain, that I would. The good Wh 
man, to keep the Peace, told me. Ay, ay, I warl 
Gentleman, and therefore I foottld he above a Calm 
tain , for I Jhould be a Colonel , and that was a £r?.H 
Deal better than a Captain : For, my Dear , fa ll 
fhe, every Tarpawlin, if he gets hut to he Lieutena I 
of a F refs •Smack , is codied Captain ; but Colonels a f I 
Soldiers, and none but Gentlemen are ever made Co/lp 
nels : Befdcs y fays fhe, I have known Colonels cor\ I 
to he Lords , and Generals, though they were BaftarJ^ 
at firjl ; and therefore yon fhall he called Colont ■ 
\\ ell I was hufh’d indeed, with this for the prefen * 
but not thoroughly pleafed, till a little while afte 
I heard her tell her own Boy, that I was a Gentleman 
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id therefore he mull call me Colonel ; at which 
:r Boy fell a Crying, and he would be called Colo- 

I too ; fo then I was fatisfy’d that it was above a 
\ptain. So univerfally is Ambition feated in the 
inds of Men, that not a Beggar Boy, but lias his 
are of it. Before I tell you much more of our 

I Dry, it would be very proper to give fomething of 
r feveral Characters, as I have gather’d them up 
my Memory, as far back as I can recover Things 
i her of myfelf, or my Brother Jacks , and the/ 

II be brief and Impartial. 

Capt. Jack , the Eldeft of us all by a whole Year, 

\s a fquat, big, ftrong made Boy, and promifed to 
i ilout when grown up to be a Man, but not tall, 

I- was an original Rogue; for he would do the 
/ left and moll villainous Things even by his own 
Hination; he had no Tafte or Scnfe of being ho- 
1 t, no not even to his Brother Rogues, which is 
v it ocher Thieves make a Point of Honour of ; I 
r in that of being honelt to one another. 

tfajor Jack was a merry, facetious, pleafant Boy, 
a had fomething of a Gentleman in him : He had 
a -ue manly Courage, fear’d nothing, and yet, if he 
h the Advantage, was the moil compalfionate Crea- 
te alive, and wanted nothing but Honefty to have 
n lehim an excellent Man. He had learnt to write 
ai read very well, as you will find in the Procefs of 
tl Story. 

| .s to myfelf, I pafs’d among my Comrades for a 
6 refolute Boy ; but I had a different Opinion of 
ir “If; and therefore ftiun’d fighting as much as 
I uld. I was wary and dexterous at my Trade, 
ac was not fo often catehed as my Fellow-Rogues. 

I an while -I was a Boy, and never after I came to 
bt Man, no not once for twenty fix Years, being 
fo d in the Trade, and Hill unhang’d. 

• was aim oft ten Years old, the Captain eleven, young Woman's Picket, juft as aFellow offered to pick 

in the Major eight, when our good old Nurfe died, her up. N. B. She tr.ifs'd her Purfe prefent- 

Et Husband was drown’d a little before in the GIou- h ; hut rot feeing the Thief charged ‘the Man with it 
tcy Frigate, which was call away going to Scot - that would have picked her up, and cried out, A Pick-, 
la ' with the Duke of fork, in the Reign of King pocket ! and he fell into the Hands of the Mob, hut 
O.des II. and the honell Woman dying very poor being known in the Street , he got off with .great Dif- 
thParilh was obliged to bury her. The good Wo- ficulty . v 

4. A Knife and Fork that a Couple of Boys hadjufl 
bought , and were going Home with ; the young Rogue 
that took it within a Minute after the Boy had put 
it into his Pocket. 

y A little Silver- Box with Seven Shillings in it, 
all in final! Silver I d, 2 d, 3 d, 4 d. Pieces, 
b. Two Silk Handkerchiefs. 

7. A Jointed Baby , and a little Looking-Gla fs,floln 
off a Toy-Seller's Stall in the Fair . 

AH this Cargo to be brought Home clear in one 
Afternoon, or Evening rather, and by only two little 
Rogues, fo young, was, it mull be confefled extra- 
ordinary ; and the Major was elevated the next Day 
to a ii range Degree ; for he came to me very e;u- 
ly, and called me out into a mrrow Lane, and ihew- 
ed me almoii Jus little hand full cf Money. I was 
iurpriz'd at the bight, when he puts it up again, 
and bringing his Handout, Here , fays h e,youfhall 
have Jbme of it, and gives me a Six: Pence and a 
Shilling’s worth of the Imall Silver Pieces. This was 
very welcome to me, who never had a Shilling of 
Money together before in all my Life, that I could 
call iny own. 1 was very earned to know how lie 
came by this Wealth ; he quickly told me the Story ; 
and that he had for his Share Seven Shillings and 
Six-pence in Money, the Silver-Thimble, and a 
Silk -1 i.mdkerchief. 

We went to Rag Fai >■, and bought each of us, a 
pair ot Shoes and Stockings, and aftci wards went 
to a Boding Cooks in Rofe/na ry- Lane, where we treat- 
ed 


tu being dead, we were turned loofeto the World, 
tabling about all three together, and the People in 
Rimary-Lane and Ratcliff e y knowing us pretty 
W(. we got Victuals eafy enough ; as for Lodging, 
fray in the Summer-Time on Bulk-Heads and at 
Sh)-doors, as for Bed, we knew nothing what be- 
lo’d to it for many Years after mv Nurie died; but 
n Winter got into the Alh-Holes, and Nealing-Ar- 
th in the Glafs-Houfes, where we were accompa- 
ni< by feveral Youngfters like ourfelves; fome of 
wi m perfuaded the Captain to go a kidd-napping 
M them, a Trade at that Time much followed: 
thGang ufed to catch Children in the Evening, 
fto their Mouths, and carry them to fuch Houfes, 
yl e they had Rogues ready to receive them, who 
pit hem on Board Ships bound to Virginia , and 
w )Ji they arrived there, they were fold. This 
wiled Gang were at lall taken, and fent to AViv- 
; and Capt. Jack , among the reft, though he 
iot then muen above thirteen Years old, and 
5 but a Lad was ordered to be three limes 
' v ! ped at Bridewell, the Recorder telling him, it 
wa] lone in order to keep him from the Gallows: 
lid what we could to comfort him ; but he was 
ged fo feverely, that he lay fick for a good 
; but as foon as he regain’d his Liberty, he 
to his old Gang, and kept among them as long 
it Trade lafted for it ceafed a few Years alter- 
s. 

, ie Major and I, though very young, had fenfi- 
• ^reflion^jftade on us for fome Time bv tne 


fevere UTage of the Captain', but it was within the 
Year, that the Major, a good -condition’d eafy Body 
was wheedled away by a Couple of young Rogues to 
take a Walk with them. The Gentlemen were very 
well matched for the oldell of them was not above 
fourteen, the Bufmefs was to go to Bartbolo>new- 
Fair , and the End of. going theie was to pick Poc- 
kets. 

The Major knew nothing of the Trade, and there- 
fore was to do nothing, but they promifed him a 
lhare with them, for all that, as if he had been as 
expert as themfelves ; fo away they went. The two 
dexterous Rogues managed it fo well, that by about 
eight o’Clock at Night, they came back to our 
dully Quarters at the Glafs-Houfe, and fitting them 
down in a Corner, they began to fihare their Spoil 
by the Light of the Glafs-Houfe Fire : The Major 
Jugg’d out the Goods, for as fait as they made any 
Purchafe, they unloaded themfelves, and gave all to 
him, that if they had been taken, nothing might be 
found about them. It was a Devilifh lucky Day 
to them ; the Devil certainly afliiling them to find 
their Prey, that he might draw in a young Gamefter, 
and encourage him to the Undertaking, who had 
been made backward before by the Misfortune of the 
Captain. The Lift of their Purchafe the firft Night 
was as follows : 

1 . A white Handerkerchief from a Country Wench, 
as fhe was flaring up at a Jack- Pudding : There was 
three Shillings and Six-Pence , and a Row of Pins 
tied up in one End of it. 

2. A coloured Handkerchief out of a young Country 
Fellow's Pocket, .as be was buying a China Orange. 

3. A Ribband- Purfe, with eleven Shillings and 
three Pence , and a Silver Thimble in it, out of a 
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cd ourfeK'ts nobly ; for we had boil’d Beef, Pudding, 
.< Penny- Brick, and a Pint of Strong- Beer, which 
coil us Seven Pence in all. That Night the Major 
triumph'd in our new Enjoyment, and flept in the 
ufual Phc£, with an undifturb'd Repofe: The next 
Dty the Major and his Comrades went abroad again, 
and were ftill fuccefsful, nor did any Difafter attend 
them for many Months ; and by frequent Imitation 
rind Direction, Major Jack became as dexterous a 
Pick-Pocket as any of them, and went through a 
long Variety of Fortune, too long to enter upon now, 
becaufe 1 am haft’ning to my own Story, which at 
prefent is the main Thing I have to fet down. 

Overcome by the Perfuafions of the Major, I en- 
ter'd my fe If into his Society, and went down to 
Billinfgate with one of them, which was crouded 
with Mailers of Coal-Ships, Fifh-Mongers, and Oy- 
ilef-Women. It was the firft of thefe People my 
Comrade had his Eye upon : So he gives me my 
Orders, which was thus: Go you , fays he, into all 
the Ale- Houfe s as we go along , and objerve where any 
People are telling of Money , and when you find any , 
come and tell me. So he Hood at the Door, and I 
went into the Houfes. As the Collier-Mailers gene- 
rally fell their Coals at the Gate, as they call it ; 
fo they generally receive their Money in thofe Ale- 
Houfes, and it was not long before I brought him 
Word of feveral : Upon this, he went in and made 
his Obfervations ; but found nothing to his Purpofe. 
At length I brought Word, that there was a Man 
in fuch a Houfe, who had received a great Deal of 
Money of fomebody, I believed, of feveral People ; 
and that it lay all upon the Table in Heaps, and he 
was very bufy writing down the Sums, and putting 
it up in feveral Bags : Is he , fays he, TU warrant 
him f 1 will have Jome of it ; and in he goes, walks 
*p and down the Houfe, which had feveral open 
Tables and Boxes in it, and liften'd to hear, if he 
could learn what the Man's Name was, and he 
heard fomebody call him Cullum , or fome fuch 
Name, then he watches his Opportunity, and fteps 
up to him, and tells him a long Story, That there 
was two Gentlemen at the Gun-Tavern fient him to 
enquire for him 9 and to tell him y they defired to fpeak 
with him. 

The Collier-Mafter had got his Money before him 
juft as I had told him, and had two or three fmall 
Payments of Money, which he had put up in little 
black dirty Bags, and laid by themfelves ; and as it 
was hardly broad Day, he found Means in delivering 
his Meflage, to lay his Hand upon one of thofe Bags, 
and carry it off perfe&ly undifeover’d. When he 
had got it, he came out to me, who ftood but at 
the Door, and pulling me by the Sleeve, Run , 
Jack, fays he,/^ our Lives ; and away he fcours, 
and I after him, never refting, or fcarce looking a 
bout me, till we got quite into Moorfields. But not 
thinking ourfelves fafe there, we run on till we got 
into the Fields, and finding a By-place, we fat down, 
and he pulls out the Bag, Thou are a lucky Boy 
jack, fays he, thou defervefl a good Share of this 
Job , truly ; for * tis all along of thy lucky News ; 
So he pours it all out into my Hat ; for, as I toJd 
you I now wore a Hat. 

How he did to whip away fuch a Bag from any 
Man who was awake and in his Senfes, I can’t tell : 
There was about feventeen or eighteen Pound in the 
Bag, and he parted the Money, giving me one Third, 
with which I was very well contented. As we were 
now fo rich, he would not let me lie any longer about 
the Glafs-Houfe, or go naked and ragged as I had 
done ; but obliged me to buy two Shirts, aWaiftcoat, 
,nnd a Great-Coat ; for a Great-Coat was more pro- 
per for our Bufinefs than any other. So I doathed 
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myfelf, as he direfted, and we lodged together 
a little Garret. 

Soon after this, we walk’d out again, and then w 
tried our Fontune in the Places by the Exchange 
fecond Time. Here we began to att feparately, aj 
I undertook to walk by myfelf, and the firil Thii 
I did accurately, was a Trick I play’d that argu 
fome Skill for a new Beginner ; for I had never fe 
any Bufinefs of that kind done before, I faw tv 
Gentlemen mighty eager in Talk, and one pull 
out a Pocket-Book two or three Times, and th 
dipt it into his Coat -Pocket again, and then c 
came again* and Papers were taken out, and oth 
put in, and then in it went again ; and fo feve 
Times, the Man being ilill warmly engaged w 
another Man, and two or three others ilanding h; 
by them the laft Time he put his Pocket Book 
to his Pocket with his Hand, and the Book lay Ei 
Way, refting upon fome other Book, or fometh ; 
elfein his Pocket; fo that it did not go quit do\ 
but one Corner of it was feen above his Pod . 
When feeing the Book pafs and repafs, 1 bruf l 
fmocthly, but clofely by the Man, and took it cl t 
away, and went directly into Moorfields , wl * 
my Fellow Rogue was to meet me. It was t 
long before he came : I had no Occafion to tell i 
my Succefs ; for he had heard of the A&ion am \ 
the Crowd. We fearched the Book, and found - 
veral Goldfmith’s and other Notes ; but the be f 
the Booty was in one of the Folds of the Covt f 
the Book : There was a Paper full of loofe Diamo i. 
The Man, as we underftood afterwards, was a J , 
and dealt in thofe glittering Commodities. 

We agreed that Will (which was my Comr* % 
Name) fhould return to the Change to hear i it 
News was ftirring, and there he heard of a Re' d 
of one hundred Pound for returning the Thi L 
The next Day he went to the Gentleman, and d 
him he had got fome Scent of his Book, and the *• ; 
fon who took it, and who, he believed, would! 
ftore it, for the fake of the Reward, provide* le 
was afTure(J be friould not be punilh’d for ic 
Faft. After many Preliminaries, it was conch J, 
that Hill fhould bring the* Book, and the Thing d 
in it, and receive the Reward, which on the t d 
Day, he did, and faithfully paid me my Share * t. 

Not long after this, it fell out, we wereftreig 
about in Smithfield on a Friday: There happ 2U 
to be an old Country Gentleman in the Market, fi- 
ling fome very large Bullocks ; it feems they < « 
out of Sufiex , for we heard him fay, there -K ; 
no fuch Bullocks in the whole County of Six. 
His Worfhip, for fo they call’d him, had reotd 
the Money for thefe Bullocks at a Tavern, v)ie • 
Sign I have forgot now, and having fome ofi ia 
Bag, and the Bag in his Hand, he was taken wi a 
fudden Fit of Coughing, and ftands to Cough, f 
ing his Hand with the Bag of Money in it, up a 
Bulk-Head of a Shop, juft by the Clofter-Gaf in 
Smithfield, that is to fay, within three or four I Jts 
of it : We were both juft behind him, fays // to 
me. Stand t'eady : Upon this, he makes an art id 
Stumble, and fells with his Head juft againl 
old Gentleman in the very Moment when heras 
coughing ready to be ftrangl'd and quite fperlor 
want of Breath. 

The Violence of the Blow, beat the old G to- 
man quite down ; the Bag of Money did not ii w*. 
diately [fly out of his Hand, but 1 ran to get ho! ol 
it, and gave it a quick Snatch, pulled it clean aty, , 
and run like the Wind down the Clofier with i ^ 

I got to our old Rendezvous. Will in the ^ 
Time, fell down with the old Gentleman, but»°A 
got up. The old Knight, for fuch, it feems hejP J . 
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.vas frighted with the Fall and his Breath fo flopp'd 
suh his Cough, that he could not recover himfelf 
oipeak 'till fome Time, during which nimble lVill y 
vas got up again, and walk'd off ; nor could he call 
nit Hop Thief, or tell any Body he had loft any 
Thing ror a good while ; but coughing vehemently 
ill lie was almoft black in the Face, he at lad 
nought it out, The Rogues has got away my Bag 
f Money. 

All this while the People underflood nothing of 
he Matter ; and as for the Rogues indeed, they 
i iad Time enough to get clear away, and in about 
n Hour, IV ill came to the Rendezvous ; there we 
x down on the Grafs again, and turned out the Mo- 
ev, which proved to be eight Guineas, and five 
’ounds eight Shillings in Silver : This we (hir’d up* 
n the Spot, and went to work the fame Day for 
lore ; but whether it was that being flufh'd with 
ur Succefs, we were not fo vigilant, or that ro other 
)pportunity offer’d, I know not, but we got no- 
ling more that Night, nor fo much as any Thing 
ffer’d itfelf for an Attempt. 

The next Adventure was in the Dusk of the Even- 
ig, in a Court which goes out of Grace-Church - 
treet into Lombard- Street , where the Quaker's 
• • Leting-houfe is, there was a young Fellow'," w ho, 
s we learn'd afterwards, was a Woollen- Draper's 
Lpprentice in Grace-Church Street , it feeriis hejiad 

J een receiving a Sum of Money, which was very 
wfiderable, and he comes to a Goldfmiths in Lorn - 
ird-S treet with it, paid in the mod of it there, in- 
imuch that it grew Dark ; and the Goldfmith be- 
an to be (hutting in the Shop, and Candles to be 

i ghted, we watched him in there, and flood on the 
ther fide of the Way, to fee what he did, when he 
aid in all the Money he intended, he flayed a lit- 
ttle longer to take Notes for what he had paid, 
it lad he comes out of the Shop with dill a pretty 
irge Bag under his Arm, and walks over into the 
lourt, which was then very dark, in the middle of 
ae Court is a boarded Entry, and at the End of it 
Threfhold, and as foon as he had fet his Foot over 
ae Threfhold, he was to turn on his Left Hand in- 
) Grace-Church Street. 

Keep up , fays Will to me, be nimble , and as foon as 
£ had faid fo, he flies at the young Man, and gives 
.im fuch a violent Thrud, that pufhed him forward 
vith too great a Force for him to dand ; and as lie 
Irove to recover the Threfhold, took hold of his 
'eet, and he fell forward. I flood ready, and pre- 
ently fell out the Bug of Money, which 1 heard fall, 
or it flew out of his Hand, I went forward with 
he Money, and Will finding I had it, run backward. 
\nd as I made along Fenchureh-ftreet overtook me, 
ind we fcoured Home together. The poor young 
VLn was hurt a little with the Fall, and reported to 
ns Mailer is we J.eard afterwards, that he was knock- 
ed down : His Mailer was glad the red of the Money 
, xas paid in to Che B inker, and made no great Noife 
it the Lofs, only cautioned his Apprentice to avoid 
uch dark Places for the Future. 

This Booty amounted to 14 1 . iSs. apiece, and ad - 
jed extremely to my Store ; which began to grow 
*°o big for my management ; but Hill I was at a 
Lofs with whom to trull it. A little after this, 
Will brought me into the Company of two more 
- oung fellows ; we met at the Lower part of Gray's - 
Inn Lane , about an Hour before Sun-iet, and went 
put into the Fields, towards a Place called the Pin- 
iar of IKakefeld, where are abundance of Brick - 
Hills; here it was agreed to fpread from the Field 
to the Road-way, all the Wav towards Pan- 
yafs Church, to obferve any Chance Game, which, 
l > the\ called it, they might (hoot Flying. Upon 


the Path within the Bank on the fide of the Road go- 
ing towards Kentifh Town, two of our Gang, Will, 
and one of the other met a Angle Gentleman, walk- 
ing apace towards the Town, being almolt Dark, 
Will Cryed, Mark , ho , which, it feems was the 
Word at which we were all to Hand dill at a Diflance, 
come in if he wanted Help, and give a Signal if any 
thing appeared that was Dangerous. 

IF ill Heps up to the Gentleman, Hops him, and 
put the Quell ion, that is. Sir, your Money ; the Gen- 
tleman feeing he was alone, flruck at him with his 
Cane, but Will a nimble llrong Fellow, flew in upon 
him, and with Strugling got him down, then lie beg- 
ged for his Life. Will having told him with an Oath, 
that he would cut his Throat in that Moment. While 
t lis was doing, comes a Hackney Coach along the 
Road, and the fouin Man who was that Way cries 
Mark, ho, he wh.ch was to intimate that it was a 
Prize, not a Surprize, and accordingly the next Man 
went up to 2 (lift him, where they Hop’d the Coach, 
which had a Doctor of Phyllck, and a Surgeon in it, 
who had been to vifit fome confiderable Patient, and 
I fuppofe had confiderable Fees ; for here they got 
two gold Purfes, one with ti or 12 Guineas, the o- 
ther Six, with fome pocket Money, two Watches, 
one Diamond Ring, and the Surgeon’s Plaifter Box, 
which was mofl of it full of filver Inflruments. 

While they were at this Work, Will kept the Man 
down, who was under him, and tho’ he promis’d 
not to kill him, unlefs he offered to make a Noife, 
yet he would not let him llir, till he heard the Noife, 
of the Coach going on again, by which he knew the 
Jobb was over on that fide. Then he carried him 
a little out of the Way, ty'd his Hands behind him, 
and bid him lie Hill and make no Noife, and he 
would come back in halfan Hour, and untie him upon 
his Word, but if he cry 'd out he would come back 
and kill him. The poor Man promis’d to lie flill and 
make no Noife, and did fo, and had not above 1 is. 
6d. in his Pocket, which Will took, and came back 
to the red ; but ivhile they were together, I who 
was on the fide of the Pindar of Wakefield, cry’d 
Mark, ho, too. 

What I faw was a couple of poor Women, one a 
kind ofaNurfe, and the other a Maid-Servant, go- 
ing for Kent if? Town. As Will knew I was but 
young at the Work, he came flying to me, and fee- 
ing how eafy a Bargain it was, he faid Go Col. fall 
to work. I went up to them, and fpeaking to 
the Elderly Woman, Nurfe faid I don’t be in fuch 
hade, I want to fpeak with you, at which they 
both Hopp’d, and looked a little frighted, don’t be 
frighted Sweet -heart faid I to the Maid, a little of 
that Money in the Eottom of your Pocket, will make 
all eafy, and I’ll do you no harm ; by this Time 
Will came up to us, for they did not fee him before, 
then they began to feream out, hold fays I, make no 
Noife, unlefs you have a Mind to force u> to Mur- 
theryou whether we will or no, give me your Mo- 
ney prefently, and make no Wordsr, and we (han’t 
hurt you. Upon this the poor Maid pull’d out 9 s. 
6d. and the old Woman a Guinea and a Shilling, 
crying heartily for her Money, and faid it was all 
fhe had in the World ; well we took it for all that, 
tho’ it made my Heart Bleed to fee what Agony the 
poor Woman was in at parting with it ; and I ask'd 
her where fhe lived, fhe faid her Name was Smith , 
and fhe lived at Kentifh Town, I faid nothing to her, 
but bid them go on about their Bufmefs ; and I 
gave Will, the Money ; fo in a few Minutes we 
were all together again ; fays one of the other Rogues 
come this is well enough for one Road, it’s time to 
be gone. So we jog’d away, eroding thi Field out 
of cue Path towards 'Tottenham ■ Court ; but hold favs 
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Will, I mutt go rnd untie the ManD— — m him, fays 
one of them, !ct him lye, no fays Will I wont be 
worfc then my Word. I will untye him. So he went 
to the Place, but the Man was gone ; either he had 
untied himfelf, ‘or fomc-Eody had patted by, and 
lie had called for Help, and fo was untied, for he 
could not find h ; m, nor make him Hear, tho’ he ven- 
tured to call twice for him aloud. 

This made us haften away the fatter, and getting 
into Tottenham Court Road, they thought it was a 
little too near, fo they made into the Town at St. 
Giles's rnd c rotting to Piccadilly went to Hyde- 
Park Gate ; here they ventured to rob another Coach 
that is to fay, one of the two other Rogues and 
Pf V//, did it hctween the Park Gate and Knight s- 
h ridge ; there was in it only a Gendeman and a 
Whore that he had pick’d up it feems at the Spring- 
Garden a little farther, they took the Gentleman’s 
Money, and his Watch, and his filver hiked Sword ; 
but when they came to the Slut, fhe damn’d them 
and eurfed them for robbing the Gentleman of his 
Money, and leaving him none for her; as for her- 
felf fhe had not one Sixpenny-piece about her, tho’ 
fhe was indeed well enough drefied too. Having 
made this Adventure, we parted, and went each 
Man to his Lodging. 

Two Days after' this,' Will came to my Lodging, 
for I had now got a Room by Myfelf, and appoint- 
ed me to meet him the next Evening at fuch a 
Place . 1 I went, but to my great Satisfaction mifs’d 
him ; but met with the Gang at another Place, who 
had committed a notorious Robbery near Hounfow ; 
where they wounded a Gentleman’s Gardener, fo 
that I think he died, and robbed the Houfe of a 
very eonfiderable Sum of Money and Plate. This, 
however, was not fo clean carried, but the Neigh- 
bours were alarm’d, the Rogues purfued, and being 
at London with the Booty, one of them was taken ; 
but Will being a dextrous Fellow made his Efcapc 
with the Money and Plate. He knew nothing that 
one of his Comrades were taken, and that they 
were all fo clofely purfued that every one was ob- 
liged to fbift for himfelf. He happened to come 
in the Evening, as good Luck then directed him. 
Juft after Search had been made for him by the 
Conflables, his Companion who was taken, having 
upon promife of Favour, and to fave himfelf from 
the Gallows, Difcovercd his Confederates ; and Will 
among the reft, as the Principal Party in the whole 
undertaking, he got Notice of it, and left all his 
Booty at my Lodging, hiding it in an old Coat that 
lay under my Bed, leaving Word he had been there, 
and had left the Coat that he borrowed of me, under 
my Bed. I knew not what to make of it, but went 
up Stairs, and finding the Parcel, was Su rprized to 
fee wrapped up in it, above a hur.died Pounds in 
Plate and Money, and heard nothing of Brother IPilf 
as he called himfelf, for three or four Days, when we 
fold the Place after the Rate of tsvo Shillings per 
Ounce, to a Pawn-Broker near Cloth-Fair. 

About two Days afterwards, going upon the 
Strole, who fhould I meet but my former Brother 
Captain Jack ? When he faw me, he came clofe to 
me in his blunt Way, and fays. Do you hear the Ken. vs 
I afked him, IF hat News} He told me, My old Com - 
rade and Teacher was taken , and that Morning car- 
ried to Newgate ; that he was charged with a Rob- 
bery and Murder , committed fomewbere beyond Brent- 
ford ; and that the worft was , he was impeached. I 
thanked him for his Information, and for that Time 
parted ; but was the very next Morning furpriz’d, 
when going crofs Rag-Fair , 1 heard one call Jack ? 
I look’d behind me, and immediately faw three Men, 
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and after^them a Conftable, coming towards n. 
with grearFury, I was in a great Surprize, ai 
ftarted to run ; but one of them clapped in upon m 
got hold of me, and in a Moment the reft furroun 
ed me, and told me they were to apprehend 
known Thief, who went by the Name of one oft 
Three Jacks of ' Rag-Fair ; for that he was charge 
upon Oath, with having been a Party in a notorio 
Robbery, Burglary, and Murther, committed in fu< 
a Place, and on fuch a Day. 

Not to trouble the Reader with an Account 
the Difcourfe that paft between the Juft ice, befo 
, whom I was carried, and myfelf. I fhall, in brit 
inform him, that my Brother Capt. Jack , who h; 
the Forwardnefs to put it to me, whether I was 
mong them or no ; when in Truth he was the 
himfelf, had the only Reafon to fly, at the fat 
Time that he advifed me to fbift for myfelf ; fo d 
I was difeharged, and in about three Weeks aft< 
my Mailer and Tutor in Wickednefs, poor Wi 
was executed for the FaCt. 

I had nothing to do now but to And out the Ca 
tain, who, though not without fome Trouble, I 
lafl got News of, and told him the whole Stor; 
He prefently difeover’d by his Surprize, that he v 
guilty, and after a few Words more, told me, It < u 
all true 9 that he was in the Robbery , and had , 
great eft Part of the Booty in Keeping ; but wi. 
to do with it y or himfelf he did not know ; but thou^ 
of flying into Scotland, asking me, ij 1 would go w 
him? i confented, and the next Day he fhewed 1 
twenty two Pound he had in Money. I honel 
produced all the Money I had left, which was 1 
wards of fixteen Pounds. We fet out from Lorn 
on Foot, and travelled the firfl Day to Ware ; 
we had learn’d fo much of the Road, that our W 
lay thro’ that Town; from Ware we travelled 
Cambridge , though that was not our direct Roa 
The Occaflon was this : In our Way through Pu 
ridge , we baited at an lnn y and while we w< 
there, a Countryman came and hung his Horfe at \ 
Gate,, while he went in to drink : We fat in 1 
Gate-way, having called for a Mug of Beer, * 
drank it up ; we had been talking to the Hoftler 
bout the way to Scotland , and he bid us ask t 
Road to Roy ft on : But fays he, there is a turning j 
here a little farther , you muft not go that PVay ; j 
that goes to Cambridge. 

We had paid for our Beer, and fat at the Do 
only to reft us, when on a fudden comes a Gent, 
man’s Coach to the Door, and three or four Hor 
men rode into the Yard, and the Hoftler was obh 
ed to go in with them ; fays he to the Captai 
Young Man y Pray take Hold of the Horfe , meanii 
the Countryman’s Horfe I mention’d above, a. 
take him out of the IK ay that the Coach may co, 
up : He did fo, and beckoned to me to folic 
him : We walk’d together to the Turning ; fa 
he to me, Do you ftep before , and turn up the Lai 
Pll overtake you ; fo I went on up the Lane, ai 
in a few Minutes, he was got upon the Horfe, and 
my Heels, and bidding me get up, and take a Li 

I made no Difficulty of doing fo, and away \ 
went at a good round Rate, having a ftrong Hor 
under us. We fufpeded the Countryman would ft 
low us to RoyftoKy becaufe of our Directions fro 
the Hoftler ; fo that we went towards Cambridg 
and went eafier after the fir It Hour’s Riding, 
coming thro’ a Tosvn or two, we alighted by Turr 
and did not then ride double ; but by the Way pic 
ed a Couple of good Shirts of a Hedge ; and th 
Evening got fafe to Cambridge , where the next D 
I bought a Horfe for my felf, and thus equipped, \ 
jogged on through feveral Places, till we got to Sta. 
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■d in Lincolnjhire , *vhere it was irapoffible to re- 
Ujn my Captain from playing his Pranks, even at 
Curch, where he went* and placed himfelffo near 
• oid Lady, that he got her Gold Watch from her 
Se unperceived ; and tne fame Night \ye went a- 
J, by Moon-light, after having the Satisfaction to 
l/ r tne Watch cried, and ten Guineas offered for it 
n in, he would ha\e been glad of the ten Guineas 
itead of the Watch; but duril not venture to carry 
i Home. We went through feveral other Places, 
fn as Grantham, Newark, and Nottingham , where 
v , play’d our Tricks ; but at lad we got fafe to E- 
d burgh, without any Accident but one, which was 
c a Ford, the Captain was really in Danger of 
diwnmg,his Horfe being driven down by the Stream, 
a fell under him ; but the Rider had a Proverb on 
h Side, and got out of the Water. 

\t Edinburgh we remain’d about a Month, when 

0 a fudden my Captain was gone, Horfe and all, 
a. I knew nothing what was become of him, nor 
tl I ever fee or hear of him for eighteen Months 
a.r, nor did he fo much as leave the leail Notice 
fc me, either where he was gone, or whether he 
wild return to Edinburgh again or no. I took his 
k ing me very heinoufly, not knowing what to do 
\s i myfelf, being a Stranger in the Place, and on 
ti other Hand my Money abated a-pace too. I 
h for the mod Part of this Time my Horfe upon 
n Hands to keep ; and as Horfes yield but a for- 
n Price in Scotland , I found no Opportunity to 
fc him to any Advantage ; However, at lail I was 
fc ed to difpofe of hihi. 

eing thus ealed of mv Horfe, and having nothing 
ai 11 to do, I began to confider with myfelf what 
w Id become of me, and what I could turn my 
L d to. I had not much diminifhed my Stock of 
iev ; for though I was all the Way fo wary, that 

1 ould not join with my Captain in his defperate 
.A :mpts. yet I made no Scruple to live at his Ex- 
p , :e / In the next Place, I was not fo anxious a- 
b t my Money running low, becaufe I had made 
a .eferve, by leaving upwards of ninety Pounds in 
a riend's Elands at London ; but dill I was willing 
tcget into fome Employment for a Livelihood. I 
u fick of the wandering Life I had led, and re- 
ft cd to be a Thief no more, but lluck clofe" to 
V .ting and Reading for about fix Months, till I 
g into the Service of an Officer of the Cuftoms, 
w ) imploy'd me for a Time ,* but as he fet me to 
di ittle but pafs and repafs between Leith and Edin- 
hnh, leaving me to live at my own Expence till 
ir* Wages fhould be due, I run out the little Mo- 
rn I had left in Cloaths and Subffitance, and a little 
bbre the Year’s Ena, when I was to have twelve 
Pnds Englijh Money, my Mader was turned out 
o his Place, and which was worfe, having been 
d.-ged with fome Milapplications, was obliged to 
w: Shelter in England \ lo we that were Servants, 
fc there were three of us, were left to Ihift for 

0 elf. 'Phis was a hard Cafe for me in a llrange 
P:e, and l was reduced by it to the hit Extremi- 
ty I might have gone for England , an Englijh 
S ) String there ; the Mailer proffered to take my 
V re! for ten Shilling?, till 1 got there : But juil 
a? 1 was upon going, Captain Jack appeared again. 

have mentioned how lie - left me, and that I 
fa him no more for eighteen Months. His 
Rable and Adventures were many, in that 

1 :e he went to Glajfcow, playing fome very 
rt arkable Pranks there, efcaped, almoil miracu- 
lc ly, the Gallows, got over to Ireland , wandered 
a at there, efcaped from Londonderry over to the 
l hlandiy and about a Month before, I was left 
d itute at Leith, by my Mailer, noble Captain 
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Jack came in there, on board the Perry -boat from 
Esje, being, after all his Adventures and Succeffes, 
advanc’d to the Dignity of a Foot-foldier in a Body 
of Recruits rais’d in the North for the Regiment 
of Douglas. 

After my Difafter, being redutM almoil as low 
as Jack, 1 found no better Shift before me, at lealt 
not for the prefent, than to enter my felf a Soldier 
too ; and thus we were rank’d together, with each 
of us a Musket upon our Shoulders. I was extreme- 
ly delighted with the Life of a Soldier ; for I took 
the Exercifes naturally, that the Serjeant, who 
taught us to handle our Arms, feeing me fo ready at 
it, ask’d me if I had never carried Arms before. 
I told him no. At which he lvvore, though jell- 
ing, they call you Colonel , fays he, and I believe 
you will be a Colonel, or you muji be fome Colonel's 
Bajlard, or you would never handle your Arms as you 
do at once or twice Jhowing . Whatever was my Sa- 
tisfaction in that Part, yet other Circumftances did 
not equally concur to make this Life fuit me ; for 
after we had been about fix Months in this Figure, 
we were inform’d that we were to march lot Eng- 
land, and be fhipp’d off at Newcajile , or Hull , to 
join the Regiment in Flanders . Poor Captain Jack'% 
Cafe was particular ; he durll not appear publickly 
at. Ne^vcajlle, as he mull have done had he march’d 
with the Recruits. In the next Place, 1 remem- 
ber’d my Money in Loudon, which was almoll ioo/. 
and if it had been ask'd all the ‘Soldiers in the Re- 
giment which of them would go to Flanders a pri- 
vate Centinel, if they had ioo/. in their Pockets, I 
believ’d none of them would have anlwer’d in the 
affirmative. 

Thefe two Circumllances concurring, I began to 
be very uneafy and very unwilling in my Thoughts 
to go over into Flanders a poor Mulketeer, to be 
knock’d on the Head for 3 s, 6d. a Week. While 
I was daily mufing on the Hardlbip of being fent 
away, as above, Captain Jack comes to me one 
Evening, and afk’d me to take a Walk with him into 
the Fields, for he wanted to fpeak with me. We 
walk’d together here, and talk’d ferioufly of the 
Matter, and at lail concluded to defer t that very 
Night. The Moon affording a good Light, and 
Jack had got a Comrade with him thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Way crofs the Tweed, and Nvhen 
he arrived there we were on EjigliJh Ground, and 
fafe enough, from thence we propos’d to get to New - 
cxjile, and get fome Collier Ship to take us in, and 
carry us to London. 

About half an Hour pall Eight in the Morning we 
reach’d the Tweed, and here we overtook two more 
of the fame Regiment, who had deferted from Had- 
dingtown , where another Part of the Recruits were 
quarter’d. Thofe were Scotfmen , and very poor, 
having not one Penny in their Pockets ; and when 
they law us, who they knew to be of the fame Re- 
giment, they took us to LePurfuers; upon which, 
they Hood upon their Defence, having the Regimer.r 
Swords on, as we had alio, but none of the Mount- 
ing or Cloathing, for we were not to receive the 
Clothes till we came to the Regiment in Flanders. 

It was not long before we made them underlland that 
we were in the fame Condition with themfehes, and 
fo we became one Company. Our Money was ebb’d 
very low, and we contrived to get into Newcajile in 
the Du£k of the Evening, and even then we durft 
not venture into the publiek Parts of the ToNvn, but 
made down towards the River below the Town : 
Here we knew not what to do with ourfclvcs, bur, 
guided by our Fate, we put a good Face upon the 
Matter, went into an Alehoufe, fat down . and called 
for a Pin: of Beer. 

3 M The 
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The Woman of the Houfe appear’d very frank. Word no, it was not High-Water by a great d , 
and entertain’d us chearfully ; fo we, at lail, told Then more Punch was call’d for, and, as was af 
her our Condition, and ask’d her if Ihe could not wards confefs’d, fomething more than ordinary \ 
help us to fome kind Maker of a Collier, who would put into it, that, by the 1 ime the Punch was dr-lc 
give us a Paffage to London by Sea. The fubtil De- out, we were all intoxicated, and, as for me, I-H 
vil, who immediately found us proper Fifh for her a-fleep. 

Hook, gave us the kindeft Words in the World, and . At lak, I was rouz’d, and told that the Boat s 
told us fhe was heartily forry Ihe had not feen us one come : So I, and my drunken. Comrades, tumi d 
Day fooner ; that there was a Collier-Maker of her out, almok one over another, into the Boat, am J 
particular Acquaintance who went away but with the way we went with our Captain.- Moll of us, if t 
Morning Tide ; that the Ship was fallen down to all, fell a-fleep nil after fome Time, though lv 
Sheilds , but fhe believ’d was hardly over the Bar yet, much, or how far going, we knew not. The T t 
and fhe would fend to his Houle and fee if he was Hopp’d and we were wak’d and told we wert t 


gone on board (for fometimes the Makers do not go 
away till a Tide after the Ship ; ) and fhe was fure, if 
he was not gone, fhe could prevail with him to take 
us all in; but then fhe was afraid we mull goon 
board immediately, the fame Night. 

We begg’d of her to fend to his Houfe, for vve 
knew not what to do ; for as we had no Money, we 
had no Lodging, and wanted nothing but to be on 
board. We look’d upon this as a mighty Favour, 
that fhe fent to the Maker’s Houfe ; and, to our 
greater Joy, fhe brought us Word, about an Hour 
after, that he was not gone, and was at a Tavern in 
the Town, whithe^ bis Boy had been to fetch him ; 
and that he had fent Word he would call there in his 
Way Home. This was all in our Favour, and we 
were extremely pleas’d with it. In about an Hour 
he comes into the Room to us : Where are thefe ho - 
nefi Gentlemen Soldiers , fays lie, that are in fuels 
Diftrefs? We Hood all up, and paid our Refpedts to 
him. Welly Gentlemen , laid he, and is all your Mo- 
ney /pent ? 

Indeed it is, faid one of our Company, and we will 
he infinitely obliged to you , Sir, if you will give 
us a PaJJage . We will be very willing to do any 
Thing we can , in the Ship , though we are not Sea- 
men . 

Why , fays he, were none of you ever at Sea in your 
Lives ? 

No, fays we, not one of us. 

You will be able to do me no Service, then ; for 
you will all be fick . However, for my good Land *> 
lady* $ Sake here, Pll do it. But are you all ready to 
go on board ; for 1 go on board, my ft If, this very 

Night. 

Yes, Sir, fays vve, again, we are ready to go, this 
very Minute . 

No, no, faid he, very kindly, We* ll drink toge- 
ther. Come Landlady, fays he, make thefe honeft 
Gentlemen a Sneaker of Punch . 

We look’d at one another, for we knew we had no 
Money, and he perceiv’d it Come, come , faid he, 
don't be concern'd at your having no Money ; my Land- 
lady, here , and I, never parts with dry Lips, Come , 
good Wife, make the Punch, as I bid you. 

We thanked him, and faid, God blefs you, noble 
Captain , a hundred Times over, being over -joy’d at 
our good Luck. While we were drinking the 
Punch, he told the Landlady he would kep Home, 
and order the Boat to come at High-water, bad her 
get fomething for Supper, which fhe did. 

In lefs than an Hour, our Captain came again, and 
came up to us, and blam’d us that we had not drank 
the Punch out. Come, faid he, don't be bafjfuh, when 
that' s out , we can have another : When l am oblig- 
ing poor Men, 1 love to do it handfomely. 

' We drank on, and drank the Punch out; more 
was brought up, and he pufh’d it about a-pace; Then 
came up a Leg of Mutton. I need not fay we fed 
heartily, being feveral Times told we fhould pay 
nothing. After Supper was done, he bids my 
Landlady ask if the Boat was come ; and fhe brought 


the Ship’s Side, which was true and with m h 
Help, and holding us, for Fear we fhould fall ( r 
board, our Captain, as we call’d him, call’d us tl ; 
Here. Boatfwain , take Care of thofe Gentler, \ * 
give them good Cabins, and let them turn into Sir, 
for they are very weary. And fo indeed, we vv ;J 
and very drunk too. 

Care was taken of us, according to Order, and e 
were put into very good Cabins, where we v e 
fure to go immediately to keep ; in the mean T; 
the Ship, which was indeed juil ready to go, d 
only on Notice given, had come to Anchor fo is 
at S bid Ids weigh’d. Hood over the Bar, and \ it 
off to Sea, and when vve vvak’d, and began to ip 
Abroad, which was not till near Noon the next J ( 
we found our felv es a great Way at Sea, the Lar n 
Sight, indeed, but at a great DiHance, and all g g 
merrily on for London, as I thought. We were « 
well m'd, and very well fitisfy’d with our Cc i* 
tion, for about three Days , when vve began to i- 
quire whether vve were not almok come, and u 
much longer it would be before we fhould come o 
the River. What River ? fays one of the IS i. 
Jf’hy the Thames, fays my Captain Jack . \t 
Thames, fays the Sailor, what d'ye mean by ti ? 
What ha' n t you had Time enough to be fiber, ^ ? 
So Captain Jack faid no more, but look’d very 
when, a While after, fome other of us alk’d the j e 
QueHion, and the Seamen, who knew nothing oi e 
Cheat, began to finell a Rat, and, .turning to e 
other Englishman, who came with us, Pray, fay a 
where do you fancy you arc going, that you afk J ■ 
ten about it? Why to London, fays he, where fiW 
we be going ? We agreed with the Captain to c V 
us to London. 

Not with the Captain fays he, I daie fay, j i 
Men you arc all cheated, and I thought fo, vvh l 
faw you come aboard with that Kidnapping Rt le 
Gilliman , poor Men adds he, you are all betraB 
for the Ship is bound to Virginia. Affoon as * 
heard this News, we were nving Man, drew ir 
fwords and fvvore revenge ; but we were foon o r- 
poueied and carried befoie the Captain, who d 
us, he was forry for what had happened, but thaic 
had no hand in it, and it was out of his powe o 
help us, and let us know very p’ainly what our(i- 
di tion was, namely, that vve were putonboarbs 
Ship as Servants to Maryland, to be delivered a 
Peri’on there, but that however, if vve woulcie 
quiet and orderly in his Ship, he would’ ufe us ill 
in the Paffage ; but if we^vvere unruly, vve mube 
Handcuffed and kept between Deck, for it wa: b 
Bufinets to take care no Dillurbance happened in ie 
Ship. 

No hand in it ! Damn him fays my Captain J 
aloud, do you think he is not a Confederate in is 
Villainy? would any honek Man receive innoU 
People on board his Ship, and not enquire of t ir 
Cireumllanecs, but carry him away, and not fpea o 
them r Why does he not fet us on Shore again, I’ll 
you he is a Villain, and none but him; vvhy° s 
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he not compleat his Villainy, and Murder us, and 
then he'll be free from our Revenge ? But nothing elfe 
frail deliver him from my Hands, but fending us to 
the D ; -I, or going thither himfelf; and I 
am honelter in telling him fo fairly, than he had been 
to me. 

All this Difcourfe availed nothing, we were forced 
to be Quiet, and had a very good Voyage, no Storms 
all the Way ; but jull before we arrived, one of the 
Scotfmen asked the Captain of the Ship, whether he 
would fell us. Yes faid he ; why then Sir ; fays the 
kotfman, the Devil will have you at the hinder End 
afthe Bargain. Say you fo, fays the Captain, Smil- 
ng, well, well, let the Devil and i alone to agree 
ibout that, do you be Quiet, and behave Civiiy as 
rou fhould do. 

When we come afnore, which was on the Banks 
if a River they call Patomack , Jack fays, J have 
omething to fay to you Captain ; that is, I have 
•romifed to cut your Throat, and depend upon it 1 
vill be as good as my Word. Our Captain or Kid- 
apper, call him as you will, made no Anfvver, but 
elivered us to the Merchant to whom we werecon- 
gned, who again difpofed off us as he thought fit ; 

* nd in a few Days we were feparated. 

As for my Captain Jack , to make fhort of the 
rory, that defperate Rogue had the good Luck to 
ive an eafy good Mailer, whom he abufed very 
uch ; for he took an Opportunity to run away with 
» Boat, which his Mailer entruiled him, and another 
ith, to carry Provifions to a Plantation down the 
; iver. This Boat and Provifions they run away 
ith, and failed North to the Bottom of the Biy, 
they call it, and there quitting the Boat, they 
mdered through the Woods, till they got into 
? nfyhama ; from whence they made Shift to get a 
ilage to New-England, and from thence Home ; 
acre falling in among his old Companions, and to 
s old Trade, he was at length taken and hanged a- 

I iut a Month before I came to London , which was 
:ar twenty Years afterwards. 

My Part was harder at the Beginning, tho’ better 
the Latter End ; I was fold to a rich Planter, 
hofe Name was Smith . During this Scene of Life 
had Time to refled on my pall Hours ; and tho’ 
had no great Capacity of making a clear Judgment 
d very little Reflections from Confcience, yet it 
ide fome Impreflions upon me. J behaved myfelf 
well, that my Mailer took Notice of me, and 
ide me one of his Overfeers ; and was fo kind as 
* fend my Note of my Friends Hand for the 93/, 
fore-mentioned, to his Correfpondent ; who recei- 
1 d and returned me the Money. My good Mailer a 
tie Time after, fays to me. Colonel don't Hatter 
1, I love plain Dealing ; Liberty is precious to 
ery Body,.! give you yours, and will take Care 
uu fhall be well ufed by the Country, and will get 
>u a good Plantation. 

I infifted 1 would not quit his Service, for the bell 
mtation in Maryland , that he had been fo good 
1 me, and I believed I was fo ufeful to him, that I 
‘■•aid not think of it ; and at lafl I added I hoped he 
'uldnot believe but I had as much Gratitude as a 

■gro. 

He fmiled and faid he would not be ferved upon 
'(e Terms, that he did not forget what he had pro- 
3 fed, nor what I had done in his Plantation ; and 

I t he was refolved in the hrll Place to give me my 
oerty, fo he pulls out a piece of Paper, and thro ws 
:o me ; there, fays he, is a Certificate of your com- 
mon Shore, and being fold to me for five Years, 

‘ which you have lived three with me, and now you 
* your own Mailer. 

Bowed and told him, that I was fure if I was 


my own Mailer, l would be his Servant, as long as 
he would accept of my Service. He told me he 
would accept of my Service, on thefe two Conditi- 
ons. Firfl, That he would give me 30/, per Ann . 
and my board, for my managing the Plantation I 
was then imploy’d in. And Secondly, That at the 
fame Time he would procure me a nesv Plantation 
to begin with upon my own account ; for Jack , 
fays he, finding, tho’ you are but a young Man, ’tis 
Time you was doing fomething for yourlelf. 

Not long after, he purehafed in my Name about 
300 Acres of Land, near his own Plantation, as he 
faid, that I might the better take Care of hi'. My 
Mailer, forfuch I mull Hill call him, generoufly gave 
it me; but Colonel fays he, giving you this Planta- 
tion is nothing at all, if I do not allifl you to fup- 
port it, and to carry it on, and therefore I will o-ive 
you Credit, for whatever is needful. Such as Tools, 
Provifions, and fome Servants to begin. Materials 
for Out-houles, and Hogs, Cows, Horfes, for Stock, 
and the Like; and I’ll take it out out of your re- 
turns from abroad, as you can Pay it. 

I hus got to be a Planter, and encouraged by a 
kind Benefactor, that I might not be wholly taken 
up with my new Plantation ; he ga\e me freely with- 
out any ConfiJeration, one of his Negro’s named 
Muuchat, whom I always efleemed. Befides this, 
he lent to me two Servants more, a Man and a 
Woman ; but thele he put to my Account as above. 
Mouchat and thefe two fell immediately to Work 
lor me, they began with about two Acres of Land, 
which Jiad but little Timber on it at flrll, and moll 
of that was cut down by the two Carpenters who 
built my Houfe. It was a great Advantage to me, 
that I had fo Bountiful a Mailer who help’d me out 
in every Cafe ; for in this very firll Y'ear, I received a 
terrible Blow ; having lent a large Quantity of To- 
bacco, to a Merchant at London , by my Mailer’s 
Direction, which arrived fafe there. The Merchant 
was ordered to make the Return in a forted Cargo of 
Goods for me, fueli as would have nrdea Man 
of me all at once, but to my iuexpreflible Terror 
and Surprize ; the Ship was loll, ard that jull at 
the Entrance into the Capes, that is to fay, the Mouth 
of the Bay ; fome of the Goods were recovered, but 
Ipofled. In Ihorc, nothing but the Nails, Tools, 
and Iron-work we:e good for any Thing ; and tho' 
the Value of them was very Confiderable in propor- 
tion to the Rell ; yet my Lofs was irreparably great, 
and indeed, the greatnefs of the Lofs confifled in its 
being irrep irable. 

I was per fed iy nftonifhcd at the firfl News of the 
Lois, knowing that I was in Debt to my Patron or 
Mailer, fo much, that it mull be feveral Years before 
I ihould recover ft ; and as he brought me the bad 
News himfelf he perceived my Difo.der; that is to 
lay, he faw I was in the utmoit Confuflon, and a 
kind of Amazement: and fo indeed I was, beeaufe 
1 was io much in Debt. Bat he fpoke chearfully to 
me, come fays he, do not beio dilcouraged, you may 
maae up this Lois, no Sir, fays I, tnat never enn 
be, for it is my All, ana I lha!l never be out of Debt ; 
well, fays he, you have no Creditor , hove ever, but 
me, and now remember I once told you, 1 would make 
a Man of you, and 1 will not difappoiiJ you ; for this 
Dilaller I thank’d him, 2nd aii it with more Cere- 
mony and Refped than ever, beeaufe I thought my- 
felf more under the Hatches than l was before : But 
he was as good as his Word, for he did not Baulk me 
in the Lead, of any Thing 1 wanted, and as I had 
mere Iron work faved out of the Ship in Proportion, 
that I wanted, I fupplied him with fome Part of it, 
and took up fome Linnen and Cloaths, and other 
Neceflaries from him in Exchange, and now I began 

to 
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to inCteafe vifibly ; I had a large Quantity of Land 
cured, that is freed from Timber, and a very good 
Crop of Tobacco in view, and I got three Servants 
more, and one Negro ; fo that I had five white 
Servants, and two Negro’s ; and with this my Af- 
fairs went very well on ; the firll Year indeed I took 
my Wages or Sailary, of 30/. a Year, becaufe I 
wanted it very much ; but the Second and Third Year, 
I refolved not to take it, but to leave it in my 
Benefactor’s Hands, to clear off the Debt I had Con- 
tracted. 

At the fame Time my Thoughts dictated to me, 
that tho’ this was the Foundation of my new Life, 
yet that this was not the SuperfiruCture, and that I 
might itill be born for greater Things than thefe, 
that it is Honelty and Virtue alone, that made Men 
Rich and Great, and gave them Fame, as well as 
Figure in the World, and that therefore I was to lay 
my Foundation in thefe, and expeCl what might fol- 
low in Time. To help thefe Thoughts as 1 had learn - 
ed to Read and Write when I was in Scotland ; fo I 
began now to love Books, and particularly, had an 
Opportunity of Reading fome very ConfideraWe 
ones, fome of which I bought at a Planter’s Houfe, 
who was lately Dead, and his Goods fold, and others 
I borrowed. I confidered my prefent State of Life 
to be my meer Youth, tho’ I was now above 30 Ye n s 
®Id, becaufe in my Youth I had learned nothing: 
and if my daily Bufinefs, which was now great, would 
have permitted, I would have been content to have 
gone to School ; however, Fate which had fome- 
thing elfe in Store for me, threw an Opportunity into 
my Hand, namely, a clever Fellow that came over 
a tranfported Felon from Brijlol , and fell into my 
Hands for a Servant: He had led a loofe Life that 
he acknowledged, and being driven to Extremities, 
took to the High way, for which had he been taken, 
he would have been hanged ; but falling into fome 
low priz’d Rogueries afterwards, for want of Oppor- 
tunity for worfe, was Catched, Condemn’d, and 
Tranfported, and, as he faid, was glad he came off 
fo. 

He was an excellent Scholar, and I perceiving it, 
asked him one Time, if he could give a Method how 
I might learn the Latin Tongue; he faid, fmiling, 
yes, he could teach it me in three Months, if! would 
let him have Books, or even without Books if he had 
'Lime. I told him a Book would become his Hand 
better then a Hoe, and if he could promife to make 
inc but underlland Latin though to read it, and un- 
derlland other Languages by it, I would eafe him 
of the Labour which I was now obliged to put him 
to ; efpecially if I was aflured that he was fit to re- 
ceive that Favour of a kind Mailer. In fhort, I 
made him to me, what my kind BenefaCtor made me 
to him ; and from him I gained a Fund of knowledge 
infinitely more valuable than the Rate of a Slave, 
which was what I paid for it ; but of this here- 
after. 

In this Polture I went on for 12 Years, and was 
very fuccefsful in my Plantation, and had gotten by 
means of my Mailer’s Favour, who now I called my 
Friend, a Correfpondent in London, with whom I 
Traded ; {hipped over my Tobacco to him, and re- 
ceived Europian Goods in Returns, fuch as I wanted 
to carry on my Plantation, and lufHcient to fell to 
others alfo. In this interval, my good Friend and 
Benefactor died ; and I was left very Difconfolate 
on account of my Lofs, for it was indeeda great Lofs 
to me ; he had been a Father to me, and I was like 
a forfaken Stranger without him ; tho’ I knew the 
Country and the Trade too well enough, and had for 
fome Time chiefly carried on his whole Bufinefs 
"for him, yeti feeijTd now at a Lofs, my CounccL 
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lor and my chief Supporter was gone ; and I had nd 
Confident to communicate myfelf too, on all Occa- 
fions as formerly but there was no Remedy. I was 
however, in a better Condition to ltand alone then 
ever : I had a very large Plantation, and had near 
70 Negro’s, and other Servants. 

Now I looked upon myfelf as one Buried alive in 
a remote Part of the World, where I could fee no- 
thing at all, and hear but a little of what was fecn, 
and that little not till at leafl half a Year after it was 
done, and fometimes a Year or more, and in a Word, 
the old Reproach often came in my Way, namely, 
that even this was not yet the Life of a Gentleman. 
However. 1 now began to frame my Thoughts for 
a Voyage to England , refolving then to Adt ns I 
fhould fee Caufe, but with a feeret Rcfolution to fee 
more of the World if poffible, and Realize thofi 
Things to my Mind, which I had hitherto only en> 
tertained remote Ideas of, by the Kelp of Books. 

It was three Years after this, before I could ge 
Things in Order, fit for my leaving the Country 
In this Time I delivered my Tutor irom his Bondage 
and would have given him his Liberty, but to nr 
great Dilappointment 1 found that I could not em 
power him to go for England till his Time was ex 
pired, according to the Certificate of his Tranfpor 
tation, which was regifler’d ; fo I made him one c 
my Overfeers, and thereby raifed him gradually to 
ProfpeCt of Living in the fame Manner, and by th 
like Steps, that my good EencfaClor raifed me, onl 
that I did not afiiit him to enter upon Planting fc 
himfelfas 1 was aflilled, neither was I upon the Spc 
to do it ; but this Man by his Diligence and hone 
Application delivered hiinfelf, even unaiTifled, an 
farther than by making him an Overfeer, which w; 
only a prefent Eafe and Deliverance from the hai 
Labour and Fare, which he endured as a Servan 
However, in this Trull he behaved fo faithfully, ar 
fo diligently, that it recommended him in the Com 
try, and, when T came back, I found him in Circun 
llances very differing from what I left him in ; b 
fides, his being my principal Manager for near 2 
Years, as you fhall hear it its Place. 

I was now making Provifion for my going to En 
land, after having fettled my Plantation in fu< 
Hands as was fully to my Satisfa&ion. My fii 
Work was, to furnifh myfelf with fuch a Stock 
Goods and Money as might be fufficient for my O 
cafions abroad, and particularly, might allow to mal 
large Returns to Maryland , for the Ufe and Supp 
of all my Plantations ; but when I came to lot 
nearer into the Voyage, it occur'd to me that 
would not be prudent to put my Cargo all on boai 
the fame Ship that went in: So J Ihipp’d, at fever 
Times, five bundled Hogfhends of Tobacco, in fev< 
ral Ships, for England , giving Notice to my Com 
pondent, in London, that I would embark abo 
fuch a Time to come over imfelf, and ordering hi 
to infure for a confiderable Sum proportion’d to tl 
Value of my Cargo. 

About two Months after this, [ left the Place, ai 
embark’d for England in a flout Ship, carrying : 
Guns, and about 600 Hogllieads of Tobacco ; ai 
we left the Capes of Virginia on the firll of Augt 

. We had a very four and rougli Voyaj 

for the firll Fortnight, though it was in a Seafon 
generally noted for good Weather. We met with 
Storm, and our Ship was greatly damag’d, and fon 
Leaks we had, but not fo bad, but, by rhe Diligetr 
of the Seamen, they were flopp’d ; after which, \ 
had tolerable Weather, and a good Sea, till we can 
into the Soundings, for fo they call the Mouth oft 
Britijb Channel. In the Grey of the Morning 
French Privateer, of Guns, appear’d, and croiv 
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ed after us with ail the Sail they could make. Our Robbing generoufly, as they called it, without mur- 
Captain exchang’d a Broad-fide or two with them, thering, or wounding, or ill-ufing thofe they rob- 
which was terrible Work to me i for I had never bed, to be broke upon the Wheel, at the Greve 
feen fuch before ; the Frenchman $ Guns, having in Paris . 

rak’d us, and kill’d and wounded fix of our Men. All thefe Things I found means to be fully in- 
In fhort, after a Fight long enough to Ihew us that formed of, and to have a long Account of the Par- 
if we would not be taken, we mull rel'olve to fink ticulars of their Conduct from fome of their Com- 
by her Side, for there was no Room to expe& De- rades, who had the good Fortune to efcape, and who 
liverance, and a Fight long enough to fave the Maf- I got the Knowledge of, without letting -them fo 
ter’s Credit, we were taken, and the Ship carried a- much as guefs at who I was, or upon what Ac- 
way for St. Malo's, I had, however, befides my count I enquir’d. 

being taken, the Mortification to be detain’d on I was now at the height of my good Fortune, 
board the Cruifer, and feeing rhe Ship I was in, and got the Name of a great Merchant. I lived 
mann’d by Frenchmen, fet fail from us. I afterwards fingle, and in Lodging, and kept a French Servant, 
heard that fhe was re-taken by an Englijh Man of being very defirous of improving myfelf in that 
War, and carried into P or tf mouth. Language, and received £ or 600 Hogfheads a Year 

The Rover cruis’d abroad again, in the Mouth of from own Plantations, and fpenc my Time in that, 
the Channel, for fome Time, and took a Ship rich- and fupplying my People with NecefTaries at Mary 
ly laden, bound homeward from Jamaica . This land \ as they wanted rhem. 

was a noble Prize for the Rogues, and they haflened In this private Condition I continu’d about two 
away with her to St. Malo's, and from thence I went Years more, when the Devil ow ing me a Spleen 
to Bourdeaux , where the Captain ask’d me if I would ever fince I refus’d b^ing a Thief, paid me home, 
be deliver’d up a State Prifoner, get myfelf exchang- with Intereft, by laying a Snare in my Way, which 
sd, or pay 300 Crowns. I defir’d Time to write to had almofl ruin’d me. 

my Correfpondent in England , who fent me a Let- There dwelt a Lady in the Houfe oppofite to 
ter of Credit, and in about fix Weeks I was ex- the Houfe I lodg’d in, who made an extraordinary 
:hang’d for a Merchant Prifoner in Plymouth . I Figure, and was a moll beautiful Perfon. She was 
lot PafTage from hence to Dunkirk, on board a French "ell bred, fung admirably fine, and fometimes I could 
VefTel ; and having a Certificate of an exchang’d Pri- hear diflin&ly, the Houfes being over-againfl one 
oner from the Intendant of Bourdeaux , I had a PafT- mother in a narrow Court. Thia Lady put hcr- 
yort given me to go into the Spanijh Netherlands , felf fo often in my Way, that I could not in good 
tnd fo whither I pleas’d. I went to Ghent , afterwards Manners forbear taking Notice of her and giving 
0 Newport , where I took the Packet-Boat, and came f he Ceremony of my Hat, when I faw her at her 
>ver to England, landing at Deal inflead of Dover, Window, or ac the Door, or when I pafs’d her in 
he Weather forcing us into the Downs ,— -When the Court : So that we became almoll acquainted at 
came to London , I was very well receiv’d by my a Difbnce. Sometimes fhe alfo vifited at the Houfe 
'fiend to whom I had confign’d my Effedls ; for all I lodg’d at, and it was generally contriv’d that I 
ny Goods came fafe to hand, and my Overfeers I fhou’d be introduc’d when fhe came. And thus, by 
rnd left behind, had (hipp’d, at feveral Times, 400 Degrees, we became more intimately acquainted, 
dogfheads of Tobacco, to my Correfpondent, in my an d often convers’d together in the Family, but 
Ibfence. So that I had above 1000/. in my Fac- always in publick, at leafl for a great While. I 
or’s Hands, and 200 Hogfheads befides, left in was a meer Boy in tire Affair of Love, and knew 
dand, unfold. the leail of what belong’d to a Woman, of any 

I had nothing to do now but entirely to conceal Man in Europe of my Age; the Thoughts of a 
nyfelffrom all that had any Knowledge of me be- Wife, much Jefs a Millrefs, had never fo much as 
ore; and this was the eafieit Thing in the World taken the leail Hold of my Head, and I had been, 

0 do, for I was grown out of every Body’s Know- till now, as perfectly unacquainted with the Sex, 
edge, and moil of thofe I had known, were grown an( l as unconcern ’d about them, as I was when I 
)ut of mine ; my Captain who went with me, or ra- wa5 ten Years old, and lay in a Heap of Afhes at 
:her who carried me away, I found by enquiring at the Glafs -houfe. 

:he proper Place, had been rambling about the World, She attack’d me without ceafing, with the Fine- 
:ame to London , fell into his old Trade, which he p e ^ s of her Conduct, and with Arts which were 
:ould not forbear, and growing an eminent Highway- impofCble to be ineffectual. She was ever, as it were, 
man, had made his Exit at the Gallows, after a Life in my View, often in my Company, and yet kept 
14 Years moil exquifite and fuccefsful Rogue- herfelf fo on the Rcferve, fo furrounded continually 
ries ; the Particulars of which, would make, as I with Obflru&ions, that for feveral Months after fhe 
abferved, an admirable Hillory. My other Bro- could perceive I fought an Opportunity to fpeak to 
ther Jack , who I called Major, followed the like ^ er * She render’d it impoflible, nor could I ever 
wicked Trade ; but was a Man of more Gallantry break in upon her, fhe kept her Guard fo well, 
ind Generofity, and having committed innumerable This rigid Behaviour was the greatefl Myllcry 
Depredations upon Mankind, yet had always fo much that could be, confidering, at the lame Time, that 
Dexterity, as to bring himfelf off, till at length he fhe never declin’d my feeing her, or convcrfing with 
ivas laid laid fall in Newgate, and loaded with me in publick, but fhe held it on. She took Care 
Irons, and would certainly have gone the fame Way never to fit next me, that I might flip no Paper in- 
is the Captain, but he was fo dextrous a Rogue, that to her Hand, or fpeak foftly to her. She kept 
io Goal, no Fetters would hold him ; and he with fome Body or other always between, that I could 
:wo more, found means to knock off their Irons, never come up to her. And thus, as if fhe was re- 
work’d their way thro’ the Wall of the Prifon, and folv’d really to have nothing to do with me, fhe 
et themfelves down on the Outfide, in the Night: held me at the Bay feveral Months. In fhort, we 
>0 efcaping, they found means to get into France , came nearer and nearer every Time wc met, and at 
vhere he followed the fame Trade, and that with fo kill gave the World the Slip, and were privately 
nuch Succefs, that he grew famous by the Name married, to avoid Ceremony, and the publick lu- 
ff Anthony , and had the Honour with three of his conveniency of a Wedding. 

Jomrades, who he had tanght the Englijh Way of No iooner were we married, but fhe threw off 
59 3 N the 


A General History of 


230 

the Mask of her Gravity and good Conduct, and 
carried it to fuch an Excefs, that I could not but be 
diffiuisfied at the Expencc of it. In about a twelve- 
month (he was brought to Bed of a fine Boy ; and 
her Lying-in cod me as near as I can now remem- 
ber, 1 36 Z which, (he told me, file thought was a 
Trifle. Such Jarring continually between us, pro- 
duced a Separation ; and (he demanded 300 /. per 
Annum for her Maintenance. In the Interim of this, 
by means of two trulty Agents, I got Proof of my 
Spoufe’s being caught feveral Times in Bed with 
another Perfon, and by whom (he had a Daughter. 
I fued her in the Ecclefiadical Court, in order to 
obtain a Divorce ; and, as (he found it impoflible 
to avoid it, (he declin’d a Defence, and I gain’d a 
legal Decree of Divorce. 

Things being at this Pafs, I refolv’d to go over 
to France , where I fell into Company with fome 
biff? Officers of the Regiment of Dillon , where I 
bought a Company, and fo went into the Army di- 
reCtly. Our Regiment, after I had been fome Time 
in it, was commanded into Italy , and one of the 
molt confiderable Actions I was in, was the famous 
Attack upon Cremona in the Milanese, where the 
Germans being treacheroufly let into the Town by 
Night, through a kind of Common -Shore, furpriz’d 
the Town, and took the Duke de Villeroy Prifoner, 
beating the French Troops into the Citadal, but 
were in the Middle of their Victory fo boldly at- 
tack’d by two Irijh Regiments, that, after a mod de- 
fperate Eight, and not being able to break through 
us to let in their Friends, were obliged to quit the 
Town, to the eternal Honour of thofe Irijh Re- 
giments. Having been in feveral Campaigns, I was 
permitted to fell my Company, and got the Che- 
valier’s Brevet for a Colonel, in cafe of raifing 
Troops for him in Great Britain. I, accordingly, 
embark’d on board the French Fleet, for the Firth 
of Edinburgh ; but they over-(hot their Landing- 
place ; And this Delay gave Time to the Englif? 
Fleet, under Sir George Byng, to come to an An- 
chor jud as we did. 

Upon this Surprize, the French Admiral fet fail, 
and crouding away to the North, got the Start of 
the EngHJh Fleet efcap’d, with the Lofs of one 
Ship only, to Dunkirk ; and glad I was to fet my 
Foot on Shore again, for all the While we were thus 
flying for our Lives, I was under the greatefl Ter- 
ror imaginable, and nothing but Halters and Gibbets 
run in my Head, concluding, that if I had been tak- 
en, I (hould certainly have been hang’d. 

I took my Leave of the Chevalier and the Army, 
and made Hade to Paris , a Place full of Gallantry, 
and where 1 again foolifb'Iy tried my Fate in Matri- 
mony ; for in lefs than three Months I caught my 
good-natur’d Wife in Bed with a French Marquifs, 


whom I the next Day fought, and left for dead. I 
took Pod Horfes for Flatsders, and, at lad, got fafe 
once more to London , from which Place I embark’d 
for Virginia , and had a tolerable Voyage thither, 
only that we met vvitha Pyrate Ship, who plunder’d' 
us of every Thing they could come at that was for 
their Turn: But, to give the Rogues their Due, 
though they were the mod abandon’d Wretches that 
ever were feen, they did not. ule us ill ; and, as to 
my Lofs, it was not confiderable. 

I found all my Affairs in very. good Order at Vir 
ginia , my Plantations prodigioufly increas’d, and my 
Manager, who fird infpir’d me with travelling 
Thoughts, and made me Mailer of any Knowledge 
worth naming, receiv’d me with a Tranfport of Joy. 
after a Ramble of four and twenty Years. 1 wa.* 
exceedingly fatisfied with his Management, for he hac 
improv’d a very large Plantation of his own, at tffi 
fame Time ; however, I had the Mortification to fee 
two or three of the Prefton Gentlemen there, wh( 
being Prifoners of War, were fpar’d from the pub 
lick Execution, and fent over to that Salvery, which 
to Gentlemen, mud be worfe than Death. 

During my Stay here, I married a Maid I brough 
over from England, who behav’d her felf, for fom 
Time, extraordinary well, but at lad turn’d Whore 
like the red, got the Foul Difeafe, and died ; and J 
not liking to day long in a Place, I was fo muc 
talk’d of, fent to one of my Correfpondents for 
Copy of the general free Pardon then granted, an . 
wherein it was manifed I was fully included. 

After I had fettled my Affairs, and left the fam 
faithful Steward, I again embark’d for England, anc 1 
after a Trading Voyage '(for we touch’d at fever 
Places in our Way,) I arriv’d fafe, determining t 
fpend the Remainder of my Life in my native Cour 
try ; for here I enjoy the Moments which I had m 
ver before known how to employ, I mean that < 
looking back upon an ill-fpent Life. 

Perhaps, when I wrote thefe Things down, I di | 
not forefee that the Writings of our own Storii 
would be fo much the Fafhion in England , or fo: 
greeable to others to read, as I find Cuitom, an 
the Humour of the Times, has caus’d it to be. . 
any one that reads my Story pleafes to make tl 
fame jud Reflections, which I acknowledge I ougl 
to have made, he will reap the Benefit of my Mi 
fortunes, perhaps, more than I have done myfel 
’tis evident, by the long Series of Changes and Turi 
which have appear’d m the narrow Compafs of 01 
private mean Perfon’s Life, that the Hiitory of Men 
Lives may be many Ways made ufeful and inflru£ 
ing to thofe who read them, if moral and religiot 
Improvement, and Reflections, are made by tho: 
that write them. 
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The LIF E of WHITNEY. 


S notorious Malefattor was born at Ste- 
venage in Hertfordjhire , where he was put 

j . • Apprentice to a Butcher, as foon as he was 
fit * Servitude. He ferv’d his Time, as far as we 
iai heard, very faithfully ; but was not long his 
)«• Mailer before he took to the irregular Courfes 
di 3 nought DeHruttion upon him, and branded his 
S T a 2 with Infamy. 

1 was pleafantly dilappointed, as he would him- 
eli recently confefs afterwards, in the firfl Piece 
Slavery that ever he contrived. Going with ano- 
kt Butcher to Rumford in EJfex, in order to buy 
Ja s, they met with one which they had a parti- 
al Fancy to : but the Owner demanded what they 
k ;ht an extravagant Price for it, fo that they could 
iot nke a Bargain : However, as the Man kept a 
’uf :k Houfe, our Companions agreed to go in and 
rij with him ^They weie very much vex’d in their 
li 5 , to think that they could not have their Wiih, 
nc were contriving how to be revenged of their 
a ord ; when Whitney fuddenly whilpered thefe 
V< s to his Comrade, What Bufinefs have we to 
fa o much Money out of our Pockets , for what we 
w y and by get for nothing ? We know where the 
ia< is, and what Jhould hinder our taking him , when 
ve ive an Opportunity ? The other came direttly 
at< his Meafure, and fo they fat boozing till 
h’; t. 

] the Evening there came a Fellow into the Town 
/it a great She Bear, which he carried about for a 
k, and was his Fortune to put up at the Houfe 
/hi our two Butchers were drinking in an inner 
lo.i; for it being jull at the Town’s End, there 
/a. 0 Place fo convenient befides. The Man of the 
ice was fome Time before he conclude where to 
ml the Bear, at lait he refolved to move the Calf 
ntunother Out-houfe, and tie Madam Butin up in 
tjs lace, which was done accordingly, without the 
uivledge of Whitney , and his Friend, who cond- 
uit drinking till they were told, it was Time to 
;o !► Bed. 

pon this Warning they paid their Reckoning, 
skvent out, Haying in the Fields near the Town, 
til hey imagined the Time favour’d their Defign. 
ff Night was very dark, and they came to the 
'ta without making any Noifc or Dillurbance. 
Ptney was to go in and letch out their Prey, while 
M-tUer watched without. When he was entered, 
le/oped about for the Calf till he got hold of the 
H which lying after the iluggilli Mai ner peculiar 
oiefe Creatures, he began to tickle it to made it 
ii" At Lati being 'awaked, the poor Beall, being 
m ded and blind, rofe up on her Hind Legs, not 
tying but it was her Mailer going to (how her. 
npney ilill continued feeling about, wondering at 

length of the Calf’s Hair, and that he fhould 
d. in fuch a Poilure, till the Bear caught 
IC oftyim, and hugg’d him fait between her lore 
■e 




In this Poflure he remain’d, unable to move, and 
afraid to cry out, till the other Butcher, wondering 
at his long Stay, put his Head in at the Door, and 
faid, with a low Voice, What a Pox , will you be 
all the Night Jlealing a Calf? A Calf, quoth Whit - 
ne y> 7 believe iPs the Devil, that 1 am going to fteal ; 
for he hugs me as clofely as he does the Witch, in the 
Statue. Let it be the Devil, fays t’other bring him out 
however, that we may fee what he is like, which is 
fomething that 1 Jhould be very glad to know. Whit- 
ney was too much furprized to be pleafed with the 
Jelling of his Companion, fo that he replied with 
fome Choller : Come and fetch him yourfelf : for may 
I be pox' d, if 1 half like him. Hereupon t’other en- 
ter’d, and after a little Examination, found, how 
they were bit. By his Afiiflancc Whitney got Ioofe, 
and they both fwore, they would never attempt to 
Heal Calves any more for this Trick. 

Whitney, after this, took the George-Inn at Chef- 
hunt in Hertfordjhire, where he entertain’d all Sorts 
of bad Company ; but not thriving in this Way, he 
was in a little Time obliged to fhut up his Doors, and 
entirely give over the Occupation. He now came up 
to London, the common Santtuary of fuch Men, where 
he lived very irregularly, and at lafl, when Necef- 
fitous Circum Hances came on him apace, wholly gave 
himfelf up to Villainy. 

It was Hill fome Time before he took to the High- 
way, following only the common Tricks prattifed by 
the Sharpers of the Town, in which he was the more 
fuccefsful as he always wentdrefTed like a Gentleman ; 
it being eafier to impofe upon Mankind with a good 
Suit of Cloaths, than any other Way whatfoever. 
But the World is governed by Appearances, and al- 
ways will be, unlefs Providence fhould ever fee fit to 
make the Charatters of Virtue and Vice more vifi- 
ble. A poor Man, tho’ endow’d with ever fo ho- 
neil, and generous a Soul, is avoided by every Body ; 
fo that he can hardly in his Life find an Opportunity 
to difeover himfelf, and let a miilaken World fee what 
he pollefTes : While the greateH Villain that ever was 
born, may be ca railed by all Companies, if he has 
but Credit enough to get good Apparel, and Impu- 
dence to thrufl himfelf forwards. 

One Morning, Whitney Hood on Ludgate-Hill, at 
a Mercer’s Door, waiting for a Friend whom he ex- 
petted to come by, when tw o MiiTes of the Town 
well habited came along. Thefe Ladies took our 
Gentleman for the MaHcr of the Shop, and fuppofing 
him by his Looks to be an amorous young Batcnelor ; 
one of them, in order to begin a little Converfation, 
afked him, if he had any fine Silks of the neweil 
Fafhion, Whitney readily replied. That he had hone 
by him at prefens, but in a Day or two's Time, he 
jhould have Choice. Several Weavers being to bring 
him in Piece > made from the lajl Patterns that were 
going. Then Ladies, fays he, 1 j hall be glad to [ap- 
ply you with what you want ; and there is no Man 
in England Veil l uje you better. Only pleaj'e to leave 

your 
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your Namet, end where you live, that 1 may do my 
felf the Honour to wait on you. Here our Madams 
were put to it for an Anfwer ; but looking a little on 
one another, Ihe that fpoke firfl told him, That being 
newly erne to Town, they did not remember the Name 
cj the Street where they lodged ; but it waj not far off, 
and if he f leafed to go with them, they would Jhew 
him their Habitation , fuch as it was. 

IVhitney, to be fure confented, and to make the 
Affair appear with a better Face, he flepp’d into the 
Shop as if he went to give Orders to the Apprentice, 
to whom he only put fome impertinent Queilions, 
and came out again unfufpefted. Away trudge the 
Ladies and their ’Squire, who when they told him 
they were come to the Door, very civilly offered to 
take his Leave of them. Nay , Sir , fays one of them, 
but you (hall walk in, and take a Glafs of M ine 
with us, fine e you have been fo good as to give your- 
felf all this Trouble? IVhitney thanked them, and 
with Abundance of Compliance, accepted the Fa- 
vour. 

Hitherto both Parties were deceived. Whitney 
really took them for Gentlewomen of Fortune, and 
came Home with them only to learn fomething that 
might forward him to make a Prey of them, and they 
as confidently believed him to be the Mercer, wno 
own’d the Shop at which they picked him up. Their 
Defigns were to get his Money out of his Pocket, and 
if they could, a Suit or two of Cloaths into the Bar- 
gain, What confirm’d them in this Opinion was, the 
Notice he took of feveral Gentlemen as he paired a- 
long the Street, by pulling off his Hat to them ; and 
their returning the fame Compliment. Whitney did 
it for this very Purpofe, and it is natural and com- 
mon for Men of Falhion to re-falute thofe who fa- 
lute them, whether they know them or no, becaufe 
a Mjin may be known by one whom he can’t remem- 
^fer on a fudden to have ever feen before. 

The Ladies introduced their fuppofed Cully into 
an Appartment fplendidly furnifhed, where a Table 
was inflantly fpread with a fine cold Collation. This 
being over, the Maid and one of the MiHrefles with- 
drew, leaving the other to manage Whitney. She 
immediately fell into amorous Dilcourfe, and foon 
proceeded to greater Freedoms, telling him, he was 
balhful, and offering to teach him a folt Love-Lelfon. 
Whitney now began to underlland his Company, yet, 
as he hoped to get a little Love by the Bargain, he 
was willing to keep on the Malk, and proferfed him- 
felf her Slave, devoted to her Service, and willing to 
fulfil her Pleafure, promifing withal after a great 
many mutual Endearments, to give her as much 
Silk as would make a Suit of Cloaths. This was all 
fhe required of him before fhe granted the lalt 
Favour, and upon this fmgle Promife, ihe fuffer’d 
him to play over the Jeu d' amour as often as he pleaf- 
fd, entertaining him, after all, with two or three 
more Bottles free-coft. 

Whitney was fo well pleafed with his Reception 
at this Place, that he was refolved, if poflible, to 
have a little more of the fame Sport ; and to that 
End went to a Mercer, and told him, that fuch a 
Lady had fent him to defire that he would let one 
©f hb> Men carry two or three Pieces of the richelt 
Silk in his Shop, for her to choofe a Gown and Pe- 
ticoat. The Mercer knew the Perfon of Quality 
whom he named, Ihe having been his Cullomer be- 
fore, and without miflrulling any Thing, fent a 
Youth, who was but newly come Prentice, telling 
him the Prices in Whitney's Hearing. Our Adven- 
turer led the Lad through as many By-Streets as he 
could, in order to carry him out of his Knowledge, 
till obferving a Houfe in Suffolk-Street , which had 
a Thorough-fair into He^t •Laue, he defired ihe 


young Man to flay at the Door, while he carr { m 
the Silks to fhew them to the Lady, who 1 pj 
there. The Youth obey’d very readily, and 
ney went into the Houfe, and a Iked the Peoj f or 
fomebody whom they did nor know ; upot '^ r 
telling him no fuch Perfon liv’d in that NeigU r . 
hood, he defired Leave to go through, whiles 
granted. 

. Now, Good Night Mr. Mercer , you mavait 
till you are weary, and go back lighter by al p Ur 
Load. In a Word, Whitney went to his Miff fes, 
and diftributed the Prize between them, feer 
which he revelled on all Manner of Excefs for i ;ral 
Days, till he was glad to retire of himfelf. 

He was refolved, however, that no Body bu jn>. 
felf (hould enjoy the Fruit of his Induflry, fit ^ 
could not have the Profit of his Cheat, it wo h* 
a Piece of Honefly in him, he thought, to i ore 
the Mercer’s Goods again. To this End he w y 8 
Letter where the Women lived, and the Shop- 1 
getting a Warrant, and a Conflable, went and jnd 
the Silks in their Cuftody. To be fure the] ere 
enough frighten’d ,to fee themfelves apprehend fo; 
what they thought had been given them ! the 
Right Owner ; but all their Excufes were ir m 
they were hurried before a Magiifrate, wht 
mitted them to Tuthil-Fields Bridewell, whei hey 
were taught the Dilcipline of the Place, by th i t| c . 
brated Liftor, Mr. Bedding, and their Back 
covered with Stripes of the Cat and Nine Ta. it 
Head of the Eleemofynary Silks, which they t gb 
themfelves fo fure of. 

When Whituey was grown a confirmed Hi| f ay- 
man, he one Day met a Gentleman on B hi- 
Heath , whom he commanded to Hand and c ?er, 
To which the Gentleman replied, Sir, 'tis w 
fpoke firft ; for I was juft going to fay th )m 
Thing to you. ■ — Why, are you a Get m 
Thief then, quoth Whitney? * Tes, fa the 

Stranger, but I have had very bad Succefs to sy; 
for I have been riding up and down all this w- 
ing, without meeting with any Prize. If tty, 
upon this, wifhed him better Luck, and tc ha 
Leave, really fuppofing him to be what h ire 
tended. 

At Night it was the Fortune of Whitney , ai -m 
I mpollor to put up at the fame Inn, when oui en- 
tleman told lome other Travellers by what a iu- 
gem he had efcaped being robb’d on the. id; 
IVhitney had fo alter’d his Habit and Speech hat 
the Gentleman did not know him again ; fo t he 
heard all the Story without being taken any I ties 
of. Among other Things he heard him tell ij of 
the Company foftly, that he had fav’d an hi red 
Pounds by his Contrivance. The Perfon to om 
he whiiper’d this, was going the fame Wa the 
next Morning, and faid, he had alfo a confid.b!e 
Sum about him, and if he pleafed, fhould be ;lad 
to travel with him for Security. It was agrei be- 
tween them, and Whitney at the fame Time re ted 
to make one with them. 

When Morning came, our Fellow-Travelli.kt 
out, and Whitney about a Quarter of an Houi fter 
them. All the Difcourfe of the Gentlemen i a- 
bout cheating the Highwaymen, if they lhould eet 
with any, and all Whitney's Thoughts were upt be- 
ing revenged for the Abufe which was put on hi (he 
Day before. 

* At a convenient Place he got before them aid 
bid them Hand. The Gentleman whom heart 
before, not knowing him, he having difguifed m- 
felf after another Manner, brilkly cried out, Wt tn 

going to fay the fame to you , Sir, IVeftu 

fo ? quoth Whitney, And are you of r.\ Pro hr 
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h t n P — Yes, faid they both. If you are, reply ’d 
f\ bitney , 1 fuppofe you remember the old Proverb , 
Avo of a Trade can never agree, fo that you muft 
ot expert any Favour on that Score . But to be 
Iain, Gentlemen , the Trick will do no longer. 1 
7 aw you very well, and muft have your hundred 
’ ounds , Sir ; and your confiderable Sum , Sir, turn- 
ig to the other, let it be what it will, or IJhall 

S ake bold to fend a Brace of Bullets through each 
c your Heads. You, Mr. Highwayman, Jhould 
7 ve kept your Secret a little longer, and not have 
m/hd fo foon of having out -wit ted a Thief \ There 
now nothing for you to do but deliver, or die. ■ 
liele terrible Words put them both into a fad Con- 
;rnation : They were loth to lofe their Money, but 
ore loth to lofe their Lives ; fo of two Evils, they 
lofe the leaft ; the Tell tale Coxcomb difburfing his 
i jndred Pounds, and the other a fomewhat larger 
lm, profeliing that they would be careful for the 
cure not to count without their Hoft. 

Another Time Whitney met with one Mr. Hull, 
old U hirer in the Strand \ as he was riding a crofs 
ounftow- Heath. He could hardly have chofen a 
r retch more in Love with Money, and confequently 
ho would have been more unwilling to have parted 
ith it. 

When the dreadful Words were fpoken, he trem- 
xl like a Paralitic; and fell to expoftulating the 
ife in the moll moving Expreffions he was Mailer 
, profeliing that he was a very poor Man, had a 
ge Family of Children, and ihould be utterly 
ined, if he was fo hard hearted as to take his Mo- 
y from him. He added, moreover, a great Deal 
accruing the Illegality of fuch an Adion, and how 
ry dangerous it was to engage in fuch evil Courfes, 
bitney, who knew him, cried out in a great Paf- 
n : Sirrah , do you pretend to preach Morality 
an honeftcr Man than yourfelfp Is it not much more 
' a ercus to take a Plan's Money from him bravely, 
m to grind him to Death with eight or ten per Cent, 

■ •ft rr Colour of ferving him? You make a Prey of all 
ankhid, and NeceJJity in an honeft Plan , often is 
? Pica ns of his falling into your Clutches , who are 
'tain quite to undo him. 1 am a Plan of more Hon - 
*■ than to Jhcw any Regard to one whom I eftccn: an 
* xerny to the whole human Species. This once, Sir t 1 
• Ml oblige you to lend me what yon have without Bond, 
d confequently without Inter eft \ fo make no Words . — 
d Hull, hereupon, pulled out about eighteen 
Kind, which he gave with a pretty Deal of Grum- 
ng ; telling l.’m withal, that he Ihould fee him 
e Time or another, ride up Holborn-Hill back- 
irds. 

Whitney was going about his Bufineft, til! he 
ard thefe Words, when he returned, and pulled the 
e old Gentleman off his Horfe, putting him on a- 
in with his Face towards the Horfe's Tail, and 
ing his Leg?. . Now, fays he, you old Rogue, let 
* fee what a Figure a Plan makes when he rides 
\ • Awards, and let me havt the Pleafure, at leaft , 

' beholding you firft in that Pofture. So giving the 
orfe ihree or four good Licks with his Whip, he fet 
m a running fo fall, that he never Hop’d till he 
me to Hounftow Town, where the People loofed our 
entleman, after they had made themfelves a little 
?rry with the Sight. 

Whitney , like a great many others of the famePro- 
finn, affeded always to appear generous and noble : 
acre is one Inilance of this Temper in him, which 
may not be amifs to relate. Meeting one Day 
th a Gentleman on New- Market- Heath, whole 
Jme was and having robb'd him ofanhun- 

?d Pounds in Silver, which was in his Portmanteau, 
d up in a great Big : The Gentleman told him, 


that he had a great Way to go, and as he was un* 
known upon the Road, ihould meet with many Dif- 
ficulties, if he did not reftore as much as would bear 
his Expences. Whitney upon this opened the Mouth 
of the Bag, and holding it to Mr. Long , Here, fays 
he, take what you have Qccafton for. Mr. Long put 
in his Hand, and took out as much as he could hold : 

To which Whitney made no Oppofition, but only 
faid with a Smile, I thought you would have had more 
Confcicncc, Sir. 

Doubtlds it muft make fome of our Readers mer- 
ry, when they obferve how often the Heroes of 
thefe Sheets arc introduced as talking of Confidence, 
Virtue, Honour, Gcnerofity, &c. And it mull be 
confeffed, that they have Reafon for their Mirth. 

Tli is may, however, prove the real Beauty of thefe 
Perfections of human Nature , That even thofe who 
have leaft of them, difeover a Sort of Secret Value for 
them, and would aff'ert to poffefs what thev are of all 
Plen the far theft from. 

Our dexterous Butcher came once to Doncafter 
in York/hire , where he put up at the Red-Lyon- 
Inn, and made a very great Figure, having a pret- 
ty round Sum in his Poffefiion. While he reiided 
here, he was informed that the Landlord of the 
Houfe was reputed rich ; but that he was withal fo 
covetous, as that he would do nothing to help a poor 
Relation or Neighbour in Diftrefs ; and fo very 
fharp in his Bufinefs, that it was next to impoffible 
for any one living to impofe on him in the lead 
Particular. Nothing coula be fo plcafing to fuch a 
Man as Whitney, as out-wiccing one who was ef-fii? 
teemed able to out-wit all the World, wherefore he ^ 
was refolved to attempt this Mafter-ftroke of In- 
vention, as he fuppofed it muff be, if he fucceed- 
ed. 

He now gives it out, that he had a good Eftate, 
that he travelled about the Country merely for his 
Pleafure, and had his Money remitted to him as the 
Rents came in, Hill continuing for fome Time to 
pay for every Thing he had, till fuppofing his Hoff 
fufficiently fatisfy’d that he was really what he pre- 
tended, he one Day took an Opportunity to tell him 
that his Money ran ihort, and he Ihould be obliged 
to him for Credit, till he could have Returns. O 
dear , Sir, fays my Landlord, you need not give your - 
Jelf the leaft XJneaftnefs about fuch an Affair as 
this. Every Thing that I have is at your Service, 
and I Jball think myfclf honoured, if you pUaje to 
make ufe of me as a Friend. Whitney returned 
the Compliment with Abundance of Thanks and 
other Expreffions of Efteem, eating and drinking 
from Day to Day at the good Man’s Table, his 
Horfe alfo, all the while, being fed plentifully with 
the bell of Corn and Hay. And the better to Colour 
the Matter, and to prove that he really came out of 
Curiofity to fee the Country, there was fcldom a 
Day paffed, but he rode out to fome of the Neigh- 
bouring Villages, fometimes getting Mr. Inn-keeper ; 
fometimes other Gentlemen in the Town, to bear 
him Company, they being all proud of the Hon- 
our. 

It happened, that while he remain'd there, there 
was a Fair, according to annual Cuitom. Upon 
the Fair Day in the Morning a fmall Box, careful- 
ly fealed, ar.d very weighty, came directed to him. 

He open'd it, took out a Letter, and read, lcck'd 
it up, and gave it to his Landlady, defiring her to 
keep it in ner Cullody for the prefer. t, becaufe it 
would be fafer then in his own Hands; and or- 
dering the Landlord, at the fame Time to write 
out his Bill, that lie might pay him next Morning. 

As foon ae he had done thus, he wen: out, as though 
to fee the Fair. 

3 O 
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In the Afternoon lie comes home again in a great 
Hurry, and defjies his Horfe may be d refled and 
fuddled, he having a Mind to Ihew him in the Fair, 
and, if he could, to exchange him for one which 
he had feen, and which he thought was the fmell 
that ever he fix’d his Eyes on. 1 wifi have him. 
Jays he, if poffible, whether the Owner will buy 
mine or no , and though he coji me forty Guineas : 
He then asked for his Landlady to help him to 
his Box, but was told fhe was gone to the Fair ; 
whereupon he fell a Swearing like a Madman, That 
lie fuppofed fhe had locked up what he gave her, and 
taken the Keys with her, If Jhe has , quoth he, I 
had rtaher have given ten Guineas ; for / have no 
Money at all , but what is in your Poffejfion. En- 
quiry was made, and it was found to be as he 
laid, which put him into a Hill greater P.ifTion, 
though it was what he wilhed for, and even e.vpeded, 
the whole Comedy having been invented for the fake 
of this fingle Scene. 

The Landlord quickly had Notice of our Gentle- 
man’s Anger, and the Occafion of it; upon which 
he comes to him, and begs of him to be eaiy, offer- 
ing to lend him the Sum he wanted, till his Wife 
came Home. Whitney feemed to refent it highly. 
That he mud be obliged to borrow Money when he 
had fo much of his own ; however, as there was no 
other Way, he condescended, with Abundance of 
Reludance, to accept the Propofal, adding, That 
he defired an Account of all he was indebted as foon 
as poflible, for it was not his Cu flora to run Hand 
over Head. 

Having received forty Guineas, the Sum he pre- 
tended to want, he mounts kis Horfe, and rides to- 
wards the Fair ; but inflead of dealing there, for 
another Horfe, he fpurred his own thro’ the Crowd, 
as fall as he could conveniently, and made tbe belt of 
his Way towards London . At Night the People of 
'the Inn fat up very late for his coming Home, nor 
did they fufped any Thing the firlt, or even the fe- 
cond Night, when they faw nothing of him, he hav- 
ing been out before a Day or two together in his Pro- 
grefs round the Country, which they concluded was 
now the Cafe. But at the End of two or three Days, 
the Landlord was a little uneafy : and after he had 
waited a Week to no Purpofe, it came into his Head 
to break open the Box, in ordbr to examine it. With 
this View he goes to the Magiilrate of the Place, pro- 
cures his Warrant for fo doing, and a Conibble, 
with other proper WitnelTes to be prefent. We need 
not tell the Reader he was cheated, for every one will 
naturally conclude fo, nor need we fay, he was ready 
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to hang himfelf, when he found only Sand and Stop 
covered over, his Character may give an Idea of h 
Temper at this Time : But Whitney did not Care ft. 
his Landlord’s Pafiion, fo long as he got off fafe wi| 
the Money. 

This was however, the lall of his Adventures 
the Country, for not long after his Arrival in Tow 
he was apprehended in White Ftiars , upon the Info 
mation of one Mother Cofens , who kept a Bawd 
houfe in Milford Lane , Over-againlt St , Clement 
Church . The Magiilrate who took the Informatio 
committed him to Newgate , where he remained t 
the next Seffions at the Old- Bailey. 

After his Convi&ion, Sir S / L e, Kr 

Recorder of London , made an excellent Speech b 
fore he palled Sentence of Death, to him, and tj 
0 tlier Malefactors, fetting forth the Nature of th< 
fevera! Offences in very llrong Exprefilons, and a 
drelling himfelf to Whitney in particular, who 
exhorted to a fincere Repentance, as it was imp< 
fible for him to hope for any Reprieve, after fuel 
Courfe of Villainies. Vindicating the Juilice of t 
Law, and urging the Certainty of a Provider 
which purfues fuch as him, and at la i\ takes Venj 
ance on them for their Crimes. 

On Wednefday, the 19th of December , 1 6c 
Whitney was carried to the Place of Execution, whl 
was at Porter's Block , near Smithfield . When 
came there, and faw no Hopes of any Favour, 
addrelTed thefe few W ords to the People : 

I Have been a very great Offender , loth agai 
God, aad my Country, by tranfgr effing all La 
both Human and Divine. 1 believe there is not 
here prefent but has often heard my Name, before 
Confinement , and feen a large Catalogue of my Crin 
which has been made fublick fince. Why Jhould 1 t> 
pretend to vindicate a Life ftain'd with fo many en 
mous Deeds? 

fhe Sentence paft on me it juft , and I can fee 
Footfteps of a Providence , which I had before ? 
fanely laugh'd at, in my Apprehending and Convifli 
1 hope the Senfe which 1 have of thefe Things, h |; 
enabled me to make my Peace with Heaven, the 0 
Thing that is now of any Concern to me. Join 
your Prayers with me, my dear Countrymen, that ( 
would not ferfake me in my laft Moments . 

Having fpoke thus, and afterwards fpent a f 
Moments in private Demotion, he was turned off, 1 
ing about 34 Years of Age. 
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An Account of the Murder of the Reverend 


Mr. J o h 


HIS Gentleman had been Chaplain to a 
Regiment in Portugal , in the Reign of King 
Charles IL where he continued in the Dff- 
urge of his Office, till the Recalling of the laid 
giment : When arriving in Londsn , he preached 
i ee Months at St. Alphage in the Wall. After- 
i rds he was Curate to a Town called Laindon in 
/ex, where a Law Suit commenced between him 
; i fome Perfons of the faid Parifh, upon the Ac- 
( jnt of which me came up to London at the un- 
J )py Time when a Period was put to his Life in 
i : following Manner. 

Several profligate abandon'd Wretches, to the 
] imber of fix Men, and one Woman, took into 
i ir Heads one Day to way-lay, rob, and murder 
I i poor Man. Whether hearing his Bufinefs, they 
i ght think he had a pretty Deal of Money about 
I a : or whether they afled at the Infligacions of 
i le of Mr. Talbot's Enemies, is not certain ; how- 
i :r it was, they dogged him from four a-Clock in 
i Afternoon, whetherfoever he went. The Names 
( fome of thefe Mifcreants were, Stephen Eaton , a 
‘ infe&ioner ; George Roades , 3 Broker; Henry 
. icbardy Taylor ; and Sarah Swift. 

Mr. Talbot had recerved Information, that hts 
Iverfaries defign’d to arreil him, which made him 
little circumfpeft while he was abroad; for every 
<e who took any Notice of him, he imagined to 
I an Officer. This occafioned him the Fooner to 
1 alarm’d when he faw himfelf followed by five or 
i People, from Place to Place ; fo that turn which 
ayfoever he would, he was certain of meeting one 
• more of them. 

After he had fhifted about a long Time to no 
rpofe, in order to avoid, as he thought, their clap- 
l a Writ on his Back, he betook himfelf to Gray' s- 
n, whither being ltill purfued, he had there 3 
od Opportunity to take particular and accurate No- 
e of lome or all of thefe evil-difpofed Perfons. 
sre he took Shelter a little while, and writ Let- 
's to fome of his Acquainunce and Friends, re- 
*eftingthem to come and lend him their AffiAance 
order to fccure his Perfon. 

The Perfons whom he ient to failing him, he got 
imittance into the Chambers of one of the Gentle- 
“n of the Place, where he Ray’d till he fuppofed 
the Danger was over ; then taking a little Refretfi- 
“nt, he took the back Way, through Old. Street, 
d fo over the Fields to Shoreditch. 

Not long after he had got into the Fields he per- 
ved the lame Perfons at his Heels, w ho had dog- 
i him before. He was now more lurprized then 
-r, itbeing Eleven a-CIock at Nighr. The molt 
ffi^ble Method of efeuping that he could fee, was 
breaking through a Reed-Hedge, to n Garden 
->ule ; but before he could reach the Place, one or 
>re of the Villains feiz’d him, and began to pick 
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his Pockets. They found about twenty Shillings, 
and his knife, with which they attempted to kill 
him by cutting his Throat. 

Whether it was by Chance, on thefe Wretches pre- 
tended to an extraordinary Skill in Butchering Man, 
is uncertain ; but they firlt cut out a Piece of his 
Throat, about the Breadth of a Crown-Piece, with 
out touching the Wind-pipe ; and then, in the de- 
pendant Part of the Orifice, they fobbed him w ith 
the knife fo deep, that the Point almoll reached 
his Lungs. However, Providence fo far over-ruled 
their Cruelty, that they did not cut the Reccurent 
Nerves, which would have flopped his Speech, nor 
the Jugular Veins and Arteris, which if they had 
done, he had inAantly bled to Death without Reme- 
dy, and then poffibly no Difcovery had been made. 

There was a Cut in the Collar of his Doublet, 
which feemed to fhew that they attempted this Piece 
of Butchery before they Aripped him ; but then 
the Nature of the Wound intimated, on the Con- 
trary, that they pulled off his Coat and Doublet be* 
fore they accomplifhed their Defign. 

This bloody Deed was perpetrated at Annifeed - 
Clear , on Friday the zd of July 1669. While the 
Wretches were committing their Butchery, the Dogs 
bark’d, and the Beafls bellow’d in an uncommon Man- 
ner ; fo that feveral Gardeners rofe out of their Beds 
to prepare for the Market, fuppofing it had been 
Day-light, foon after it thunder’d and rain’d in a 
terrible Manner, which drew feveral Brickmakers 
out of their Lodgings to fecure their Bricks from 
the Weather, anti was alfo the Occafion that the 
Murderers did not get far from the Place where rheir 
Barbarity was a&ed before they were apprehended, 
fo that Heaven and Earth feem’d to unite in crying 
out againfl the inhuman Deed, and detecting the 
wicked Authori of it. ^ 

Some of the Brick-makers, who had been alarm’d 
by the Thunder and Rain, difeover’d Mr. Talbot ly- 
ing in his Shirt and Drawers all bloody : Thefe gave 
Notice to their Companions, who alfo came up. 
They then railed him, and cherifhed him with a 
Dram which one of them had at Hand ; whereupon 
lie immediately pointed which Way the Murderer; 
went. The Watch near Shoreditch w ere foon inform’d 
what had happen’d, and fome of them came as well 
to take Care of the wounded Gentleman, as to ap- 
prehend the Authors of his Misfortune. One of the 
Number quickly difeover’d a Man lying among the 
Nettles, and called up his Companions, fuppofing 
he alfo had been murder’d ; but W'hen they came 
to a nearer Examination, they faw a bloody Knife 
on one Side of him, and rhe Minilter’s Doublet on 
the other. Upon thefe Circumflances, prefuming he 
was guilty of the Murder, they apprehended him. 
At fir A he feign’d himfelf a-fleep, and then iudden- 
ly Aarting up, he attempted to make his Elcape, 

but 
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but in vain. A Pewter Pot, with the Mark was new- 
ly fcraped out, was found near him, and one of the 
Watchmen broke his Head with it, which made him 
a little more trattable. In the mean Time, Mr. 
Talbot, by the great Care of the Officers of the Night, 
was carried to the Star Inn at Shoreditch Church , 
where he was put to Bed, and whither a Surgeon 
was fent for to drefs, and take Care of his Wounds. 

This Man, who vva3 apprehended, was Eaton , 
the Confectioner, he was carried before Mr. Talbot, 
who inftantly knew him, and by Writing, declared 
that he was the Man who cut his Throat ; and that 
five more Men, and a Woman, were his Affociates. 
A fecond Time, upon Mr. Talbot' s own Requeft, 
Eaton was brought before him, when he continued 
ins former Accufation againlt him; whereupon he 
was carried before Jultice Pitfield, and by him com- 
mitted to Newgate. It was not long after Eaton , 
before the Woman was found, who alfo pretended 
to be a-fleep. Mr. Talhot fwore as pofitively to 
her, as he had done to the other, and enquired of 
the Conftable whether her Name was not Sarah? For 
he had heard one of her Comrades fay to her, when 
in Holborn, Shall we have a Coach Sarah ? The 
Conftable demanded her Name, and fhe not fufpeft- 
ing the Reafon, told him right, which confirmed 
the Evidence of the dying Gentleman. Shortly af- 
ter a Third, and then a Fourth was taken, who 
were alfo committed to Newgate, Mr. Talbot know- 
ing one of thefe alfo. 

The Care of Mr. Talbot's Wounds was commit- 
ted to one Mr. Litchfield , an able Surgeon, who di- 
ligently attended him ; and that nothing might be 
omitted which might conduce to his Recovery, Dr. 
Hodges one of the Phyficians employ’d by the City, 
during the dreadful Vifitation in 1665, was likewife 
called. To thefe, at the Roqneft of the Minifter 
of the Chart er-houfe, Dr. Ridgely was added. By 
their joint Dire&ion, he was in a fare Way to be 
cured, no ill Symptoms appearing from Monday 
Morning to the Sabbath-Day following, either up- 
on Account of Wounds, or otherwife ; for though 
lie lay fome Time in the Wet, yet thro’ the Ex- 
perience of thefe Gentlemen, he was kept from a 
Fever. Several other Surgeons alfo freely offered 
their Affiftance. 

About Noon on Sunday he wasdreffed, the Wound 
look’d well, and he feem’d more chearful than ordi- 
nary ; but within two or three Hours after, a vio- 
lent Fit of Coughing feiz’d him, which broke the 
jugular Vein, and caufed fuch an Effufion of Blood, 
that he fainted, and his extreme Parts were cold, be- 
fore any one could come to his Affillance. The Flux 
was once Hop’d, but upon coughing he bled again, 
fo that his Cafe was almolt pad Hopes. About 
one or two next Morning, he Pent for Dr. Atfield , 
Minifler of Shorditch Church to pray by him, and 
within two Hours after, he expired, having been 
very devout and compofed to the laft Moment. 

Several Attentions were made before the Juftice, 
and at the Tryal of the Prifoners, concerning Mr. 
Talbot's having been dogg’d and murdered, by thofe 
who had either feen him the Day before, or came 
up to him firft, when he was left in the lamentable 
Condition we have been deferibing. Mr Went, in 
particular, who was Cogitable of the Night, when 
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this Murder was committed, gave a particular >. 
lation of taking the Prjfoner% and of what J- t 
Talbot faid and wrote, when he favv any one of thlj 
The Papers which the Deceaied wrote were likc'e 
produced in Courr, and it was obfervable that e 
particularly exclaim’d againll the Woman, whorr ? 
called bloody every T'ime he mentioned her, a ffi 
ing, that fhe faid to her Companions fcveral Tin 
Kill the Dog, hill him . 

The Fadb and Circumftances wefe fo plain, 1 M 
the Jury found all the lour that had been tal* , 
guilty of the Murdef, not one of them being ; c 
to give a fatisfafrory Accoei c nt themfelves, or j 
prove where they were after fix o’Clock, the N: 1 
the bloody Deed was done. The Names of tl ; 
four was given at the Beginning of this Relatior 

Mr. Cowper, the Coruijer, and Mr. Litchfield r 
Surgeon, gave in their Informations, an exa& . 
count of Mr. Talbot's Wound, and both of tl \ 
depofed, That they verily thought it to be the 0 - 
fion of his Death. Mr. Litchfield faid, The K \ 
really penetrated his Lungs. 

The Night before Mr. Talbot died, he wrot ) 
Mr. Went the Conflable, defiring him to go to e 
Ordinary, and enquire with him of Eaton , whe r 
any of Laindon's People, employ’d or abetted 1 
in theFafthehad committed, if they did, to t 
their Names of him. But Eaton perfified in d> . 
ing, not only that, but even the Fatt irfelf, te! g I 
them in the moft folemn Manner, That , to s 
Knowledge , he ?ievcr in his Life Jaw Mr. Till 
till he was brought befot e him , after he was to 1 . 
Sarah Swift likewife being queliioned concern M 
her Guilt, and urged to confefs what fhe knew el 
anfwered. That Jhe would burn in Hell before t 
would own any Thing of the Matter . To fuel R 1 
uncommon Degree had thefe Wretches hard d 
themfelves in their Crimes. 

Mr. Talbot wrote alfo feveral Letters to is 
Friends, wirh an exatt Account of the Manner jr 
he had been followed for feven Hours together, d 
how he was at Jail fet upon, and ufed in the bai • 
ous Manner herein related ; but the Subftanc >f 
thefe Letters being interfperfed in the Story it f, 
it is needlefs to give them at large. 

On Wednejday the 14th of July, 1669. I 
Eaton , George Roades , and Sarah Swift were' *| 
vey’d in a Cart to Tyburn , where the two n I 
confeffed the Murder; but the Woman conrii d 
obftinate to the laft. Henry Prichard was rcprii d 
upon fome favourable Circumftances that were 
duced. 

’Tis wonderful what could excite thefe poor O 
tures to purfue the Blood of an innocent Man -at » 
unaccountable Rate, and indeed ’tis fcarce to Lc ;U 
gin’d, that they fhould pitch upon one from win 
they could have no very great Expectations, ui $ 
they had been’ hired ro do it, or had fome PcrM 
Quarrel with him r . which latter could nor be tf. 
However as none of them own’d who were 1 ir 
Abbettors, or whether they were employ’d at a’ir 
no, we mult not take upon us to judge in this C s 
but leave the Decifion of this Point to that 
and awful Day, when the Secrets of Men’s lit 15 
fhall be revealed, and every Tiling that lias. 1 a 
hid fhall be made manifeft. 
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rfeLlFE of the GERMAN PRINCESS. 


r H I S Woman was fo called from her pre- 
tending to be born at Collogn in Germany, 
and that her Father was Henry Van IVolvoay 
Do&or of the civil Law, and Lord of Holmfieim . 
it this Story was a Piece with her Addons, for ike 
is really the Daughter of one fleders a Chorifter 
the Cathedral of Canterbury, or, as fome fay, on- 
an indifferent Trader of that City, in which fhe 
is born the nth of January 1642. We can fay 
tie of her Education, only from her Inclinations 
:erward$ we may fuppofe fhe had as ranch Learn- 
r as is commonly given to her Sex. She took great 
-light in Reading, efpecially of Romances, and 
ioks of Knight Errantry ; Parifmus and Parifma- 
Don Belli ants of Greece , and Amadis de Gaul, 
re fome of her favourite Authors ; and fhe was fo 
iched with the Charadter of Otiana in the Latter, 
it fhe frequently conceited herfelf to be a Princefs, 
a Lady of high Quality. Cafandra and Cleopa - 
r were alfo read in their turns, and her Memory 
3 fo Tenacious, that fhe could repeat a great Part 
their Amours and Adventures very readily. 

Her Marriage was not agreeable to the high Opi- 
m fhe had entertained of her own Merit ; inftead 
a Knight, or a Squire at leail, which fhe had pro- 
fed herfelf, fhe took up with a Journeyman Shoe- 
iker whofe Name was Stedman , by whom fhe had 
0 Children, who both died in their Infancy. This 
an being unable to maintain her Extravagances, and 
•Dport her in the Splendour fhe always aim’d at, fhe 
is continually difcontented, till at lall fhe refolv’d 
leave him, and feek her Fortune. A Woman of 
r Spirit is never long in executing Things of this 
ature, fhe made an Elopement, fhe went to Dover, 

1 married another Hufband who was a Surgeon of 
at Town. 

Information of this Affair was foon taken, and fhe 
is apprehended and indicted at Maidjlone, for ha- 
ng two Hufbands, but by fome matferly Stroke, 
i.ich fhe never wanted on a preffing Occafion, fhe 
is quickly acquitted. This emboldened her to a 
ird Marriage, with one John Carleton , a Londoner, 
nich was the Occafion of her being hril publickly 
iown in Town; for fome of her old Acquaintance 
ving Carle ton's brother an Account of her former 
Vddings, fhe was again taken, committed to New- 
• te , and try’d at the Old-Bailey for Polygamy, 
ere again the Evidence againfl her was inefficient, 
that fhe was a fecondTime acquitted. 

Tis fequlfite, before we proceed any further in our 
rlation, to obferve, that between the two lail Mar- 
igc3, fhe embark’d on board a Merchant Ship 
nich carried her to Holland, from whence fhe tra- 
iled by Land to the Place fhe had fo often talk’d of 
e City of Cologn, where being now Millrefs of a 
nfiderable Sum of Money, fhe took a' fine Lodg- 
l at a Houfe of Entertainment, and lived in great- 
Splendour then fhe had ever before done. As it 
aulumary in England, to go to Epfom or Tun - 
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bridge Wells in the Summer Seafon, fo in Germany , 
the Quality ufually frequent the' Spawns : Here our 
Adventurefs had the picking of a few Feathers from 
an old Gentleman who fell in Love with her, and 
who had a good Ettete not many Miles c-ifbnt from 
Cologn, at Liege or Luget : By the Affiflance of the 
Landlady fhe managed this Affair with 10 much Ar- 
tifice, that he prefe.ited her with feveral fine and va- 
luab ! c Jewels, be/ides a gold Chain, with a very 
colHy Medal, which had been ioimerly given him 
for fome remarkable good Service, under Count Til- 
ley againfl the valiant King of Sweden, Gujlavus 
Adolphus , 1 he fooliih old Dotard urged his Paifion 

with all the Vehemence of a young vigorous Lover, 
palling her to Matrimony, and making her very large 
Promifes, till at Jail fhe gave her Confent to efpoufe 
him in three Days, and he left the Preparation of 
Things neceflary to her Care, giving her large Sums 
of Money for that purpofe. Madam now perceived 
it was high Time fo be gone, and, in order to her 
getting off with the greater Security, fhe acquainted 
her Landlady with the Defign, who had before fhar- 
ed pretty largely in the Spoils of the old Captain. 
The Hoflefs to be fure, was willing to' hearken to any 
Propofal that would help her a little more to fleece 
the doting Inamorato. 

The Princefs, however, was refolved this Time to 
have all the Booty to herfelf; and to accomplifh this, 
fhe perfwaded her Landlady to go into the Town, 
and get a Place for her in fome Carriage that did 
not go to Collogn ; bccaufe, fhe laid her Lover 
fhould not know whether to fellow her. The old 
Trot faw that this Precaution was very neceflary, and 
therefore a way goes fhe, to provide for the fafety of 
her Gueft, who was now diffidently to reward her 
out of her Dotard’s Favours. This was all our Ad- 
venturefs wanted, for as foon as fhe found herfelf left 
alone, fhe brok open a Cheft, where fhe had ob- 
ferved her Landlady to put all her Treafure, and 
there fhe found not only what fhe had fhared with her 
out of the old Man’s Benevolence, but alfo an ad- 
ditional Sum of Money not inco nfiderable. There is 
little Reafon to tell the Reader that fhe took all that 
was worth taking, there being none of her Character 
apt to fpare what it is in their Power to Seize, tho’ it 
be from a Brother or Sifler of their own Profeffion. 
Madam foon pack’d up her Parcel, and having before 
privately made fure of a PafTage to Utrecht . She 
fled thither, " from thence fhe went to Amjlerdam 
where fhe fold her gold Chain, Medal, and fome of 
the Jewels, then proceeded to Rotterdam, and then, 
to the Brill, where fhe took Shipping for Eng- 
land. , ^ 

She landed at Billing [gate one Morning very early , 
about the latter End of March, in the Year, 1663. 
but found no Houfe open till fhe came to the Ex* 
change Tavern, where fhe firft obtained the T ide 
of the German Princefs, in the following Man- 
ner. 

3 P She 
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She was got into the aforefaid Tavern, in Compa- 
ny with fome Gentlemen who fhe perceived, were 
pretty full of Money. Thefe Gentlemen addreffing 
her in the Manner ufual on fuch Occafions, lhe im- 
mediately feigned a Cry which lhe had always at 
Command. The Tcar$ trickled down her Cheeks, 
ffiefigh’d lhe fobb’d, and the Caufe being demand- 
ed told them, fhat lhe little thought once of being 
reduced to fuch a wre tched Neceflity as fhe was now 
in, of expofmg her Body to the Pleafure of every 
Bidder. Here fhe repeated the Hiltory of her Ex- 
tractions and Education, telling them a great Deal 
about her pretended Father, the Lord Henry Van 
Wohvay ; who, fhe faid, was a fovereign Prince of 
the Empire, independent of any Man but his facred 
imperial Majelly. Certainly , continued Jhe, any 
Gentleman may fuppofe what a Mortification it mufi 
be to a Woman born of fuch noble Parents, and bred 
up in all the Pomp of a Court , under the Care of an 
indulgent Father , to fuffer as I now do ; yet why 
did I fay indulgent Father ? Mas / was it not bis 
Cruelty that banijhed me his only Daughter, from his 
Dominions , only for marrying a Nobleman of the Court, 
whom J loved to Excefs, without his Knowledge? 
Was it not my Father that occafioned my dear Lord 
and Hujband to be cut off in the Bloom of his Age, 
by falfy accufng him of a Defign againfi his Per - 
fo+, a Deed which his virtuous Soul abhorred. Here 
lhe pretended her Sorrow would permit her to re- 
hearfe no more of her Misfortunes, and the whole 
Company was touched with Companion at the me- 
Jancholly Relation, which fhe fo well humoured, 
that they all looked upon it as true, giving her out 
of mere Pity, all the Money they had about them, 
promifmg to meet her again with more. This they 
alfo accomplifhed, and ever afterwards called her, 
the poor unfortunate German Princefs ; which Name 
lhe hid Claim to in all Companies. 

The Exchange Tavern was kept by one Mr. King, 
who was the fame as kept it when our Princefs re- 
ceived her Honourary Title. As lhe was now come 
from foreign Parts, with a great Deal of Riches, he 
believed more than ever the Truth of what lhe had 
before affirmed : Nor was Madam backwards in tel- 
ling him that fhe had raifed all her Wealth by pri- 
vate Contribution from fome Princes of the Empire, 
who were acquainted with her Circumilances, and 
to whom lhe had made herfelf known : Adding, that 
not one of thofe who had given her any Thing, dared 
to acquaint her Father that they knew where lhe 
was, beckufe they were all his Neighbours, and 
vaftly Inferior to him in the Number and Strength 
of their Force*, For , faid lhe, my Father is fo in- 
exorable, that he would make War upon any Prince, 
who he knew extended his Pity to me . 

John Carleton, whom we mentioned before as her 
third Hulhand, was Brother-in -Law to Mr. King. 
He made his Addrefles to the Princefs Van Wolway , 
in the moll dutiful and fubmiffive Manner that could 
be imagined, making Ufe of his Brother’s Interell, 
to negotiate the Affair between them, till with a 
great Deal of feeming ReluClance at Marrying one 
of com mem Blood, her Highnefs confented to take 
him to her Embraces. Now was Mr. Car let on as 
great as his Majefly, in the Arms of an imaginary 
Princefs ; he formed to himfelf a thoufand Pleafures, 
which the vulgar Herd could have no Notion of ; 
he threw himfelf at her Feet in Tranfport, and made 
Ufe of all the Rhetoric he could colled, to thank her 
for the prodigious Honour fhe had done him. But 
Alas ! how was he furprized, when Mr. King pre- 
fixed Him with the following Letter. 


SIR, 

I Am an entire Stranger to your Perfon, yet comnii 
Jufl'tce and Humanity obliges me to give you A' 
tice, that the pretended Princefs, who has pafled he 
felf upon your Brother, Mr. John Carleton, is a Che 
and an Imtoftor . 

If I tell you , Sir, that (he has already marri 
fevered Men in our County of Kent, and afterwar 
made off with all the Money jhe could get into L 
Hands, J fa y no more than could be proved, were J 
brought in the Pace of' Jufiicc. 

shat you may he certain I am not miflaken 
the Woman, pleafe to obferve that Jhe has hi 
Breafi, a very graceful Apprearance, and fpee 
feveral Languages fluently. 

Tours unknown, 

T. I 

After Mrs. Carlson (for fo we may at prefent < 
her) had got rid of her Hufband, and of the Prc 
cution for marrjing him, lhe was entertained by J 
Players, who were in Hopes of gaining by a Worn . 
who had made fuch a confiderable Figure on 
real Theatre eff the World. The Houfe was v 
much reforted to upon her Account, and lhe goi 
great deal of Applaufe in her dramatical Capaci 
by the feveral Characters lhe performed, wh l 
were generally either Jilt, Coquette, or Chamt •< 
Maid, either of which was agreeable to her artful -i 
trigueing Genius ; but what contributed moil to 
Fame, was a Play, written purely upon her Accot > 
called the German Princefs, from her Name, an< l 
which lhe performed a principal Part, befides fpe • 
ing the following Epilogue. 

Pve pafl one Trial, but it is my Fear 
1 Jhall receive a rigid Sentance here: 

You think me a bold Cheat , buy Cafe *twere fo 
Which of you are not? Now you s d j wear 1 km , 
But do not , left that you deferve to be 
Cenfur'd worfe than you can Cenfure me : 

The World?* a Cheat, and we that move in it. 

In our Degrees, do exercife our Wit ; 

And better * tis tv get a glorious Name , 

However got , than live by common Fame. 

The Prinoefs had too much Mercury in her C > 
ftitution to be long fettled iri any Way of Life wh 
foever : The whole City of London was too li l 
for her to Ad in, how was it poflible then I t 
lhe Ihould be confined in the narrow Limits oi 
Theatre ? She did not, however, leave the Stage > 
foon but lhe had procured a confiderable Numbe; f 
Adorer3, who having either feen her Perfon, or he 1 
of her Fame, were deiirous of a nearer Acqui- 
tance with her. As lhe was naturally given to Ct - 
pany and Gallantry, fhe was not very difficult of.* 
cefs j yet when you were in her Prefence, you w t 
certain to meet with an Air of Indifferency. 

There were two of her Bullies who doted on r 
beyond all the Rejl, a couple of fmart young J * 
lows, who had abundance more in their Pock » 
than they had in their Heads, Thefe from a <J* 
ficiency of Wit in themfelves, were very fond in i 
large Quantity of that Commodity which they 
covered in her Company. There is no Doubt t 
they had other Defigns than juft to converfe v i 
her, for they feveral Times difeovered an Inch - 
tion to come a little nearer to her Body : And I' 
dam was not fo ignorant, but lhe knew their Ale 
ing by their Whining ; fhe therefore gave them . 
couragemenr, till lhe had drained about 300/. * 


Pyrates , Highwaymen, Murderers, cCc. 239 


itce oat of them, and then , finding their Stock 
retry well exhaufled, fhe turn’d them both off, tel- 
ng them fhe wondered how they could have the 
nipudencc to pretend Love to a Princefs. 

After this, an elderly Gentleman fell into the 
me Condition, at feeing her, as feveral had donfc 
Tore, tho' lie was fifty Years of Age, and not ig- 
>rant of her former Tricks. He was worth about 
)0 /. per Jnnum , and immediately refolv’d to .be 
the Charge of a conflant Maintenance, provided 
c would confent to live with him. To bring a- 
)iit which he made her feveral valuable Prefents of 
ings, Jewels, &c. At lafl, after a long Siege, he 
came .Mailer of the Fort ; yet in fuch a Manner, 
at it ieemed rather to be furrcnder’d out of pur* 
jve and Generofity, than from any mercenary 
iews, for fhe always protefled againil being Cor-, 
pted, fo far as to part with her Honour, for the 
x of filthy Lucre, which is a common Artifice of 
; Sex. Our Gentleman, tho’, as has been re- 
trk’d, he was fenfible what fhe Jwas ; yet by De- 
^eshe became fo enamour’d, as to believe every 
' ling fhe faid, and to look upon her as the moll 
I tuous Woman alive. 

Living now as Man and Wife, fhe feem’d to re- 
( able her Endearments, and to give them all a grea- 
1 Air of Sincerity, fo that he was continually gra- 
t dog her with fome coitly prefent or another, which 
f always took Care to receive with an Appearance 
< oeing afhamed he fhculd bear fo many Obligati- 
c on her, telling him continually that fhe was not 
v rthy of fo many Favours. Thus did fhe vary in 
I Behaviour, according to the Circumllances and 
r mper of the Perfon fhe had to deal with. At 
1 , our old Lover came home one Night very 
r ch in Liquor, and gave her a Jewel of 5 /. Va- 
1 . and our Princefs thought this as proper a Time 
a any fhe was like to meet with, for her to make 
c inofi of his Worlhip’s Paffion. Accordingly 
l ing got him to Bed, and feen him fall afleep, 
vichhe foon was at this Time, fhe proceeded to 
rihim, finding his Pocket-Book, with a Bill for 
1 > /. upon a Goldfmith in the City, and the Keys 
ohis Trunks and Efcrutoires. 

ihe now proceeded to fecure all that was worth 
h while; among other Things, fhe made herfelf 
Mlrefs of 20 pieces of old Gold, a gold Watch, a 
gd Seal, an old Silver Watch, and feveral pieces of 
fte, with other valuable Moveables, to the Value 
lull of 150 l. Now fhe thought it bell for her to 
nke off as fail as fhe could with her Prize. So as 
fin as it was Day fhe took Coach, and drove to the 
CMfmith, who milirulled nothing, having feen her 
bore with the Gentleman, and mllantly paid the 
1 ) /. upon which ihe delivered up the Bill, 
daving thus over-reached her old Lover, Madam 
t<k a convenient Lodging, at which Ihe pall for a 
Ygin, with a Fortune of a icoo /. left her by an 
Icle ; to this fhe added, that her Father was very 
F:h, and able to give her as much more, but that 
diking a Man whom he had provided for her 
1 fband, fhe had left the Country, and retired to 
L don ; where fhe was in Hopes none of her Rela- 
tes would find her. That this Story might ap- 
F r the more probable, fhe contrived Letters from a 
Fmd which were brought her continually*; and in 
" ch, fhe pretended, fhe received an Account of all 
1 : pall, with refpeft to her Father and Lover. 

H -fc Letters being loofely laid about the Chamber, 
v e pick’d up by fter Landlady, who out of Curio- 
fi perufed the Contents, and by that Means became 
n e and more farisfied in her Tennant. This 
i idlady had a Nephew of coniiderabie Subltance, 

^ it was now all her Endeavour to make a Match 


between him and her young Gentlewoman, whom 
fhe foon brought to be pretty intimately acquainted 
together. 

The new Lover prefents her with a Watch, as a 
Token of his Efleem for her Perfon, but the poor 
innocent Creature refufed it with abundance k of Mo- 
defly. However, fhe was at lafl prevailed upon to 
accept this little Favour, and the young Man thought 
himlelf with one Foot in Paradhe already, that fhe 
was fo condefcending. Their' Amour 3 fter this, went 
on to both their Satisfactions ; Madam feeing a fair 
ProfpeCl of making a Penny of her Mamorato, and 
he not in the leail doubting but he fhould obtain 
his Wifh, and one Day or another enjoy that Hea- 
ven of Blifs, which, as he frequently expreffed it, 
was treafirred in her Arms. 

One Day as they were converfmg together, and 
entertaining each other with all the foft and tender 
Endearments of young Lovers, a Porter knocks at 
the Door, and upon being admitted, delivers a Let- 
ter to our Lsdy, being introduced by the Maid, who 
had received her InftruClions before-hand. Madam 
immediately opens and reads the Letter, but fcarce 
had fhe made an End, before altering her Counte- 
nance, fhe Shrieked out. Oh ! I am undone , I am 
undone . All the Company could fcarce prevent her 
falling in a Swoon, tho’ the fmelling Bottle was at 
Hand, and her young Lover fitting by her ; who, 
to be fure, did not fail to ufe all the .Rhetoric he 
was Mafler of, in order to comfort her, and’ learn 
the Caufe of her Surprife. Sir, quoth fhe at lafl , fince 
you are already acquainted with moft of my Concerns * 
I fhall not make a Secret of this : therefore if you 
pleafe , read this Letter , and know the Oc capon of 
my Affliction . The young Gentleman received it at 
her Hands , and read as follows . 

Hear Madam , 

4 T Have feveral Times taken my Pen in Hand, 

* JL °n purpofe to write to you, and as often 4aid 
4 it afide again, for fear of giving you more Trou- 
4 ble than you already labour under. However, as 
‘ the Affair fo immediately concerns you, I cannot 
4 in Juftice hide what I tremble to difclofe, but 
4 mull in Duty tell you the worll of News, what- 
4 ever may be the Confequence of my fo doing. 

4 Know then, that your affectionate and tender 
4 Brother is Dead. I am fenfible how dear he was 
4 to you, and you to him ; yet let me intreat you for 
4 your own fake to acquiefce in the Will of Provi- 
4 dence as much as poffible, fince our Lives axe all 
4 at his Difpofal who gave us Being. 

4 I could ufe another Argument to comfort you, 

4 that with a Siller leis loving than you would be of 
4 more Weight than that I have urged, but I know 
4 you your Soul is above all mercenary Views. I 
4 cannot, however, forbear juft to inform you 
4 that he has left you all he had ; and you know 
4 further, that your Father’s Eflate of 200 /. per 
4 Annum , can now devolve upon No-Body after his 
4 Decafe, but yourfclf, who are now his only Child 

4 What I am next to acquaint you with, may per- 
4 haps be almoil as bad as the former Particular. 

4 Your hated Lover has been fo importunate with 
4 your Father, efpecially fince your Brother’s De- 
4 ceafe, that the old Gentleman refolves, if ever he 
4 fhould hear of you any more, to marry you to him, 

4 and he makes this the Condition of your being re- 
4 ceived again into his Favour, and having your 
4 former Difobedience, as he calls it, forgiven: 

4 While your Brother lived, be was every Day en- 
4 deavouring to foften the Heart of your Father,- 
4 and we were but lafl Week in Hopes he would ’ 

4 have confented to let you follow your Indinations, 

4 if 


•240 -d General 

' if you would come Home to him again ; but now 
1 there is never an Advocate in your Caufe, who can 
c Work upon the Man’s peevifo Temper ; for he 

* fays, as you are now his foie Heir, he ought to be 

* more refolute in the Difpofal of you in Mar- 

* riage. 

‘ While I am Writing, I am furprifed with an Ac- 

* count that your Father and Lover are both prepar- 

* ing to come to Lohdon , where they fay they can 
‘ find you out. Whether or no this be only a De- 
s vice, I cannot tell, nor can I imagine where they 
‘ could receive their Information if it be true : How- 

* ever, to prevent the Worft, confider, whether or 

* no you can call off your old Averfion, and fubmit 

* to your Father’s Commands ; for if you cannot, 

* it will be moft advifeable, in my Opinion, to change 

* your Habitation. I have no more to fay in the Af- 

* fair, being unwilling to dircft you in fuch a very 

* nice Circumftance, the Temper of your own Mind 

* will be the belt Inftrudlor you can apply to, for 
‘ your future Happinefs or Mifery, during Life, de- 

* pends on your Choice. God grant that every 
‘ Thing may turn for the Better.” 

From your Friend, 

S. E. 

Our young Lover having read the Letter, found 
that foe had real Caufe to be affli&ed. Pity for her, 
and above all, a Concern for his own Intereft, and the 
Fear of lofing his Miftrefs to the Country Lover, 
thro’ the Authority of her Father, put him upon per- 
fwadir.g her to remove from her Habitation, and 
come to refidc with him, having very handfome 
Rooms, fit for the Reception of a Perfon of fuch high 
Quality. Thither foe went the next Day, with her 
Maid, who knew her Defrgn, and had engaged to 
afiift her theuein to the utmoft of her Ability. When 
they were come into Madam’s Bed-Chamber, they 
rcfolved not to go to Reft, that they might be ready 
to move off in the Morning at the nrft Opportunity. 
By turns they flept in their Cloaths on the Bed, and 
towards Morning when all were fiaft, but themfelves, 
they went to Work, broke open a Trunk, took a 
Bag with 100/. in it, and feveral Suits of Apparel, 
and then fiipt out, leaving our poor Lover to look 
for his'Money and Miftrefs together when he was ftir- 
ring, who were both by that Time far enough out of 
his Way. 

In a Word, it would be impoffible to relate half 
the Tricks which foe play’d, and mention half the 
Lodgings in which foe at Times refided. Seldom did 
foe mifs carrying off a confiderable Booty wherefoever 
foe came; at beft foe never fail’d of fomething, for 
all was Fifo that came to her Net, where there was 
no Plate, a pair of Sheets, half a dozen Napkins, or 
or a Pillobier ; nay, even Things of a lets Value than 
thefe would ferve her Turn, rather than foe would 
fuffer her Hands to be out of Pra&ice. Captain 
Smith , for the Sake of fwelling her Life, has made 
her the Attrefs of feveral Things which he has in o- 
ther Places apply’d to other People. We can fee no 
Caufe he had to do thus, fince there are many more 
genuine Fails that have come to knowledge then we 
fhall infert. 

One Time foe went to a Mercer ' s in Cheapjide , 
with her pretended Maid, where foe agreed for as 
much Silk as came to 61 . and pulled out her Purfe 
to pay for it, but there was nothing therein but feve- 
ral particular pieces of Gold, which foe pretended 
to have a great Value for : The Mercer to be fure, 
would not be fo rude as to let a Gentlewoman 
'•f Figure part with what foe had fo much elleera 
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for ; fo he ordered one of his Men to go alom 
with her to her Lodging, and receive the Mone 
there. A Coach was ready which foe had brough 
along with her, and they all three went up into i‘ 
When they came to the Royal-Exchange , Madar 
ordered the Coachman to fet her down, pretendin' 
to the Mercer that foe wanted to buy fame Ribbor 
fuitable to the Silk; upon which he fuffered th 
Maid, without any Scruple, to take the Goods alon 
with her, flaying in the Coach . for their retun 
But he might have flayed long enough, if he ha 
attended till they came again, for they, found Mear 
to get off into Threadneadle-Jlreet and the youn 
Man having waited till he was quite Weary, mad 
the beft of his Way home to rehearfe his Misfortur 
to his Mafter. 

Something of a Piece with this, was a Cheat ft 
put upon a French Mafter Weaver in Spittlefilea 
of whom foe bought to the of Value 40 1 . taking hii 
Horae with her to her Lodging, and bidding hi, 
make a Bill of Parcels, for half the Silk V^as for 
kinfwoman of hers in the next Room. The Frenchm; 
fate down very orderly to do as foe bid him, vvhi 
foe took the Silk into the nex t Room for her Nie 
to fee it : Half an Hour he waited pretty contentedl 
drinking foine Wine, which Madam had left hii 
Atlaft beginning to be a little uneafy, he mat 
bold to Knock, when the People of the Hou 
canje up, and upon his asking for the Gentl 
woman, told him foe had been gone out for 
Time, and was to come there no more. The po 
Man Teeming furprifed, they took him into the ne 
Room, and foe wed him a pair of back Stairs whi 
was the proper Way to her Apartment. Moqfit 
was at Brit in a Paiiion with the People, till th 
convinced him that they knew nothing of his Ge 
tlewoman, any more then that foe had taken cht 
Room for a Month, which being expired, foe w 
removed they could not tell whether. 

The next Landlord foe had was a Taylor, whe 
foe employed to make up what foe bilked the M 
cer and Weaver of. The Taylor imagines he 1 r 
got an excellent Job, as well as a topping Worn 
for his Lodger, fo he fell to Work immediate 
and by the Afliftance of forne Journeymen which 
hired on this Occafton, lie got the Cloths frail! 
againft a Day which foe appointed, when J 
pretended foe was to receive a great Number of \ 
liters. Againft the fame Time ihe gave her Lan r 
lady 20 j . to provide a Supper, defiring her 
fend for what was needful, and fhe would pay t 
Overplus next Day. Accordingly an elegant Enti I 
tainment was prepared. Abundance of Wine v p 
Drank, and the poor Taylor was as Drunk as 
Beall. This was what our Princefs wanted, for t 
Landlady going up to put her Husband to Bed, J 
and all her Guells flip’d out, one with a filver Tan 
ard, pother with a Salt, her Maid with th 
Cloths which was not on rheir B icks ; and, in aWoi 
not one of them all went off empty-handed. Bei 
got into the Street, they put the Maid and’the Bot 
into the Coach, getting themfelves into others, a 
driving by different Ways to the Place of their m 
Refidence, not one of them being difeovered. 

Another Time, foe had a mighty Mind, feen 
to put herfelfinto Mourning, to which Purpofe, l g 
fent her Woman to a Shop in the New- Exchange 
the Strand, where foe had bought fome Things t 
Day before, to defire that the People would bri 
Choice of Hoods, knots Scarves, Aprons, Cu 
and other Mourning Accutrements to her Lodgt 
inftantly, for her Father was dead, and fhe mull 
ready in fo many Days to appear at his Funei 
The Woman of the Shop prefently look’d out 1 
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Vic (he had of each of thefe Commodities, and made 
jtne belt of her Way to Madam’s Quarters. When 
(he came there, the poor Lady was ladly indifpos’d, 
io tn^c (lie was not able to look, over the Things till 
inter Dinner; when, if Madam Milliner wou’d pleafe 
•to come again; the did not doubt but they Ihou’d 
deal. The good Woman was very well fatisiy’d, 
I -tnd refus’d to take her Cioor's back again, but defir ’d 
.he might trouble her Ladyfhip fo far as to leave them 

» :herc "till fne came again; which was very- readily 
granted. At the Time appointed comes our Trade!- 
.voman, and afk if the Gentlewoman above Stairs was 
'it Home, but was told, to her great Mortification, 
■hatllie was gone out they could not tell whether, and 
i hat tliev believ’d fhe would never return again ; for 
I he had fouad Means, before her Departure, to con- 
’ey away feveral of cue moil valuable Parts of Fur. 
hitufe in the Room which fhe had hir’d. The next 
Day confirm'd their Suspicion, and made both the 
Landlord and Milliner give her up for ail Impollor, 
nd their Goods for loll. 

I Being habited, a la Mode, all in Sable, (he took 
looms in Fuller's- Rents in Flo l born, and fent for a 
oung Rirritter of Gray's- Inn. When Mr. Jufinian 
ame, fhe told him fhe was Heir to her deceas’d Fa- 
her, but that having an extravagant Hufband, with 
/horn fhe did not live, fhe was willing to iecurc her 
dLte in fuch a Manner as that he might not enjoy 
ae Benefit of it, or have any Command over it, for, 
’he had, {he was certain ot coming to want Bread 
1 a little Time. Here fhe wept plentifully, to make 
er Cafe have the greater Effed, and engage the 
,a\vyer to Hay with her till the plot fhe had laid 
auld be executed. While the grave young Man was 
ucting his Face into a proper Pofition, and fpeaking 
) the A Hair in Hand with ail the Learning of Coke , 
Woman came up Stairs on a fudden, crying out, O 
ord, Madam, vue are all undone ! for my Mafier is 
elow. He has been ajhing after you, and five ars be 
I •sill come up to your Chamber. I am afraid the Peo- 
ple of the Houfe will not able to hinder him, he ap- 
ears Jo refolutc . O Heavens ! lays our Counterfeit, 

vbat jhall I do? Why? fays the Lawyer, Why / 
uoth file, I mean for you , dear me, vshat Excufe 
mil Intake for your being here? 1 dare not ttll him 
our Quality and Bujincjs ; for that would endanger 
ll . And, on the other Fide, he is extremely jealous, 
herefore , good Sir, fep into that Clofct till I can 
'end him away. The Lawyer being furpnz’d, and 
lot knowing whit to do fo on a iudden, complied 
vith her Requett, and ttie lock’d him into the Clo- 
et, drawing tiie Curtains of the Bed, and going to 
he Door to receive her counterfeit Hufband, who, by 
his Time, had demanded Entrance. 

No fooner Was our Gentleman enter’d, but he be- 
;an to give his Spoufe the moil opprobrious Lan- 
guage he could invent. O Mrs. Devil, fays he, 1 
’.nder fi and you have a Man in the Room ! A pretty 
Companion for a poor innocent U oman, truly, one 
who is always complaining how hardly l ufe her. 

* Fhe re is the Son of a Whore ? I jhall Jacri fee him 
his Moment. Is this your Modejly , Madam? This 
•our Virtue? Let n:t fee your Gal Lint immediately , 
r, by the Light, you jhall be the firjl t'ifiim you rf elf . 
Jpon this, he made to the Clolet-Door, and forc’d 
t open in a great Fury, as he had before been di- 
eted. Here he difeovers our young Lawyer, all 
>ale, and trembling, ready to fink through the Floor 
t the Sight of one from w horn he could expert no 
Vleicy. Out flies the Sword, and poor Littleton 
vas upon his Marrow-bones in a Moment. Joft in 
his Lilian t Madam interpos’d, being refolv’d rather 
o die herfelf than fee the blood of an innocent Man 
pilt in her Apartment, and upon her Account. A 
Ci 


Companion, alfo, of our Bully Hufband, ttepp’d up, 
and wrefted the Sword out of his Hand by main 
Strength, endeavouring to pacify him with all the 
Rcafon and Art he was Matter of. But fiili, that 
there might be no Appearance of Jmpotturc, the 
more they ttrove, the more enrag’d our injur’d poor 
Cornuto appear’d, for fuch he thought to make the 
Lawyer believe he imagin’d himfelf. 

They could not, however, fo etfe^urJly impofe 
on our Limb of the Law as than he difeern’d no- 
thing of the Artifice : He began to fee himfelf tra- 
pann’d, and ventur’d to fpeak in his own Behalf, and 
tell the whole Truth of the Story. But he mignt as 
well have faid nothing; for the other infilled upon it 
that this was only Pretence, and that he came there 
for other Purpofes. His Honour was injur’d, and 
nothing would ferve but Blood, or other lufticient Re- 
paration. It was at htt refer r’d to the Arbitration 
of the other Man, who came with the fhrm Hus- 
band ; and he propos’d the Sum of 500 /. to make 
up tne Matter. This was a large Sum, and indeed, 
more than the Lawyer could wed raife : However 
he at latt confented to pay down 100/. rather than 
bring himfelf into frefh Inconveniences ; which they 
oblig’d him immediately to fend for, firtt looking 
over the Note, to lee that he did not fend for a 
Conttable inftead of the Money. Upon the Payment, 
they difeharg’d him from his Confinement. 

Not long afier tnis, our Princefs was apprehended 
for Healing a Silver Tankard in Covent Garden , and 
alter Examination, committed to Newgate. At the 
following Settions fhe was found guilty, and con- 
demn’d, but was afterwards repriev’d, and order’d 
for Tranfportation. This Sentence was executed, 
and !he was fent to Jamaica , where Ihe had not 
been above two Years, before ttie return’d to Eng- 
land again, and fet up for a rich Heirefs. By this 
Means, Ihe got married to a very wsalthy Aporheciry 
at IHeflminfcr, whom file tobb’d of above 300/. and 
then left him. 

After this, (he took a Lodging, in a Hou e where 
no body liv’d but the Landlady, a Watchmaker, who 
was alfo a Lodger, and hei felf and Maid. When 
Ihe thought her Character here pretty well efbblifh- 
ed, fiie one Night invited the Watchmaker and her 
Landlady to go with her and fee a Phy, pretending 
ttie had a Prelent of fome Tickets. They confented, 
and only Madam’s Mud, who was almolt as good as 
herlelf, was leftat Home. She, according to Agree- 
ment, in their Abience broke open almoft all the 
Locks in the Houle, Hole 200/. in Money, and a- 
bout thirty Watches; fo that the Prize, in all, a 
mounted to about tool, which fhe carried to a Place 
before provided, in another Part of the Townr Af- 
t he the Play was over, our Prince L invited her Com- 
panions to drink with her as the Green Dragon Ta- 
vern in Fleet ft reef, where fhe gave them the Slip, 
and went to her Maid. 

We now proceed to the Cataftrophe of this prodi- 
gious Woman, who, had fhe been virtuotfiy inclin’d 
was capable of being the Phoenix of her Age ; for it 
was impoflible for her not to be admir’d in every 
Thing Ihe faid and did. The Manner of her latt and 
fatal Apprehenfion, was as follows, we having taken 
the Account from the Papers of thofe Times. 

One Mr. Freeman , a Brewer in Southwark, had 
been robb’d of about 200/. whereupon he went to 
Mr.’ Lawman, Keeper af the Marjhaljea , and defi- 
red him to fearch all fuipicious Places, in order to 
difeover the Thieves. One Lar.cafer was the Per- 
fon molt fofpetled, and while they were fearch in g a 
Houfe near New Spring-Gardens for him, they 
fpied a Gentlewoman, as ihe feemed to be, walking 
in the two pair of Stairs Room in a Night-Goun : 

3 Mr .Low 
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Mr. Lvuman immediately enters the Room, fpies 
three Letters on the Table, and begins to examine 
them : Madam feems offended with him, and their 
Difpute caufed him to look on her fo iledfaftly that 
lie knew her, call’d her by her Name, and carried 
away both her and her Letters. 

This was in December 1672, and fhe was kept 
clofe Prifoner till the 1 6th of January following, 
when fhe was brought by Writ of Habeas Corpus to 
the Old Bailey , and afk’d whether or no fhe was the 
Woman who ufually went by the Name of Mary 
Car let on y to which fhe anfwered, that fhe was the 
fame, the Court then demanded the Reafon of her 
returning fo foon from the Tranfportation fhe had 
been Sentenced to. Here fhe made a great many 
triflng Evafions, to gain Time, by which Means fhe 
gave the Bench two or three Days Trouble. At laft, 
when fhe found nothing elfe would do, fhe pleaded 
her Belly, but a Jury of Matrons being called, they 
brought her in not quick with Child. So that on 
the lail Day of the Seffions fhe received Sentence of 
Death, in the ufual Form, with a great deal of Intre- 
pidity. 

After Condemnation fhe had abundance of Vifi- 
tants, fome out of Curiofity, others to converfe with 
her, learn her Sentiments of Futurity, and give her 
fuch Inftruftions as were needful. Among the Lat- 
ter, was a Gentleman to whom fhe gave a great 
many regular Refponfes ; in which fhe difeovered 
herfelf to be a Roman Catholick y profeft her Sorrow 
for her paft Life, and wifh’d fhe had her Days to 
live over again ; fhe alfo blam’d the Women who 
were her Jury for their Verditt, faying, that fhe be- 
lieved they could not be fure of what they teftify’d, 
and that they might have given her a little more 
Time. 

On the 2 2d of January , which was the Day of 
Ler Execution, fhe appeared rather more Gay and 
Brifk than ever before. When her Irons were taken 
off, (for fhe was fhackled) fhe pinn'd the Pifture of 
her Hufband Carleton on her Sleeve, and in that 
manner carried it with her to Tyburn . Seeing the 
Gentleman who had converfed with her, fhe faid to 
him in French, Mon Ami , le bon Dieu vohs benijjfe. 
My Friend, God blefsyou . At hearing St. Sepulchre's 
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Bell toll, fhe made life of fere rat Emulations. One 
Mr. Crouch , a Friend of hers, rode with her in the 
Cart, to whom fhe gave at the Gallows two Popifh’ 
Books, called, The Key of Paradifey and The Ma- 
nual of Daily Devotion. At the Place of Execution 
fhe told the People, That floe had been a very vain 
Woman , and expetted to be made a Precedent for Fin ; 
that tho ' the World had condemned her 9 foe had mu&h 
to fay for herfelf ; that jhe pray'd God to forgive her y 
as Jhe did her Enemies ; and a little more to the fame 
Effeft. After which, fhe was turn'd off, in the 3.8th 
Year of her Age, and in the fame Month fhe was 
born in. 

Her Body was put into a Coffin, and decently bu- 
ried in St. ThW/jVs-Church-Yard, on which Occa- 
fion a merry Wag wrote this Diflich. 

The German Princcfs here, again!! her Will, 
Lies Underneatby and yet. Oh Itrange ! lies fill. 

Verfes on the GERMAN PRINCESS. 

I. 

tr»At might cur Princefs be eftcemeet, 

If Women all are Wonders deem'd j 
Since y from the fame unfounded Caufe, 

Of Wonders, (he the W ondcr <was? 

II. 

A Woman's Arts 9 the learn d pretend , 

No Alan alive can comprehend : 

Carleton in voileSy vohenever try' d. 

Exceeded all the Sex befide . 

III. 

No Woman s Craving can be fill'd. 

So Solomon the vjife Alan ht Id ; 

By any fingle Man he meant ; 

Not fifty Carleton could content. 

IV. 

In Vain her Qualities voe trace ; 

O'er all the Sex foe claims a Place ; 

For all the vcondrous Sex combin' d 
To call her W ynder of their Kind. 
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The LIFE of THOMAS WATERS. 


r^HOMAS WATERS was born of very 
reputable Parents at Henley upon Thames in 
. ~ Oxfordjhire . His Father and Mother both 
iy when he was very young, and left him to the 
of an Uncle, who put him Apprentice to a No- 
arPublick behind the Royal Exchange. But Bufi- 
iel vas what his Mind was not turn'd for, and the 
ieitude of feven Years appear'd to him a grievous 
rf g ; whereupon he gave himfelf a Difcharge with 
u he Leave of his Matter, before he had ferv'd 
al he Term. What little Money he had was foon 
xpded, and he was expos'd to the wide World, 
/it »ut any vilible Way of getting a Living in it : 
s hij Circumttances foon inclin'd him to apply him- 
>11 o the Highway, as the only Method he could 
t f fupporting himfelf ; there being this peculiar 
id'itage in the Life of an Highwayman, that he 
se not want a Livelihood fo long as he has 
tyion for it, if he will but be indulirious in this 

0 :ion : He may rob till he is taken, then the 
0 ( ty mutt maintain him till the Seffions or Affixes, 
ic 'he has the Luck to be hang'd, there's an End 

ce of all his Wants. This was Tom's Way of 
u ng, and his whole Life afterwards was a Series 
ttions agreeable thereto. 

’ Is true he enter'd himfelf at firtt into the Earl 
over's Troop of Guards, but the Pay of this 
:r :e was not at all proportionable to his Expences, 
it he was a Soldier rather to conceal himfelf 
lafor the Profit of his Place. The Highway was 
u* more advantageous, and he foon entirely neg' 
ft his Duty, a’nd deferred, for the fake of living 
0) at Freedom upon the Stock of his good For- 

II 

1 • firtt Exploit was on about twenty or thirty 
y es, whom he faw near Bromley in Kent , as 
tejwere coming one Morning early out of a Barn, 
ht: they had lain all Night. He rid up to them, 
id ommanded them to Stand, with threatening to 
io f half a Score of them through the Head, if 
edid not obey his Command inftainly. Thefe 
‘febrs were pretty patient thus far ; but when he 
;d ’d them to draw their Purfe-Strings, they fer up 
l <itcry as terrible, as the Halo loo of the Wildlrijb, 
lit they lofc a Cock or a Hen. The being robb'd 
a Highway was fomething new to them, who 
idJl their Lives long been us’d to defraud every 
ie’iey met with. Some of them intreated his Pity 
idj’ompaffion in a miferable Tone : Others began 

> I his Fortune ; promifing him abundance of 
ic|s, and every Tiling elfe they could think of 
latus deferable, and bettowing on him more Blef- 
ig- than the Pope would have fold for all the 
eh they had to lofe, tho' perhaps his Benedifti- 
• 1S! ave not a Halfpenny more intriufick Value in 


theirs. Tom was 


'id 


not fo fuperttitious at this 


to take Notice either of their Predictions 
■ ir Bldfings; he wanted the ready Rhino ; lor 
!d Proverb, 7 bar one, Bird in Hand is worth 
i the Bufh, was one of his darling Maxims. A 


Plague take you, fays he, for a Company of cant in? 
Whores and Rogues , I know what my Fortune is 
well enough : 1 Jhall be hang'd, if I don't mend 

my Manners, and fo 'tis poffblc fome cf you may he 
too : However , neither this Similitude in our For- 
tunes, nor all the Jargon you can mufer, will do you 
auy Service; fo deliver , or I'll fetid half cf you to 
your old Friend the Devil. 

When our Tribe of Jugglers found he was rcfolutc- 
ly bent upon taking what they had, they began to 
empty their Pockets of a large Quantity of Silver 
Spoons, Tatters, Gold Rings, &Y which they either 
ttole, or perfuaded fome of the filly Country People 
to give tham, for having their Fortunes told. Thefe 
Moveables, together with what Money they produc'd, 
amounted in all to Sixty Pounds. By that Time Tom 
had got his Booty, feveral Country Fellows in the 
Neighbourhood, who were alarmed at the firtt Out- 
cry, came running to fee what was the Matter, with 
Clubs, Flails, and Pitchforks in their Hands. Tom 
faw them coining, and rode to meet them, erving 
out, 7 hat while one cf the Cypfies was telling his 
Fortune, Jhe pick'd his Pocket to a confide ruble Va- 
lue, and would not return him any Thing again ; for 
which Reafon he had been l a fin g fame of them with 
his IVhip. Tou did very well, Majtcr, Lid the Boors ; 
for there are not fiub Thieves in Hell c.s thefe Gyp/ies 
are. This turn’d the Rage of the Countrymen up- 
on the Tawny Tribe, fo that they drove them all 
our of Sight with their Sticks, and throwing Stones 
at them, while Tom rode laughing off, to think: 
how he had impos'd on them. 

One Time he met with an Hottler on the Road 
from York f re to London, who had once liked to 
have betray'd him at an Inn in Doncaftcr. This Fel- 
low had fav’d together Forty Pounds, and was com- 
ing to Town in order to improve it, either by jocky- 
ing, or keeping an Alchoufe ; the two Ways his 
Countrymen commonly apply themfclves to. Tern 
knew him again, and the Remembrance of fa eh a 
grofs Affront was enough to make him a little 
rough * however, he promis'd to fpare his Life, 
tho’ he did not deferve fuch a Favour, if he deli- 
ver'd what he had without WcrJs. The Hottler 
was confcious of what he had done, and fo he fur- 
render'd ; but at the fame Time begg'd th^t l Pa- 
ters would return him Part of it, becaufe other- 
wife he was utterly undone But inttead of heark- 
ening his Repuctt, Tom lhot his Horfe, and advis’d 
him to tramp down into Vorkfrc again on Foot, 
and take to his old Vocation, at which he would 
foon find Ways and Means to make up his Lofs. 

If Travellers fay true, our Adventurer might not be 
much mittaken ; for the Honctty of aa Holder is a 
Proverb on the Road. 

Another of Waters* s Adventures was with Sir 
Ralph D clival, at that Time Vice-Admiral of the 
Englijh Fleet, whom he very well. The Meeting 
was ( U the Road between Portfmouth and Petcrsjield. 
ll\ll overtaken , Brother Tar , quoth *T&m, pray what 
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Religion are you of? Sir Ralph flared at him, and Before he was carry’d from Newgate, he deli v d 
Dem’d aftonifh’d at his Impudence. IV bat Bufinefs a Paper to fomc of his Friends, the Subllan<of 
have you , fays he, to enquire about my Religion ? which was as follows. 

Nay, Sir Ralph, Waters reply’d, I had only a Mind 

to a/k a civil fhieftion, bee a it fe I have been inform'd ^T mu ft be c on f efts' d, that at frft Thought a r* 
that _ 



you another Thing . Pray do you apprehend you Jhali 10 leave an my companion!) an my I /m fares , am m 
be robb' d before y oil come to the End of your Journey? a Word, all that at prefeut feems waft engaging 1 
Not at all , quoth the Admiral, 1 have my Footman ther in a literal Safe , "lo be no more, or to tc a 
behind me. Novo there you and 1 are of two Opinions, Leap in the Dark the Lord knows whither, 
fays Tom ; for 1 believe you will be robb' d very If the fr/l of theft were certain , 1 Jhould u 
quickly. While he was fpeaking his Pidols were out, nothing more to do than to bid all my Friends Cf 
and Mailer and Man were threaten’d with Death, b’ w’ ye, and take the fniftAng Swing with the w 
if they offer’d to ftir Hand or Foot/ In this Con- P leaf re that 1 go to Jleep at Night ; or if on i fl . 
dition the Knight thought it his bed Way to fave tber Hand , I were jure of taking a Supper this l n . 
his Life by delivering his Money; which he did, ing, either in Paradife or Tartarus, and of ke nf 
to the Tune of ninety Guineas, befides a Gold my Habitation there to Eternity, provided 1 we) &. 
Watch. Tom thank’d him very heartily, bid him form' d in which of tbefe Places it was to be, I j |£ 
not be fo pofitive another Time of efcaping a Rob- have no Occafan to remain in this fluctuating , c h 
bery, and fo took his Leave to go in quell of other fah State of Mind ; but give Way either to Dt i 
Adventures, and fpend the Profit of this. °r Tranfport, according as my Entei tainment wo, (n 

On the fame Day, between Guildford and Godal- pbeajing or dreadful, 
mingy he met with the famous Hermaphrodite 9 who But none of tbefe Things can be determin'd M 
liv’d formerly in Lamb's - Conduit -Fields, and after- this very Uncertainty of A fairs is enough to m 
wards at Gofport . A mere Frolick excited him to Man thoughtful : W ? are apt always to fea 
rob this Perfon, that he might have fuch an Adven- worft where two Extremes are before us, one of < ■ 
ture to talk of afterwards. He Hopp’d her (for fhe cannot be avoided ; efpecially if we are eonfei 
was drefs’d in Woman’s Apparel) with a Volley of not having perform'd the Terms on which the 
Oaths and hard Names ; calling her Mafculo-Fe- promifed . 

minine Monfler ; half Dog, half Bitch ; and abun- Yet, after all , why Jhould we fear the 
dance to the fame Purpofe ; telling her, That he did where every Thing is equally doubtful? Dot 
not at all fear Profecution : For , as thou art neither Sailor always think of drowning when he 
Man nor Woman , fays he, ’ twill be impofjsble for thee Sea? No ; he is as cheerful , as though the E, 
to lodge a Bill a gain ft me. He got from this Perfon be was upon expofed him to no Danger. Why t 
about Twenty Pounds, which pleas’d him more than Death only are our Fears fo powerful? lean 
any other Booty he ever got in his Life, as he fre- Reafonfor it , and therefore 1 will endeavour to 
quently us’d to declare. no of it, but turn all my Thoughts to the . 

For the Space of five Years and upwards he con- 771 ent °f the few Moments I am to be here , i.\ 
tinued his Robberies, during which Time he com- Manner which has ufually afforded me the mofl • 
mitted almoft an incredible Number : But as few of f ure > aj td as to Futurity *■ 1 1 ■ be as eafy as, 
thefe Fellows efcape the Demerit of their Crimes, Shoe. 
though they may elude it for fome Time, fo Tom 

fell at lail into the Hands of the Law. His lad You fee. Gentlemen , 1 have reafon d myfeljX 
Robbery was on Hounjlow -Heath , a Place where al- out °f Breath , and neither 1 nor you are the wij I 
mod all of them at one Time or another try their For- all 1 have faid. Things fill remain as they 
tunes. He took from one John Hofey, a Briftol Car- an ^ will dofo infpitc of all our Enquiries, la m 
rier, above Fourteen Hundred Pounds in Money and t ^ e ^ a y of all Flrjh , and yet I know not a f * 
Plate ; fome of which latter was found on him when *be Road beyond Tyburn ; nor am 1 like to knovf 1 
he was apprehended. For this Fa'dt he receiv’d Sen- C077ie Hither , and then I muft take it as it rm j | 
tence of Death ; and being convey’d to Tyburn in a am t0 be bang'd ; that's all you'll ever know ■ [wj 
Coach, on Friday the feventeenth Day of July , in an ^ 1 would ever have you deftre to know . h% 
the Year 1691 , he was there executed, in the Twenty He Job's over , go home and be merry , and let bn 
fixth Year of his Age ; going off the Stage in a very Waters never more give you an uneafy Thought . I 
refoluce Mrnner. 
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The LIFE 0/ G#wi« EVAN EVAN S. 


f 

»* ip | II E Title of Captain, was only aftumed by 

t l I this noted Criminal, who was born in South - 
JL Wales , and his Father, who kept an Inn at 
Brecknock, the chief Town in Erecknocklhird , having 
\ iven him good Education, put him Apprentice to 
n Attorney at Law ; but his vicious Inclinations, 
jgether with the Opportunity he had of correfpond- 
ig with fome Gentlemen of the Road, (as fuch 
.ogues afFe&ed call themfelves) who frequented his 
ather’s Houfc, he foon came to ad in the fame 
ieked Courfes they follow’d, and in a little Time 
•jeame the mofl noted Highwayman in tbefe Parts, 
wing made prodigious Booties of the Weljh Grafi- 
■s and others. 

The Captain onee happening to be under a Guard, 
ho were conducting him to Shrevojbury Goal, with 
s Legs ty’d under the Belly of the Horfe, one of 
s Attendants had got an excellent Fowling-Piece, 
hich was then loaded, and the Prifoner , efpying a 
leaiant pearching upon a Tree, with a deep Sigh 
prefs’d the Dexterity he had ufed formerly in kill- 
g fuch Game ; fo humbly requeuing the Gun, that 
: might (hoot at fo fine a Mark, the ignorant Eel- 
w readily complied with his Requeft. But no fooner 
d the Captain got the Piece into his Hands, but he 
urged upon -his Guard, and fwore a whole Volley 
Oaths, chat he would fire upon them if they itir- 
d one Step farther. Then retreating from them 
>on his little Poney to a convenient Dillance, he 
mmanded one of them that was bell mounted, to 
me near him and alight ; which being done, and 
e Bridle of the Horfe on a^Hedge, the poor Fel- 
w was obliged to throw him' his Piftols, and then 
as admitted to approach nearer the Captain, who, 
efenting one of them at his Head, obliged him 
lofe his Legs, and retire to his Companions : 

I his being alfo done, he foon left his little Scrub, 
ounted the fine Gelding, and rode off. 

( The Captain then coming to London, the Coun- 
/ being too hot to hold him, upon his handfome 
.‘haviour and Carriage, which was fome what Ex- 
\ordinary, as likewife his Perfon, he got to be 
erk to Sir Ed?nund Andrews, then Governor of 
I lernfey , and continued there in that Capacity for 
, ree or four Years ; but Money not coming in fall 
ough in that honeft Employment, to fupport his 
eked Inclinations, he foon left that Service, re- 
rn’d to Lo?idon , and took a Lodging at the three 
eats Tongues in Nicbolas-Lane, where he puffed 
r a Gucrnfcy Merchant, or a Captain of a Ship, and 
:>k his younger Brother JHlliam Evans, as a Ser- 
nt to wait on him, giving him a Livery, under the 
l )lour of which he committed feveral notorious 
>bberies on the Highways about London. 

One of his bolded and mofl daring Robberies, was 
immitted on ’Squire Harvey of EJJex, between 
He -End and Bow, in the Day-time, from whom 
took a diamond Ring, and Money, to a confi- 
ne Value, as he was riding home in his Coach 
m the Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, the late 
65 
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Queen Anne having that Day honoured the City with 
Royal Prefencc. 

Sometime after that, meeting not far from Hamp- 
fiead, with one Gambol a Writing-Mailer, living in 
Exeter-Jlreet, behind Excter-Exchange, in the Strand, 
walking with his Wife, he made bold to command 
them to deliver what Money they had, which they 
very obftinately refilling, the Captain took what 
Money he found in their Pockets, which was about 
thirty or forty Shillings, and for their Prefumptioa 
of not being obedient to the Dodrine of Non-re- 
fiftance, obliged them upon pain of Death, to (trip 
themfelves Itark naked, and then tying them [dole 
Belly to Belly, with their Clothes by them, (for 
he did not take them away) bound them to a 
Tree, and rode off., But before lie / left them, he 
,liad chalk’d in great Letters juft over their Heads 
on the Body of the Tree, that Gambol t and his 
Wife were Adamites ; which i$ a fort of Seel which 
teaches their Profelytes both Men and Women, to 
pray in their Meetings, and perform other divine 
•Services, Hark naked; which Pofture- they call the 
Hate of Innocency, and the Places the)- aftemble 
in, Paradife. . 

Another Time, Captain Evans * and his Brother, 
with two other Perfons, attacked a Member of Par- 
liament on Bagjhot- Heath, who. was travelling m 
a Coach and fixjHorfcs, with three, other Gentle- 
men in it, and no lefs than four Gentlemen on Horfe- 
boek well arm’d, befidcs three Footmen, a Coach- 
man and Poftillion. This honourable Perfon and the 
reft had a Jealoufy they were Highwaymen coming 
to approach them, and with their Arms, as two Blun- 
derbufles, a Carbine, and Piftols loaded, flood up- 
on the defenfive Parc, which occafion’d a Field 
Fight for above the Space of a Quarter of an Hour, 
feveral Charges and Difeharges being made between 
them, but to no other Hurt done but the Horfe 
fnot dead on which the Captain’s Brother William , 
alias his Footman, rode on. 

The Captain and the reft of his Accomplices be- 
ing ili.ll delperate, the Parliament Man drew his 
Sword, and Evans his, and ventur’d to engage in 
a iingle Combat to five farther Bloodfhed ; but in 
this iairly trying their Skill, Evans difarming the 
other, generoufty return’d him his Sword again, ac- 
cepting only of a good Horfe to carry nis Bro- 
off, and what Money they plcaPd to colled a- 
mong them; for which genteel Piece of Behaviour, 
that honourable Perfon aiteruards endeavoured co 
fave his Life. 

Not long after this Exploit, Captain Evans meet, 
ing by Kilhurn-JVarren , one U' argent a Bricklay- 
er, who for his vail Bulk might be term’d a Co- 
la/s, his vail Bignefs at firJl, put our High way m; n 
into a Surprize, till approaching him nearer, he 
commanded him to Hand ; when narrowly iearching 
his Head, and viewing his back Part, he found by 
his having no Horns and Tail, that he was r.o Ox, 
as he firft fuppofed him to be at fome Diftanee, he 
3 & ventured 
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ventured to fearch his Breeches next, in which he 
found a fiiver Watch, and feventeen or eighteen 
Shillings in Money, which converting to his own 
Ufe, he rode ofFin quefl of another Prey. 

One remarkable Robbery he committed with his 
Brother, was this : As he was travelling Portfmoutb 
Road in Surrey, meeting a parcel of Headboroughs 
or Conftables conducing about 30 poor Fellows 
they had preft to 'Portfmoutb Garrifon, Captain E- 
vans afked the Reafon of Iheir being led fo as Cap- 
tives ty’d with Cords. The Officers told him they 
were for the Service, and that they had ten Shil- 
lings for each Man they had fo impreft. Fie high- 
ly commended them for performing their Duty, and 
rode off : But coming up with them again in a 
more convenient Place, he and his Brother attack- 
ed them with fo much Fury, that fetting all the 
Piifoners at Liberty, they robbed all the Headbo- 
roughs of every Penny they had, and then binding 
them Hand and Foot in a Field, they made the 
bell of their Way off. 

Another Time Captain Evans meeting on Finch- 
ly Common, one Cornijk an Informer, and com- 
mon Affidavitman, he faluted him with the un- 
welcome Words Stand and Deliver , or otherwife 
he would Ihoot him thro’ the Head. Poor Cor - 
nijh flood trembling like an Afpin Leaf, and hearti- 
ly begged and prayed that he would fave his Life, 
tho* he took all he had from him ; but if he did 
rob him, he was certainly ruined and undone. 
Quoth Evans , What a Plague are you a Spaniard, 
that you carry all your Riches ahouut you ? No, 
Sir, (reply 'd Cornijh) I am a poor honeft Man, as 
all my Neighbours in St, Sepulchre'/ Parijh know, 
belonging to the Chamberlain, Said Evans then. 
What Inn do you live at ? Perhaps you may do me 
a Piece of Service, by informing me of voealthy 
Pajfengers lying at your Houfe ; aud if fo, l fall 
generoufly reward you. Quoth Cornijh , Sir , 1 be- 
long to no Chamberlains of Inns, but to the Cham- 
berlain of London, to whom I give an Informa- 
tion of Perfons fetting up in the City , that are not 
Freemen, of Apprentices not taking up their Freedom 
when out of their Tivies, ani other Matters 
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which come under the Cognizance of that Of a 

Said Evans, D n you and the Chamberlain 

London too , 1 thought all this while you had l 
longed to fine Inn, aud fo might have given i 
Intelligence in ?ny IP ay of Bufinefs, but as I f 
the contrary, 1 have no more lime to lofe with yo 
• Deliver , or you are a dead Man / So fearchi 
Cornijh' s Pockets, in whic * he found but five Pen 
in Brafs Money, he was fo confounded mad, th 
he flung them over the Heath, and then fevert 

caning him, in the midil of twenty G — d 

me’s and more, he mounts his Horfe again, a 
rode off to feek a better Booty. 

Amongfl the many Robberies which he comm 
ted, we ihall now proceed to that which pro’ 
moil fatal to him. He having Intelligence of 1 
Chefler Coach’s coming with Paffengers to Lona , 
fent his Brother William the Night before to 
at Barnet, and to be in Baldock-Lane at a c 
tain Time next Morning. But the poor Lad h 
pening to light of a Scotch Checfmonger, who \ 
travelling to Edinburgh, and he pretending to t 
going fome Parc of the Way on his Mailer’s ( i 
cafions, they mu ft needs lie together, and proc I 
on their Journey next Day. When they were : 
into Baldock-Lane, a Piftol, to the great Surprivt ; 
the Scotchman was fired over Will' s Head by || 
Captain, that being the Signal propofed ; they t 1 
foon commannded the Scotchman to lie by, l 
in Sight robbed all the Coaches. Then in Th J 
derclaps of Oaths, the Captain riding up to \ 
Scotchman , he robb’d him of feven Guineas, l 
two Watches ; but by Will's Interceffion, who I 
lain with him all Night, return’d him his I ; 
Watch, and three Guineas to bear his Charges • 
to his own Country ; for which generous AC 1 
the fame Scotchman hang’d them both at the • 
fizes held at Hartford, in 1708, the Captain a l 
29 Years, and his Brother Will 23. Several 1 - 
Tons of Quality, and others of no fmall Diftinfr 
whom they robbed, would not appear againft th , 
but rather endeavoured to fave their forfe 1 
Lives. 
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— <HI S unfortunate Malefa&or took to all 
manner or Diforderlinefs and Theft, even in 
his very Childhood; for playing very often 
<i one of his Neighbour’s Children, whofe Father 
w a Charcoal- Man, he would privately fill his 
'0 et with that Commodity, and vend it for Cod- 
n to an old Apple-Woman that kept a little Bulk, 
<r all, in A 1 Wvtners Lane ; but, at length, being 
/ey of this petty Thieving, he wanted once to 
a’ fo many Codlings before-hand, and allow for 
he in the next Bargain ; tho' he defign’d to mer- 
hilize no more with her. The old Woman mif- 
ru ng his Intent, would not give him Credit. Ste- 
fa was very angry to himfelf that fhe fhould feru- 
le is Honefty, and refolved to be even with her. 
fc his Intent, one could frofty Morning, bringing 
e) good Parcel of Charcoal, whofe Hollownefs in 
h< Middle he had fill’d with Gun-Powder, and 
sa l it up with black-Wax, he had for it what 
h t Id Woman thought fit to give him in her Ware. 
h< irefently thrufl an Heap of it under her Kettle 
/l, 1 was boiling, and being hard bitter Weather, 
Itl t hovering over it with her Coats almoft up to 
lej 'lavel. At length the Gunpowder concealed in 
fu Charcoal taking Fire, up bounced the Kettle, 
m lew the Codlings and Water about her Ears, 
vl t in the midft of Fire and Smoak, the old Wo- 
nt cry’d out, Fire and Murder in a hideous Manner, 
vlh brought a great Mob about her prefently, to 
£ her in her great Diftrefs. However, it was the 
jtdnefs of her kind Stars, to let her come off in 
h: imminent Danger, with the Damage only offcald- 
tii ler a little, and burning a large Hole thro’ her 
Mick, and the Trouble of picking up her Codlings 

fter Stephen Dunce was grown to Years of Difcre- 
tic, he foon undertook great Exploits : For Inftance, 
beg one Day very genteely drefs’d, and going into 
a 'iffee-Hoafe, where an old Gentleman had then a 
01: r Tobacco Box, which opened in two feparate 
P^s, lying the Table where this Sharper fate, af- 
te:urning the News Papers over and over, whilfthe 
w. drinking a Difh of Tea, he paid for the fame, 
ar went p wately away with the Lid of the Box, and 
to his Cypher prefently engraved thereon ; then re- 
tiingback to the Coffee- Houfe, and very courte- 
0? y pulling off his Hat, quoth he. Gentleman , have 

1 left the Bottom of my Tobacco Box behind me? 

S rumbling among the News Papers, he there found 
it crying, as he clapp'd the Lid on. Oh, here it is ! 

this, the Owner thereof claim'd it for his ; but 
$>hen impudently fhewing his Cypher on it, he 
C lleng'd it ns Lis Property, and kept it, which put 
a :he Company in the Coffee Room into a great 
( lfternntion, about what fhould become of the 0 - 
t * Gentleman's Box. 

\nother Time, Stephen Bunce being benighted 
r r Brcmyad in Herefordfhire , and much flraiten’d 
f want of Money, a Though; came into his Head 
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to make up to the Parfon's Houfe, where knocking 
at the Door, he defired the Maid to tell her Mailer 
a Stranger fain would have the Honour of fpeaking 
with him ; the Parfon coming out, and enquiring 
his Bufinefs, he being a good l ongue Pad, told him. 
he was a poor Student lately come from Oxford, in 
order to go home to his Friends, a«d being belated, 
he mo ft humbly begged the Favour that he would 
give him Entertainment under his Roof, but for one 
Night. The Parfon being taken with his modeft 
Carriage and Behaviour, withal believing what he 
faid to be true, he kindly received him, and courte- 
oufly entertained him at Supper with him and his Fa- 
mily ; which being over, the Maid was ordered to 
fhew him his Bed Chamber. 

When he was bidding them all good Night, Ste- 
phen moft humbly requefted of the Parfon r that ha 
might give him a Sermon in the Morning, which 
was Sunday , and the Parfon very thankfully accepted 
of his Proffer. So the Morning being come, the he • 
*vite equipp'd his young Student in his Gown and 
Caffock ; and, becaufe it was about a Mile to the 
Church, lent him his Horfe too, whilfthe, his Wife, 
and Children, would go thefoot Path over the Fields. 
When Sir Reverend came to Church, one was bowing, 
another feraping, to the Parfon of the Parifh, won- 
dering to fee him without his canonical Habit, on a 
Day when he fhould perform his facred Function. But 
he foon alleviated their Admiration, by telling his Pa- 
rifhoners, that a young Gentleman of the Univerfity 
of Oxford, would be there prefently, that would preach 
to them an excellent Sermon. Now Prayers were 
faid, and the laft Pfalm fung, but none of the Gen- 
tleman came ; fo ftaying till Dinner Time, the Con- 
gregation was forc’d to go Home without a Sermon, 
as well as their Parfon without his Gown and Horfe, 
which Stephen to be fure had ordained for another Ufe 
than to ride to Church to preach in. 

Another Time this pickled Blade being upon his 
Patrole in EJfex, as he was on one fide of the Hedge, 
he efpy’d at fome Diftance, a Gentleman very well 
mounted on a good Gelding ; fo getting into the 
Road, he lay all along on the Ground with his Ear 
clofe to it, till the Gentleman came up , who afking 
him the Reafon of that Pofture, Stephen held up his 
Hand to him, which was as much as to bid the Gen- 
tleman be filent ; but the Gentleman being of a lially 
Temper, quote he, IV hat a Pox are you a liflening 
to? Hereupon, Stephen fitting on his Breech, belaid. 
Oh, dear / Sir , I have often heard great Talk of the 
Fairies, but 1 could never have the Faith to believe 
there were any fuch Things in Nature, till nazv, in 
this very Place, 1 hear fitch a ravi/hi ng and melodious 
Harmony of all Jorts of Mn/ick , that it is enough 
to charm me to ft here, if pofible, to all Eter- 
nity* 

This Story made the Gentleman prefently alight 
to hear this raviftiing Mufick too j fo giving Stephen 
his Gelding to hold, and laying his Far to the Ground, 
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quoth he, I can bear nothing. Mr, Bunce bid him 
turn t’other Ear, which he did, and then his Face 
being from him, Stephen prefently mounted his Geld- 
ing, and galloped away with all Speed, till he came 
within Sight of Rumford . Then alighting he let the 
Gelding loofe, fuppofing that if the Owner us’d any 
Inn in that Town, he would make to it, as accord- 
ingly he did, and Stephen at his Heels. The Hoftler 
who was at the Door, cry’d out, Mafier, Mafier, 
here's Mr. BartletY Horfe come without him. By this 
Stratagem, Stephen having got the Owner’s Name, 
quoth he to the Inn-keeper, Mr. Bartlet being engag- 
ed with fome Gentlemen in Flay at lngeritone, lee 
pray'd him to fend him I 5 Guineas , and to keep his 
Gelding in Fledge thereof till he came himjelfi, which 
would be in the Evening. Ay, Ay, (reply’d the Inn- 
keeper) ioo Guineas if he wanted them. So giving 
Stephen 15 Guineas, he made the belt of his Way 
to London, when in about four or five Hours, the 
Gentleman came puffing and blowing in his great 
Jack Boots to the Inn, and the Jnn-keeper ftepping 
up to him, faid. Oh , dear l Sir, what need you have 
Jent your Gelding , and fo put yourf elf to the T rouble of 
coming this fultry ll r eather on Foot, for the fmall Mat- 
ter of fifteen Guineas, when you might have commanded 
ten Times as much without a Fledge? Quoth the Gen- 
tleman, Hath the Fellow then brought my Gelding 
hither ? A Son of a IVhore ! He was pretty Honefi 
in that ; but 1 find the Rogue hath made me pay fif- 
teen Guineas for hearing his d n' d Fairies Mu - 

fick. 

Stephen Bunce was a great Vifiter of Billiard-Ta- 
bles, and Cock-Pits, as leaving no Place unfearched 
wherein there might be any Thing worthy of a Bait, 
Tho’ he had ever fo fair an Opportunity of reclaim- 
ing, yet was he fo profligate in all roguiffi Tranfa&i- 
ons, that he abhorr’d any Thing which looked vir- 
tuoufly. Once turning Foot-Pad, he fet upon a But- 
cher betwixt Paddington and London , who being alfo 
a lufly flout Fellow, he would not part with what he 
had without fome Blows. To cudgelling one another 
therefore they went ; but tho’ the Butcher play'd his 
Part very well, yet after a very hard Battle, wherein 
they were both fadly battered and bruifed, he was 
forced to cry lor Peccavi. Then the Victor fearchr 
ing him all over, from Head to Foot, and finding 
but n Groat in his Pocket, quoth he. Is this all you 
have? The Butcher reply’d, Tes, and too much to 
/ofi. Said Bunce then, Oh ! d ■ n you for a Son of 
a IVhore , if you'd fight at this rate hut for a Groat , 
what a Plague would you have done if you d had more 
Motiey ? So they both parted. 

But this fmall Sum not fufficing for one Night’s 
Extravagancy, as Stephen was coming home by one 
Mr. Sandford's Shop, a Goldfmith, in Ruff el -Street , 
Covent -Garden, he faw the old Man telling a great 
Parcel of Money on the Compter, and prefently itept 
to an Oil Shop for a Farthingworth of Salt ; then 
coming back to the Goldfmith’s 1 loufe, and flinging 
it all in his Eyes, it caufed fuch a terrible Smarting, 
that he did nothing but flamp and rub his Peepers, 
whilfl Mr. Bunce fwept about fifty Pounds into his 
Hat, and went off with it. 

1 1 is a true faying, That what is got over the De - 
viFs Back, is always /pent under his Belly ; for Ste- 
phen going the fame Night to a Bawdy-Houfe in 
Col [on 1 s-Court in Drury Lane, he let into a Strum- 
pet’s Company, call’d for her great Bulk, which was 
like a Coloffus, the Royal Sovereign, who pick’d his 
Pocket of twenty Pounds, and vanifh’d away with it 
h\ the Twinkling of an Eye. This Difafler made 
him fret, fume, and Storm, like a mad Man, and 
vent more Oaths and Curfes, than any lofing Game 
iler~atihe Groom-Porter’s. But all his Exclamations 
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being to no Purpofe, he began to vent his P a J 
next with a general Raillery ngainfl all the Fe | e 
Sex ; fwenring that there was not a Woman on I 
but what was a Crocodile at Ten, a Whore atif. 
teen, a Devil at Forty, and a Witch at T P . 
fcore. 

Spending the Remainder of his Money in a D; 0r 
two for Vexation, Neccffity (which is always th< eft 
Whetflonc to fharpen the Edge of a Man’s L n . 
tion) compelled him to contrive Ways and Mearor 
a frefh Supply ; then going to one of his Comr 
whom the Sight of Line, Rope, or Halter, coulc 0 [ 
daunt with the Fear of coming home fhort ai ft 
they went one Night, when the Shop was juftl u J 
up, to one Mr. Knowles, a Woollen-Draper, in j 
fircct , IVefiminfter , where, whilll Stephen was bar n- 
ing for three Quarters of a Yard of Cloth, to ke 
him, as lie faid, a Pair of Breeches, his Comp; ^ 
had the Opportunity of taking the Feather , as TI 
call it, or Key, out of a Pin in the Window. ' en 
going away, but without buying any Thing, nn he 
Man not thinking any otlierwiie than that his jl 
was fall ffiut, as having fccured all before, they ne 
in the dead of the Night, which was very dark b* a- 
fon the Moon did not fhir.e, and taking the Pi w 
which had no Key, they had an eafy Accefs int he 
Shop, from whence they took away as much Cl< a 
came to above eighty Pounds. 

When Stephen Bunce was but a Lad about 14 
Years of Age, he was a Tapller at the Kag \- 1 
Alehoufe, in Tuttlc-fireet , IVeftminfler , whe l e 
had not been above a Month belore he convey’d K 
ver Tankard privately to one of his thieving ■ 
panions, which held two Quarts. At Night, tn 
his Mailer came to lock up liis Plate, the Ta $i 
was miffing, which put all the Houle into Difo n 
Mr. Kick and Froth fwore like an Empero. he 
Miflrefs fcolded as bad as any Fiffi- Woman a //* 
hngfgatc, and the Servants had all a Grun jig 
in tne Gizzard, but whom to blame none I 
tell. However, after fome fmall Inquifltion ut 
it, it was generally concluded, that florae ( he 
Guefts had taken it away ; whereupon it was a 8 s 
by a general Confent, that the next Morning jE 
Maid and Stephen Bunce fhould go to 'John I 
t ridge , the Aitrologer and Tranflator of ShoiB 
Salijlury-ftreet in the Strand, who was ciy’ if 
for nis Dexterity in that Art, and thought to be S 
inferior to Friar Bacon. For tho’ he could not ke 
a brazen Head to fpenk, yet he had fuch a Tea 

Face of his own as could outface tne D 1 In $ 

for lying. 

Accordingly going to this Aflrologer’s Tloufe {id 
popping a Shilling into his Hand, ne very fur 111 
let himfelf down in a Chnii, laid half a Sht ol 
white Paper before him, and then taking a Pen nis 
Hand, he made thereon fevera! Triangles ab ;a 
Square, which he call’d the \z Houfes, and faid V 
pitcr being Lord of the Afcendent, fignffies cd 
Luck for the gaining of your Tankard again, di» at 
Mars interpoie with an Evil A fpedt towards Met 7 . 
Now', Venus being on the fiery Trigon, denote ie 
Party that had it, lives either Eafl or Weft ; am a- 
turn being retrogado, and in the Cufp of Taw it 
mult needs be, that is it hid under Ground e.tf 
North or South. 

Then he allied if there was not a red hair’d an 
at the Houfe that Day ? They told him, No. or 
a black hair’d Man neither? Did he. They ftiin- 
fwered. No. Nor was there not a brown 1) ’d 
Man there, with grey Cloaths, not very tall, or 
very low? They told him, Yes. Then he ;ed 
whether they knew him or not ? They anfwered, a. 
The Sun (faith he) being ill policed in the th 

He, 
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iloufe, and Mercury in Trine with Virgin it w as form'd me into the Likenefs of an Afs for feven Tears $ 
itliout all Doubt a brown hair’d Man that had the and now the Time being expired, I ajfume my proper 
* ankaid. Then Stephen afked, whether it might Shape again , and am at my own Difpofal. Hq\sj ever, 
bt be a Woman, as we]] as a Man ? This put the Sir , I return you many Thanks for your Goodnefs to - 
onjurer fomething to his Trumps; but when the wards me ; for fince I have been in your Cujiody, you 
laid faid that could not be, for there was never a pat me to no more Labour than what 1, you , or any 

! range Woman in the Houfe all that Day, he grew other Afs , might be able to bear. 
aid, and faid No, too , for Venus being weak in The Country Man was altonifli’d at the Story ; 
eception with Gemini * and the Moon in her Detri- but neverthelefs was glad that his Afs which was 
lent, both feminin’e .'Planets, it plainly tells that it could not charge him with any ill Ufhge. So part- 
as a Man, and one betwixt 40 and 50 Years of Age. ing, Stephen went to his Comrade, who had alieady 
■ r pon my Life, faid the Maid, 1 faw the Party then chang’d the Afs again into Money, to put their Teeth 
lat had it ; he was a curl’d pated Fellow, with a i n u ic cnee more, for fear they fhould forget the Way 
d coloured Sute, and about that Age ; he drank in of eating ; whilfl the poor Country Man was oblig’d 
ic Rofe ; but if ever I fee the Rogue again, I’ll teach to return to Town again to buy him another Afs to 
im to fleal Tankards, with a Murrain to him. Ste - carry him home. When he came into the Afs-Mar- 
^ hen could not but laugh in his Sleeve at the Maid’s ket he efpied his old Afs again , whereupon llepping 
.'onfidence ; fo taking their Leave of th e Aftrologer, up hall ily to him, and whifpering in his Ear, j;e 
ley went homewards, with a deal of News to tell faid, Oh f Pox on you, you have committed another Sin 
leir Mailer ; but by the way Stephen dropt the Maid, again]} the Virgin Mary, I find ; hut 1 fall take Ca?e 
j go and take Share of his Booty, and never went how 1 buy you again. 

ny more to his Place. He was lawfully married at Plymouth to a Vi&u- 

We fhould not have rehearfed fo much of this aller’s Daughter, who had fo much Education be- 
Uirological Cant, but to expofe both the ProfefTors flow’d upon her, as to read, few, and mark on a 
f that pretended Science, and thofe who confult Sampler ; after which fhe was kept at Home to lit 
lem ; neither of whom can ever be fufficiently ridi- in the Bar, and keep the Scores ; which Foil pleas’d 
il’d. But to proceed. the young Woman very well, becaufe there was 

This notorious Fellow being once, by an Order of great Variety of Guefcs us’d the Houfe, efpecially 
lourt at the Seflions-Houfe in the Old-Bailey , fent merry drunken Sailors, who, when they had Liberty 
)r a Soldier into Spain, while he was there, in an to come afhore, would luflily booze it, and fing and 
Enemy’s Country, he was fo much upon the Duty dance all Weathers. But Stephen, within a very lit- 
f falling, that the civil War which the Wind made tie while after he was entertain’d into the State of 
1 his empty Stomach, oblig’d him very often to Matrimony, catching the Gunner of the Swiftfui e 
)ok out fharp for feme Employment for his Teeth. Man of War boarding his Wife, he quickly Ihew’d 
0 one Day Stephen, and a Comrade he had got, be- bis Spoufe a light Pair of Heels, and came up to 
I ig as Hungry as two Tarpaulins kept upon fhort Al- London ; where growing debauch to the highell De- 
i nvance, but altogether Moneylefs, they went loiter- g r ee, he was very feldom out of the Powdering Tub; 
ig up and down the Market in Barcelona , to fee Neverthelefs, the impairing of his Health alter this 
/hat Fortune might offer in Relief of their Bellies, profligate Way did not altenate his Inclination from 
/hich had been mere Strangers to any Sullenance for keeping Company with fuch Cattle, who ruin both 
bove forty eight Hours. At length they efpy’d a Body and Soul ; and for the Maintenance of lewd 
Country Man going out of Town on an Afs: They Woman, he cared not whac Hazards he underwent, 
ollow’d him at fome Dillance, and about half a Mile as he confefr’d when under Sentence of Death. Ac 
rom the Town, there being a very high Hill, the kdl> as common Whores were his Ruin, he would, 
Country Man alighted, and led the Afs up leifurely but it was then too late, exclaim againll ’em, and 
)y a loofe Bridle. Hereupon Stephen Bunce going kiy, a Strumpet was the Highway to the Devil ; and 
-vith his Comrade foftly after them, he dexteroufly ke that look upon her with Defire began his Voyage 
lipt the Bridle off the Afs’s Head, and puts it on his to inevitable Definition ; he that Hay’d to talk with 
his own ; then the other going off with the Booty, ker mended his Pace ; and he who enjoy’d her was 
Stephen crawls upon all Fours, ’till he afeended on at kis Journey’s End. 

the Top of the Hill ; when the Country-Man turning He had been an old Offender, and was fuch a de- 
about to mount again, he was almofl frighten’d out bauch’d Fellow in his Converfation, that he could 
of his Wits, to fee a Man bridled inflead of an Afs. invent no other Method of gracing his Difcourfc, 
Stephen perceiving his great Conflernation, quoth he, an d making it taking, but by a complaifant Rehear- 
Dear Mafier , don't be troubled at this f range Alte- ^ kis own, and other Mens Uncleanneffes ; in 
ration which you fee in your Beaft, for indeed was no k ne > he could not find an Hours Talk, without be- 
Afs, as you fuppos'dit , but a Man, real Flejh and ing beholden for it to a common Whore; but his 
Blood, as you may be ; but you muft know, that it be. Wickednefs made its Exit at Tyburn, in 1707, with 
ing my Misfortune to commit a Sin again]} the Virgin hJall and Dick Low, whole Lives immediately 

Mary oncc,Jke refented it fo heinoufy, that Jhe tram - follow. 
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The LIFE of DICK LOW. 


T H I S Perfon took to thieving in his Mino- 
rity, and was become very expert in it at the 
Age when others ufually begin. One time 
when he was about 11 or iz Years old, creeping pri- 
vately in an Evening behind a Goldfmith’s Comp- 
ter in Cheap fide, the Goldfmith comes from aback 
Room, and goes himfelf behind the Compter ; in- 
fomuch that Dick Low had no Opportunity ongo- 
ing out invisible ; whereupon he cries. Whoop, Whoop . 
At this the Goldfmith cry’d, Hey , hey , is this a Place 
to play at Whooper s Hide? Get you gone, you young 
Rogue, and play in the Streets, But Dick yet lying 
llill, cry d again, Whoop, Whoop ; which made the 
Goldfmith in a great Patfion cry. Get you gone , Sir- 
rah, or r ll Whoop you with a good Cane, if you want 
to play here. Whereupon Dick went away with a 
Bag of fifty Pound, which the Goldfmith mifs’d 
next Day. 

But as he grew up in Years, his Statue made him 
pail thofe Exercifes which they call the Morning, 
Noon, or Night Sneak, which is privately fneaking 
into Iloufes at any of thofe Times, and carrying 
off what next comes to Hand ; for all’s Fifh that 
comes to Net with them, who are term’d Saint 
Peter s Children, as having every Finger a Fifh- 
hook. He went alfo upon other Days, fuch as ta- 
king Lobs from behind Ratlers ; that is to fay, Trunks 
or Boxes from behind Coaches ; and upon the Mill, 
which is breaking open Houfes in the Night ; for 
which Purpofe they have their Tinder-Boxes, Match- 
es, Flints, Steels, Dnrk-Lanthorns, Bags, Cords, 
Betties, and Chiffels to wrench. This was then the 
• manner, but at prefent they have a new Way, of 
uiing a large turning a Gimblet or Augar, with 
which boring Holes thro’ a wooden Window, they 
prefently with a Knife cut out a Hole big enough 
to put in their Hand to unbolt it; whereby an 
honeit Man is foon undone by thefe fly Ralcals, 
who call themfelves Prigs, which, in their canting 
Language, denotes a Thief. As for the Religion 
oi thefe People, they term themfelves but half Chri- 
fhans became of the two principal Commandments 
they keep but one, which is to love God, but in 
no Cule their Neighbour, from whom it is their 
Livelihood to Ileal. Thefe Thieves have a quick 
i>)e to take hold on all Advantages of obtaining 
pn unlawful Prize; and Highwaymen have common- 
ly their Spies in all Fairs, Markets, and Inns, who 
view all that go and come, and learn what Money 
they carry, how much, where they leave it, and in 
what Hands, whereby they for whom they fpy 
may be mailers of it. 7 

v/hen Richard Low was a Foot Soldier in Flan- 
4e>s, lie and his Comrade being one Day very pec- 
kdh, and meeting with a Boor in Ghent , loaded 
with Capons, Partridges, and Hens, they ilruck up 
a Bargain with him ior half of them, which Dick' s 
Comrade carried off, whilil he was fumbling and 
pulling out all his Things in his Pockets to find 
Cut ill* Money. His Coin amounting to nothing 


anfwerable to the Poultry he had bought, he orde 
the Boor to follow him, ’till at length he brou- • 
him into a Cloyilcr of Capuchine Fryars, wh, 
fome of them were confeffmg Folks ; then he t< 
the Boor, that the Provifion ]>e had bought of h 
was for this Houfe, and a certain Father, who v 
there confefling, was the Superior, to whom 
would go, and acquaint his Reverence that hem 
pay him. Accordingly going up the Confeifor ; 
privately putting Sixpence in his Hand, he whifpe 
him in his Ear, faying Revered Father, this . 
ne/i Count y Man here is a particular Ac quaint a 
of mine, 'who's come hither to be con fids' d, but l 
mg fix Miles of, and Bufinefs requirin', him He 
f fen mg, 1 befeech you to be fo kind as to c 
fefs him as foon as you can. 

The good Father, oblig’d by the Alms gi, 
aforehand, promis’d him, that when he had end 
the Penitent’s Confeffion whom he had at his Fe 
he (hould Jifpatcli him prefently 5 and at the fai 
1 nne calling to the Boor, quoth, Dick, Go , '| 
hence and the Father tall perform 'what you tut 
prefently . 

So Dick going after his Comrade, when the afor 
laid Penitent had made an End of his Canterbu 
Story to the Prieft, the fpiritual Juggler called t, ' 
Clown to him, who Hood bolt upright, lookino- ve 
wifhfully on the Confeffor, to fee if he pSt 1 
Hand in his Pocket to pay him. The Father Co. 
fefior look d as wifhfully on the Boor, to fee hi 
Hand with fo little Devotion to be confefs; but in 
puting the Caufe thereof to his Simplicity, he bi< 
him kneel, which the Clown did with fome Relu- 
tancy, as thinking it to be an infulting Ceremon 
for a Man to kneel to receive his own Mone) 
However, obeying the Order with grumbling th 
Pried bids him make the Sign of the Croft; ; 
which the Boor being out of Patience, believing *th 
Confeffor to be out of his Wits, he chatter’d an 
rav’d, and fwore like a mad Man, which made th 
Confeffor imagine the Boor was poffefs’d with th. 
Devil. Upon this he put his hempen Girdle abou 
the poor bellow’s Neck, and making the Sign o 
the Crofs over his Head, began to conjure him bv 
faying fome devout Prayers. This made the Mar 
lb mad indeed, that he tore off the Confeffor’s Ha- 
biliments, and throwing him down on the Ground, 
demanded loudly his Money for the Poultry. 

This ruflical Ufage made the Father fuppofe he 
had the Devil him tell to deal with ; fo that witli 3 
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weak and affrighted Voice, he began to commend 
himfelf to all thr Saints in the Almanack lor their 






Afiiftance ; and at the Clamour and Noife that was 
betwixt him and the Prieft, while the Convent ol 
Friar-, came out in Procdtioti with Croffes and hal- 
low’d Lights in their Hands, and calling holy Wa- 
ter about on every Side, as believing there uas a 
Legion oi Devils in their Chapel. Buc the Boor 
(till crying out for his Money for the Poultry, the 
Prior made a itrift Enquiry into the Matter, and 

found 
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• 0 d fome Knave had impos’d on the Fellow, who 
u no other Satisfa&ion, than that of the Con- 
r J’s curfing him that had cheated the Boor, by 
Book, and Candle. 

1 a ihort Time Dirk came home again, and 
h i being one Mr. Pcmmell , an Apothecary, liv- 
n < in Drury-Lane , it was his Misfortune to have 
‘ife wnokept Company with one Davis a Gla- 
bat bad Circumllances obliging him to fly 
■Sanftuaiy to : Thornbury in Gloucefterjhire , his 
\I,ona was in great Want of another Gallant. How- 
vM (he being naturally prone to Liberality, and al- 
„a excrav.^gintly rewarding Kindnefles of this Na- 
ji it was not long ’ere a particular Acquaintance 
f r’s undertook to fupply her with a new Lover, 
t il 1 was Dick. 

foon as he was introduced into Company of 
he apothecary’s Wife, (betook a huge Fancy to 
in for he behaved himfdf fo pleafantly, and his 
^ fes were fo agreeable, that his Miftrefs efceem- 
,J rfeif the happidt Woman in the World, in the 
; n /ment of a Perfon fo facetious, and accomplilh- 
j’ .th all the Mylteries of Love. Whenever he 
an to her Houfe, which was always when her 
iu .nd was from Home, (he entertained him witli 
idanreferved Freenefs, that Ihe concealed no- 
lir from her Spark, that might either pleafe his 
an or Curiofity. But one Day opening a Cheil 
Slavers to take out fomewhat, Dick efpy’d a 
jU of Bags of Money, at which his Mouth in- 
in water’d ; for altho’ his Miitrefs told him, 

; long as one Penny was in them, his Pockets 
01 never be unfurniftied, yet he wanted to be 
fa) • of them prefently ; and indeed it wds not 
ng efore he had them at his Command ; for Bu- 
te! inquiring the Apothecary in the Country for 
toi a Week, Dick then lay in his Houfe at Rack 
d langer; and having two other Rogues like 
m : at a great Supper prepared for them there, 
t>egan about 12 of the Clock at Night, to de* 
*r(heir Intention with Sword and Piltol, faying, 
havhoever prelamed to fpeak but one Word, 
lei prelent Death. 

T Work they now went, gagging and tying 
(l e Procurer. In the mean Time the Apothe- 
ry Wife feeing how her Friend was ferved, (he 
l < her Knees, and heartily beleeched them not 
u her fo: Quoth Dick , No, no , Madam, eve'll 
(y ? your Hands, left you Jhould ungag that ferious , 
l ruu jilent Bawd there. 

At ihe was fecured, they went down into the 
acn, and gagg’d and ty’d the Maid and Ap- 
en e ; then rifling the Houfe, they carry’d away 
0 andred and fifty Pounds and fome Plate, to a 
nfrrable Value. But Dick thinking it unman- 
rijto go away without faying any Thing, he 
nto his late beloved Miilrefs, -and giving her a 
dc Kifs, Quoth he, Dear Madam, farewell , 
d hen I am gone , fay , I've done more than ever 
or dufhand did ; for P ve bound you to be conflant 
•w> 

A r this, Dick how going one Morning into 
e ifi and Crown • Alehoufe, kept by one Mr. 
a )'\’d, in Clare-Conrt, in Drury Lane, he deft red 
pri: te Room, by Reafon he had fome Company 


coming to him, about fome Bufinefs. A private 
Room was ihew’d him, and a double Pot of Drink 
brought with a filver Cup to drink out of ; and be- 
ing alone, the Man of the Houfe fate with him chat- 
ting, till they were both weary. At lall, Nayland 
was wanted by other Company, and whilil he was 
gone out, Dick having with fome foft Wax, (alien’d 
the Bottom of the Cup under the Board of the Ta- 
ble, which was covered with a Carpet hanging fome- 
yvh^t down all round it, he came to the Bar, fay- 
ing, / fee my Company will not come , therefore I'll 
flay no longer . Then paying his Reckoning, and the 
Man of the Houfe going into the Room to bring a- 
way the Pot and the Cup (which firil he could find, 
but not the other high nor low) he charges Dick , 
who had not yet received his Change, with down- 
right Theft. The one curs’d and (wore he had it 
not, and the other fwore and curs’d he had it, fo 
that between them both, they were ready to ('weal- 
ths Houfe down about their Ears. 

Dick was then fearched, and tho’ nothing vvn.s 
foundabout him, yet Nayland fwore dill he^muil 
have the Cup, or elfe know of the going of it ; 
therefore he Should pay for the Lof?. But Dick 
•Handing as llifly upon bis Reputation, which was 
never worth any Thing, he infilled he had it not, 
nor knew any Thing of its being gone ; where- 
upon a Conibble being fetch’d, he was carry’d be- 
fore Juftice Negus, where the Lofer making l?is 
Complaint as truly the Matter was, and Dick Low 
alledging his Innocency, the Magiilrate was in a 
Quandary how to do Jullice : For , quoth he to the 
Complainant, here's a Cup loft , and the Prifoner doth 
not deny but he had it ; but then it was mifted whilfi 
he was in the Houfe, and he fearched without find- 
ing any Thing about him ; be files , ' he had no Body 
with him , therefore it could not be convey' d away 
by Confederacy ; fo unlefs you U lay point blank Fe- 
lony to his Charge , I can do no other wife than dif- 
charge him. 

Then the Victualler, who was an Irifhman , re* 
ply’d, Tijh fery true , Shir, what you Jhay , but by 
Shalvafhion, rader dan he fbould go without hang- 
ing, 1 will fhwear twenty Felonies againft him , 
or any Ting elfh what your Worjhip pleafh to com- 
mand ?ne, for I love to oblige any fhivel Shentle- 
man as you be. Indeed, faid the Juliicc, you will 
not oblige me in hanging a Man wrongfully. In a 
Word, there being no plain Proof to juftify that 
Dick Low either had the Cup, or convey’d it a- 
way to another, and it being plain that he was 
charg’d in Cullody before ever he went out of the 
Houfe, he came off with flying Colours, and foon 
fent another of his Clan to fetch off the Cup, by 
going to drink in the fame Room and removing it 
from under the Table into his Breeches without 
any Sufpicion, paying for his Liquor, and fairly 
returning that Cup that was brought to him. 

This Fellow, tho’ he was not above 25 Years of 
Age, when he was hang’d at Tyburn, with Jack 
Hall and Stephen Bunce, in 1707, had reigned long 
in his Villany ; and the fortunate Succefs which he 
had had in his manifold Sins, made him only re- 
pent that he had pra&is’d them no fooner. 
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The LIFE of JACK HALL. 


T | H I S mod notorious Villain, was bred a 
Thief from his Mother’s Womb ; and there 
is no fort of Theft, but what he was expert 
in, as breaking open Houfes, going on the Foot- Pad, 
Shop-lifting, or pilfering any fmall Matter that lies 
in the Way ; nay, if it was but Mops and Pails ; the 
Drag , which is, having a Hook fattened to the End 
of a Stick, with which they drag any Thing out of 
a Shop Window in a dark Evening, and filing a Cly , 
which is picking Pockets of Watches, Money, Books, 
or Handkerchiefs. To this End he ufed to haunt 
Churches, Fairs, Markets, publick Affemblies 
Shows, and be very bufy about the Play-houfe. And 
he that performs this laft Part of Thieving, common- 
ly gives what he takes to another ; that in Cafe he 
fhould be found with his Hand in any Man’s Pocket, 
he might prove his Innocency, by having nothing 
about him, but what he can juftify to be his 
own. 

Jack Hall was as dextrous in picking a Pocket, as 
ever he was in fweeping a Chimney ; for on a Mar- 
ket Day once in Smithfield , a Grafier having received 
fome Money for his Cattle, and put it into his Coat 
Pocket in a Bag, this nimble Spark, to whofe Fingers 
any Thing ttuck like Birdlime, obferving the fame, 
he loon became Matter of it, and brought it to his 
Comrades that were drinking at an Alehoufe hard by; 
and to fhew his farther Dexterity in filing a Cly , 
emptying the Bag, he untrufs’d a Point in it, and 
finding out the Man, who wasttill in the Market fel- 
ling off the reft of his Cattle, he put it into his 
Pocket again. A little after which, a Perfon com- 
ing to the Farmer for fome Money, he went with 
him to his Inn, and pulling out his Bag, and putting 
therein his Hand for Money to pay the Creditor, he 
eagerly plucked it out in a fad ttinking Pickle, 
{wearing, That he had thirty Pounds in his Bag but 
juil now, but, woundkins, it was now turned to a 
T d. 

Jack Hall having a Defign once to 10 b a great 
Merchant in the City of London , he went oftentimes 
hankering about his Houie, but could never effeft it ; 
whereupon he bethought himfelf of this Stratagem; 
He was to be put into a Pack done up like a Bale ; 
and by the Contrivance of his Comrade, who was 
very well apparell’d, he was to be laid into this Mer- 
chant’s Houi’e in the Evening, as fo much Silk, which 
he was to fee next Morning, and to buy off his Hands, 
in Cafe they agreed. 

Accordingly this Bale full of Iniquity, wedg’d in- 
wardly on all Sides with coarfe Cloth and Puftian, 
was laid up in the Warehoufe. Night being come, 
and the Apprentices weary, two of them, whilll their 
Matter was at Supper, went to rett theinfelves, and 
by Accident lay along on this Bale, which was plac’d 
by fome others ; infomuch that the extreme Anguifh 
of their Weight being very heavy upon Jack Hall , 
he could ic.rce fetch his Breath. Upon this, he 
drew out a flurp Knife, and making a great Hole in 


the Fillet of the Bale, he alfo made a deep Wout it 
the Buttocks of him that lay molt upon it, v i 
made him rife, and roar out, his Fellow-Appre ct 
had killed him. Running out to his Mailer i ^ 
Agony, his Fellow-Apprentice followed him, anc % 
innocently fecur’d, till a farther Examination c 
Matter. In the mean while Jack Hall made h i(. 
cape out of a Window, with only taking two I xi 
of Velvet along with him. 

. At the fame Time the Merchant feeing his Af 
tice in a very bloody Condition, and fearing, i jj e 
Bale of Silk he lay on fiiould be fpoilt with the I b 
he mutt be forced to pay whatever Price was req ft 
he ran prefently into the Warehoufe to prevei m 
Damage coming to it, where finding it mightily 1 1 
in its Bulk, it rais’d fome Sufpicion of'Rogu E 
him ; for opening it, he found therein noth 
Value, Then fearching about his Warehoufe an 
fing the two Pieces of Velvet, he plainly per 
fome Rogue had been pack’d up in the Bale, v 
Intent to rob his Houfe when he and his Farm! 
in Bed ; whereupon, the accus’d Apprentice ! I 
at Liberty, and a Surgeon fetched for the m 
one, who coft his Matter above five Pounds 
he was well. 

He was alfo very good for the Lob , which ij 
Going with a Conlort into any Shop to ch *V 
Pijlole or Guinea , and having about half of his C III 
cries the Confort, Wbat need you to change ? A 
Silver enough to defray our Charges where we j fi 
tng. Upon this the other throws the Money 1 *i 
gain into the Money Box ; but with fuch De; % 
that he has one of the Pieces, whether Shill 
Half Crown, tticking in the Palm of his Hand, ^ 
he carries clean off, without any Sufpicion of X 
Again, he was very expert at the IVhalebo^L. 
which is, having a thin Piece of Whalebone ii» 
at the End with Birdlime, with which, going to 
Shop with a Pretence to buy fometi.ing, they*) 
the Shop-keeper, by wanting this and that 
to turn his B^ick often; and then take the <ijtf 
tunity of putting the Whalebone, fo daubejS 
Birdlime, into the T cJi of the Counter, which* 
up any fingle Piece of Money that tticks to i $ 
ter which, to give no Mittrutt, they bu f<# 
fmall Matter, and pay the Man with aPig of],o* 
Sow. 

The Year before Jack Hall , the Chimney - /rtf 
er, was bang'd, having committed Sacrilc e \ 
Brijioly in robbing Ratcliff ^Church in that C 
made the belt of his Way for London ; when Jiffs 
little While, his Extravagancies reducing bin ! tlj 
want of Money again, in order to reciuic his I (tft 
he went with fome of his wicked Affcciates, u nifl 
Running'Smobble y which is this : One of tin H. 
into a Shop, and pretending to be drunk, aft lofljl 
troublefome Behaviour, he puts the Candles < 
taking away whatever con e* firtt to Hand, W 
off, whilll another Bines Hand fills of Dirt an>H 
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Pounds in Money and Plate, and opening the Street 
Door went off with it. But when the old Folks 


into the Mouth and Face of the Perfon that 
as out Hop Thief, which putting him or her into 
a idden Surprize, it gives them an Opportunity of came Home again, and found what had happen'd. 


gng off without apprehending 
)ne Time Jack Hall being dreft like a Gentle • 
mi, (tho’ you mult fuppofe, like JE fop's Crow, he 
w decked in other People’s Plumes) and fitting on 
a lench in the Mall in St. James's Park, a Life- 
Gird Man, and one Mr. Knight an Attorney, liv- 
in in Shandois Street, near Convent -Garden, meeting 
or. another juft by the Place where Jack fate, after 
fo 2 Complements were patted between them, the 
L'yer invited the Life-Guard Man, whom he had 
nc feen a long Time before, to dine with him at 
hi doufe the next Day, for he fhould be very wel- 
e, and any Friend that he fhould bring along with 
The Life-Guard Man promis'd he would be 
to wait upon him ; but asking his Friend whe- 
he liv’d in the fame Place ft iff, Yes, yes , (quoth 
Lawyer) 1 Jill live within three Doors of the 
hers Alehoufe in Shandois-ftreet. They then 
id ; and now Jack Hall's Wits were on the Ten- 
for making fome Advantage by this Invitation 
vl h he had heard gvien : So the next Day, above 
inidour before the Time, when hungry Mortals 
their Knives on Thefholds, and the Soles of 
>h!s, he was lurking thereabouts, and at laft, fet- 
H his Eyes on the Life-Guard Man, whom he 
tnj/ again, he was no foonerentred into his Friend's 


the Houfe was all in an Uproar ; there was power-* 
ful Holding forth by the Man, who ftorm’d and rav’d, 
and fell a kicking the Trunk about like a Foot-Ball, 
which he did with a great deal more Eafe than he. 
could when it was full. 

After this Exploit, Jack Hall , Stephen Dunce, 
and Dick Low, goirig upon an Enrerprize at Hack- 
ney, about 12 of the Clock at Night, they, by the 
help of their Betties and fhort Crows, made a forci- 
ble Entry into the Houfe of one Clare , a Baker 
whofc Journeyman being ty'd Neck and Heels they 
threw hirn into the Kneading-Trough, and the Ap- 
prentice with him. Jack Hall flood Centry over 
them, and with a great old rutty Back-Sword, whic£ 
he found in the Kitchen, and fwearing with a great 
Grace, that their Heads both went off as round as 
a Hoop, if they offered to ftir or budge. In the 
mean Time Dick Low and Stephen Bunce, went up 
to Mr. Clare's Room, whom ihey found in Bed 
with his Wife, and ty’d and gagg'd the old Folks, 
without any Confideration of their Age, which had 
left them but few Teeth, to barricade their Gums 
from the Injury they might receive from thofc ugly 
Inftruments that ftretched their Mouths afur.dcr. 

Finding not fo much as they expected, the old 
Man they ungagged again, to bring to a Confcffion 


life, but Jack was at his Heels, and entred alfo where he hoarded his Money; but extorting nothing 
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vii him, with as much Confidence as if he had been 
d cquaintance of the Lawyer. There were above 
ah Score Gentlemen and Gentlewomen, among 
n he fate down, and foon after. Dinner being 
:C n the Table, with great Variety of Dainties, 
(it range Gentleman, Jack Hall , did eat as hearti- 
f, nd talk as boldly, as any there. 

(I the while the Life-Guard Man took him to 
e le of the Inviter's Acquaintance, and the Invi- 
jnppos’dhim to be the Life-Guard Man's Friend ; 
to’ in the End, he prov'd to be neither of their 

a ids, efpecially the Lawyer's ; for waiting his Op- 
mity, he went to the Side Board, which flood 
i :onvenient Place, and putting a dozen of filver 
p ns and as many filver Forks, into his Pockets, 
t alk’d off incognito . The Life-Guard Man, foon 
ft, mifs’d Jack, and the Lawyer niifs’d his Friend’s 
rad, as he thought him ; but it was not much 
arbr 'ere the Spoons and Forks were miffing, and 
It] ' ftrift Search was made for them, yet were they 
so, found, none but .the Friend, or he that was 
fieght fo on both Sides, being miffing, the Law- 
ei Iked the Life-Guard Man for him ; but the Life- 
fej-d Man telling the Lawyer he was none of his 


out of him, Jack Hall being th£ft come up to 
them, for fear they fhould fink upon him, which 
is an ufual Thing among Thieves, to cheat one an- 
other, he took up in his Arms the old Man's Grand- 
Daughter, about fix Years old, lying in a Trundle- 
Bed by him, and faid, Damn me, if 1 won't hake 
the Child prefently in a Pye, and eat it, if the old 
Rogue will not he civil. Thefe fearing Words made 
Mr. Clare beg’d heartily that they lhould not hurt 
the Child, and he would difeover what he had ; fo 
fetching, by his Order, a b’ttle Iron-bound Cheft 
from under the Bed, and unlocking it, they took 
what was in it, which was about eighty Pounds ; 
then obfeuring their dark Lamhorns, they bid the 
Baker Good Night, and commanded him to re- 
turn them Thanks that they fpared his Ears, which 
is againil the Law for any of their Occupation 
to wear. 

Another Time Jack Hall going to one Mr. 
Afpin, a Robe-maker, living in Portugal fireet, by 
Lincolns- Inn Back-Gate, he pretended that he had 
Occatton for a Gown for his Brother, who was a 
Parfon in the Country, but he Would have a very 
good one, though it coil him more Money. I can 


'rlid or Acquaintance, it was concluded, nemine furnijh you with all Sorts and Sizes , faid Mr. Af 


onadicente, that the abfent Perfon was the Rogue 
tehad converted the Lawyer’s Plate to his own 

Ji 

pother Time, Jack Hall being very well drefs’d, 
•noretending to be a Country Gentleman, he took 
Agings at the Iloufe of one Dogget, a Quaker, 
n Button-feller, living in Burleigh-fircet, m the 


pin ; and thereupon fetch’d feveral, and fhew’d him. 
Jack turn'd many of them over, but Hill defired 
to fee better. At length one was brought which 
he feem’d to like ; but laid he to the Robe-maker, 
I douht it is toojhort ? T' other faid he did not doubt- 
hut it was long enough in all Qonfcicnce ; and there- 
, miug in jjurtttgvyt/tct, iii me upon he was for trying upon Jack, who laid, Alas l 
tmd, where he behaved himfelf very foberly till there will he no certain Meafure by me, for my Brc - 
n importunity offered to out-wit the Quaker, who ther is taller than I am hy the Head and Shoulders ; 
negnt it no harm to out-uit every Body. For but as he is a Man about your Pitch , 1 defire 
^Key of his Chamber being left one Day in the r ^ 

-^r, he took the Impreflion of it in Clay, and had 
n«ier made by it ; a little after which, old Dog- 
,(l nd hjs Wife going to their Country-Houfe, for 
or three Day*, leaving none at Home, but a 
- on Kinfwoman, an Apprentice, and Maid, Jack 


re toe 

Favour of you to put it upon yourfelf and then I 
Jhall guefs the better whether it is long enough or 
no. 

Mr. Afpin, to fatisfy his Cuftomer, did fo ; but 
as he was putting it on, Jack took up a Birrittcr's 
Gown, and fhew'd him a fair Pair of Heels. Mr. 
n e mean Time had the Conveniency of entring Afpin , without putting off the Gown, purfu’d him ; 

! Bed-Chamber, when all in the Houfe were in in the mean Time two of his Companions, who laid 
k and opening a Trunk he took out above eighty Perdue, a&ed their Parts ; for Stephen Bunce went 
65 3 T into 
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into the Shop, and taking the next Parcel of Goods 
which came to Hand, he marched off. And- Dick 
Low, fearing that if the Shop-keeper kept his Pace 
he might overtake Jack Hall , having placed him- 
fclf in the Way on Purpofe, catches hold on Mr. 
Afpin, and fays, O / dear, D oft or Crofs, •who thought 
of feeing you P lam glad I have met with you with 
all my Hea/t : But pray. Sir , what makes you run in 
this dif rafted Manner about the Streets ? Pijh , quoth 
Mr. Afpin, let me go, lam no Parfon , you are mifta~ 
ken in the Man, for lam running after a Rogue that 
has roll'd me. Then Dick Low reply ’d, but dill 
holding him, I beg your Pardon , Sir, for my Mif 
take , for you are as like my Friend Do ft or Crofs, as 
ever I f aw two Men in my Life like one another. 

Letting him goat lad, Jack before now was turn’d 
the Corner of a Street or two, and was quite out of 
Sight. By this Time alfo feveral of the Neighbours 
being gathered together, they were in an Admira- 
tion to fee old Afpin in a canonical Habit ; fome 
faying. Surely he was not going to chriften his (nvn 
Child himfclf, which is Maid Betty lay in with ! 


History of 

whilft others perfwaded him to go hom,e, and ut 
off the Gown, and then make an Enquiry aftei he 
Thief, fince he was at prefent got clear away. | r 
Afpin took their Advice ; but when he came 
Shop, he found a fecond Lofs, which made i m 
more angry than before, and fwear, that the F< )w 
that met him, might well call him Do&or < r t 
for d— n him if he had not all the Croffes ii 
World come upon him at once. 

This mod notorious Malefactor thought it n V 
judice to rob every Body ; and all his Vices, i ^ 
ever Deformity the Eye of the World appreh< e<| 
to be in them, his unaccountable Wickednefs I< ;\j 
upon as no lefs excellent than the mod abfolu of 
all Virtues. But his Villainy being fo unparel M, 
that Judice was obliged to unlheath her Swo a. 
gaind him, a fhamefu) Catadrope put an End t bis 
wicked Crimes in the Year 1707, when he deft & 
ly fuffered Death at Tyburn, with his Comps w 
Low \nd Bunce } as before-mentioned. 



The LIFE of DICK HUGHES. I 

I. 


T HIS great Villian, Richard Hughes, was 
the Son of a very good Yeoman, living at 
Bettus in Denbighfhire , in North-Wales, 
where he was born, and followed Hufbandry, but 
would now and then be pilfering in his very Minori- 
ty, as he found Opportunity. When he firft came 
up to London , in his Way, Money being fhort, his 
Neceffity compelTd him to deal a Pair of Tongs at 
Perjhore in Worcefterjhire, for which he was fent to 
Wore eft er Goal ; and at the Affixes held there, the 
Matter ofFaft being plainly proved againd him, and 
the Judge asking the poor Weljhman what he had 
to fay in his Defence, he laid. Why, coud hur Lord 
Shudgc, hur has nothing to fay for hurjhelf, but 
that Lmr fowiddam. Found them l quoth his Lord- 
fhip again. Where did you find them ? Taffy reply’d. 
Why truly, hur found dem in the Chimney Corner. 
Whereupon the Judge telling him, that the Tongs 
could not be lod there, becaufe that was the proper 
Place they fhould be in ; and finding the Fellow to 
be Simple, he directed the Jury to bring him in 
guilty only of petty Larceny ; and accordingly giving 
in their Verdidl Guilty to the Value often Pence, 
he came off with crying Carrots and Turnips; a 
Term which Rogues ufe for whipping at the Cart’s 
Arfe. 

After this Introduction to farther Villany, Dick 
Hughes coming up to London , he foon became ac- 
quainted with the mod celebrated Villains in this 
famous Metropolis ; efpecially with one Thomas Law- 
fon , alias Browning , a Tripe Man, who was hang’d 
at Tyburn on Tuefday the 27th of May, 1712, for 
Felony and Burglary, in robbing the Houfe of one 
Mr. Hunt, at Hackney. In a very fhort Time he 
became noted for life feveral Robberies ; but at lad 
^breaking open a Victualling Houfe at Lambeth , 
and taking from thence only the Value of three 


Shillings, becaufe he could find no more, he was r’i 
and condemn’d for that FaCt, at the Affizes h at 
Kingfton upon Thames ; but was then repriev’c lad 
afterwards pleaded his Pardon at the fame <? 
Now being again at Liberty, infiead of becor 53 
new Man, he became rather worfe than befo ia 
breaking ‘open and robbing feveral Houfes at 7 
ham Crofs, Harrow on the Hill, a Gen tie wo ft'ij, 
Houfe at Hackney , a Gentleman’s at Hammer^ &,) 
a Minider’s near Kingfton upon Thames , a T it 
conid’s Houfe in Red Crofs ftreet , and a Hou ci 
Hounftow -Heath . 

This Fellow was very intimate with one if* 
Waldron, who being a young Man, but ai ii 
Rogue, ’twill be very material to take Notice, ut 
he was condemned to be hang’d when he was tyj- 
in the Teens, for picking a Gentleman’s Pocket ml 
receiving Mercy, in refpeCl to his tender Ag lw 
travelled to Ireland ; where, at Dublin , he wer ip- 
on the Glaze, which is robbing Goldfmiths Sw* 
Glades on their Stalls by cutting them, as an op- 
portunity offers, with Glaziers Diamond ; waitii ;or 
a Coach coming by, and breaking them or elfe ich 
the Hand, which fometime% istiot heard, thro hi 
Noife which is made by theRattling of the faid C ch 

This Trade Waldron followed in that Couy, 
till he was pretty well noted and punifh’d tre, 
then coming to London again, fuch was his no 
countable Impudence and Infolence, that he vJM 
in a manner rob People before their Faces ; am ad 
done more Damage to the Goldfmiths, than n)‘ 
fix Rogues that went upon the like Villany. dt 
after having been about 1 8 Times in Newgate 
fides New Prifon, and all the Bridewells in T;n ( 
often whipt at the Cart’s Arfe, burnt in the h d, 
and once in the Face, he became very well kn< n, 
whenever he came to the Seffions-Houfe in the ■ 
" B: ft 
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uley, as an old Offender. Whereupon, the Right 
/orihipful Sir Peter King, then Recorder of Lon- 
m> was pleas'd to tell him, That if ever he came 
lCre hut for an Egg , he would hang bi?n for the 
belL But this notorious Villain yet taking no 
/arning, and coming before Sir Peter again, his 
/orfoip was as good as his Word ; for tho' the 
[aft which he laft committed was but fimple Felony, 
zt he cafl him for his Life, which he juftly for- 
ited at Tyburn in 1711, aged but nineteen Years. 
Now to Dick Hughes again. When he firft came 

> London , he lit on a fad Mifchance, for happening 
le Night into a Lumber Houfe, not far from 
illinfgate , he had not been long there, before 
le Joe Haynes , the Commedian, and a broken Of- 
ter, came raking thither too, without a Farthing 

either of their Pockets. Joe Haynes having fav'd 
great deal of Duft, which he got off an old rotten 
)it, and wrapt it up nicely in a clean Sheet of Pa- 
ir, as foon as he and his Comrade were fat down 
a Table, with a Trnkard of Beer before them, he 
lll'd out the Duft of the rotten Poft, and was feal- 
g it up in feveral Pieces of Paper ; which occafion- 
l fome Folks that were drinking there, to enquire 
hat it was that he was fo choicely making up. Joe 
dynes told them it was an incomparble Powder, 
hich was the only Thing in the univerfal World, 
r a burnt Hand, a fealded Leg, or any Accident 
hatever that fhould befal a Man by Fire ; nay, 
rthermore, it would prevent alfo any Hurt that 
ight happen by that raging Element: For proof 
\ hereof fays he make a Kettle of Water presently 
aiding hot , and my Friend here, by rubbing a 
tie of my Powder on his Leg , Jhall put it into the 
id Water , and receive no Damage . 

The People were very eager to try the Experi- 
ent, and a kettle of Water was immediately made 
aiding hot. Then Joe Haynes rubbing fome of 
is Powder but on the Stocking of his Friend's right 
-eg, which was artificially made of Wood, for his 
itural one he had loft three Years before in Flan- 
in, he put it into the fealding Water, and bringing 
out unhurt, it put the Spe&ators intofuch an Ad- 
liration of its Virtue, that they bought in all as fall 

> they could, as twelve Pence a Paper ; fo that 
'oe Haynes and hfs Friend, who had no Money be- 
ire, had now above 30 Shillings to pay what they 
ad call'd for, and fomething in their Pockets be- 
de. 

Dick Hughes being one of the Fools that was ta- 
en in thus, the next Day he was in fome Company, 
/here bragging what an excellent Powder he had 
or a Burn or a Scald, he would lay a Wager with 
hem of ten Shillings, that he would put his Leg 
nto a Kettle of fealding Water and not hurt it. 

) thereupon, his Companions thinking it a Thing 
mpoffible, they laid what he propos’d ; and a Kettle 
)f Water was forthwith put on the Fire, whilft 
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Dick went into another Room, (freciufe they fhould 
nQt fee how he prepared his Leg for the fiery 
Trial) to rub fome of the Powder on the Ssocking, 
as Joe Haynes had on his Friend's. Then com- 
ing out, and putting his Leg all at once into the 
fealding Water, he roar’d out in a mod prodigious 
Manner, and could not pull it out again till he was 
help’d. Thus he did not only Iofe his ten Shillings, 
but had like to have loft his Leg too ; for he was 
above nine Months in St. Bartholomew s Hofpital, 
before he went abroad again. 

No fooner was this Villain roving about once 
more, but he got into Old Bridewell, by Fleet- 
Ditch. But obtaining his Liberty after one Court- 
Day, he ft ill continued in his Villany, and attemp- 
ted once to go on the Foot-pad. In which Enter- 
prize, the firft Perfon whom he attacked in this kind, 
was that very honeft Coney- Wool Comber, William 
Fuller ; taking from him about fourteen Shillings, in 
the Road betwixt Camberwell and Southwark , for 
all he might have infilled on a fort of Privilege from 
being robb’d, by telling Dick Hughes , That tho ' he 
was no Thief yet he was a great Cheat \ and fince 
he firft pretended to dif cover the Pedigree cf that 
Son of a Whore the Prince of Wales, he had ruin- 
ed more People by Tongue-Padding , than ever all 
the Thieves in London had done Damage by any bad 
Practices whatever. 

Another Time, he met on the Road betwixt 
Clapham and Vaux-Hall , with D - n the broken 
Bookfeller ; and taking from him three half Crowns, 
and ftripping him ftark naked befide, he ty’d his 
Hands behind him, and his Head betwixt his Legs, 
to contrive, in that mufing Pofture, what fedirious 
Libel might be moft edifying to a Republican Party. 

Whilft he lay under Condemnation, his Wife, to 
whom he had been married in the Fleet- Prifon, con- 
ftantly vifited him at Chapel. She was a very honeft 
Woman, and had fuch an extraordinary Kindnefs 
for her Hufband, under his great Afflictions, that 
when he went to be hang'd at Tyburn, on Friday 
the 24th 0 tjune, 1709, foe met at St. Giles's Pound, 
where the Cart flopping, foe ftept up to him, and 
whifpering in his Ear, foe faid, My Dear , Who 
muft find the Rope that's to hang you, we or the She- 
riff? Her Hufband reply’d, The Sheriff, Honey ; 
for who's obliged to find him Tools to do his Work ? Abt 
reply’d his Wife, Iwijh 1 had a known fo much be- 
fore , it would have faved me Two-pence, for 1 have 
been and bought one already. Well, well, laid Dick 
again, perhaps it mayti't be loft, for it may ferve a 
fecond Hufband . Ves, quoth his Wife, if 1 have any 
Luck in good Hujbands , fo it may . Then the Cart 
driving on to Hyde- Park Corner, this notorious Vil- 
lain ended his Days there, in the 30th of his Age ; 
and was after anatomiz’d at Surgcons-Hall, in Lon- 
don, 




The 


A General History of 


256 


The LIFE of HARVEY HUTCHINS. 


T HIS Malefa&or, Harvey Hutchins, was 
bom of honeft Parents, his Father being a 
Sword -Blade-maker by Trade ; who, when 
this unhappy Son came to be about fourteen Years 
of Age, put him Apprentice to a Silver-Smith in 
Shrewfbury ; but pilfering very often from his Mafter, 
he had him fent at laft, to Shrewjbury Gaol. 

In this Prifon the young Lad came acquainted with 
fome London Thieves, who, occupying their Calling 
in the County of Salop , they were alfo committed 
to the fame Jail ; where Hutchins hearing them tell 
of the feveral notable and ingenious Robberies that 
were committed in and about London , by fome of the 
chief Mailers of their Profeffion, he was refolved to 
make the bell of his Way thither after he obtained his 
Liberty. 

About three or four Months after his Confinement, 
came the Affizes ; when being try’d, and whipt at 
the Cart’s Arfe, upon his Friends paying his Fees 
he got his Enlargement and came up to Iftington , 
where he lurk’d about the Town, and took up his 
Lodging in a Barn. But his Mind Hill ran upon the 
Ingenuity of the topping Thieves in London, parti- 
cularly one Conftantine , who, for the fine Stories he 
had heard told of him, he admired above the reft. At 
laft he moves into the great Metropolis, where getting 
acquainted with fome young Pick-Pockets, he enqui- 
red among them for this Conftantine, who told him he 
might be found at one Snotty-Nofe Hill's, who kept 
the Dog-Tavern in Newgate-ftreet . 

The young Salopian being overjoyed he had found 
out where Mr. Conftantine ufed, one Evening he 
goes to the Dog-Tavern to enquire, faying, after his 
Country Dialed or Tone, He had vary enneft Bufnefs 
wod him . The Drawer prefently went up Stairs to 
Mr. Conftantine, who was then drinking with a great 
many of his thrieving Fraternity, and acquaints him, 
That there was a young Country Lad below wanted 
earneftly to /peak with him. Quoth Conftantine, With 
me? D —n me, 1 don't know any Country Lad . 
What is he? Perhaps he's fent for fome Trepan ; pri- 
thee go down and aft him his Buftnefs . The Drawer 
comes to the Country Lad, afking, What he would 
have with Mr. Conftantine, and he would go up and 
tell him. Young Shropshire told him, No harm, but 
his Bufnefs was fuch , that mornt tol it to eny Buddy 
hot hemfelf. 

The Drawer returns again with this Meflage. and 
Conftantine wondring who this Lad Ihould be, ordered 
him to be brought up to the Stairs Head, where com- 
ing out to him, quoth he. Do you want me. Lad ? 
He reply ’d Yes, Mefter, vor 1 am come abive a Hun - 
dered Moiles to zee you. Said Conftantine, What is 
your Buftnefs with me? He anfvvered, Vy, Mefter, 1 
have been in Shrewlbury foil, vere haring a grot 
tnsrny vine Stories of you, by zum Gentlemen that 
vare Profilers with me, I am come up to London on 
Porpus to be and myzelf Prontke to yow. Hereupon, 


Conftantine could nor forbear fmiling at the Lac 
Fancy, and taking him into the Room, where hex 
peated the Story to his Company, it caufed a gre 
deal of Laughter among them 

Fie gives the Boy Sixpence, and a Glafs or two 
Wine, and bade him be fure to come to him at t 
fame Place about Seven the next Night , and he wot 
take him upon Liking, and according as he found b. 
t ratable, diligent , and acute in his Buftnefs, he wot 
take him Apprentice. The Boy overjoyed at this go 
Fortune (as he unhappily thought it) took his Lea\ 
and, according to Order, was next Night at t 
Dog-Tavern punctually at the Hour appointed, whe 
his Mafter Cmftantine was ready to go with him up 
a Trial of Skill ; which was this. Conftantine havi 
Hole a filver Tankard, about three Months befo 
our of an Alehoufe in Cheap ftde, he had, nevert! 
left, been there in Difguife feveral Times after ; a 
obferving much Plate itill in Ufe about the Houfe, 
told the Boy the Story going along the Street, a 
promifed him, that if he could carry off another cle; 
and bring it to him at a certain Houfe in White Cl 
pel, he would certainly take him Apprentice, a 
make a Man of him when he was out of his Apprc 
ticefhip 5 at the fame Time intimating to him, tl 
the Houfe was juft before him where he was going 
drink. 

The Boy took his Story right, but juft as his M 
Her was come to the Houfe, pulling him by t 
Sleeve, quoth he, Mefter, Mefter, can you ran wet 
Yes, (reply’d his Mailer,) as well as moft Men 
England ; I have often out-ran Hundreds together 1 
fore now . We el then , (faid the Boy) if you. can r 
well, ne'er fear but we'll hove a Tonkad. 

Into the Houfe Conftantine goes firft, and calli 
for a Room, the Boy followed him to the Bar, 
his Servant, and with a low Voice afked the Man 
the Houfe, If he did not loje a filver tankard a In 
three Months ago? Yes, reply’d he ; which Cvnftc. 
tine over hearing, took as fail as lie could to Ins Hee 
the Boy at the lame Time crying out. That was t 
Man that ftole it. Upon which the Victualler, a 
the Servants, ran prefently out in purfuir of him, b 
to no Purpofe, for he was got out of Sight in an' I 
ftanc, and in the mean 'rime the Boy took anoth 
filver I ankard out of the Bar, and got fafely to t 
Place appointed by his Mailer ; who no fooncr (1 
him, but he fell a curfing, and damning, and fiukin 
at him, like a Madman, for putting him into fu« 
bodily Fear, withal telling him, That if he had be 
taken, he Jhould have been certainly bang'd by the l 
Neck he had ; but , quoth he, Sirrah , have you got 
Tankard? Yes, reply’d the Boy, and taking it fro 
under his Coat, gave it him, fiijing at the fan 
Time, Mefter, if yaw bed not vsrft a far'd me fhet yo 
cud ran well , 1 wud a gut ct fum uddar vay. 

A little after this running Bout, young liar 


and his Mafter going through Denmark Court in t 
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Strand , they efpy'd a filver Tankard, Cup, Salver, fome Bufinefs that was betwixt them. The poor Ser- 
an d Tome Spoons and Forks, lying on a Side-board vant mittrutting no harm, takes the Shilling, and went 
in the Parlour of one William Bunworth , a School- for the Wine; in the mean Time he went off with all 
Matter ; at which Conftantine ' s Mouth watering, the Plate, and prefently came down Harvey and went 
quoth he to his Apprentice, who was now bound to after him. 

him for three Years, Is there no pojfibility, Harvey, of In lefs than four or five Minutes, School being 
fitting that Plate , «i vhilji that damn'd Maid is in the done, down comes B unworth himfelf, and feeing the 
Parlour ? Yes, Mefter , quoth he, if you will carry Maid coming in at the Street-Door with a Pint of 
me up to the Mefter of the School, and pretending / Wine in her Hand, quoth he, Who is that for , Mary? 
am a noughty Boy , give hem fumthing to whop me, and She told him, the Gentleman that was juil now with 
then var menacing the Maud, I'll l eve that tv you , him, ordered her to fetch it. Quoth he, “ A very 
Mefter , # “ generous civil Gentleman, I vow ; he gave me a 

Accordingly they both went up Stairs without afk- “ Crown but for whipping that unlucky Rogue of 
ng any Quellions, and coming into the School, Con - 14 his, who, according to the Character of him, is, 

lantine , who was drett much like a Gentleman, with fS indeed, a very naughty Roy. Said the Maid again, 
lis long tail Wig, and Sword by his Side, addrefsM “ Ay, but Sir, whe e is all thePla c that was on the 
limfelf to the School-Matter, faying, 44 Sir, I have 44 Sideboard here juil now ? Plate! quoth Bun worth, 

1 got an unlucky Rogue of a Boy here fora Servant, “ what Plate ? I faw no Plate. Away they both'went 
' who is the faddett Dog as ever was known for go- “ fearehing the Ctofet, and every Hole and Corner of 
' ing of an Errand ; for fend him but to the next U the Houfe, hut not finding it, Runworth cries out, 

* Door and he will flay two or three Hours before “ Ruin’d and undone for ever? I’m robb’d, I’m 
4 he returns with an Anfwer : I have try’d fair “ robb’d I Oh! that dahm'd Son of a Whore of a 
4 Means, and foul Means with him, and yet all will 41 Gentleman, whilit 1 was whipping his unlucky Son 
1 4 not do ; wherefore, I humbly beg the Favour of “ of a Whore his Boy, he has Whipt away all mv 
4 you to do fo much as give him a good whipping, 44 Plate. Thieves! Thieves ! ” At this Uproar all 
f and next Week I (hall fend him to School to you, the Neighbours came in to aflifi him, thinking they 
4 to be inftrufted in Writing and catting Accompts, were then in the Houfe ; but, indeed, the Thieves 
for I would fain have the Rafcai come to good if I were farther a Field, without Doubt making merry 
could.” At the fame Time he flipt a Crown- over their Booty, whiltt poor Bunworth was darnn- 
iece into Bunworth* s Hand, who being fuch a mi- ing and finking himfelf to the Pit of Hell for his Lois, 
:rly covetous Fellow, that he would never marry for which he did not long farvive, for within a little while 
ar of bringing a charge of Children on him, he was .after he died with mere Vexation and Grief, 
verjoyed at fo large a Gift for doing fo fmall a Piece 

f Service. . # In fine, Harvey very truly and honeftly ferved out 

Immediately the SchooLMafter takes Harvey to his Time with his Matter, when fetting up for him- 
afk, who began to fet up his Pipes, and cry’d hear- felf, he had very pretty Bufinefs in Houfe-breaking, 
Iy ; butall to no Purpofe ; one of the luftieft Boys and liv’d very creditably and handfomely among thole 
1 the School was call’d out to hoift him, who get- of his Profettion, for about nine Years, in and about 
ng him on his Back, the Matter handfomely flank’d the Cities o f London and Weftminfter, and in that Time 
im. In the mean Time Conftanfine went down had often paid Scot and Lot to Newgate, and other 
tairs, defiring him before to fend his Boy after him. Jails about Town ; but at latt being apprehended for 
sfoonashehad given him Corre&ion. Then ap- breaking open a Jew's Houfe at Dukes-Place, and 
roaching the Maid with fair Words, he gave her a robbing it of above four hundred Pounds in Money 
hilling, to fetch a Pint of Sack for him and her Ma- and Plate, he was hang’d at Tyburn in 1 704, aged 
er # wko was jutt i\pon coming down to him upon twenty fix Years. 
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The LIFE of JA 


T H E Malefa&or we are now to give an Ac- 
count of, was the Son of a Butcher, bom at 
Litchfield in Staffiordjbire, where he ferved 
an Apprenticefhip with his own Father. For want 
of Bufinefs when he was out of his Time, made him 
come up to London, and his evil Genius when he was 
there, foon threw him into the Way of Deftruftion ; 
for engaging himfelf with a Society of Thieves, by 
their Converfation he got into, from whence he was 
fent into Flanders for a Soldier, as was then the Cur 
Bom of dealing with Offenders, who were not judg’d 
worthy of Death. 

While he was abroad, he could very indifferently 
brook the being obliged to live on a Foot Soldier’s 
Pay, which bore no Proportion to his late Expences. 
This put him on a great many Shifts, and made him 
take all Opportunities of making up the Deficiency 
of his Income. One or two of the Pranks that he 
play’d in this View, will be very well worth rehearf- 
ing, and we fhall give them as briefly as pofli- 
ble. 

Going into a Church in Ghent % where the People 
were all at High Mafs ; and feeing moil of them caft 
Money into a Box that flood under an Image of the 
Virgin Mary , it made his Fingers itch for the Coin ; 
fo watching a fair Opportunity, with a crooked Nail 
he pick’d the Lock, and cram’d as much of the 
Treafure as he could into his Pockets : But doing.it 
over-haftily, and dropping fome of the Pieces, they 
made fuch a jingling on the Nftirble Pavement, that, 
as ill Luck would have it, he was difeovered, feized, 
and dragg’d before a great Cardinal then in that 
Town. 

This arch Priefl examining the Witneffes as to the 
Fad, and finding it plain, he exclaimed prodigioufly 
againil Withers , by the Titles of Rogue , Rafcal , and 
facrilegious Villain ; and was juft going to condemn 
him to a fever* Punifhment, when Jack falling 
on his Knees, with uplifted Hands, and Tears in his 
Eyes, begg'd his Eminency to hear him. This, af- 
ter much Storming, was granted, and Silence being 
made. Jack , in a piteous Tone, told him, That he 
was a vile wicked Wretch, bred up a Proteftant, and 
an Heretick, and being in great Diftrefs, he had 
made his Prayers before the Imagt of the Bleffed 
Virgin, to relieve him in his hard Neceffity ; promi- 
fing, in confiderate'on thereof, to turn Roman Ca- 
tholicity and ever be her Votary ; when all on a hid- 
den, the Box under her Image flew open, and fhe 
pointed with her Finger to the Money, making alfo 
a dumb Shew with nodding her Head, for him to fup- 
ply his Necefiitics out of it, which he had thank- 
fully done, with a Refolution of keeping his Vow for 
ever. 

This Relation being heard with much Patience 
and Attention, the Cardinal cry’d out, A Miracle ! 
A Miracle / which all the reit rehearfed out aloud, 
concluding that none had more right to dlfpofe of 
that Morey, than the Virgin to wh^m it was offer- 
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ed. Inftead of being punifhed, Jack Wither wa 
now carried back to the Church in folernn Proceffior 
on Mens Shoulders, and borne round it in Triumpl 
whilft Ave Maria was fung by the Priefts, and t 
placed before the High Altar ; after which he w; 
difmifled with great Applauie. 

Proving fo fortunate in this Cheat, he was there! 
embolden’d to commit another like it ; for one D; 
going into a Church in Antwerp , he perceiv’d tl 
Prieft put a filver Crucifix, of great Value, into 
Sepulchre, as their Ceremony is, in reprefen ting, i * 
Refurre&ion, upon Afcenfio7i Day ; and whilft tl 
fpiritual Juggler and the People were going round t. 
Church, in their fuperftitious Way of Devotion, Ja 
Withers was fo dextrous as to convey the Cruci; 
into his Breeches, and fhuffle among the Crowd ; 
that when the Prkdl came back to it, faying the 
Words in the Gofpcl, Non efi hie , ftirrexit cnim , tl 
is, He is not here , for he is rifen , he found it fo i 
deed ; for, after much fumbling, he perceiv’d I 
graven God was gone ; and Withers then made wl 
Hafle he could away, for fear of a Search. 

But a little after the playing of this Prank, Jt j 
running away from his Colours, came into Engla 
again, where, preferring an idle courfe of Life l 
fore any lawful Employment, he took to the Hig , 
way. One Day meeting with an old Mifer upon t 
Road, Who was his Father’s Neighbour, he co: 
manded him to ftand, and deliver what he had, 
otherwife he was a dead Man. The old Man bei 
furpriz’d, pleaded great Poverty, in Hopes of favi 
about an hundred Guineas and Broad Pieces of Go 
which he had in the Pockets of his wide knee Breec 
es, containing Cloth enough to make a Gentlcwom 
a hoop’d Petticoat ; but all his whining prevail 
nothing with Jack. He was then for coming 
Compofition with him, by giving him one half 
his Money to fave t’other, but Withers fw ore a gr< 
Oath of the firft Rate that he would not abate hin 
Farthing of Cent, per Cent. The old Man fumbli 
a good While in Ivs Pocket, at length lie lugg’d c 
his Purfe and Pair of Spcdaeles, which putting on i 
Nofe, he gave his money to Jack Withers', who aft 
him whether bis Sight was fo bad that he could r 
give him his Purfe without ufing his auxiliary Eye 
To which the other reply ’d, “ That he hoped 
“ might have the Liberty of fccingto whom he ga 
“ his Money. Av, ay, and welcome, quoth Jac! 

“ and pray take notice, that when you fee me aga 
“ you mud fupply me with juft fuch another Sum 
So they parted; Jack riding one Way, and the < 
Wretch another. 

One Time Jack Withers , and two of his hope 
Comrades, teiving been all Night a rakeing in f 
Country, as they were coming on Foot over r 
Field by Mary hone, by 4 o’ Clock in a Summe 
Morning, they oblerved a Gentleman walking all 
lone, making all the Geftures imaginable of P. ilk 
Difcortent, and Fuiy, fuch as caftiag u» his Eyes 1 
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thiky, difplaying his Arms abroad, and then ring- 
ing hem together again, This happened to be one 
\\\Vanbruggen , a celebrated Player, who was get- 
lin'his Part ; but they not knowing who he was, 
fups'd he might be in defpair for Love, or fome 
3 :J Cauie, and fo in that Condition might lay vio- 
en Hands upon himfelf. Hereupon they watch’d 
iis lotions at a Diitance ; but Mr. Vanbruggen , at 
eni), efpying them, he,, for the more Privacy, 
veithro’ a Hedge into another Field, where thefe 
hr< Sparks Bund him by the fide of a Pond, ex- 
ire lg, in a very paflionate Manner, thefe Words of 
r anes> in the Tragedy of Tbeodofius, Or, The Force 
f w- 

cl r ge thee not f 

lunhen I am dead take the attending Slaves, - 
fj ear me, with my Blood dift tiling down, 
tn ht fo the Temple ; lay me, O / Aranthes, 
ay y cold Coarfe at A thenaie’s Feet, 

\y, t 0 l why, why do my Eyes run o'er f 

jy ith my latefi Gafp 1 groan'd for Pardon . 
up ere my Friend j hold fi?ft, and. fix the Sword: 
fe the Artery, where the Life Blood lies ; . ' 

L <ves again]} the Point Now, O f ye Gods, 

'J the greatly wretched you have room, . ' 

re re my Place, for daunt lefs, lo I coins ! 
he >rce of Love thus makes the mortal Wound, 

J .thenais fends me to the Ground . 

j k Whitbtrs being foremoft, cry’d out to his 

an .des, Hallo ! Make hajie ; by G d ’ tis e'en 

\ • thought , the poor Gentleman is juft going to 
1 1 nfelfi for . Love . So making all. up to Van- 
ish n, one' taking him by one Arm, and another 
i e other, they faid, Pray, Sir, confiderwhat 
* ? going to do ! What a fad Thing will it be 
r u to drown yourfelf here r Be advis'd, and 
i<i better Thoughts with you, Mr. V anbruggen 
t lowing their Meaning, quoth he, as they were 
ill y and hailing him about, “ What a Plague 
i ill this for? I am not going to hang, (tab, 
r drown myfelf ; I am~not in Love; I am only 
a Player getting my Part. A Player are you? 
rly’d Withers, if we had thought that, you 


“ fhould e’en have drown’d yourfelf, and been 
“ d— n’d too, before we’d have took all this Pains 
“ to follow your Arfe up and down ; But to make 
“ us amends for our Trouble, you can do no lefs 
“ then give us what Money you have. ” Being in 
a bye Place, they ty’d his Hands and Legs together,' 
and took from him about ten Shilling, and a filver 
hiked Sword. 

After this Jack Withers, and one William Ed- 
wards, fetting on a Perfon of Quality within a Mile 
or two of Beaconsfield , in Bu cki nghamfiA re , the 
Lord that was aflaulted, who had only one Footman 
with him, had the Courage to oppofe them, and 
h^ld fo hot a Difpute to fave what he had, that Wi- 
thers's Horfe being (hoc, Edwards was. obliged to 
carry him off behind him ; and a clofe Purfuit being' 
made after them,* they were forced to quit that 
Horfe, and make their Efcape on Foot, thro’ bye 
Lanes, and over .Fields, where i^ote on Horfeback 
could ride after them. Now hiding themfelves 
in a Wood all- Night, th^ next Morning they 
made the beft • of their way for London ; bat 
about a Mile ,oiit of Uxbridge, meeting with a 
Peany-Poft Maa. they affiultcd him on the 

Queen’s Highway, and having taken fron him 

about eight Shillings, to , prevent his Di Bo very 
of them. Withers (tho’ much againft the Will 
of his Comrade Edwards) took a Butcher’s 
knife out of his Pocket, and with it not only 
cut the Throat of the unhappy . Mam, but ript 
out his Bowels, and filling the Body full of 
Stones threw it into- a Pond, where it was 
found the . next Day. None could tell the 

Author of this inhuman Murder, till Withers 
and his * Companion were apprehended about 
two Months- after for a Country Robbery ; 
when being condemn’d at the Lent Affizes at 
Norfolk, on the 16th of April, 1 703, the Day 
of their Execution, at Thetford, Withers con- 
fefs’d the Fad. Thus we may fee how the 
Providence of God generally brings to light the 
Authors of fuch horrid Deeds ; for tho’ a Mur- 

derer may for fome Time efcape, yet the divine 
Judgment will overtake him ac lait. 
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The LIFE of WILL MAW. 


T HIS noted Villain, aged 50 Years when he 
was hang’d, was born at Northallerton in 
York/hire, from whence he came to London , 
at about zo Years of Age, and ferved his Appren- 
ticefhip with a Cabinet-maker, and for a great while 
followed that Occupation, in the Parifh of St. Gitn's 
Gripplegate, where he dwelt for above eighteen Years 
together ; and for many Years before his Dtftth ha- 
ving left off working at his Trade, he maintained 
liimfclf by Tome illegal Ways of living, fuch a* the 
buying of ftollen Goods, and thereby encouraging 
Thieves and Robbers, he had alfo been addiftcd to 
coining, and for fome of his irregular A&ions, had 
a Fine of ten Pounds laid in upon him, in Septem * 
her 1705, was burnt in the Hand in April 1710, 
and in September following, and twice ordfl-ed to 
hard labour in Bridewell. 

Having once committed a Robbery, for which 
he was afraid to be apprehended, when he lived in 
Golden Lane, he pretended to be very fick at Home, 
and ordered his Wife to give out that he was dead. 
His Wife being a cunning Baggage, fo ordered t the 
Matter, that fhe cleanly executed his Command, 
bought him a Coffin, invited about 40 or 50 Neigh- 
bours to the Funeral, and followed the Corps in fuch 
a mournful Condition, as if her poor Hufband had 
been dead indeed. As they were coming by the 
Red-crofs Alehoufc, at the End of Red-Crofsfirect , 
to St. Giles's Church- Yard, near Cripple gate, fome 
Company being drinking at the Door, who were in- 
quifitive to know \Cho was dead, they were told it 
was old Maw, whom they knew very well. 

About five Years afterwards, one of thof® Perfons 
that were drinking, as aforefaid, being a Prifoner 
In Wood free t Compter, for Debt, and Maw com- 
ing in alfo a little after him, the Perfon was fo 
furpriz’d at the latter, that at firft he had not Pow- 
er to fpeak to him ; but, at length, recovering fome 
Courage, as dreading he had feen a Ghoft, quoth 
he. Is not your Name Maw, Sir ? Maw reply’d. 
Yes, Sir ; as Jure as your Name is Watkins. The 
other faid again, W hy, 1 thought you had been dead 
and buried Jive Years ago t Yes , reply’d Maw, fo I 
was in Trefpajfes and Sins : But I mean , faid IVat- 
hut, laid your ft If corporally in the Grave . No, (re- 
ply 'd Maw) I was not dead ; but being at that Time 
under fome Troubles, 1 was at the Charge of a Cof- 
fin to fave my Neck , and my Wife gave out l was 
rehlly defuntl , as fuppofing then my Adverfaries would 
not look for me in my Grave . 

Shortly after this Imprifonraent being hang’d, as 
Ire was going up Holborr., another Perfon, who, like 
iVll\ IV atkin^ fcjui thought him dead and buried. 


feeing him in the Cart, he was in a great Adn n| 
on, calling thus out to him in the Cart, Oh! i r 
Mr. Maw, I really thought you had been dea t$ 
buried five Years ago and more. Why fo / vja rf 
ply’d Maw, but don't you know that we mu al 
rife agmin at the Day of Judgment ? Yes , reply ki 
Acquaintance, but the Day of Judgment is not 
yet. Ay, but it is, quoth Maw, andpaftdt i 4 
Days ago, at the SeJJio ns -Houfe in the Old-E y 
where I am Jure 'twas the Judgment of the C \ /, 
fend me to be hanged now. So his Friend v inj 
him a good Journey, and a fafe Return, they jtU 
parted. 

Will. Maw having once Hole a Trunk fro bi- 
hind a Coach, in which were feveral Good md 
among them a Clergyman’s new Gown and C; ck, 
great Enquiry was made at moft of the l ;m 
for the canonical Robes, by a Friend of the ini. 
fter who loft them. Maw had fold them t m 
Seabreok in Barbican , with whom they u it 
length found. Seabrook offered to fell them ta* 
ny worth, and the Gentleman bid him bring tl jto 
the Sun-Tavern , in Alderfgate-flreet, where tl Vr- 
fon was that wanted them. The Clergyma m 
there, and having viewed and tried the Robes, and 
them to be the fame ; whereupon, he asked th to- 
ker how he came by them ; who could neith Jive 
much Account of the Manner he bought th 
nor find the Perfon he bought them of. In a jrd, 
but an A£l of Grace having been lately p be 
pleaded the Benefit of it, and fo efcaped the J ifli- 
ment which he mult otherwife hav* fuffere ho’ 
not the Difgrace that attends fuch Praftices. 

After a long Courfe of Iniquities, Maw at 
laft committed to Newgate himfelf, and at the liii 
ing Seffions convicted of five Indictments. 1 For 
breaking open the Houfe of Mrs. Anne Johnfo aM 
taking thence eight Pewter Plates, and other ( A 
z. For breaking open the Houfe of Mr. John trj , 
and taking thence 24 Pair of Leather Clogs. For 
affaulting and robbing Mr. Charles Potts, < th® 
Highway, and taking from him a filver Watcl five 
gold Rings, Money, and other Things. , For 
affaulting Mrs. Anne Grover, on the Highws and 
taking from her 3 /. 6d. And 5. For alfaulti on 
the Queen’s Highway, and robbing, Mr. Co m, 
of fome Money, an Handkerchief, and other ( ods. 
’Twas impoffiblc for him now to think of comi oft 
and if it had been poffible for him to have ex W 
any Grace, he had been deceived, fo*; on We'M I 
the 29th of October, 1711, this Offender melritii 
the Punifhraent he fo well deferved, at the dual 
Place of Execution. 
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The LIFE of NICHOLAS WELLS. 




noted Criminal, Nicholas Wells, was 
1 born at Pemf north, in the County of Kent, 
L • but afterwards lived at Eafl-Grimflead, with 
t Grandmother ; and keeping a Horfe, travelled 
f m thence to London , and bought and fold Goods, 
fc which he helped to keep two of his Younger Sif- 
JBi. He was a Butcher by Trade, and married a 
\mianin Bamaby-fireet, with whom he had one 
hidred and twenty Pounds for a Portion. Whilfl 
t: i Money lafted, which was not long, he lived con- 
11 t with his Wife ; but having by extravagant 
Cirfes quickly confumed it, they then lived like 
It ried Quality, for they would fee one another once 
a^eek perhaps, lie together once a Month, and 
K together once a Year. 

s eing by his Folly reduced to great Necefiities, 

\ much in Debt, he, for a Livelihood, drove a 
\ >dmonger’sCart in Southwark', and one day carry - 
, ij:hree Loads of Faggots to a Gentleman’s Houfe 
uamheth, as he was making Water not far from 
^Door, where the Gentleman’s Wife flood, her 
tx iord inary Beauty had fuch an Influence on his 
iijal Mind, that he was over heard by the Gentle- 
man to fay to himfelf thefe Words: Was 1 to 
(/with that handfome Creature, I vow and J wear 
F J give my Ca rt a nd Ho rfes . 

j ne Gentlewoman, who was none of the Chaflefl, 
dig him into her Parlour, Ihe wanted to know 
n. ’twas he faid, as he was making Water, or o- 
hi vife, if he would not tell her, (he would call her 
Oman to kick him well. Our new Carmam was 
ir what bafhful to declare what he had faid ; but 
£ng to be ill us’d in cafe he did not fatisfy the 
rti levvoman’s Demands, he very bluntly told her 
oe Words above-mentioned. The Lady now ta- 
ir him at his Word, flic carried him to her Bed- 
h iber, were obtaining the Plealure, for which he 
ic forfeited his Cart and Horfes, and finding no 
^ifrence betwixt her and his Wife in that fort of 
pc! - , he fwore, They were all alike . 

J this Tone lie hankered about the Street-Door 
g:t while, for home to his Matter he durfl not 
u, vithout the Cart and Horfes ; but, at lafl, the 
ffejleu Oman’s Hufband coming home to Dinner, 
idearing the Fellow fwcar, They were all alike, 

7 1 — d ; quoth he. What are all alike? The Fag- 
7 . reply’d the Carman. Quoth the Gentleman a- 
b And what of that ? To which Nick thus an- 
ve J An t plea fe you. Sir , 1 have brought home the 
’ r ‘ Loads of Faggots which you bought, and your 
a 4 being not fat fed \ that the lajl Faggots which 
re^ot jo big as the ff,Jhe hath ordered her Ser- 
to lock up my Cart and Horfes in your Coaeh- 
* ar and fays , that jhe will keep them, O ! fie, fie , 

<> faid the Gentleman to his Wife, you mujt 
M jo ; the Cart and Horfes are none of the 
,cr Aan's, they're his Mafler' s, therefore you mufi 
hxfo him. if he has not us'd you well. 

J? Gentlewoman than prefcntly delivered the 
►at md Horfes, and privately gave the Carman a 

67 


Guinea befides, for his handfome come off. Bur 
the next Day Nick bringing fome Coals to the fame 
Houfe, he then left the Gentlewoman his Cart and 
Horfes for good and all ; for finding an Opportu- 
nity of flipping into a Back Parlour, where a Scru- 
tore was open, he took out of it, a rich gold Watch, 
feveral diamond Rings, and two hundred and fifty 
Guineas, which he carried clear off, without going 
to his Mafler any more. 

Not long after this Exploit, meeting with Hand- 
fome Fielding, riding on Horfeback by himfelf over 
Putney-Heath, as he came by Nick, he knock’d him 
off his Gelding, and feconding his Blow with ano- 
ther, which ftunn’d him worie than the firft, he 
ty’d his Hands and Feet, and fcarched his Pockets, 
wherein he found about twenty Guineas, which made 
him break forth into this Exclamation: Of Gold 
almighty, thou art good for the Heart fick at Night, 
fore Eyes in the Morning, and for the Wind in the Sto- 
mach at Noon; indetd, thou art a never failing Re- 
medy for any Difemper, at any Time , in all Cafes , 
and for all Con flit utions. 

Whilfl Nick was expoflukiting to himfelf on the 
excellent Qualities of Gold, Handfome Fielding re- 
covering his Senfes, quoth he, Sirrah , Doji know on 
whom thou bafi committed this Infolence? Not 1 , (re- 
ply’d Nick) nor I don't care, for 'tis better you cry 
than 1 jlarve. Quoth the robb’d Perfon again. Pm 
General Fielding, who'll make yon dearly fuffer for 
this , if ever you come into my Clutches . Art thou 
(reply ’d Nick then) Beau Fielding ? Why truly Pve 
heard thy Fame and Shame long enough ago ; J think 
thou art one of th of e amorous Coxcombs who never go 
without Verfes, in praife of a Mifrefs, and write 
Elegies on the great Misfortune of lofing your But- 
tons. Thou art one of the whining Puppies , that 
wafe Day and Night with her that you admire for 
a Whore , taking up her Glove , and robbing her of a 
Hankerebief, which you'll pretend to keep for her 
Sake . In fine, let me ' tell you , thou art tranfated 
out of a Man into a Whimfy . So leaving Beau Field- 
ing to fhift for himfelf, he made the befl of his 
Way to Rofemary-Lane ; where his Landlord and 
Landlady were tranfported at the fight of his Booty, 
for he treated them, as in Duty bound, plentifully ; 
and there was never a Servant in the Houle of Ini- 
quity but fared the better for his Villany. 

Altho’ Nick Wells was a Fellow rhat ventured his 
Neck in thefe dangerous Enterprizes, yet he was 
nor Mafler of any true Courage, for he was much 
of the nature of ; thofe who aie always challeng - 
ing People that will not fight, and cutting fuch as 
all the J own has kick’d; upon many Occafions it 
has appeared that he was as cautious of dealing with 
a Man that is truly rough, as an honefl Man would 
have been of dealing with him. He was very 
Bloody-minded, where he had the Advantage of a 
Man, as may be perceived by an Enterprize which 
he once undertook for one Elizabeth Hannan, alias 
Be/s TcQvctd. 

I X Thi, 
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This Woman bei<tg condemned for picking the 
Pocket of one Samuel Winfield , a Lock Smith, liv- 
ing near St. George's Church in Southwark, fuch 
was her implacable Malice before fhe was hanged, 
tint fhe faid (he could not die iatisfied, unlefs fhe 
had the Fdood of her Piofecutor. Propofing her 
wicked Inclinations to Nick Wells, quoth he, Befs, 
not that I matter a Murder or two committing, 
bfit 1 don’t love to work without Hire ; what am 1 to 
have, hril? and who am 1 to difpatch ? But I care 
not who it is, if you content me. Then this wick- 
ed Wretch acquainting him where her Adverfary 
liv’d, and giving him three Guineas to murder him, 
he took his Jail Farewell of her in the Chapel of 
Ne wgate , and that lame Day going to Mr. Win- 
field's Houle, with pretence of befpeaking a Lock, 
that he might have a fight of the Man he was to 
kill, in the Evening he watch’d his going out, and 
coining home, which was about twelve at Night, 
and coming behind him as he was knocking at his 
own Door, he ran him thro' the Back with a Tuck, 
of which Wound he prefently died on the Spot : 
But the Murderer was never known till he confefs’d 
this barbarous Crime at the Gallows. 

Whillt he followed thefe ill Courfes he was much 
addi&ed to nil manner of Lafcivioufnefs, and fekiom 
faw his Wile, whom lie greatly flighted ; for he was 
often want to fay, He was not curfed with the Plague 
of Confiancy . Nay, how little Regard he had for 
his Wife, may plainly be feen by the following 
Contract, drawn betwixt him and William Maw , 
whofe Life immediately precedes this. 

We the Subfcribcrs, William Maw of London, 
Joyner, and Nicholas Wells of Pemfworth , in the 


County of Kent, Butcher, being each of us [ „ 
dened with an ufelefs Moveable, the former wit * 
Jack-Daw, and the latter with a Wife, decl:- 
That we have thought fit. For the Convenience if 
one another, out of our own' pure and free Vl 
to make a Barter and Truck of the Jack-Daw r 
the Wife ; yielding up the one to the other, 1J 
Right and Title that we have to the faid Wife d 
Jack-Daw, and quitting for ever all Claim to tb t, 
without any Manner of Complaint or Demand h*. 
after to the Premises fo trucked. To which r* 
gain and Agreement, in token of hearty Confent d 
Satisfa&ion, we have hereunto fet our Hands d 
Seals. Dated at Deptford, the ioth Day of 
1710 , 


William Mai 
Nicholas Wi , 


Accordingly the Wife went with the 'Buyer, d 
her Husband, without repenting his Bargain, 
fu’d his vicious Pra&ices kill. But at length 1 g 
apprehended for robbing one James Wilmot , a Bt y 
er, near Epfom, of thirty Guineas, fome Silver, i 
a filver Watch, he was committed to the Ma\ } 
fea Prifon in Southwark . For this Faft he is 
hanged in the twenty eighth Year of his A\ n 
King ft on upon Thames, Oil Saturday the 28 t )f 
March , 1712. Mr. Noble an Attorney being alf «♦ 
ecuted there at the fame Time for the barb as 
Murder of one John Sayer, Efq ; 
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'he LIFE of WILLIAM HOLLOWAY. 


• '^r jt A S born at Neweaftle-under-Line, in Staf- 
u\/ ford/hire, and was bred up to Husbandry ; 
r i but not liking his Occupation, he came up 

t London, where falling into fuch Company as had 
i her be the DeviPs Soldiers, than fight under the 
1 mers of flonefty, he loon became fuch an Enemy 
t Virtue, that no fort of Theft mifs’d his Inclina- 
1 i, to fupport himfelf in the Extravagancies of a 
r ft licentious Courfe of Life. 

* "irlt he went upon petty Matters of Thieving, in 
v ich he was very fuccefsful ; for one Day going to 
a ’night’s Houfe in Bloo?jiJbury-Square, with an A- 
pn before him juft like a Scowrer, he had the 1m- 
p ence to go up Stairs and take three or four Foot- 
11 is Liveries j but juft coming Out with them on 
h Arms, the Coachman Hopping at the Door with 
i! Coach, he ftopp’d Holloway, and afk’d him, Wbe- 
(> • he was going with thofe Coats, and Waftc-coats ? 
■ 3th Holloway, The Parliament being to fit within 
ti Week, and your M after being willing his Mens 
L tries Jhould look fo??iewhat frefb and decent , the 
S ward has ordered me to f cower them a gain ft then. 
jj e , here, then, faid the Coachman, take my Cloak 
t and /cower it well. So ftepping on his Coach- 
E;, he took his Cloak off the Seat, and gave it 
l Uoway, who never took the Pains to bring it back 
a m : But the poor Coachman was fadlyjeei’d about 
iffor whereever the Boys met him, who knew of the 
lick, they would cry to him. Here, here, take my 
Cak too. 

Another Time there being a great Stop of Coaches 
It Fleet ftreet, Mr. Holloway ftepping up to a Gen* 
tlnnn’s Coach, and pretending to have fome earned: 
Einefs with him, whilft Holloway was talking to 
t Gentleman as he lean’d over the Door of the 
Cach to him, one of his Comrades took out a rich 
Cach Seat, and got clear off with it in the Dark ; 
al whilft the Gentleman turn’d his Head out of the 
Cier Door to look after it, Holloway fnatch’d off the 
o.er Seat, and in the Crowd went away with that, 
le Gentleman being in a great Surprize to fee how 
Ldenly he had loft both his Seats, lie call’d out to 
h Coachman, faying, Tom, haft thou got the Horfcs 
tre? Quoth Tom, Tcs, Sir. Ay, but (faid the 
ntleman) are you Jure you have them ? Why yes, 

, reply M the Coachman, I'm Jure 1 have them ; 
f\ their Reins are now in my Hand. Well , (quoth 
t Gentleman) fee and keep them there, for 1 have loft 
t Seats out of the Coach ; and by Heavens, if yoitve 
i a f pedal Care, you'll lofe my Horfes too. 

Not long after this Exploit, Mr. Ernes, who kept 
t: Punch-Houfe in Hemlock Court, having been one 

- .y recreating himfelf in his Calafti, Will obferving 
i:o come a foft Pace in the Road betwixt Turnham- 

ten and Hammerfmith, he perceived the Driver 
reof, who had been drinking very hard wheie he 
1 been, to be fait afieep. Hereupon Will Hopp’d 
’ Horfe, which was but one, and foftly ftepping up, 

- edMr, Ernest Pockets, unfelt of him, of a Watch 


and two Guineas, and fo fneaked off from him, fup- 
pofing that was all the Booty he could get at that 
Time, unlefs he ftripped him of his Cloaths too, which 
lie could not well carry off without fome Sufpicion, 
in that Place. However, the Road being clear of 
Paffengers, and finding Mr. Ernes Hill in a profound 
Sleep, he ty’d his Legs together, and, that he nr'ght 
have the Pleafure to fee what would be the Hike ot it, 
he pull’d the Pins out of the Axle-Tree of the Wheels, 
and let the Horfe a-going, which he had not done 
above an hundred Paces, but the Wheels flew off, and 
do An came the Booby-Hutch. 

Mr. Ernes now waked in a great Conflernation, 
whilft Will lay peeping behind a Hedge, and could 
percei\e his Surprize. But the Horfe’s Rein being 
cut, and he not able to unloofe his Legs, for want 
of a Knife to cut the Cord, the Horfe never flopp’d 
nor ftaid, ti 1, in that manner, l.c had drawn the Ca- 
lafh through Thick and Thin into Hammerfmith ; 
from whence fending for the Wheel-, and having 
them put on again, he flept no more t:II he got quite 
Home. 

; Now Holloway having call all Honefty and 
Goodnefs quite out of Doors he was refolded to 
profecute his Villany to tne high eft Degree; fo 
from committing Email Matters of Theft, he was 
refoved to turn Highwayman, and being accoutred 
for this Turpofe, with a good Hoife, Hanger, aid 
Piftols, he let out for fuch Ence: prizes. 

1 he juft Action he wei t upon, was upon ti e 
Read betwixt Faringdon and Abingdon , in Berk - 
/hire ; where meetag with a Country Farmer, and 
afking him the Time of the Lay, lie told him it 
was about twelve o’Clock. Why then (quoth Hoi- 
love ay,) it may be about high Time to aik one Pa- 
“ vour of you. What’s that? (faid the Fanner) 
“ Why truly, (reply’d Hollovjay) underltanding that 
“ you received ten Pounds at the Jnn from wncnce 
“ you now came, (for I was drinking in the next 
“ Room when it was paid you) Neceffiry obliges me 
“ to borrow it, and if you are not willing tolend it 
“ me by fair Means, 1 lliall take it by foul Means..” 
The Farmer being a Man of fome Courage, prefently 
drew his Hangc$ in hL own Defence, but that being 
no Security againft Piftols, which could kill at a Di- 
ftancc, Holloway ftiot his florfe under him ; fo dif- 
mounting his Antngonift, and riding up to him with 
another Piftil ready cock’d, and preienting it to the 
Farmer’s Breaft, he lent him his Money without ca- 
king a Note of his Hand for it. 

Another Time Holloway meeting with a Gentle- 
man on the Road, who had like to ha\e been robb’d 
but a little before, he told the faid Holloway, that 
there were fome Highwaymen before, wherefore lie 
advis’d him, if he had any Charge about him, to 
turn back. Quoth Holloway, “ I have no great 
“ Charge about me, Sir, however. I’ll take vour 
“ Advice for fear of the worll. So as they were ri - 
“ ding along, faid Will again x Perhaps we may 

fc< meet 
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<c meet with more Rogues of the Gang by the Way, 
“ for this is an ugly robbing Road, therefore I'll 
c< fecure that little I have, which is but three Gui- 
“ neas, by putting it in my Mouth. Now the 
* ( Gentleman thinking him not of that BrofeJJion, quoth 
*£ he , And in cafe we Ihould be fet upon, I have fe* 
“ cur'd my Gold in the Rowls of my Stockings, 
“ which is no fmall Quantity, for I received Rent 
“ this Day of fome of my Tenants.” They had not 
gone above half a Mile farther, before they came into 
a very bye Place, where he bidding the Gentleman 
Stand and Deliver, he was in a great Surprize ; how- 
ever, there was no Remedy for preventing the Lofs 
of his Gold, which was about eighty Guineas ; and 
for fear he ihould have more of the fame Metal in his 
Roots too, he ript them from Top to Bottom ; but 
finding none there, he left the Gentleman curfing and 
fwearing, for difeovering where he had laid up his 
Hoard. 

Willi or a long. Time had been very fuccefsful in 
many Robberies on the Highway, but at length his 
Devil failing him, he was apprehended for one com. 
mitted on Hounjlow -Heath, fent to Newgate , and 
condemned for the fame ; but had the good Fortune 
to receive Mercy. Now having a Reprieve, and 
being impatient till he pleaded to Her Mejcfty's Par- 
don, he broke out of Newgate ; after which having 
the Impudence, when he was drunk, to go to the 
Sellions-Houfe in the Old- Bailey, while the Judges 
were fitting upon a Commiflion of Oyer and Termi- 
ner > fome of the Turnkeys of Newgate offered 
to apprehend him for breaking out of Gaol, which 
caufing a Scuffle betwixt him and them, he mortally 
(hot Richard spurting, a Turnkey, thro' the Body, 
in the Face of the whole Court, of which Wound he 
died within eleven Minutes. For this he was fe- 
cured, with one Mrs. Houfden , who was try’d with 
him for -the faid Murder, and condemned as an 
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Acceflary to it ; and to make their Punifhment m 
exemplary, he and the Woman were not c/ 
hanged at the End of Gilt-Spur-ftrect in figbt.f 
Newgate, in September, 1712, but afterwards/. 
loway was alfo hanged in Chains at' a Place cal 
by his own Name, on one fide Ifington. 

At the Place of Execution, he own'd he ntr 
had any Antipathy againil the Perfon deceas’d, ] 
did not know what he did, as being in Drink. Ts 
we may evidently fee the fatal Confequences { 
Drunkennefs ; which odious Vice is now beccr 
fo fafhionable, that we may, too often, behold 1 s 
contending for Victory over a Pot, and taking 1 
meafure of their Bravery by the Strength of tr 
Brains, or Capacity of their Bellies. Taverns 1 
Alehoufes are the common Academies of Sin, wh 1 
Drunkards make themfelves expert in all thofe l \ 
whereby they gratify Satan, and as it were, in ) 
many open Bravadoes, challenge the Almighty j > 
the Field, and dare him to do the worfl he can. 

Doubtlefs Satan, hath but too much Power < r 
thefe Men vvhen they are moil fober, they need ; 
give him the Advantage of finding them fo 0 1 
drunk ; except in a Bravado they defire to fhow 1, 
World how boldly they dare defy Heaven, and 1 • 
much they fcorn to owe their Ruin to any but th . 
felves. Nay, it feems very evident, that even t • 
Bachanalians make this fottifh Paflime t t 
beloved Recreation, and only account him fit * 
their Company, that can takcoffhis Cupshandfom , 
and is verfed in all the Methods and Maxims of 1 
hell ifh Art. Indeed, they have made it a kin< f 
Science, and have given it fo many Rules and I 1 
of late, that he that will now be expert in it, 1 
need to ferve out an Apprenticefhip, to learn 1 
the Circumltances and Terms tho’ he ever fo pa t 
in the Subltance before 
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Byrates , Highwaymen, Murderers , &Cc. 


The LIFE of A V E R Y. 



^p^HIS ' Malefactor, Avery by Name, was 
born in Oxfordjhire , and by his Parents was- 
L put out an Apprentice to a Bricklayer, in 
t don, where, after he was out of his Time, 
Vi ch he ftrved very faithfully and honeflly, he 
ff’ried; and then following his Trade for himfelf, 
* h eemed to be fo indultrious at his Bufinefs, that 
;i h Neighbours had no Sufpicion in the leaft of his 
"rtbingonthe Highway; which unlawful Practice 
h lad followed for fame Years, to the great Comfort 
o imfelf and all his Family ; who faw him work 
Hiardtill at laft it killed him, much againft his 

ML 

G| )ne Time Avery going out to look for a Prize 
5 #! the Road, he got one by the bye, and to make 
ft! - of what he had (for youimuft know it is a Maxim 
jroliticks, that it is a harder Matter to keep a 
gdom then to conquer one) he rid all bye Roads 
tlhe came into a Field where feveral Country FeL 
j< s were Handing at a Gate. Now was l.e in a 
K indary what to do. 'j dinks he Should I ride 
h k again in any Precipitation, it will give them 
■ e Miflruf, therefore I w :// put on a good Face , 

- ' ride up to the Aha. Put the Gate being lock’d 
‘4 could not get uut Ho. „ one of the Men who 
H the key a », A ’ting ; young Colt which he 
11 in the i rid, he tel. vt>y that if he would 
cell tl» ■ open the Gate for him 

||v»y ii tie field Ate r the Colt, 

El., v., ce etfoie he could catch him; 

* ■ > - ■ * ■« « up >o the Ov.ner, he let him 


U 
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■Now being in the Road together, quoth he to the 
fan that own’d the Colt, What muft I have for 
e chi ng the Celt for you ? Have P (reply ’d the Coun- 
iman) O dear! Sir, 'An at can you exp all for fuch 
- IMattei ? Why, I third: that was a Kindncfs to 
i you through the Gate , cr elfe you n:uf have rid 
threat Way about . Avery (wore moll horribly he 
j>uld be paid lor his Trouble. The Countryman 
dug him in a gloat Pa ikon, lie promifed him a 
»>t or tw o of Ale, if he would accept it. But this 
Duld not filth fy Avery ; for pulling out his Piilols 
. fwore he would not tJ:e all that Pains for nothing 
•out hi > damn’d Colt, therefore, ir they did not nil 
Oliver pi efently, he would {hoot them every Man. 
he poor Country Fellows being in a greatConfter- 
ition, and almoft flighted out of their Wits, at the 
^ht of his murdeiing implements, they ail pull’d 
it their leather Purfes, and gave him what they 
d ; after which he rode away in great Triumph 
r robbing half a dozen Men by himfelf. and 
ithout Doubt he had made his Brags thereof to 
me of his intimate Cronies ; for when he was 
uing to be hang’d, one of them meeting him in the 
rt, as he was riding up Halborn , thus call’d out 
) him : So ho ! Friend Avery, what, are you going 
catch another Colt ? But Mr. Avery had then io 


much Bufinefs- on his Hands, that he could not make 
him any Anfwer. 

Another Time Mr. Avery roving up and down 
the Road, to feek whom he might devour, he met 
with a good honell Tradefman betwixt Kingfion 
upon Thames and Guilford in Surry, with whom 
holding fome Chat, as they rode together, Avery 
asked him what Trade he might follew when at 
home. Said he. I'm a Fijhmcngcr, pray what Oc- 
cupation may you be of? Avery reply ’d. Why lam 
a Limb of St. Peter too. What (quoth the Filh- 
monger) are you a Fijherman ? Ay, ( laid Avery) 
Bmfomething towards it for every Finger l have 
is a Fi/hook. Quoth the Fishmonger, Indeed, I 
don t apprehend your Meaning, Sir, Then An. y 
puiling out his Pi Ho is. Now, fays he. my Mean; d 
may foon be apprehended', for there's not a Fir<* .• 
on either of my Hands, but what veil/ catch Gold or 
Silver without any Bait at all. So taking twenty 
Pounds from him, and cutting the Girts and Bridie 
of his Horfe, he rode as fait as he could for Lon- 
don. 

Money growing fhort again with Mr. Avery , he 
was forced to feek his Fortune as ufual, on the Road ; 
and meeting with an Excileman on Fine My -Common, 
whom he knew very well, though he was not known 
by him, by reafon he was \cry much difguifed, 
with a Mafic on his Face, Avery followed him ; t 
fome Difiance, and a fair Opportunity favouring his 
Ddign, he rode up to the Excifeman, demanding his 
Money at once. The affiulted Perfon being fume- 
what fallen and obflinate, he would not deliver any 
Thing t : ll Avery threatened to kill him if he made 
any farther RefufaJ. The Excifeman being daunted 
at his Words, and almofl frighted out of his Wits, 
to hear wiiat dreadful Vollies of Oaths came out of 
his Mouth, he Hopp’d it as fall as he could with a 
dozen Pounds fayirg. Here take what I have ; for 
if there is a Devil, certainly thou art one . It may 
he fo, (reply’d Avery) but yet as much a Devil as 
I am, I fee an Excifnian is not fuch a good Bait, 
as People fay, to catch him . No, he is not , quoth 
the Excifeman, the Hangman is the only Bait to 
catch fuch Devils as you . But Avery giving the 
Looier leave to fpeak, he rode away for fear of be 
ing caught indeed. 

And it was not long after that he was apprehended, 
and fent to Newgate with one Waterman , that was 
condemned like wile for affifting him in thefe Exploits 
on the Highway ; but he was reprieved. Avery be- 
ing to die without his Comrade, he made what 
Friends he could to lave his Life alfo, which he 
had often forfeited for his Villanv, beildes fending 
feveral Petitions to the Queen, and Mr, RecthJej, 
in Hopes of obtaining Mercy for his manifold 
Crimes ; but all being rejected he was executed at 
Tylui n, on Saturday the 3 1 H of f my t cry. 1 - * 2- 1 ; . 
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The LIFE of DICK ADAMS. 


T HIS unhappy Perfon, Richard Adams , was 
bom of very good and reputable Parents in 
Gloucefter/hire, who bellow’d Tome fmall mat- 
ter of Education upon him, as Reading, Writing, 
and Calling of Accompts. Coming up to London , he 
got into the Service of a great Dutchefs at St. James's, 
in which he coutinued about two Years, when for 
fome Mifdemeanor quitting his Place, he contriv’d 
to live by his Wits. 

Having a general Key which opened the Lodgings 
m St. James's Palace, he went one Day to a certain 
Mercer’s on Ludgate-Hill , and defired him to fend 
with all Speed, a Parcel of the richeft Brocades and 
Sattins, and other Silks he had in his Shop, for his 
Dutchefs to make Choice of fome on an extraordinary 
Occafion. The Mercer knowing him to have come 
often upon fuch a like Errand before, he prefently 
fent away feveral Pieces by his Man and a Porter, 
and being come to St. James's , Dick Adams brought 
them up to a Door of fome of the Royal Lodgings 
where he ordered them to wait, while he, feeming- 
ly, went to acquaint his Dutchefs of their being with- 
out. In fome ftiort Time after, coming out again, 
quoth he, Let's fee the Pieces prefently , for my 
Dutchefs is juft novo at lei fur e to look on them . So 
the Mercer’s Man giving him the whole Bundle he 
convey’d it away backwards, and went clear off thro’ 
St James's Park. The Mercer’s Man and the Por- 
ter having waited two or three Hours, and receiv’d 
no Anfwer about their Goods, they began to make a 
ftrift Enquiry after them; and finding they were 
trick’d, were forced to go home much lighter then 
they went out. 

About a Month after, Dick Adams having been 
drinking fomewhat hard in the City, and forgetting 
the Prank he had play’d the Mercer, he came by 
his H oufe one Afternoon, and he being accidentally 
landing at the Door, and efpying his Chapman, he 
prefently feiz’d him, faying Oh! Sir , have 1 caught 
you ? you are a fine Spark, indeed, to cheat me out 
sf two hundred Pounds worth of Goods ; but before 
I part with you , I believe 1 /hall make you pay 
dearly for them . Mr. Adams was much furpriz’d 
at his being fo fuddenly apprehended, and without 
doubt, curs’d his Fate to himfelf, for being fo for- 
getful as to come into the very Mouth of his Adver- 
sary ; but feeing the late Bifhop of London at fome 
Dillance riding along in his Coach, and having a 
good Prefence of Mind at the fame Time, quoth he 
to the Mercer, 1 muft acknowledge 1 have commit - 
ted a Crime , to which 1 was forced by mere NecejJity, 
hut 1 fee my Uncle , the Biftoop of London, is coming 
this Way in his Coach ; therefore hoping you'll be 
fo civil as not to rai ft any Hubbub of the Mob about 
me, whereby 1 /hall be expos'd and utterly undone, 
PH go fpeak to His LorJjhip about the Matter, if 
you pleafe to fiep with me, and Pll engage he /hall 
make you Satisfattien for the Damage I've done 
j*u. 


The Mercer liking his Propofal, as thinking ii r | 
better than fending him to Gaol, he Hepped a] g 
with Mr. Adams, who boldly calling out to e 
Coachman to Hop, he approached the Side of e 
Coach, and. defired the Favour of fpcaking a x 
Words with the Bifhop. His Lordfiiip feeing q , 
have the Mien and Habit of a Gentleman, he j 
pleas’d to hear what he had to fay ; fo leaning i r ! 
his Coach Door, quoth Adams, “ Begging your L . 

“ (hip’s Pardon for my Preemption, 1 make bol o 
44 acquaint your Honour, that the Gentleman ft . 

44 ing behind me is an eminent Mercer, kee g 
44 Houfe juft by here, and is a very upright g y 
44 Man ; but being a great Reader in Books of 1 ,. 

44 nity, efpecially polemical Pieces, he hath I \ 
“ therein with fome intricate Cafes, which very n \ 

44 tronble hint, and his Confcience cannot be at lL 
“ till his Doubts and Scruples are cleared about tl J 
44 therefore I humbly requefted your Lordfiiip w d 
44 vouchfafe him the Honour of giving him ie 
44 Eafe before he runs farther to Defpair.” 

The Bifhop being ready to ferve any Perfon in 1 
ligious Matters, ordered Adams to bring his Fi & 
to him the next Day. But fiid Adams again, t ' 
44 will be more fatisfaftory to him, if yonr Lore H 
44 would be pleas’d to fpeak yourfclf to the Gei 1 
44 man to wait upon you.” Whereupon his L - « 
fhip beckoning to the Mercer, who Hood fome M 
ftance off, whilft they difeours’d together, whe t 
came up to the Side of the Coach, quoth the Bill 'M 
44 The Gentleman has informed me of all the M; r 1 
44 about you, and if you pleafe to give yourfell e 
44 Trouble of coming to my Houfe at Fulham, I 1 
44 fatisfy you then in every Point.” The Me r 
making twenty Bows and Cringes, was very 1 1 
pleas’d with his Security ; and taking Adams to f 
Tavern, gave him a very good Treat. 

Next Morning Adams came again to the Mer», 1 
who was drawing out his Bill to give to the Bid ,, I 
and pretending that his coming in hafte to go al ; 
with him to his Unde, had made him forget to t 
Money in his Breeches, he dclired the Merce ffl 
lend him a Guinea, and put it down in his B; 
which he did very willingly; and then takiug W» 
away they went to Fulham ; where acquainting c 
Bifhop’s Gentleman, that according to his Lordfln 
Order over Night, they were come to wait upon ] i 
at the Time appointed, the Gentleman introdii 
them into the Hail, and having regal’d them tie 
with a Bottle or two of Wine and a Neat’s Tone , 
the Mercer was admitted into his Lordfhip’s Prefei , 
and in the mean Time Mr. Adams made the beft oi s 
Way by Water again. The Mercer being bei; 
the Bifhop, quoth his Lordfiiip, I underftand tt 
you are, or at leaftwife have been, muchtroubl, 
how do you find yourfelf now, Sir > The Mercer * 
ply' d, My Trouble is much abated fince your Lo* 
llnp was pleas’d to order me to wait on you. So } 
ling out a Pocket-Book, he gave His Lordfiiip the;* 
lowing Bill. F 
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fO R a Piece of green flowered ? /. 

Brocade , containing 2 2 Yards , / 33 
,/ I/, gs. fer Yard. 5 

t a Piece of white ftrip' d Damajh, 2 
containing 20 Yards , <2/ 142. > iS 
Yard. 3 

r <2 P/Vce of Cloth of gold Tiffue, ) 
containing 18 Yards , at 4/. 151. > S5 
per Yard. 3 

1 - a Piece of black watered Tabby , 5 
containing 29 Yards , at 4s. Sd. \ O 6 
Yard. ^ 

T <2 P/Vre of blue Sattin , contain- 7 
21 Yards, at 16s. per Yard . 3 
i' <2 P/Vre of crimfon Velvet , rc;z- 0 
aining 17 Yards, at 1 /. iS/. />**r >32 

w. 5 

/ <2 Piece of yellow Silk , contain - 7 1Q 
z 5 Yards y at 8/. /£r Jar*/. 3 
|Vv 17/^. Lent your Lordjbip's ^ 


r; - / 

Nephew. 
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Sum total, 203 19 10 

fis Lordfhip Haring upon this large Bill, quoth 
‘ What is the Meaning of all this? The Gen- 
man laft Night might very well fay your Con- 
ence could not be at reft ; and f wonder how it 
)u!d when you bring a Bill 10 me which I know 
thing off. Said the Mercer then bowing and 
aping, Your Lordfhip laft Night was pleas’d to 
* that you would fatisfy me to Day. Yes, reply’d 
Lordfhip, and fo I would as to what the Gen- 
man told me; who faid, that you being much 
ubled about fome Points of Religion, you de- 
l'd to be refolved therein ; and in order thereto, 

J ppointed you to come to me to Day. Truly, 
{id the Mercer again) Your Lordfhip’s Nephew 
td me otherwife, for he faid you would pay me 
ts Bill off, which Goods, upon my Word, he 
11 of me, and in a very clandeftine Manner, if I 
is to tell Your Lordihip all ; but only in Ref- 
to your Honour, I would not difgrace your 
i'phew. Quoth f lis Lordfhip, My Nephew ! 
fis noise of my Nephew ; I never, to my Know- 
fge, faw the Gentleman in my Life before.’ Thus 
hi they came to unriddle the Matter on both Sides, 
ic could not forbear Laughing, the Bilhop at his 
iCiew, and the Mercer for lending a Man that 
iconce cheated him, a Guinea to cheat him a- 

Ji . , 

jter this Dick Adams got into the Life-Guards, 
at is Extravagancy not permitting him to live on 
is ay, he went on the Highway. One Day he 
adome of his Accomplices meeting with a Gentle- 


man on the Road, they took from him a gold Watch, 
and a Purfe, in which was one Hundred and eight 
Guineas. But Adams not contented with this Booty, 
and feeing the Gentleman whom they robbed had a 
very fine Coat on, he rode a little Way back again, 
and faying to him. Sir, you have a very good Coat on , 
1 muf make bold to change with you, he llripped him 
of it, and put on his. As the Gentleman was riding 
along after he was robbed, and hearing fomewhat 
jingle in the Pocket of the Coat which Adams had put 
cn him, be felt therein, and, to his great Joy, found 
his Watch and Guineas again, which Adams in a 
Hurry and Confufion had forgot tar put into the other 
Coat Pocket when he changed Coats with the Gen- 
feman. But he and his Comrades coming to an fnn 
to fnack their Booty, when they found what a Mi- 
flake had been made, there was fwearing and flaring, 
curling and raving, damning and finking, with one 
another, as if they would have fworn the Houfedown* 
but above all, they were ready to knock Adams on 
the Head for his ForgetfuJnefs. flow ever, fince it 
could Hot then be help’d, and Adams promifing to be 
more careful in his Bufmefs for the Future, his Neg- 
ligence was pardon'd for that Time. 

Dick Adams going out the fame Day again with 
his Comrades, they flopp’d the Canterbury Stage- 
Coach on the Road betwixt Rochefter and Sitting-born p 
in which were feveral Gentlewomen ; and for th« 
Miflake they made laft, they were very fevere and 
boiflerous upon thefe Paffengers, one of which fay- 
ing to Dick, as he was fearching her Pockets, Have 
you no Pity nor Companion on our Sex? Certainly ye 
have neither Cbriftianity, Confciencc , nor Religion in 
you. Right, Madam , (reply’d Dick ) we have not 
much Chrifianity nor Confidence in us, but for my Part 
you fis all prefently find a little Religion in me. So 
falling next on fome fine Jewels hanging to her gold 
Watch, and a fine Pair of Bobs in her Ears, quoth 
Dick, Indeed, Madam , fappofing you to be an ^Egyp- 
tian, 1 mufi beg the Favour of you, as being a Jew, 
to borrow your Jewels aud Ear-Rings, according as 
tny Forefathers were commanded by Mofes. Thus 
having rifled all the Gentlewomen, to above the Va- 
lue of two hundred Pounds in Money and Goods, 
they left them to proceed on their Journey, with very 
forrowful Hearts for their fad Mifchance. 

But at laft Dick robbing a Man by himfelf, between 
Ixmdon and Brainford, the Perfon robbed met with a 
Neighbour on the Road, who clofely purfued thin 
Highwayman. He made a running Fight of it, in 
fhooting Tarter- like behind him ; but they at laft; 
apprehended him, and carrying him before a Magi- 
ftrate, he was committed to Newgate. Tho’ he 
was very wicked before his Affliaion fell upon him, 
yet whilft he lay under Condemnation, he was very 
devout. He was executed at Tyburn , in March, 1713. 
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The Hiflory of the Waltham Blacks and their Trai 
actions, to the Death of Richard Parvin, Edwa: 
Elliot, Robert Kingihel, Henry Marfhal, Jol 
and Edward Pink, and James Anfell, alias Phillij 
at Tyburn, whofe Lives are alfo included . 


S UCH is the unaccountable Folly which Reigns 
in too great a Part of the human Species, that 
by their own ill Deeds, they make fuch Laws 
neceflary for the Security of Mens Perfons and Pro- 
perties, as would otherwife appear cruel and inhu- 
man ,* and doubtlefs, thofe Laws which we eflecm 
barbarous in other Notions, and even fome which 
appear fo, tho’ anciently pradiced in our own, had 
their rife from the fame Caufe. I am led to this 
Obfervation, from the Folly which certain Perfons 
were guilty of, in making fmall Infurredions for 
the Sake only of getting a few Deer ; and going 
on, becaufe they found the Lenity of the Laws could 
not punilh them at prefent, until they grew to that 
Height as to ride in arm Troops, Blacked and Dif- 
guifed, in order the more to terrify thofe whom 
they alia ul ted ; and where ever they were denied 
what they thought proper to demand, whether Ve- 
nifon, Wine, Money, or other NecefTaries for their 
debauched I'eails, they would by Letters threaten 
to plunder and deitroy with Fire and Sword, whom- 
foever they thought proper. Thefe Villanies being 
carried on with a high Hand for fome Time, in the 
Year 1722 and 1723, their infolence grew at lad 
fo intollerable, as to oblige the Legiflature to make 
a new Law a gain ft all who thus went Armed and 
Difguifed, and affociated themfelves together by the 
Name of Blacks , or entered into any other Confe- 
deracies to fupporc and affifl one another in doing 
Injuries and Violences to the Perfons and Proper- 
ties of the King’s Subjects. 

By this Law it was en. idled, That after the firjl 
Day of Jure, 1723, whatever Perfons armed with 
off nfivc Weapons, and having their Faces Black'd, 
or went otherwife Difguifed , ffiouhl appear to any 
Forejl Pa?k, or Grounds enclos'd with a?/y Wall or 
Fence, wherein Deer were kept , or any Warren where 
Hares or Conies are kept , or in any Highway , Heath , 
or Down, or unlawfully Hunt, Kill , or Steal, any 
Red or Fallow Deer , or rob any Warren , or jleal 
Fifh cut of any Pond, or maltcioufy break down the 
Head oj any Fifh-pond, or kill or wound Cattle , or 
U* Fire to any Houfe or Out-Houfc, Stack, Sec. or cut 
dc or any other ways deftroy Trees planted for 
Sir Per or Profit, or foil LI viahcioujly foe* at any 
Per fen, or fend a Letter , demanding Honey or other 
valuable Things , or Jbotild refute any Per/f s in Cuf 
tody cf an Officer, for any fuch Offences. 0/ h Gift 


or Promife, procure any one to join with, them, j 
be deemed Guilty of Felony without Ber.cft ofC 
and fuffer Pains of Death as Felons fo ccrv'tl 
Nor was even this Thought fufneient to re 
thofe Evil, which the idle Follies of fome raf 
fons had brought about, but a Retrofped war 
by the fame Adis, had to Offences heretofore 
initced, and all Pttfons who had comniirtec 
Crimes punifliablo by this Adi, after the Secc 
February 1 722, were commanded to render 
felves before the 24th of Ji.h, 1723, to foil 
of his M< jelly’s Court of King's Bench, 
fome Jullicc of the Peace for the County 
they lived, and there make a full and e.xafl 
feffion of the Crimes of fuch a Nature whicl 
had committed, the Times when, the Places 1 
and Perfons with whom ; together with an A 
of fuch Perfon’s Places of abode, as had with 
been Guilty as aforefaid, in order to their 
thereupon apprehended and brought to Jud 
according to Law, on Pain of being deemed J 
without Benefit of the Clergy, and fuffering a< 
ingly. But they were entitled to a free Pardt 
Forgivenefs, in Cafe that before the 24th 0 
they furrendred and made fuch Bifcovery. J 
of Peace by the laid Ad, were required on ai 
formation being made before them, by one 01 
credible Perfons, againil any Pcri’on chargee 
any of the Cftcnces aforef id, to tranfrr.it it 
their Hands and Seals, to one of his M jelly’s 
ciple Secretary’s of Sr t", who by the f me Adv 
quired to lay fuch Information and Return 
His Majefty in Council ; wh reupon, nn Crdc 
to ifTue for the Pcrfon fo charged, to fur 
within forty Days, and in cafe r.e refined L 
gleded to furrender within that Time, then rrc 
Day in which the fony Dr.) j were elaps’d, 
to be deemed as a Felon com id, and Fxt j 
might be awarded as attainted cfFelcny by aL 
did. F very Pcrfon alfo who after the Tin 
pointed for the Surrender of the Pcrfon, fiiou 
ceal, aid, or fuccour him, knowing the Circam 
in which he then flood, fhould \ uiTd De: 
Felon, without Benefit of the Clergy. Ar*L 
People might the more readily hazard the.i )" 
for tiie .apprehending fuch Offenders, r. v . j 
wife cnaded, that if any Pcrfon fiimild be wo; 
fo r. r ro lolc an Tv r the tie ofar. u: 
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eavouring to take Perfon 5 charged with the Com' 
i^Hon of Crimes within this Law, then on a Cer- 
ate from the Juft ices of the Peace, of his being 
evounded, the Sheriff of the County was command- 
within thirty Days after the fight of fuch Cer- 
ate, to pay the faid wounded Perfon 50 1 . under 
)i\ of forfeiting 100 1 . on failure thereof; and in 
a any Perfon thould be killed in feizing fuch Per- 
as aforefaid, then the faid 50 1 . was to be paid 
he Executors of the Perfon fo killed, 
cannot feem ftrange, that in Confequence of fo 
lordinary an Ad of the Legifhture, many of 
: Prefumptuous and filly People fhould be appre- 

3 ed ; and a confiderable Number of them, ha- 
upon their Apprehenfion been committed to 
I htfier Goal , feven of them were, by Habeas 
9 ts, removed to the greater Solemnity of their 
| to Newgate, and for their Offences brought 
id arraign'd at the King's Bench- Ban, JKe/lmin - 
and were convided on full Evidence, all of 
of Felony, and three of Murder. We fhall 
1 you, one by one, of what has come to our 
/ledge in Relation to their Crimes, and the 
cr and Circumftances with which they were 
atted. 

i (\hard Parkin was Mafter of a Publick-houfe at 
•south, a Man of a dull and flegmatick Difpofiti- 
ho continually denied his having been in any 
-r concerned with thefe People, though the 
ice againft him at his Trial, was as full and as 
as pollibly could have been expeded, and he 
f evidently proved to have been upon the Spot, 
he» Violences committed by the other Prifoners 
•anfaded. In Anfwer to this, he laid, That 
s not with them , tho' indeed he was upon the 
for which he gave this Reafon : He had, he 
very handfome young Wench who lived with 
nd for that Reafon being admired by many 
Cuftomers, fhe took it in her Head one Day 
away ; he hearing that fhe had fled crofs the 
purlued her, and in that Purfuit, calling at 
ule of Mr. Parford , who keeps an Alehoufe 
Foreft, this Landlord, it feems, who was an 
:e againft the other Blacks , took him into 
mber, tho’ as he faid, he could fully have 
himfelf, if he had had any Money to have 
' Witneffes out of Berkjhire ; but the Mayor 
| [mouth , feizing as foon as he was apprehend- 
all his Goods, put his Family into great 
and whether he could have found them or 
dred his being able to produce any Witneffes 
Vial. He perfevered in thefe Profeflions of 
acency to the very laft. Hill hoping for a 
and not only feeding himfelf with fuch 
Tors while in Prifon, but alfo gaz’d earneft- 
1 at the Tree, in hopes that a Pardon would 
jiit him, till the Cart drew away, and ex- 
ited Life and the Defire of Life together. 

\rd Elliot , a Boy of about Seventeen Years 
& who Father was a Taylor, at a Village be- 
n ’ etfworth and Guilford , was the next who 
Vo Sentence of Death with Parvin. The Ac- 
t }‘ gave of his coming into this Society, has 
ti g in it very odd, and which gives a ful- 
of the ftrange Whims which polfdfed thefe 
The Boy faid, that about a Year before 
P; apprehended, thirty or forty Men met 
in :e County of Surrey, and hurried him away ; 
ppeared to be the Chief of them, telling 
he enlifted him for the Service.of the -King 
lacks ; in Purfuance of which he was to dif- 
race, obey Orders of wharfoever kind they 
h as breaking down Filh Ponds, burning 
hooting Deer, taking alio an Oath to be 
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true to them, or they by their Art Magick would 
him into a Beaft, and as fuch make him carry their 
Burthens, and Jive like a Horfe upon Grafs and Wa- 
ter. And he faid alfo, that in the Space of Time 
he continued with them, he faw feveral of their 
Experiments of their Witchcraft ; for that once when 
two Men had offended them, by refufing to com- 
ply in taking their Oath, and obeying their Orders, 
they caufed them immediately to be blindfolded, 
and flopping them in Holes of the Earth up to their 
Chin, ran at them as if they had been Dogs, bellow- 
ing and barking as it were in their Ears ; and when 
they had plagued them a while in this ridiculous Man- 
ner, took them out, and bid them remember how 
they offended any of the Black Nation again, for if 
they did, they fhould not efcape fo well as they had 
at prefen t. He had feen them alfo, he faid, oblige 
Carters to drive a good Way out of the Road, and 
carry whatsoever Venifon or other 'Thing they had 
plundered, to the Places where they would have 
them : Moreover, that the Men were generally fo 
frighted with their Ufage, and lo terrified with the 
Oaths they were obliged to fvvear, that they feldoni 
complained, cr even fpoke of their Bondage. 

As to the Faft for which they died, Elliot gave 
this Account : That in the Morning when that Faft, 
for which he died, was committed, Marjhal, King- 
Jhel, and four others came to him and per.'u.ided 
him to go to Farnbam-Holt, and that he need not 
fear diiobliging any Gentlemen in the Country, 
fome of whom were very kind to this Elliot : They 
perfuaded him that certain Perfons of Fortune weie 
concerned with them, and would bear him harm- 
lefs if he would go. He owned that at laft he con- 
fented to go with them, but trembled all the Way ; 
infomuch, that he could hardly reach the Holt , 
while they were engaged in the Bulinefs for which 
they came, viz. killing the Deer. The Keepers, he 
faid, came upon him, for he was wandered a con- 
flderable Way from his Companions after a Fawn, 
which lie intended to lend as a Prefent to a young 
Woman at Guildford ; him therefore they quickly 
feized and bound, and leaving him in that Condi- 
tion, went in fearch of the reft of his Aflociates. 
It was not long before they came up with them ; 
the Keepers were Six, the Blacks were Seven in 
in Number; they fell warmly to it witli Quarter- 
Staffs ; the Keepers unwilling to have Lives taken 
away, advifed them to retiie ; but upon their refu- 
fing, and Marjhal' $ firing a Gun, by which one cf 
the Keepers belonging to the Lady How was ft.iin, 
they difeharged a Biunderbufs and fhuttered the 
Thigh of one Barber amongft the Blacks, upon 
which three of his Affociates ran away, and the 
two others, Marjhal and Kingjhel , were likewife 
taken, and fo the Fray for the prefent ended. El- 
liot lay bound all the while within hearing, and in 
the greateft Agonies imaginable, at the Lcnfidera- 
tion that whatever Blood was fpilt, lie fhould be as 
much anfwerable for it as thofe who fhed it ; in which 
he was not miftaken ; for the Keepers returning af- 
ter the Fight was over, carried him away bound, 
and he never had his Fetters off after, till the 
Morning of his Execution. He behaved himfelf 
very foberly, quietly, and with much feeming Peni- 
tence and Contrition ; he owned the Jultice of tne 
Law in punifhing him, and faid. He more efpecially 
deferved to fuffer, fince at the Time of the com- 
mitting this Fad, he was Servant to a Widow Lady, 
where he wanted nothing to make him happy or 
eafy. 

Robert Kingjhel was 26 Years old, lived in the 
fame Houfe with his Parents, being Apprentice to 
his Brother a Shoemaker. His Parents were very 
3 Z “ watchful 
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watchful over his Behaviour, fought by every Me- 
thod to prevent his taking ill Courfes, or being 
guilty of any Debauchery whatever. The Night 
before this unhappy Accident fell out, as he and the 
reft of the Family were fleeping in their Beds, Bar- 
ter made a Signal at his Chamber Window, it be- 
kig then about Eleven a Clock : Kingjbel upon this, 
arofe and got foftly out of the Window ; Barber 
took him upon his Horfe, and away they went to 
the Holt, twelve Miles diftant, calling in their Way 
upon Henry Marjhal, Elliot , and the reft of their 
Accomplices. He faid it was Eight a Clock in the 
Morning before the Keepers attacked them ; he 
owned they bid them retire, and that he hiraielt 
told them they would, provided the bound Man 
tflliot) was releafed, and deliver’d into their Hands 5 
but that Propofition being refus’d, the Fight pre- 
fcntly grew warm. Barber * s Thigh was broke, 
and Marjhal killed the Keeper with a Shot. Be- 
ing thereupon very hard prefled, three of their Com- 
panions ran away, leaving him and Marjhal to fight 
out, Elliot being already taken, and Barber difabled. 
It was not long before they were in the fame un- 
happy Condition with their Companions. From 
the Time of their being apprehended, Kingjbel laid 
afide all Hopes of Life, and applyed himlelf 
with great Fervency and Devotion, to enable him 
in what alone remained for him to do, *>/*. dying 
Decently. 
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fvrorn, and mentioned fome other Circutrtftencei u 
had been produced at the Trial, which attended \ Ji 
committing it. They faid that they met Pari \ 
Houfe -keeper upon the Road, that they forced tr 
to cut the Throat of a Deer which they had julia 
ken upon Bear Foreft, gave her a Dagger, w 
they forced her to wear, and to ride crofs le jjd 
with Piftols before her. In this Drefs they broi 
her to Parford* s Houfe upon the For ell, v ire 
they dined upon a Haunch of Venifon, feafted ;c- 
rily, and after Dinner fent out two of their t 
panions to kill more Deer ; not in the King's I 
but in Waltbam-Cbace , belonging to the Bifhc a* 
Winchefer : One of thefe two Perfons they « 
their King, and the other they called Lyon: t: 
ther of thefe two Brothers objefted any 1 hing, 1 * 
to the Truth of the Evidence given againlt, ( h 
Juftice of that Sentence palled upon them ; onl .,1 
infinuated that the Evidence given aguinft, 0 :u 
ftrong againft him and Anfel , it it had not bc< ft 
running away v/ith the Witnefs’s Wife, whi i .q< 
provok’d him that they were fure they ihoul » 
efcape when he was admitted a Wheels. ' » 
like the reft, were hard to be perfuaded th; c 
Things they had committed were any Crimes i 
Eyes of God, and faid. Deer were wild Bea u 
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Henry Marfbal , about 36 Years of Age, the un- 
fortunate Pcrfon by whofe Hand the Murthcr was 
committed, feem'd to be the lead fenfible of the E- 
vils he had done ©f any, fuch was the Pleafure of 
Almighty God, that till the Day before his Exe- 
cution, he neither had his Senfes, nor the ufe of his 
Speech; When he recovered it, and a Clergyman 
reprefented to him the horrid Crime of which he 
had been Guilty, he was fo far from Ihewing any 
deep Senfe of the Crime of fhedding innocent Blood, 
that he made light of it, and faid. Sure be might 
fiand upon his <rwn Defence, and was not bound to 
run away and leave bis Companions in Danger . 
This was the Language he talked for the Space 
©f twenty four Hours before his Death, when he 
enjoyed the Ufe of Speech ; and fo far was he from 
thanking thofe who charitably offered him their Ad- 
monitions, that he faid, he had not forgot himfclf, 
but had already taken Care of what he thought 
aeceffary for his Soul; however, he did not at 
tempt in the leaft to prevaricate, but fairly acknow- 
ledged that he committed the Fad for which he 
Sled, tho’ nothing could oblige him to fpeak of it in 
a manner as if he was forry for, or repented of 
it, farther than for having occafioned his own Mis- 
fortunes. So ftrong is the Prejudice which vulgar 
Minds may acquire, by often repeating to them- 
felves certain Pofitions, however ridiculous or falfe, 
that a Man had a right to imbrue his Hands in the 
Blood of another, who was in the Execution of his 
Gfice, and endeavouring him in the Commiffioa of 
an illegal Aft. 


Thefe of whom we have laft fpoken, were altoge- 
ther concerned in the aforemention’d Faft, which 
was attended with Murder. But we are now to fpeak 
cF the reft, who were concerned in the Felony only, 
for which they with the abovemention ’d Parkin Of- 
fered. Of thefe there were two Brothers, whofe 
Karnes were John and Edward Pink, Carters in Portf 
mouth, and always accounted honeft and induflrious 
Fellows, before this Accident happened. They did 
not, however, deny their being Guilty, but on the 
contrary, ingemoufly con fetfed |h* Truth ©l what was 


they did not fee why the Poor had net as 
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Right to them as the Rich : However, as th [ 
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condemned them to fuffer, they were bound 
mit ; and in Confequencc of that Notion, tl 
haved themfelves very orderly, decently, and 
ly, while under Sentence. 
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James Anfel, alias Stephen Philips, the ! 
and laft of thefe unhappy Perfoi ., was a M 
difted to a worfe and more profligate Life tl 
of the reft had ever been ; for he had held no 
Employment, but had been a Icole diforderly 
concerned in all Sorts of Wickedncfs for many 
both at Portf mouth , Guilford, and other ( 
Towns, as well as at London. Deer were 1 
only Thiugs that he had dealt in ; ftealing, j 
op the Highway, had been formerly his f 
ment ; and in becoming a Blade, he did noty 
others, afeend in Wickednefs, but came d< 
the contrary a Step lower: Yet this Crimi 
his Offences were greater, fo his Senfe of tl 
much ilronger than in any of the reft, exceptir 
Jhel, for he gave over all manner of Hopes c 
and all Concerns about it as foon as he was 
yet even he had no Notion of making Difc 
unlels they might be beneficial to himtelf ; i 
he owned the Knowledge of twenty Perfe 
were notorious Offenders in the fame Kind i 
folutely refufed to name them, fince fuch 
would not procure himfelf a Pardon. Ta! , 
him of the Duty of doing juftice, wasbeai’ 
Air : He faid he thought there was no Jufti- m 
king away other Peoples Lives, uiv’els it jj 
fave his own; yet no fooner was he taxe«I 
hL going on the Highway than he conftflec , 
faid, he knew very well Bills would have tiB 
ferred againft him at Guilford Affizes, in i* 
had got off at the King's- Be nth, but that * 
not gready value them; for tho’ formerly : 
been Guilty of fome Fafts in that Way, j j 
could nocall now be proved; and he ffcoi " 
found it no difficult matter to have demon: 
of thofe then charged upon him, of which 
really Guilty, but 0 wad his being thought 
profligate Courfe cf Life he had lor fome T cl * 
and his Averfion to all hor.eft Employ me • 
hold as the whole Gang of thefe Fellows a «# 
ytt what with Sisknefs, what with the App^ 
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Death they were fo terrified, that not one of 

' r kut A/c/ was able to (land up, or fpeak, at the 
fc^of Execution ; many who favv’em there affirm- 
*' ,hat fome of them were dead even before they 
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K » "» m«UncfcoHy Hittory of 

E t“,n unhappy Mm. »? “? d P “‘ ( °l ! 
titer written at that Time by a Gentleman of Ef- 
t0 his Friend in London, containing a more par- 

[ular Account of the Humour of thele People than 
have feen any where elfe. 


A Letter to Mr. C. D* tit 
London. 

Dear, Sir, 

Y O U cannot but have heard of the Waltham 
Blacks, as they are called, a fet of wh.mfical 
merry Fellows, that are fo mad to run the greateft 
Hazards for the Sake of a haunch of Vemfon, and 
palling a jolly Evening together For my Part, 1 
took the Stories of them for Fables, till Experience 
taught me the contrary, by the Adventure I am go- 

ine to relate to you. , - 

‘ To begin then, my Horfe got fome Way a Stone 
in his Foot; fo that finding it impoflibie to get him 
along, I was glad to take up at a little blind Ale- 
Houle, which I perceived had a Yard and Stable 
behind it. The Man of the Houfe received me 
very civily, but when I afk’d him whether I could 
lodge there that Night, he told me No, he had no 
room. I defired him then to put iom«hing to my 
Horfe’s Foot, and let me fit up all Night: The 
Man made me no Anfwer ; but when weeame into 
the Houfe together, the Wife dealt more rough y 
and more freely with me, that truly 1 neither could, 
nor (hould flay there, and was for hurrying her 
Hulband to get my Horfe out : However, on put- 
ting a Crown into her Hand, and promifing her 
another for my Lodging, Ihe at lad told me that 
there was indeed a little Bed above Stairs, on which 
(he would order a clean Pair of Sheets to be put ; 
for (he was perfuaded I was more of a Gentleman 
than to take any Notice of what I faw parted there 
This made me more uneafy than I was before . 1 
concluded now I was got among a den ofHighway- 
wen, and e.xpefted nothing lefs than to be robbed 
and have my Throat cut ; however, finding there 
was no Remedy, I even fet myfelf down, and en- 
deavoured to be as eafy as I could. 

• By this Time it was very dark, and I heard 
' three or four Horfemen alight, and lead their Hor- 
■ f« into the Yard. As the Men where coming into 
‘ the Room where I was, I overheard my Landlord 
• fay, Indee# Brother you need not be uneafy, lam 
pofitive the Gentleman’s a Man of Honour. To 
which I heard another Voice reply, V hat good 
c$uli our Death do to any Stranger: Faith 1 don t 
apprehend half the Danger you do : I dare fay the 
Gentleman would be glad of our Companies and 
we fhould be pleas’d with his, come, hang tear. 
I’ll lead the Way. ‘ So faid, fo done, in they came, 
‘ Pive of them, all difguis’d fo effeflually, that un- 
« |ef 3 it were in the fame Difguife, I (hould not be 
« able to diftinguilh any one ol them. Down they 
• fa:, and he who was conftituced their Captain pro 
t Lac I'ice, accolted me with great Civility, and 
* aflted me. If 1 wJd kontur them with my Company 


at Supper. I did not yet guefs the Profefnon of my 
new Acquaintance : But (uppofing my Landlord 
would not fuller either a Robbery or a Murder in 
his own Houfe, by Degrees my Mind grew per- 
fecllyeafy. 

* About Ten o’clock, I heard a very great Node 
of Horfes, and foon after of Mens Feet trampling 
in a Room over my Head : Then my Landlord 
came down and informed us, Supper was juft ready 
to go upon the Table. Upon this, we were all 
deiircd to walk up ; and he, whom I before called 
the Captain, prefented me with a humorous kind 
of/ Ceremony to a Man more difguis’d than the 

who fat at the upper End ot the i abie, tell- 
ing me at the fame Time, he hoped I would noc 
re?ufe to pay my Refpedts to Prince Orocns-h king 
of the Blacks. It then immediately Itrnck into my 
Head, who thofe worthy Per ions svere,^ aud L 
called myfelf a thoufand Blockheads in my Mind 
: for not finding it out before; »t tue blurry of 
1 Things, or to fpeak the Truth, the 1-eai 1 was in, 

1 prevented my judging, even fro.n the moil evident 
1 Signs. 

‘ As foon as our aukward Ceremonies was over. 
Supper was brought in : It confided of eighteen 
Dilhes of Venifon in every Shape, roaded, boiled 
with Broth, haflied Collups, Parties, Umble Pies, 
and a large Haunch in the Middle larded. The 
Table we fat at was very large, and the Company 
in all tvyenty one Perform ; at each of our Elbows 
there was fet a Bottle of Claret ; and the Man and 
Woman of the Houfe fat down at the lower End. 
Two or three of the Fellows had good natural Voi- 
ces, and fo the Evening was fpent as merrily, as the 
Rakes pafs theirs at the King's Arms y or the City 
Apprentices at Sadler's IP ells. About Two the 
Company feemed inclined to break up, having fill?- 
aflured me that they (hould take my Company as a. 
Favour any Lburfday Evening, if I came that 
Way. 

* Before I conclude my Epidle, it is fit I (hould 
inform you, that they did me the Honour, of ac- 
quainting me with thofe Rules by which their So- 
ciety was govern’d. Their Black Prttice allured 
me that their Government was perfectly Monar- 
chialy and that when upon Expeditions, he had 
: an abfolutc Command \ But in the "1 ime of Peace 
' (continued he) and at the Table, I condefcend to 
1 eat and drink familiarly with my Subjects as Friends, 

I We admit no Man into our Society, till he has- 

* been twice drunk with us, that we my be perfedly 
1 acquainted with his Temper, but if the Perion who 
4 fues to be admitted, declares folemnly he was drunk 

* in his Life, this Rule is difpenfed with, and the 
4 Perfon is only bound to converfe with us a Month, 

* As foon as we have determined to admit him, he 
4 is to equip himfelf with a good Mare or Gelding, 

4 a Brace of Piftols, and a Gun to lye on the Saddle 
4 Bow ; then he is fworn upon the Homs over the 
4 Chimney ; and having a new Name conferred by 
4 the Society, is thereby entered upon the Roll, and 

* from that Day foreward, coniidered at a lav/ful 

4 Member. . 

4 He went on with abundance more of their wde 
4 Inilitutions which are not of Confequence enough 
« to tell you: In the Morning having given my Land- 
4 lady the other Crown Piece, l ipeeded direaly 

* home, as much in Amaze at the new People I 
‘ had difeovered, as the Duke of Aha' s Huntfmen 
« w hen they found an undifeovered Nation in Spain, 
‘ by following their Mailer’s Hawk over the Moun- 
4 tains. Pray, in Return let me fee if ni! your Lon - 
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can produce fuch another Adven- 


I am youfts, &c. 


a Keeper’s Son at O/d Whdfir , whom feme of th • 
ivife People fired at as he look’d out of the W 
dow. 


Before we leave thefe People we think it proper 
to acquaint our Readers, that their Folly was not to 
be extinguilhed by a Angle Execution ; there were 
a great many young Fellows of the fame Stamp, who 
were Fools enongh to forfeit their Lives upon the 
fame Occafion. However, the Humour did not run 
very long ; Tho’ fome of them were impudent enough 
to murther a Keeper or two afterwards, in the Space 
of a Twelvemonth, the whole Nation of the Blacks 
was extinguilhed, and thefe Country Rakes were 
contented to play the Fool upon eafier Terms. The 
laft Blood that was Ihed on either Side, being that of 


' rr fp „ eCI ? Affizes was held at Reading, before thr 
of his Majefty’s Judges, to try the Perfons conceit 
m this Murther, and feveral others. Four Men w< 
Capitally convi&ed and executed ; feveral oth* 
were ordered for Tranfportation, and in Ihort t, 
was the deeifive Stroke which put a Period to th. 
whimfical Monarchy. The Men that were hang’ 
like thofe abovementioned, were fo weak with ]yi 
in Prifon, that one of them was borne between tv 
to the To<wn-Ha//, and carry’d upon the Ilangmar 
Back into the Cart that convey’d him to the Tre 
The reft were not in a much better Condition. 
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The LIFE of JOSEPH BLAKE, alias I” 

BLUESKIN. 1 




A S there is Impudence and WickedneE enough 
in the Lives of mod publick Malefa&ors, to 
make Perfons of a fober Education and Beha- 
viour wonder at the depravity of human Nature ; 
fo there are fometimes fuperlative Rogues, who as 
far exceed the ordinary Clafs of Rogues, as they do 
honeft People ; and whenever fuch a Monfter as this 
appears in the World, there are enough Fools to 
make fuch a Noile about his Conduct, as to invite 
others to imitate the Obftinacy of his Deportment, 
thro that falfe Love of fame, which influences thofe 
Wretches. Amongft the Number of thefe, Jofepb 
Blake , better known by his nick Name of Blue/kin , 
. ahvas deferves to be remembred, as one who ftudi- 
oully took the Paths of Infamy, in order to become 
Famous. 

By Birth he was a Native of this City of London ; 
his Parents being Perfons in tollerable Circumftanccs, 
kept him fix Years at School, where he did not learn 
half fo much from his Mafter, as he did Evil from 
his School-Fellow William Blewits from whofe Lef- 
fans he copied fo well, that all his Education fignified 
nothing. He abfolutely refufing, when he came 
from School, to go to ahy Employment, but on the 
contrary fet up for a Robber when he was fcaree 
Seventeen; but from that Time to the Day of his 
Death, was unfuecefsful in all his Undertakings, 
hardly ever committing the moft trivial Faft, but he 
experienced for it, either the Humanity of the Mob, 
or of the Keepers of Bridenuel , out of which, or fome 
other Prifon, he could hardly keep his Feet for a 
Month together. 

He fell into the Gang of Lock , Wilkinfon , Car- 
rick , Lincoln , and Daniel Carrol. And being one 
Night out with this Gang, they robb’d one Mr. Clark 
of eight Shillings, and a filver hiked Sword, juft as 
Candles were going to be lighted. A Woman look- 
ing accidentally out of a Window, perceived it, and 


cry’d out Thieves : Wilkinfon fired a Piftol at he: 
which (very luckily) upon her drawing in her Heac 
graz’d upon the Stone of the Window, and did n 
other Mifchief. Blake was alfo in the Company < 
the fame Gang, when they attack’d Captain Laugh 
at the Corner of Hide-Park Road , as he was going t 
the Camp ; but the Captain behaved himfelf fo well 
that notwithftanding they fhot feveral Times thro 
and thro’ his Coat, yet they were not able to rol 
him. Not long after this, Wilkinfon being appre 
tended, impeaehed a large Number of Perlons, ani 
with them, Blake and Lock. Lock hereupon madi 
a fuller Difcovery than the other before Juftiee Blak- 
tiby? m which Information there was contained nc 
lefs than feventy Robberies, upon which he alfo wa< 
admitted a Witneis ; and having nam’d Wilkin/on, 
Lincoln , Carnck and Carrol y with himfelf, to have 
been the five Perfons who murder’d Peter Martin 
the Cbelfeq Penftoncr , by the Park Wall. Wilkinfon 
thereupon was apprehended, tried, and conviCtcd, 
notwithftanding the Information he had before aiven' 
which was thereby totally fet afide. 

Blake himfelf alfo became now an Evidence a- 
gainft the reft of his Companions, and difeovered 
about a dozen Robberies which they had committed, 
amongft thefe there was a one very remrrkable one! 
Two Gentlemen in Hunting Caps were together in 
a Chariot on the Hampfead-Road , from whom they 
took two gold Watehes, Rings Seals and other things 
to a eonfiderable Value, and Junks, alias Levee, laid 
his Piftol down by the Gentlemen all the while he 
fearch’d them, yet they wanted either the Courage 
or the pre fence of Mind, to feizc it and prevent their 
lofing I hings of fo great Value. Not long after this 
Oakly , Junks , and this Blake , flopp’d a finale Mm 
with a Link before him in Fig-Lane, and* he not 
furrendering fo eafily as they expected, Jmks and 5 
Oakly beat him over the Head with their pjftols, and 

then 
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tin left him wounded in a terrible Condition, tak- He behaved with great Impudence at his Trial, 
h from him one Guinea and 011c Penny. A very and when he found nothing would fave him, he 
j]rt time after this, Junks , Oakley, and Flood, weie lo °k the Advantage of Jonathan Wild's coming to 
a^rehended and executed, for robbing Colonel Cope Ip^ak with him, to cut the faid Wild s Throat, a 
a lMr. Young of that very Watch, for which Car- large Gafti from the Ear beyond the Wind-pipe ; 
r :and Malon y had been before executed, Jofeph which Wound Wild languiffied a long Time, and 
like being the Evidence againil them. happy had it been for him if Blake'* Wound had 

!\fter this hanging Work of his Companions, he proved fatal, for then Jonathan had efcaped Death 
clught himfelf not only entitled to Liberty but Rc- by a more dilhonourable Wound in the Throat, 
u d : therein however he was mightily miihken, tnan tn.t of a Penknife: But the Number of his 
J not having fui rendered willingly and quietly, but Crimes, and^ the Spicer, of his Enemies procured 
big taken after long Refinance and when he was him » worfe Fate. Whatever Wild might deferve 

nch wounded, there did no; teem to be the lea# of others, he teems to have merited better Ufage 

findation for this confident Demand. He remain- from this Blake; for while he continued a Prifoner 
e. Hill Prifoner in the IVood-jlreet Compter, obfii- in the Couiptar, Jonathan was at the Expence of 
iv sly refuting to be tranfported for feven Years, curing a Wound he had received, allowed him three 
at la lb procuring two Men to be bound for his Shillings and Six-pence a Week, and after his lall 
£id Behaviour, lie was carried before a worthy Jl- Misfortune premiied a good CofHn, aclually furnifh- 
inan of the City and there dilcliarged. * At which ed him witn Money to fupport him in Ne-zurafe 

ie, fome-body there preient afking how long time and feyeral good Books, jf he would have made 

fr;ht be given him, before they Ihould fee him an y Hie of them: But becaufe he freely declared 

rin at the Old-Bailey? A Gentleman made an- to Bluejkin, there was no Hopes of getting him Tranfa 

■^Tir, in about three Seffious, in which time it ported, the bloody Villain determined to take a- 
fcns he guelTed very right; for the third SefTions way his Life, and was fo far from fhevviiv any 
ijn thence, Blake was indeed brought to the Bar. Signs of Remorfe, when he was brought up again to 
•'or no fooner was he at Liberty but he was em- Newgate, that he declared if lie had thought of it 
^^ed in robbing ; and having picked up Jack Sbep- before, he would have provided fuch a Rnife as 

if, l for a Companion, they went out together to fhould have cut off his Head. 

c ch for Prey in the Fields. Near the half Way At the Time that he received Sentence there 
life to Hampfiead, they met with one Fargitar , was a Woman alfo condemned, and they beino- 
>j:tymuch in Liquor, whom immediately Blake placed as ufual, in what is called the Bail Dock at 
cck’ddown into a Ditch, where he mu ft inevi- the Old-Bailey , Blake offered fuch Rudenefs to the 
ay have perifhed, if John Shepherd had not kept Woman, that Ihe cried out and alarmed the whole 
ii Head above the Mud with great Difficulty. For Bench. All the Time he lay under Condemnation 
h Fad the next Seiiions alter it happened, the he appeared utterly thoughtlefs and inlenfible of his 
v Brothers ( Brightwells) in the Guards were approaching Fate. Tho’ from the cutting of Wild's, 
ri; and if a Number of Men had not fworn Throat, and fome other Barbarities of the fame 
in to have been upon Duty at the Time the Nature, he acquired among# the Mob the Cha- 

D? |)bery was committed, they had certainly been rader of a brave Fellow ; yet he was in himfelf 
Id vided, the Evidence of the Profecu tor being di- but a mean fpirited timorous Man, and never ex- 
d and full. 'Flie elder Brightuuell died in a Week erted himfelf, but either thro* Fury ’or Difpair He 
tr lie was releafed from his confinement, and fo wept much at the Chapel before he was to die * 

U not live to fee his Innocence fully clear’d by and tho’ he drank deeply to drive away Fear v t 
h Confeffion of Blake. at the Place of Execution he wept again, trembled 

V very fhort Space after this, Blake and his Com- and fhewed all the Signs of a timorous ’Confufion* 
uon Shepherd, committed the Burglary together as well he might, who had lived wickedly and 
Hie Houle of Mr. Kneebone, where Shepherd get- trifled with his Repentance to the Grave. There 
. ; into the Houle, let in Blake at the back Door was nothing in his Perfon extraordinary ; a dapper 
itj carry ’d off Good* to a conliderable Value. For well fet Fellow, of great Strength, and great Cruel - 
1 , both Shepherd and he were apprehended ; and ty ; equally detefled by the fober Part of the World 
h Seffions before Biakt was con vided, his Com- for the audacious Wickednefs of his Behaviour and 
Mon received Sentence of Death ; . but at the defpifed by his Companions for the Villanies he com - 
fne Blake was taken up, had made his Efcapc out mitted even again# them. He was executed in the 
n of the Condemned Hold. 28th Year of his Age, on tte u;h of November 
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The LIFE of JACK SHEPHERD. 


A Mongft the Prodigies of ingenious Wicked- 
nefs and artful Mifchief, which have furpri- 
zed the World in our time perhaps none 
kas made fo great a Noifc as John Shepherd the 
Malefa&or of whom we are now going to fpcak. 
His Father’s Name was Thomas Shepherd , who was 
by Trade a Carpenter, and liv’d in Spittle-Fields ; 
a Man of an extraordinary good Character, and 
who took 'all the Care his narrow Circumllances 
would allow, that his Family might be brought up 
in the Fear of God, and in juft Notions of their 
Duty towards their Neighbour : yet he was fo un- 
happy in his Children, that both his Son John and 
another took to ill Courfes, and both in their 
Turns were convi&ed at he Bar in the Old- 
Bailey, 

After the Father’s Death, his Widow did all Ihe 
could to get this unfortunate Son of hers admitted 
into Cbrijl's Hofpital , but failing of that, fhe got 
him bred up at a School in Bijh op f gat e-Street , 
where he learned to read, and might in all pro- 
bability have got a good Education, if he had 
not been too loon removed, being put out to the 
Trade of a Cane-Chair -Maker . His Mafter us’d 
him very well, and probably he might have liv’d 
honcftly with him, but he dying in a fhort time 
afterwards, Shepherd was put to another, a much 
younger Man, who ufed him fo harlhly, that in 
a little time he ran away from him. He was then 
put to another Mafter, one Mr. Wood in Witch- 
Street , from whofe Kindnefs and of Mr. Knechone's, 
whom he robbed, he was taught to write, and had 
many other Favours done him by that Gentleman, 
whom he fo ungratefully treated. But good ufage 
or bad wasjgrown ail alike to him now ; he had gi- 
ven himlelt up to the fenfual Pleafures of low Life, 
Drinking all Day, and getting to fome impudent 
Strumpet at Night. 

Amoriglt the Chief of his Miftrefles there was one 
Elizabeth Lion , commonly call’d Edgeworth Befs ; 
$he Impudence of whofe Behaviour was /hocking 
•even to the greateft Part of Shepherd's Companions ; 
font it feems charm’d him fo much, that he fuffered 
her for a while to direft him in every Thing ; and 
Ihe was the firft who engaged him in taking bnfe 
Methods to obtain Money wherewith to purchafe 
bafer Pleafures. This Lion was a large mafeuline 
Woman, and Shepherds very little flight-1 imb’d Lad ; 
fo that whenever he had been drinking and came to 
her quarrelfome, Befs often beat him into better 
Temper, though Shepherd upon pother Occafions ma- 
nifefted his wanting neither Courage nor Strength. 
Repeated Quarrels however between Shepherd and 
his Miftrefs as it does with People of better Rank, 
cheated fuch a Coldnefs, and at laft a Seperation. 

The Creature he picked out to fupply the Place 
of Betty Lion, was one Mrs. Maggctt, a Woman 
fomewhat lefs boilterous in her Temper, but full as 
wicked : She had a \$r y great Contempt for Shep- 


herd, and only made Ufe of him to go and a| ! 
Money, or what might yield Money, for he ;o 
fpend in Company that fhe lik’d better, ic 
Night when Shepherd came to her, and told he ie 
had pawn’d the laft Thing he had for half a Cr< i, 
Prithee , fays fhe, don't tell me fuch melancholly Sti j t 
hut think how you may get more Money : 1 ,>jt 

been in Wiiite-Horfe Yard this Afternoon ; ther a 
Piece-Broker there worth a great deal of Mom be 
keeps his Cajh in a Drawer under the Com j \ 
and there's Abundance of good Things in his 
that would he fit for me to wear ; a Word » 
know to the Wife is enough; let me fee now jw 
foon you'll put me in Poffejfion of them . . Thi: id 
the EfFeft that fhe defired ; Shepherd left her s at 
One o’Clock in the Morning, went to the h fe 
Ihe talked of, took up the Cellar Window •$, 
and from thence entered the Shop, which he ] i| 
dered of Money and Goods to the amount of 1. 
and brought it to his Doxy the fame Day b rc 
/he was ftirring, who appeared thereupon ver y til 
fatisfied with his Diligence, and helped him a ut 
Time to fquander what he had fo dearly earnet | 
He ftill attained fome Affection for his old ^ 
vourite Befs Lion, who being taken up for pc 
of her Tricks, was committed to St. Giles's Rc i. 
houfc, where Shepherd going to fee her, broke hi 
Doors open, beat the Keeper, and like a true K ht 
Errant, let his diftre/Ted Paramour at Libt , 
which heroick At\ got him fo much Reputatic a- 
mongft the Ladies of Drury- Lane, that then as 
no Body of his Profeilion lb much efteeme bjr 
them as John Shepherd. His Brother Thomas, ho 
was himielf a tollerable Eftiination with tha lc* 
bauch’d part ofohe Sex, now importun’d foil of 
them to fpcak to his Brother John to lend h a 
little Money, and for ^the Future allow him t go 
out a robbing with him. To both thefe P. 
fitions. Jack, being a kind Brother, confcnccd ; he 
firft Word, and from thence forward tiie two o- 
thers were always of one Party. 

In about three Weeks after their coming ;e* 
ther, they broke open a Linnen- Draper’s ' Jp, 
near Clarc-Market , where the Brothers made oil 
ufe of their T ime ; for they were not in the I bfe 
above a quarter of an Hour, before they madcitft 
to ftrip it of 5 ol. But the younger Brother a ng 
impudently in difpofing of fome of the Good he 
was detected and apprehended, upon which th irlt 
Thing he did was to impeach Jus Brother, ai ai 
many of his Confederates as he could. Jacks a> 
very quickly apprehended upon his -Brother’ In- 
formation, and committed by Jufticc Parry t tin 
Round-houfe, for farther Examination ; bt. in 
licad of waiting for thar, he began to examii as 
well as he could, the Strength of the Place < hi: 
Confinement ; # \vhich being much too weak for : VI- 
low of his Capacity, he marched OfFbefore i\fn 
and committed a Kobbcrv into the Bargain ; w 

fo 
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ing to 1)- revenged on Tom who had fo bafely beha- 
ved himfelf (as Jack phraied it) toward fo good a 
Brother. 

That Information going off. Jack went on in his 
old Way as ufual. One Day he and J. Benfon being 
in Lcicejhr Fields , Benfon attempted to get a Gen- 
tleman’s Watch ; but miffing his poll, the Gentle- 
man perceived it and rais’d a Mob, where Shepherd 
pafling briskly to fare his Companion, was appre- 
hended in Ills (lead, and being carried before Jufticc 
Walters , was committed to New-Prifon, where the 
irft Sight he faw, was his old Companion Befs Lion, 
vho had found her Way thither upon a like Errand 
Jack , who now law himfelf befet with Danger, be- 
jan to exert all his little Cunning, u.\ich was indeed 
lis Mailer-piece. He applied himleTlhll to Benfon'' s 
"riends, who were in good Circuni nances, hoping 
>y their Meditation to make the Matter up ; but in 
his he mifeurned. Then he attempted a flight In- 
ormation ; but the Juitice to whon ne fent it, per- 
eiving how trivial *a Thing it was and gueffing 
/ell at the Diift thereof refufed it. Shepherd was 
ow driven to his Jail Shift, when Befs Lion and he 
lid their Heads together how to break out ; which 
ley efifecledby Force, and got fafe off to one of 
\efs Lions old Lodgings, where Die kept him fe- 
ret for feme Time, frightening him with Stories of 
reat Searches being made afrer him, in order to de- 
tin him from converfing with any other Wo* 
lan. 

But Jack being not naturally timorous, and hav- 
ig a llrong Inclination to be out again in his old 
/ay with his Companions, rtwas not long before he 
we her the flip, and lodged himfelf with another 
IfhisFeniaU Acquaintance, in a litfe bye Court 
-ar the Strand. Here one Charles Grace deftred to 
?come an Afiociate with him Jack was very rea- 
to take any young Fellow in as a Partner of his Vil- 
niesefpecially as Grace told him that his Reafon 
>r doing fuch Things, was to keep a beautiful Wo- 
an without the Knowledge of his Relations. Sheperd 
id he getting the Acquaintance of one Anthony 
amb, an Apprentice to Mr. Carter, near St. Cle- 
ents Church, they inveigled the young Man to con- 
nt to let them in to rob his Mafter’s Houfe. He 
:cordingly perform’d it, and they took from Mr. 
t art on , who lodged there, to a very confiderable 
alue. But Grace and Shepherd quarrelling about 
le Divifion, Shepherd wounded Grace in a violent 
lanner, and on this Quarrel betraying one another, 
race and Lamb were taken. But the Misfortune of 
3or Lamb , who had been drawn in, fo far prevailed 
ion feveral Gentlemen who knew him, that they 
A only prevailed to have his Sentence mitigated to 
rani portat ion, but allb furnifhed him with Necef- 
ries, and procured an Order, that on his Arrival 
iere he fliouid not be fold, as the other Felons were, 
it that he fliouid be left at Liberty to provide for 
mfclf as well as he could. 

It feems that Shepherd's Gang, which confifted of 
inlell, his Brother Tom , Jsfcph Blake , alias Blue - 
Charles Grace, and James Sikes , whom his 
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IVefljninfler . There they plac’d what they took out 
of Mr. Kneebone's Houfe , and the Goods made a great 
fhow there, whence the People in the Neighbour- 
hood really took them for very honeft Perfons, who 
had fo great wholefale Bufinefs on their Hands as oe- 
cafion’d their taking a place there which lay conveni- 
ent for the Water. Field however importun’d them, 
having got feent they had fuch a Warehoufe, that 
he might go and fee the Goods, pretending that he 
had it juft now in his Power to fell them at a very 
great Price : They accordingly carried him thither 
and (hewed him the Things. Two or three Days 
afterwards, Field , tho' he had not Courage to rob 
any Body elfe, ventured however, to break open the 
Warehoule, and took every Rag that had been lodged 
there. 

Not long after, Shepherd was apprehended for rob- 
bing Mr. Kneelone , and Cried at the next Seftion , 
at tne Old-Bailey. His Appearance there was very 
mean, and all the Defence he pretended to make, 
was, that Jonathan Wild had helped to difpole of 
part of the Goods, and he thought that it was very- 
hard that he Jhould not (hare in the Punifhinent. The 
Court took little Notice of fo infignificant a Plea, 
and Sentence being pafled upon him, he hardly made 
a fenfible Petition for the Favour of the Court in the 
Report ; but behav’d throughout as a Perfon either 
Eupid or Foolilh ; fo far was he from appearing in 
any Degree likely to make the Noi(e he afterwards 
did. 

When put into the Condemned Hold, he prevailed 
upon one Fowls, who was aifo under Sentence, to 
lift him up to the Iron Spikes placed over the Door 
which looks into the Lodge, a Woman of a large 
Make attending without, and two others Handing 
behind her in Riding floods. Jack no fooner got his 
Head and Shoulders thro’ between the Iron Spikes, 
than by a fudden Spring his Body followed with 
Eafe ; and. the Women taking him down gently, he 
was, without Sufpicion of the Keepers, (tho' fome of 
them was drinking at the upper End of the Lod«e ) 
convey’d f.tfely out of the Lodge Door, when foon 
getting a Hackney Coach, he went clear off before 
there was the leaft Notice of his Efcape ; which, 
when it was known, very much furprized the Kee- 
pers, who never dreamt of an Attempt of that Kind 
before. 

As focn as John breathed the frefh Air, he went 
again brifkly to his old Employment ; and the iiric 
thing he did was to find out one Page, a Butcher of 
his acquaintance in Clare -Market, who drefs’d him 
up in one of his Frocks, and then went with him 
upon the Biffinefs of raifing Money. No foouer had 
they fet out, but Shepherd remembring one Mr. 
Martin' % a Watth-mnker, near the Caftle Tavern in 
Fleet -freet, and the Situation of the Shop, he pre^ 
vailed upon his Companion to go thither, and ferew- 
ing a Gimlet faft into the Poll at the Door, they tied 
the Knocker of the Door thereto with a String, snd 
then boldly breaking the Glafles, fnatched three 
W atches before a Boy thar was in the Shop could open 
the Door, and marched clear off; Shepherd having 
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ompanions called Hell and Fury not knowing how Impudence upon this Occafion, to pais underneath 

dilpofe of the Goods they had taken, made ufe of Newgate. 


ill; am Field for that purpofe, whom Shepherd in his 
idkrous Stile; us’d to chara&erize thus ; That he 
as a Fellow wicked enough to do any thing, but 
s want of Courage permitted hiin to do nothing but 
rry on the Trade he did ; W'hich was that of felling 
den Goods when put into his Hands! But Blake 
>d Shepherd finding Field fomecimes delatory, not 
inking it alway* fafe to truft him, they refolved 
hire a Warehoufe and lodge their Goods there ; 
kich accordingly they did near the HorfoFerry jn 


However, he did not long enjoy his Liberty, for 
ftroling about Fi nobly- Common, he was apprehended 
and committed to New gate ; and was put immedi- 
ately in the Stone Room, w'here they loaded him with 
a heavy pair of Lons, and then lb pled him faft down 
to the Floor. He being left there alone in the Scf- 
fions Time, moft of the People of the Gaol then 
attending at the Old-Bailey, he with a crooked Nail 
opened the Lock, and by that Means got rid of his 


Chain, and went directly to the 


Chimney in the 
Room, 
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Room; where, with inceffant working, he got out 
h couple of Stones, and by that Means entered a 
Room called the Red Room , where no Body had been 
lodged for a ccmfhJcrable Time. Here he threw 
down a Door, which one would have thought im- 
poflible to have been mov’d by the Strengtn of a 
Alan though with ever fo much Noife. From hence 
with a great deal to do, he forced his Paflage into 
the Chapel, there he broke a Spike off the Door, 
forcing open by its help four other Doors. Getting 
at lait upon the Leads, he from thence deicenued 
gently, by the Help of the Blanket on which he lay, 
(for which be went back thro’ the whole Prifon) 
upon the Leads of Mr. Bird a Turner, next Door 
to Ne-xvgate, and looking in at the Garret Window, 
faw the Maid going to Bed. As foon as he thought 
(he was afleep, he itepp’d down Stairs, went thro’ 
t lie Shop, opened the Door, then into the Street, 
leaving the Door open behind him. 

In the Morning when the Keepers were in fearch 
after him, hearing of this Circumflance by the Watch- 
man, they were then perfedly fatisfied of the Me- 
thod by which he went off : However, they were 
Obliged to publilh a Reward, and make the jirideil 
Enquiry after him, fome fooiiffi People having pro- 
pagated a Report, that he had not got out without 
Connivance. In the mean while Shepherd found it a 
very difficult Thing to get rid of his Irons, having 
been obliged to lurk about and lye hid near a Village 
not far from Town, ’till with much ado he procured 
a Hammer and took them ofF. He was no fooner 
freed from the Incumbrance that remained upon him 
but he came privately into the Town and that Night 
robbed Mr. Rawlins Houfe a Pawn-Broker in 
Drury-Lane. Here he got a very large Booty, and 
amongft other things a very handfome black Suit of 
Cloaths and a Gold Watch. Being dreffed with 
thefe he carried the rell of the Goods and valuable 
EfFeds to two Woman, cme of whom was a poor 
young Creature whom Shepheard had feduced, and 
who was imprifoned on this account. 

No fooner had he taken care of the Booty, but he 
went amongil his Companions, the Pick-pockets and 
Whores in Drury- Lane and Clare Market ; where 
being accidentally efpied fudling at a little Brandy - 
Shop, by a Boy belonging to an Alehoufe who knew 
him very well, the Lad immediately gave Informa- 
tion ; upon which he was apprehended, and re-con- 
dufted with a vail Mob to his old Manfion-Houfe 
of Newgate, being fomuch intoxicated with Liquor, 
that he hardly was fenfible of his miferable Fate. 
They now took effectual Care to prevent a third Ef- 
cape, never fuffering him to be alone a Moment, 
which as it put the Keepers to great Expence, they 
took Care to pay themfelves with the Money they 
took of all who «ame to lee him. 

In this laart Confinement it was that Mr. Shepherd 
and his Adventures became the foie Topick of Con- 
vention about Town : Numbers flocked daily to be- 
hold him ; and he, far from being dilpleafed at be- 
ing made a Spc&acle of, entretained all who came 
witn the greateft Gaiety that c«uld be. He acquaint- 
ed them with all his Adventures ; related each of his 
Robberies in the moft ludicrous Manner, and endea- 
voured to fet off every Circumflance of his flagitious 
Life, as well as his Capacity would give him leave ; 
which, to fay Truth, was excellent at Cunning, and 
Buffoonery, and nothing clfc. Nor were the Crowds 
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of People on this Occafion, that throng’d to AVov 
gate, made up of the Dregs of the People only fo 
then there would have been no Wonder; but iuilcac 
of that, Perfons of the firfl Diflinaion, and not • 
few even dignified with Titles. ’Tis certain that thi 
Noife made about him, and this Curiofity of Perlba 
of fo high a Rank was a very great Misfortune v 
the poor Wretch himfelf, who from thefe Circum 
flances began to conceive grand Ideas of himfelf, r 
well as ftrong Hopes of Pardon ; which encourage 
him to play •vtr ail his Airs, arid divert as many a 
thought it worth their While, by their Prejence, t 
prevent a dying Man from confidering his latter Enc 
Yet when Shepherd came up to Chapel, it was ol 
ferved that all his Gaiety was hid afide, and he bot 
heard and affifled with great Attention at Divine Se 
vice ; tho’ upon other Occafiom he as much as 1 
could avoided religious Difcou rfe ; and dtpendii 
upon the Petitions he had made to feviral Nobleim 
to imerceed with the King for Mercy, he leem. 
rather to aim at diverting his Time till he receiv’d 
Pardon, than to improve the few Days he had topr 
pare himfelf for his lait. 

On the loth of November, 172.4, Shepherd was I 
Ccrtaorari removed to the Bar of Court of Kim I 
Bench at Weftminfler, an Affidavit being made, ti 
he was the lame John Shepherd mentioned in the P 
cord of Conviction before read. Mr. Juitice P on . t 
awarded Judgment againfl him, and a Rule was ma I 
for his Evecution on the r6th. 

Such was the unaccountable FondneL this Crii 1 
nal had for Life, and io unwilling was he to lofe I 
hopes of preferving it, that he fram’d in his Mind ! 
Refolutions of cutting the Rope when he fhould 
bound in the Cart, thinking thereby to get amor I 
the Crowd, and fo into Lincoln 5- Inn-Fields, 2 *§ 
from thence to the Thames. For this Purpofe 
had provided a Knife, which was with great Diflk 
ty taken from him, by Mr. WatJ'on wno was to 
tend him to Death. Nay, his Hopes were can 
even beyond hanging ; for when he fpoke to a Per 
to whom he gave what Money he had remaining, 
of the large Prefcntshe had rcaived from tkole’v 
came to diveit themfe.ves at Shepherd's Show , 
Newgate Fair, he mofl eariielily entreated him, t 
as foon as pofl.blc his Body might be taken out of ; 
Hearfe which was provided fo"him, put into aw; * 
Bed, and, if it w ere polhble, lome Rood taken fr * 
him ; for he was in gieat Hopes he might be brou , 
to Life again ; but if he was not, he defired hin > 
defray the Expences of his Funeral, and return 
Overplus to his poor Mother. Then he refumed [:( 
ufuul Difcourfe about his Robberies, and in the t 
Moments of his Life endeavoured to divert him f 
from the Thoughts of Death. Yet fo unte.t in ,1 
various was he Jus Behaviour, that he told one wh \ 
he had a great Defre to fee the Morning he di, 
that he had then as much Satisfaction to his ED; 3 
as if he was going to enjoy two hundred Pounds r 
Annum, 

At the Place of Execution, to which he was c . 
vey’d in a Cart, with Iron Handcuffs on, he be - , 
ved himfelf very gravely ; confeffing his robbing U - 
Philips and Mrs. Cook , but denying that Jofepbwf 
and he had // ilham Field in their Company w/i 
they broke open the Houfe of Mr. Kneebone . A r 
this he fubmitttd to his Fate on the 16th of Akv 
for, 172^, much pitied by the Mob. 
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The LIFE 0/ MOLL RABY. 


^ Y T E have chofen this Offender’s mofl ufual 
J\/ Name to dillinguifh her by, tho’ {he had al 
* T mofl as many Names as the fabulous Hydra 
h Heads. She was born in the Parilh of St. Mar - 
/i sin the Fields, and took betimes to ill Courfes, 
ir vhich fhe continued till her Death. Madam Ogle 
W not more dextrous at bilking Hackney Coaches, 
th Msll Raby at bilking her Lodging, in which 
S cies of Fraud her Talent originally lay, and at 
w ch fhe had more Succefs than at any Thing elfe 
fh undertook. We will give an Account of her firlL 
Eiloit this Way, as a Specimen of the red. 

’his Adventure was at a Houfe in Great Rujfd- 
?/• tty by Bloomsbury- Square ; where paffing for a 
»rt Fortune, who was oblig'd to leave the Coun- 
rj by reafon of the importunate troublefomnefs of 
T eat many Suitors, fhe was entertain’d with all 
ht Civility imaginable : This feeming honed Crea- 
u) who was a Saint without, but a Devil within, 

0 inucd there about a Fortnight, to encreafe her 
II -after, making a very good Appearance as to 
e: dabit, for ihe had a Ta!ley-Man in every Qunr-* 
sr fthe Town. At Jail, undemanding one Day 
ba all the Family was to take their pleafure as to 
4 |row, at Richmond fhe refolved to take this Op- 
m inity ; and when they were all abfent, except- 
ig the Maid, fhe defired her to call a Porter, and 
*} him a fham Bill drawn on a B inker in Lo.n- 
ai'Jiretty for one hundred and fifty Pounds, whnsh 
lelefired might be in Gold ; but fearing fuch a 
UJtity of Money might be a Temptation to make 
ae’orier difhoned, Ihe privately requeued the Maid 
d 0 along with him, and fhe, in the mean Time, 
rod take Care of the Houfe. The poor Maid, 
ail ing no harm, went with the Porter to Lorn- 
aijlreety where they were dopp’d for a couple of 
hits; but filledging their Innocency, and proving 
-oJ whence they came, a Meffenger was fent home 
/it them, who found it to be a Trick put upon 
aei>ervant to rob the Houfe ; for before fhe came 
ac Moll Raby was gone off with above eighty 
ovds in Money, one hundred and fixty Pounds 
/oa of Plate, and feveral other Things of a con- 
dehle Value. 

Ir Offences of this Nature, Ihe was thrice burnt 

1 e Hand, after which die marry’d one Humphry 
fVcw, a Butcher, who was taught by her to 
avoff his Trade, and go upon the Pad in the Day 
M while fhe went upon the Buttock and Twang 
»y {light} which is picking up a Cull or Sparky 
vhfli pretending fhe vv®uld not expofe her Face in 

P lick-Houfe, fhe takes into fome dark Alley, 
vh/j:, whild the decoy’d Fool is fumbling with 
is reeches down, fhe picks his Fob or Pocket, of 
sis /atch or Money, and giving a fort of a Hem 
h fignal fhe hath fucceeded ia her Defign, the 
*el' v with whom fhe keeps Company, blundering 
>p the D.irk, knocks down the Gallant, and car- 
ies ff tne Prize. 
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But after the Death of this Hufband, Moll turn’d 
arrant Thief, and in the fird Exploit Ihe then went 
upon, fhe had like to come feurvily off; the Ad- 
venture was this : Going upon the Night-Sneak , (as 
the Pnrafe of thefe People is) fhe found a Door half 
open, in Downing- ft red at IVcJlminjler y where deal- 
ing foftly up Stiffs into a great Bed-Chamber, and 
hiding herfelf under the Bed, fhe had not been there 
above an Hour, before a couple of Footmen brought 
Candles into the Room, whild the Maid with great 
Diligence, was laying the Cloth for Supper. The 
Table being furmfh’d with two or three Difhes of 
Meat, five or fix Perfons fat down, befides the Chil- 
dren that were m the Houfe ; which fo affrighted 
Molly that fhe verily thought, that if their Voices 
and the Noife of the Children had not hinder’d 
them, they might have heard her very Joints 
finite one againtl another, and the Teeth chat- 
ter in her Head. But what was word of all, there 
being a little Spaniel running about to gnaw the 
Bones that fell from the Table, where Moll lay in- 
cognito ; the Dog fnarling and driving to take the 
Bone ftom her, the Cat fo well us’d her Claws to 
defend her Prize, that having given the Buffer* 
(that is their canting Name for a Dog) two or 
three Scratches on the Nofe, there began fo great 
a Skirmifh betwixt them, that, to allay the Hurly 
Burly, one of the Servant took a Fire Shovel out 
of the Chimney, and flung it fo furioufly under 
the Bed, that it gave Moll a Blow on the Nofe 
and Forehead, that dunn’d her for near half an 
Hour. The Cat rufh’d out as quick as Lightning, 
but the Dog day’d behind, barking and grinning 
with fuch Fury, that neither her fawning nor 
threatning could quiet him, till one of the Servants 
flung a fire Fork at him, which chas’d him from 
under the Bed, but gave her another unlucky Blow 
crofs the Jaws. At length, Supper was ended, but 
the Dog dill growling in the Room, the Fear oT 
his betraying her, rais’d fuch a fudden Loofneis 
in her, that fhe could by no Means avoid difeharg- 
ing herfelf, which made fuch a great Stink, that 
it offended the People, who, fuppofing it to be the 
Dog, they turn’d him out, and not long after they * 
all withdrew themfelves ; when Moll coming from 
under the Bed, fhe wrapt the Sheets up in the Quiir, 
and fneaking down Stairs, fhe made off the Ground 
as fafl as fhe could. 

Another Time Moll Raby being drinking at an 
Alehoufe in Happing 9 fhe obferved the Woman of 
the Houfe, who was fleeping by the Fire-fide, to 
have a good Pearl Necklace about her Neck, at 
which her Mouth immediately water’d, and which 
fhe thus fecured. Having drank a Pot of Drink 
with a Confort which ihe had in her Company, 
fhe fent the Maid down in the Cellar again to fill the 
Pot, and in the mean Time cut off the Necklace 
with a Pair of ScifTars, and taking the Pearls off the 
String, f\vaIlow«d them. Before they had made an 
4 B end 
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end of that Pot of Drink, the Woman awaking, Hie 
tniiVJ her Necklace, for which Hie made a great 
Outcry, and charged Moll and her Comrade with it, 
but they Hood upon their Innocency, and going in- 
to a private Room, Hript themfelves, when nothing 
being found upon them, the Woman thought her 
Accufation might be falfe, and fo was forced to lofe 
her Necklace without being able to fufped in what 
Manner. 

Mary Rftby, alias Rogers , alias Jackfon , alias 
Brown, was, at IaH, condemned for a Burglary, 
committed in the Houfe of the Lady Cavendijh , in 
Soho-Square , the 3d of March , 1702-3, upon the 
Information of two Villains, namely, Arthur Cham - 
hers and Jofeph Hatfield, who made themfelves 
Evidences againft her. At the Place of Execution, 
?,t Tyburn, on Wednefday the 3d of November 1703, 
Hie fa id (lie was thirty Years of Age, that Ihe was 
well brought up at firil, and knew good Things, 
but did not pra&ife them, having given up herlelf 
to all manner of Wickednefs and Vice, fuch as 
Whoredom, Adultery, and unjult Doings. As for 
the Fad fhe Hood condemn’d for, fhe only own’d 
fo much, and no more of it, than this. That fome 
part of the Goods Hollen out of that Lady’s Houfe, 
was brought to hers, in the Spring Garden , where 
file then liv’d. Hie underHood, the next Day after 
the Robbery was committed, and not before, whofe 
Goods they were. 

She farther laid. That Hie had a Hufband, ihe 
thought, in Ireland , if Hill alive, but Hie was not 
certain of it, becauie it was now fix Years fince he 
left her. However, Hie was very forry Hie had de- 
filed his Bed, and wifii’d he was prefent, that Hie 
might defire him to forgive her that Injury. She 
b'egg’d aifo Pardon of all the World in general, for 
the fcandalous, impious, and wicked Life Hie had 
lived : And Hie pray’d, That all wicked Perfons, 
efpeciully thofe Hie had been concerned with, would 
take Warning by her ; and that they might have 
Gr ce fo to reform and amend their Lives betimes, 
at. <.r to be overtaken in their Sins. Before Hie was 
turn'd cfP, Ihe was again prefs’d to fpeak the whole, 
in relation to the Faft Hie was now to die for, 
fhe perfified in what Ike had faid before about it: 


But Hill own’d Hie had been a very great Si; 
as being one that was guilty of Sabbath-brea 
fwearing, drinking, lewdnefs, buying, recei- 
and diipofing of Hollen Goods, and harbouri 
ill People. 

As an Appendix to the life of Moll Raby . 
Hiall add fome Account of Moll Hawkins, 
her living with a Fellow of that Name, whe 
a molt notorious Pick-Pocket, was condemn’* 
the 3d of March , 1702-3, for privately lie 
Goods out of the Shop of Mrs. Hobday, in P 
nofier Row. She having been repriev’d for 
Months, upon the Account of her being then f 
quick with Child, tho’ Hie was not, Hie was 
call’d down to her former Judgment. Whei 
came to the Place of Execution at Tyburn , on 
nefday the 2zd of December, 1703, Hie faid Hit 
about twenty fix Years of Age, born in the Par 
St. Giles's in the Fields ; that Hie ferved three * 
ApprenticeHiip to a Button-Maker in Maiden 
by Covent -Garden, and followed that Employ 
for fome Years after ; but withal gave Way ; 
fame Time to thofe ill Practices which were 
the Caufe of her Death. 

Before this Moll Hawkins projected Shopli 
fhe went upon the Quefiion Lay , which is pi 
Lerfelf into a good hand fome Drefs, like Tome 
change Girl, -and then taking an empty Bai 
in her Hand, and palling for a Milliner’s or S 
Hrefs’s Apprentice, Hie goes early to a Perfc 
Quality’s Houfe, and knocking at the Door, 
the Servant if the Lady is Hilling yet : for 
was, ihe had brought home, according to * 
the Sute of Knots, (or what elfe the Devil 
in her Head) which her LadyHiip had befpoki 
Night ; while the Servant goes up Stairs to ao 
the Lady with this Meflage, the CuHom is 
mean Time to rob the Houfe, and go away w 
an Anfwer. Thus Hie one* Day ferved the 
Arabella Howard , living in Soho* Square, whe 
Maid went up Stairs to acquaint her LadyOii 
a Gentlewoman waited below with fome Glov< 
Fans, Moll Hawkins took the Opportunity oft 
ing away above fifty Pounds worth of Plate, i 
Hood on a Side-Board in the Parlour, to be cl 
againft Dinner time. 
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lx LIFE of WILLIAM GETTINGS. 


r H I S Malefa&or was bom in the Parifh of 
Wolhope , in Herefordjbire , where he lived 
with his Father, a Grazier, till he was fix- 
en Years of Age, and then came up to London . He 
ent, after this, about 5 Years in the Service of fe- 
ral Gentlemen, fometimes in the Capacity of a 
atler, at other Times as a Footman. Had he con- 
nued honefl, as he was at firft, he might have done 
ry well, for he was elleemed ; but after thefe 5 
ears, he took to bad Company, who foon debauch’d 
m, both in Principles and Brattice. 

When he hill took to ill Courfes, he went by the 
ame of William Smith , and fought his Fortune 
iginally bv other Ways of Thieving than that of 
bbing on the Highway ; as Houfc-breaking, Shop- 
ting, or the like. 

Thus one Evening going privately, drefs’d like a 
)rter, into the Houle of a Dottor of Phyfick, liv- 
g in, or near Well-Clofe , by the Danes Church in 
it cliff - High - ll ay , he there took down a rich Bed, 
d pack’d it up : Then bringing it out of the Cham- 
r, in order to carry it off, he fell headlong down 
airs, infomuch that he had like to have broke his 
eck. The Noife alarming the old Dottor and his 
)n, they came running out of the Kitchen to fee 
hat was the Matter ; whereupon Gettings, who was 
ifRng and blowing, as if he was quite tired and out 
Breath, perceiving them nearer than they fiiould 
*, faid to the Dottor, Is not your Name fo and fo? 
‘S y reply ’d the Dottor, and what then I Why then , 
r, quoth William Gettings, there* s one Mr. Hugh 
cn and Penhenribus, has ordered me to bring thefe 
oods hither , which have almoji broke my Back , and 
l r which he' ll call about half an Hour hence, and 
tch them away to a ne ; iv Lodging which he has took 
mew be re hereabouts . Mr. Hugh Hen and Penhen- 

I bus, reply' d the Dollar again, pray who' s he ? for 
the heft of my Knowledge, I don't know any fuch 
entleman. I can't tell for that , faid Gettings , but 
deed the Gentleman knows you , and ordered me to 
ave the Goods hoe. I don't care , quoth the Doc- 
r, how well he knows me, I tell you. I'll not take 
People's Goods , unlefs they were here themf elves, 
'ere fore 1 fay cany them away. Nay, pray Sir , 
id Gettings , let me leave the Goods here, for 1 am 
ite weary already in bringing them hither . I tell 
it, reply ’d the Dottor, there Jhall none be left here , 
ere fore take them away, or F ll throw them into the 
reet elfe . Well , quoth Gettings, I'll take the 
oods away then, but I'm Cure the Gentleman will be 
5 ry angry, becaufe he ordered me to leave them here . 
don't care, reply ’d the Doctor, for his Anger, nor 
u'-s neither , I tell you I'll take no Charge of other 
ople's Goods, unlefs they were here them] elves t° put 
m into my Cuftody. Very well. Sir, quoth Get- 
igs , but ft nee I tnuft carry them awny, I beg the 
uveur of you, and the Gentleman there, to If ft them 
my Back. Ay, ay, with all my Heart, reply ’d 


the Dottor, come Son , and lenf s a Hand to lift them 
on the Fellow's Back. 

In a Word, the Goods being lifted on Getting's 
Shoulders, it was not long ’ere the Dottor’s Wife 
came from Market, and going into the Room where 
the Bed was taken dow n, fhe came running open- 
mouth’d at her Hufband, and faid, 4 Why truly this 
4 is a moll ftrange Thing, that I can never ilir out 
4 of Doors, but you mull be making one whimfical 
4 alteration or other in the Houfe. What’s the Mat- 
‘ ter, reply' d the Debtor, with the Woman? Are yon 
4 befide yourfell ? No, faid the V'ife, but truly you 

* are, in thus altering Things as you do almoll every 
4 Moment. Certainly, my Dear, reply d the Doc - 

* tor , you mull have been fpending your Market 
4 Penny, or elfe you would not talk at this Rate as 
4 you do of Alterations, when none in the leall have 
4 been made fince you have been gone out. pfucth 
4 the JVife, I am not blind, I think ; for J am lure 
4 the Bed is took out of the Room one Pair of Stairs 
4 backwards, and pray Hufband, w'here do you de- 
4 fign 'to put it now.” At thefe Words the Hufband 
and Son going prefently up Stairs, they found the 
Bed was lloUen, which, to be lure, fretted them : 
but neverthelels, they durll r.ot tell the old Woman 
that they had a Hand in the lofing it, by helping the 
Thief to carry it away and fo they now made ths 
bell of a bad Market, fince all the fretting in the 
World would not bring it back again. 

Tho’ Gettings was fo fuccefsful in robbing this 
Houfe, yet his Genius not agreeing with this lore of 
Theft, lie was refolved to try his Fortune on the 
Highway ; and one Day meeting with a noted Evi- 
dence, they pretended to make a Difc6very of tie 
World in the Moon, by telling w ho was the Preten- 
der's Father and Mother, trudging it on Foot along 
the Road betwixt Levdijham and Bromley in Knit, he 
commanded the Sharper to Hand and deliver ; then 
taking from him two Pence halfpenny, for wffich he 
Food as hard as a Shoemaker would for a Piece of 
Carnot, but to no purpofe, he faid, Fhe World was 
cojne indeed to a very fad Pafs, that one Rogue ?nuft 
prey on another. 

Shortly after the robbing this incorrigible Villain, 
Gettings robbed a Man on the Way to Cbelfea , and 
took from him about twelve Snillings, and a Pair 
of filver Buckles. Next he robbed a StageCoach 
upon Hour flow Heath, taking from the PaJfengers a 
Fiver Watch ancfTome Money. Next he robbed a- 
nother Stage Coach, not far from Reading in Berk - 
Jhire, and took from the Paffengers four Guineas and 
fome Silver. And next he robbed Elq; Dafbrvood's 
Coach a little beyond Putney, and took from him and 
his Lady a gold Watch, and three or four Pieces of 
Gold, with foine Money in Silver. 

But the moll notable Attion he ever committed, 
was thi> which follows. Having been riding one 
Day into the Country for his Plealure, as he was re- 
turning 
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turning home in the Evening very well mounted, 
and drelVd much like a Gentleman, juft at Tooting , 
by Richmond, he perceived from a riling Ground Sir 

James B walking in his Gardens, which were 

very fine indeed, and ot a large Extent. Then rid- 
ing up to a Gardener Handing at a Back-Door, he 
enquired of him, whether a Gentleman whom Curio- 
fity led to fee thofe Gardens, of which he had heard 
fo much Talk in their Praife, might not have the 
Liberty of taking a Walk in them. The Gardener 
knowing Sir James was free that any Perfon appear 
ing in good Fnfhion might walk there, he gave Get - 
tings Admiilion into them. 

Gettings alighting, he gave the Gardener his Horfe 
to hold ; and in the Walks feeing Sir James B ■ — 
to whom he paid RefpeSs in a very fubmifllve Man- 
ner, withal hoping, that he would pardon his Pre- 
furaption of coining into his Gardens, when his 
Worlhip was therein recreating himfelf, the courte- 
ous Knight allured him he was very welcome, and 
invited him to fee his Wildernefs ; where fitting down 
in an Arbour, Gettings in their Difcourfe was pleas’d 
to fay. Tour W t orjhip has got a very fine diamond 
Ring on your Finger. Yes, reply ’d Sir James , it 
ought to he a fine one, for it coft me a very fine Price ; 
Why then, faid Gettings again, it is the fitter to be - 
flow on a Friend ; therefore if your Worjhip fleafes , J 
7 nuft make bold to take it, and wear it for your 
fake . 

At thefe Words Sir James began to ftartle at his 
Impudence ; but Gettings clapping a Piftol to his 
JJreaft, told him, he was a dead Man if he made but 


History of 

the leaft Noife or Refiftance. So taking it from hi 
quoth he again, 1 am fenfible your Lord/hip does , 
go without a good Watch too. Converting this a 
to his own Ufe, and fome Guineas out of his Pock- 
he then tied his Hands and Feet, and then came 
way with a Booty worth ninety Pounds ; but bid 
James be of good Cheer, for he would fend c 
prefently to relieve him. And accordingly going 
the Gardener, who held his Horfe all this while, a 
giving him a Shilling, quoth he, Honefl Friend, ;| 
James wants to /peak with you. Then mountii 
he rode prefently off the Ground, whilft the Gard 
ner made hafte to his Mailer, and was in a great Si 
prize to fee Sir James bound in that Manner whi 
Gettings had left him in ; but immediately fettingn 
loofe, his Worlhip returned his Servant ma 
Thanks, for fending a Rogue to rob him in his o- 
Gardens. 

He once went purpofely from London into the Coi 
try, to rob the Houi'e of a dear Friend, and near f r i 
lation of his, which he effectually and eafily did, 
being well acquainted with all the Parts of that Hou 
and the Ways to go into it, taking away from ther 
a Horfe, fome Money, gold Rings, and otl i 
Things. And laftly, he robbed Efq; Harr if on I 
his Lady, riding in their Calafh towards Fulham \ i 
took from them a Purfe with four Guineas in 
and fome Money in Silver. For this Fa& being ; 
prehended by the Right Honourable the Lord Bolt 
broke, one of whofe Servants he Ihot in taking hi 
he was committed to Newgate , and hanged in i 
twenty fecond Year of his Age, at Tyburn , on F. 
day the 25th Day of September, 1713. 
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'he LIFE of Capt. U R A T Z, Highwayman , 
^ Murderer of Thomas Thynn, Efq; in the 
Pall-Mall. 




~>\HriJlopbcr Uralz, the youngeft Son of a very 
good Gentleman, and born in Pomerania , a 
. J Country adjoyning to Poland, having but a 
- fmall Patrimony left him, he was incited, thro' 
Slendernefs of his Fortune, to betake himfelf to 
'rlighway 5 and being a Man of a great Courage, 
undaunted Spirit, he ventured on fuch Attempts 
imfdf, which would not be undertook by half 
ozen Man ; for once John $ obi e ski. King of 
nd, who with the Duke of Lor rain, railed 
Siege of Vienna , going difguifed out of the 
- ijlian Camp, in Company only with three OfH- 
to obferve the Motion of the Turks , he inter- 
?d his CQming back, and robbed him and his 
ndants of as many Diamonds, which he fold 
Jew at Vienna, for about Sooo Ducatoons, be- 
taking from them a confidcrable Quantity of 
1 . Kehadalfo committed forne Robberies in 
rary; but having fomewhat of a more gene- 
Soul, than always to get his Dread by that 
autivc Way of living, lie was contrary to all 
*s of that Profeilion, not extravagant whilft he 
.tained himfelf by thole fearing Words, Stand 
Deliver ; therefore having Uved a good Purfe by 
he bought a Captain’s Com million in a Rcgi- 
in the Emperor of Germany' s Service. 

'hilft he was in this Poll, he became acquainted 
h Count Coningfmark , and came over with him 
England ; where the faid Count being baulked 
is Amours with a certain Lady by Thomas 
\n, Efq ; his ill Succcfs therein he fo highly 
ted,' th*t nothing could pacify his Refenttnent, 
he Death of his Rival. Captain Uratz being 
privy tc his Difguft, he procured two other 
Fins, namely, John Stern , a Lieutenant, and 
%e Borosky alias Boratzi , who, about a quar- 
ter Eight at Night, on Sunday the 12 th of 
(ary, 16S1, meeting Efquire Thynn riding 
is Coach up St. James's-Street, from the 
-CUefs of Northumberland's Boro ski, a Pc lander, 
him with a Blunderbufs, which mortify'd 
ifter fuch a barbarous Manner, that Mr. Hobbs, 
ninent Chyrurgeon, found in his Body four Bui- 
which had torn his Guts, wounded his Liver, 
^Stomach, and Gail, broke one of his Ribs, and 
ided the great Bone below, of which Wounds 
yed. 

lefe Murderers being taken the next Day and 
'd before jullice Bridgman , he committed them 
•iqr.z.v ; from whence being brought to the 
bailey on Tuefdav the 28th otFedruary follow- 
were try’d before the Lord Chief Jullice 
Vcrtrn ; and being call for their Lives, the Re- 
-or r pa EM Sentence of Death on them. 


Vi 


Whilft Captain Uratz was under Condemnation,, 
Dr. Anthony Horneck ; and Dr. Gilbert Burnet , the 
late Bifhop of Salisbury ; went to vifit him the 
firft of which Divines thus writes : “ That putting 

“ the Criminal in Mind of the All-feeing Eye above, 
“ who knew his Crimes, th6* he did conceal them 
i( from Man, he was pleas'd to tell me. That he 
“ had far other Apprehenfions of God, then I had ; 
“ and was confident God wouid confider a Gentle- 
4 ‘ man, and deal with him fuitably to the Condi- 
t( tion and ProfefTion he had plac'd him in ; and 
“ would not take it ill, ifa Soldier, who liv'd by 
“ his Sword, reveng'd the Affronts offer’d to him 
“ by another.” Ireply’d, That there was but one 
Way to eternal Happinefs ; and that God, in his 
Laws has made no Exception for any Sorts or De 
grees ofMen ; and confequently Revenge in a Gen- 
tleman, was a Sin God would not pardon without 
true Repentance, any more then he would forgive 
it in a Peafant. He asking me hereupon. What 
Repentance was ? I told him, itwasfo to hate the 
Sin we had done, that for the future no Argument 
fhould prevail with us to commit it again. To 
which he faid. That if he were to live, he fhould 
not forbear to give any one as good as he brings; with 
fome other Fxpreflions, which I am loth to repeat; 
for they made me fo melancholick, that I was 
forced to leave him. Yet I bid him confider what 
he had fard, as he lov’d his own Soul. The laft 
Time I vifited him, was on the 8th of March , 
whom, when I had faluted, I told him I hop’d he 
had taken his dangerous Condition into Conhderati- 
on, and wrought • himfelf into a greater Senfe of his 
Sins, then I could obferve in him when I was laft 
with him. He faid, he knew not what I meant 
by this Addrefs. I then explained my felf, gave 
him to underftand, that I fpake it with Relation to 
the late great Sin he had been engag'd in $ and 
that I hop’d his approaching Death had made him 
more penitent, than I had lound him t’othef- Dav, 
To which he reply .’d, That he was fcnfible he was 
a great Sinner, and had committed divers Enormi- 
ties in his Life-time, of which he truly repented, 
and was confident that God had pardon'd him ; but 
he could not well underftand the Humour of our 
Englijh Divines, who preE’d him to make particu- 
lar Declarations of Things they had a Mind he fhould 
fay, tho’ never fo folfe, or contrary to Truth ; and 
at this, he faid, he wondered the more, becaufe in 
our Church we were not for auricular Confeflion. 

I let him run on ; and then I told him, that he was 
much millaken in the Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land, who neither us’d to reveal private C$nfdfio.n, 
r.or oblige Offenders in fuch Cafes, to confels 'Filings 
\4 C • contrary 


i 


iSi A General 

contrary to Truth ; that this was both againll their 
Practice and their Principles:* The Confeflion, I 
laid, he was fo often exhorted to, was no private, 
but a publick Confeflion ; foMsd»s-£rime~ had^bewr 
-pubhck -Gonfeflion-* for as his Crime had been pub- 
lick, fo his Repentance and Confeflion ought to be 
publick too ; and farthermore, I told him, that 
Chrift' 6 Blood was a&ually applied to none but the 
true Penitent, and that true Repentance muft dif- 
cover it felf in Meeknefs, Humility, Tender-hearted - 
nefs, Compaflion, Righteoufnefs, making ingenious 
Confdions, and, fo far as we are able, Satisfa&ion 
too, elfe, notwithftanding the Treafure of Chrift' s 
Blood, Men might drop into Hell. Upon this, he 
replied, that he fear’d no Hell. I anfwer'd, pofli- 
bly he might believe none ; or, if he did, it might 
be a very eafy one of his own making. He Paid 
he was not fuch a Fool as to believe that Souls could 
fry in material Fire, or be roafted as Meat on a 
great Hearth, or in a Kitchin, pointing to the Chim- 
ney. His Belief was, that the Punifhment of the 
Damn’d confifted in a Deprivation of the gracious 
and beatifkk Prefence of God ; upon which Depri- 
vation, there arofe a Terror and Anguifti in their 
Souls, becaufe they had mifs’d of fo great a Happi- 
nefs. He added, that poffibly I might think him an 
Atheift ; but he was fo far from thofe Thoughts, 
that he could fcarce believe there was any Man fo 
fbttifh in the World, as not to believe the Being of 
a God, gracious, and juft, and generous to his Crea- 
tures ; nor could any Man, that was not either mad 
or drunk, believe Things came fortuicoufly, or that 
this World was govern’d by Chance I Paid that 
this Truth I approv’d of, and was glad to fee him 
well fettled in the Reafonablenefs of that] Principle ; 
and as for material Fire in the other World, -I would 
not quarrel with him for denying it, but rather hold 
with him, that the Fire and Brimftone fpoken of 
in Scripture, were but Emblems of thofe inward 
Terrors which would gnaw and tear the Confciences 
of impenitent Sinners ; but ftill this was a greater 
Puniihment than material Fire : And this Puaiflmient 
he had Reafon to fear, if he could not make it out 
to me, or other Men, that his Repentance was fin- 
cere. I was at firft in feme Doubt whether I would 
publifli the Captains Anfwers to my Queries and 
Expoftulations, becaufe fome of them favour of Pro- 
phanenefs ; yet, confidering that the Evangelift hath 
thought fit to acquaint the World with the peni- 
tent Expreflions of the other Malefaftor, I was wil- 
ling to follow that great Example, hoping that thofe 
loofeDifcourfos of the Man may ferveas Sea-marks to 
warn Paflengers from running upon thofe Sands. 
That which I chiefly obfetv’d in him, was, that Ho- 
nour and Bravery was the Idol he ador'd, a Piece 
of perpofterous Devotion, which he maintain’d to 
the laft, as if he thought it would merit Praifc, not 
to decede from what he had once faid, though it 
was with the Lofs of God’s Favour, and the Ship- 
wreck of a good Confcience. He confider’d God 
zs feme generous, ytt partial Prince, who would 
regard Men’s Blood, Defcent, and Quality, more 
than their Errors, and would give valt Grains of 
Allowance to their Breeding and Education ; and 
poflibly the flout Behaviour of fome of the ancient 
Roman Bravo’s, (for he had read Hiftory) might roll 
in his Mind, and tempt him to write Copies after 
thofe Originals ; or, to think that it was great to do 
ill, and to defend it to the laft. Whether after my 
laft Conference with him he relented, I know not : 
Thofe that faw him go to his Execution, obferv’d 
that he look'd undaunted, and with a Countenance 
fo fleady, that it feem’d to fpeak hi* Scorn, not on. 
ly of all the Spectators that look’d upon him, but 
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ef Death it felf. But I judge not of the Though 
of dying Men, thofe the Searcher of all Hear 
knows beft, to whom Men ftand or fall. 

Dr. Gilbert Burnet wrires thus of Captain Ur at*. 
It is certain, that never Man died with more Rei 
lution, and lefs Signs of Fear, or the Jeafl Difordi 
His Carriage in the Cart, both as he was led alor 
and at the Place of Execution, was aftoaiihing; 
was not only undaunted, but look’d chearful, a 
fmil’d often. When the Rope was put about 1 
Neck, he did not change Colour, nor tremble; 
Legs were firm under him. 1 He look’d often abc 
on thofe that flood in Balconies and Windows; i 
foom’d to fix his Eyes on fome Persons. Three 
four Times he fmil’d, He would not cover his F; 
as the refl did, but continu’d in that State, of 
looking up to Heaven, with a Chearfulnefs in i 
Countenance, and a little Motion of his Hands. [ 
faw him feveral Times in the. Prifon ; he flill ft j 
to the Confeflion he made to the Council, till the | 
Day qf his Life. He often faid to me, he w< | 
never fay any Thing but what he had faid at • J ; 
When I was with him on Sunday before his De ,. 
he ftill denied all that the Lieutenant and Polo 1 
had faid, and fpake feverely of them, chiefly o; » 
Lieutenant, as if he had confefs’d thofe Th t 
which he then call’d Lies, in Hopes of favinp 
own Life by it, or in Spite to him, that he n t 
not be pardon’d ; and all I could fay, could * 
change his Mind in that. I told him, it was in r 
for him to dream of a Pardon ; for I aflur’d hii if 
any kept him up with the Hopes of it, they dec i 
him. He had two Opinions that were, as I thoi 
hurtful to him ; the one was. That it was enou if 
he confefs’d his Sins to God, and that he wa * 
bound to make any other Confeflion ; and he the * 
that was a Piece of Popery to prefs him to cc 1 1 
He had another odd Opinion, alfo, of the H 
State: He thought the Damn’d were only exc { 
from the Prefence of God, and endur'd no other t| 
fery but that of feeing others happier than i t* 
felves ; and was unwilling to let me enter into i 
Difcourfe with him for undeceiving him. He l u 
was his own Affair, and he defir’d to be left to i 
felf. But he fpake with great Aflu ranee of ( If 
Mercy to him. I left him, when I faw that no g 
I could fay had any good EfFeft on him, and rei k d 
to have gone no more to him ; but when I undei Jd 
by a German Minifter that attended him, and b ie 
Meflage which I heard deliver’d in his Name t k 
Lieutenant and the Polander , the Night before is 
Execution, that he was in another Temper then v a 
I faw him laft, I went to him. He receiv’d ue 
more kindly than formerly ; moll of his Difc fe 
was concerning his going to the Place of Execi n, 
defiring it might be in a Coach, and not in a ( ; 
and when I pray’d him to think of that which n- 
cern’d him more, he fpake with great Aflu ranee, at 
it was already done ; that he knew God had for; en 
him : And when I wifh’d him to fee that he n ht 
not deceive himfelf, and that his Hopes, might n be 
ill grounded, he faid it was not Hope, but Ceru y; 
for he wasfure God was reconcil’d to him, thr ^ 
Chrift . When I fpake to him of confefling his ifi, 
he faid he had written it, and it would be pub 
to all Europe ; but he did not fay a Word conce n* 
it to me : So I left him, and faw him no more I 
met him at the Place of Execution. When he i# 
me, he fmil’d on me ; and wherea? I had fome 
warn’d him of the Danger of afFe&ing to be a 
terfeit Bravo , ( Faux brave) he faid to me, l Jrt 
1 fpake to him, 7 hat I JhoulJ fee it was not a fyk 
Bravery y hut that he was feat lefts to the la t j | 
wifh’d him to ceslider well upon what he groi lw 
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( Confidence: He (aid he was fare he was now to 
receiv’d iftto Heaven ; and that his Sins were for- 
en him. I ask’d him if he had any Thing to fay 
the people. He (aid No. After he had whif- 
jVd aihort Word to a Gemleman, he was willing 
Rope fhould be ty’d to the Gibbet. He call’d 
r the German Minifter ; but the Crowd was fuclv, 
At it was not pofiible for him to come near. So he 
ir’d me to pray with him in French', but I told 
In 1 could not venture to pray in that Language; 
fc:, fincehe underRood Englijh , I would pray in 
\glijh . I obferv’d he had fome Touches in his 
find, when I offer’d up that Petition, that for the 
<• ^e of the Blood of Chrife , the innocent Blood fhed 
i:hat Place might be forgiven ; ad that the^Cry of 
A one for Mercy, might prevail over thfr Cry of 
r other for Juitice. At thefe Words, ho look’d up 
j Heaven with the greateft Senfe that I had at any 
me obferv’d in him. After I pray’d, he faid Ao- 




thing, but that he was now going to be happy with 
God ; fo I left him. He continu’d in his undaunted 
Manner, looking up often to Heaven, and fometimes 
roundabout him, to the Spe&ators. After he and 
his two Fellow-SufFerers had Rood about a quarter of 
an Hour under the Gibbet, they were alk’d when 
they would give the Signal for their being turn’d off. 
He anfwer’d, that they were ready, and that the Cart 
might be driven away when it pleas’d the Sheriff 
order it. So, a little While after, it was driven a- 
way. And thus they all ended their Lives. 

As for Lieutenant Stem , the illegitimate Son of a 
Baron of Sweden, afterwards made a Count, and 
Borojky the Polander , they were very penitent froA 
firft to lafl, being with Captain Uratz , aged 38, exe- 
cuted in tte Fall-Mail on Friday the 10th of March 
1 68 1 -2 ; but Borojky was afterwards hung up in 
Chains, a little beyond Mile-End , by the Command 
of King Charles the Second. 


The LIFE of LEWIS HOUSSART. 


a S there is not any Crime more fhocking to 
l\ human Nature ,or more contrary to all Laws 
g X. human and divine, than Murder, fo perhaps 
re have been few Murders, in thefe laft Years 
nmitted, accompanied with more odd Circumftan- 
than that for which this Criminal fuffered. 

Lewis Houffart was born at Sedan , a Town in 
vnfaigne , in the Kingdom of Trance ; his own 
jer fays, That he was bred a Surgeon, and qua- 
ted for that Bujinefs ; however that were, he was 
e no better than a Penny Barber, only that he let 
. »od, and thereby got a little Money. As to the 
cier CircumRances of his Life, all we fhall fay of 
hi is, that while his Wife Anne Rondeau was Iiv- 
ij;, he married another Woman, and the Night of 
t- Marriage, before fitting down to Supper, he 
vnt out a little Space. During the Interval between 
1 1 and his coming in, it was judged from the Cir- 
cnRances, that he cut the poor Woman’s Throat, 
vo was his firii Wife, with a Razor. For this be- 
i ; apprehended he was tried at the Old-Baily ; but 
f Want of Proof fufficient was acquitted. Not 
lug after he was indi&ed for Bigamy ; upon which 
Hi&menc, fcarce making any Defence, he was 
find guilty. He faid thereupon, That he did not 
t uble himfelf to pre ferns c fo much as his Reputation 
i this RefpcSt, for in the firjl Place he knew they 
r, re refolded to conviCl him , and in the next Place 
4 firjl Wife was a Socinian, an irrational Creature , 
titled to the Advantages of no Nation nor People , 
i aufe (he was no ChriRian : and according as the 
v ipture fays, with fuch a One have no Converfation , 
t not fo much as to eat with them . ‘An Appeal 
x s then lodg’d againR him by Solomon Rondeau , 
ljDther and Heir to Anne his Wife ; yet that appear- 
i|i; to be defective, it was quafh’d, and he charged 
on another ; whereunto joining IlTue upon fix 
ints, they came to be tried at the Old-Bailey ; 
c lerethe following CircumRances appeared upon the 
* ual. 


That at the Time he was at Supper at his new 
Wife’s Houfe, he Rarted on a fudden, looked agali, 
and feemed to be very much frighted. A little Boy 
depofed, that the Prifoner gave him Money to go to 
his own Houfe in a little Court, and fetch the Mo- 
ther of the deceafed Anne Rondeau to a Gentleman 
who would be at fuch a Place and Ray for her. When 
the Mother returned from that Place, and found no- 
body wanting her, or that had wanted her, fhe was 
very much out of Humour at the Boy’s calling her ; 
but that quickly gave w r ay to the Surprize of finding 
her Daughter murder’d aRoon as (he enter'd the 
Room. This Boy who called her was very young ; 
yet out of a Number of Perfons tnat were in Newgate > 
he fmgled out Lewis Houffart , and declared that he 
was the Man who gave him Money to go for old Mi- 
Rrefs Rondeau. Upon this and feveral other corro- 
borating Proofs the Jury found him gnilty : Upon 
which he arraigned the JuRice of the Court, decla- 
ring that he was innocent, and that they might pu- 
nifh him if they would, but they could not make 
him guilty ; and much more to the like EfFeft. But 
the Court was not troubled at that ; and he fcarce 
endeavoured to make any other Defence. 

While in the Condemn’d-Hole, amongR the reft 
of the Criminals, he behaved himfelf in a very odd 
Manner, infifted upon it that he was innocent of the 
Fail laid to his Charge, and threw out moft oppro- 
brious Language againft the Court that condemn’d 
him ; and when he was advifed to lay affde fuc^i 
Heats of paftionate Expreftions, he faid, He was 
forty he did not more fully expofe the Britifh JuJlice 
upon the fpot at the Old-Baily, and that now, fence 
they had tied up his Hands from afling, he would 
at leajl have Satisfaction in frying what he 
pleafed. 

When this Houffart was firft apprehended he ap- 
peared to be very much afFefted with his Condition, 
was continually reading good Books, praying and 
meditating, and (hewing the utmoft Signs of a Heart 

full 
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full of Concern, and under the greateft Emotions ; 
but after he had been once acquitted, it made a tho- 
rough Change in his Temper: He quite laid afide 
all his former Gravity, and gave way, on the con- 
trary, to a very extraordinary Spirit of Obftinacy and 
Unbelief. He puzzled himfelf continually, and if 
Mr. Dcval, who was then under Sentence, would 
have given Leave, would have puzzled him too, as 
to the Do&rines of a future State, and an iden- 
tical Refurredtion of the Body, faying, he could not 
be perfuaded of the truth thereof in a literal Senfe, 
But Mr. Deval, after he had anfwered as well as he 
could thefe Objections once, refufed to hearken a fe- 
cond Time to any fuch Difcourfes, and was obliged 
to have Recourfe to harfh Language, to oblige him 
to defift. In the mean while his Brother came over 
from Holland , on the News of this dreadful Misfor- 
tune, and went to make him a Vifit in the Place of 
his Confinement ; where going to condole with him 
on the Weight of his Misfortunes, initcad of receiv- 
ing the Kindnefs of his Brother in the Manner it de- 
ferved, Houjfart began to make light of the Affair, 
and treated the Death of his Wife and his own Con- 
finement in fuch a Manner, that his Brother leaving 
him abruptly, went back to Holland , more fhocked 
at the Brutality of his Behaviour, than grieved for the 
Misfortune which had befallen him. 

It being a confiderable Space of Time that Houf- 
fart lay in Confinement in Newgate, and even in 
the CondemnM-Hole, he had there of Courfe Abun- 
dance of Companions ; but of them all he affetfed 
none fo much as John Shepherd, with whom he had 
Abundance of merry, and even loofe, Difcourfes ; 
once particularly, when the Sparks flew very quick 
out of the Charcoal Fire, he faid to Shepherd, See 
fee ! I wi/b there were fo many Ballets that might heat 
the Przfon doWn about our Ears ; and then 1 might die 
like Sampfon. 

It was near a Month before he was called up to 
receive Sentence ; after which he made no Scruple 
of faying. That fince they had found him guilty of 
Throat-cutting, lie would verify their Judgment by 
cutting his own Throat, Upon which when fame, 
who were in the fame fad State with himfelf, ob- 
jected to him how great a Crime Self-murder was, 
he immediatey made Anfwer, He was finished it 
was no Crime at all : And upon this he fell to argu- 
ing in Favour of the Mortality of the Soul, as if 
certain that it died with the Body, endeavouring to 
cover his Opinions with falfe Glofles on that Text in 
Gcnefis, wherein it is faid. That God breathed into 
Man a living Soul ; from whence lie would have 
inferred, That when a Man ceafe to live, he totally 
kjl that Soul ; and when it was asked of him, Wheie 
then it went, he faid. He did not know , ?icr did it 
much concern him . The Standers by, who, notwith- 
llanding their profligate Courfe of Life, had a na- 
tural Abhorrence of this Theoratical Impiety, re- 
proved him in very fharp Terms, for making ufeof 
iuch Expreffions ; upon which he reply *d. Ay t 
would you have me believe all the firange Notions 
that are taught by the Parfons ? that the Devil is 
a real Thing ? that our good God punijbes Souls for 
ever and ever ? that Hell is full of Flames from 
material Fire ? and that this Body of mine /hall 
feel it? Well, you may believe it if you pleafe, but 
it is fo with me that 1 cannot. 

Sometimes, however, he would lay afide thefe 
Sceptical Opinions for a Time, talk in another Strain, 
and appear mightily concerned at the Misfortunes he 
had drawn upon his fecond Wife and Child: He 
would then fpcak of Providence, and the Decrees 
cf God, with much feeming Submiflion, would 
own that he had been guilty of many and grievous 


Offences, and fay, V.at tie P unfit* ent of }a 
was juft, and defined the Prayers of the Minifier oj l j t 
Place, and thofc that were about him . 

When he refle&ed on the Grief it would give-ij 
Father, who was near 90 Years old, tohearoih 
Misfortunes, he was feen to filed Tears ; but as { n 
as thefe Thoughts were a little out of his Head, e 
refumed his former Temper, and was continue 
aflving Queflions in relation to the Truth ot the C- 
pel Difpenfation, and the Do&rines therein taugh f 
Rewards and Punifhments after this Life. Beir i 
Frenchman, and not perfectly verfed in our L . 
guage, a Miniller, of the Reformed Church of \ t 
Nation, was prevailed upon to attend him. Houjj t 
received him with toleiablc Civility, feemed plei I 
that he fhould pray by him, but iridudriouily wa [ 
all Difcourfes of his Guilt, and even fell out i» 
violent Paflions, if a Confeflion was prefled up 
him as a Duty. In this ilrange Way he confui. I 
the Time allotted him to prepare for anot ; 
World. 

The Evening before his Execution, the Fort 1 
Miniller, and he whole Duty it was to attend h ] 
both waited upon him at Night, in Order to 3 
courf# with him, on thofe Ilrange Not'ons he ( I 
of the Moitnlity of the Soul, and a total Ceflatioi f I 
Being after this Lie ; but when they came to fp : , 
to him to this Puipofe, he faid, They might ft •. I 
them/ elves any Arguments upon that Head , for he . I 
lieved a God and a Rejurteclion as firmly as they , J 
They then difeourfed to him of the Nature of a • 1 
ficient Repentance, and of the Duty incumbent u 1 I 
lum to confefs that gieat Crime for which he \ 
condemned, and thereby gwe Giory unto God. • 
fell at this into his old r l emper, and faid with fi • 
Paflion, If you will pray with me, VU thank ~ > I 
and pray with you as long as you pleafe ; but ij 1 
come only to torture me of my Guilt, I defy e you w i 
let me alone altogether. 

His Lawyers Having pretty well inftru&ed hin \ 1 
the Nature of an Appeal, and he coming thereb i 
know that he was now under Sentence of Deat t 
the Suit of the Subjed, and not of the King, he I 
very affiduous to learn where it was he was to aj f 
for a Reprieve • But finding it was the Relation, f 
his deceafed Wife from whom he was to expe£ , 
he laid afide all thofe Hopes, rightly conceiving 1 
Thing impofliblc to prevail upon People to fpare i 1 
Life, who had almofl undone thcmfelves in pioft • 
ting him. 

In the Morning of the Day of Execution he 5 
very much diilurbed at being refufed the SdCraml 
which, as the Minifier told min, could r,o t begii 
him without his Confeflion : Yet this d d not prev j 
he faid, 44 He would die then without rcce vin<j.| 
“ A French Miniller having before faid to £ , 

“ Lewis Houflart, fincc you ..re condemned on 1 
u Evidence, I mull inform you, that if you f e 1 
t( in this Denial, you can look for notning butte: 

u d , Houjfart replied, You mult look r 

“ Damnation vourfelf, for judging me guilty, wi 
i( you know nothing of the Mutter.” This coi • 
fed Frame of Mind he continued in, till he ence I 
the Cart for his Execution, perfifting all the Way: 
went in like Declarations of Innocence, tho* foil 
times intermixed with fhort Prayers to God to 1 - 
give his manifold Sins and Offences. 

At the Place of Execution he turned very p. » 
and grew very Tick. The Minifies told him, t. 
would not pray by him, unlefs he would confefs : 
Murder for which he died ; whereupon he faid, ? 
was very Jorry for that ; but if they would not p t 
by him he could not help it ; he would not confefs w t 
he was totally ignorant of. He perfiited even at ? 
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fyment of being tied up ; and when fuch Exhor- 
t.tons were again repeated, he faid, Pray do not 
f merit me ! Pray ceafe troubling of me ! I tell you 
Iwill not make myfelf worfe than I am. And fo 
faing, he gave up" the Ghofl, without any private 
I yer when left alone, or calling upon God or 
Irift to receive his Spirit : He delivered however 
a^aper, a Copy of which follows ; from whence 

0 Readers will receive a more exaft Idea of the 
A n than from any Pitture we can draw. 

« r Lovi HouJJart am 40 Years old, and was born 

1 [ in Sedan , a Town in Campaigne near Bcullo- 

• ois. I have left France above 14 Years. I was 
4 ipprentice to a Surgeon at Amjlcrdam , and after 

* .xamination was allowed by the College to be 
4 ualiHed for the Bufinefs ; fo that I intended to 
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‘ go on board a Ship as a Surgeon 3 but I coild 

* never have my Health at Sea. I dwelt fometime 

* at Maeftrickt in the Dutch Brabant , where my 
‘ aged Father and Mother now dwell. I travelled 

* thro’ Holland, and in almoft every Town. .My 

* twa Sifters are in France , and alfo many of my 

* Relations : for the Earth has fcarce any Family 
‘ more numerous than ours. Seven, or eight Years 
‘ I have been in London, and here I met with Anr.c 

* Rondeau , who was bom at the fame Village with 
‘ me, and therefore I loved her. After I had left 
c her, fhe wrote to me, and faid. She would. reveal 

* a Secret ; and (he told me, She had not been chafe , 
‘ and the Confequence of it was upon, her. Upon 

* which I gave her my beft Help and Aflllknce. 

* Since (he is dead, I hope fc her Soul is happy. 


The LIFE of JONATHAN WILD. 


Onathan Wild was the Son of mean Parents, 
but honeft and indudrious ; their Family con- 
%. fided of three Sons and two Daughters, whom 
tfc' maintained in the bed Manner they could 
fr n their joint Labours, he as a Carpenter, and 
fh by felling Fruit in Wolverhampton Market in 
St fordfoire. Jonathan was the elded of the Sons, 
ai having receiv’d as good an Education as his Fa- 
‘tlr’s Circumdances would allow him, he was put 
0 an Apprentice in Birmingham. He ferved his 
Tine with much Fidelity, and came up to Town in 
th Service of a Gentleman of the long Robe, 'about 
tl Year, 1704, ora little later. But not liking 
h Service he quitted it, and retired again to his 
o Employment in the Country, where he con- 
tiied to work diligently for fome Time. 

Vt lad growing fick of Labour, and dill entertain- 
ir a Deflre of tatting the Pleafures of London , thi- 
tPr he came a fecond Time and worked Journey- 
V.»rk at the Trade he was bred. But this not pro- 
d ing Money enough, to fupport thofe Expences 
h love of Pleafure threw him into, he got pretty 
dtply in Debt, was fuddenly arreded, and thrown 
in Woodjlreet Compter. Having no Friends to ^do 
ai Thing for him, he liv’d very hardly there, fcarce 
gating Bread enough to fupport him from the Cha- 
ri allowed to Prifoners, and what little Services 
h could render to Prifoners of the better Sort in the 
Cal. However, as no Man wanted Addrefs lefs 
tin Jonathan , fo no Body could have employed 
Rmore properly than he did upon this Occafion, 
f(' he got fo much into the Favour of the Keepers, 
t.t they quickly permitted him the Liberty of the 
Cte, and he thereby got fome little Matter for 
g ng of Errands. This let him above the very Pinch 
o Vant, and that was all ; but his Fidelity and Tn- 
d;ry in thefe mean Employments procured him fuch 
fyemamongft thofe in Power there, that they foon 
a ointed him an Under Keeper to thofe dilorder- 
1. Perfons who were brought in every Night. 

Jonathan now came into a comfortable Subfifl- 
a e, having learnt How to get Money of fuch People, 
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by putting them irito the Road of getting Liberty for 
themfelves. Here hornet with a Lady; who wdnt 
by the Name of Mary Milliner , and who foon taught 
him how "to gain yet much greater Sums then in his 
Way of Life, by Methods which he till then never 
heard of. By the help of this Woman, he grew ac- 
quainted with all the notorious Gangs of looie Perfons 
with in the Bills ofMortality, and was perfectly vers’d 
in the Manner by which they carried on their Schemes 
He knew where and how their Enterprizes were to 
be gone upon, and what Manner they difpofed of 
their ill got Goods, and having always an intrieguing 
Head, he fet up for a Director amongtt them, and 
foon became fo ufeful, that tho’ he never went out 
with any of them, yet he got more Money by their 
Crimes, than if he had been a Parmer therein, which 
upon one Pretence or other, he always declined. 

It muft be obferv’d that anciently when a Thief 
had got his Booty, there were Multitudes of People 
ready to help him off, with his Effefts without any 
more to do ; but this Method being totally bettroyed 
by an Aft patted in the Reign of King William, by 
which it was made Felony for any Perfon to buy 
Goods ttolen, knowing them to be fo, there were few 
or no Receivers to be met with ; thofe that ftill carri- 
ed on the Trade, taking exorbitant Sams for their 
own Profit, and leaving thefe who had run the Ha- 
zards of their Necks in obtaining them, the lead 
Share in the Plunder. This had like to have brought 
the thieving Trade to nought ; hut Jonathan quick- 
ly put Things again in order, and gave new Life 
to the Praftirioners in the feveral Branches of Steal- 
ing. The Method he took was this. 

As foon as any confiderable Robbery was com- 
mitted, and Jonathan received Intelligence by whom, 
he immediately went to the Thieves, and enquired 
how the Thing was done, where the Perfons lived 
who were injured, and what the Booty confided in 
that was taken away : Then pretending to chide 
them for their Wickednefs, and exhorting them to 
live honettly for the Future, he gave it them as 
his Advice, to lodge what chey had taken in a pro- 
4 D v per 
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per Place which he appointed, and promis’d to take 
fome Meafures for their Security, by getting the 
People to give them fomewhat to have their Goods 
reftored them again. Having thu* wheedled thofe 
who had committed a Robbery, into a Compli- 
ance with his Meafures, his next Bufinefs was to di- 
vide the Goods into feveral Parcels, and caufe them 
to be fcnt to different Places, always avoiding ta- 
king them into his own Hands. Things being in 
this Pofition, Jonathan and Mrs. Milliner went to 
the Perfons who were robbed, and after condoling 
the Misfortune, pretended that they had fome Ac- 
quaintance with a Broker, to whom certain Goods 
were brought, fome of which they fufpefted to be 
ftolen ; and hearing that the Perfon to whom they 
thus applied had been robb’d, they faid, they though 
it the Duty of one honeft Body to another, to in- 
form them thereof, and to enqt&e what Goods they 
were they loft, in order to difeover whether thofe 
they fpofee of were the fame or no. People who 
had fuch Lodes, are always ready to hearken to any 
Thing that has a Tendency towards recovering their 
Goods : Jonathan or his Miftrefs therefore, had no 
great Difficulty in making People Iiften to fuch Terms. 
In a Day or two therefore they were fure to come 
again, with Intelligence that they had found Part of 
the Things, and provided no Body was brought into 
Trouble, and the Broker had fomething tn Confi- 
deration of his Care, they might be had again. 

This Practice of Jonathan's, if well confidered, 
carries in it a great deal of Policy. For firft it 
feemed a very honeft Aft to prevail on evil Perfons 
to reftore the Goods which they had ftole ; and 
then ’twas a great Benefit to thofe were who robb’d, to 
have their Goods again upon a reafonable Premium $ 
Jonathan all the While taking apparently nothing, 
his Advantages arifing out of the Gratuity left with 
the Broker and out of what he had bargained to 
give to the Thief ; who alfo found his Ad vantage in it, 
the Rewards being very near as large as the Price 
given by Receivers, fince receiving became fo dan- 
gerous, and affording a certain Security into the Bar- 
gain. With refpeft to Jonathan , the Contrivance 
placed him in Safety from all the Laws then in Be- 
ing, fo that in a fhort Time he began to give him- 
felf out for a Perfon who made it his Bufinels to pro- 
cure ftolen Goods to their right Owners. When he 
firft did this, he afted with fo much Art, that he 
not only acquired a very great Reputation, not only 
from thofe who dealt with him, but even from Peo- 
ple of higher Station, who obferving the Induftry 
with which he profecuted Malefaftors, took him for 
a Friend of Juftice, and as fuch afforded him Coun- 
tenance. Certain it is, that he brought more Vil- 
lains to the Gallows, than perhaps any Man ever 
did, and fo fenfible was he of the Neceffity there 
was for him to aft in this Manner, that he conftant- 
ly hung up two or three of his Clients in a Twelve- 
month, that he might keep up that Charafter to 
which he had attained ; and fo indefatigable was he 
in the Purfuit of thofe he endeavoured to apprehend, 
that in all his Courfe of afting, never fo much as 
one fingle Man efcapcd him. 

When this Praftice of Jonathan's became noted, 
it produced not only much Difcourfe, but fome 
Enquiries into his Behaviour. Jonathan forefaw 
this, and in order to invade any ill Coufequence he 
put on upon fuch Occafions, as an Air of Gravity, 
and complained of the evil Difpofition of the Times, 
which would not omit a Man to ferve his Neigh- 
bours and his Country without Cenfure: Fordo 1 
not, quoth he, do the greateft Good , when 1 per - 
fuade People who have deprived others of their Pro- 
perties, to ref ore them again for a reafonable Conjider - 
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at ton : And the Villains whom I have brought t\ ( t 
fer P uni foment ? Do not their Deaths /hcw% V j 
Ufe I am of to the Country? Why then Jhoula'n 

pie afperfe me? Befides thefe Profcffions ofHoJ'U- 
two great Things there were which coutiibun ' tf 
his Prefervation, and they were chefe. bin! 
great Readinefs the Government always fhews 
tefting Perfons guilty of capital * Offences j, 
which Cafe ’ tis common to offer nor only Pa Dn 
but Rewards, to Perfons guilty, provided "they p 
Difcoveries ; and this Jonathan wa* fo ienhb< of 
that he did not only icrccn him fell* behind th.L 
nity of the fupreme Power, but made Ufe of ?j 
fo as a Sort of Authority taking upon him the J ia 
rafter of a Sort of a Min filer of Juftice; whit a f 
fumed Charafter of his, however ill founded, j v v 
of great Advantage to him in the Courfe ■ j ); 
Life. The other Point, which contributed tc 
him from any Profecutions, was the great W n©. 
nefs of People, who had been robbed, to n i#| 
their Goods, fo that provided for a fmall I V ter 
they could regain Things very confiderable he* 
were fo far from taking Pains to bring the 1 fen. 
ders to Juftice, chat they rhought the Pren m; 
cheap Price to get off. Thus by the Rigour the 
Magiftrate and the Lenity of the Subjeft. * Jo) fa* 
claim’d conllant Employment ; and according tin 
Cafe required, the poor Thieves were either h’<i 
up to fatisfy the juft Vengeance of the one, c >ro 
tefted and encouraged, to fatisfy the Demai cl 
the other. Perhaps iu all Hiftories there is ran 
Inftance of a Man who thus openly dallied w the 
Laws, and play’d even with capital Punf ent, 
If any Title can be devifed fuicable to Jom an'\ 
Charafter, it mull be that of Direttor Gem / d 
the united Forces of Highwaymen, Houfe-bt f ^ 
Foot-pads , Pick-Pockets and private Thieves. 5ow 
the Maxims by which he fupported himfelf thu 
dangerous Capacity, where thefe. In the firf lace 
he continually exhorted the Plunderers to It him 
know punftually what Goods they at asy Tim )ok, 
by which Means he had ic in hi; Power Co e a 
direft Anfwer to thofe who came to make qui- 
ries. If they complied faithfully with his In; idi- 
ons, he was a certain Protettor on all Occufioi and 
fometimes had Jntereft enough to procure th4 Li- 
berty when apprehended. But if they pre Bed 
to become Independent and defpife his Rules ?r if 
they threw out any threatning Speeches again heir 
Companions, or grumbled at the Compoiitit U 
made for them, m fuch Cafes as thefe, Will ook 
the firft Opportunity of putting them into tl In- 
formation of fome of his Creatures, or the firrefo 
Faft they committed, he immediately fet out ap- 
prehend them, and labour fo indefatigable cl em, 
that they never efcaped him. Thus he no only 
procured the Reward for himfelf, but alfo gai Jan 
Opportunity of pretending, that he not only n ored 
Goods to the right Owners, but alfo apprel’icicd 
the Thief as oleen as it was in his Powe In 
thofe Steps of his Bufinef: which were moll hard- 
ous, Wild made the People thcmfclves tafce t firft 
Steps, by publishing Advertifements of Thinj loll 
and direfting them to be brought to Mr. /7/i 
who was impowered to receive them, an pay 
fuch a Reward as the Perfon that loft diem thghi 
fit to offer. Wild i n this Capacity appeared no W 
wife than as a Perfon on whole Honour th? i ired 
People could rely. After he hnd gone on in chi: rade 
for about ten Years with Succefs, lie began to la fid* 
much of his former Caution, taking a larger *ule 
in the Great Old-Bailey, then that in wmch 1 for* 
mcrly lived, giving the Woman whom lie cal his 
Wife, abundance of fine Things, and keeping no* 
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|m Office for reftoring ftolen Goods. His Fame at 
|!l came to that Height, that Perfons of the higheft 
ualities would condefcend to make ufe of his Abi- 
ies when at any Infalation , publick Entry , or fome 
her great Solemnity, they had the Misfortune of 
flog their Watches, Jewels or other Things, of 
,al or imaginary Value. But as his Method of 
eating thole who applied to him for his Affiftance 
|,s been much reprefented, we fhali next give an 
I act and impartial Account thereof. 

In the frit Place, when a Perfon was introduced 
Mr. Wild' s Office, it was hinted to him, that a 
rown mull be depofited by Way of Fee for his Ad- 
ce. When this was complied with, a large Book 
is brought out : Then the Loofer was examin’d 
ith much Formality, as to the Time, Place, and 
inner, wherein the Goods became miffing ; and 
w en uas difmiffed with a Promife of careful Enqui- 
:s being made, and of hearing more concerning them 
a Day or two. Wild had not the leaf! Occafion 
.* thefe Queries but to am ufe the Perfon he alked ; 

' he knew beforehand all the Circumllances of the 
:>bbery much better than they did ; nay, perhaps 
d the very Goods in his Houfe when the Folks 
me iirll to enquire for them. When, according to 
; appointment, the Enquirer c^me the fecond Time 
natban took Care by a new Scene to amufe him : 
was told that Mr. Wild had indeed made Enqui- 
j s, but was very forry to communicate the Event of 
fcm ; for the Thief, who was a bold impudent Fel- 
Iv, rejefted with Scorn the Offer which had been 
i.dehim, pretending he could fell the Goods at 
£ double Price; and, in Ihort, would not hear a 
1 ord of Reftitution unlefs upon better Terms: But 
f s Jonathan , if I can but come to the Speech of him, 
j ’on t doubt bringing him to Rcafon. At length, af- 
t one or two more Attendances, Mr. Wild gave 
t : definitive Anfwer, That provided no ^ueJUons 
n re ajk* d, and you gave fo much Money to the Por - 
t who brought them you might have your Things re - 
/ "tied at fitch an Hour precisely. This was tranfatted 
\th an outward Appearance of Friendffiip on his 
lie, and with great feeming Franknefs and Genera- 
ls; but when you come to the laft Article, viz . 
Mat Mr. Wild expetted for his Trouble, then an 
irofcoldnefs was put on, and he anfwered with 
taal Pride and Indifference, That vjhat he did *was 
} r ely from a Principle of doing Good ; as to a Gra- 
ity for the Trouble he had taken , he left it totally to 
yrfelf you might do in it what you thought ft! And 
<en when Money was prelented to him, he received 
ivvith the fame negligent Grace, always putting you 
iMind that it was your own A 61, and that he took 
ias a great Favour, and not as a Reward. 

Thus by this Dexterity in his Management, he fen- 
<d himfelf again!! the Rigour of the Law, in the 
^idlt of thefe notorious Tranfgreffions of it: For 
pat could be imputed to Mr. Wild ? He neither law 
\z Thief, who took away your Goods, nor received 
i?m after they were taken : The Method he pui- 
id was neither difhoneil nor illegal, if you would 
lieve his Account on it, and no other than his Ac- 
unt of it could be gotten. Had he continued fatis- 
dwitli this Way of dealing, in all human Proba- 
bly he might have gone to his Grave in Peace * 
it he was greedy, and inftead of keeping confhnt 
this fafe Method, came at laft to take the Goods 
to his own Cultody, giving thofe that Hole them 
nat he thought proper, and then making fuch a 
rgain with the Lofer as he was able to bring him 
> to, fending the Porter himfelf, and taking with- 
1 it Ceremony whatever Money had been giving him. 
uas this happened only in the t*wo laft Years of his 


Life, it it fit we Ihould give fome Inftanccs of his 
Behaviour before. 

A Gentleman who dealt in Silks near Covent-Gar . 
den y had a Piece of extraordinary rich Damalk, oe- 
fpoke of him on Purpofe for the Birth-Day Suit of a 
certain Duke ; and the Lace- Man having brought 
fuch Trimming as was proper for it ; the Mercer had 
made the whole up in a Parcel, tied it at each End 
with blue Ribband, fealed with great Exa6tnefs, and 
placed on one End of the Compter, in Expedition 
of his Grace's Servant, who he knew was directed 
to call for it in the Afternoon* According the Fel- 
low came ; but when the Mereer went to deliver him 
the Goods, the Piece was gone, and no Account 
could poffibly be had of it. As the Mailer had been 
all Day in the Shop, fo there was no Pretence of 
charging any thing, either upon the CarelefsncL or 
Dithonelly of Servants. After an Hour’s freting 
therefore, feeing no other Remedy, he e’en detern.i* 
ned to go and communicate his Lofi> to Mr. Wild, 
in hopes of receiving fome Benefit by his Aftiftar.ee ; 
the Lofs conftfting not fo much in the Value of the 
Things, as in the Difappointment it would be to the 
Birth- Day, Upon this Confederation an Hackney* 
Coach was immediately called, and away he was or- 
dered to drive direttly to Jonathan's Houfe in the 
Old-Baily. As foon as he came into the Room, and 
had acquainted Mr. Wild with his Bufinefs, the ufual 
Depofite of a Crown being made, and the common 
Queilions of how, when and where , having been 
afk’d, the Mercer , being very impatient, faid with 
fome kind of Heat, Mr. Wild, tell me in a few 
Words , if it be in your Power to ferve me ; if it ts , / 
have thirty Guineas here ready to lay down ; but if 
you exp eft that I fhould dance Attendance for a Heck 
or two , 1 affure you I /hall not be willing to part 
with above half the Money . Good Sir , reply ’d Mr. 
Wild , have a little more Confideration: lam no Theif 
Sir, nor Receiver of Jlolen Goods ; jo that if you don't 
think fit to give me Time to enquire , you mufi e'en take 
what Meafures you pleafe. 

When the Mercer found he was like to be left 
without any hopes, he began to talk in a milder 
Strain, and with abundance of Intreaties fell to per- 
fuading Jonathan to think of fome Method to lerve 
him, and that immediately. Wild Hepped out a 
Minute or two and as foon as he came back, tcld the 
Gentleman, It was not in his Power to ferve him 
tn fuch a Hurry, if at all : However , in a Day or 
two he might be able to give him fome Anfwer? The 
Mercer in lifted, that a Day or two would leften the 
Value of the Goods one half to him ; and Jonathan 
infilled as peremptorily, that it was not in his Power 
to do any thing fooner. At laft a Servant came in a 
Hurry, and told Mr. I Hid, there was a Gentleman 
below defied to fpeak with him. Jonathan bowed, 
begged the Gentleman’s Piadon, and told him, he 
would wait on him again in one Minute. In about 
five Minutes he returned with a very fmiling Coun- 
tenance ; and turning to the Gentleman, faid, “ I 
proteft Sir, you are the luckilt Man I ever knew : 

“ 1 lpoke to one of my People juft now to go to a 
“ Houfe where I knew forae Lifters refort, and di- 
<c retted him to talk of your Robbery, and to fay, 

“ you had been with me and offered thmy Guineas 
“ for the Things again. This Story has had its 
“ EfFett, and if you go direttly home, I fancy you’ll 
“ hear more News of it than I am able to tel] you. 

** But pray, Sir, remember that the thirty Guineas 
4< was your own Offer, you are at free Liberty to 
“ give them, or let them alone ; ’tis nothing to me. 

“ though I have done all for you in my Power of 
“ Gratuity.” 

\ v.zy 
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Awa^ went the Mercer, wondering where this 
Affair would end ; but as he walked up Southamp- 
tcn-flreety a Fellow overtook him, patted him on 
the Shoulder, delivered him the Bundle unopened, 
and told him the Price was twenty Guineas. The 
Mercer paid it him dire&ly, and returning to Jona- 
than in half an Hour's Time, begged him to accept 
of the ten Guineas he had faved him for his Pains. 
Jonathan told him. That he had faved him nothings 
but fuppofed that the People thought twenty enough , 
eonjidering that they were now pretty fafe from Pro- 
jection. The Mercer dill preffed the ten Guineas 
upon Jonathan , who after taking them out of his 
Hand, returned him Five of them, and affured him, 
Ther.e was more than enough ; adding, % Tis Satisfac- 
tion enough Sir , to an honeft Man , that he it able to 
procure People their Goods again. This was a re- 
markable Indance of his Moderation he fometimes 
praftifed, the better to conceal his Villanies. We 
will add another Story, no lefs extraordinary. 

A Lady whofe Hufband was out of the Kingdom, 
and who had fent for her over-draughts for her Aftid- 
ance, to the amount of between fifteen hundred and 
two thoufand Pound, lod the Pocket Book in which 
they were contained, between Bucklers-bury and the 
Magpye-Ale-houfe in Leadenhall-ftreet , where the 
Merchant lived upon whom they were drawn. She, 
however, went to the Gentleman, and he advifed 
her to go direftly to Mr .Jonathan Wild. Accord- 
ingly to Jonathan fhe came, depofited the Crown, 
and anfwered the Quedions fhe afk'd him. Jonathan 
then told her that in an Hour or two's Time, poffi- 
bly fome of his People might hear who it was that had 
pick'd her Pocket. The Lady was vehement in her 
Defires to have it again, and for that Purpofe went fo 
far at lad as to offer an hundred Guineas. Wild 
upon that made Anfwer, “ Though they are of 
** much greater Value to you. Madam, yet they 
“ cannot be worth any Thing like it to them ; there - 
* fore keep your own Council, fay nothing in the 
“ Hearing of my People, and I'll give the beft Di- 
4 ‘ regions I am able for the Recovery of your 
“ Notes ; in the mean While, if you will go to any 
** Tavern near, and endeavour to eat a bit of Dinner, 
** I will bring you an Anfwer before the Cloth is 
taken away." She faid fhe was unacquainted 
with any Houfc thereabouts ; upon which Mr. Wild 
named the Baptif-Head. The Lady would not be 
Satisfied unlefs Mr. Wild promifed to eat with her : 
He at lad complied, and lhe ordered a Fowl and 
Saufages at the Houfe he had appointed. She wait- 
ed there ahout three quarters of an Hour, when Mr. 
Wild came over and told her he had heard News of 
her Book, defired her to tell out ten Guineas upon 
the Table in cafe die fhould have Occafion for them, 
and as the Cook came up to acquaint her that the 
Fowl was ready, Jonathan begged fhe would juft ftep 
down and fee whether there was any Woman waiting 
at his Door. The Lady without minding the My- 
flery, did as he defired her, and perceiving a Wo- 
man in a Scarlet Riding-Hood walk twice or thrice 
by Mr. Wild's Houfe, her Curiofity prompted her 
to gt> near her ; but recolle&ing fhe had left the Gold 
upon the Table up Stairs, fhe went and fnatched it 
up without faying a Word to Jonathan , and then 
running down again, went towards the Woman in a 
red Hood, who was dill walking before his Door. 
It feems fhe had guefs'd right ; for no fooner did fhe 
approach towards her, but the Woman came dire&ly 
up to her, and prefenting her her Pocket-Book, defi- 
red fhe would open it and fee that all was fafe : The 
Lady did fo, and anfwering, It was all right , the 
Woman in the red Riding-Hood faid. Here'' s another 


little Note for you. Madam : Upon which fhe \>e | 
her a little Billet, on the Out-fide of which was v,t c 
ten Guineas. The Lady delivered her the M.ey 
immediately, adding alfo a Piece for herfelf ; C(1 
fhe returned with a great deal of Joy to Mr. Itj 
and told him. She had got her Book y and would ^ 
eat her Dinner heartily. 

When the Things were taken away, fhe thoL 
it was Time to go to the Merchants, who prolL 
now was returned from Change ; but hrd thoug it 
neceffary to make Mr. Wild an handiome Prei U 
for which Purpofe, putting her Hand in her Po a 
fhe with great Surpirzc found her green Purfe ^ 


in which was the Remainder of fifty Guineas flu 
borrnu/pH of the Merchant in the Mornincr ; 


borrowed 

this fhe look'd very much confus'd, buT di< ot 
fpeak a Word.' Jonathan perceived it, and ; 
her, “ If fhe was not well. I am tol erab | 
“ Health, Sir r anfwered fhe , but amaz'd thai b: 
*, Woman took'but ten Guineas for the Book, hd 
“ at the fame. Time picked my Pocket of tty 
nine. Mr. Wild hereupon appeared in as a 
“ Confufion as the Lady\ and J'aid f He hoped flu a$ 
“ not in earned ; but if it were fo, begged he pt 
“ to didurb herfelf, for die fhould not lofe one tr- 
f thing." Upon this, Jonathan begging her ft 
dill, ftepped over to his own Houie, and ga\ h 
may be fuppofed, neceffary Di reft ions ; for i ti\ 
than half an Hour, a little Jew , that Wild 
bolted into the Room, and told him the W an 
was taken, and on the Point of going to the ( >t\ 
ter. “ You fhall fee, Madam, (replied Jona 
“ turning to rhe Lady) what exemplary Punifh 
u I’ll make of this infamous Woman." Then 
ing himfelf to the Jew, M Ahraham 9 (fays he fas 
“ the green Purfe of Money taken about her? 

“ Sir, (replied his Agent.) O la! (then fa i | 
“ Lady) I’ll take the Purfe with all my Hea 
“ would not profecute the poor Wretch fo hi 
“ World. Would not yon fo, Madam, (n d 
“ Wild) well then, we'll fee what’s to be d< 
Upon this he fird whifper’d his Emiftary, and cn 
difpatched him. He was no fooner gone, than, oo 
Jonathan % faying the Lady would be too lace a 1 
Merchant's, they took Coach, and dopped 
again ft the Compter Gate by Stocks-Market . 1 
Lady wonder’d at all this, but by that Time c/ 
had been in a Tavern there a very little Space, tkl 
comes Jonathan s Emiftary, with the green lisl 
and the gold in it. “ She fays, Sir, (fold tht ;!• 
low to Wild) fhe has only broke a Guinea o k 
“ Money for Garnifh and Wine, and he:e's a ki 
“ reftofir. Very well (fa ; s Jonathan) give to 
“ the Lady. Will you pleafe to tell it, Mai l! 

“ The Lady according did, and found there re 
“ forty-nine Guineas. Blefs me 1 (fays fhe) I nk 
t€ the Woman’s bewitch'd; fhe has fent mifo 
“ Guineas more than I fhould have had, No .’a- 
“ dam (replied Wild) fhe has fent you the ten Gu ras 
“ back again, which fhe receiv'd for the Boo* I 
“ never fuffer any fuch Practices in my Way ; ] b- 
“ liged her therefore to give up the Money fhod 
“ taken as well as that fhe had ftoln. The Ladj'as 
fo much confounded at thefe unaccountable Incic 
that fhe fcarcc knew what fhe did ; at lad recolle ng 
herfelf, “ Well, Mr. Wild , (fays fhe) then I ink 
“ the lead I can do is to oblige you to accept of ?fe 
<f ten Guineas. “ No, (replied he) nor of ten u* 
“ things ; I fcorn all Actions of fuch a Sort asi ch 
“ as any Man of Quality in the Kingdom : A.’ he 
“ Reward I defire, Madam, is, that you \vi f c- 
“ knowledge I have afted like an honeft Man, ;h 
4< Man of Honour." He had fcarce pronoted 
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hefe Words, before he rofe up, made her a Bow, 
ni went immediately down Stairs. We lhall add 
at one more Relation of this Sort, and then go on 
/ith the Series of our Hiftory. 

There came a little Boy with Viols to fell in a 
alket, to a Surgeon's Shop ; it was in the Winter, 
lien one Day after he had fold the Bottles that 
ere wanted, the Boy complained he was almoft 
ulFd to Death with Cold, and almoit ftarved for 
SCmt of Viduals. The Surgeon's Maid, in Compaf- 
011 to the Child, who was not above nine or ten 
lurs old, took him into the Kitchen, and gave 
im a Porringer of Milk and Bread, with a Lump 
r two of Sugar in it. The Boy eat a little of it ; 
;en laid, 1 He had enough, gave her a thoufand Blef- 
]£:, and maiched off witn a Silver Spoon, and a 
ur of Forceps of the fame Metal, which lay in 
.e Shop as he palled through. The Inlirument was 
It miffed, and tise beared after it occnfioned their 
ifEng the Spoon ; yet noBody fufpg&ed any thing of 
e Boy, though they had all fecn him in the Kitchen. 
The Gentleman of the Houfc, however, having 
me Knowledge ©1 Wild, and not living far from 
e Old-Bailey , went immediately to him for his 
dvice. Jonathan called for a Bottle of White 
ine, and ordered it to be mull'd. The Gentle- 
an knowing the Cuftom of his Houfe, laid down 
e Crown, and was going on to tell him the Man- 
r in which the Things were miffed , but Mr. 
V Id ib$n cut him Ihorr, by faying, c Sir, llep into 
the next Form a Moment, herc'3 a Lady, com- 
ing hither : You may depend upon my doing any 
Tiling chat is in my Power ; and prefenily wc'il 
talk the *Thing over at Liefure.' The Gentleman 
:nt into the Room where he was directed, and faw, 

1 th no little Wonder, his Forceps and filver Spoon 
* ng upon the Table. He had hardly took them 

I to look at them, before Jonathan entered, ‘ So 
Sir, faid he, I fuppofe you have no farther Oc- 
h '3 lion for my Ailillance. Yes indeed I have, faid 
idle Surgeon, there are a great many Servants in our 
'Family, and fome of them will certainly be blam- 
ed fer this Tranfadion, fo that I am under a Ne- 
‘teffity of begging, that you w ill let me know how 
they were itolen ? I believe the Thief is not far 
‘aff, quoth Jonathan , and if you'll give me your 
Word he fhill come to no Harm, Til produce 
him immediately.' The Gentleman readily con- 

i feended to thi* Proportion, and Mr. Wild ftep- 
ig out for Minute or two, brought in the young 
iol Merchant in his Hand. Here Sir, fays Wild, 

. you know this hopeful Youth, Yos, anfwered the 
irgeon, but I could never have dreamt chat a Crea- 
te fo little as he, could have had fo much Wick- 
<nefs in him ; However, as I have given you my 
'ord, and as I have had my Things again, I will not 
ftly pafs by bL robbing me, but if he will bring me 
btilcs again, I fhail make ufe of mm as I ufed 
i do. 1 believe you may, added Jonathan , when 
1 ventures into you Houfe again. But it feems 
i was herein mifhken, for in left than a Week 
: erw ards the Boy had the Impudence to come and 
* - er his Viols again ; upon which the Gentleman 
t only brought of him as ulua], but ordered two 
*aartj of Milk to be kt on the Fire, put into it 
0 Ounces of glifler Sugar, crumm'd it with a 
-.uplc of penny Bricks and obliged this nimble 
• ger'd Youth to eat it every Drop up before he 
Vnt out of the Kitchen Door; and then, without 
Hher Correction, huriied him about his Bufinefs, 
This was the Channel in which Jonathan s Bufi- 
fs u fa ally ran, till he became, at laft fo very no- 
riC *-S that an A hi of Parliament pafifed, levelled 


diredly againft fuch Praflices, whereby Perfons who 
took Money for the Recovery of itolen Goods, and 
did adually recover fuch Goods without apprehend- 
ing the Felon, fhould be deemed guilty of Felony ia 
the. fame Degree with thofe who committed the Rob- 
bery. After this became a Law, a certain honour- 
able Perfon fent to Jonathan to warn him of going 
on any longer at his old Rate, for that it was now 
become a capital Crime, and if he was apprehend- 
ed for it, he could expert no Mercy. Jonathan 
received the Reproof with Abundance oflhankful- 
ncls and Submiflion, bur never alteied the A4anner 
of his Behaviour in the leaf!, but on the contrary, 
did it more openly and publickly than ever. Indeed, 
to compenfatc for this, he feemed to double his 
Diligence in apprehending Thieves, and brought the 
moit notorious araongfl them to the Gallows, even 
tho' he himfelf had bred them up in their Art. 

Of thefe none was fo open and apparent a Cafe 
as that of Blake, all as Blueskin. This Fellow had 
from a Child been under the Tuition of Air. // ; /_£ 
who paid for the curing his Wound?' whil ft he was 
in the Compter, allowed him three Shillings and fix 
Pence a W eek for Subfiftence, and afforded his Help 
to get him out at lail ; yet foon after this he aban- 
doned him to his own Condurt, and in a fhert Space 
cauled him to be apprehended for breaking open the 
Houfe of Mr. Knee hone, which brought him to the 
Gallows. When this Fellow came to be tried, Mr. 
Wild afTured him. That his Body fhould be hand- 
somely interred in a good CofEn at his own Expcnce. 
M his was ft range Comfort, and fuch as by no Means 
fuited with Bluejkin ; who infixed peremptorily upon 
a Franiportation Pardon, which he laid ne was lure 
Jonathan had Intereft enough to procure for him : 
But upon Wild's alluring him that he had not, and 
that it was in vain for him to flatter himfelf with 
luch Hopes. Bluejkin was at laft in fuch a Paflion, 
that though this Diicourfe happened in the Preience 
ot the Court then fitting, Blake could not forbear 
taking Revenge for what he took to be an lnfult 
on him ; artd therefore clap’d one Hand under Jo- 
nathan s Chin, and with the other cut him a leugc 
GaJh a-crofs the Throat, which every Body at the 
i ime it was done judged mortal. Jonathan: \va& 
carried off, all covered with Blood ; and though at 
that I ime he profelTsd the greateft Refen ttnent for 
fuch bafe Uiage, affirming that he had never de- 
ferred to be fo treated ; yet when he afterwards 
came to be uider Sentence of Death himfelf, he re- 
gretted prodigioufly the Efcape he then made, often 
u ifoing that Blake had put an End to his Life, ra- 
ther than left him to fo ignominious a Fate. Indeed 
it was not Blake alone, who had entertained Notions 
of putting him to Death ; he had dilobiiged almoll 
the whole Group of Villairs, 2 nd there were Num- 
bers of them who had t^ken it into their Heads 
to deprive him of Life His Elcapes in the appre- 
hending fuch Perfons were fometimes very nanow, 
having received Wounds in almoft every Par: of 
his Body, had his Skull twice fractured, ai*d his 
whole Conftitution fo broken by theie Accident, 
and the great Fatigue he went through, that when 
he fell unoer the Misfortunes which brought him 
to his Death, he was fcarcc able to Hand upright, and 
never in a Condition to go to Chappel. 

But we have broke a little into the Thread of our 
Hiftory, and muil therefore go back, in order to 
trace the Caufes which brought on Jonathan s kft 
Adventures, and finally his violent Death, which wt 
fhail now relate in the cleared and cor.cifeil Manner 
that the Thing will allow. 

The Practices of this Criminal continued lerg af- 
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ter the Aft df Parliament, and that in fo notorious 
a Manner at laft, that the Magiftrate* of London and 
Middle] ex thought themfclves obliged to take Notice 
of him. This occafioned a Warrant to be granted 
ngiinft him, by a worfhipful Alderman of the City ; 
upon which Mr. Wild being apprehended fomewhere 
near Woodftreet, he was carried into the Rofe Spung- 
ing-Houle. While he waited the Lcifure of the Ma- 
giitrate who was to examine him, the Crowd was 
very great j whereupon with his wonted Hypocrify 
he harangued them to thii Purpofe. I ‘wonder , good 
People, what it is you would fee ? 1 am a poor bo - 
nefl Man, whe have done all I could to ferve People 
when they have bad tbe Misfortune to lofe their Goods 
by the Villainy offhieves : I have contributed more 
than any Man living , in bringing the moft daring 
and notorious Malefactors to Jujhce : 1 et now by 
tbe Malice of my Enemies , you fee 1 am in Cuflody , 
and am going before a Magiftrate , who 1 hope will 
do me Juflice . Why fhould you infult me therefore ? 
I don't know that 1 ever injured any of you : Let 
me intreat you, as you fee me lame in Body, and in- 
flicted in Mind, not to make me more uneafy than 1 
can bear . If I have offended againfl the Law it 
will puni/h me, but it gives you no right to ufe me 
ill , unheard and unconvided. The People of the 
Houfe, and the Compter Officers, by this Time, had 
pretty well cleared the Place ; upon which he began 
to compofe himfelf, and defired them to get a Coach 
to the Door, for that he was unable to walk. A - 
bout an Hour after, he was carried before a Juflice 
and examined, and thereupon immediately committed 
to Newgate. He laid there a confiderablc Time be- 
fore he was tried ; at laft he was convifted capital- 
ly, upon the following Faft. 

He was indifted on the afore mentioned Statute, 
for receiving Money for the refloring floien Goods, 
without apprehending the Perfons by whom they 
were ftolen. In order to fupport this Charge, the 
Profecutrix, Catherine Stephens, depofed as follows : 
On the 2 2 d of January, I had two Perfons, came 
into my Shop under Pretence of buying fome 
Lace , they were fo difficult that I had none below 
would pleafe them ; fo leaving my Daughter in the 
Shop, I Hepped up Stairs and brought down another 
Box ; we could not agree about the Price, and fo 
they went away together. In about half an Hour 
after, I miffed a tin Box of Lace that I valued at 
fifty Pound. The fame Night I went to Jonathan 
Wild's Houfe, but not meeting with him at Home, 
I advertifed the Lace that I had loft, with a Reward 
of fifteen Guineas, and no Queftions afk’d : But hear- 
ing nothing of it, I went to Jonathan's Houfe again, 
and then met with him at home : He defired me to 
give him 2 Defcription of the Perfons that I fufpeft- 
ed, which I did, as near as I could ; and then he 
told me, That he would make Enquiry, and bid 
me call again in two or three Days. I did fo, and 
then he faid. That he had heard fomething of my 
Lace, and expefted to know more of the Matter in 
a very little Time. I came to him again on that 
Day he was apprehended, and told him, that tho’ 
1 had advertis’d but fifteen Guineas Reward, yet I 
would give twenty or twenty five Guineas, rather 
than not have my Goods. Don’t be in fuch a Hur- 
ry, (fays Jonathan) I don’t know but I may help 
you to it for lefs ; and if I can I will ; The Perfons 
that have it aie gone out of Town, I (hall fee them 
to quarrelling about it, and then I fhall get it the 
cheaper. On the toth of March he fent me Word, 
That if I could come to him in Newgate, and 
bring ten Guineas in my Pocket, he would help me 
to the Lace. I went ; he defired me to call a Por* 


1 

ter ; But I not knowing where to find one he k 
a Pcrfon who brought one that appeared to b« 
Ticket-Porter: The Prifoner gave me a Lette 
which he faid was fenc him as a Direction where 
go for the Lac« ; bat I could not read, and fo' 
delivered it to the Porter. Than he defired me 
give the Porter the ten Guineas, or elfc (he faid) t 
Perfons that had the Lace would not deliver it. 
gave the Porter the Money ; he went away and in 
little Time returned, and brought me a Box th 
was fealed up, but not the Box that was loll, 
opened it, and found all my Lace but one Pice 
Now Mr. Wild (fays 1) what mull you have 1 
your Trouble ? Not a Farthing, (fays he) not a F; 
thing for me : I don’t do theie Things for wor 
ly lntcrell, but only for the good of poor Pcoj 
that have met with Misfortunes. As for the Pie 
of Lace that is Miffing, I hope to get you e’er 
be long ; and I don’t know but that I may ht 
you not only to your Money again, but to the Th 
too ; and if I can, as you are a good Woman, a 
a Widow and a Chriitian, I defire nothing of y 
but your Prayers, and for them I fhall be that «4 
ful. I have a great many Enemies, and God kne 
what may be the Conitquence of this imprili 1 
ment. 

The Faft fuggefted in the Indiftment was 1 
doubtedly fully proved by this Depofition ; and tl 
it happened in Newgate, and after his Confineme 
yetiiihll coninued as muen a Crime as if it 1 
been done before. The L~w therefore condemt M 
him upon it. But if he had even efcaped tl I 
there were ocher Fufts of a Ike Nature, which { 
eviubly would have deilroyed him j for the 1 
Years of his Life, inftecd of growing more prud 
he became lefs fo ; and the Blunders he commit ,| 
were very little like the Behaviour of Jonathan 
the firll Years of his Practice. When he was brou 
up to the Bar to receive Sentence, he appeared to 
very much dejefted, and when the ulual Quell ( 
was propofed to him, IVhat have you to fay n ty 
Judgment of Death jhohld not pafs upon you ? 
lpoke with a very feeble Voice in the follow 
'i erms, 

My Lord, I hope 1 may even in the fad Condii 1 
in which 1 fland, pretend to fome little Merit 
refpeCt to the Service 1 have done my Country, in t4l 
liver ing it from Janie of the great efi Pejts with W » 
it was ever troubled. My Lord, l have brou 
many bold and daring Malefactors is j,ufl Pun* 
ment , even at the Hazard of my own Life , my B 
being covered with Scars I received in tbefe Una • 
taking. 1 prefume, my Lord, to jay , 1 have fx 
Ment, becaufe at the ‘Time the likings were d * ■ 
they were ejleemed meritorious by the Governme \ 
and therefore 1 hope, my Lord, fome Companion U 
be (hewn on the Score of thofe Services. I fub t 
my f elf wholly to His Majftfs Mercy, and hutr.'i 
beg a favourable Report of my Cafe. 

When Sir William Thompfon pronounced Sente: > 
of Death, he fpoke particularly to Wild , put him 1 
Mind of thofe Cautions he had received of going 
in Praftices, rendered Capital by a Law, made 
Purpofe for preventing that infamous Trade of • 
coming Broker for Felony, and (landing in the M - 
die between the Felon and the Perfon injured, in - 
der to receive a Premium (or Rcdreif. And wli 
he had properly dated the Nature and Aggravates 
of his Crime, he exhorted him to make a better 1 5 
of chatfmall Portion of Time, which the Tender! s 
of the Law of England allowed Sinners for Rep • 
tance, anddefirei he would remember this Adfl- 
nition, though he had flighted other* 5 as to : 
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ielirt, he told him, him, he »rght depend on Jufhce, 
)ogut not to hope for more, 
i.jjcr L'onvidtion, no Man who appeared upon 
>th Occaiiom to have to much Courage, ever (hew- 
iide. When Clergymen took the Pains to vi- 
, t m, and inllrudl him in thofe Duties which it 
irc|iie a dy mg Man to practice, though he heard 
vwMoJt Interruption, yet he heard them coldly, 
•is continually fuggeiting Scruples and Doubts 
iv; a future State, aud putting frequent Cafes of 
.e ifon .blenefs and Lawfulness of Suiciae, where 
noaiinious Death was inevitably, and the Thing 
>erpe: rated only to avoid Shame. He was more 
iJ,y iwajed to fuch Notions, he pretended, 
oJ ti.e Examples of the famous Heroes ofAntiqui- 
» \ho, to avoid dilhonourable Treatment, had gi- 
ei hemitlves a fpcedy Death. As fuch Difcour- 
-s srewiia: took up moil of the Time between his 
en|nce *and Death, lb they occafioned fome very 
e Lectures upon this Head, from the charitable 
)ivtcs who vifited him. Ona Letter was written 
> n by a learned Perlon, of which a Copy has been 
rc red. ’Tis an excellent Piece, but too long to 
I (erted. 

‘ Hath An pretended to be overcome with thefe 
l ms, but it plainly appeared that in this lie was 
1 .pocrite ; for the Day before his Execution, not 
it landing the Keeper* had the ftri&elt Eye on 
uc imaginable, fome-body conveyed to him a Bot- 
: Liquid Laudanum, of which having taken a 
:r urge Quantity, he hoped it would prevent his 
il . at the Gallows. But as he had not been fpa- 
|£u the Dofe, fo the Largenefs of it made a fpee- 
j (iteration in him, which being perceived by his 
*l).v Prifoners, feeing he could not keep open his 
Vhat the time that Prayers were faid, they walked 
(h bout ; which firE made him fweat exceedingly 
id ien very Tick : At laft he vomited, and they 
mining llill to lead him, he threw the greateit 
lr of the Laudanum off from his Stomach. He 
n mined notwithstanding that, v»ry drowfy, ftupid 
d nablc to do any thing but gafp out his Breath, 
e ent to Execution in a Cart, and the People, in- 
uof exprelfing any Companion, threw Stones and 
bill the Way he w r ent along, reviling and curfing 
n 0 the lafi, and plainly (hewing by their Beha- 
)i , how much his Crimes had made him abhor- 
id When he arrived at Tyburn , having gathered a 
.^Strength, (Nature recovering from the Con- 
j!l ns into which the Laudanum had thrown him) 
le xecutinocr told him. He might take nvhat Time 
: yafed to prepare for Death. He therefore far 
in the Cart for fome fmall time, during which 
ie People were fo uneafy, that they called out in- 
cfiitly to the Executioner to difpatch him, and 
1 11 thredtHed to tear him in Pieces, if he did not 
e m up immediately. Such a furious Spirit was 
ary ever difeovered in the Populace, whogeneral- 
t ihold even the Strokeof Juftice with Tears ; but 
5 r were they from it in this Cafe, that had a Re- 
de? really come, ’ti> highly queitionable whether 
icPrifoncr could ever have been brought back 
• it Safety. 

• fors we part with Mr. Wild , ’tis requifitc to fay 


fomething of his Wive*. His firft was a poor honeft 
Woman, who contented herfelf to live at Woo her- 
hampton , with the Son (he had by him, without 
ever putting him to any Trouble, or endeavouring to 
take upon her the Title of Madam Wild , which his 
laJt Wife did with the greateft AfFe&ation. The next 
was the aforementioned Mrs. Milliner, with whom 
he continued in very great Intimacy after they liv'd 
ieparately, and by her means he firit carried on the 
Trade of detecting (tolen Goods. The Third was 
one Betty Man , a Woman of the Town in her young- 
er Years, but fo fuddenly (truck with the Horrour 
of her Offences, that on the Pcrfuafion of a Romijb 
Prieft (he turn’d Papiji, and appearing exceedingly 
devout and thoroughly penitent for all tier Sins. // ild 
even retained fuch an Impreffion of the oanCtity of 
this Woman, that he ordered his Body to be buried 
next hers in Pancras Cburch-Tard ; which his Friends 
faw accordingly performed, about two a-Clock in 
the Morning after his Execution. The next of Mr. 
Id ild' s Sultana 1 s was Sarah Perrin , alias Grayjione , 
whe furviv’d him. The fifth was Judith Nunn , by 
whom he had a Daughter; who at the time of his 
Deceafe might be about ten Years old, both Mother 
and Daaghter being then living. The fixth and Ja(t 
was the celebrated Madam Wild. This remarkable 
Damfel before her firit Marriage was known by the 
Name of Mary Bronson, afterwards by that of Mrs. 
Dean, being Wife to Skull Dean, who was executed 
about the Year 1716 or 1717 for Houfe breaking. 
Some People have reported that Jonathan was rcccf- 
fary to the Hanging him, merely for the Sake of the 
Reward, and the Opportunity of taking his Relict ; 
who, whatever Regard (he might have for her fir ft 
Hufband, is currently reported to have been fo much 
affeCted with the Misfortunes of the latter, that (he 
twice attempted to make away with herfelf after (he 
had the News of his being under Sentence. By this 
Hit Lady he left no Children, and but two by his 
three other Wives, w r ho were living at the Time of 
his Deceafe. 

As to the Perfon of this Man, it was homely to 
the greateit Degree ; there being fomething remark- 
ably villainous in his Face, which Nature had im- 
printed in (Longer Terms, than perhaps (he ever did 
upon any ether. However, he was (trong and aCtive, 
a Fellow of prodigious Boldnefs and Relolution, 
which made the Pufillanimity (hew at his Death 
more remarkable. He was not at all (hy in owning 
his Profeflion, but on the contrary bragged of it up- 
on all Occcafions ; into which perhaps he was led by 
that ridiculous RefpeCt which was paid him, and the 
Meannefs of his Spirit fome Perfons of DiitinCtion 
were guilty of in talking to him freely. Common 
Report hasfwelled the Number of Malefactors exe- 
cuted thro’ his Means, to no lefs than one hundred 
and twenty; Certain it is, that they were very nu- 
merous, as well in Reality as his own Reckoning. It 
has been faid that there was a confiderable Sum of 
Money due to him for his Share in the Apprehen- 
fion of feveral Felons at the very Time of his Death, 
which happened on Monday the 24th of May, 1725, 
he be<ng then about 42 Yea^s of Ags. 
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The LIFE of TOM JONES. 


T | 0 M JONES was bom at Nevocaflle upon 
Tine, in the County of Northumberland ; 
where his Father, being a Clothier, brought 
him up to the fame Trade. He follow’d this Cal- 
ling till he was two and twenty Years of Age, though 
not without difcovering his vicious Inclinations many 
Years before, by running in Debt, and taking to all 
manner of irregular Courfes. At laft, being reduc’d 
to Extremity, he refolv’d at once to apply himfelf to 
the Highway, as the only Way left to retrieve his 
Fortune. A very odd Way indeed ! but what is too 
©ften embrac’d by reduc’d Extravagants. 

To make a Beginning, he robb’d his Father of 80/. 
and a good Horfe ; upon which he rode crofs the 
Country with all Speed, for fear of beisg purfu’d. 
The Devil, he knew, was fometimes apt to leave his 
Children in the Lurch ; and therefore he thought it 
fafer to truft to th« Legs of his Horfe, than ro his 
good Fortune. This, and the confcious Dread of 
juftice, which is always ready to terrify young Vil- 
lains, occafion’d his galloping 40 Miles before he 
flopp’d ; all which Way, he was afraid of every one 
he faw, and every Noifc he heard. 

After this, riding into Staffordfhire , and meeting 
a Stage-Coach, with feveral PafTengers in it, he com- 
manded the Coachman to flop, and the People within 
to deliver. Some of the Gentlemen were refolute, 
and refus’d to comply with his Demand ; upon which 
he fir’d feveral Piftob, taking Care to do no Hurt ; 
and ft ill preferving three or four, well loaded, for his 
Defence, if he (hould have Occafion of them. The 
Fright which the Gunpowder put a Couple of Ladies 
into, who were in the Coach, obliged the Gentlemen 
to furrender, before there was any Mifchief done ; 
and Tom rode off with a confiderable Booty. 

There is a pleafant Story related, as the Confe- 
Guence of this Adventure, which we beli«ve ic will 
not be amifs to rehearfe. A Monkey, belonging to 
one of the Palfengers, being ty’d behind the Coach, 
was fo frighten’d at Jones' s firing, that with fkipping 
about, he broke his Chain, and ran about the Fields 
lb that the Owner could not catch him again. At 
Night, a Country-Fellow coming over a Stile, Pug 
leap’d out of the Hedge upon his Back, and there 
hung very fall. The poor Man, having neverfeena 
Monkey before, imagin’d the Devil had laid hold of 
him, in which Opinion he ran Home, and thunder’d 
at the Door like a mad Man. His Wife look’d out 
at Window, and afk’d hipi what he had got. He 
told her, the Devil ; begging fhe would go to the 
Parfon, and require his Aftillance. Nay , quoth fhe, 
jou fall not bring the Devi! in here. If you belong to 
bim> l don t : So pray be content to go without Co?n- 
pr.?y. Poor Hob was oblig’d to wait at his Door, 
till a Man, a little wifer than his Neighbours, came 
by, and with a few Apples and Pears, difpoffel's’d the 
unfortunate Wretch,' who was very willing to let our 
Exorcift keep the Devil for his own Ufe, as a Re- 
ward for this ftgnal Piece of Service ; And he, upon 


hearing the Monkey cry’d, carry’d him t;| 
Owner, and receiv'd a Reward. 

An Attorney of Clifford 1 s-Jnn, whofe Narr vi 
Story , having been drinking at a Friend’s Ha 
the Country till he was entirely drunk, as he 1 1 
ding along the Road towards Town, he was rft 
tated to alight and tie his Horfe to a Tree, wl 
went under a Hedge to untrufs a Point, It ws 
Jones' s Fortune to come by in the Interim ; \ l 
upon he alfo difmounted, with the fame Pre I 
As foon as Story had done, Jones commands 
to deliver his Money ; but he, being in the ( 
tion juft mention’d, took no Notice of wh. 
faid : Whereupon our Highwayman caught 1 
the Collar, and began to lhakc him. Have 1 
what you do , fays the Attorney, for 1 am bri. 
and jball run over if you move me ever Jo little, 
full of what ? quoth Jones. Of Liquor s, 1 
the other. But y tis your Money I want , Si 11 
you brim full of that ? If you are , run over as ^ 
you pie afe. Story was fo lick he could fpeak no 
but, before Jones was aware, giving a great 
he difeharg’d a large Quantity of his Friend’s 
into the Face of our Adventurer, which almofl 
ed him, and fet him to fwearine like a mad 
At laft, having clear’d his Phyz with a Handkt 
he put his Hand into the Attorney’s Pockei 
oblig’d them to difeharge fix Pounds odd IV 
which fhining Vomit a little pacify’d him, am 
him forgive the Affront, and l'uffer our drunker 1 
who was by this Time a little foberer, to rei 
and ride off. 

Tom was by this Time fo grounded in Vice 
nothing lefs powerful than the Gallows was: I 
convert him from his wicked Courfes. This 
deed, commonly the laft Teacher which fuch W 
have ; and he never fails to make them ai ho 
any of their Neighbeurs, and as quiet as any 1 
Defendants of Adam , who have been depar 
Peace fome Thoufands of Years. The l'ooi 
does his Duty, ’tis generally the better. 

But this is another Digrelfion from ourHiflo? 
which we now return. Not long after the cc 
ting of the above recited Robbery , Tom Jor t 
with one Samuel P > - ■ j upon the R.oad, a Qtl i 
who formerly kept a Button Shop, between tit* 
Gates of the Savoy in the Strand , to whom p 
the ufual Deman 4 . Mr. Primitive , having nic< 
himfelf to very low Circumlhnces, as ’ts fa ll 
Whoring, Gaming, and Drinking, he was no rit 
ing down into the Country to his Friends, inb 
to avoid an Arreft : As he was therefore in ec 
greater Apprehenfion of a Bailiff than of a Hig ij 
man, and as he did not under (land what Tot a* 
till he had got fail hold of him by the 1 hre / 
very formally cried out, At whofe Suit doji thou m 
me? Jones y who was not acquainted with our f 
Condition, fmartly reply ’d, 1 detain thte on r,*A 
Suit , and my Demand is for all thy Sulfianee. ]M 
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(taker now perceived how the Cafe Hood : never- 
tdefs, being a dry queer fort of a Man, he was re- 
-** ( ved 'to carry on the Jeft, whereupon he added. 
Peed Friend, I don't know thee , nor can I tell how 
t imagine that ever thee and I have had any Deal - 
is together , ■■■■ You Jball find then , fays Jones , 

tit we mujl deal together now. So clapping a Pi- 
I to his Breaft, he was going to explain himfelf, 
* en Friend Samuel cry’d out ; Pray Neighbour ufe 
a Violence ! for if thou earriefi me to Goal , I fball 
l utterly undone. I have at leaft 14 Guineas about 
K, and if that will fatisfy thee , thou art welcome 
t'ake them. Here they are ; and give me leave to 
dure thee, that I have frequently fiopp' d ihe Mouth 
oa Bailiff with a much lefs Sum, and made him af- 
fn to my Creditors , that he could not find me. Jones 
vs pleas’d to receive the Money, upon any Account 
llatfoever ; yet, being willing to convince the Qua- 
jj: of his Miftake, (tho* indeed the Quaker, as we 
^eobferv’d, was not miftaken, but only willing to 
ry on the Affair in the Strain it begun with) he 
1 to to him ; Friend , I am not fuch a Rogue as thou 
eft me to be : I am no Bailiff , but an honeft gene - 

8 “ s Highwayman. I fball not trouble my ft If, the 
end reply’d, about the Diftinflion of Names ; if a 
in takes my Money from me by Force , it concerns me 
little what he calls himfelf or what his Pretence 
y be for fo doing. After this they rode about their 
eral Affairs, the Quaker homewardi, and Tom in 
rft of more Prey. 

Not long after this, he met the late Lord Whar - 
and his Lady on the Road, flopp’d their Coach, 

I demanded their Money, tho’ they had three 
:n on Horfeback to attend them. His Lordfhip 
Bril made fome Hcfitation, and aik’d him if he 
ierftood what he was about ? “ Do you know me, 

* Sir, fays he, that you dare be fo bold as to flop 
‘ me on the Road ? Not 1 , reply' d Jones very rea- 
dily, I neither know nor care who you are, tho’ 
before you fpoke, I took you for a Brewer, be- 
caufe you carry your Cooler by your Side : Now, 
indeed, I am apt to imagine you are fome great 
Man, beeaufe you fpeak fo big ; but be as great 
as you will. Sir, I mud have you to know, that 
* there is no Man upon this Road fo great as my- 
felf; therefore pray be quick in anfwering my 
^1 Demands, for Delays may prove Dangerous.” His 
oboui* now faw our Gentleman was refolute, fo h« 

,-d his Lady e’en delivered up what they had about 
(2m, without mare Words. 

The whole Prize confided of two hundred Pounds 
i Money, three diamond Rings, and two gold 
^atches : All this being fecured, Jones commanded 
Is Lordfhip to bid his Servants ride on to fome Di- 
'jinee before, threading him with Death ifhe refufed; 
ihich being done, and the Servants obeying, he had 
fait Opportunity of riding off, without being pur- 
ed. 


Tom received Intelligence one Day, that a certain 
Gentleman was on the Road, with two hundred 
Pounds in his Coach. This, to be fure, was a fuf- 
ficient Invitation for him. He got upon a Hill to 
wait for his Cutlomers coming, who fpy’d him at a 
Dillance without apprehending any Thing. But a 
Steward of the Gentleman’s, obferving the Behavi- 
our of our Chapman at a Diftance, he told his Ma- 
iler, that he believed the Man on the Hill was a High- 
wayman. If you pleafe Sir, quoth he, to truft me 
with your Money , Til ride by him , which I may do 
unfufpePied, for he certainly waits for you. The 
Gentleman was pleas’d at his Servant’s Care, and 
lik’d his Propofal very well : So giving him the Bag, 
he rode on as fall as he could, and pafs'd by Jones , 
without being examin’d, getting out of Sight before 
the Coach came up. 

In fhort, the Coach was flopp’d, and the Money 
demanded, when our Gentleman gave him about tea 
Guineas, alluring him that he had no more. Jones 
boldly nam’d the Sum he wanted, and fwore ’twas in 
the Coach, the Traveller as often aliening that he 
was millaken. At la ft, the real State of the Cafe 
came into our Adventurer’s Head ; whereupon, with- 
out taking his leave of the Genlteman, he fet Spun 
to his Horfe, and rode after the Steward full Speed, 
who was by this Time got at leaft a Mile and a half 
from the Place. Jones was well mounted, and it was 
five Miles from the next Town, fo that he came in 
fight of the Steward before he could get into any Inn; 
but the Steward faw him, mended his Pace, and fav’d 
the Money. This difappointment vex’d poor Tom 
to the Heart, but there was no Remedy. As to the 
Gentleman, he gave his Servant a handfome Gratuity 
for what he had done, as he deferved. 

After many Adventures, molt of them of a Piece 
with the foregoing, Tom was apprehended in Corn - 
hval, for robbing a Farmer’s Wife, and afterwards 
ravifhing her. For this Faft he was try’d, and con* 
demn’d, the Aftizes following, and about ten Days 
afterwards, executed at Launcefton 9 on Saturday the 
25th of Jlpril, 1702. being thirty two Years of 
Age. 

At the Gallows he gave a pretty large Account 
of his Robberies, to fome Gentlemen who defired it, 
behaving with more Modefty and Decency than fuch 
Wretches commonly do. Before te was turn’d off, 
he delivered a pretty Deal of good Advice to the 
young Men prefent, in very pathetic Words : Ex- 
horting them to be induftrious in their fev#ral Call- 
ings, and careful not to entangle themfelres with Debts, 
contracted by their own Extravagances ; Defiring 
them to follow the Dictates of their Reafon, and have 
a due Regard for every Man’s Property ; and en- 
forceing all his Admonitions, with putting his 
Hearers in Mind of a Providence, which governi the 
World, and will certainly call every Man to an Ac* 
count for his Action*. 
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The LIFE of TIM. BUCKLEY. 


T I MOT HY BUC K L E T, was an unpa- 
rallel’d a Villain as ever liv’d in this King- 
dom ; he was bom of very honett Parents at 
Stamford in Lineolnjhire, where he ferv’d three 
Years to a Shoemaker; but then running away from 
his Matter, he came up to London , and foon became 
acquainted with ill Company, whofe Vices he fol- 
lowed to fupport him in a mott fcandalous and infa- 
mous Courfe of Life. Having fpcnt a great deal of 
his ill-got Money at a blind Alehoufe in Wapping, he 
once afk’d the Victualler to lend him ten Shillings ; 
which Favour he denied him ; and Tim fo highly 
refented his Ingratitude, that he left frequenting his 
Houfe. Not long after Tim. and fome of his thiev- 
ing Companions, breaking in by Night, they bound 
the Victualler, his Wife and Maid, both Hand and 
Foot. As they were going to gag ’em, Mr. Tatlijh 
defiring Tim. to be more favourable ; No, no, qtioth 
h«, you mujl expeft no Favour from my Hands, you 

furly Son of a B h, whofe Prodigality makes you 

lord it over the People here , like a Boatfwain over a 
Ship's Crew i and look as bluff upon your Tarpaulin 
Guefs , as a Mate newly rais'd to a Commander . 
Now if you'll go but about Charing-Crofs, and that 
Way, you J hall have the Ale-drapers fo very humble 
and obliging for the taking but Three-pence, that a 
Gentleman Foot-Soldier , or a Lord' s-Falct, /hall have 
as many Scrapes and Cringes from the Man of the 
Houfe, as if he voas a French Dancing-Majler . Whe- 
ther it be Poverty , as living among Courtiers, or hav- 
ing been bred Gentlemen' s Servants , and fo kick'd and 
cufd into good Manners by their Mafers formerly, 
makes them Jo mannerly , that l can't tell : But let it 
be as it will, 1 fh all ufe that End of the Town for the 
future ; and for their extreme Civility, make bold to 
fpend fome of y*ur Money among 'em. And accord - 
Nqg Tim. and his Comrade?, robb’d the Houfe, tak- 
ing from thence Forty Founds laid by for the Brewer, 
three Silver Tankard?, a Silver-Watch, and eight 
Cold Rings. 

Another Time, Tim. Buckley taking a Walk to- 
wards Hyde- Park-Corner, the Air of which Place is 
"generally very unwholfome for a Thief to take, it 
was his Fortune to meet with that famous Merry An - 
drew and Mountebank, DoCtor Cately. He com- 
manded that illiterately learned Gentleman to ft and 
and deliver ; which Words founding as terribly in 
his Ear?, as Cut , Slajh , Savj , and Sear, does to 
rhofe poor Patients whofe Legs are cutting off in St. 
Bartholomew 1 s, or St. Thomas's Hofpital, he begg’d 
heartily of him to be merciful, and not to rob a poor 
Man, who took a greal deal of Pains for an h on eft 
Livelihood. Tim . knowing his Occupation, fell a 
laughing, withal faying, “ Quacks pietend to Ho- 
** netty ! There is not fuch a Pack of cheating Knaves 
“ in the Nation again; in making People believe 
lt they are Scholars, when they know no more of 
u Greek, or Latin , than a fucking Child. Befide:, 
■■ their Impudence is intolerable, for deceiving of ig- 


f< norant Folks with hsrd Names, and cramp Woi 
iC as J u ggl ers do with the old Cant of Hi Hi us dofli 
“ hi prejio, be gone, while their Confederates p: 

their Pcckets. Moreover, making credulous Fo 
** believe, that there was not more Men (lain 2 
“ wounded at the Fight of the Boyne in Ireland, tl 
* c they have recover’d from d e Point of Death, 

“ Death’s Door, by beckoning their Souls back 
“ gain, after they hn\e been many Leagues from th 
“ Bodies. Therefore quickly deliver what you h; 

“ or elfe this Pittol fhall prevent your going; 

“ more into, France, Spain , Italy, Portugal, D 
(i mark, Sweden, Poland , Germany, and the Dev • 
“ Arfe i'the Peak, as your ufual Cant is, tho* ) 

“ was never out of England in your Life.” C 
Do&or preferring his own Welfare befoie what he) 
about him, be humbly prefented Tim . with Six G 
rets, and a very good Watch, that he might k< 1 
r I ime in fj~ ending the Gold. 

An informing Conibble, who was a Baker in 
Giles's Pur;!h in the Field?, once taking up Tim , ; 
fending him for a Soldier into Flanders, he had 
been long there before he defer ted, and came* 
London again ; and one Day meeting this Bak< 
Wife coming alone from Hampflead, forcing herii 
a private Place, and prefenting a Pittol to her Bre 
he fwore he would (hoot her dead on the Spot if 
refus’d laying with him ; he being bent upon it, 
be reveng’d on her Hufband, who had imprefs’d h 
a little while ago. The Baker’s Wife being no , 
cretia, to value her Chaftity at the Lofs of her L 
fhe was forced to fubmit to the Ravifher*s Pleafur 
who having obtain’d what he defir’d, he then co 
manded her to deliver her Money, and what otl 
Things of Worth fhe had about her. Hereupon t 
honeit Woman crying out. Is this Jujlice orC 

feience. Sir? Quoth lim. Tou B h, don't tell 

of Jujlice, for I hate her as much as your Hujbo 
can, becaufe her Scales are even . And as for C 
fcience , I have as little of that as any Baker in Er 
land, who cheats other Bellies to fill his own. Nt 
a Baker is a werfe Rcgue than a Taylor ; for, vobe, 
as the latter commonly pi tides his Cabbage from j 
Rich, the former , by making his Bread too light, ' n 
all without dijlinllion, but chiefly the Poor ; for win 
he deferves more hanging than n.c, or any of my t. 
r.ejl Fraternity. So t;king from her a Couple 
Gold Rings, and eleven Shillings, he fent her hos 
to rell her Hufband of this Adventure. 

Afterwards Tim. Buckley ftealfng a very good Hoi 
in Bu cki rgha ?rfhir e , be turn'd Highwayman, a 
riding up to London, lie met 011 the Road a c< 
tain Pawn-broker, living in Drury Lane , by whe 
having been fome Lofer in pa* n ng fo/rie Thin 
to him, which were loll for want of redeemin 
he was refolved to have his Pennyworth out 
him now ; fo commanding him to ttanJ and de 
ver, he began to plead tarr.eiiiy for Favour, fs 
mg, It is a very hard Ca<e that an hcr.ett Man c:. 




Py rales , Highway mm } Murderers, die. 


~G 


go tbout his lawful Occafions but he mult be 
Ab’d. D — ain you (quoth Tin.) halt thou fo 
x^ch brazen'd Impudence as to reckon thyfelf an 
hielt Man, when I know thou art an unconfciona* 
b Pawn-broker, who lives and grows fat or. 
fUd and Oppreffion, a? a Toad on Filth and 
\nom? Your Practice outvies Ufury, as much as 
nbing on the Highway does a Petit- Larceny ; fo if 
of calls you a Tradelman, it mult be by the fame 
Kitorical Figure which itiles the Legerdemain of 
a'lck-pocket an Art and My fiery. Your Shop, 
i the Gates of Hell, is always open, in which you 
fi at the Receipt of Cultom ; a ad having got the 
S iis of the Needy, you hang ’em up in RiJik and 
p , like fo many Trophies of Victory. To your 
Sip all forts of Garments refort on a Pilgrimage, 
wifi you playing the Pimp, lodge the Taboy 
Pt icoat, and the Ruflet Breeches together, in 
ib fame Bed of Lavender. Thou art the Trea- 
fur of the Thieves Exchequer, and the com- 
#ifi Tender of all Booth hearers and Shop- 
lifrs in Town ; to which Purpofe you keep a pri- 
va Warehoufe, whence you fhip away all lll- 
geen Goods by wholefale, you do fo fleece tiie poor, 
rh you fcarce leave them fo much as a primi.ive 
Fi leaf to cover their Nakedncfs ; and fo often do 
:lv bring what they have into your Lumber-Huufe, 
hi at lall they know the Way, and can almoil 
ro?pawn alone by themfelves. Thus they are 
wd to purchafe the fame Clothes hilf a fcore times 
iv ; and for want of a Ched to keep them in at 

0 it colls thrice as much as they are worth for 

1 dging in vour Cudody. Six Pence per Month 
iu they pay for every tuenty Shillings which (after 
o' rate of thirteen Months to the Year) is fix 


flowing of the Sea, and their Paths are as unfearchable 
Thou are as changeable as the Wind, and certain in 
nothing but Uncertainty. I believe the Crajhopper 
on the Royal- Exchange is an Emblem of you ; for as 
that leaps from one Place to another, fo do you from 
one Number to another; fometimes thirty/*/- Cent. 
Advance is too little for you ; at other times thirty 
per Cent, Difcount is not enough. I’ll hold you "a 
Wager, that if I (hould asfk what Relig ion you 
profefs, you’ll cry, You'll fell me as cheap as any 
Body ; or you of wh it Value fuch an Araicle of 
Faith is you'll tell me, Youll give me as much 
for Navy Bills as any Cbapnjan. Thou art fo full of 
Contradiction, that' you lower the Price of Things 
on purpofe to raifeit; yet I mull acknowledge, you 
C1 n*t be fa id to be a Hypocrite, betaufe you com- 
monly boafl of over reaching thofe you deal with. 
As for Chnltianity, thou art far enough from that * 
for tho* perhaps you have been baptiz’d, yet will 
it be highly improper to fay, you was ever confirm’d, 
unlefs in Impudence. And I veri y think you coula 
never ihew more Impudence t;.an yOu do now, in 
afking^ me for fomewhat to help you on your Journey, 
out of fo fmall a Matter as forty eight Guinea?, which 
is fcarce worth taking from you. Indeed I fhnn’c 
give you one Farthing ; therefore wifhing you the 
bed of a bad Market, and that you may be as well 
Hock’d when I fee you next on the Road, fareuel till 
the next merry meeting. 

Not long after, th is fa me Stock-jobber accidentally 
meeting Tisn. Buckley in London, he cauied him to 
be apprenended and committed to Newgate, and 
conviSing him of this Robbery, he receiv'd Sentence 
of Death. But obtaining a Reprive, and afterwards 
pending to a free Pardon, as foon as he wrs at Li- 
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til igs and fix-pence per Pound per Annum, or thirty berty, refolving to be farther reveng’d on this Ad- 
*■< Pound ten thillings pcrCent. befides a ^ Shilling verfary, who had twice fat very dole on his Skirts, 


>r Bill of Sale, if the Matter be conflderable. 

ipon the whole, flnceyou feldom or never lend 
mz half the Value on anything, Plate excepted, 
0>;et near forty Pounds in every Hundred Pounds; 
udonfidering how many Thieves and Pick-pockets 
re* chiefeft Cuflomers, that bring the lumping 
anins) never intend to redeem, and how many 
IK People are not able ; or chat if they are re- 
eled the very next Day, yet are you fo extortion, 
igs to be paid a Month’s Intereft, one may rea- 
m*Iy conclude, chat you make at lead Cent, per 
5 m of your Monej' in a Year ; And ail this by 
Ourfe tending only to the Encouragement of 
lives, and the Ruin of thofe that are honeil, but 
ldlent. Come, come, Mr. Blood fucker, open your 
tit -firings, or other wife this Piflol flnll inftant*- 
/ bd you to Hell before the Wind. But the Pawn- 
Co;r being very loath to go to the Devil before his 
Pi;, he ranfom’d himfelf for Twenty-eight Gui- 
ea a Gold Watch, a Silver Tobacco-box, and a 
lode of Gold Ring?. 

/(Other Time Tim, Buckley meeting a Stockjobber 
n.e Road, who had formerly profecuted him for 
el iy, upon Conviction whereof he was burnt in the 
fat, he was now refolved to be revenged on him, 
,r bbing him of Forty eight Guineas, The Stock- 
hi' defiring fome fmall Matter of Tim. to carry 
orward on his journey, quoth he I have no 
•In ty at all for any Rogues of Stockjobbers , who 
L nimals that rife and fall like the ebbing and 


he went to Hacknty, where this Stockjobber having 
a Country-Houie within a Mile of that Village, he 
one Night fee Fire to it: but a timtly Difcovery 
thereof preventing it from doing much Dannge, it 
was quickly quench’d. However Tim. made his 
Efcape ; and flying into Leicefierfhire, where he broke 
open a Houfe at a Place called AJhby de-la Zouch, and 
from thence took above eighty Pounds. He then 
J\ en t to a Fair ai Derby , where he bought a good 
Horfe, and went on the Highway again. Being 
thus mounted again to rob on the Road, within two 
Miles of Nottingham he attempted to flop a Coach, in 
which were three Gentleman, befides a Couple of 
I'ootmen riding a little behind ; but they being re- 
bo[ v ’d not to be robb’d of what they had by one 
\ illain, one of ’em fired a Blunderbufs out of the 
Coach, which kill’d Tim' s Horfe, and then all the 
Gentlemen alighting, and the Footmen being by 
this time alfo come up to their Afliftance/ a bloody 
and obfiinate Engagement begun between them, 
wherein Tim. kill’d one ofjhe Gentlemen and a Foot- 
man ; but neverthelefs, being overpower’d, after he 
had difeharged eight Piflols, and was alio grown 
faint thro’ the Lofs of much Blood (for he had re- 
ceiv’d eleven Wounds in his Arms, Thighs, and Legs) 
he was feized and committed to jail in Nottingham, 
where he was executed in 1701, aged twenty nine 
Years ; and afterwards hang’d in Ch.-.ins at the Place 
where he perpetrated the two Murder* aforefaia. 
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The LIFE of MOL CUTPURSE^ 
Pickpocket and Highway-woman. 


M Ary Frith p otherwife called Mol Cutpurfe , 
fram her original Profeflion of cutting Pur- 
fes, was born in Barbican in Alderfgate • 
fireet , in the Year 1589. Her Father was a Shoe- 
maker ; and though no remarkable Thing happened 
at her Nativity, fuch as the flattering Soothfayers 
pretend in Eclipfes, and other the like Motions a- 
bove, or Tides, and Whales and great Fires, ad- 
jufted and tim’d to the Genitures of crown’d Heads, 
yet, for a She-Politician, lhe was not much inferior 
to Pope Joan ; for in her Time, (he was Superior 
in the Myflery of diving in Purfes and Pockets, and 
was very well read and fkill’d too in the Affairs of 
the Placket among the great Ones. 

Both the Parents (as having no other Child living) 
were very tender of this Daughter ; but efpecially 
the Mother ; according to the Tendernefs of that 
Sex/which is naturally more indulgent than the Male; 
moft affectionate fhe was to her in her Infancy, moll 
careful of her in her Youth, manifefted efpecially in 
her Education, which was the more ftriftly and di- 
ligently attended, by Reafon of her boifterous and 
mafeuline Spirit, which then fhewed itfelf, and foon 
after became predominant, fhe -was above all Breed- 
ing and Infirudtion. She was a very Tomrig or 
Hoyden , and delighted only in Boys-play and Paf- 
cime, not minding or companying with the Girls ; 
many a Bing or Blow this Hoyting procured her, 
but ih* was not fo to be tam’d, or taken off from 
her rude Inclinations ; fhe could not endure that 
fedentary Life of fewing or Hitching ; a Sampler 
was as grievous to her as a Winding-fheet ; and on 
her Needle, Bodkin, and Thimble, fhe could not 
t iink quietly, wifhing them chang’d into Sword and 
Dagger for a Bout at Cudgels. Her Head-geer and 
Handkerchief (or what the Fafhion of thofe Times 
was for Girls to be drefs’d in) were alike tedious 
to her, fhe wearing them as handfomly as a Dog 
would a Doublet; and fo cleanly, that the footy 
Pot hooks were above the Comparifon. This per- 
plex'd her, Friends, who had only this Proverb fa- 
vourable to their Hope, That an unlucky Girl may 
make 4 good Woman \ but they liv'd not to the 
length of that Expe&ation, dying in her Minority, 
And leaving her to the Swing and Sway of her own 
unruly Temper and Difpoiition. 

She would fight with Boys, and courageoufly beat 
them ; run, jump, leap, or hop with any of her con- 
trary Sex, or recreate herfelf with any other Play 
whatfoever. She had an Uncle, Brother to her Fa- 
ther, who was a Miniiter, and of him fhe flood in 
fome Awe, but not fo much, as to reftrain her in 
tliefe Courfes ; fo that feeing he could not effectual- 
ly remedy .that inveterating Evil in her Manners, 
he trappanned her on board a Merchant-Ship lying 
at Gtavefcnd, and bound for Ne*iv-England, whi- 
ther he defigred to have lent her ; but having learn- 


ed to fwim, fhe one Night jump’d over-board, a 
fwimm’d to Shore, and after that Efcape, would t 
ver go near her Uncle again. Farthermore, it 
to be obferved, that Mercury was in Conjunfti 
with, or rather in the Houfe of Venus , at the Til 
of her Nativity ; the former of which Planets is 
a thievifb, cheating, deceitful Influence; and 1 
other hath Dominion over all Whores, Bawds, 3 
Pimps ; and, joyn’d with Mercury , over all T 
panners and Heftors : She hath a more general 
fluence than all the other fix Planets put togeth< 
for no Place nor Perfon is exempted from her, 
vading alike both facred and prophane ; Nunne 
and Monaflriei, as well as the common Places * 
Proftitution ; Cheapjide and Cornhill , as well 
PAoomJbury or Convent -Garden. Under thefe be 
volent and kind Stars, fhe grew up to fome Maturi 
fhe was now a lufiy and llurdy Wench, and fit 
put out to Service, having not a competency f 
her own, left her by her Friends to maintain * 
without working ; but as fhe was a great Libert , 
fhe liv’d too much in common, to be enclos'd 1 
the Limits of a private Domeflick Life. A Qi > 
ter-Aaff was fitter for her than a Diflaff ; fhe wc l 
go to the Ale-houfe when fhe had made fhift to 1 
a little Stock, fpend her Penny, come into f 
one’s Company, and Club till fhe had none It ; 
and then fhe was fit for any Enterprize. • 
over, fhe had a natural Abhorrence to tending f, 
Children, to whom fhe ever had an Averfeneli 1 
her Mind, equal to the Sterility and Barrennefs t 
her Womb, never (to our belt Information) to 5 
made a Mother. 

She generally went drefs’d in Man’s Appaj ; 
which puts me in Mind how Hercules , Nero , i 
Sardajiapalus are laugh’d at and exploded, for t r 
effeminacy and degenerated DifToluteneis in t r 
extravagant Debauchery ; the firil is pourtrated \ b 
a Diftaffin his Hand; the other recorded toe 
marry’d as a Wife, and all the conjugal and *• 
triinonial Rites perform’d at the Solemnity of c 
Marniage ; and the other lacks the Luxury a 
Pen, as loofe as his Female Riots to deferibe th 1. 
Thefe were all Monfters of Men, and have no U 
rellels either in old or Modern Hiftories, till k 
Time as Mol Cutpurfe approach’d their Exanp ; 
for her heroick Impudence hath quite outdone e’ y 
Romance ; never Woman before being like her. 0 
Doubt bur Mol's Converfe with herfelf, informed it 
of her Defefts, and that fhe was not made for ic 
Pleafure or Delight of Man, and therefore, J:e 
fhe could not be honoured with him, fhe woube 
honoured by him, in that Garb and Manner of i* 
ment which he wore. This fhe took to from er 
firft Entrance into a competency of Age, and to 
her dying Day fhe would not leave it off. 

Though fhe was fo ugly in any Drels, as f ,cr 
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to be woo'd nor follicited by Any Man, yet fhe ne- 
ver had the Grcen-Sicknefs , that epidemical Difeafe 
of Maidens, after they have once pafs’d their Puber- 
ty ; fhe never eat Lime, Coals, Oatmeal, Tobacco- 
pipes, Cinders, or fuch like Trafh ; no Sighs, dejec- 
ted Looks or MelanchoJIy clouded her vigorous 
Spirits, or reprefs’d her Jovialry ; (he was troubled 
with none of tnofe Longings which poor Maidens 
arc fubjedl to : She had the Power and Strength to 

I command her own Pleafure of any Perfon who had 
reafonable Ability of Body ; and therefore fhe need- 
ed not whine for it, as fhe was able to beat a Fel- 
low to a Compliance, without the unneceffary Trou- 
ble of Entreaties. 

Now Moll thinking what Courfe of Life fhe 
fhould betake herfelf to, fhe got acquainted with 
fome Fortune-tellers of the Town, from whom 
learning fome Smatch and Relifh of chat Cheat, by 
their infignificant Schemes, and calculating of Figures, 
fhe got a tolerably good Livelihood ; but her In- 
come being not equivalent to her Expcnces, fhe 
enter’d herfelf kto the Society of Divers, otherwife 
call’d File-dyers, Cut-purfes , or Pickpockets ; which 
People are a kind of Land Pirates, trading altogether 
in other Men’s Bottoms , for no other Merchandife 
than Bullion and ready Coin, and they keep mofl 
of the great Fairs and Marts in the World. In this 
unlawful Way fhe got a vail deal of Money ; but ha- 
ving been very often in Old Bridewell, the Comp- 
ters, and Newgate, for her irregular Practices, and 
burnt in the Hand four Times, fhe left off this petty 
Sort of Theft, and went on the Highway, commit- 
ting many great Robberies, but aH of ’em on the 
Round-heads, or Rebels, that fomented the Civil 
War againft King Charles the Firfl ; againfl: which 
Villains fhe had as great an Antipathy as an unhap- 
py Man, that, for counterfeiting a Half-Crown in 
thofe rebellious Times, was executed at Tyburn, 
where he faid. That he was adjudg'd to die but for 
counterfeiting a Half-Crown ; hut thofe that ufurp'd 
the whole Crown, and foie azuay its Revenue , and 
had counterfeited its Seal, were above Juflice, and 
tfcap' d unpunijh' d. 

A long Time had Moll Cutpurfe robb’d on the 
Road ; but, at lafl, robbing General Fairfax of 
2 5 & Jacobus's on Hounfow- Heath, fhooting him thro* 
the Arm for oppofing her, and killing two Herfes 
on which a couple of his Servants rid, a clofe Pur- 
fuit was made afrer her by fome Parliamentarian 
Officers, quartering in the Town of Hounfow, to 
whom Fairfax had »oId his Misfortune. Her Horfe 
fail’d her at Tumham-Green , where they apprehend- 
ed her, and carried her to Newgate. After this, 
fhe was condemn’d, but procur’d her Pardon, by 
giving her Adverfary zoool. Now Moll being 
frighten’d by this Difafler, fhe left off going on the 
Highway any more, and took a Houfe, within two 
Doors of the Globe Tavern in Fleet-fir eet , over-a- 
gainft the Conduit, almofl facing Shoe-Lane and Sa- 
lt /bury -Court, where fhe difpens’d juflice among the 
wrangling Tankard -Bearers, by often exchanging 
their Burden of Water for a Burden of Beer, as 
far the lighter Carriage, though not fo portable. 

In her Time Tobacco being grown a great Mode, 
fhe was mightily taken with the Paftimc of Smoak- 
ing, becaule of its Singularity, and that no Woman 
ever fmoak’d before her, though a great many of 
her Sex, fince, have follow’d her Example. 

Moll being quite fear’d from thieving herfelf, fhe 
turn’d Fence, that is to fay, a Buyer of ltolen Goods; 
by which Occupation fhe got a great deal of Mo- 
ney. In her Houfe fhe fet up a kind of Brokery, or 
a diftindl Fadlory for Jewels, Rings, and Watches, 
which had been pinch’d or flolen any manner of 


Way, at never fo great a Diflance, from any Per- 
fon. It might properly enough be call’d the In- 
furance-Ojfice for fuch Merchandife ; for the Lofers 
were fare, upon Compofition, to recover their Goods 
again, and the Pirates were fure to have a good 
Ranfom, and fhe fo much in the Grofs for Brokage, 
without any more Danger ; the Hue and Cry being’ 
always d.redled to her for the Difcovery of the 
Goods, and not the Takers. 

Once, a Gentleman that had loll his Watch by 
the bufy Fingers of a Pickpocket, came very anxi- 
oufly to Moll , enquiring if ihe could help him to it 
again. She demanded of him the Marks and Signs 
thereof, with the Time when, and where he lofl ir, 
or by what Crowd, or other Accident. He replied. 
That coming through Shoe- Lane, there was a Quar- 
rel betwixt two Men; one of which, as he after- 
wards heard, was a Grafier, whom they had jit in 
Smith-held, having feen him receive the Sum of 
200 1 . or thereabouts, in Gold There was one Ba: 
RuJ, as he was fince inform’d, who , obferving the 
Man hold his Hand in his Pocket where his Gold was, 
jufi in the middle of a Lane whither to they dogg'd bim, 
overthrew a Barrel trimming at an Mdoufe Door, 
while one behind the Grafier pujb\i him over, who, 
withal , threw down Bat, who was ready for tie 
Fall. Betwixt tkefe two prefently arofe a Quarrel ; 
the Pickpocket demanded Satisfaction, while his Com- 
rades interpofing, after two oi three Blows in Favour 
of the Countryman , who had drawn his Hands out of 
his Pocket to defend him fie If foon drew cut his Trea - 
fure ; and vshile he was looting on the Scufih, fame 
of then: had lent him a Hand too, and finger'd out 
his Watch. Moll fmill’d at this Ad venture and told 
him, He jhould hear further of it within a Day or 
two, at the farthef. When the Gentleman came a- 
gain, fhe underflood by his Difcourfe that he would 
not lofe it for twice the Value, becaufe it was gi- 
ven him by a particular Friend ; fo fhe fqueez'd 20 
Guineas out of mm before he could obtain his Watch. 

One Night late, Moll going Home almofl dru::k 
from the Devil Tavern, fhe tumbled over a great 
black Sow, that was roufling in a Dunghill near the 
Kennel ; bat getting up again, in a fad dirty Pickle, 
file drove her to her Houle, where finding her full 
of Pigs, ihe made her a Drench to haflen her Far- 
rowing, ^and the next Morning ihe brought her eleven 
curious Pigs, which Moll and her Companions made 
fat and eat; and then fhe turn’d the Sow out of 
Doors, who prefently repair’d to her old Mafier, a 
Bumpkin at Ijlington, who with Wonder receiv’d 
her again. Having given her fome Grains, he turn’d 
her out of his Gates, watching what Courfe fhe 
would take, and intending to have Satisfaction for his 
Pigs wherefoeverhe fhould find her to have laid them. 
The Sow, naturally mindful of her fqueaking Brood, 
went diredtly to Molfs Door, and there kept a la- 
mentable Noife to be admitted : This was Evidence 
enough for the Fellow, that there his Sow had laid 
her Belly ; when knocking, and having Entrance, he 
tells Moll a Tale of a Sow and her Litter: She re- 
plied, he was mad : He fwore, he knew his Sow’s 
Meaning by her grunting, and that he would give 
her Sawce to her Pigs. Goodman Coxcomb , q^oth 
Moll, come in, and fee if this Houfe looks like a Hog- 
fiye ; when, going into all the Room , and feeing 
hew neat and clean they were kept, he was convinc- 
ed that the Litter was not laid there, and went 
Home curfisg his Sow for mifinforming him. 

To get Money, Moll would not flick out to bawd 
for either Men or Women; infomuch, that her Houfe 
became a double Temple for Priapus and Venus, 
frequented by Votaries of both Sorts. Thofe who 
were generous to her Labour, their Defires were fa- 
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vourably accommodated, with Expedition ; whilft 
fhe linger’d with others, laying before them the dif- 
ficult but certain Attainment of their Willies, which 
ferv’d as a Spur to the Duinefs of their Purfes : For 
the Lady Pecunia and fhe kept the fame Pace, but 
flill in the End fhe did the Feat. Moll having a 
great Antipathy again# the Rump Parliament, fhe 
lit on a Fellow very dextrous for imitating People’s 
Hands ; with him fhe communicated her Thoughts, 
and they concurr’d to forge and counterfeit their 
CommifTioners and Treafurers Hands to the refpec- 
tive Receivers and Collettors Hands, without De- 
lay, to fuch as he in his counterfeited Orders ap- 
pointed : So that wherefoever he had Intelligence of 
any great Sum in the Country, they were fure to 
foreftal the Market. This Cheat latted for half a 
Year, till it was found out at Guild-ball , and fuch a 
politick Courfe taken, to avoid Cozenage, that no 
Warrants would pafs among themfelves. But when 
the Government was feiz’d and ufurp’d by that Arch- 
Traytor Oliver Cromwell, they began this Trade a 
frefh, it being very eafy to imitate his Tingle Sign 
Manual, a3 that ambitious Ufurper would have it 
Itil’d ; by which Means, her Man alfo drew great 
Sums of Money out of the Cuftoms and Excife, nay, 
out of the Exchequer, itfelf, till Oliver was forc’d to 
a private Mark, to make his Credit authentick 
among his own Villains. 

After 74 Years of Age, Moll being grown crazy 
in her Body, and difeontented in Mind, fhe yielded 
to the next Diflemper that approach’d her, which 
was the Dropfy ; a Difeafe which had fuch Grange 
and terrible Symptoms, that fhe thought fhe was pof- 
fefs’d, and that the Devil was got within her Doub- 
let. Her Belly, from a wither’d, dry’d, wrinckled 
Piece of Skin, was grown to the titett, roundeft 
Globe of Flefh, that ever any beauteous young Lady 
ftrutted with. However, there was no Blood that 
was generative in her Womb, but only that deftruc- 
tive of the Grape, which by her ExcefTes was now 
turn’d into Water; fo that the tympanied Skin there- 
of founded like a Conduit-Door. If we anatomize 
her any farther, we mull fay her Legs reprefented a 
Couple of Mill-pofts, and her Head was fo wrapp’d 
with Cloaths, that fhe look’d like Mother Sbipton . 

It may well be expefted, that, confidering what a 
deal of Money fhe got by her wicked Practices, fhe 
might make a Will*, but yet, of 5000/. which fhe 
had once by her in Gold, fhe had not above 100 ]. 
left her latterly, which fhe thought too little to give 
to the Charitable Ufes of building Hofpitals and 
Alms-houfes. The Money that might have been de- 
fign’d that Way, as it came from the Devil, fo it re- 
turn’d to the Devil again, in the Rump's Exche- 
quer and Treafury at Haber dafbers and Goldfmitbs - 
Hall . Yet, to preferve fomething of her Memory, 
and not leave it to the Courtefy of an Executor, fhe 
anticipated her Funeral Expenc&e ; for it being the 
Fafhion of thofe Times to give Rings, to the undo- 
ing of the Confectioners , who liv’d altogether by 
the Dead and the New-born, fhe diflributed fome 


that fhe had by her, among her chief Companions * 
and Friends. 

Thcfe Rings {like Princes Jewels) were notable 
ones, and had their particular Names Jikewife ; a; 
the Bartholomew , the Lndgate , the Exchange, and 
fo forth ; deriving their Appellations from the Pla- 
ces whence they were Aolen : They needed no Ad- 
minition of a Death’s Head, nor the Motto Memen- 
to mori-, for they were the Wages and Monument! J 
of their thieving Matters and Mi it retted, who were I 
interr’d at Tyburn ; and fhe hop’d her Friends would 
wear them, both for her Sake and theirs. In fhort, 
fhe made no Will at all, becaufe fhe had had it fc 
long before to no better Purpofe; and that if fhe had 
had her Defert, fhe fhould have had aw Executions 
inflead of an Executor. 

Out of the 100 Pounds which fhe had by her, fhe 
difpos’d of 30 Pounds to her three Maids which lht 
kept, and charg’d them to occupy it the belt YVa) 
they could ; for that, and fome of her Arts in whict 
they had had Time to be expert, would be beyonc 
the Advantage of their Spinning and Reeling^am 1 
would be able to keep them in Repair, and promott 
them to Weavers, Shoe-makers , and Taylors , Tin 
rett of her perfonal Eflate, in Money, Moveables, ant 
Houfhold-Goods, fhe bequeath’d to her Kinimai 
Frith, a Matter of a Ship, dwelling at ReddeiJ 
whom fhe advis’d not to make 2ny Ventures there 
with, but flay at Home and be drunk, racheF tha 
go to Sea, and be drown’d with 'em. 

And now, the Time of her DilToIution drawin 
near, fhe defir’d to be bury’d with her Breech up 
wards, that fhe might be as prepoflerous in her Deab 
as fhe had been all along in her infamous Life. Whei 
fhe was dead, (he was interr’d in St. Bridget's Church 
yard, having a fair Marblc-llone put over her Grave 
on which was cut the following Epitaph, caxipos’< 
by the ingenious Mr. Milton , but deitroy’d in th< 
great Conflagration of London . 

Here lies, under this fame Marble, 

Duft , for Time's la ft Sieve to garble ; 

Duft, to perplex a Sadducce, 

Whether it rife a He or She, 

Or two in one, a Jingle Pair, 

Nature's Sport, and now her Care* 

For how jhe' ll cl oath it at la ft Day , 

Unlefs fhe ftghs it all away ; 

Or where Jhe' ll place it, none can tell : 

Some middle Place 'twixt Heav'n and Hel l 

And well ' tis Purgatory’* found. 

Elf e fee muft hide her under Ground 
7 hefe Reliques to dejerve the Doom , 

Of that Cheat Mahomet’* fnt Tomb \ 

For no Com m uni on Jhe had. 

Nor farted with the Good or Bad ; 

That when the World [ball be calcin'd, 

And the mix' d Majs of human Kind 
Shall fep' rate by that ?nelting Fire, 

She'll ftand alone, and none come nigh her. 

Reader, here Jhe lies till then. 

When, truly, you'll fee her again. 
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U LIFE of JONATHAN SIMPSON. 


r r ~T H E N a Man who has had an Opportu- 
lk/ nity of living not only in Reputation but 
\ T even ki Splendour, all his Days, brings 
c If to the Gallows, we are apt to look on his Cafe 
ore deplorable than that of another Perfon, 
• h in Reality he if much lefs to be pitied ; be- 
lt their mull be violent Inclinations to Difhonefty 
<ti it feems to be prcferr’d of Choice, and where 
P bn wiil be a Rogue in Spite of all that Provi- 
c can do to prevent it. 

\ : can't indeed judge the Hearts of Men fo far 
t fay this was pofitively the Cafe with Jonathan 
k m 9 becaufe he certainly receiv'd high Provoca- 
a rom his Wife while he was in Trade ; but then 
g l find no other Reafon for his turning Highway- 
jb than the Bent of his Mind notwithflanding, 
a uch as he had flill enough either to have lived 
at ately on all his Days, or to have gone into 
U again in another Place, after lie had fhut up 
i op on his Wife’s Account. 

| not to run into a Train of Reflexions before 

I ive given the Story on which they are built, 
rto tell the Reader, that Jonathan Simpfon 
is e Son of a very wealthy Inhabitant of Laun - 
U'm Cornwall^ and that his Father put him Ap- 
prce to a Linnen-Draper in Brifiol when he was 
O fourteen Years of Age. When he had ferved 
t s Time, which he did with Reputation, the 
^indulgent Father gave him Fifteen Hundeed 
a 5 to let up with in the City where he was free, 
d 'here he foon fell into great Bufinefs, and got 
01/ apace. 

I efs than a Year after he had kept Shop, he 
ff'd a Merchant’s Daughter of the fame Place, 
llobrought him a Fortune of Two Thoufand 
m s. This was a great Addition to his Wealth, 
it e Union proved unhappy, becaufe the young 
id was before engaged in AffeXion to a Gentlc- 
m f lefs Fortune in the Neighbourhood, whom 
:r .ther hinder’d her from having, aed with whom 
e otinued a Familiarity that foon difpleafed her 
p nd. 

Jioufy doubtlefs is the moll tormenting Plague 
at an haunt etiher Man or Woman, and it tre- 
aty drives both to Extravagancies that before they 
luinot have thought of. Pollibly in FaX this Paf- 
rnlight be more than any thing the Occafion of 
«’s Ruin ; but to Appearance it wrought on 
* a merry Manner, for it was the Occafion of 
lowing pleafant Adventure, 
formed a Pretence of going into Cornwall to 
Friends, and fo took his Leave of his Wife 
r i or twelve Days, who as foon as he was gone, 
"er Gallant Notice, being unwilling to lye fo 
lone. He was to come in the Evening, and 
C pie of Fowls and a Bottle of Wine were eot 
for hi* Reception. Simp fan ftaid abroad till 
■gined the Woodcock was got into his Springe, 


and then he comes to the Door before the Maid, who 
was privy to her Miflrete’s Affairs, was gone to Bed. 
He ran immediately up into the Chamber, and Ma- 
dam could not conceal her Lover in a great Chefl, 
that flood in the Room, fo fuddenly but that her 
Cuckold heard the Lid of it move : However he took 
no Notice, but told her he was glad fhe had got 
fomething for Supper, and made an Excufe for his 
returning fo foon. 

Mrs. Simpfon' s Spark was alfo marry ’d fince he had 
left his Miflrefs, and he had made fome Pretence of 
going abroad for fome Days, to fpend that Time in 
the Company of one he liked better than his Wife, 
defigning when he was once enter’d to have continued 
in Simp fan' s Houfe till near the Time of his Return. 
Jonathan found an Errand alfo fo fome Relations at 
the further End of Bri/fcl, that mufl be done that 
Night, on which he difpatch’d his dear Rib, and 
fern immediately for the Spoufe of her Gallant to 
come and fup with him in his Chamber on the two 
Fowls. 

While they were at Supper he told his Guefl that 
he had loft his Wife that Evening, and that fhe had 
been feen with her Hufband. This immediately in- 
flamed her with Jealoufy, becaufe fhe knew' of their 
former Intimacy, fo that there was no Difficulty to 
perfwade her to revenge the Affront, which Simp- 
fon took Care to have done on the very Chefl where- 
in poor Pill Gar lick was almoft flifled. As foon as 
the Job was over, he lifted up the Lid of the 
Chefl, and cry’d. Come out Brother Cuckold ; which 
he did in Confuflon enough. The poor Woman 
was ready to fwoon for *what fhe had done when' 
flic faw her Hufband ; but Simpfon made him fwear 
not only to forgive her, but never to mention the 
T hing, under Penalty of Ioflng his Ears; and fo 
he turn’d them both home together very well recon- 
ciled. 

# But though this was all he did to his Neighbour, 
his Revenge on his Wife went yet further; for when 
{he came back from the Place he had fent to, he re- 
fufed her Admittance ; and the next Day fold off 
his Stock, fhut up Shop, and wenjt off with all the 
Money he could raife, refolved never more to live 
in BriftoL 

Such a Crifls as this mull be a great Tryal for any 
Man ; but there can be no Excufe fufficient to defend 
a Perfon that invades the Property ofanother. Al- 
moii any Man in fuch a Cafe would have run into 
Extravagancies ; but none but a Man that was vici- 
oufly inclined would have turned Highwayman, as 
Simpjon now did. He had above five Thoufand 
Pounds of his own, but his Expences were of a Piece 
with the rell of his AXions; for at the End of eigh- 
teen Months he had not a Penny left of all this large 
Sum, and of all the Money he had during that Time 
taken on the Road, 

While his Money hfled he play’d with the Law ; 

for 
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for though he was once or twice difeover’d, he made 
up the Matter, and prevented a Profecution. The 
Law is chiefly for poor Rogues, who can neither 
daub a PiantifF, hire an Evidence, or corrupt a - — 

Or a - G g was hang’d in Queen Anne s Time 

becaufe he was not Principal in the Faft he fuffer’d 
for, and confcquently had lefs Money than they that 
efeaped. When a Miniftry of State is corrupted, 
there are commonly a great many of your little Of- 
ficers, who arc forced to mak* a wry Face, before 
their Matters ©an be touch’d : Nay, ’tis hardly once 
in an Age that a Mazarine, a Mortimer, or a Blue- 
String goes to Pot ; and when fuch a One does come 
to Juttice, ’tis commonly after he has fpent all his 
Money in his own Defence, unlcfs a Felton under- 
takes to be the Executioner, and fo th# Job is finilh- 
ed without the Help of the Law. If Charteris had 
been pittol’d for a private Affront, he might have 
met with his Defert ; but it was not for a Man to be 
bang’d with fo much Money. 

No fooner had Simpfon watted all his Subttancc 
but he was apprehended and condemn’d at the Old 
Baily for a Robbery on the Highway, and he muft 
certainly have fwung for it, if fome of his rich Re- 
lations had not procured him a Reprieve from A- 
bove. It came when he was at Tyburn, with the 
Halter about his Neck, and juft ready to be turn’d 
off in Company with fcveral others. As he was 
riding back to Newgate behind one of the Sheriff’s 
Officers, the Officer afk’d him, if he thought any 
thing of a Reprieve, when he came to the Gal- 
lows. No more , Laid Simpfon, than I thought of 
my Dying-Day. A very pretty Expreffion at that 
Time. 

When he was brought to the Prifon-Door, the 
Turnkey refufed to receive him, telling the Officer, 
that as he was fent to be executed, they vvere dif* 
charged of him, and would not have any thing'to do 
with him again, unlefs there was a frorfh Warrant for 
his Commitment ; whereupon Simpfon made this 
Reflexion: What an unhappy eafi-off Dog am If 
that both Tyburn and Newgate Jhould in one Day 
refufe to entertain me. Well, JTl mend my Man - 
ners for the future , and try whether 1 can t merit 
a Reception at them both the next time 1 am brought 
hither. He was as good as his Word ; for *twas 
believed he committed above forty Robberies in the 
County of Middlefex within fix Weeks after his Dif- 
charge. 

He was a very good Skater, and made a Practice 
of robbing People on the Ice between Fulham and 
Ki ngfton- Bridge, in the great Froft, 1689, which 
held thirteen Weeks. He ufed to kick up their 
Heels, and then fearch their Pockets. 

One Time a Gentleman whom he flopp’d gave 
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him a fine Silk Purfe full of Counters, 
took for Gold, and fo did not examine them 
came to his Inn at Night. When he found \v 
outwitted, he made no Words of it, but^e 
Brafs Booty in his Pocket, looking out freq 
for his Benefaftor, whom he knew to be ofleu < 
Road. At the End of about four Months, I 
his Worfhip again on Bagjhot -Heath, when 
up to the Coach, Sir , fays he, J believe you r, 
Miftake the la ft Time I had the Happinefs to J 
in giving me thefe Pieces ; 1 have been trouble 
fince for fear you fhould have wanted them at 
and am glad of this Oppoi t unity to return them : 
for my Care I require you to come this Mome 
of your Coach and give me your Breeches , 
?nay fearch them at Leifure y and not truft a 7. 
to your Generofty , left you Jhould mi flake 
The Gentleman was obliged to comply by a 
and Simpfon found at Night that the Freight 
Breeches, was a Gold Watch, a Gold Snuff-Bc 
a Purfe, containing ninety eight Guineas a 
Jacobus's. 

Another Time he robb’d the Lord Delai 
Dunmoor-Heath of three hundred and fifty G 
perfwading his Lordfhip firft to fend awaj 
Attendants on a fham Pretence of two Highu 
that were juft before, and had robb’d him 1 
Pounds. This A&ion made his Lordlhip 
never to do a good-natured Deed again to r 
ger. 

The Robberies he committed on Drovers, 
Market-People, &c. were almoft innumerabl 
flopp'd in one Day nineteen of thofe People b 
London and Barnet , and took from them ab< 
hundred Pounds. He even ventured to att 
Duke of Berwick, natural Son to King Ja 
Second, and take from him his Watch, Rin 
Money, amounting in all to a great Value. 

This great Malefactor was at latt apprehenc 
Aft on, by Means of two Captains of the Foot-* 
whom he attempted to rob both together, 
was an obftinate Fight between them, and 
behaved himfclf with fo much Bravery, tha 
Probability, he had not been taken, if one 
Officers had not (hot his Horfe under him, thi 
was before that wounded in both his Arms 
of his Legs. Nay even when he was difmoi 
defeaded himfelf till other Paflengers came 
fecured him, which his Adverfaries were fcai 
to do, they being alfo both very much hurt, 
he was fent to Newgate he now found the K 
much his Friend as to receive him, neither 
burn this Time refufe to bear his Burden, 
hang’d on Wednejday the eighth of September , 
aged thirty two Years. 
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The LIFE of MOLL JONES. 


I A RY JONES wai born in Chancery - 
it i/I Lane , where her Parents lived in a great 
. T -A deal of Credit. She was brought up to the 
■sing Hoods and Scarves at the New-Exchange in 
4 Strand . She married an Apprentice, whom /he 
I sd extremely, and whofe Extravagancies were 
i ught to be the fir ft Occafion of her taking to a dif- 
t left Courfe of Life ; for as he was not in a Capa- 
I' to get any Money him felf, /he was willing to 
4 any Thing in order to furnifh him with whatever 
| wanted ; being fond of having him always ap- 
f r like a Gentleman. The firft Species of thiev- 
fhe took to, was picking of Pockets. 

)ne Day meeting, near Rofamond's-Pond , in St. 
nej's Park, with one Mr. Price, a Milliner, keep- 
: Shop in the fame Exchange in which fhe was 
j, Moll pretended to afk him fome Queftions a- 
v jit Mrs. Touch , a Servant of his, who nad mur- 
’d her BafUrd-Child ; whereupon he pull’d out a 
1 Trumpet, which he ufually carry ’d in his Poc- 
i to hold to his Ear, being fo very deaf that he 
Id not hear otherwife. Whilil he was earneftly 
1 rkening to what Moll faid to him thro’ this Ve- 
:!e,*fhe pick’d a Purfe out of his Breeches, in which 
*re fifteen Guineas and a Broad Piece. Mr. Price 
>'er mifs’d it, till he came home, and then where 
I find her he could not tell. 

Shortly after this, fhe was apprehended for picking 

! l Pocket of one Mr. Jacob Delafay, a Jew, who 
}s Chocolatc-maker to King James II. and King 
Uliam III. and lived over-againft York- Buildings 
ithe Strand . For this Fadl fhe was committed to 
\vjgate, and burnt in the Hand ; which Puni/hment 
( king her out of conceit with the Trade of Diving 
| Piling, fhe turn’d Shop-lifter, in which /he was 
Vy fucccfsful for three or four Years ; at the End 
< which, privatly ftealing half a dozen Pair of Silk 
tickings from Mr. Wanfel, a Hofier in Exeter - 
\ange, /he was detefted in her very committing 
Theft, by one Smith a Vi&ualler, at the Refe 
id Crown Ale-houfe over-againft the little Savoy - 
k/r in the Strand , \vho was buying a Pair of Stoc- 
ks there at the fame Time. This Smith being a 
bailable, feized her, and carrying her before Juftice 
ydal, he committed her to Newgate, after which 
* was burnt in the Hand again. 

-pnee more Moll obtaining her Liberty, fhe was 
cdv’d to be reveng’d on Smith the Conftable, at 
^ofe Houfe fhe had fpenta pretty deal of Money, 
f difeovering her in thieving ; therefore knowing 
is Vi&ualler to be very vain-glorious, as well as 
vetous, ufually boafting of his Friends in the Coun- 
and his Wealth at home, fhe found thereby that 
had fome Relations about Ludlow, in the Con- 
es of Shropshire and Herefordjhire , which gave 
r Opportunity to put this Trick upon him. 

Jn a Summer Evening, fomething late, a P.ogue 
her Acquaintance, booted and'fpurr’d, with a 
orfe in his Hand, and covered with Dull, came a- 
77 


long the Strand, and very folicitoufly and haftily en- 
quired out for Mr Smith , and by his Neighbours 
was informed which was his Houfe. The Fellow 
follow’d their Direction ; yet like an ignorant Coun- 
tryman that dared not to go one Step without new 
Dire&ions in the Wood of this great Town, he kept 
the fame gaping Enquiry in his Country Tone, where 
Mr. Smith dwelt. The People thought the Fellow 
Mad ; but it prepared Mr. Smith, with very great 
Solemnity, to receive this importunate Vifitant. Be- 
ing come to his Door, he with fome earneflnefs and 
elevation of Voice, demands which is his Houfe? 
Smith gravely anfwer’d beyond the Queftion, 1 cm 
the Map er, for want of a better : What would you 
pleafe to have with me ? 

Our hnpoftor, upon this, tells him, That if he 
be the Gentleman, he hath fome News out of the 
Country, which moft nearly concerns him, having 
come on purpofe to be the firft MefFenger of fuen 
glad Tidings. Pray, Sir, come in, quoth Smith , you 
are very heartily welcome ; pray how do all our 
Friends in the Country ? Very well, quoth the Rogue, 
except your Uncle that is dead ; who we hope is 
baft of all. A little before his Death, he made his 
Will, and. Sir, hath made you his Heir, and left 
you all his perfonal Eftate befides, fave a few Le- 
gacies. To-Day he is to be bury’d by fome of his 
Kindred ; but before I came away, knowing my 
deceafed Mailer your Uncle’s Mind, [ took an In- 
ventory of all the Goods, and lock’d up all his 
Bonds and other Writings, and the Money ard 
Plate, in one of the great Chefts, and have brought 
the Key along with me, which 1 here prefent you 
with. 

To have feen the perplexed Looks of this Ale- 
Draper, which he labour’d to frame to a Counte- 
nance of Grief, (but could not for his more pre- 
valent Joys which vifibly appear’d) would have made 
a Man fplit his Sides with laughing. At length, af- 
ter a deep Sigh, and a few Ejaculations on the Cer- 
tainty of Death, he unriddled his Face, and very 
heartily welcom’d the Fellow, brought him into his 
Kitchen, and cramm’d his Guts with good Vi&uals 
and Drink, commanding his Wife to make him what 
Cheer fhe could, fince there was no recalling the 
Dead, though he was a dear Uncle, and the very 
bell of Friends. 

During this Preparation, the Fellow ftands at 
fome Diilance, plucks off his Hat, and fo keeps it, 
and much ado there was to perfuade him to be co- 
ver’d ; then he defired his new Mailer’s Favour, 
that he might continue the Bailiff and Steward of 
his Lands ; to which Smith readily affent#i, fore- 
praifmg his Iionefty and Faithfulnefs. After Si/pper, 
they refum’d the Difcourfe, with which Smith was 
much delighted. Then they began 10 confider of 
their Journey, the Expedition whereof this Fellow 
very much urged in Regard of thofe poor Kin* 
dred of his Uncle’s, who, no doubt, would make 
4 H Havock 
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Ilavock of thofe Goods which where left about the 
Iloufe, and perchance might venture upon the Locks, 
and feize the rell ; whereupon all Hafte was ufed 
to begin the Journey ; but Smith would not dif- 
grace himfelf among his Kindred, and therefore would 
iUy till he had provided himfelf and his Wife 
with new Mourning Cloaths, and Things fuitable 
to iiis new Fortunes, with a black Suit and Cloak 
for the Man, who was to attend them into the 
Country, and bring them to this Inheritance. 

When thefe were ready, they fet forward, the 
Victualler having difeharged his Man's Horfe-Hire, 
and other Expcnces, befides Diet and Lodging, du- 
ring his Stay in London. Upon the Road he was 
very officioufty waited upon by this new Servant 
the fir ft four Days Journey, lodging thelaft Night, 
as this fmpoftor faid, within ten Miles of the Place 
whither they were to go : But early in the Morning 
up gets the Spark, faddles his Horfe with the Port- 
manteau and his Mourning in it, and away he gal- 
lops by another Road, leaving his Mafter to find out 
the Utopia of his great Windfall; who arifing, and 
miffing his Guide and Servant, that was loft beyond 
all Enquiry, began to fufpett the Cheat ; yet Co- 
vetoufnefi prevailing againft Reafon, he refolVd to 
purfue the Adventure; and having the Town in 
Mind, which he was inform’d was no farther than 
ten Miles off, he rode thither, where he could hear 
of no fuch Man, nor no fuch Matter. 

Vex’d, and yet afham’d to enquire any farther, 
or to make a Difcovery of his own Folly, poor Nick 


and Froth and his Doxy turn’d their Horfes He? 
and forowfully departed, curfing the Hour iy 
ever faw this cheating Rogue ; and to add to t/ r 
Misfortunes, their Money was drawn very low 0 
that they were forced to make long Jouruies <j 
fhort Meals in their Way homewards, and at b 
to keep themfelves, were fain to part with tir 
Hor/es at St. Alban's, whom their had Travel |d’ 
harder Feeding had brought down to a Third of lc 
Price they coft them in London. After this on F t 
weary’d and wafted with Vexation, they at 1 
arriv’d at London , and in the Evening crept 4^ 
their Houfe to avoid the Laughter of their Nei- 
hours, among whom, before their fettingout, itf 
had nois’d their fudden Wealth ; the Defeat wt £ 
of at length coming to their Knowledge, 
was poor Man fo flouted and jeei’d as he wa I 
many Years after. 

But Moll did not very long outlive this Piece 
Revenge ; for ftill following the Art and My 
of Shoplifting, fhe was apprehended for priv. 
ftealing a Piece of Sattin out of a Mercer’s l 
on Ludgate Hill , whither fhe went in a very fpk 
Equipage, and perfonated the late Dutchefs of 
folk , to avoid Sufpicion of her Diffionefty ; bu 
greacelefc Grace being fent to Newgate, and 
demn’d for her Life at the Old Bailey , Ihe 
hang’d at Tyburn in the Twenty fifth Year of 
•Age, on Friday the Eighteenth Day of Decet 
in the Year 1691. 
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The LIFE of TOM TAYLOR. 


A T the fame Time with Moll Jones was exe- 
cuted Tom Taylor , a ftirfon’s Son, born at 
Colecbeftcr in EJfex ; who accuftoming him- 
felf to Gaming from twelve Years of Age, was fo 
edditted to Idlenefs, that he would not be brought 
up to any honeft Employment. Fathermore, re- 
jetting the good Counfel of his Parents, and join- 
ing himfelf to bad Company, he foon got into a 
Gang of Pickpockets, with whom he often went out 
to learn their evil Profeffion, and find the ready Way 
to the Gallows. Going once, with three or four of 
thefe Diving Sparks, to Guildford , a Market Town 
in Surrey , where there was ne«t Day a Fair to be 
kept, fearing to be difeover’d in that Concourfe of 
fo many People, they refolv’d to do their Bufinefj 
that very Evening, when the People were very bu fy 
in fictingnip their Stalls, and fotne little Trading 
was ftirring befides. Their firft Confutation was 
how to draw the Folks together to make one Jobb 
of it, which was agreed on in this Manner. Tom 
Taylor pretended to be an ignorant Clown, got his 
Mead into the Pillory, which was elevated near the 
Market-Houfe, as if he had only a Mind to be laugh- 
ed at. The Noife thereof caufing the whole Town 
to run together to fee this Spettacle, his Compa- 
nions fo ply’d their Work, while the People gaz’d, 
laugh’d, and ftar’d, that they left but few of them 
any Money in their Pockets. Nay, the very Keep- 
er of the Pillory, who was as well plcju’d at t)u! 


curious Sight as any Body, was ferv’d in the 11 
Manner with the reft. 

Tom feeing the Work was done, and having X 
Sign given him that his Comrades were depar | 
came down from his Wooden Machine ; where j 
the Company difpers’d themfelves. A little \\ 
after, feme of them clapping their Hands into 
Pockets, they cry’d out with one Voice, that ifi 
Pockets were pick’d, while in the Confufion 
flunk away to his Companions, who were ou of 
the .Reach of Apprehcnfion. 

At laft, Taylor being pretty expert at pickir dl 
Pockets, he fet op for himfelf ; and one Day gig 
to the Playhoufe in Drury-Lane, very well dreji,* 
he feated himfelf by a Gentleman in the Pit, w,fe 
Pocket he pick’d of aboat forty Guineas, and 
clean off. This good Succefc tempted Tom tc^o 
thither the next Day, in a different Suis of Cion, 
when perceiving Che fame Gentleman in the t, 
whofe Pocket he had pick’d but the Day before ie 
takes his Seat by him again. The Gentleman as', 
fo fharp, as to know Hie Face again, for all 
Change of Apparel, though he feem’d to takot 
Notice of him ; whereupon putting a great Qu:i' 
ty of Guineas into the Pocket next Tom y it was )t 
long before he fell to diving for them. The Go*' 
man had few’d Fifhing Hooks all round the F 
of that Pocket, and our Gudgeon venturing too d \ 
by uaconfcionably plunging down to the very > 
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m t his Hand was caught, and held fo faft, that he 
aid no manner of Way difentangle it. 

Tom angled cp and down in the Pocket for near a 
iarter of an Hour, the Gentleman all the While 
iding his ftruggling to get his Hand out, took no 
otice, till at laft Tom very conteoufly pulling off 
15 Hat, quoth he. Sir , by a Mi flake , I have fome- 
tv 'put my Hand into your Pocket , infltad of my 
JK . The Gentleman, without making any Noife, 

! ofe and went to the Rofe Tavern, at the Corner of 
ridget-flreet, and Tom along with him, with his 
and in his Pocket, where it remain’d till he had 
at for fome of his Cronies, who paid down 
ghty Guineas to get the Gudgeon out of this dry 
jnd. 

However, the Gentleman being not altogether 
ntented with this double Satisfaction for his Loft, 
moll unmercifully caned him ; and then turning 
m over to the Mob, they as unmercifully pump’d 
m, and duck’d him in a Horfe-Pond, and after that 
4 cruelly us’d him, that they broke one of hk Legs 
d an Arm. 

1 Tom meeting with fuch bad Ufage in his firft fet- 
ig up for himfelf, he was fo much out of Conceit 
th the Trade of picking Pockets, that he left it 
Jte off, and follow’d Houfe-breaking ; in which 
ind of Villany he was fo notorious, that he had 
mmitted above fixty Felonies and Burglaries only in 
; County of Middle/ex, in lefs than fourteen Months. 
1 reign’d eight Years in his Crimes ; but at length 
ting a Barn on Fire betwixt Brentford and Atfirly, 
ittle Village lying about a Mile North from that 
awn, while the Servants came from the Dwelling 
oufe to quench it, he ran up into a Chamber, pre- 
tding to help to prefer ve the Goods, but ran a- 
1 y with a Trunk, in which was a great deal of 
ate, and an Hundred and forty Pounds in Mo- 
y. He was apprehended before he got to Ham- 
rfmith, where being carry’d before a Magiftrate, 


he was committed to Negate s and receiving Sen- 
tence of Death at the Old Eaily ; when Ibont 
Twenty nine Years of Age : He was hang’d at Ty- 
burn on Friday the eighteenth Day of December , in 
the Year 1691, as before mention’d. Where he 
faidhe had been addifted to Swearing, Drunkenncfs, 
Whoredom, all all other Sins whatever,. excepting 
Murder. 

On the feme Day, befides thefe Two, fuffer’d, 

1. One William Horfey , for the horrid Murder ©f 
two Men, one of which was his particular Friend ; 

2. William Smith , a Vintner, for Felony ; 3. Maty 
Motte, for the barbarous Murder of her Male Ballard 
Child, by putting it up in a Baker, and expofing it 
in a Gutter, till’d it was ftarv’d ; 4. John Barret , a 
Furrier’s Son, who was put Apprentice to a Clothier, 
but ferving only four Years of his Time, and getting 
into bad Company, he committed a Burglary, which 
brought him to this flnmeful Death : 5. William 
Good , for robbing a Gentleman in Hackney Fields of 
a Silv^r-hilted Sword, a Gold Watch, and twenty 
eight Guineas ; 6 . Richard Johnfon , for committing 
feveral moll notorious Robberies in and aboht the 
Cities of London and Weflminfler , and other Places 
in the County of Middle fex ; 7. Anne Miller , for 
Felony and Burglary ; 8. and 9. Edward Booth, and 
Humphrey Malice , the laft of whom was a Gardener 
at Weflminfler , for robbing a Gentleman in Chelfea- 
Fields of a Silver SaufF Box, a Gold Watch, a Peri- 
wig, a Beaver-Hat, a Pair of Scone Buckles fet in 
Silver, and Twenty four Shillings in Money, ic. 
A Glazier living in Exeter-flreet, fot committing fe- 
veral notorious Robberies on the Highway, to the 
great AftoniGhment of all his Neighbours, among 
whom he feem’d to carry a very civil and honelt 
Correspondence, and devoutly exclaim’d againft all 
Manner of Vice ; but as the old Proverb is, The ftill 
Sow drinks all the Draught. 


LIFE of JACK WITHRINGTON. 
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HIS Fellow was the youngeft of five Bro- 
thers, who were all born at Blandford in 
Dorfetjhire. The other four were all hang’d 
♦ the Country, for which Reafon they muft remain 
Obfcurity ; but Jack had the good Fortune to be 
ferv’d for Tyburn , and by that Means to have his 
'ame tranfmitted to Pofterity. He was bound to a 
anner in Shaft/bury , a Town in his native Country, 
ith whom he ferved about three Years : For being 
F an afpiring Mind, and thinking himfelf above 
ny mechanical Drudgery, he fcorn’d to be confined 
3 y longer, and like many Others, whom we have 
lentioned, chofe rather to expofe himfelf to the 
ide World, than receive a Maintenance for feven 
eari as the Reward of his Fidelity. 

After his Elopement, he enter’d into the Earl of 
Oxford's Regiment of Ilorfe, in which when Mon- 
outb's Rebellion was fuppreis’H in the Weft of Eng - 
md > he camt up to London , where he foon met 


with Opportunities of difeovering his Valour to the 
World. Thefe Occafions were two Quarrels in which 
he was engaged : The firft with a Man famous for 
Fighting, againft whom he behav’d with fo much 
Bravery and Skill, that it won him a vaft Reputa- 
tion : The fecond with a Perfon of great Eftate, but 
a noted Coward, when he fhew’d himfelf a Gentle- 
man by his Adherence to the Point of Honour and 
good Breeding. It muft be confefs’d, that to a 
Thinking Man, a Charatter founded upon fuch Ex- 
cellencies as thefe muft appear ridiculous ; but as 
'tis quite otherwife with Refpeft to the faihionable 
Part of Mankind, we need not wonder that With- 
rir.gton by thefe Duels won abundance of Applaufe, 
fo as thereby to contraft a Familiarity with all the 
greateft Fighting Men of the Time, elpeeially thofe 
in His own Regiment, and, what is the Confcquence 
of {he other, with all the noted Ladies of Pleafure, 
vho, though in ^hcr Cafes thoy ars altogether mer- 
cenary, 
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cenary, think themfelves obliged to be kind to Men 
of Bravery, there (till fubfifting a Sort of Quixoiifm 
among thofe People. 

Withrington however carry’d hii Manhood fo far, 
as to get himfelf turn’d out of the Regiment within 
a Year after, for challenging his Captain. He then 
became a perfett Bully and Gamefter ; and, being 
fortunate, in a little Time by thefe Means faw him- 
felf Matter of a confiderable Sum of Money. Not- 
withftanding nil this good Luck at firft, he found him- 
felf afterwards fubjeft to the Fate of Gametteri, a fix. 
to be frequently without Money in Spite of his large 
Winnings. 

This brought him at Iatt to consider the Uncer- 
tainty of Fortune, and endeavour to make himfelf 
Matter of her, by fupplying with Fraud, what he 
might want in plain open Skill. But this neither 
did not continue long ; for every one began to be 
aware of him, as of a common Sharper, and none 
that knew him would venture to play with him. 

In the common Scale of Knavery, the next Step 
above a Sharper is a downright Thief. Witherington 
made bold to afeend this Degree, and was refolv’d 
to take the moft honourable Station thereon, that of 
a Highwayman. He had Money enough to buy him 
a good Horfe, and Accoutrements, fo that the Re- 
folution and the real Attempt were not long afunder. 
His firft Adventure was with a Farmer, from whom 
he took Forty Pounds, giving him in Return only 
the following Harangue, occalion’d by the Country- 
man’s reproaching him with the Robbery. 

And prithee Friend , fays he, who is there now a- 
iays that does not rob ? The Taylor fie ah by cutting 
out the Cloth double for his Cufi ont tr s Breeches ; the 
Surgeon by prolonging a Cure ; the Apothecary by his 
quid pro quo, without any Regard to the Conflitution 
of his Patient ; the Merchant by his Change-Alley 
Out cries , which enable him t» raife and fall the Sticks 
at bis Pleafure : The Notary Publick gets a whole 
Lordjhip at once , once by an See. The robs us by 
impofing on our Credulity ; the Lawyer by every thing 
he does. In a l Ford, the Grocer ufes falfe Weights ; 
the Vintner adulterates his Wine ; the Butcher blows 
up his Meat ; the Vi flu alter draws in Jhort Mtafurcs ; 
the Cook roafis his Meat twice ; and, to fum up all , 
the Bakers, and you Farmers, giving him a Stroke a - 
crofs the Shoulders with his Whip, you cheat us by 
mutually coin plaining againfi one another , and raifing 
the Price of Bread in a Time of Plenty . Now 1 pro- 
fefs Travelling ; and ' why Jhould not I have the Li- 
berty to do in my Way of Trade as all others do in 
theirs, by flopping now and then a Man on the Road \ 
and taking what he has. 

We may fuppofe the Farmer was not much edify’d 
by this Difcourfe, becaufe he gave the Orator no 
Thanks, and feem’d willing to get away as foon as 
he could. 

The next that feH in Withrington' % Way, whom 
we have an Account of, was Mr. Edward Clark, 
Gentleman Ufher to the Dutchefs of Mazarine. 
They met in Devonjhire , in the Road between 
Cbudleigb and AJhburton. Mr. Clark made fome Re- 
fittanct, fo that in the Scuffle Withrington' s Mafque 
fell off, and difeover’d his Face, which Mr. Clark 
knowing, he called him by his Name, and faid ha 
hoped he would not rob zn old Acquaintance. In- 
deed I fieall. Sir , quoth Withrington , for you get 
your Money much eafier than I do, who am forced to 
•vftiture my Life for a Maintenance ;ycu have fo much 
a Year for eating, drinking, and entertaing your Lady 
with Scandal aud Ncnfenfe. What I Jhall take from 
you will do you little Harm ; * tis only putting a higher 
Price upon half a fcore Reputations , which you know 
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how 1o do as well as any Coxcomb in England. Lc 
dies never let fitch faithful Servants go unrewardec 
nor will yours fuff er your Lofs to Jail on your ft If. H' 
got about eight Guineas out of this Gentleman’.* 
Pocket, and for old Acquaintance Sake bid him Goo 
b'w' ye very heartily. 

Withrington'* Robberies in lefs than a Year and 
half were talk’d of almottall over the Kingdom. £1 
alas! he met with a Diverfion, common to Mar 
kind, that draws eten the molt ttupid into the Ran 
of polite Perfons. The poor Man was in Love 
and with whom but a rich Widow Innkeeper in Br 
fiol? Farewel to the Highway ; Withrington has; * 
nother Scent to purfue. No more Robberies to l 
thought of from a Man who was himfelf robb’d ofh 
Heart! He employ’d an old Bawd in the Affai 
who was intimately acquainted with our Hoftefs, ar 
by this Flefh Broker’s Mediation Things had like 
have come to an Iffue, and Jack to have been M 
fter of the Swan-Inn. In fhort, there was nothii 
prevented it but the accidental coming of a certa 
Gentleman, who knew our Highwayman, and i 
form’d his Mittrefs what he was. The Ettedls of tl 
Difcovery were Jack' s being kick’d out of Doors 1 
the Hottler and Chamberlain, and the Commitnu 
of Madam the Negotiatrefs to Bridewell , in ore 
to mill Dolly. 

Withrington carry’d it off as well as he cou 
though all his Acquaintance perceiv’d he was afl 
ally in Love. He absolutely deny’d it. Why tl 
did you not rob your Landlady according to Cufloi. 
faid they. Becaufe, faid he, I chofe rather to > 
her of Her felf arfd of all foe had at once , than to 
Things by Halves : Curfe on my Stars, that I he 
not fucceeded. He would then pretend that wl 1 
Cupid fhot him, 

■ — He took Lis Stand 
Upon the Widow' j Jointure- Land j 

and that ’twas not the Woman but her Wealth l 
he was in Love with. However for fome Time th 
was as much Akeration in his Behaviour, as Dryu 
has deferibed in that of Cyrnon, when he became e 
mour’d of Iphigenia ; before which that excell< 
Poet gives us thu Pidure of him, 

A clewnijh Mien , a Voice with rufiic Sound, 

And fiupid Eyes that ever lov'd the Gtound. 

His Corn and Cattle were his only Care, 

And his fupreme Delight a Country Fair. 

His Quarter-Staff, which he could ne'er forfake , 

Hung half before, and half behind his Back : 

He trudg'd along , unknowing what he fought , 

And whifllcd as he went for want of Thought . 

But when he had beheld the fair One that cr.j 
vated his Soul, then 

Love, fiudious how to plea fe , improv'd bis Parts\ 
With polijh'd Manners, and adorn'd with Arts ; 
Awak' d the Jleepy Vigor of his Soul ; 

And brujhing o'er , gave Motion to the Pool ; 

To liberal Arts inclin'd the narrow foul'd. 

Soften'd the fierce, and made the Coward bold. 

It was jutt the fame Thing with Withrington, 1 
Regard to his Morals; for he had even a Mincp 
turn honeft, and never offend again It the Laws f 
Hofpitality and mutual Forbearance again while s 
liv’d: But pinching Want, and a Profpedt of nod. g 
but Mifery, ruin’d tJiefe good Beginnings, and turd 
the whole Stream of his Mind back into the fon r 
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hsnncl, from whence it never afterwards was di- 

■rted. 

After his Return to the Highway, he, and one 
his Companions, met with Mr. Thompfon , a noted 
aylor, in a Parc of Hertfordshire that was conve- 
ent for robbing. They took from him about 30 
3imds in Silver, and then demounting him, they 
-der’d him to ihy where he was till they brought 
m more Company. As foon as they were gone 
am him, he remounted his Horfe, and attempted 
, ride off as faft as he could. But our Highway- 
en perceiving what he was at, having the befl 
orfes, they fetch'd him back, and miftruiling he 
id more Money, by his being in fo much Hafte, 
,cy fearch’d him afrcfti, he protefting alljthe while, 
L at he had not fo much as a Farthing left if it were 
\ fave his Soul. In a literal Senfe he might be 
ght; but they made a fhife to find Forty Guineas, 
hich they thought better than Farthings. With- 
ngton upon this exclaim’d, That 'twas a fadThing 
at one Chrtfian could not believe another f They 
en (hot his Hcrfe, to put a Stop to his Speed, 
id fo rode aw3y and left him. 

In CoRjunftion with the fame Accomplice, 'he 
ap’d a Gentleman and his Wife both on one Horfe, 
:twixt St. Alban's and Dunftable. They very 
bmifii vely crav’d Ben«voIence, which not being 
adily granted, they (hot the Horfe, and fwore, 
hat if they could have no Money , they would have 
>e Homan. This they perform’d by taking Madam 
ide into an adjacent Coppice, and each of them 
fling his Pleafure with her, while the other flood 
entincl over the Hufhnnd. When they had done, 
iey rilled the Gentleman of eleven Guineas, telling 
im, That was no more than their jttjl Wages, for 
forming his Drudgery , and they would be paid 
>r what they had done. 

» The la/t Robbery U'ithrington committed was a 
me. He ttopp’d a Nobleman on Hcunflow- Heath 
ttended by two Footmen. There was a fliort Dil- 
ute ; but V/tthringlon having the belt of it, he took a 
ortnnnteao, in which was Two Hundred and Eighty 
Guineas, Sixty Pounds in Silver, and a Parcel of 
ne Linnen. A Hue and Cry was foon iffued out 
feer him, and he was apprehended by Means of it 
t Malmfiury in Wiltjhire , from whence he was re- 
mov’d to London , where he was condemn’d for 
his Fa&. 

The Sentence of Death feem’d to have no EfFeft 
•n his Temper, for he was as gay and humourous 
nder that Circumilance as ever he had been before. 
-Vhen he was riding up Holborn Hi//, he order’d 


the Cart to flop ; and calling up the Sheriff’s De- 
puty, Sir, faid he, I owe a fmall Matter at the 
Three Cups, a little further , for which I am a - 
fraid of being arrefled as I go by the Door i there- 
fore I fball be much obliged to you , if you will be 
pleafed to carry me down Shoe- Lane, and bring me 
up Drury-Lanc again into the Road by which lam 
to travel this devilifh Jong Journey. r I he Deputy 
inform’d him, that if fuch a Mifchance fhould *. ip- 
pen, he fhould come to no Damage ; for , lays he, 
Til be Bail for you myfelf , rathtr than you (ball 
go bach to Prifon again. Thank you heartily , dir, 
quoth Jack, 1 prot e/l, 1 could not have thought that 
I had a Friend hi the World , who would have food 
by me fo in fuch a Time of Need. After tins he 
rode very contentedly to the Place of Execution, 
where he was tuck’d up with as little Ceremony 11 
ufual. This fatal Day was H ednefaay the firit of 
April , in the Year 1691. 

The Night before his Execution, he writ the Fol- 
lowing lhort Letter to a Friend in Dorfetjhire. 

Dear Tom, 

A S l vtrj much quejlion whether or no you may 
fee any News-Papers in the Place where you 
live , 1 think it highly neceffary to fend you Word by 
Letter , that 1 am to be bang d to-morrow ; other - 
wife you may lofe your old Correspondent , and never 
know the Reafon of it. I don / btlieve you'll be 
much fur pried d at thtfe Tidings , btcaufe you have of- 
ten told me 'twas what 1 muft come to ; as to my 
own Part , I have a thoufaud times confejfed, that 1 
expelled it. 

But 1 fend you this as a Secret , and as to my Friend 
and Confident ; for though ' tis my Fate to be taken 
out of the World in good Health , there's no Need 
for all the Country to know it. Nc , no, Tom, pi 1 - 
ihee take Care of my Reputation when I am gone, and 
don't hi me be abus'd by Slanderers ; for as big a 
Rogue as 1 have been, I believe there are fame biuoer, 
who have neverthelefs left goed Names behind t ft m ; 
and what need a Man wifh for mere ? 

lam apt to think they'll be fo Hl-natur'J in the 
ether World , as never to let me fend to thee from 
thence, becaule nve have never had a Line f anv 
one of my Brothers. But if a Body can t do a Thing , 
one cant. I don' t know what to fay more, unlefs 
it be, that 1 fhould be very glad if 1 was along with 
you in Dorfetfhiie. 

Tours , Sec, 


J. Withrington. 
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The LIFE of TOM COX. 


T HOMAS COX was bom at Blandford 
in Dsrfetjbire* He was the youngell Son 
of a Gentleman, fo that having but a fmall 
Patrimony, he foon confumed it in riotous Living. 
Upon the Decay of his Fortune he came up to Lon- 
dotty where he fell in with a Gang of Highwaymen, 
and eafily comply ’d with their Meafures, in order 
to fupport himfelf in his difiolute Courfe of Life. 
He was three Times try’d for his Life, before the 
laft fatal Tryal ; and had, after all thefe Imputati- 
ons, a Profpedt once more of making himfelf a Gen- 
tleman, fo indulgent was Providence to him. A 
young Lady fell in Love with him at Worcefler, he 
being a very handfome Man, and fhe went fo far as 
to communicate her Pa/fion, and almoft make him a 
direft Offer of herfelfand Fifteen Hundred Pounds. 
Cox marry ’d her; but, inftead of fettling himfelf in 
the World, and improving her Fortune, he fpent it 
all in Iefs than two Years, broke the poor Gentle- 
woman’s Heart with his ill Ufage, and then took 
to his old Courfes again. 

The Robberies he committed after this were al- 
raoft innumerable : We fhall briefly mention a few, 
without dwelling on Particulars that are not mate- 
rial. One Day he met with Killigrew, who had 
been Jefter to King Charles the Second, and order’d 
him to deliver. Are you in Earneft, Friend? faid 
the Buffoon. Tom reply’d, Yes, by G — d am 1 ! 
for though you live by jefitig, 1 catdt. Killigrenjj 
found he fpoke Truth ; for io well as he lov’d jett- 
ing, he could not conceive that to be a Jett which 
cott him Twenty, five Guineas ; for fo much Tom 
took from him. 

Another Time he robb’d Mr. Hitchcock , an At- 
torney of New-Jnn, of Three Hundred and fifty 
Guineas, on the Road between Midhurft and Tet - 
worth in the Counry of Suffix, giving him in Re- 
turn a Leffon on the Corruption of his Practice, and 
throwing him a fingle Guinea to bear his Charges. 
Mr. Hitchcock was a little furprized at the High- 
wayman’s Generoflty, but more at his Morality, 
imagining the World mutt needs be near its End, 
when the Devil undertook to reform it. 

Mrs. Box , an infamous Bawd, living in Fountain- 
Court , in the Strand , was another that fell into his 
Hands. She had been at Litchfield to receive Fifty 
Pounds, which was left her as a Legacy by a Sifter. 
Cox made bold to eafe her of her Burden, and give 
her a great many hard Words into the Bargain. He 
told her of the Vilenefs of her Profefiion, and that 
’twas pure Envy made a Bawd. For, fays he, when 
you have loft all your own Teeth, and are grown as 
ugly as Imagination can figure, you decoy young 
Women, and make them fubfervient to your Plea- 
furc, that you may hurry them by Difeafes into 
your own Condition. The old Haradan, being ufed 
to Scurrility, return’d his Compliments with others 
of the fame Kind, which provoked Cox fo far, that 
lie made her come out of the Coach, where fhe was 


alone, and pull off her Mourning-Clothes, tel » 
her, That when fhe came home, fhe would h * 
much more Reafon to buy Mourning than at ? 
Death of her Sitter ; becaufe by her Departure t 
of the World fhe bad got fomething, but by s 
Adventure fhe had loft it all again. 

Tom Cox was as great a Libertine in his Se - 
ments as he was in his Practice, for he pro fell \ 
Belief that the Summum Botium of Man confiftcc \ 
fenfual Pleafures, as Epicurus is faid to have thoi t 
formerly, whofe Difciple he called himfelf. ’T v 
common Thing to call Perfons Epicureans that 1 
into thefe Notions, and I don’t know whether i i 
Work of this Nature it may be worth while to pr * 
that the Word is falfely apply’d ; fince the Ide; i 
all that we are to regard. However, 'tis Pity j . 
cur us, who was certainly a very good, as well a \ 
very wife Man, fhould fuffer in the Opinions of tl : 
who may not have Opportunity to inform themfel . 
Let Epicurean fignify what it will, they are no 1 « 
lowers of Epicurus who are not Lovers of Vir , 
and who do not place their fupreme Happinefs in . 
moft exalted Pleafures of the Mind, as that gi 
Philofopher certainly did. 

Our Offender was at laft apprehended for a R 
bery on the Highway, committed near Chard 
Somcrfetfbire : But he had not been long confi 
in Ilchejier Jail, before he found an Opportunity 
efcaping. He broke out of his Ward into the Kc 
er’s Apartment, who, as good Lick would have 
had been drunk over Night, and was now in a p 
found Sleep. ’ fwas a Moonlight Night, and ( 
could fee a Silver-Tankard on the 'Fable in the Re 
which he fecured, and then let him fell out with / 
thority into the Street, by the Help of the Ke 
leaving the Doors aij unlock’d as he pafs’d. T 
.Tankard he had ftole was worth Ten Pounds; a 
befides that he got into a Stable juft by, and tool 
good Horfe, with proper Furniture, ro carry h 
off. This he look’d upon as one of his fortune 
Nights, to get his Liberty, and r • ood Booty ii 
the Bargain. 

’Tis reported of Tom Cox y that he more than on 
robb’d Perfons of his own Trade. Indeed the 
is an old Proverb, that two of a Trade can't agre 
but it mutt certainly be a very dangerous Thing f 
Highwaymen to make fo bold one with anothe. 
bccaufe every one of them is fo much expofed 
the Revenge of the reft ; and as Cox fometim 
robb’d in Company, it difeovers that he was n 
an unfociable Thief. 

One Time in particular he had Accomplice 
when he formed a Project of robbing a Noblema 
well attended, who was travelling the ICingdor 
Tom aflociared himfelf with this Nobleman on tl 
Road, and talk’d to him as they pitted along of tl 
Adventures he had rnet with, in fuch an agreeab 
Manner as gave a great deal of Pleafure. They h; 
not rid many Miles together, before two of Tom 

Companioi 
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Tompanions came pp and bid them Hand ; but im- 
nediately fled upon Tom's pulling out a Piilol, and 
naking a little Bluller. The Nobleman attributed 
jiis Delivery to the Generofity and Bravery of this 
ie w Companion, putting (till more Confidence in 
lim, and defiring his Company as long as poflible. 
They were to flay a whole Day at the next great 
Town, in order to take a Ride round the Country, 
nd fee what was to be feen, according to the Cuftom 
zhich this noble Friend of Tom's had praftifed all 
he Way. In the Morning the Saddle Horfes were 
at ready, and our two Fellow-Travellers fet out 
or the Tour of the Day, the Perfon of Quality re- 
jfing to take a Footman with him as ufual, that he 
light the more freely converfe with his new Ac- 
uaintance. 

We (hall not trouble the Reader with what they 
lw on the Way, and how much they were pleafed, 
scaule that is little to our Story. About Noon 
ley came to a convenient Place, when Cox fuddenly 
irew off the Mafque, and commanded his'Com- 
mion to deliver his Money. Why ay , fuch a thing 
ight be done here , for 'tis a devilijh lonefome Coun- 
ty, but I can fear no Danger nubile you are with 
? ; you, nuhofe Courage I have fo lately experienced , 
ys the Nobleman, not imagining but Cox had been 
1 this Time mimicking the Adventure of the pre- 
ding Day, Such a thing might be done ? Why, in 
e Name of Satan , I hope you don't think 1 have 
tt you Company all this Time to play nvitb you at 
ft ; if you do. Sir , let me tell you, you are damna- 
It? miftaken. With that he pull'd out a Piftol, and 
efented to his Breaft, faearing and curfing like a 
adman, till he had given fufficient Proof that he 
is in Earneft. Fill’d with Aftonifhment and Con- 
ion, our Nobleman deliver’d a Diamond Ring, a 
old Watch, and near an Hundred Guineas in Mo- 
y , flaring all the while in Tom's Face with as much 
cadfaftnefs as a Pi&ure. To prevent afudden Pur- 
it, Tern them demounted his Companion, bound 
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him Hand and Foot, and kill’d his Horfe, according 
to the Cuflom of experienc'd Highwayman ; taking 
his Leave with a Sneer and Good o' nu ye, Fellow- 
Traveller, till 1 meet you again . 

. After this Tom Cox committed two other Robbe- 
ries that were known. One of them was on a Gra- 
fier, who had been at Smithfeld and receiv'd about 
Three Hundred Pounds for Cattle, a great Part of 
which was in Silver, and confequently made it pretty 
bulky. When he had got the Money he fell to can- 
ing the poor Sufferer in an unmerciful Manner ; who 
deli red to know the Reafon of fuch Ufage after he 
had taken all. Sirrah , fays Tom, ’ tis for loading 
my Horfe at this Rate ; that you may remember ano- 
ther Time to get your Money charged into Gold be- 
fore you come out of Town ; for who the Plague 
muf be your Porter l We may reafonaLly fuppofc 
the Gralier chofe rather to pay for the Return of his 
Money for the future, than carry fo much about 
him. 

Tom's laft Robbery was on a farmer, from whom 
he took about Twenty Pounds. It was not above a 
Week after the Fatt before the faid Farmer came to 
London about Bufinefs, and faw Tom come out of his 
Lodgings in Effex Street in the Strand ; where upon 
crying out flop Thief, he was immediately appre- 
hended in St. Clement's Church-Yard, and com- 
mitted by a neighbouring Magiftrate to Newgate, 
where he lived till the Seffions in nn extravagant 
Manner, being very full ofMoney. Receiving Sen- 
tence of Death on the Farmer’s Depofirion at Ju/lice- 
Hall, on Wednefday the third Day of June , 1691, 
he was hang’d at Tyburn , in the Twenty fixth Year 
of his Age. He was fo refolute to the laft, that when 
Mr. Smith the Ordinary alk'd him a few Moments 
before he was turn'd off, whether he would join 

with his Fellow Sufferers in Prayer ? D »you. 

No ; fays he, and kick'd both Ordinary and Execu- 
tioner out of the Cart. 


The LIFE of SIMON FLETCHER. 


|T“"H HIS C /Fender was a Son of a Baker i n 
I Refer. ry-Lane, to which T rade he ferv'd 
l kbout four Years with his Father ; but hap- 
ping feveral times to fall into bad Company, and 
tng of a vicious Inclination, he was prevailed on, 
vhout much Difficulty, to run away from his Ser- 
mde, and enter with a Gang of Thieves. The 
^efSort of Thieving at that Time was cutting off 
fnple’s Purfes or Pockets, which was in Ufe long 
Lore the modem and more dextrous Pra&ice of 
1 king out the Money, and leaving the Cafe he- 
ld. The latter, however, mull be allow'd to be 
cy an Improvement of the former, and there- 
f * the Performances of any of our Pick-Pockets 
c not be faid to derogate from the Merit of thofe 
* ntlemen of the laft Age ; for the Inventors of 
Sciences have generally been look’d upon to 


deferve a greater Share of Praife than they that 
have brought thofe Sciences to Perfe&ion, becaufe 
’tis much eafier to refine upon the Thought of 
another Perfon, than to ftart any new Thought of our 
own. 

Simon Fletcher was look'd upon to be the greateft 
Artift of his Age by all his Contemporaries of the 
fame Trade ; which is the Reafon of our Introdu- 
cing him into this Place. There are fome particular 
Stories of his Performances in this Kind, which might 
be here inferted, if they did not feem to be rather 
Inventions than Realities, for which Reafon we think 
it proper to omit them. He was not lefs knowing 
in all the other Parts of Roguery that were then in 
Pra&ice, and 'tis affirmed, that he was conftituted 
Captain of all the Thieves in and about London , by 
general Confent. AH that we know more of him is. 
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that he was at laft taken, committed to Newgate, and 
haug’d at Tyburn. His Exit was in 1692, when he 
was about fifty three Years of Age. 

Having mention’d his cutting of Purfes , and be- 
ing made Captain of the Thieves, no Place can be 
properer than this to give fome Account of thofe 
Words ; we mean, to inform the Reader how cutting 
of Purfes was perform’d, and what was the Office 
and Authority of a Captain of the Thieves. 

The Women of thofe Times wore their Pockets 
more expos’d than they do at prefent, and ’twas 
very common for the Men to carry their Money in a 
Purfe or Bag ty’d about their Middle, almofl in the 
fame manner as the Women now tye their Pockets, 
or as fome publick Officers carry their Purfes to this 
Day on folemn Occafions ; the Ufe of Fobs and 
Breeches Pockets not being then introduc’d, the Rea- 
fon of their Invention being perhaps only to prevent 
the Rogueries that were then committed. Now the 
Art of thefe Fellows confifted in cutting off thofe 
Purfes fo as not to be perceiv’d ; for which Purpofc 
they haunted Fairs, Market*, Churches, and other 
publick Places, that fo they might take Advantage 
of the Throng. He who perform’d the Operation, 
had alway another Handing near him, to whom he 
immediately gave the Purfe, and whofe Buhncfs it 
was to make off as fall as he could, while the other 
ft aid to brazen it out, if he were fufpefted, clear 
himfelf, and prove his Accufcr a Lyar. 

A Captain of Thieves is a Sort of abfolute Lord 
over all thofe that put themfeives in Subje&ion to 
him. He has the Privilege to examine all Novices 
that are juft enter'd, put them to Tryals of their 
Skill, afk them Queftions relating to their Calling ; 
and, finally, to affign them fuch Provinces rn the 
Commonwealth of Thieves as he thinks moll fuitable 
to their Genius, to which they are obliged to keep 
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upon Forfeiture of their Honour* He has alway 
Referveof the mo ft experienc’d and adtive Fello* 
whom he fends upon any fudden and diffic 
Enterprises, and who are always to be near j 
Perfon. No Man iu the Fraternity mull forget u 
Point of Duty, or exceed the Bounds of his Cc, 
million, by meddling with another Man’s Charge, p 
attempting Things which he has been told are abi; 
his Capacity. 1 he ufual Time of Probation isabr 
three Months, during which the young Initiate i ? 
conftantly at his Exercife before the Captain, ai 
Trooper’s Horfe that is not broke is at the Rid r 
School • He muft fcale a Wail, fnaich off a Perriv. * 
Heal a Watch, and do a hundred Things of ir 
Kind. 

When his Abilities have been fufficiently pre i 
and the Captain has pronounc’d what he is fit 
he is conftantly to wait upon his Honour one 1 
Week, and give an Account of his Aftions. At ? 
fame Time he is to pay a Dividend out of w t 
he has gotten towards the Captain’s Maintenai , 
who reprehends, or praifeshim, according as his F >. 
ligence or Vigilance have deferv’d, and appoints s 
Station for the enfuing Week. An Oath drawi p 
in the moft facred Terms is exafled of every M • 
ber for the Security of the Society. 

There are Puniffiments afiign’d for thofe who i) 
in any of the abovemention’d Particulars : The (l 
Time, ’cis faid, they are abridg'd of Part of 1 X 
they have taken ; the fecond Time of a whole Wc 'g 
Benefit!, and fo on to a Deprivation fometimesol c 
or fix Months. But the moft difgraceful Penan is 
to be made a Spy or Follower to ihe reilfor a cei n 
Time. Thefe Puniffiments have their defir’d El t, 
and the whole Fraternity is kept in Order, bet > 
if any Member were troublefome, the Captain w d 
deliver him up to the common Law, and fee n 
fairly hang’d 


The LIFE oj PATRICK FLEMMING 


P ATRICK FLEMMING was a Native 
of Ireland , and born at Athlone , which is re- 
markably fituated in the Counties of Eaft and 
U'eft Meath , as well as in the Provinces of Ltinfter 
and Connaught. His Parents rented a Potato-Garden 
#f about 1 5 s . per Annum, upon the Produce of which, 
and the Increafe of their Geefe, Hens, Pigs, &c. 
they wholly depended for the Subfiftence of them- 
feives and nine Children. They, and their whole 
Family of Swine, Poultry, and Progeny, all took up 
their Lodging at Night not only under the fame 
Roof, but in the fame Room ; according to the 
Practice of Abundance of their Country-People, who 
build only for Neceffity, without any Idea of what 
we call Beauty and Order. One may guefs from the 
Circumftances of the Father, that the Son had fmall 
Share of liberal Education, tho* he had the moft 
Claim to it of any one of the Children, as he was the 
tideft : But what he wanted in Acquirements was 
waste »p with Impudence, a Quality which in moft 


ignorant People happily fills up their Void of K; v- 
ledge. 

When he was about thirteen Years of Agw* 
Countefs of Kildare took him into her Servifi* in 
the Capacity of Footboy ; and finding him fo ut ly 
deftitute of Learning, ffie was fo indulgent as tt ut 
him to School: But inftead of being grateful to« 
Ladyffiip in improving his Time to the beft Ac 
tage, he was entirely negligent, and difcover’no 
Inclination to his Book. Her Lady admoniffi’d im 
frequently, but to no Purpofe ; for he grew notify 
cateleft but infolent, till at laft, being found incri' 
gible, he was difeharged from the Family. 

It was not long, however, before he was fo f in- 
nate as to get to be a Domeftick of the Earl of /*• 
trim's 5 but here his Behaviour was worfe tha be- 
fore- He was a Scandal to the whole Family f? r 
the little Wit he had was altogether turned on if- 
chief : His Lord bore it a pretty while, not th- 
landing the repeated Complaints of his Felloe cr* 
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/ants, and took no Notice fo long as he could avoid 
t ; but at lafi: this Nobleman alio was obliged to 
urn him out of Doors ; and this was the Occafion. 
The Earl of Antrim was a Romom Catholick , and 
;ept a Prieft in the Houfe, as his Chaplain and Con- 
'ellor, to whom every one of the Servants was re- 
juir’d to pay great Refpeft. Patrick on Account 
f his Diforderlinefs was often reprov’d by this Gentle- 
man, and he receiv’d it very well till one Day he hap- 
en’d to iiud the holy Father afleep in fome private 
'art of the Houfe, in a very indecent Poffure ; 
/hereupon he went and got all the Family to that 
lace, and Ihew’d them what he had difcover’d as a 
avenge upon the Parfon, who at that Inftant a- 
ak’d. With Re fp eft to the Servants this had the 
efir’d Effeft, and expos’d the Prieff to Ridicule ; 
ut the Earl, when he heard it, took the Part of his 
haplain, believ’d the Story a Slander, and immedi- 
dy gave Flemming a Di {'charge, as defir ’d. P st- 
ick lound Means, however, before he entirely left 

1 ,e Neighbourhood, to rob his Lordlhip of Money 
id Plate to the Value of about Two hundred 
Kinds, with which he fled to Athenrea in the Pro- 
nce 0‘f Connaught . 

He hid himfelf here in a little Hut that he found 
r ten or twelve Days, till he imagin’d the Hue and 
t ;y after him might be over, and then made the belt 
his Way to Dublin ; where he foon enter’d into a 
:ng of Houfe-breakers, and during the Space of 
Years was concern’d in more Robberies than had 
er before been committed in that City in the Me- 
jry of Man. 

Wr.ile he continued in Dublin , he was twice in 
linger of being hang’d for his Offences, which were 
1 great as to nuke him the publick Subjeft of Con- 
rlation all over. the City. He now perceiv’d he 
l?<n to be too well known to ffay tnere any longer 
ikifety, and lo he retir’d into the Courtry, and 
n’d Highwayman. The chief Place of his Haunt 
s about the Bog of Alan , where he attack’d al- 
ft all that pafs’d that Way, of whatever Quality ; 
fling th..m, “ That he was abfolute Lord of that 
I Road, r.nd had a Right to demand Contribution of 
% a!! that cravell’d it, and to punifh thofe with Death 
‘vho refus’d to comply ; therefore, if they had 
'any Regard for their Lives, he advifed them to de- 
liver what they bad peaceably, and not put him to 
the Trouble of exerting his Prerogative.” By 
ffe Means he became more dreaded in the Conn- 
ie where he robb’d than any Thief of his Time : 
lr he not only threaten’d thofe with Death who 
tputed with him, but aftually murder’d feveral, and 
td many others with Abundance of Barbarity. 

'Tis reported, that in a few Days he robb’d one 


hundred and twenty five Men and Women upon the 
Mountain of Bamjmoor; near which is a Wood which 
they call Colo roc kedie, where he had a ffe in bled a nu- 
merous Gang, out of which not a few at feveral 
Times were taken and executed. Peifons of Quality 
he ufually addrefs’d in their own Style, and told them 
he was as well bred as they, and therefore they muff 
fubferibe towards maintaining him according to his 
Rank and Dignity , 

< Among the principal Perfons whom he flopp’d and 
robb’d were the Archbilhop of Armagh , and the 
Bifhop oiRapho , both in one Coach ; the Arch-bifhop 
ot Tuam ; and the Lady Baltimore , with her youno- 
Son, a Child of four Years old ; whom he took from 
her, and obliged her to fend him a Ranlom within 
twenty four Hours, or clfe he told her, he would 
cut the young Puppy’s Throat and make a Pye 
of him. From the Archbilhop of Tuavt he got a 
Thoufand Pounds. After this he fled into Munffer, 
and continued the fame Trade there, till he Was 
apprehended for robbing a Nobleman of Two 
hundred and fifty Pound, for which Faft he was carry ’d 
to Cork , and committed to Prifon. 

But even now they were far from having him fo 
Lfe as they imagin’d ; for the County-Javl was nor 
flrong enough to hold him. He was no lboner con- 
fin’d than Ins Eyes were about him, and his Head 
plotting an Efcape : At laff he found Means u get 
up a Chimney, and by removing fome few Obffacles, 
to get out at the Top, and fo avoid Hanging for chat 
Offence. 

He follow’d his Villanies for fome Years after his 
breaking out of Pnfon, during uh ch Time he 
murder’d five Men, two Women, and a Buy of four- 
teen Years old. Befides which he mangled and 
wounded a great many others * in particular Sir Do - 
nagh O Brian , whofe Nofe, Lips, and Ears he cut 
off, for making fome fmall Refinance while he 
robb’d him. At laff he was apprehended by the 
Landlord of a Houfe where he ufed to drink, ne:.r 
Mancoth. The Landlord fent Advice, to the Sheriff 
of the County when he would be there with feveral 
of his Affociates, and the Sheriff, according to the 
Inffruftion, came one Evening with a icrong Guard, 
and befet the Houfe. Patrick and his Corumnv 
would have defended themfelves ; but the Landlord 
had taken Care to wet all their Fire-Arms, and pre- 
vent their going off ; by which Means they became 
ufelefs, and our Defperado with fourteen more were 
taken, carry’d to Dublin , and there executed on 
IVednefday the twenty-fourth of April , in the Year 
1650. After which Patrick Fleming was hang’d 
in Chains on the high Road a little without the 
City. 
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The LIFE of SAWNY DOWGLAS. 


N EXT after the Life of Patrick Fleming 
it may not be amifs to givefome Account of 
the Adventures Dowglar, a Scotch- 

man ; who was the Son of a Tanner, and born at 
Port Patrick in the Sh : re of Galloway , where ie 
Jiv’d till the unnatural Civil War broke out in 1641. 
Saivny at this Time being very zealous on the Side 
of the Kirk, and eonfequently againft the King, en- 
ter’d himfelf into the Service of the Parliament, was 
at the Siege of Dundee , and boafted after that bloody 
ACtion was over, that he kill’d with his own Hands 
no lefs than twenty nine Perfons, Thofe who have 
read the Hiftories of tkat Time will remember that 
Dundee was taken by Storm, and that the Garrifon 
was put to the Sword ; which gave Sawny an Oppor- 
tunity to difeover his Cruelty. 

After the Reftoration of King Charles , the Second, 
when the Scots were reduc’d to Obedience, Sawny 
found himfelf oblig’d to feck fome other Subfiftance 
than the Army. He had now been a Soldier about 
twenty Years, and though he had never been ad- 
vanc’d higher than to carry a Halbert, yet he was 
fome thing loth to lay down his Commiflion. How- 
ever there was no oppofing NecefTity, and he was 
obliged to fubmit as well as many of his Betters, who 
Were glad they could come off thus, after having been 
fo deeply concern’d in the Rebellion. 

Coming into England, and being deflitute of both 
Money and Bread, he was not long refolving what 
Courfe to take in order to fupply himfelf. The 
Highway, he thought, was as free for him as for any 
Body elfe, and he was both ftrong and defperate : 
But the Queftion was where fhould he get a Horfe 
and Accoutrements. What (faid he again) Jhould hin- 
der my taking the firjl that comes in my Way , and 
feems fit for my Purpofe? Purfuant to this lad Refo- 
lution, he kept on the main Road with a good Crab- 
Tree Stick in his Hand, till he faw a Gentleman’s 
Servant alone, well mounted, with Piftols before him. 
He had fome Queftion ready to- afle, and after that 
another, till the poor Footman was engaged in a 
Difcourfe with him, and rode along gently by his 
Side. At lad Sawny obferves an Opportunity, and 
takes him an effectual Knock on the Pate, which fol- 
low’d with four or five more left him infenfible on the 
Ground, while our young Adventurer rode off with 
the Horfe till he thought himfelf out of the Way of 
any Enquiry. 

The fird Robbery he committed was in Maiden- 
head-Thicket, in Berkjhire, in thofe Times a very 
noted Haunt for Highwaymen. The Perfon he 
dopp’d was one Mt. Thurfton , at that Time Mayor 
of Tbornbury in Gloucefierjbire 5 he got about 1 8 /. 
and was fa uncivil as to refufe the poor Gentleman 


Ten Shillings to bear h’s Charges home ; w | 
was all he requir’d, and for which he begg’d \ * 
hard. 

Another Time he robb’d the Dutchefs of A 
marle of Diamond-Rings to the Value of 200/ r . 
fides a Peail Necklace, rich Bracelets, and Ear-R 
After this he came and took Lodgings at the Hi c 
of one Mr. Knowles, an Apothecary in Tut hi l- fi) | 
Wefiminfter ; where he fet up for a Gentleman, 
pear’d very fine, and made Love to his Landlo s 
Daughter, who was reputed to be a 2000 /. Fortt I 
For fome Time he was very well receiv’d hotly- 
the young Lady and her Father ; but when his i l 
ney was gone, and they found him full of Shifts, l 
and Evafions, they not only difearded him a; a 1 , p ! 
band and Son in-law, but turn’d him fairly ou if 
Doors. 

Sawny now took to the Road again, and com 
ted more Robberies than before, ranging all ovej t 
North of England, and being often fo fortunate ; 0 
efcape Juflice when it purfu’d him. He more *r 
contracted a Familiarity with Du Vail, the jt 
generous fpirited Highwayman that ever liv’d, w ( 
Friendfhip continu’d till Death parted them bt [ 
Deputy Jack Ketch. Sawny's latl Attempt wa i 
the Earl of Sandwich, who was afterwards Adr ll 
in the Dutch War, and unfortunately loft his |p 
together with his Ship. This noble Commander jC 
ing Arms in the Coach, refolv’d not to be infi i 
by a Highwayman, and difeharged a Piftol l 
Sawny's Horfe, which immediately dropping d t 
under him, the Servants came up and fecur’d our be p 
North-Britatn, who was thereupon committed ) 
Newpatc, and in lefs than a Month after order'd ; 
Tyburn . 

While he was under Sentence he behav’d in a 1 jr 
profane and indecent Manner ; curfing the Bell-i R 
for his bad Englifh, when he repeated the ufual * 
mento the Night before his Execution. At St. - 
pulchre' s the next Day, when the appointed C * 
mony was perform’d, inftcad of compofing his Cc - 
tenance, and looking as a Man in his Condi q 
ought to do, he only told the Spectators, That >|j 
hard a Man could not be fujfer'd to go to the C * 
lows in Peace ; and that he had rather be hatd 
twice over without Ceremony , than once after j; 
fuperfiitious Manner. He read no Prayer-Book, t 
carry ’d the Ballad of Chensy-Chace in his Hand all e 
V/ay to Tyburn ; when he came thither he took ! o 
Notice of the Ordinary, but bid the Hangman c 
fpeedy, and not make a great deal of Work ab : 
nothing, or moil about a meer Trifle. Hedd 
Sept. 10, 1664, aged fifty three, and was bury ’a: 
Tyburn- Road. 
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; The LIFE of WILLIAM BE W. 


tE have little more to fay of this Fellow, 
h/V/ than that he was Brother of Captain Be r w, 
f T the notoriou'Highwayman, who was kill'd 
I ue Years ago at Knightjbridgc , by one Figg 9 and 
fae 7 hief- l akers ; and that he was himfelf as 
I at an Offender in that Way as his faid Brother 
/ molt of his Time; only his Reign was fhorter 
t'nthatof feme Others, he being apprehended at 
h'tnford before he had purfued the Courfe many 
\ irs, brought from thence to Newgate, and at the 
r i Execution tuck’d up at Tyburn. This fatal 
tv to him was Wedncfday the 17th of Jpril , in 
t Year 16S9. 

I t cannot be expected that we fhould give a par- 
t lar Detail of all the Actions of every one whom 
'll introduce into this Collection; nor is it at all 
A erial ; fince the Reader cannot but think as well 
that the mod remarkable Particulars have 


1 


1 tranfmitted to us, and confequently, that thofe 
flngs which are pafied over in Silence, would, if 
fl had been recorded, have afforded him but very 
Pleafure. Captain Smith indeed, in his Lives, 
k generally found fomething to relate of every one 
(Mentions, but then mod of his Stories are fuch 
t; fac’d Inventions, that we are confident thofe who 
if: ever feen his Books will pardon us for omitting 
pi. It will not be long before we fhall come 
n to more Certainty, and then a more particular 
)unt of every Malefactor’s Crimes may be pro- 
d ; and we may be depended upon for taking 
on our Parts, that every Thing Ihall be related 
the utmod ExaCtnefs. That this Life of Bew 
not, however, appear more barren than any 
>tr, we (hall infert in it two fhort Stories, which 
fed, as we are inform’d, to tell himfelf in his 
.i-Time. 

lie fird of them is, that being at Brijlol , he took 
1 edging in the Houfe of one Mr. Stone, who kept 
th Dolphin-Inn in Dolphin4ane . This Landlord of 
tii ad never any Child, and was reputed to be a very 
ttuous Fellow. Bew lay in the next Room to him, 
'n^eard his Wife tell him one Night, that fhe be- 
ied Jhe was with Child. The old Gentleman up- 
>n his began to be terribly uneafy, and reckon’d 
p i the Charges that a Bantling would bring upon 
|ij not forge ting the extraordinary Expences of a 


Lylg-in. He then confider’d whether a Boy or a 
fi- would cod him mod, and concluded, upon the 
i, that a Son was likely to be fooned got off his 
!$, and put into a Capacity to maintain himfelf. 
upon he told his Spoufe very abruptly. That he 
have her bring him a Bey. Madam reply ’d, 
it was not in the Power of her , or of any 
f c m living, to he deliver'd of which Sex fhe pie afed. 
IV his the old Man anfwer’d with a fevere Sn^b, 
it was in vain for her to talk , for a Boy he ?nufl 
if he had any Child at all ; wd that if Net' 


ture fent a Girl into the World, he would metamor 
phofe it into the Sex he liked ; for he would put only 
Bey's Clothes upon it, and oblige her never to let any 
Body into the Secret , at leaf till Jhe vse: able to Jkift 
for herfelf This Dialogue, doubtlefs, was plealant 
enough to Be w, who did not day to fee the Event 
of hrs Landlady’s great Belly. But making him- 
felf merry was not the only Advantage he found 
in this Apartment ; for he overheard the mi- 
fer.ible old Wretch tel^his Wife, every Night, whi- 
ther he was ro go the next Day, and upon what Bu- 
finefs. By this Means he got Intelligence of his be- 
ing to go one Day a pretty Way out of Town, to 
receive One Hundred and thirty Pounds, and he took 
Care to lighten him of his Burden before he came 
home again, and rode off with it into another Part 
of the Kingdom ; it being worth while ; as he often 
merrily ufed to fay, to change his fhiarters for fuch 
a Lump as this . 

The other Story is of an Adventure of Bev/i 
with a young Lady, whom he overtook on the Road, 
with her Footman behind her. He made bold to 
keep them Company a pretty Way, talking all along 
of the Lady’s extraordinary Beauty, and carrying his 
Compliments to her to an unreafonuble Height. Ma- 
dam was not at all difpleafed with what he faid ; for 
fhe look’d upon herfelf to be every bit as handiome 
as he made her : However, fhe leern’d co contra- 
dict all he told her, and profeifed with a mighty 
formal Air, That Jhe had none of the Perfections he 
mentioned , and was therefore highly obliged to him 
for his good Opinion of it ll'oman who deferv'd it fo 
little. 7 " hey went on in this Manner ; Be iv dill pro- 
tefting, that fhe was the moft agreeable Lady he ever 
faw, and fhe declaring, that he was the moft com- 
plaifant Gentleman fhe ever met with : This was 
the Difcourfe till they came to a convenient Place 
when Bew took an Opportunity to knock the Foot- 
man off his Horfe ; and then addreffiug himfelf to 
the Lady, Madam, fays he, I have been a great 
while difputing with you about the Beauty of your 
P erf on ; but you infijl fo ftrongly on tny being mijlaken , 
that 1 cannot in good Manners contradict you any long - 
er : However , 1 am not fatisfyd yet, that you have 
nothing handjotne about you, and therefore I snuff beg 
Leave to examine your Pocket, and fee what Chas ms 
are contain'd there. Having deliver’d his Speech, 
he made no more Ceremony, but thruft his Hand in- 
to her Pocket, and pull’d out a Purfe with fifty 
Guineas in it. Thefe are the Charms 1 mean, fays 
lie; and away he rode, leaving her to meditate" a 
little upon the Nature of Flattery, which commonly 
picks the Pocket of the Perfon ’tis mod bufy about. 

Thefe two Relation*, and what we have faid at 
the Beginning concerning the 7 'ime of his Execution, 
aie all the Particulars we know of Bew. 
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The LIFE of JOHN COTTINGTON ' 
alias M U L-S A C K. 


T il E Father of John Cottington, or Mul- 
Sack, as he was oftener called, was a Haber- 
dafher of Small Wares in Cbeaffide , and 
one Time reputed to be pretty wealthy : but having 
a large expenflve Family, and being himfelf very 
fond of what is commonly called Good Company, 
he fo far waded his Snbitance, as to die very poor, 
even fo poor as to be bury’d-by the Panfh. This 
was an unhappy Thing for his Children, who were 
no lefs than nineteen in Number, fifteen of which 
were Daughters, and John was the youngeft of them 
all of cither Sex, which expofed him perhaps to 
mord Misfortunes than thofe who had fomc Reafon 
to govern themfelves by, at the Time when they be- 
came Orphans. 

At about eight Years of Age he was put out Ap- 
pitnticc, to a Trade no lefs honourable than Chim- 
ney Twee ping. lie was bound for a great many 
Ye irs, as he was fo young at the Time of going 
to Ins Mailer ; but he took Care not to make his 
Servitude longer than ordinary, for inrtead of adding 
fix or feven Years, he cut off two from the ufual 
Term, and ran away in the fifth Year of his Ap- 
prentiedhip ; apprehending that as he Was got into 
his Teens h‘e was as good a Man as his Mailer, and 
being confident that he had learn’d enough of his 
Trade for him to live upon. 

He had not been long gone from his Mailer, be- 
fore he perceived Bufinels coming on him even as 
fart as he could wifh, and he made all the Advan- 
tage pofTible of his good Fortune ; not in the ufual 
fneaking Manner, by hoarding up all he got ; but 
bv behaving himfelf like a Qentleman, fwearing at 
every one that offended him, and affuming to him- 
felf almortas much State as the old Chimney Tweep- 
er below ; who we may be certain is haughty, be- 
ta ufe to fay any One is as proud as Lucifer is be- 
come a Proverb. Nor was it only in Cottington's 
Carriage that you might obferve the Effetts of his 
good Fortune ; for he lived in the bert Manner pof- 
fible ; no Liquor but Sack, forfooth, would go 
down with him, and that too mull always be mull’d, 
to make it the more pleafant. It was from this 
that he got his Name of MuFSack, by which he 
was commonly called, and by which we fhall chufe 
to dirtinguifh him in the following Account of his 
Exploits. 

One Evening Mui-Sack was drinking at the Devil 
Tavern in Fleet - ft reet, when he obferved what he 
thought was a beautiful Woman ; .and being natu- 
rally pretty amorous, and at that Time in particu- 
lar warm with his Favourite Liquor, he made his 
AddrefTes to her. Madam appeared to be none of 
the coyeft, Tor fhe received him very freely, only 
nothing but Matrimony would go down with her, 
which did not throughly pleafe him : Yet why, 
{thought he at Iafl) jhould I he againjl it ? 1 can 


keep myfelf and a Wife very well, and 1 never jJ 
a Honan whom I could like better than this , t\ | 
fore , hang it , Pll e s en take her , for better 
nxorfe . Upon this, he iinmdiately gave her 

Hand, and there were no more Words to. the 
gain, but away they tramp’d to the Fleet togetl *; 
where Divinity link’d their Hands, pronounc’d u 
Man and Wife, and pray’d heartily for their 1 J, 
fare , in particular, that they might be fuccefsf j R 
their honeft and lawful Endeavours for the Pr< j| 
ation of Children, which, as the holy Office of fe 
Church informs us, is the principal End of M I 
mony. 

But how was our jolly Bridegroom deceive 
Night, when he found himfelf eipoufed to an 
maph) odite, and that the Lady he had marry’d 
no other than a Perfon well known by the Nar. 
Annifeed Robin The Redundancy of Nature 
foon difeovered, and the Bride confcfs’d her f 
or if you pleafe his Fault, with abundance of 1 
ing Contrition, while poor Mul-Saek had noi 
more to do in Bed than to go to fleep as ufual. 

This Difippointment in Matrimony had a 
EfFeft upon our Gentleman’s Manners ; for wh 
he was never before known to be guilty of any ^ 
Crime than fpemling his Money, fitting up late 
keeping jovial Company, he now run into all 
of Extravagancies: in particular, he got acqua 
with live noted Amazons in Drury -Lane, who 
called the IV omtn-Jb avers, and wh ofe A&ions 
then much talk’d of about Town ; till being a] 
hended for a Riot, and one or two of them lev 
punirtied, the rert fled to Barbadoes. Mul-Saci 
once prefent when thefe Furies got a poor W< 
among them-, whom one of them fufpefted o. 
ving been great with her Husband. As a Pi 
ment for this they dripp’d her as naked as fhe 
born, bear her with Rods in a terrible manner, 
then fhav’d off all the Hair about her whole B 
After that they fous’d her in a Tub of Soap 
over Head and Ears, and in fine aim oil kill'd 
in fpite of all her Tears, Cries, and Protcftatioi of 
Innocency 

After the Law, the greateft Enemy that Pi 
of this Charatter have in the World, had dep 
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Mul- Saek of thefe worthy Companions, he ref 
to purfue his Amours elfewhere, and to that 
pofe appeared when out of his Bufmefs in a 
fmart, and genteel manner ; being withal a gre 
Perfon, and haying a very extraordinary Flo 
Words for a Man of his Calling. With thefe Ac 
plifhments, he found Means to infinuate himfelllto 
the good liking of a Merchant’s Wife in Mark- 
who had before this none of the belt of Chara 
This Lady had originally been very hendfome 
by a long Courfe of Amours, her Beauty was a 
the vvorfc for wearing when MuLSach hecanv 
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^uaintcd with her. However, what (he wanted in 
Perfon (he made up in Purfe ; for our Smut made a 
fhift to fqueeze out of her about 120/. before (he 
fell Tick and dy’d, which happened not a great while 

afterwards. 

Captain Smith has told a Jong Story of this Lady’s 
Sicknefs, Death-bed Repentance, and Confeflion to 
her Hufbind in her lait Moments, the Subllance of 
which is, that (lie defired her good Man to call up 
ill her Children, to the Number of twelve, one of 
,vhich (he told him (he believed might be his, be- 
:aufe (ha did not remember that any other Man had 
Miter'd upon the Piemifles Time enough to have 
ud any Share in it ; but for the reft , my Dear , (laid 
he with a deep Sigh) I am afraid you are juft as 
■luch their Father , as the Kings of England have 
t een Kings of' Prance for fome hundreds of Years 


aft ; that is , you know very well, in Name only. 


ieie (he nam'd whom (he believ’d to be the Father 


I f every one, tho’ (he could not be very pofitive in 
icher; becaufe always more* than one Man had 
een dabbling about the proper Time. She con- 
uded all witn telling him, tnat as they were all 
iken in his Net, (he hoped he would not expafe 
imfelf and her after her Death, but put up his 
,orns without Words, and contentedly ait tnc Part 
* a Father. We have not heard how far the Plus- 
ind comply’d with his dying Wife’s Requeit, but 
ere is good Reufon to clunk it caufed a grum- 
ing in his Gizzard. 

Mul-Sack had lately been fo plentifully fupply’d 
ith Money, that, when his kind Benetadtrei* dc- 
irted thib Life, and changed this vain World, as 
; ought in Chriilian Charity to believe, for a bet- 
r, he could net think of applying himlelf to Bu- 
efs anew, and relapfing again :o his Sooty Oceupa- 
m. We may obferve, that there is a fort of Va- 
ry inherent in us all, that makes us try any Shift, 


:ber than go backwards in the World. This Tem- 
r is doubtlcfs the Original cf Knavery in a great 
aafure. Citizens that have been reputed rich will 
Id up their Heads to the lait, and think it much 
Die honourable to pay Six-Pence in tne Pound 
er a Statute of Bmkruptcy, provided they can be 
died :.gain, than honeiliy lay down their Trades 
die they can pay Twenty Shillings, and feek a 
:a;ier Way of Livelihood. So a Courtier that 
s attain’d to be fir It Minifter of State, generally 
infers bringing his Neck to the Block, before at- 
lding at tne Levee of his Succeffor, after having 
litted his Poll with univerfal Applaufe. ’Tisjult 
t; fame in inferior Life, a Man that has once com- 
pne’d Villain, feldom, as we Hid before, cares to 
backwards, till he is drawn backwards up Hof 
•n-Hill, or fome other Place for the famePurpofe. 
After this fhorc Digreffion then, we are to tell 
<u, that Mid-Sack now turn’d Pickpocket, a Cal- 
lg that generally ferves for an Introduction to the 
*;ntlemen who make the Heroes of this Hiftory. As 
Tryal of his Dexterity, the ilrft Thing he did was to 
tea very valuable Gold Watch, (et with Dia- 
monds, from a Lady of chief Quality in thofe Times 
« Ufurpation. One Mr. Jacomb, a Man very much 
1 lowed by the Prccifians, preached at that Time a 
eek]y Lecture at Ludgate Church, and the Gen- 
t woman we are fpeaking of was one of his Admirers 
«1 conltant Attendants. Mul -Sack had taken No 
for (ome Time how the pretty Bauble hung 
gling at her Side by a Gold Chain. One of the 
*i mpanions he had engaged on this Occaiion found 
?ans to take out the Pin of one of the Coach- 
heels, fo tint the Wheel fell, and the Coach cauf* 
an Obilrudion juft under the Gate. The End of 
s was to make a Crowd, and oblige Madam to 
550 
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alight before (he came to the Church Door; all 
which was effeaed,and Mul-Sackt food ready, drefs’d 
in what was then the Height of die Mode, to offer 
the Lady his Arm into the Church. He prefenced 
himfelf very impudendy, the favour was kindly ac- 
cepted, and by the Way he found Means to cut the 
Gold Chain in two, and fecare the Watch as they 
paded through the Crowd. The Lofs was not per- 
ceived till Mr. Jacomb concluded, when the devout 
Gentlewomen was going to fee how Jong the Spiritual 
Meal had lulled : But alas 1 all the ConfoLtion (lie 
had received vanilh’d after her Darling Watch. 

It is reported that there never was in England a 
more dexterous Gang of Pickpockets than in the 
Time of this Mul-Sack. We might here introduce 
by the Way of Epifode, (ag the Crjticks phrafe it) 
abundance of their furprifing Performances; but bo- 
caufe we would avoid Prolixity, only remark in ge- 
neral, that they would lay Wagers of taking any Gen- 
tleman’s Watch, tho’ warned of it but a Minute be- 
fore, and perform it by joilling them, afking a Quef- 
tion, pretending fome urgent Bufinefs, giving them a 
Letter, and a Thoufand other Methods of diverting 
their Attention, and leaving the Prize unguarded 
long enough for them to accomplifh their Pieafure : 
Nor was there any one of thefe Fellows, who under- 
iiood his Bulinefs better than our Piero, Mid-Sack, 
fo that it would be almoit incredible to relate all the 
Trc s of that Kind he play'd about the City, and 
the numerous Stratagems ne had Recourfe to. 

We are inform’d, that, before Mul-Sack left off 
this Trade, he was once fo impudent as to attempt 
the Pocket of Cromwel himfelf, and the Danger he 
then run of being detefted, was the Occafion of his 
leaving this fecret fort of Knavery, and taking to 
Highway, in Company with one Tom Cheney. 

Tlieic two Fellows had the Courage and Confi- 
dence to fet upon Colonel Hewjon , a great Man in 
thofe 'Times, and one who had been advanced from 
a Cobler to the Dignity he then enjoy’d, merely be- 
caule his Confcicnce was according to the Meafure 
of that Time ; that is very large, or if you pleafe 
very (mall, which Exprellions the witty Author of 
Huaibrafs tells us, fignify the fame Thing. The 
Colonel’s Regiment was then marching to Hounfow , 
and he not fo far before it, but fome of the Troop- 
ers faw the Action of our Bravoes. No Body can 
doubt but they were foon purfu’d ; yet by the help 
of a good Horle, Mul-Sack got dear off; but Cbe~ 
ney's Beall failing him, he was obliged to hand in 
his own Defence, which he did very iloutly, till he 
was overpower’d by Numbers, defparately wounded, 
taken Pri loner, and carry’d to Newgate. Seflions 
began at the Old Bailey ‘within a few Days after, 
and Cheney being brought to the Bar, begg’d to have 
his Tryal put off on Account of his Wounds : But 
the Favour could not be obtain’d ; for they cuufed a 
Chair to be brought for him to fit in, obliged him 
to plead, and paded Sentence 0/ Death upon him. 
What he had urged as a Motive for putting off his 
Tryal, was made the Means to hallen his Execution ; 
for tho’ ’twas Two o’Clock in the Afternoon when 
he wa; «ondemn’d, he was carry’d in a Cart that very 
Day to Tyburn, and there executed, lelt he (houki 
have evaded the Sentence of the Law, by dying in 
Newgate . 

Tne next Companion Mul-Sack enter’d into Ar- 
ticles with was one Mr. Home , a very bold Man, and 
a Pcwterer by Trade, tho’ he had been formerly a 
Captain in Colonel Downe's Regiment of Foot. 
r I heir Engagement was to adl in Concert, offenfively 
and defenfively, like generous Highwaymen : But 
neither did this Partnerihip fubfift long ; for the firil 
confidence Action they ventur’d on was fatal to the 
3 L poor 
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poor Captain, !.e being taken in the Purfuit, while 
Mul Sack had ill 1 the good Fortune to elcape. The 
Captain’s Fate was the fame as Chensy\ , hiving that 
he continued in good Health till the liour o. f his 
Fxccutioi , wlicii he behaved with lo much Bravery 
and Grhiitry, that his Death drew 7 'e;rs Irom a 
great Fart ot tae Spectators, particularly from that 
Se\\ who know ttte Value of a brave Man fo well, 
as always ter be griev’d when fuch a One dies, efpe- 
Ciaii v nc Tyburn. 

Ills Companions having fuch ill Sacctfs Mul-Sack 
was icf hv’d to try his fortune alone, and he lcve- 
ral ti m:s practis'd his calling upon Committee Men, 
Seq*. curators. Members of Parliament, &c. who 
were men almoii the only Men in the Nation worth 
robuing « thev having plunder’d every Body die, .aid 
gotten the Wealth of Emdandiuto their oaij Hands. 
In all thefo Adventures lie was ss fo;tun*fe as lie 
could with, which prompted him forwards to at- 
tempt Hill greater Thirty. Being inform'd that 
Four Thotilhnd Pound was corning iiom London* to 
pay the P.egimcnts quarter'd at Oxford ;.nd Ghucef 
ter , he reiolv'd to venture h;s Life for fo conlider- 
able a Sum, tho’ two or three Men well Arm'd 
were appointed fora Convoy. Juftut the dole of 
Day , when the Waggon was palt Wheatley, at the 
Foot of a Hill he Bated from an Ambulcade, pre- 
fer! ted his Mol, and bid the Carrier Stand. He 
had certainly now gone to Pot, if the Guard had 
not thought it impomblc he fhould attempt fuch an 
Action without Company ; but the Apprehcnfion 
of more behind the Hedge made thefe iiurdy Fel- 
lows ride for their Lives, and leave our Adven- 
turer to lecure the Booty ; which he fpent with as 
much Mirth as he had obtain’d it with Danger. 

There were alfo two or three Paflengers in this 
Waggon, who were frighted terribly ; but Mid- Sack 
generoufiy told them he had no Defign upon what 
they 'had. This (fays he) that 1 have taken , is as 
much mine as theirs who own it ; being all extorted 
from the Publick by the rapacious Members of our 
Cotnmonwtalth , to enrich themfelves , maintain their 
Janizaries , and keep hone ft People in Subjeflion ; the 
vioft ejfettual Way to do which , is to keep them very 
poor . 

It is faid, that Mul-Sack got more Money than 
any Highwayman of his Time, though no Man was 
lefs fufpe&ed than he by his Acquaintance in Town. 
When out of his Calling he appeared like a Merch- 
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ant, talk’d always about Buflneft, and was ken 0 
’ Change very often, being the Methods he us’d t 
conceal his Trade; for nothing betrays a Man l 
foon as endeavouring to hide himUlf. I 

One Time having Notice that the Receiver-Gt 
neral at Reading was to fend i:p Six Thou fan 
Pound to London by an Ammunition Waggon, 1 
immediately contrived to favc that Trouble, an' 
bring it up to Town himfelf on his own Horfi 
An Accomplice wms ^neceflary in this Undertaking 
and lie foon found one, by whole Affillance he fcal 
the Reaver's Houfi the Night before tne Mone 
was u he carted. The Window they got in, at w, 
next to tiie Garden, where they left the Ladd* 
funding, and came ofFat the prelent very well, la- 
ving bound ail t..c Family to prevent any Alar 
whereby they might be diicover'd. 

But an AiF.nr of this Lind, as might very \v< I 
be e.' petted, made a gie.it Noife, and Mul-Sack w 
apprcnen^cd in 7 own, by iorne who had ieen hi 
in Reading the L veiling the butt was comniitte 
Upon ci.L he was feat down to Reading, and try 
at tire nr.\t Afiizes for Bahjhire , before Judge Je 
myn, who did all he could to hang him. Neve 
itierlefs, bv hL Cunning, he found Means cither 
bailie the Evidence, or to corrupt the Jury by ] 
Money, fo fir, that he was acquitted ; the Pro( 
agninit him being only circumstantial. 

Not long after this narrow Efcapc, our OfFenc 
growing in Wickednefs, added Murdej* to his fc 
mer Crimes : The Perfon on whom it was comm 
ted WAG one John Bridges , with v.hofe Wife he h 
before contracted a Familiarity. On this Accoi 
he fled beyond Sea, and got himfelf introduc’d 
the Court of King Charles the Second, who v 
then in Exile. 

He got fo much Intelligence here, that die ve 
tur’d homeagiin, upon a Preemption of ootaini 
his Pardon from Oliver Cromwell , as a Reward i 
what he could difeover of Affairs amongft the Kin* 
Friends. Accordingly he apply ’d himlelf to the 1 
furper, confefs’d his Crime, and made very hi] 
Promifes, upon the Performance of which Cromw 
allur’d him of his Life ; But, whether could 1 
be as good as his Word, or whether the Protcfi 
thought fuch an abandon’d Wretch utterly unfit 
live, fo it was, that he was apprehended, condemn' 
and executed in Smithfield Rounds, in April, j 6L 
being 45 Years of Age. 
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The LIFE of TOM AUSTIN. 


EVER was a more barbarous Villain than 
this of whom wc are now to give fome Ac- 
count, rior is it poiTible there ever fhould be. 
v j rrue, another may commit more Barbarities in 
bl iber than he did, but they cannot be more hor- 
ri( in their Kind ; and God knows to what a Num- 
i;hey would have incre.ifed, if he had not been fo 
fo detected as he was. But to proceed to the Nar- 
fa e. 

.[ bomas Auftin was born at Co lump ton in Devon- 
& , of very honeit Parents, who at their De<th left 
fj a Farm of their own, worth about Eighty 
fnds per Annum , which is a pretty Eib.te in that 
h ntry ; and as his Land was without Incumbran- 
ce and he had a good Charafter at that Time, he 
U 1 got a Wife with a fuitable Fortune, fhe having 
n( efs than Eight Hundred Pounds to her Portion. 
B this Increafe of his Riches, end the Thought of 
h; ng fo much Ready Money by him, made him 
lied the Improvement of bis Living, and take 
K n idle extravagant Courfe ; by Means of which 
lr efs than four Years Time he had confumed all 
tl his Wife brought him, and mortgaged his own 
E te. 

1 eing now reduced to pinching CircumfUnees, and 
n i knowing which Way to turn himfelf for a Live- 
li od, the Devil fo far goc the upper Hand of him, 
a;o excite him to the Commiffion of all manner 
0 unlawful Aftions for the Support of himfelf and 
h Family. Several Frauds he was detected in, 
v ch his Neighbours were fo good as to forgive, 
0 of Helped to his Family, and to what he had 

0 ebeen. At hit he was fo delpernte as to ven- 
tr on the Highway, where 2fTauIting Sir 7 . a eh ary 
hi 'mot, on t iic Rond between Wellington and 
*1 in ton Dear , that unfortunate Gentleman was mur- 
d’d by him, for making fome Attempts to fave his 
Nney. 

The Booty he got from Sir Zachary was forty fix 
Clneas, and a Siiver-hilted Sword, with which he 
g home undifeover’d and unfufpefted. This did 
n however laft -him long, for he follow’d his old 
rtous Courfe. When ’twas all fpent he pretended 
a ; if?: to an Uncle of his, who liv’d at about the 
fiance of a Mile from his own Habitation, and 

1 was one of the bloodied Vifits that ever was 
i-de. 

When he came to the Houfe he found no Body 
-home but his Aunt and five fmail Children, who 
iormed him that his Uncle was gone out on Bufi- 
ft and would not be at home till Evening, de- 


firing him to flay a little and keep them Company, 
He ieemingly confented to day ; but had not fate 
many Minutes before he fnatch’d up a Hatchet that 
was at Hand, and cleaved the Scull of his Aunt in 
two ; after which he cut the Throats of all the Chil- 
dren, and laid the dead Bodies in a Heap all weltring 
in their Gore. Then he went up Stairs and robb’d 
the Houfe of Sixty Pounds. 

He made all the Halle he could home to his Wife, 
who perceiving fome Drops of Blood on his Clothes, 
afk’d him how they came there? You Bitch , ftys he, 
Tllfoon /hew you the Manner of it t pulling at the 
fame Time the bloody Razor which he had before 
ufed out of his Pocket, and cutting her Throat from 
Ear to Ear. When he had gone thus far, to com- 
plete the Tragedy, he ripp’d out the Bowels of his 
own two Children, the eldeil of whom was not three 
Years of Age. 

Scarcely had he finifii’d all his Butcheries, before 
his Uncle, whom he had been to vifit, came acci- 
dentally to pay him the fame Compliment in his Way 
home ; when entering the Houfe, and beholding the 
horrid Spedacle, he was even Thunder-ftruck with 
the Sight, though as yet he little thought the fame 
Tragedy had been ailed on all his Family too, as he 
foon after fatally found. What he faw however was 
enough to point out the Offender, whom he imme- 
diately laid hold off, and carry ’d him before a Magi- 
firate, who fent him to Exeter Jail. 

In the Month of Augujf , 1694, this inhuman 

Wretch fufFer’d the Punifhment provided by the Law, 
which appears much too mild for fuch a black unna- 
tural Monller ! But the Laws of England aggravate 
nothing, and are content with barely taking away the 
Lives of the very worff of Criminals. 

Attjhn s Behaviour both in Prifon and at the Gal- 
lows was very fullen and dogged, yet he would now 
and then fay fomething that difeover’d he was very 
far from having a juit Senfe of his Crimes. An In- 
ftance of this was while the Halter was about h h 
Neck, when he was afk’d by the Miniftcr who at- 
tended him, what he had to fay before he dy’d ; 
Only . fays he, there's a Woman yonder with fome 
Curds and Whey, and I wijh I could have a Penny- 
worth of them before I am bang'd, becaufe l don t 
know when I jhall fee any again. This extravagant 
Requeft was not granted, and fo he was turned oft 
without offering to give a Reafon for his committing 
the Murder for svhich he fufFer’d ; nor indeed can it 
be thought he had any other Reafon than his own in- 
human Temper. 
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EDWARD and JO AM 
RACEY. 1 


T HESE two Criminals flourifh’d from fhe 
Year i6$o to 1684, during which Time they 
committed a great Number of Robberies and 
Frauds. Their natural Inclinations to fuch a Man- 
ner of Living firft brought them together, and kept 
up the Union between them till they were fepirattd 
by Juftice, though we cannot learn that they were 
ever marry’d, Joan only afFuming the Name of her 
Companion, as is common in fuch Cates, the better 
to colour their living together, and impofe on the 
World. 

Edward Bracey had been a Highwayman before 
he fell into Company with his pretended Wife, who 
was the Daughter of a wealthy Farmer in Northamp- 
tonjbire , named John Philips . The Beginning of 
their Acquaintance was Bracey' s making Love to her, 
in Hopes to get a large Sum of Money out of the 
Old Man for a Marriage-Portion, and then to have 
left both Wife and Father-in-law : But he was very 
agreeably deceiv’d ; for Joan was as good as he : 
She fuffer’d herfelf to be ftrft debauched by him, and 
then consented to rob her Father, and go along with 
him on the Pad ; all which fhe accordingly necom- 
pjifh’d. They now patted for Hufhand and Wife 
wberefoever they went, frequently robb’d together 
on the Highway, and as often united in picking of 
Pockets and Shop-lifting at all the Country Fairs and 
Markets round about. 

’Tvvas next to impoflible that they fbould continue 
this Courfe of Life long together, without coining 
into Trouble : One or t'other* of them was often in 
Danger of the Gallows, but they had both the good 
Fortune to efcapc till they had got a large Quantity 
of Money. The Dread of Jullice more than a De- 
fire to live boneftly now prevail’d upon them to quit 
their Vocation, and take to fome creditable Bufinefs, 
in which they might fpend the Remainder of their 
Days in Quiet, and live comfortably upon what they 
had acquir’d by their Indultry. In order to this, 
they took an Inn in the Suburbs of Brijlol , where 
they met with Succefs ; having a large Trade in 
particular for Wine ; which was occafion’d by the 
Beauty of our Landlady. ’Tis no uncommon Thing 
for a Hufband to get Money by fu's having a hand- 
fome Wife ; efpccially if they have both Art enough 
to manage an Intrigue; which was the prefent Cate. 
All the gay young Fellows of the Place came todiink 
with Madam Braccy , purely for the Sake of having 
an Opportunity to difcover their Love; She gave 
them all Encouragement fo long as they could fpend 
a‘ great deal of Money, and then took Care not only 
to turn them out of Doors, but to expofe them fuf- 
ficicntly. 

It may not be amifs to give an Inftance of this her 
Manner of ufing ho* Suitors. One Mr. Day , an 
eminent 'Citizen of Brijlol, was among the Number 


of her humble Servants. He made her a great r iy 
fine Propofah, and fhe receiv’d ’em all with a 
dance of Complaifance, confenting at laft tha ^ 
fbould make ufe of the firft Opportunity that of d 
to take a Night’s Lodging with her. In a fc 
Time Mr. Day was inform’d that his Landlord . t . 
cey was to he abroad fuch a Night, and that noil) 
could happen more favourably to his Wifhcs. [ c , 
wtntat the Time appointed with all the Ardor a 
Lover, and was receiv’d by a Maid -Servant, 0 
told him her Mill refs was gone to Bed, and w; id 
impatiently for him ; but defirirrg him howeve q 
pull off his Clothes, and leave them in another Rt j 
where he might be conceal'd, and have Time to fi 
himfeif again, in Cafe any Surprize fbould hap. 
The innocent Mr. Day thanked her for the Co i* 
vance, and hugg’U himfeif in the Thought ot « 
MiftreE’s finceie Affe&ion, becaufe the Maid w; 0 
careful for his Safety, 

Mrs. Jbigal led him to the Room appointed, it 
out the Candle on Account of mere Modefty, i 
Raid at the Door while Mr. Day undrefs’d him! 
which he did in two Minutes. Now the beft 0] e 
Comedy was to be play’d ; our tra&ible Maid il 
du&ed the Gallant to a Door, which fhe told a 
open’d into her Miftiefs’s Chamber, bid him e r 
foftly, and immediately turn’d the Key upon 1 . 
Here Mr. Day wander’d about to find the Bed, 'T* 
pronounc’d the Name of Mrs. Braccy as loud a p 
dar’d, that fhe might give him Directions ; bu\M 
Mrs. Bracey anfwer’d. He was fufhciently am: j 
at the Odnefs of the Scene, but was yet more - 
priz’d when he tumbled down a Pair of Stairs ag: 1 
the Back Door of the Houfe. The Contrivance s 
now plain; he faw that Miftrefs and Maid wcrl 
greed net -only to baulk his lVTlion, but to ftrip h 
of his Clothes aifo. Y Twas in vain to call, 1 
make Proteilations ; he receiv’d no other Anfu , 
than that the Back-Door was only bolted, ;1 
he might open it if he pleas’d, and go about his * 
finefs. 

This Door open'd into a narrow dirty Lane, do 1 
which the Common Sewer ran ; and there was > 
going out at it, unlefs you got into a Coach, or iq » 
a Horfe, dircdly off the Step-, which was the or 
Ufe made of it, and that not often, efpecir.lly in 
Winter-Time, as it was ntpiefent. Mr. Day kn 
all thefe Inconveniences ; but the terrible pTinclii * 
Cold, and the Shame of being difeover’d, if he ft; 
t.ll broad Day-light, madehnn go out, wade throu 
the Mud, and make the beft of his Way home, wli< 
he was heartily laugh’d at by thofe Friends to whi 
he told the Story ,* which we;e only Kch as he coij 
not conceal it from, and even upon thife he hid t 
fevereft Injunctions imaginable never to divulge 
Word of it. 1 hey kept the Secret from every Bni 
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elfe, but diverted themfelves privately with poor Mr. At laft, however. Fortune put ai End to their Pro- 
Day all his Life afterwards. . ^ grcfs in Iniquity ; for as they were robbing a Pcrfon 

Every one whom our honeit Inn-keepers impos'd of Quality’* Coach together in A } ottin%b&mJbirc, Ma- 
on were not however fo eafy as Mr. Day ; fo that in dam was apprehended, and carry ’d to No/i»gbat»~h\’L 
fefs than a Twelvemonth’s Time their Houfe became At the next Aflizcs (he was condemn’d by the Name 
fo fcandalous that they were obliged to leave it, and of Joan Bracey , and in April , 1685, (he execu- 
then they had nothing to do but to take to their old ted, aged twenty nine Years. 

Courfes again, being by this Time pretty well got Her pretended Huflinnd go r off at the Time when 
over the Apprehenfions they were under of a Halter. Ihe was taken, and conceal’d himfelf for fome Tima 
At their firrt fetting out again, they play’d fuch a after by (bulking about the Country. One Day bc- 
Trick as was hardly ever match’o, which was the Jn gat a publick Inn he was feen by fome Body whom 
Woman’s Contriv nee as well as the former. We he had robb'd, who immediately got AfTillance and 
ih.ll relate this alfo in 4s few Words as we can con- came to take him, being at the Stair-foot with armed 
veniently. ^ Men before Bracey knew any thing of the Matter, it 

A young Gentleman, who had fpen.t his Fortune, happen’d that in the Room where he was one of the 
had us’d their Houfe all the Time they had been at Drawers had left his Cap and Apron, which Bracey 
Brijiol , and got a pretty deal in their Debt. They in a Moment (hatch'd up. and put on, running down 
knew he was Heir to an Efiate of about an Huudred Stairs ready to break his Neck, and cjying out as he 
Pounds a Year, which was kept from him only by run. Coming , Gentlemen, coming ; as if he was wait- 

Itlie Life of an old dillemper’d Uncle, and they had a ing upon Company above. This Stratagem pre- 
nighty Itching to get this Reverfion into their Hand*, ferv *ci his Life a little longer; for the Gentleman, 
fn order to this Joan threaten’d him grie/oufiy w ith who came to feci, re him, not apprehending any thing’ 

1 Prifon for what he ow’d them, till Ihe perceiv’d he let him pa A as a Drawer, though he had taken io 

* vas heartily frighten’d, and would do any Thing to ™ch Notice of his Face before ; fo that he cr 0t his 
*ep his Liberty: She knew befi ies that he was Horfc out of the Stable and rode off, while they 
•icioufiy inclin’d, and only wanted a little Introduc- VVe re fearching the Houfe after him. Two or three 

* ion to be made any Thing of that they could wi(h. his Companions, who were with him in the Inn 
Jpon this flic told him what fhe 2nd Tier Huiband and knew nothing of the Occafion of his running 

1 /ere going upon, and prevail’d with him to join cl ™n fo, were apprehended and brought to Jub 

I hem. In a Day or two after, (lie inform'd him tlce » 

1 3 Ht a rich Tradefman was coming to Bri/hl with a This Efcape however did him but little Se- vice • 
irge Quantity of Money, and that he mult accom- for about three or four Days after, ftopptn« at a little 

' any her Hufband To-morrow to take it from him. Houfe to drink, and leaving his wliite^Mare on 
■wording! y Bracey and the young Man fet out, which he ufually robb’d, at the Door, another Gen- 
opp’d a Pcrfon on the Road, and took from him tlgman.who had fuffer’d by him came by, alarmed 
)Ove an Hundred Pounds, with which they return’d f he Neighbourhood upon his Knowledge of the Be ,1] 
ome together. The Man that was robb’d had been and belet the Houfe, before he had the ] e aU Notice* 

* at out w'ith the Money in his PoTret for that very As foon as he heard a Noife ofMen at the Door he 

“ r P°fe- ' an oat > an d attempted to mount ; but two or three 

* As loon as the Faff was over, and they had got Pieces were inihntly difeharged at him, one of them 
ieir Dupe fafe. Madam told him plainly, that he killing his Mare, and another taking* oil* fevenl of 
uft make over the Reverfion of his Eihte to them, his Fingers. He then endeavoured to leap oyer fon e 

I - her Hufband fhould immediately fivear the Rob- Paler, and get off by the E.ickjide oil the Houfe 
try upon him, and get him hang’d for it. The when another Difcharge was made at him from a 
error he was under, and the Prom fie of Liberty Fowling-Piece, which lodg’d fevcral ^reat Gocfe- 
xm complying, made him do all they deftr’d. Af- Shot in his Gwts,aud wounded him fo that he dropp'd 
r which they itill kept him in their Houfe till they down on the Place, and dy’d in three Days after- 
id fold it again, obliging him to ntfure the Purcha- wards. 

r, that he had receiv’d a valuable Confideration of We fhould have mention’d before, that Bui cry* $ 

.r. Bracey ; which was readily enough believ’dv, pretended Wife, was handfomely bury ’d by her Friends 
calfe every Body knew the young Gentleman’s and that a reputed Witch told him about the Time of 
ttravagancy. They got Fourteen Hundred Pdunds her Execution, that he (hould not furvive her manv 
this Bargain, with which they immediately made Days, which happen’d to be verify ’d. This at 
f, leaving the unfortunate Spark to lament his Folly, lead, is what was reported in the Country, and thofe 
he Nama of this young Man Rumbald. who give any Credit to the Stories of Witches,' mav 

Joan after this uiually drefs'd herfelfiu Men's Ap- believe as much of it as tney pleafe : Thofe who 
jrel, and (he and her Fellow Adventurer commit- laugh at thefe Things can’t blame us for reiatir^ 
i a great many Robberies together on the Highway. . what we have been informed of. 
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The LIFE of ANN HARRIS. 


A NN HARRIS , alias Sarah' Davis, alias 
Thom, alias Gothorn , was born of honeft but 
poor Parents, in the ParifhofSt. Giles's with- 
out Cripplegate ; but being debauch'd by one James 
Wadfwortb , fhe foon abandoned all manner of 
Goodnefs. This Wadfwortb was otherwise call'd 
Jemmy the Mouth among his Companions. He was 
hane’d for p'elony and Burglary at Tyburn , in the 
twenty fourth Year of his Age, on Friday the twenty 
fourth of September , 1702. She lived next with one 
William Fulmars, otherwife call'd Norwich Will. 
from the Place of his Birth, who alfo made his Exit 
at Hyde- Park Corner on Friday the ninth of March 
1704-5, aged twenty fix Years, for robbing one Mr. 
Jofeph Edwards on the Highway, of a Pair of Lea- 
ther Bags, a Shirt, two Neckcloths, two Pocket- 
Books, twenty five Guinns, a Half Broad Piece 0/ 
Gold, and four Pounds in Silver. 

Now Nan being twice left a hempen Widow in 
Icfs than three Years, fhe had learn’d in that Time 
to be as viciotts as the very worfl of her Sex, and 
was fo abfolutely cnflav'd to all manner of Wicked- 
nefs thro' Cuflom and Opportunity, that good Ad- 
monitions could work no good Effe&s upon her. 
Her Inclination was entirely averfe to Honefly, as 
appears by the following Example. 

She went one Day to a Mercer’s Shop on Ludgate - 
Jiill, in a Hackney Coach, very finely drefa'd, with 
a pretended Footman waiting on her j where looking 
on feveral rich Pieces of Silk and Velvet, the bar- 
gained for as much as came to two hundred and odd 
Pounds : which being more Money than fhe had a- 
bout her, fhe defired the Mercer to go along with 
her to her Houfe, and fhe would pay him all in 
*ready Specie. They putting the Goods into the 
Hackney Coach which brought her thither, the 
Mercer and fhe flept in, and rid with all Speed to 
Dr. Adams , wl*> kept a mad Houfe at Fulham ; 
where being enter’d, and telling the Doftor this was 
the Gentleman of whom fhe had fpoken to him in 
the Morning, he, and three or four Iqfly Fellows, 
fet upon the Mercer like fo many mercilefs Bailiffs 
on a poor Prifoner ; one taking him by the Arm6, 
another by the Middle, another by the Legs ; which 
radical Ufage made the poor Man ask the Meaning 
thereof, and bawl out for two hundred and odd 
Pounds. Ay, ay, quoth the Do&or, the poor Gentle- 
man s very bad indeed ; he's raving mad, tie him 
quickly down in that Chair , and prefently /have his 
Head. 

All the while they were lathering and (having 
him, his Cry was Hill either for .Goods or Money ; 
which made the Dodor fay. Pray, Madam, See how 
his Lunacy makes him talk at Random ! She, fhnking 
her Head, replied, True , Sir ; hut is there any Hopes 
tf bis Recovery ? To which the Dodor anfwer'd. 
You mufi know , Madam , that there are three kinds 
tf Frenzies, according to the three internal Senfes of 
Imagination, Cogitation, and Memory , which may 


he fever ally hurt : For fome arc frantick , which can 
judge rightly of thofe Things that they fee, as touch- 
ing common Scnje and Imagination ; 'and yet in Cogi- 
tation and Fantafy they err from natural Judgment. 
Then fome others being frantick, err in Imagination', 
arid there are fome frantick , who do err both in Scnft 
and Cogitation ; that is, both in Imagination and Rea * 
fon, and do therewith alfo lofe their Memory, whicl 
is the worf of all Frenzies ; and this it is whicl. 
affids this unhappy Gentleman : hut I doubt not oj 
making him Compos Mentis again in lefs than < 
Month. 

While the Dodor was felting forth the Difterenct 
of Madnefs, the Mercer was struggling and ravin] 
like a Madman indeed ; and when lie faw Nan givt 
the Dodor five Guineas, with all giving him a ftrtt 
Charge to take great Care of her Hufband and h 
fhould wand far no Encouragement, lie cry'd out 

* Slip’s a lying B— h, fhe’s none of my Wife 

* my Wife’s at home in Ludgate-ftreet ; ltop hei 

* flop her. Hop ber, fhe has cheated me of my Sil 

* and Velvet. I am not mad, I am not mad, bi 

* a Parcel of Rogues here will make me run out c 

* my Senfes. Quoth Dr. Adams then to his Mei 

* Poor Gentleman ! he's very bad indeed ; we mu 

* bleed him too, and give him a Hrong Glyfler { 

* Night; confine him to a Room where there’s n 

* Light at all, and bind him fafl down Hand an 

1 Feet in his Straw ; and for one Week give bb , 
4 nothing but Water-gruel, with little or no Brea 

* in it ; but the Week aftef-, if his Diflemper d( 

* creafes, we may vepture to give him a little Pti 

* an broth boil'd with fome husk’d Barley. Tf. 

4 Mercer hearing thefe Directions, cried out , I’ll ha\ 

- none of my Blood taken from me, I have had < 

* nough taken from me already without paying for 

* I want no Glyfler, I teli ycu lam in my rigl 

* Senfes ; I’ll have none of your Gruel and Devil 

* Broth ; what cheat me and Harveme too ! No, m * 

4 I am not lunatick. Quoth the Dodor, You flia 

4 not be Aarv’d, Sir ; wha» Diet I prescribe now, 

4 to reflore you to your Health again. To Healtl 
4 faid the Mercer again, I think you are going I 

* take it from me, as the Whore has my Goods. 
Bnt all the Mercer’s talking was to no purpofe 

for Nan being gone off with her Booty, he vv. 
hurried to his dark Room ; where, beirg bour 
down to his Bed, a Glyfler was applied to him muc 
againfl his Will. However, he obtain'd his Liberl 
in lefs than four Days ; for Nan Harris fending 
Penny-Poll Letter to his Wife, which inform'd h 
where her Hufband was, fhe, and fome Friends, xve 
with all Speed to Dr. Adams's, in vvhofe Hou 
they found the poor Mercer nlmofl mad indeed, f 
the Lois of his Goods and Freedom too ; fo th< 
brought him home ; but the DoCior never faw ni 
heard ol Nan Harris any more. 

I think thofe who would arrive to as much Pc 
fedion ae they are capable of enjoying here, muft 
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vell^now bad, that they may avoid to flmn it, as 
he ood, which they ought rather to embrace ; 
herore to procure the Reformation of others, by 
he icked Examples of fuch whom the Sword of 
Vfc has cut' off for their heinous Enormities, I 
y relate another memorable Prank play’d by 
Vj? Harris. 

S g°l n g once t0 ^ r * C a f e > Student in Phyfick 
nd V Urology, when he liv’d in Black Friers , fhe 
yaS Dfoonef introdu’d into Ins Prefence, with alfo 
, n tVjarles Moore , but (lie thus declar’d the Caufe 
viting on him. Sir, the Report of your great 
xpience in your Practice hath Drought me hitner, 
jn !y imploring your Afukance, and that iniiant- 
y you have any RefpeR to the Piefervation of 
:*< The Trouble I fhall put you to fnoll be grate- 
j, ccoinpenced to the utmoil of my Ability. The 
) 0 r then inquiring of her, who it was, and what 
,ai :r of D diemper the Ptrrlon labour’d under. She 
oldim/Twas her Hufband, who being very drunk 
; ght, came t0 a f a d Milchance in coming down 
p ; of Stairs ; but looking upon the Doclor to be 
ve Man, fhe would give him leave to tell what 
n d might be, and for that Purpofe had brought 
i ater. Dr. Cafe fmelling by her former Words, 
h; night afflift her Hufband, he put the Water i..to 
i linal, and after well (baking it for about a Minute, 
m be. Good Woman, your Hufband hath terri- 
fy ruifed himfelf by falling down a Pair of Stairs. 
\y replied Nan) ’tis realy true, Sir, what you 
<y I lee, Sir, your Knowledge is infallible ; but 
ov Sir, comes the Difficulty, can you tell me how 
tot Stairs lie fell down ? 

1 re the Do&or was put to a Ne plus ultra ; how- 
ve tofave his Credit as well as he could, he takes 
he Jrinal into his Hand again, and fhaking it fome- 
nt: longer than before, quoth he, Your Hufband 
ill iwn all the Stairs. Nay ( replyed Nan) there 
oi re out, Sir, for he fell down but half the Stairs. 
rhDoftor being now fomewbat abafhed at his falfe 
tieng, and fhaking the Urinal again, quoth he to 
ia Is here all your Hufbund’s Water? Said Nan, 
aoiing a fine Courtefy at the feme Time, No, Sir, 
he 's4ut half his Water. The Dotfror then, who 
ta<3 mighty cholerick Man, being in a great Paf- 
orcry’d, A Pox on you, your bringing but half 
is Vater, made me imagine your Hufband fell 
ov. all the Stairs, when if you had brought all 
is .Vater, I could ecifily have told you, that he 
at ell down but half the Stairs. 

.in upon this excufing her Ignorance, fhe defired 
indvice for the fpeedy Cure of her Hufband’s 
tries, and whilft the Doctor was writing a Re- 
eij for her, pulling a Cojrd out of her Pocket, with 
hole, fhe and her Spark came behind him, and 
iljly clapping it over his Head, they afted the 


Part of a Turkifh Mute on a Bafhaw ; for having 
almoll firangled him ivitn feveral fudden Jerks, they' 
went away with a filver Tankard and Cup, leaving 
our old Friend in a fad Cafe indeed, till he came 
to himfelf again, which was not m half an Hour; 
in which Time the Booty was divided betwixt Nan 
and Charles Moore. 

This Moore was an ir famous Rogue, who, for 
breaking open the. Ho Je of Sir John Buck-vjortb , 
Bart, was executed on Friday, Sept. 27. 1707. at 
Tyburn , where he toW th.e Ordinary- of Negate, 
that if he had known when he was try’d, that the. 
fhould have dy’d, he would have hang’d one or 
two with him for a Fancy ; (or then he would have 
made iome Difcovery of Pcrfons concern’d with him 
in thieving, but now he was refolv’d to nuke none. 

Thus far have we proceeded on Nan's wicked 
Crimes, to deter others from the like Practices ; 
becauie nothing renders Man or Woman mere con- 
temned and hated, than when their Actions only 
tend to Irregularity : We have only to add, that 
biding adieu to every thing that looked litre Vir- 
tue, (he drove a great Trade among Gcjdfmiths* to 
whole Shop- often going to buy gold Rings, ihe on- 
ly cheapen’d till fhe had the Opportunity of dealing 
one or two ; which fhe did by means of a little A fc 
held in a Spoon over the Fire, till it congeal’d chick 
like a Syrup, for by rubbing fome of this on ti c 
Palm of her Hand^, any light thing would Hick to 
it, without the leaft Sufpicion at all. She was as 
well known among the Mercers, Lacemen, and Lin- 
nen- Drapers, on Ludgate-biSl, Cheapftde , or Fl.ef- 
Jlreej, as that notorious Shoplift Ifabel Thomas, who 
was condemned for the fame Crimes. 

But at lull fhe was apprehended for her Pranks, and 
being fo often burnt in the Face, that there was 
no more room left for the Hangman to lligmatize 
her, the Court thought fit to condemn her for pri- 
vately Healing a Piece of printed Callico out of the 
Shop of one Mr. John Andrews. Then, to evade 
their Sentence, fhe pleaded her Belly, and that (he 
might fucceed, ufed the old Stratagem of drinking 
new Ale very plentifully, to make her fwcll, cram- 
ming a PiHow under her Petticoats to make hqr 
look big. Having Matrons of her own Profcffion 
ready at hand, who, right or wrong, bring in their 
wicked Companions quick with Child, to the great 
Impediment of Jufiice, her Sentence was refpned. 
But tho’ fhe had the good luck to impofe thus on 
the Beneh after fhe was condemn’d, yet at the 
End of nine Months (all which time fhe was not 
wanting to procure a Pregnancy, if all the Men in 
the Goal could have done it for her, but they work’d 
in vain) fhe was call’d down to her former Judgment* 
and hang’d in the twentieth Year of her Age, at Ty- 
burn, 0 Ti Friday* July the thirteenth. 
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The LIFE of TOM SHARP. 


T HOMAS SHARP was born of very 
honeft Parents at Rygate in Surrey , where 
he ferved his Time to a Glover : But he 
had not been long out of his Apprenticefhip, ere, 
by the Ihfluence of bad Company, he was fo har- 
den’d in Villainy, as not to be reclaim’d either by 
wholfom Advice, Threats, or the Examples of his 
Companions, who where executed before him. 
Nothing could put an End to bis Roguery, but the 
Halter that put an End to his Life. 

To prove that this Fellow was not only Sharp by 
Name, but alfo fharp by Nature, we need only re- 
late the following Adventures. Drefiing himfelfone 
Day in an old Sute of black Clothes, and an old tat- 
ter’d canonical Gown, he went to an eminent Ta- 
vern in the City, where at that Time was kept a 
great Feaft of the Clergymen, and humbly begg’d 
one of the Drawers to acquaint fome of the Mini- 
fters above Stairs, that a poor Scholar was waiting 
below, who crav’d their Charity. Accordingly the 
Drawer acquainted one of the Divines, that there 
was a poor Scholar below in a Parfon’s Habit. The 
Gentleman going down, and commiferateing his 
Teeming Poverty, introduc’d him into the Compa- 
ny of all the Clergymen, who made him eat and 
drink very plentifully, and gather’d him betwixt 
four and five Pounds, which he thankfully put into 
his Pocket. One of the Divines then, after asking 
Pardon for making fo free, defired to know of him 
at what Univerflty he was bred. Tom. Sharp told 
them, he was never bred at any. Can you / peak 
Greek ? the Divine ask’d again. No, replied Tom . 
Nor Latin? the Divine ask’d. No , Sir, kid Tom. 
Can you write then , quoth the Divine ? No, nor 
read neither , replied Tom . At which they fell a 
faaghing, and faid. He was a poor Scholar indeed. 
Then 1 have not deceived you Gentlemen , quoth Tom. 
;*id fo he brufh’d off with their charitable Iknevo- 
ience, as thinking bimfelf not fit Company for fuch 
learned Sophifters. 

This poor Scholar afterwards ufrng the Vine Ale- 
houfc at Charing Crofs , which was then kept by a 
rich old Man, who knew not that he was a Thief, 
he brought fevcral of his Gang there once a Week, 
to keep a fort of a Club up one Pair of Stairs, with 
a Defign to rob the Vi&ualler. Accordingly they 
had feveral Times ftruck all the Doors above Stairs 
with a Dub , that is, a Picklock, but could never 
light on his Mammon , whereupon, one Night, 
Tom . Sharp puts the Candle to the old rotton Hang- 
ings that were in the Club-Room, and fetting them 
in a Blaze, he and his Company cried out Fire. The 
Alarm brings up the old Man in a Trice, who in a 
great Frjght ran up to fecure his Money ; Tom , runs 
loftly after him at a Di dance, to efpy wheie his 
Hoard was, and in the mean Time, his AfTociates, 
with two or three Pails of Water, having quench’d 
the Flame, which had done no great Damage, the 
old Man, at the News, return'd down with a great 


deal of Joy, leaving his Money where it was be If, 
With this Information, the Night following, 
and two of his Companions having a great S | c | 
there, with each his Lafs, they took the Opp u . 
nity of taking away 500 Pounds in Money ; w ft 
when the old Cove mifs’d, he was ready to ^ 
himfelf in his own Garters. 

His chicfeft Dexterity lay in robbing Wag 
which, in their canting Language, they Call !». 
biers . They who follow this fort of thievinj Ip 
generally wait in a dark Morning, in the Roai if. 
twixt London and Bow t BlacVhe&th , Ntwi? x, 
ljlington , Highgate, Kenjington Gravel Pits ©r 
Knight tbridge, and going in at the Tail of a 1 g. 
gon, they take out Packs of Linnen or W< f S 
Cloth, Boxes, Trunks, or other Goods. One ne 
above the red, Tom . Sharp and his Accom :es 
follow ing a Waggon along Tyburn Road to St. C |Y 
Pound, they had no Conveniency at all of ent }g 
it, by reafon a Man drove the Team before, id 
the Mailer and his Son, a Lad of about thi 
Years of Age, rid behind on one Horfe. Still :y 
follow’d the Waggon ’till it came juft under . »• 
gate, when Tom. Sharpy who was a lufty hai. *|. 
low, fnatching the Boy off the Horfe, he ran 1 in 
the Old Bailey with him under his Arms, at v [k 
the Father cry’d out to his Man to ftop the Wa| n; 
for a Rogue had ftolen away his Son ; fo whil it 
Mailer rid after Tom. Sharp , and the Man ru f. 
ter his Mafter, one of Tom's Comrades dipt /• 
Pieces of Woollen Cloth out of the Waggon, he 
old Man got his Son again, for Tom dropp’d hi it 
the Seffions-Houfe Gate, 

Under this fort of thieving is alfo comprehe ii 
•he robbing of Coaches in the Night Time in *• 
don , by cutting of Trunks and Boxes whicl ri 
tied fometimea behind them ; and alfo the Chi y 
Bags or Portmanteaus from behind H-orfes, tl ii 
cutting them of ; for Chive , among Thievei, I ii* 
fics a Knife. One Night Tom. Sharp , and am er 
like himfelf, following a Man on Horfe-back < tc 
from Cbaring-Crofs beyond the RoyaLExchre, 
they had no Opportunity of getting his Portman u, 
becaufe he heid one Hand on it all the Way ; ut 
coming juft under Aldgate , acute Mr. Sharp, 
the Man a grievous Rap over the Knuckles, eng: 
out a: the fame Time, What a Pox , will you It 
over People ? So whilft the Fellow clapt his Furs 
to his Mouth, to fuck them for Esfe, Tom's C’n- 
rade cut off the Portmanteau, in which was j’xi 
Linnen, and other Tnings of value, which pity 
-well made amende for the long Fatigue they ha i* 
ter him and his Prancer % as they call a Horfe. 

For Offences of thi* Nature, Tom. Sharp w in 
hewgate no lofs than eighteen l imes before the ft 
fatal I itne. Take the following Defcription of at 
Prifon, os this Fellow deliver’d it to iome ol’i* 


friends, in his half comic, half-tragic Strain. 

’Tis a Dwelling in more than Cirmr.criati Ff' 
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h?, an Habitation of Mifery, a confus’d Chan, 
whout any Didinttion, abottomlefs Pit of Violence, 
3 a Tower of Babel, where are all Speakers, and 
n ! Hearers. There is mingling the noble with the 
ijoble, the rich with the poor, the wife with the 
i-orant, and the Debtors with the word of Male* 
floors. It is the Grave of Gentility, the Baniih- 
nnt of Courtefy, the Poifon of Honour, the Cen- 

I of Infamy, the Paradife of Coufenagc, the Hell 
c Tribulation, the Treafure of Defpair, the Rt- 
f' c of Vengeance, and Den of Foxes. There he 

I I Yeiterday was great, To-day is mean ; he that 
vi well fed abroad, there darves ; he that was rich- 
h:lad, is dark naked ; he that commanded, obeys ; 
a he that lay in a good Bed, is forc’d to reit lnm- 
f, on the hard Boards, or cold Stones. T here Ci- 
tiy is metamorphos’d into Infolence, Courage in- 
t Subtilty, Modeity into Boldnefs, Knowledge in- 
l Ignorance, and Order into Confufion : There 
cl: weeps, whilil another fitig:. ; one prays, whilft 
a ther lwears ; one goes out, another comes in ; 
c: is condemn’d, another abfolved ; and in fine, 
b-fhall hardly find two Perfons of one Mind and 
Hrcife. There Hunger is their Appetite; their 
7nes of Meals, always when they get any thing 
t eat ; their Table, the Floor > their Sauce, the 
f,)y Stinks of their Wards ; and their Mufick, no- 
t lg but fnoring, fneezing, and belching. The 
fngingsof their Chambers are ever in Morning, 
a rn'd with large Borders of Cobwebs ; their Seats 
t Ground ; and they live Apodolically ; that is, 

* hout Script, without Staff, and without Shoes. 

P ny of tneir Collars are edg'd with a Piece of 
f ping Linnen, to reprefent a Neck-cloth, but in. 
c d it is only the forlorn Relicks of their Shirts 
ovling out at their Necks ; and fome of th« Pri- 
f ers have their appointed Hours, wherein they 
fit their bodily Enemies, and evermore obtain the 
I Rory, by continually bearing in Triumph the 
1 od of the Vermin they deftroy on their Nails, 
li Word, Sighs are their chief Air, Coldnefs their 
fmfort, Defpair their Food, rattling of Chains 
( ir Mufick, and Death and Damnation their foie 
Jpettation ; whild a Turnkey, with a grim Afpeft 

< his Countenance, makes them tremble with fear 

< a new Martyrdom ; tho* the infulting Rafcal, in 
t: Height of his Pride, need not fcrctv his ill-fa- 
ur’d Face to a Frown, becaufe he knows not how 
t look otherwife ; which fo dejetts the Spirits of 
nfepoor imprifon’d Slaves, who fear him, that 
I: Condition of their Looks feems to implore his 
Jiiles; tho* his flinty Heart having renounc’d any 
l:morfe, cafts a Defiance in their fad and piteous 
lees. 

This may fuffice for a}Specimen of Tim’s Eloquence. 
( e (hall now proceed to relate fome more of his Ad. 
mtures. 

Going one Day into Goilington% Coffee-Houfc, 
lrmerly at the Corner of Parker s-Lane , in Drury- 
tint, and fitting down at a common Table, as the 
bom is to all Comers, a little after came in one of 
h Comrades, and fat bimfelf down too. Tent Sharp 
the fame Time was looking on a curious Gold 
cdal, which he had fharp’d fomewhere, and an 
:torney of New-Inn, fitting oppofite to him, he de- 
d the Favour of looking on’c ; which being grant* 
him, and the Gentleman having view’d and com- 
mded it for a choice Piece, his Comrade, whom 
feem’d not to know there, mud needs have 'a 
ght of it too from the Attorney; who thinking 
» harm, gave it into his Hands. After he had 
.rly look’d on it a while, he has fairly march’d off 
ith it : Tcm. Sharp faw him, but would not in the 
y Si take notice thereof, as knowing where to find 
va; ani all this while tbs Gentleman imagin’d 
8 2 


nothing but that the right Owner had received it a- 
gain. A little while after Tom. Sharp demandfi 
courtcoufly his Medal, excufing the Gentleman’s 
Detention thereof upon the Account of Forgetful- 
nefc. The Gentleman darting, replied, Sir, / 
thought you had it long fince. He told him, he had 
it not, and as he deliver’d it unto him, he fhould 
require it from no other Perfon. They came to 
hign Words, the Gentleman piflfd at it, and in the 
Concluf.on, bade Tcm . take his Courfe; and fo he 
did for having fird took Wimefs of the Standcr* 
by, he fu’d him, and recovet’d the Value of the 
Medal twice over. 

Anotner Time Tom. Sharps being very well 
drefs’d, he went to one Counfellor Manning * Cuani- 
bers in Gray' s-lnn, and demanded a hundred Pounds 
which he had lent him on a Bond. The Barrillcr 
was furnriz’d at his Demand, as not knowing him ; 
but looking on the Bond, his Hand was fo exactly 
counterfeited, that he could not in a manner deny 
it to be his own Writing: However, as he knew 
his Circumstances were fuch, that ho never was m 
any Ncceftcy of borrowing fo much Money of any 
Man, and that therefore he could not be indebted in 
any Sum, upon the Account of borrowing, he told 
Tcm. he would not pav a hundred Pounds in hu 
own wrong. Hereupon Tom . taking his Leave, told 
him he mnd expett fpeedy Trouble. 

Mr. Manning expetting to be arrerted, fe'nt for 
another Barrider, to whom opening the Matter, tncy 
concluded it was a forg’d Bond ; whereupon Mr. 
Manning's Counfcl got a General Releafe forg’d for 
the Payment of this hundred Pounds. When I flue 
was join’d, and the Caufc came to be try’d before 
the Lord Chief Judice Holt, the WitnefTc* to Tom. 
Sharp's Bond fwore fo heartily to his lending of the 
Money to the Defendant, that he was in a wry fair 
way of being cad; ’till Mr. Manning's Counfcl 
moving the Court in behalf of his Client acquainted 
his Lordfbip, that they did not deny the having 
borrow’d a hundred Poands of the Plaintiff, but it 
had been paid above three Nonths. Three Months 
(quoth his Lordlhip) and why did not the Dejeadant 
take up his Bond, or fee it caticcll'd ? To this his 
CouHcel reply ’d, Thar when they paid the Money 
the Bond could not be found, whereupon the De- 
fendant took a general Releafe for Payment there* 
of; which being produc’d in Court, and two Knights 
of the Poft fwearing to it, the Plaintiff was call. 
This put Tom . Sharp into a great Paflion, fo that he 
cry’d to his Companions, as he was coming through 
IVeftmtnfler-Hall, IVere ever fuch Rogues feen in this 
ir trld before , to Jivear they paid that which they ne- 
ver borrow'd ? 

This Fellow’s Inclination to Wickednefs was fo 
drong, that it did not flop its Career in fuch Crimes, 
which could only be punidi’d with a Fine and Pillo- 
ry ; but being a Man of an undaunted Mind in act- 
ing any fort of Viilany, he was often wont to fay. 
That that Man doferv’d not the Fruition of the 
lead Happinefs here, that would not, rather than go 
without it, venture his Neck. Thus Sin, if it b® 
drefs’d up in fpacious Pretences, may be entertain’d 
as a Companion ; but w hen it appears in its own 
Shape, it cannot but driKe Horror into the Soul of 
any, if not really ftupify’d, as Tom, Sharp was, who, 
to maintain himfelf in an idle Courfe of Life, would 
perpetrate any thing. 

Among many other Arts, peculiar to Perfons of 
his Profellion, Tom. learn’d that of making Hack 
Dogs , which are Shillings, or other Pieces of Money, 
made only of Pewter, double wafh’d j by means of 
which he maintain’d himfelf for fome time. It 
may not be amifs to obferve here, that what the 
Profclfors of this hellifh Art call George Platerc ■ 
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is all Copper within, with only a thin Plate 'about 
it ; and they call what \C$mpoJitu?n, is a mix’d Me- 
tal which will both touch and cut, but not endure 
the fiery Tell. Tom. had not been a great while at 
the Trade of Coining, before feveral of his Gang 
were apprehended, and fent Poll to the Gallows 
for their wicked Ingenuity, which oblig’d him to 
employ all the Powers of his Wit and Invention, in 
the Seaich of fomething elfe that might conduce to 
fopply him in his manifold Extravagancies. 

in the next place he went to picking of Pockets, 
at which being detected, he was committed to New* 
Pti/on ; where having a great many loofe Women 
oming after him, who fupply’d him with a great 
deal ol Money, he had all the Priviledge imaginable 
in the Jail ; and going to take his Trial at Hicks's- 
Hall for his Fadl, one John Lee, a Turnkey, con- 
ducting him thither, gave him the Liberty of being 
ihav'd by the* Way in a Barber’s Shop. The Keeper 
having alfo a pretty long Beard, quoth Tom Sharp , 
Come, we are Time enough yet, Jit down, and I'll 
pay for taking your Beard off too . Wliilft he was 
trimming, Tom. talk’d one Thing or other to hold 
him in Difcourfc, till at laic the Barber cry’d, Shut, 
your Eyes y or elfe my Ball will offend 'em. The Man 
did as he was bid, and Tom . took this Occafion to 
flip outi tlie Barber not taking him fora Prifoner, and 
hid hiaifelf in an Alclioufe hard by. The Turnkey 
not hearing him talk, open’d his Eyes, and not fee- 
ing him in the Shop, rofe up fo hailily, that he over- 
threw Cut-Beard y Bafon, Water, and all upon him, 
and ran out into the Street with the Barber’s Cloth a- 
bout him, and Napkin on his Head. The People 
feeing him thus, with the Froth about his Face, con- 
cluded him mad, and as he ran gave him the Way. 
The Barber, with his Razor in his Hand, ran after 
the Turnkey, crying, Stop Thief flop Thief ; but he 
never minding the Out-cry, Hill ran flaring up and 
down, as if his Wits had lately flolen away from him, 
and he was in purfuit of them. Some durll not flop 
him, and other would not; till the Barber feiz’d 
him at lad, and getting his Cloth and Napkin from 
him, made him pay Six-pence befides for being but 
half ihav’d, while Tom. in the time of this Hurly- 
burly, got dear off. 

' Being afraid of being apprehended for this Efcape, 
he was obliged to lie incognito in a Garret in St. An- 
' drew' %-ftreet, by the Seven-dials, where alfo dwelling 
in the fame Houfe one Baynham y a poor illiterate 
Taylor, who was lately turn’d an Aftrologer, and 
had a mighty great Conceit of his own natural Parti, 
which were very extraordinary in ordinary Things, 
they became intimately acquainted one with another ; 
and hearing this Star-gazer often wifh he could fpeak 
Arabic , for the Underflanding Albumaccar, Meffa - 
halab y Abdilazus, Ulugh B eight, and other Authors, 
who had written on the Art of Aftrology in that 
Language, Tom Sharp pretended he had that Tongue 
as perfed as his own, and would teach it him in three 
Months for forty Shillings, one half in Hand, and 
the other when he had perform’d his Bargain. Bayn - 
ham was very glad of this Opportunity, and givisg 
him twenty Shillings, he was to procure Erpenius's 
Arabic G rammer, which he underflood no more than 
a wild Indian did IVelJh or ] 9 ijh, Tom. proceeded 
with teaching his Pupil a great many canting Words, 
telling him Autem was Arabic for a Church ; Borde y a 
Shilling ; Buffer , a Dog ; Belly ■ cheat , an Apron ; 
Cokir y a Liar ; Cuffin, a Man ; Canke, dumb ; Can- 
A akin, the Plague ; Deufe ai il, the Country ; Per me. 
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a Hole; Flag y a Groat; Glymmer , a Fire; Ga \ 
Lip ; Gybe, a Pafs ; Har?nanback y a Confla \ 
Jigger, a Door ; Kinchin , a Child ; Libege y a 1 1 ; 
Make, a Half-penny ; Nab , a Hat ; Prat y a Th ; 
Quarron, a Body; Ruffin , the Devil ; S*vag y a S p, 
Slat, a Half-Crown ; Trin, the Gallows; Wi' a 
Penny ; Varum , Milk ; and abnndance more to « 
fame Purpofe. They went on in this Manneot 
two or three Days, when Tom abfeonding fron jj 
Lodging, not one Digit of his Body was to be n 
ever after. Thus he trick’d the poor Aflrolcr, 
as nicely as he had the Daughter of James Garcr 
a Printer, out of above ff L y Shi Legs, in telling .1 
five or fix Years before, t. at fhe iliould have a 1 f. 
band in a fhort Time, nnd the poor Creature was K 
marred at the Time of Tom's Adventure. 

Afterwards Tom. Sharp cquipp ng l.imfclf a 
Cloak, he went to. the PortugueJ'e Chapel in s 
coins* Inn- Fields, and privately threw a Pape if 
Lamp-black into the hcly Water, plac’d by the C r, 
hufog fi.il changed the Silver Bafon for a Pester p, 
which he had under his Cloak. Soon after the I a 
came out and crofted himfelf, and having fa a 
fhort Ejaculation to himfiT*, he look’d towards is 
bigotted Congregation, to blefs them with a * 
vobifeum , but When he faw them all have biack ( f- 
fes on their Foreheads, and the Peo t le alfo faw it 
on Iiis, there was fuch flaring one upon the othei is 
if they would have llar’d thro’ one another, a 
length they found they were impos’d upon by 1 1 
Heretick, who was got far enough' off before n ; 
wnereupon, highly refenting the Prophanatioi if 
f bat which they thought fiifhc cnt Proof agrinfl c 

^ b and all his Works, they prefen tly wen o 

curfing of him with their greaveft Anathema of \, 
Book, and Candle ; but Tom being ready curs’ o 
their Hands, their Revenge did him no Injur u 
all. 

Tom's lafl Faft wns (hooting a Watchman, a 
oppos’d him in breaking open a Shoe-maker's $ p 
at the Corner of Great IT ild-ftrcet, facing up G K 
Queen-Jlrcet. He was apprehended nnd couden l 
for this Murder ; but fuch was his Impiety, 
under Sentence of Death, that inftead of than) A 
fuch who had fo much Chriflianity in ’em as tc i | 
him prepare for his latter End, he would bid t i 
not to trouble his Head with the idle Whimfie f 
Heaven and Hell, for he was more a Man thai 5 
dread or believe any fuch Matter after this L > 
But when he came to the Place of Execution, wl i 
was at the End of Long Acre in Drury-Lane , and ; 
Halter was put about his Neck, he then chang’d i 
Tone, and began to call out for Mercy, with fu< i 
forrowful Voice, which could not but awake ther \ 
lethargick Confcience that ever the Devil lull’d afh . 
One there might plainly fee by the Deluge of Tu 
which fell from his Eyes, what Convulfion-Fits \ 
poor Soul fuffer’d, whilft hisr own Mouth confe. 1 
how grievoufly his afHidled Spiris were ftretch’d 
the Rack of black Defpair. Now was the Timet! 
the voluminous Regiflers of his ill Confcience, whi 
formerly lay clafp’d in fome unfearch’d Corner of I 
Memory, were laid open before him ; and the De 
who hitherto gave him the leffening End of the Pc 
peClive-Glafs to furvey his licentiou; Cttirfes, tur,J 
the magnifying End to his Eye, which nude M 
implore Heaven for a gracious Pardon of his rfia 
fold TranfgreFions. In this manner he was tun, 
off the Cart on Friday the twenty fecond Day 
September , *704, aged twenty nine Years. 
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The LIFE of GEORGE SEAGER. 


he following Account was fent in a LETTER 
I from a Gentleman in Londos, to bis Friend in the 
Country , in the Tear 1 697. 

S 1 R , 

( r Have no great Inclination to tell c torie*, which 
I perhaps is norhh g bat the EiTcCi: of an ill- 
. grounded Vanity, tnri es me prefer the ex- 
Hi- Sing of what I imagine, to the relating of what 
aave feen. The ProR iLon of a Story-Teller fits 
t aukwardly upon young People, and is down- 
;ht Weaknefs in old Men. When cur Wit is not 
4 ’ived to its dee Vigor, or when it begins to de- 
ne, we then take ?. Pleafure in telling what does 
1 1 pat us to any great Expeiice of Thought. How- 
|rr, inCompliance with your Requeft I will for 
• ce renounce the Pleafure .which I generally take 
t my own Imagination, to relate the unaccounta- 
J Ad ions of George S eager, who was lately execu- 
t here. 

This notorious Fellov, aged twenty fix Years at 
\ ' Time of his Death, was born at Portfniouth in 
4 mpfoire, where his Father and Mother' dying, his 
i er took Care of him fora while ; but fhe not be- 
i able to fupport herfelf, left him to the Parifn to 
It p him, the Overfeers whereof placed him out to 
f 1 Pack-Thread After two Years he left that 
I.ployment, and went to a Silk-Throwfter for a 
Wr and half ; when running away from his Mailer, 
htookbad Courfes, av bemg addided to Gaming, 
Scaring, Drunkennefs, and Theift ; but a Gang of 
tl Ruby Man of War prefling hua, he went on 
fcrd that Ship to Sea, where robbing the Seamens 
Gits, he was open whipp’d at the Cap ftern, put 
ir he Bilboes, and once KeeJ-hauPd. Keel-hauling a 
IV n is tying a Rope round his Middle, to which 
tv other Ropes are fo fifien’d, that carrying him 
tc he End of the Main-Yard-Arm on the Starboard- 
of the Ship, he is flung from thence into the 
Vtcr, and hauled under the Ship by a Man iland- 
inon the Main-Yard-Arm on the Larboard-fide, 
W’re a Gun is fired over the Criminal’s Head as he 
is rawing up. However, as no Punifhment would 
dvr him from pilfering, the Captain of the Ship, 
raer than be plagued with him, put him afhore at 
Pmouth, from whence ne begg’d his Way to 
P if mouth, where he lifted himJ'elf into Johnny 
G ton's Regiment, to whom he was a continual 
P |rue. 

'he firftTime he mounted the Guard, being put 
C try on the Ramparts, and ordered by the Cor- 
pc;il not to Jet the grand Rounds pafs without chal- 
le ing, he faid, he would take Care of them, ima- 
ging that if he challenged them he muft fight them 
tc So the grand Rounds going about at Twelve 
at tight, with Johnny Gibfon at the Head of them, 
Suer, who had got a whole Hatful of Stones by 
Hi becaufe he chofe to fight at a Dillance cries 
01; Who ccmes there ? Being told, they were the 


grand Rounds; Oh! a mn ye, quoth George. He 

gra?:d R unds are ye ! Have at you then ; for I have 
waited for you this Hour and above . So pelting them 
with Stones as f.ift as he could fling, the grand 
Fvounds could not pofs' any farther, t.Jl they called 
out to the Captain oi La?nport-Gua> d, who lent the 
Corporal to relieve him, in order to his being exa- 
min’d ; but Johnny Gibfon finding him to be a raw 
Soldier, who had never been upon Duty before, he 
efcaped any FunilLment inflifted on Offenders by 
Martial Law. 

Another Time, fome arch Soldier putting a Whifp 
of Hay into the Mou’h of the Wooden Horfe, which 
Hands at the End of the Parade by the Main- Guard 
Houfe, Johnny Gibfon efpying it, quoth lie. If* 
warrant him an hone fl Fellow, who was fo kind as 
to give my Horfe feme Hay ; gin Ifc ken who it was, 
Ife give him Sax fence to drink. George Handing by 
the Governor when he faid fo, quoth he, It was I, 
Sir, who gave your Horfe that Hay. Said Jenny 
then, Ife vow it was well done of thee , and there is 
Sax-pence for thy Pains ; hut as you was fo civil at 
to feed my Horfe , you ought to ; ide him to l Pater too. 
So commanding him prefently to be mounted on it, 
with a fifty Pounds Weight at his Feet, he there fat 
for an Hour, curfing Jonny' % Civility to him to the 
very Pit of Hell. 

But not long after this Riding-Bout, George Hand- 
ing Centry one Night at Jonny's Door, as he was 
coming homewards to his Houfe, quoth he, Who 
comes there ? Jenny Gibfon the Go\ernor replv’d, A 

Friend, Lad. 1 float Friend? Stand , Sir. 

Quoth Jonny, Ife am the Governor . George rtjrl ’d, 
I don't know that ; therefore fland of, til. I call the 
Corporal, or etfe I'll jhoot you. Jonny would fain 
have prefs’d upon Lis Poll ; but when he faw him- 
felf fruftrated in his Defign, quoth he, Ife fee , ho - 
nejl Friend, that ye know yer Duty, therefore ye need 
no call the Corporal, there' s a Shilling for ye ; and 
if ye' r hungry, ye may gang into my Kitchen arid fill 
yer Belly, and in the mean Time Ife will fland for ye. 
George refufed his Favour feveral Times ; but when 
Jonny as often promifed him upon his Word and 
Honour, that not the leaft Harm fhould come to 
him for leaving his Poft, he gave him his Musquet, 
and went into his Kitchen. When he lad kl’d 
his Belly, he went out by a backward D001 to tl.e 
Guard-Houfe, where being feveral Soldiers playing 
at Cards, he put in among them. While he wa\ 
here the Corporal efpying him, Ha, ha, q_orh ho 
how a Pox came you here from your Pojl * Ire ads' > 
George reply ’d, Don't you trouble ycu/felf about that, 
I have got one there to Jland for me. 

The Corporal faid no more to him then ; but a 
bout an Hour and a half afterwards going to relievo 
the Centries, when he came to Geo. ge'o Poft. he was 
much furpriz’d to fee Johnny w lk.ng there with a 
Mufquet on his Shoulders, who cry’d out, Come* 
mauke Hafe Men , and relieve me, for it is a van, 
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cold Night i but, by my I#/, Ifo will never ft ond for 
any Knave agon, till be gang to fill his Belly j hew* 
ever, Ife Jball ken that ill faud Loen another Time 
from a black Sheep. Some Time after, George being 
in Johnny's own Company, and Handing another 
Time Centry at his Door, wanting Shoes, he aflt ’4 
him for a Pair: Quoth Johnny , Hafte thou over a 
Piece of Chalk about thee P George told him, Yes , 
and giving him a Piece, with which he drew out a 
P.iir of Shoes on the Gentry-Box, quoth he, Theaf s 
a Pair for thee . George could not well tell what to 
lay to him ; but as foon as Jonny went in a doors, 
he draws out a Man (landing Centry on the Centry- 
Box, and went off from his Poll. Afterwards, the 
Governor coming out, and feeing what George, who 
was not there, had done, he preicntly went to the 
Guard-Houfe to fee for him ; but finding none cf 
Gentleman, he fent a Corporal with a File of Muf- 
quetcers to look for him. After long fearching 
about the Town, they found him playing at All - 
Fours in an Ale-Houfe, and brought him Prifoner 
to Jonny, who demanding how his Impudence could 
be (b great as to quit his Poll before he was reliev’d, 
he faid, He had left a Man to do his Duty. Yes, 
quoth Johnny, a Man chalk'd out for me. Why, 
replies George, I thought a Centry chalk'd out for you, 
%would do as well as a Pair if Shoes ftr me. But, 
to be fhort, Johnny committed him to the Hole, 
where living only upon the Allowance of Bread and 
Water for fourteen Days, he was then brought forth, 
and ran the Gaundoop fix Times thro’ the whole 
Regiment. 

After this George had alfo ran the Gaundoop feve- 
ral Times for robbing the Soldiers Barracks of 
Viftuals, Linnen, or any thing elfe that he could 
Ind , but no Punifhment deterring him from his pil- 
fering Tricks, he was in a Draught fent over to Flan- 
ders, where going one Day into a great Church in 
Brujfels , he efpy’d a Capucbin-Yxyzx confefling a 
young Woman in a very private Place ; and as foon 
as the good old Father had given AbfolutiOn to his 
Penitentiary, he made up to him under Pretence of 
confefling his Sins ; for, as it happen’d, the Fryar 
was an En^lijhman . But, inftead of confefling his 
manifold Crimes, his Intention was to commit more ; 
for, pulling a Piftol out of his Pocket, and dapping 
it to his Breaft, quoth he, Reverend Father , I per • 
eeived the young Gentlewoman, whom you juft now con- 
f efts' d, gave you fomething ; but let it be more or lefts 
unleft you furrender it te me, who have moft Need of 
it, 1 •will /hoot yose thro' the Heart, altho' l was fare 
to he bang'd this very Moment for it. 

The Fryar being much furprivd at thefe dange- 
rous Words, and deeming Life fweet, he gave him 
what he had of his Female Penitentiary, which was 
two Louis d'Qrs ; then binding him Hand and Foot 


in a Corner adjacent to his Confefllon.Box, he wei 
away); and that fame Day, deferting his Regimen 
made the bed of his Way for Er^land, where l 
committed feveral moft notorious Burglaries in tl 
Cities of London and Weftminfter, aid the Out-Par, 
thereof; but at laft being apprehended, and fent i 
Newgate, for breaking open the Houfe of the Lo, 
Catts , and taking thence Plate and fine Linnen valu« 
at Two Hundred and forty Pounds, he was bang’d , 
Tyburn, on Wednefday, the Twenty feventh Day i 
January , in the Year 1696-97. 

Thus have I given you all the Account I con 
colled, of a Man, who Life you were fo defirous 
be acquainted with 1 there is nothing very remark 
ble in his Adioni, but his being your Countrym; 
is afufficient Excufe for your Curiofity. 

/ am , SIR, Yours, &c. 

We may add by way of Poftfcript to the fore-goi 
Letter, that at the fame '’Time and Place were e; 
cuted the following Criminals, viz. X.JofephP 
ter , aged Twenty feven Years, and born in 
•work; who running away from King William'i S 
vice fit Sea, broke open the Lady Anverquerqn 
Houfe, and took from thence One Hundred : 
Thirty Pounds in Money, which he confirmed in , 
than a Week; and when he came to the Tree, fi 1 
was his Impudence as to fay, I muft needs own the ? 
have brought my Hogs to a fair Market , but w f 
eare I for hanging, fwee a Jhort Life well fpent is t * 
ter than a long one l 

t. Benjamin Ellifon , aged Twenty fire Years, 1 
born at Wapping, was condemn'd for breaking 0 1 
the Houfe of the Earl of Albemarle, and tal 5 
thence fome Jewels, and a Gold Watch of g; t 
Value; but he was not much concerned at hi» - 
timely End ; for, inftead of repenting, he faid f 
I now was to live my Life over again, I would bi 0 
other Trade but a Thief ; becaufe he hat no footser 1 
bis Work, but ho is paid for hit Labour. 

3. Jamet Ayres, aged Thirty Years, and bot 1 
Scotland, was condemn’d for committing feveral 1 ft 
notorious Robberies on the Highway ; and b f 
come to the Place of Execution, and efpyir » 
Country Fellow ga2ing earneftly upon him, q h 
he, pointing at the fame Time towards him, I i ft 
got one Half-Crown in my Breeches fttll ; and (• 
lievingyou to be out of Bufineft, l will give it you* fi 
all my Heart, to take b*t one Turn for me fer If 
an Hour : And let me tell you, a Crown an H$ is 
good Pay for any Working Man in England. 
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The LIFE of NED BONNET. 


| — ^ D IV A R D Bonnet was born of very good 
1-^ and ieputab!e Parents, in the Jfle ol Ely, in 

I -A Cambridgejhire , who bellow ng mine 

uuc.it ion upon Him, as Reading, Writing, and ^ rl- 
ig Accompts, about the Fifteenth Year of his 
* was put out an Apprentice to a Giocer, liv. *g 
Rotten in Bedfordjhire , whom he ferved honek- 
. When he was out of Ilia l ime, he married a 
eighbour’s Daughter, by whom he had two imall 
hildren at the Time of his Death, and let up for 
mfelf in the Country, being at one Time worth 
>ove fix hundred' Poinds, lie was ruined by a 
re, which burnt all his Goods and Houfe to t«e 
round ; and not being in a Condition to retrieve 
s Lois, he came up to Loudon, to avoid the nn- 
irtunate Duns of Creditors, where lighting into a 
ang of Highwaymen, he took to their Courfes, 
raife himfelf, lT pcflible, once more. Having 
en upon feveral Exploits, wherein he was fucceis- 
, the fweet Profit of his Enterprises made him 
in Love with robbing on the Highway, that he 
voted himfelf wholly to it, and committed (as 

! s reported) above tnree hundred Robberies, par* 
ularly in Cambridge /hire, infomuch that lie was 
much dreaded by cue People jn that Country, as 
sr that great l ory, Patrick Flemming , was by the 
Id bijb. 

After he was grown a good Proficient in the gain- 
Art and Myltery of roobing on the Highway, he 

i :entimes attempted to rob by himfelf, tur he was 
• excellent Horleman, and kept the beft of Horfes 
iich wouid leap a Hedge, Ditch, or Five-Bar Gate, 
th him on his Back, mid knew the Road by D.iy 

f Nig Jit, in that Country, as perfectly as if was 
'efled by a Compafs. 

Upon this Beall one Time he met a young Canta- 
dgian, who had more Money than Wit, reercat- 
3 1 himfelf abroad in his Calafh, with a bnik jolly 
Jiurtezan, belonging to bawdy Barnwell, a little 
Iiage, within a Aide of the Univerf.ty of Cam - 
F dge, well fuft with fuch fort of Cattle, as will 
11 the foul D.leafe to a Gentleman at a very mo 
irate Price. He made up to thele Gallants, and 
(mmanding them to Hand, he very civilly demand- 
t their Money ; which they refuting, he took the. 
5m of fix Pounds or thereabouts from ’em by Vio- 
Ite; and becaufe they gave him fome Trouble be- 
le they would part witu what they had, he was 
Joived to put them to fome Shame. 

To accomplilh this, he prclcnted a Couple of Pif- 
is towards them, and lv^ore they Ihould lufFer no 
); than prefent Death, it they did not Arip them 
i/es Hark naked ; and they, to fave their fweet 
• ves, obey’d his Commands. Then tying taeir 
1 nds behind them, lie bound their Legs or.e to the 
*,.er, and fluihing the Hoife, away he ran rpoii a 
I I jot with thele Adamites, home to his lim in 
* mbiidge. But as foos. as they Came into the Town, 
i h a Multitude si .• Women, mid Ch.idrtn, 
i re hallooing wa, .j .a ter tnem, tiut tlx* luc 


to be fure wasfcarcely feen after the Lady Godina, 
when ihe rid naked thro' the City of Coventry. Bat 
t eir Suame did not end liere ; for tiie young Gen- 
ti ikui being call’d to an Account by the Vice- 
- r.ncelior, tor tins ScandaJ which he nad brought 
a the Collegian;, by his publickly keeping Com- 
pany witu lewd Women, lie was expeii’d by the 
Univeriity ; and the Strumpet lent to the Houfe of 
Correction, to do ‘further Pennance by Way of Mor- 
tification for the Flefh. 

Having performed this Exploit, and removing his 
Quarters on t’other Side the Country, he met with 
his Taylor and Son, who had lately arrelted him for 
a Sum of four or five Pounds, which he ow'd Mr. 
Stitch . Relolving now to be revenged on him, he 
requeited him to deliver his Purfe ; but the Taylor 
not approving of his Propofition, he us’d a great 
many Words and Ceremonies to divert Ned Bonnet 
from his PrujedL Ned not being to be Tongue pad- 
ded, he, by force of Arms, took thirty fix Pounds 
away from his former Cred.tor, and rid off ; which 
made ti.c Son fay to his Father, 1 wonder what thefe 
Fellows think of them/ elves ? Surely' they t/mjl go to 
Hell for committing thefe notorious Atiions. O — d 
forbid, repiy’d the Taylor , for to have Convtrfa - 
tion of fuch Rogues there , would be worfe than all 
the reji . 

AlCtr t us, hid Bonnet meeting on the Road be- 
twixt Cambridge and Ely, Mr. Riggot the Anabap- 
till Pie c.-er m LittleAl ildflreet, ne commanded 
him to hand and deiner ; whereupon, this pious 
and much Pains- taking Propagator ol the Goi'pel, 
being very loath to part witn |i.i> Mammon to this 
D — 1 ot a Roboer, as thinking it lalle Heruuidry 
to put Metal to Metal, he dropp’d a great many 
devout Sayings to diver, him from hia intended Pu.. 
pole. This putting Ned Bonnet into a great Pidlioii, 
he laid. Pray , S.r, ke.pyc.ur Breath to cool your Por* 
ridge, and don t talk of religious Matte, s to me, for 
I'll have you to know, that , like all other true and 
Gentlemen , 1 believe nothing at all of Religion ; 
therefore deliver me your Money , and bejiow your 
laborious Cant upon your Female Auditors, who ll ne- 
ver fcold at their Maids without cudgelling them 
with broken Pieces of Scripture , which flow vet > 
fluently upon than on all Occaflons. So taking troiri 
mm a good Waten, worth eight Pounds, and st» 
many Guineas, he ty’d his Legj under his HorRT 
Belly, and left him to fleer his Courfe as well as 
he cou’d. 

Another Time Ned and his Affociates meeting 
with a Perfon of Quality, attended by four Servant:, 
on the defending of a Hill irto a hollow Way, the 
one Side w hereof was inclos’d with a craggy (halter- 
ed Rock, and the other with a large Wood, riling 
confiderabiy higher than the Road, here tney 
thought it very proper to ailbuit the Noblenun and 
his Attendants, whom they commanded to fl.-.ud 
and deliver, what they had. At thr : he Perfon oi 
4 ° 




316 A General History of 


Quality fmil’d, (thinking, Of at leaft diflembling 
that he thought fo) that they were only in Jert, and 
cold them, He believed they were Gentleman only 
■upon a Frolick ; therefore , if they would accompany 
him to the next Town, they Jhould be entertained 
•with the bejl the Place would afford. To this Ned 
and his Comrades reply ’d furlily, They muft con - 
vince him by ftronger Arguments if be per ft ft ed not to 
deliver his Monoy , which nolens volens they were re- 
folved to have. So having made ready, they bore 
up to i'eize his Horfe’s Bridle. Upon this, perceiv- 
ing they were in Earneft, a fharp Difpute began be- 
twixt them ; but the Nobleman’s Party being over- 
powered, they were forced to forrender themfelves 
Prifoners at Difcrecion. 

The Robbers then taking from the NoHeman a 
Purfe full of Gold, a gold Snuff-Box, a gold Watch, 
and a rich diamond Ring, they carried him and his 
Servants into the adjacent Wood, where tying them 
Hands and Feet, they left them ; but faying, That 
they would bring them more Company prefently. Ac- 
cordingly, they were as good as their Word, for in 
!efs than two Hours they made the Nobleman and 
his four Servants juft a dozen Perfons, whom alfo 
binding, quoth Ned Bonnet , * There are now twelve 
‘ of you, all good Men and true ; fo bidding you 

* farewel, you may give in your Verdidl on us as you 
' pleafe when we are gone ; tbo* it will be none of 

* the beft, yet to give as little Trouble as may be, 

* we fhall not ftay now to challenge any of you : So 

* once more farewell. 

Ned Bonnet and his Comrades now going to their 
Place of Rendezvous, to make merry with what they 
had got, which was at a bye fort of an Inn Handing 
fomewhat out of the high Road between Stamford 
and Grantham, it happened at Night to rain very 
hard, fo that one Mr. Randal a Pewterer, living 
near Mary gold- Alley in the Strand, before it was 
burnt down, was oblig'd to put in there for Shelter. 
Calling for a Pot of Drink, whereon was the Inn- 
keeper’s Name, which was alfo Randal , the Pew- 
terer afked him, as being his Name fake, to fit and 
bear him Company. 

They had not been long chattering before Ned 
and one of his Comrades, with a Trull, came down 
Stairs and placed themfelves at the fame Table ; and 
underftanding, by the Means aforefaid, what this 
Stranger’s Name was, one of the Rogues fixing his 
Eyes more intent than ordinary upon him, in a deal 
of feeming Joy, he leaped over the Table, and em- 
bracing the Pewterer, q^oth he, * Dear Mr. Ran - 

* doll who would have thought to have feen you 

* here? ’Tis Ten Years, I think, fmee I had the 
« Happinefs to be acquainted with you. 

Whilft the Pewterer was recolle&ing whether he 
could call this Spark to mind or not, for it came not 
into his Memory, that he had ever feen him in his 
Life, the Highwayman again cry’d out, Alas ! Mr , 
Randal, Ifte now I am much altered , ftnee you have 
forgot me. So being here arrived to a Ne plus ultra 
how to go on, up ft arts Ned, and with as great feem- 
ing Admiration, faid to his Companion, Is this , 
Harry, the hone ft Gentleman in London, whom you fo 
§ften us'd to praife for hit great Civility and Libera - 
tity to all People ? Surely then we are very happy in 
meeting thus accidentally with him,. 

By this Difcourfc they would almoft have perfwa- 
ded Mr. Randal that they perfeftly knew him ; but 
being fenfible of the contrary, he very ferioufly af- 
fixed them, that he could not remember that he e- 
ver had feen any of them in his Life. No ! faid 
they, as llruck with Admiration, that's f range we 
Jhould be altered fo much within thefe few Tears, 
Then Mr. Randal began to afk the Spark, who pre- 
tended to know him fo well, fome Queftions which 


he was certain he could not pofitively anfwer ; bi 
fearing they fhould then be put to a Nonplus, the 
waved them, and ftrained Compliments with M 
Randal tofup with them \ which all his Refufabcoa 
not avoid. 

By that Time they had fupped, in came four mo 
of Ned's Comrades, who were invited alfo to i 
down, and more Provifions were called tor, whic 
were as quickly brought, and as quickly devour’* 
When the Fury of confuming half a dozen goc 
Fowls and other Victuals was over, befides -fever 
Flalks of Wine, there was not lei's chan three PoumB 
odd Money to pay. At this they lhr’d on each < 
ther, and held a profound Silence, vvhilfl Mr. Ra 
dal was fumbling in his Pocket. When they faw 1 
only brought fourth a Mouie, which was only . 
much as came to his Share to pay, he that piettndt 
to know him, ftarted up, and protefted he fhould 1 
excus’d for old Acquaintance fake ; But the Pewtc 
er, not willing to be beholden, as indeed they nje’v 
intended he fhould, to iuch Companions, left for cl I 
Civility they fhould expert greater Obligations fro 
him, prefted them to accept his Dividend of the Re 
koning, faying, If they thought requijiu he wcu 
pay more. 

At laft their Trull taking the Wink, faid, Con 
come, what needs all this ado? Let the Gentlema 
if he fo pleafes , prefent us with thisfmall Treat , a 
do you give him a larger at his taking his Farewel ! 
the Morning, Mr. Randal nor liking this Propof % 
it was ftarted that he and Ned fhould throw Dice i 
end the Controverfy ; and fearing he was got into I 
Company, to avoid Mifchief, Randal acquired I 
throw a Main for who fhould pay the whole Sh< I 
which was fo managed chat the Lot fell upon fm I 
For putting the Change upon him, rhe Dice th ] 
threw with ran all Fives and Sixes on Ned's Side, a 
but only Fours and Fives on the Pewterer’s Sid 
which he perceiving, and going to detect them, rh< 
Strumpet fnatched them up, and by the Art of Hoi 
Pocus , converted them into regular ones. By til 
Means Randal , having the Voice of the whe 
Board againft him, was deputed to pay the wh< 
Reckoning ; tho* the diflembling Villains vow’d a 
protefted they had rather it had fell to any of th t 
to have had the Honour of creating him, with a. 
making large Promifes what great Things th 
would do the next Morning, to make him amem 

Mr. Randctl diflembled his Difcontcnt at the 
fhirking Tricks as well as he could; and they pi 
ceiving he would not engage in Gaming, but cou 
terfeited Drowfinefs, and defired to be a-bed, c 
Company broke up, and he was fhew’d to his Lod 
ing, which he baricado’d as well as he could, by pi 
ting old Chairs, Stools, and Tables againft the Doc 
Going to Bed and putting the Candle out, he fell 
fleep ; but was foon awaked by a capering up ai 
down the Room, and an Outcry of Murder ai 
Thieves. 

Upon this furprizing Noife he leaped out of Be 
and ran to the Door, to fee whether it was faft » 
not ; and finding nothing removed (for the Hig 
waymen came into his Chamber by a Trap Do 
which was behind the Hangings) he wondered ho 
the Noife fhould be there in his Apartment, unk 
it was enchanted. But as he was about to remo 
the Barricade to run and raife the Houfe, he w 
furronnded with a Crew, who tying and gaggir 
him, they took away all his Clooths, and left hi 
to fhift for himfelf as well as lie could. 

A little after, the Inn-keeper, the better to colo 
his Bufmefs, came thundering as the Door, deman 
ing what was the Caufe of this Clamour at th 
Tine of Night ? But hearing no Body anfwer, 1 
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mbled open the Door, and entered' the Room 
itha Candle, bringing alfo his Hoftler and Tapfter 
ong with him. Finding the Gentleman in that 
ondition, he foon unloos'd him, with a great deal 
Teeming Sorrow for this Difafter ; for he had not 
ily loft his Cloaths, but alfo forty Pounds which 
■ bnd in Gold in his Breeches. In the mean while 
>d Bonnet and one of his Comrades came into Mr, 
wdal' s Chamber, to enquire the meaning of this 
Jiurbance there, and when they were acquainted 
th his Lofs, they fwore, in a Teeming great Rage, 
>ey would find out the Rogues , if they went to a 
njuror . But the poor Pewterer believed they need 
tconfult the Devil to know who had robbed him, 
more than they might have doubted going to him 
lemfelves when they died. 

Mr. Randal being thus cheated and robbed of all 
| had about him, he was obliged [to borrow fome 
(l Cloath 9 of the Innkeeper and then with a heavy 
part return early in the Morning home again, as 
I ng not able to profecute his intended Journey, 
1 want of Money to defray his Charges. 

One Time A fed Bonnet , in a Rencounter on the 
] ad, met with the Misfortune of having his Horfe 
i t under him ; whereupon, he was obliged to fol- 
I /his Trade on Foot, till he could get another. 
I: it was not long before he took a good Gelding 
rof rhe Grounds of ^ Man, who fince kept the 
j i-Lyon-Inn in Hounflow ; apon which, riding ftrait 
i ) Ca mbridgefhire , a Gentleman one Day overtook 
h on the Road, who had juft like to have been 
r bed. Hearing Ned Bonnet to be tuning fome- 
ng of a Pfalm, he, thereupon, took him to be a 
g ily Man, and delired his Company to fuch a 
f :e, to which he faid he was alfo going, (for a 
l ;hwayman is never out of his Way, tho' he is go- 
lf , againft his Will, to the Gallows.) But at length, 
l ! coming to a Place convenient for his Purpofe, 
b obliged the Gentleman to Hand and deliver his 
h ney ; which being above eighty. Guineas, he had 
cl Confcience to give him half a Crown to bear his 
Carges, till he had Credit to recruit himfelf again. 
r Jis Gentleman ever after could not endure the 
Ineofa Pfalm, and had as great an .Averfion a- 
gift Sterhold , Hopkins , Tate, and Brady , as the 
I/iJ has to holy Water. 

The Reader will obferve by what precedes, that 
N Bonnet had always a fprightly Imagination, 
ai this was yet more .apparent before the Fa- 
dies of his Mind were debauched by evil Prac- 
tis: We fhall give one Inftance, which was o- 
irtcd at the Beginning, to prove the Livelinefs 
othis Genius when he was but a Child. Being fent 
b;ais Father when he was no more than ten 
Yirs old, with a Prefent to the Parfon of the Pa- 
ri, he went and knocked manfully at the Door. 


The Gift was a Spear-rib, the old Man having 
juft killed a Hog, and it was wrapped up in a 
Cloth, and put into a Bafket. A Servant comes 
to the Door, and demands of young Bonnet his 
Bufmefs, 1 want to /peak with your Mafier fays he. 
Immediately the Malter was informed, and, heim- 
agining what the AfFiir was, comes to receiv# 
the Dole of his pious Parifhoner, a Thing thar 
Gentlemen of the Cloth are as ready to do, as any 
Men in the World. Well , my Dear , quoth he. 
What is your Bufinefs? Why only my Futher has fent you 
this, fays Ned, and gives hie the Balket, without 
moving his Hat. O Fie, fie. Child, fays Levi, have 
you no Manners P You Jhould pull off your Hat, and 
fay. Sir, my Father gives his Service to you, and de- 
fires you to accept this /mail Token : Come go out again 
with the Bafket , and knock at the Door, and I'll let 
you in, and fee how prettily you can perform it. 

The Parion waited within the Door till he was 
weary, expelling Ned to knock ; till at Jaft, ima- 
gining the Boy had niiftook the Cafe, he opens the 
Door, and fees our Gentleman at a Diftance, walk- 
ing off with his Prefent. So ho! Soho / Sirrah, 
where are you a going ? calls the Parfon with a 
loud Voice. Home, Sir, anfwered the Boy as loud- 
ly. Nay, but you muft come hack, and do as I bade 
you firft, fays the Prieft again. ^ bank you for that. 
Sir , quoth Ned: I know better ; and if you teach 
me Manners, 1TI teach yu fPit. So away he fair- 
ly went with the Spear-rib, which his Father, upon 
hearing the Story, had Wit enough to keep, and 
laugh at the Parion into the Bargain. 

At length one Zachary Clare, whofe Father kept 
a Baker's Shop at Hackney, being apprehended for 
robbing on the Highway, and committed to Cam- 
bridge Goal, to fave his own Bacon, he made him- 
felf an Evidence againft Ned Bonnet, who being fe- 
cured at his Lodging in Old-Street, was fent to New- 
gate, where remaining till the AfTizes held at Cam- 
bridge, before Mr Baron Lovel, he was carried 
down thither, and executed before the Caftle, on 
Saturday the 28th of March, 1713, to the general 
Joy and Sarisfaftion of all the People in that Coun- 
try ; where a great Number on Horfeback met him 
on the Road, when he was going down, to condudt 
him fafe to Prifon. Before he was turned off he 
fhew’d himfelf very much troubled for the poor Con- 
dition in which he left his Wife and Children, and 
owned that his lhameful Death was no more than 
what he deferved, in chat he had been condemned 
for his Life not above three Years before, at Chelms- 
ford in Effex, and was pardoned for the fame ; but 
not making good nfe of that Royal Mercy, which 
was extended towards him, the juft Judgment of God 
had now overtook him for all his Wickednefs. 
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The LIFE of JACK SHRIMPTON. 


J O H N Shrimpton was bom of good and reputa- 
ble Parents, living at Penns , nea r High-Wickham, 
in Buckinghamfhire , who bellowing fo much 
.Education upon him, as might qualify him for a 
Tradesman, he was put out an Apprentice when he 
was between 15 and 16 Years of Age, to a Soap- 
boiler in Little- Britpn , in London ; but not ferving 
out his Apprenticefhip there, he was turn’d over to 
another Soap-boiler in Ratcliffe-high-way ; where 
getting acquainted with a Parcel of unlucky Pren- 
tices, they went one Morning early to rob an Orchard 
a little out of Town. Jack Shrimpton getting into 
a Tree, whilft hi* Companions lay perdue, to pre- 
vent his Difcovery, in the mean time a Sea Captain 
came out with another Brother Officer’s Wife to re- 
create themfelves, and juft under this Tree wherein 
Jack was hid, our Gallant being difpos’d to give 
his Lady a Green-gown, ffie denied his Civility, by 
Reafon a great Dew being fell on the Grafs, fhe was 
fearful of difobliging her fine Clothes. Hereupon 
the Gentleman fpread his fine Cloak on the Ground, 
and giving his Miftrefs what pleas’d her, and praifing 
his own Adlivity in the Sport of Venus, to a high 
Degree, Jack Shrimpton fhaking the Tree, threw the 
Apples down in Shoals about their Ears: The two 
Lovers, in £ great Fright and Confternation, ran 
into the Hoafe as fall as they could, without any 
Thoughts of the Cloak, which Shrimpton , when he 
came out of the Tree, with all Speed carried away, 
and fold it for Six Pounds. 

When Jack Shrimpton was out of his Time, his 
Inclination not fuiting with the Thoughts of getting 
2 Livelihood by his honeft Induftry, he led a rakifh 
Courfe of Life, and went into the Army, where he 
was fome time In the Troop of Horfe commanded by 
Major General Wood; but not finding fuch Prefer- 
ment as he expected by being a Soldier, he came 
into England, and took to the High-way. He did 
always the moft Damage betwixt London and Oxford , 
infomuch that fcarce a Coach or Horfeman could pals 
him without being robb’d. 

One Time overtaking a certain Barrifter at Law 
of the Middle-Temple, in the Woods betwixt Wick- 
ham and Stoken-Ckurch, the Gentleman lik’d Shrimp - 
ton t Horfe fo extremely well, that he was pleas’d to 
proffer him 30 Guineas for it at firft Word. But 
Shrimpton valuing his Horfe at a higher Rate, would 
not take under 50 for him. The Gentleman told 
his new Companion, whom he had pick’d up upon 
the Rond, that he had no more than 30 Guineas a- 
bout him, and what would juft bear his Charges to 
the Place whither he was going, however, beeaufe 
he had a gteat Fancy for the Horfe, he would give 
him a Note, to be payable upon Sight in London , for 
to Pound** mere. Shrimpton refus’d his Chapman’s 
Offer, Lying, Sir, mine is a Horfe worth its IV right 
in Cold ; and, if you was to know all , ha s procur'd 
me more Money than ever Bucephalus got far Alex- 
ander j the ref ere I frail not part with him cn any 


Terms : But indeed , Sir , you mujl part with w 
30 Guineas neverthelcfs , or otherwise we mujl di tt 
the Matter prefently at Sword and PiftoL The r* 
rifter was much ftartled at thefe Words; but'* 
Shrimpton being very refolute in his Demand ie 
was oblig’d to part with his Money without /. 
ing the Horfe, which he fo much admir’d tc is 
Coll. 

Some Time after the committing of this Robl 1 , 
Mr, Shrimpton (whole Practice in this unlawful Cc fe 
of Life, plainly fhew’d his main Induftry was to a 
himfelf, in following a Profeffion which der \ : 
ftrated an open Defiance to his Happinefs) b g 
in London , he accidentally lit into the Compai )f 
the Common Hangman, where he was takii 2 
Glafs of Wine ; and coming to the Knowledj of 
his Occupation, he afk’d him this Quellion : h it 
is the Reafon , when you perform your Office , tha ju 
put the Knot juft under the Ear ; for in my Opt *; 
was you to fix it in the Nape of the Neck, it wou u 
more eafy to the Sufferer ? The Hangman rep 1, 
If one Chriftian may believe another , I have ha l 
a great many in my Time , but upon my Word, S, / 
newer had any Complaint as yet. However, it 
fhould be your good Luck to make ufe of me, 1 Jhal ti 
oblige you, be fo civil as to hang you after your w 
Way . But Shrimpton not approving of the H »• 
man’s Civility, he told him, tnat he defir’d nor >f 
his Favours, beeaufe they generally prov’d of a y 
dangerous Confequcnce. 

One Mr. Littleton , a Face Painter, living iq I 
werftreet in London , was acquainted with fever; >f 
Shrimpton' $ Friends, by which means he had bee> f- 
ten in his Company ; and once having fome Bui n 
which requir’d him into Buckinghamfhire, he ' it 
and lodg’d at Shrimpton $ Brother’s, who kef ft 
Inn at Wooburn . Now whilft Mr. Littleton ws R 
the Country, Jack Shrimpton din’d with his Wi in 
London, on a Sunday ; on the Tuefday followin »e 
din’d with Mr. Littleton himfelf, in the Count of 
Bucks ; and the Day after, being Wednefday, c r- 
taking Mi. Littleton in a Coach, near i* 

Crofs, where Jikevvife were three or four other Coat s f 
Shrimpton fpoke firft to him, after the ufual VVc 
ftand and deliver. Pray, fays he, what you do It 
quickly , beeaufe 1 have a great deal of Work lies "n 
my Hands to f.nifh betwixt this and Night. So r. 
Littleton giving him 3$ Shillings, he rid up to :<e 
Paffcngers in the ether Coaches, from whom he ( '< 
15c Pounds: But three Days after the playing 
Trick, Shrimpton lent to Littleton the following ,£* 
ter by a Porter, with two Guineas incis’d. 

SIR, 

T HE la ft Time I had the Honour to fee you , 
at Gcrrard’r-Crolf, which is ull ft on: ^ r 
humble Servant to command 
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Another Time Jack Shrimpton , who alfo call’d 
himfelf Parker, meeting a Couple of Bailiffs beyond 
Wickham , carrying a poor Farmer to Goal, he de- 
ft r’J to know what the Debt might be ; and being 
told fix Pounds odd Money, he requeued them to go 
with him to the next Ale-houfe, and he would pay 
it. They went along with him, where taking a 
Bond of the Farmer, whom he knew very well, he 
paid the Bailiffs their Prisoner’s Debt and Fees, and 
then parted But Jack Shrimpton way-laying the 
Bailiffs, he had no more Mercy on them, than they 
had on the Farmer, for he took away what Money 
he paid ’em, and about 40 Shillings befides ; after 
which he rid back again to the Farmer, and regal- 
ing him with a Treat ofa Guinea, cancel’d his Bond, 
and then went in Purfuit of new Adventures. 

A little while after Shrimpton travelling the Road, 
he met with a poor Miller, who was going to turn 
Highwayman himfelf ; for being very much indebted, 
fo that he expected nothing but to be daily clapt up 
in a Jail, he was refolved to better his Fortune, or 
lofe ills Life. Thus roving along, and meeting (as 
abovefard) with Shrimpton , he held up an Oaken Plant, 
for he h ad no other Arms, and bad him ftand, as 
thinking that Word was fufficient to fcare any Man 
out of his Money. 

Shrimpton perceiving the Simplicity of the Fellow, 
fir’d a Piilol at him, which (tho’ he purpofely :«nifs’d 
him) put our new Robber into fuch an Agony, that 
he furrender’d hinPulf to Shrimpton s Mercy ; who 
prefently laid, Surely , Friend, thou art but a young 
High wayman, or elf e you would have knocked me down 
fir ft, and have bid me ft and afterwards . The poor 
Miller told him his Misfortunes ; on which Shrimp- 
ton taking feme Compaffion, quoth he, lama High- 
wayman my f elf , and am now waiting in this Road 
for a certain Neighbour of yours , who I expeH will 
come this way by and by with fix /core Pounds ; there- 
fore if you will be ajfifting in the Robbery of him , 
you fhall have half the Booty. 

The Miller was very thankful for this kind Offer, 
and refolv’d to ftand by him to the very utmoft. 
Then Shrimpton having told him again, that it was 
not long fince he had robb’d one of his Neighbours 
of 150 Pounds, he farther faid, “ Honefl: Friend, 

“ ivhilll I ride this Way, do you go that Way, and 
(( if you fhould meet him whom I have told you of, 

“ be fure knock him down, and take all he has from 
“ him, without telling him why or wherefore ; and 
** in cafe I Ihould meet him, I’ll ferve him the fame 
“ Sauce.” 


They both feparated, and went in Search for their 
Prey, till at laft, upon the joining of two Roads, 
they met together again. Shrimpton wondering the 
Perfon he wanted fhould not yet come, order’d the 
Miller to follow him Hill, faying, Without doubt we 
Jhall catch the old Cuff anon. But as he was thus 
encouraging his new Companion, who was juft at 
his Horfc’s Heels, he takes up his Stick, and gave 
Shrimpton fuch a fmart Blow betwixt Neck and 
Shoulders, that he fell’d him to the Ground ; then 
being abie to deal with him, he robb’d him of about 
fourlcore Guineas, and bad him go quietly about his 
Bufinefs, or otherwife he would have him hang’d, ac- 
cording to his own Confeftion, for lately robbing his 
Neighbour. Thus the Biter was bit : but Shrimpton 
lwore he would never more take upon him to learo 
Strangers now to rob on the Highway. 

This notorious Malefador purfu’d his wicked 
Courfes a long while, ’till at laft being at Briftol , 
where he refided for fome Months, he was drinking 
one Night very late at a Bawdy-houfe in St. James ' 1 s 
Churchyard, when a Watchman going his Round*, 
and hearing a great Noife of fwearing and curling in 
the Houfe, he compell’d Sbyimpton to go along with 
him to the Watch-houfe. As they vere going toge- 
ther thro’ IVine-Jireet, he fhot the Watch-man thro* 
the Body, and flung his Piftol away, that it might 
not be found ; but fome Men happening to go by at 
the fame Time, they apprehended Shtimpton , and 
the Watchman dying on the Spot, they fecur’d him 
till Morning ; when carrying him before a Magi* 
ftrate, he was committed to Newgate in Brifiol, where 
lie behaved himfelf very audacioufly. 

At length being brought to a Trial, he was con- 
victed not only for wilful Murder, but alfo for five 
Robberies on the Highway. 

After Sentence of Death was pafs’d upon him, he 
was very carelefs of preparing himfelf for another 
World, whilft under Condemnation ; for two Divines 
coming to him to admoniih him, and give him good 
Advice about his latrer End, he faid, Ye need not be 
fo off cions as ye are about ?ny Soul , for ^ t is Fime e - 
nough to take Care of that when 1 come to the Gal- 
lows. So the Divines feeing him harden’d in his 
Sin, they left him to take his own Meaiures ; and 
when he came to the Place of Execution at St. Mi- 
chael's-Hill, he was turn'd off without (hewing any 
Signs of Repentance, on Friday the fourth of Sep- 
tember, 1713. Thus died this incorrigible Offender,- 
tho’ he hadfeveral great Men to make Imercefiion to 
the Qaecn for a Pardon. 
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A General History of 


The LIVES of Christopher DicksoiN, John 
Gibson., and Charles Weymouth. 


C HRISTOPHER D I C K S O N f the 
firft of thefe Malefactors, aged 22 Year?, 
was born at White-Chapel , where he ferved 
five Years Apprenficelhip with a Baker, and then by 
confent, parted with him. Afterwards he was Jour- 
neyman to another Baker, but ftaid not long there, 
before bad Company drew him away, and I'educed 
him to follow wicked Courfes. The chief Perfons 
who led him aftray, were John Gibfon and Charles 
Weymouth ; the firfl ef whom aged twenty Years, 
was born at Newcaflle under Line y in Staff ordjbire, 
and was a Sea-farfhg Man ; and the other aged 
twenty five Years, born at Redr iff, had alfo been 
brought up to 'the Sea, and ferved the Queen on 
Board fome of her Men of War, for feveral Years off 
and on. 

When thefe wicked Wretches firfl launched out 
into the Ocean of Iniquity, they met a poor old Man 
going to Brentford Market* whom they affaulted on 
the Highway ; but finding nothing about him but an 
old Pair of Spectacles, Kit Dickfon took them away 
for madnefs : The old Man begging hard for them, 
faid, Gentlemen , pray be fo kind as to return me my 
Sptttaclcs ; for they are but little worth to you , and 
very ferviceable to me , as fitting very well my Age, 
which is above threefcore Years , But Dickfon 
fwearing heartily at him, becaufe he had no Money, 
told him, he Would not part with them, till Jack 
Gibfon faid to his Comrado Prithee , Dickfon, give 
the poor old Fellow his Spectacles ; for if we follow 
this Trade , we may affure our felves, we Jhall never 
reach his Years , to make any ufe of them ; whereupon 
Dickfon returned the old Man his Spectacles again. 

One Morning before break of Day, thefe Sparks 
lying perdue for a Prey, where was a dead Horfe 
fica’d in a Field, they threw the Carcafs crofs the 
Road ; and a little after a Country Fellow riding 
before it was light, a full Gallop, and not perceiving 
the Obftade laid in his Way, down fell his Horfe, 
and flung him into a Ditch. In the mean Time, 
thefe acute Rogues coming to his Afliltance, they 
very kindly helped him out of the Mire ; but for 
Civility Money, they took three Pounds odd Money 
of him, and bound him both Hand and Foot, whilil 
hh Horfe was run quite away. Some fhort Time 
after it being broad Day, fome Paffengers came by, 
to whom the Country Fellow crying out for Relief, 
they went and unbound him ; and when he was on 
bis Legs again, and fnw the flea’d Horfe h ing in 
the Road, quoth he, Gads bleed , fuch Rogues ar thefe 
were never heard of before , for they have jiolen the 
very Skin off of the Horfe I rid on. Then going 
home on Foot, where he found his Horfe was got 
before him, quoth he to his Wife and Servants, 
Gads bleed , how came Dobbin alive again ? Pm 
fure it can t be him * it mufl be the Devil in bis 
Shape i for my Horfe was killed and flea' d nA above 
three or four Hours ago, by a Parcel of Rogues that 


robbed me of all the Money I had about me. And e- 
ver after, let his Wife and Servants fay what they 
would to the contrary, they could never perfuade 
him that it was the fame Horfe he rid out with. 

Another Time thefe accomplifhed Villains riding ( 
into the Country, they there killed an Ox, and cut- 
ing off three of its Feet, about the fame Length that 
Neats Feet are ufually fold at Market, they put them 
into their Portmanteau’s, which were only HufF’d 
with Straw. Then going to an Iftn in Faringdon in 
Berkjbire, they called for a very plentiful Supper, 
and went up to their Chamber, in which \va* two 
Beds. But before they turned into Bed, they 
cramm’d the Straw which they had in their Port- 
manteaus up the Chimney, and then filled them a- 
gain with two good Pair of Holland Sheets, thre* 
Pillowbiers, two Pair of Callico Window Curtains, 
one fine Blanket, and a very good Quilt, and then 
went to their Repofe. 

In the Morning our Adventurers lying very late, 
the Chamberlain having the Curiofity of going foftly 
up Stairs to fee whether they were fiirring, ard peep- 
ing thro’ the Keyhole of the Door, againff which 
one of the Beds was placed, he perceived three clo- 
ven Feet, which they had tied to their Feet, dangling 
out at the Bed’s Foot. At this fight running do\\» 
Stairs again very much affrighted, (for his Hair iiood 
on end, and the Sweat ran down hh Face In Drops 
as big as Peafe) quoth he to his Mailer and Mifirefs, 
The three Strangers that came hither lafl Night , art 
three Devils ; nay. Pm fur e they mufl be Devils, for 
1 flaw their cloven Feet. 

The Mailer not believing this Relation without 
ocular Infpe&ion himfelf, away he crept foftly up 
Stairs, and peeping thro’ the Keyhole too, he no 
fooner faw the black cloven Feet hanging oat at tbs 
Bed’s Foot, but he ran down Stairs falter than be 
went up, and told hit Wife, That it was true what 
the Chamberlain faid, furthermore adding, lam ru» 
ined and undone ; for if it Jbould be known that fe 
my Devils haunt my Houfe , I fall never have a Cu - 
florner come to it again ; and how to be rid of tbofo 
Devils I can t tell . 

The Inn-keeper’s Wife being much fiartlcd at 
what her Hufband faid, after fome Ihorc Paufe oa 
the Matter, quoth fie, My Dear , I would have you 
go and fetch the Parfon of the Parifb hither prefently , 
and fee if he can rid the Houfe of thefe infernal Guefls 
by laying them . Aceordingly the Parfon was fetch- 
ed who poffitively allured them over a Pint of Sack, 
that he would foon lend them all to Hell again, 
their proper Place of Rcndezvons, in fpite of ch‘eir . 
Teeth. 

The Parfon now foftly creeping up Stairs to be- 
hold them, he no fooner faw their cloven Feet too, 
but he ran down again in as great Precipitation as 
the Inn-keeper and Chambeilain had done before 
him, faying, ‘ Indeed, Neighbours, them Guefts in 
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ft Room are certainly all Devils ; therefore the 
gti Advice I can give you is this. That when 
jjjl* DeviHhips are plealed to come down, you 
J give them very good Words, and take not 
Farthing for what they have had for them - 
el* or for their Horfes. 

J: Inn* keeper and his Wife promis'd to obferve 
] region, altho’ their Reckoning came to above 
}uea ; and at la tt the Devils coming down into 
vijtchen, where they called for a good Breakfaft, 
Kcmanded what was to pay ? Quoth the Hoft, 
V one Farthing, Gentlemen : You are kindly 
V«ome, without paying any Thing. They Hill 
ti upon paving their Reckoning; but when 
v)und that their Landlord and Landlady would 
t ce any Money, they took Horfe and rid ttrait 
ids London. Afterwards the Chamberlain going 
tiithe Linnen off the Bed. and finding it ready 
)k) his Hands, with clivers other Things, as a - 
re reified, he acquainted his Matter thereof, who 
j Why then I'm come off better ftill ; for con- 
jd .ng they were thieving Devils, ’ti? very well 
hv did not take the Houle away with them ; but 
be I fhall never be troubled with fuch Guefts 
gj . And indeed he had his Defire, for it was 
intention not to trouble him any more. 

A.mgth the Devil indeed having left thefe fham 
r in the Lurch, they were met with at laft, and 
t Newgate ; and at Juttice-Hall in the Old- 
i/i were indited upon three fpecial Indi&ments, 
Siulting and robbing John Edwards , Thomas 
i and Samuel Slap , on the Queen’s Highway, 
fi II thefe Indictments Weymouth pleaded guilty ; 
t other two putting themfelves upon their Tri- 
it as proved. That the feveral Perfons robb’d, 
<i to Town to fell Cattle, ttaid to drink at the 
b and Hope at Stepney , where the Prifoncrs 
e vich others of their Gang; and flaying till 
r sn o’CIock at Night, as they were coming o- 
t Fields, were fet upon ; and they robbed Ed- 
n of a Hat, value four Shillings, eleven 
2 i;s, in Money, and a Pocket-Book ; Blah of 
Shillings in Money, a Pocket-Book, a Pair 
and a Buckle ; and Slap of twenty Shillings 
vi ey, and a Hat. Edwards having a Stick in 
Jnd, oppos’d them, and defended himfelf as 
g he could ; but they beat him fo very barba- 
flj that he was in Danger of his Life, and could 
a icar againft them. 

Pu am James one of their Accomplices, being 
irr depos’d, That he and the Prifoners, and 
in Wade , and Henry Thompfon , not taken, be- 
s he Anchor and Hope in Stepney } were told by 
/oan, that there were three Men had Money ; 
erepon they went to the Sign of the World\ 


End , and flay’d till they came out, and then follow- 
ed and robbed them : The Evidence being fo very 
plain, the Jury found them Guilty. 

When thefe Criminals were under Sentence of 
Death, they whittled and play’d at Cards, till the 
very Day before they were to die ; when reflefting 
on the Paft Follies of their ill fpent Lives, they then 
began to bewail their Misfortunes ; before this they 
were fo little concerned for for the dreadful Circum- 
ftances in which they lay, that inttead of preparing 
themfelves for their latter End, they only fung and 
damn’d. JFeymouth particularly declared. That his 
coming to an untimely End, was occafion’d by his 
keeping Company with an old Bawd in Grays- Inn- 
Lane, of whom, and all others of that Profeflion, he 
gave the following Chara&er. 

They are the Refufe and Sink of all human Socie- 
ty, who having pafs’d thro’ all the Degrees of Wick- 
ednefs with their own Bodies, and finding they are 
incapable of adiing any further Wickednefs them- 
felve^, do (when they are grown old) become the 
Devil’s Fadtors, and tempt others to do that which 
they are now unable to perform, and thereby do 
what in them lies to take the Devil’s Work out of 
his Hands, their whole Bufinefs being to involve o- 
thers in the fame Damnation with themfelves. 
Thefe, wherever they are found, are the very Pefts 
and Plagues of a Nation, and above all other Offen- 
ders, deferve to be made Examples ofPubhckJu# 
ftice. 

On W rdnefday the loth of March, 1713-14, they 
were convey’d up Tyburn Road. At the fame Time 
fuffered Death with them, Alexander Pet re, for pri- 
vately Healing a great Quantity of Copper, of the 
value of ^twenty Pounds, ont of the AVarehoufe of 
one Mr. Thomas Chambers . He readily aonfefs’d 
that he was guilty of the Faft ; but faid. That one 
Powtl, the Evidence againfl him, was the Perfon that 
enticed him to the Commifiion of that Crime. He 
was twenty two Years of Age, born at Newcaftle 
upon Tine, in the County of Northumberland ; his 
Calling a Sailor, having for twelve Years been em- 
ploy’d on board feveral of her Majrtty’s Men of 
War ; and the laft of them on board which he ferv’d 
was the New Advice , a fourth Rate. And alfo Sa- 
muel Denny alias Appleby , was hanged on the fame 
Day, for Healing a Gelding from Mr. John Scagg, 
and robbing him of twenty feven Shillings in Mo - 
ney, on the Queen’s Highway ; he was tw-enty three 
Years of Age, born at Braintree in EJJex, and a 
Wheelwright by his Trade ; but had ferved four 
Years as a private Centinel in the Array, which being 
a Soldier was the Occafion of his taking to ill Cour- 
fes. 
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A General History of 


The LIVES of Edward Burn worth, alias Fraser 
William Blewit, Thomas Berry, Emanuel D.i 
enfon, William Marjoram, John Higgs, &c. 


E Dward Burnworth , alias Frazier, was the ex- 
traordinary Perfon who framed a Projeft for 
bringing Rapine into Method, and bounding 
even the Pra&ice of Licentioufnefs within iome Kind 
of Order. It may feem reafonable therefore to be- 
gin with his Life, preferable to the reft, and in fo 
doing, we muft inform our Readers, that his Father 
was by Trade a Painter, though fo low in his Cir- 
cumftances, as to be able to afford his Son but a 
very mean Education. However, he gave him as 
much as would have been fufticient for him in that 
Trade to which he bound Apprentice, viz. a Buckle- 
maker in Grub-ftreet, where for fome Time J Ed- 
ward lived honeftly and much in the Favour of his 
Mailer ; but his Father dying, and his unhappy Mo- 
ther being reduced into very narrow Circumllances, 
Reftraint grew uneafy to him, and the Weight of a 
Parent's Authority being loft, he began to affociate 
himfelf with thofe incorrigible Vagrants, who fre- 
quent the Ring at Moorfelds , and from Idlenefs and 
Debauchery, go on in a very fwift Progrcflion to Rob- 
bery and picking of Pockets. Edward was adlive in 
his Perfon, and enterprizing in his Genius; he foon 
diilinguiftied himfelf in Cudgel-Playing, and fuch o- 
ther Morefields Exercifes, as qualify a Man firft for 
the Road, and then for the Gallows. The Mob 
who frequented this Place, where one Frazier kept 
the Ring, were fo highly pleafed with Burnworth ’s 
Performances, that they thought nothing could ex- 
prefs their Applaufe fo much as conferring on him 
the Title of young Frazier. This agreeing with the 
Ferocity of his Difpofition, made him fo vain there- 
of, that quitting hi3 own Name, he chofe to go by 
this, and accordingly was called fo by all his Com- 
panions. 

Burnworth\ grand Affociates were thefe, William 
Blewit , Emanuel Dickenfon , Thomas Berry, John 
Legee , William Marjoram , John Higgs , Johrr Wil - 
fon, John Mafon, Thomas Mek'tns, William Gilling- 
ham , John Barton , William Swift, and fame others 
that is not material here to mention. At firft they 
contented themfelves with picking of Pockets, and 
other Exercifes in the lowelt Clals of Thieving, in 
which, however, they did more Mifchief than any 
Gang which had been before them for twenty Years. 
They rofe afterwards to Exploits of a more hazard- 
ous Nature, viz. fnatching Womens Pockets, Swords, 
Hats, &c. The ufeful Places for their carrying on 
fuch infamous Praftices, being about the Royal- Ex- 
change, Cl?eapfide, St. Paul's Church-Yard, Fleet- 
flrett , the Strand ’, and Charing-Crofs . Here they 
ftuck a good while, nor is it probable they would 
ever have rifen higher if Burnworth their Captain 
kad not been de Ceded in an Affair of this Kind, and 


committed to Bridewell, from whence he . 
moved to New-Prifon, where he projeded an B 
which he put in Execution. During this In 4 
mem, inftead of reflecting his evil Courfe c U I 
he meditated only how to engage his Coinpa ■ n 
Attempts of a higher Nature, and confiderir he* 
large a Circle he had of wicked Aflociates, h r*i 
to entertain Notions of putting them in fuc. h 
ture as might prevent their falling eafily i 1 1 
Hands of Juftice, which many of them w in 
Month or two lalt paft had done. 

Full of fuch Projects, and having once m ? i 
gained his Freedom, he took much Pains to jot 
Barton, Marjoram , Berry , B l twit, and D , nji 
in whofe Company he walked with ilrangc £ ntii 
confidering Warrants were out againft the Mei 
Part of the Gang. In the Night-time Bur mi 
ftroled about to Inch little Bawdy-Houfes as ■ 
formerly frequented, and where he yet fan 1 4 
might be fafe. One Evening having wander froc 
the reft, he was fo bold as to go into a Houi ifo 
Old-Bailey, where he heard the Servants ai$c 
celTors of Jonathan Wild were in clofe Purfuit dm 
and that one of them was in the inner Room 1 pur. 
felf. Burnworth loaded his Pillol under the *&l 
and having primed it, goes with it ready cot jH 
to the Room where Jonathan's Foreman m wit! 
a Quartern of Brandy and a Glafs befoi fai 
Hark ye, (fays Edward) You Fellow, wl ha' 
ferved your Time to a Thief Taker, what incl 
might you have with me or my Company ? yo 1 
think to gain a hundred or two by fweari on 
Livec away ? If you do you are much miftnki be 
that I may be fome Judge of your Talent tha Va J 
I muft hear you fwear a little on another 0 lion 
Upon which filling a large Glafs of Brand an 
putting a little Gunpowder into it, he clappe tin 
to the Fellows Hands, and then prefenting h. *ifti 
to hi^ Breaft, obliged him to wifh moll horr Mi 
chiefs upon himfelf, if ever he attempted to Ho\ 
him or his Companions any more. No foo * ha 
he done this, but Frazier knocking him dovvj qui 
ted the Room, and went to acquaint his Coin non 
with his notable Adventure; which, as it uiVibt 
edly frightened the new Thief- Taker, fo it gbl 
exalted nis Reputation for Bravery; A Thil ^ 
only agreeable to Burnworth' s Vanity, but u:nl al 
fo to his Dcfign, which was to advance himf<| to 
Sort of abfolute Authority. His Aftociates wjiw 
cunning enough to penetrate his Views ; but ' hot 
knowing it, fuffered them to take Fffetf, 1| 
inftead of robbing as they ufed to do, as Arden 
directed them, or they received Intelligence 
Booty, they now fubmitted themfelves to h^ u 
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ice, and did nothing but as he commanded them. 
ie Morning before the Murder of Thomas Ball . 
Irnworth and Barton y pitch’d upon the Houfe of 
sold JuJiice of the Peace in Clerkenwell, to whom 
f y had a particular Pique for having formerly com- 
x reed Burnworth f and propofed it to their Compa- 
ct ns to break it open that Night. They put their 
J.:gn in Execution fuccefsfully, carrying off fome 
' in*$ of real Value, and a confiderable Parcel of 
.flat they took to be Silver Plate ; with this they 
into the Fields above IJIington , and from thence 
mCopenhsgen- Houfe, where they fpent the greateft 
i c of the Day. On their parting the Booty, Burn - 
r t rth perceived what they had taken for Silver was 
rhing more than a gilt Metal, at which he in a 
would have thrown it away. Barton oppofed 

i and faid, They Jh out f d be able to fell it for fome - 
tig; To which Burnworth replied. That it was 
gi for nothing but to difeover the?n y and therefore it 
'jLild not be preferred at any rate . Upon this they 
dered, and while they weie debating, came Blew- 

ii Berry , Dickenfin, Higgs, Wilfon , Legee , and 
I for am y who joined the Company. Burnworth 
a Barton agreed to tofs up at whofe Difpoial the 
S er Ware ihould be ; they did fo, and it fell to 
'J^nwortb to difpofe of it as he thought fit ; upon 
\\ ch he carried it immedi itely to the Ncw-River- 
Si', and threw it in there, adding, He was firry 
}pyad not the old Juft ice himfelf there , to Jhare the 
(it Fate ; being really as much out of Humour as 
ihe Jullice had impofed upon them in a fair Sale 
bhe Commodity. 

*’hey loiter’d up and down the Fields ’till to- 
j|ds Evening, when they thought they might ven- 
x\ into Town, and pafs the Time in their ufual 
| fures. While they were thus murdering of 
lie, a Comrade of theirs came up puffing and blow- 
jij as if ready to break his Heart. As foon as he 
f< hed them, Lads , (fays he,) beware of one thing ; 

W Conftables have been all abcut Chick -Lane in 
ft ch of Folk of our ProfeJJion , and if ye venture to 
tiHoufe where we were to have ?net to Night , *lis 
to one hut we are all taken . This Intelligence 
©phoned a deep Confulcation nmongft them, what 
hthod they had beft take : Burnworth exhorted 
tin to keep together, telling them, as they weie 
ajed with Piftols and Daggers, a fmall Force would 
n- venture to attack them. This was approved by 
a(;he reft, and when they had made a folemn Oath 
tdand by one another in Cafe of Danger, they re- 
iced, as Night grew on, to draw towards Town, 

E ton having quitted them and gone home. As 
tl/ came through Tummill-Street , they met the 
K:per of New Prifin , from whom Burnworth had 
efped about fix Weeks before. He defired Ed- 
f d. , ~d to ftep crofs the Way to him, adding, that 
hiid not intend to do him any Prejudice . Burnworth 
reied, That he was no way in Jear of any Injury he 
■ay able to do him. And fo concealing a Piftol in 
hiHand, he ftepped over to him, his Companions 
Wj;ing for him in the Street, but the Neighbours 
hr-ngiome Sufpicion of the Methods they follovv- 
ecbegan to gather about them ; upon which they 
eshd to their Companion, to come away, which, 
aft making alow Bow to the Captain of New- 
P\ r on, he did. Finding the People increafe they 
thight it their molt advifeable Method to retire 
br: into the Fields ; this they did, keeping very 
^together, and in order to deter the People from 
ing any Attempt, turn’d feveral times and pre- 
ed their Piftols in their Faces, fwearing they 
w Id murder the firft Man who came near enough 
fc :hem to touch him. 
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As foon as they had difperfed their Purfuers, they 
entered into a frefh Confultation, in what Manner 
they fhonld difpofe of themfelves. Burnworth heard 
what every one propofed, and faid at iaft That he 
thought the bejl Thing they could do , was to enter the 
other Quarter of the Town , and fo go dir ell ly to the 
INater-Side. They approved his Propofal, and ac- 
cordingly getting down to Black-Fryers , crofs’d di- 
re&ly into Southwark. They went afterwards to 
the Mufick-hoife, but did not ftay there, retiring at 
JaftintoSt. George's-Ficlds, where their laft Coun- 
sel was held to fettle the Operation of the Night. 
There Burnworth exerted himfelf in his proper Co- 
lours, informing them that there was no lefs Danger 
of their being apprehended there than about Chick- 
Lane ; for that one Thomas Ball , who kept a Gin- 
Shop in the Mint, and who was very well acquainted 
with moft of their Perfons, had taken it into his 
Head to venture upon Jonathan Wild'% Employment, 
and was indefatigable in fearching out all their 
Haunts, that he might get a good Penny by appre- 
hending them. He added, that but a few Nights 
ago, he himfelf narrowly miffed being caught bv 
him, being obliged to clap a Piftol to his Face, and 
threaten to Ihoot him dead : Therefore, continued 
Burnworth , the fureft Way is to go to this Rogue’s 
Houfe, and (hoot him dead upon the Spot. & His 
Doata will not only fecure us from all Fears of his 
Treachery, but it will fo terrify others, that no-bo- 
dy will take up the Trade of Thief-catching in hafte; 
and if it were not for fuch People, hardly one of our 
Profeffion in a Hundred would fee the Inlide of New- 
gate. 

Burnworth had force made an End of his bloody 
Propofal, before they all teftified their Affent to it, 
Higgs only excepted, who Teeming to difapprove 
thereof, they upbraided him with being a Coward 
and a Scoundrel, unworthy of being any longer the 
Companion of fuch brave Fellows. When Frazier 
had lworn them all to ftick faft by one another, he 
put himfelfat their Head, and away they went di- 
rectly to put their Defign in Execution. Higgs re- 
treating under the Favour of the Night, being ap- 
preneniive that himfelf might fhire the Fate of 
Ball, upon the firft Diflike of him, Burnworth and 
his Party, when they came to Ball's Houfe, and 
enquired of his Wife for him, were informed that he 
was gone to the next Door, a Publick-houfe, and 
that the would ftep and call him. Burnworth im- 
mediately followed her, and meeting Ball at the 
Door, took him faft by the Collar, dragged him, 
into his own Houfe, and began to expoftu’ate with 
him why he had attempted to take him, and how 
ungenerous it was to feek to betray his old Friends 
and Acquaintance. Ball apprehending their mif- 
chievous Intentions, addreffed himfelf to Blewit , and 
beg’d of him to be an Intcrceffor for him, that 
they would not murder him. But Eurnworth with 
an Oath replied, He would put it out of the Power 
of Ball ever to do him any farther Injury , and there- 
upon immediately fhot him. Having thus done, 
they all went out of Doors again ; and that the 
Neighbourhood might fuppofe the Firing the Pi- 
ftol to have been without any ill Intention, Blewit 
fired another in the Street over the Tops of the 
Houfes, faying aloud. They were got fafe into Town , 
and there was no Danger of meeting any Rogues there- 
Ball attempted to get as far as the Door, but in 
vain, for he dropped immediately, and died in a 
few Minutes afterwards. 

Having thus executed their barbarous Defign, 
they went down from Balls Houfe direftly towards 
the Faulcon, intending to crofs the Water back 
4 Q_ again 
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again. By the Way they met with Higgs, who was 
making to the Water-fide likewife ; him they fell 
upon, and rated for a pufillanimous Dog: that would 


~n ye rill kill you . Marjoram a 


del'ert them in an Affair of fuch Consequence, and 
then Bum-worth propofed to ftioot him, which * tis 


believed lie would have done, had not Marjoram in- 
£erpt fed, and pleaded for the fparing his Life. From 
the Faulcon-Stairs they croffed to Pig-Stairs \ and 


nn. l uutLuu-uiuir » in cy uuuiu i u jr ig-vruiri 9 jjwu ncciru wi. marjoram pro? ( 

there confulting how to fpend the Evening, they re- fd* an .^ mac ^ e a full Difcovery of all the Tran fa £ ! r 


faid, D 

Sound of his Voice duck’d his Headland he m 
diately firing, the Ball graz’d only on his I 
without doing him any Hurt. The Surprize i 
which they were all ftruck who were affifting the A 
ltable>, gave an Opportunity to Barton to retire! 
ter his committing fuch an Infult on publick Ju i 
as 4 perhaps was never heard of. Marjoram pro? 


iolved to go to the Boars-Head Tavern in Smith- 
fielJ , as not being there known, and being at a Di- 
lhnce from the Water-fide, in Cafe any Purfuit ftiould 
be made after them, on Account of the Murder. At 
this Place they continued till near Ten of the Clock, 
when they feparated themfelves into Parties for 
that Night. This Murder made them more cauti- 
ous of appearing in publick ; and Blewit , Berry, 
and Dickenfon foon after fet out for Harwich , and 
went over in a Packet boat from thence for lielvoet - 
Slays. 

Higgs alfo being in Fear, fhipped himfelf at Spit- 
head, where he began to be a little at Eafe ; but 
Juftice quickly overtook him ; for his Brother who 
lived in Town, having wrote a Letter to him, and 
given it to a Ship-Mate of his, this Man acciden- 
tally fell into Company with one Arthur a Watch- 
man, of$t. Sepulchre's Parifh, and pulling the Let- 
ter by Chance out of his Pocket, the Watchman faw 
the Direction, and recolIe<fted that Higgs was a Com- 
panion of Fraizer's Upon this he lends Word to 
Mr. Dclajay, Under Secretary of State, and proper 
Perfons were immediately difpatchcd to Spitbead, 
who feized and brought him up in Cuilody. Wilfon , 
another of his Confederates, withdrew about the 
fame Time, and preferved himfelf from being heard 
of for a confiderable Time. 

Bumworth with fome Companions continued to 
carry on their rapacious Plunderings, and as they 
kept pretty well united, and were refolute, they 
were too ftrong to be apprehended. Amongft the 
reft of their Pranks, they flopped the Chair of the 
Earl of Harhorough in Piccadilly ; but the Chairmen 
drawing their Poles, and knocking one of the Rob- 
bers down, the Earl came out of the Chair, and after 
a fmart Difpute, in which Bumworth fhot one of the 
Chairmen in the Shoulder, they rais’d their wounded 
Companion, and withdrew. About this Time a 
Proclamation was publifhed for the apprehending 
Bumworth , Blewit , &c. it being juftly fuppos’d 
that none but Men guilty of thefe Out-rages, could 
be the Perfons concerned in the Murder of Ball. A 
Gentleman who had bought one of thefe Papers, came 
into an Alehoufe in IVbite-Crofs-fireet, and read it 
publickly. The Difcourfe of the Company turning 
upon the Impoflibility of the Perfons concerned 
making their Efcape. Marjoram one of the Gang 
who was there, unknown, weighing the Thftig with 
himfelf, retired immediately into the Fields, where 
loitering about till Evening, he then dole into Smith- 
field, and going to a Conlhble, furrendered himfelf 
as an Accomplice in the Murder of Ball , defiring 
to be carried before the Lord Mayor, that he might 
put himfelf in a Way of obtaining a Pardon, and the 
Reward promifed by the Proclamation. That Night 
he was confined in Woodfirect Compter, his Lordlhip 


not being at Leifure to examine him. 

The next Day the Noife of his Surrender being 
fpread all over the Tovvn t many of his Companions 
changed their Lodgings, and provided for their 
Safety ; but Barton planting himfelf in the Way, as 
Marjoram was carrying to Goldfmiths Hall , he pop- 
ped out upon him at once, though the Conftable 
had him by the Arm, and printing a Piftol to him. 


in which he had been concerned, Legce beino- 1 c 
that Night by his Directions in IP'hte-Crojs^StL 
and committed to Newgate. 

Bumworth was now deprived of his old A n 
ates, yet lie went on at his old Rate by himfelf jb 
a few Nights after, he broke open the Houfe of h 
Beezely a great Diililler, in Clare Market, and 
away from thence Notes to a very great Value, ij 
a Quantity of Place, which m ilia king for white l 
tal he threw away. One Benjamin Jones pick! 
up, and was thereupon hanged, being one c it 
Number under Sentence, when the Conderm d. 
Hold was flrnt up, and the Crimin:.L refufed tc b- 
mit to the Keepers, Bumworth W“s particular! [. 
feribed in the Proclamation, and three hu; I 
Pounds offered to any who would appiehcnd In; 
yet fo audacious was he to come to a Houfe in J. 
horn, and laying a Piftol down loaded on the 7 fa 
called for a Pint of Beer, which he drank and lii 
for, defying any Body to touch him, though 1 
knew him to be the Perfcn mentioned in the o- 
chimation. 

It happened at this Time, that one ChriJ, \ {f 
Leonard was in Prifon for fome fuch Feats as 
worth had been guilty of, u^ho lodged at the jk 
T ime with Leonard's Wife and Siller; who f m 
fing nothing could fo effedualJy recommend t< im 
the Mercy of the Government, as the procuring •* 
zier to be apprehended ; he, accordingly mad k 
Propofal, by his Wife, to Perfons in Authority nd 
the Project being approved, they appointed a fi. 
cicnt Force to feize him, who were placed . ju 
adjoining Alehoufe, where the Wife of Kit m*J 
nard was to give them the Signal. About Six - !h«S 
Clock in the Evening, on Shrove Tuefday , [tt 
Leonard and her Siller, and Bumworth, ng 
all together, Kate Leonard propofed to fry jM 
Pancakes for Supper, which the other two app ei 
of; accordingly her Sifter fet about them. . vr* 
worth had put off his Surtout Coat, in the P ,et 
whereof he had feveral Pillols. There was a tic 
back Door which Bumworth ufually kept upo he 
Latch, only in order to make his Efcape, he 
ftiould be furprized. This Door Kate Mened 
perceived by Bumworth, and whilll her Sifte m 
frying the Pankakes, went to the Alehoufe for *ot 
of Drink ; when having given the Men whe :rc 
there waiting for him the Signal, ftie returned, nd 
entring theHoufe, pretended to lock the Door ter 
her, but defignedly miffed the Staple : The Doc Je* 
ing thus upon the jar only, as Ihe gave the Dri to 
Bumworth, Six Perfons rufhed into the Room. 
worth hearing the Noife, and fearing Ids Surpce, 
jump’d up, thinking to hare made his Efcape a he 
back Door, not knowing it to be bolted ; but ey 
were upon him before he could get it open, and Id* 

Ir.fY ntc Winnc nolunrl Ana af J . <n 


ing his Hands behind him, one of them ty’d t a), 
wfilft another, to intimidate him, fired a Piftol ’er 
his Head. Having thus fccured him, they immp 
tely carried him before a Juftice of the Peace, ho 
after a long Examination committed him to New ft 
Notwithftanding his Confinement in thatPlaohc 
communicated to his Companions, the Sufpicro 'he 
had of Kate Leonard's botraying him, and the n* 

ter 
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•r there was of her dete&ing fome of the reft. They 
ere cafiiy induced to treat her as they had done 
-ill, and one of them fired a Piftol at her, juft as 
j was e*t ring her own Houfe ; but that miffing, 
ey made two or three other Attempts of the fame 
aturc, untill the jullices of the Peace placed a 
uard thereabouts in order to fecure her from being 
lied, and if poftible to feize thofe who fhouid at- 
mpt it, after which they heard no more of thefe 
ttacks. 

I11 Newgate they confined Bumworth to the Con- 
anned-lloid, and took what otner Precautions they 
ought proper, in order to fecure fo dangerous a 
:rfon, who they were aware, miditated nothing 
it how to efcape. He was in this Condition when 
vrton, Swift Sec. wereunderSenter.ee, and it was 
^rewdiy fufpeded that lie put them upon a new At 

I mpt of breaking out, which failed ofSuccefs. The 
eepers upon Sufpicion of hi being the Projector of 
is Enterprise, removed him into the Bilboa Room , 

I .d there loaded him with Irons, yet nothing could 
eal: the Stubbornnefs of his Temper, which urged 
in continually to force his Way thro' all Oppoft- 
>n, and regain his Liberty, in order to practife 
ore Villainies. It is impolfible to fay how, but by 
me Method or other he had procured Saws, Files, 
d other Instruments for this Purpofe. With thefe 
firft re!e .fed himfelf from hi; Irons, then broke 
ro’ the Wall of the Room in which he was lodg’d, 

J go: into the Woman's Apartment, the Window 
which beir.g fortified with three Tire of Iron Bars, 
forced one of them in a little Time. While he 
.s filing the next, one of the Women give the 
iepers Notice, whereupon they came and dragged 
n b*c:c to the Condemned-Hold, and there lh- 
*d him down to the Ground. 

WILLIAM B L E JF I T, who next to 
azier, wns the chief Perfon in the Gang, was one 
St. Giles's Breed, his Father a Porter, and his 
other at the Time of his Execution, felling Greens 
the tame Parifti. They uere both of them unable 
give their Son Education, or otherwife to provide 
r him, which occafioned his being put out by the 
rifti to a Perfumer of Gloves ; but his Temper 
dining him to wicked Practices, he foon got him - 

} f into a Gang of young Pick- pockets, with whom 
pra&ifed feverul Years with Impunity ; but be- 
l at Lft apprehended in the very Fa&, he was 
nun it ted to Newgate, convicted the next Seffions, 
d order'd for Tranfportation . Being (hipped on 
>ard the Veuel with other Wretches in the fame 
Dndition, he was qickly let into the Secret, of 
eir having provided for an Efcape. Blewit imme- 
<ately forefaw Abundance of Difficulties in their de- 
$ns and therefore refolved to make a fare ufe of 
for his own Advantage, which he did, by commu- 
cating all to the Captain, who immediately feb’d 
eir Tools, and prevented the Lofs of his Ship. In 
turn for this Service, Blewit obtained his Freedom, 
:t before he had been two Months in Town, 
mekody feizing him, and committing him to New- 
I \ f de, at the next Seflions he was tried for returning 
>rn Tranfportation, and cor.vi&ed, but pleading 
e Service he had done, in preventing the Attempt 
the other Malefactors, Execution was refpited till 
e Return of the Captain, and on his Report the 
ntence was changed into a new Tranfportation, to 
hat foreign Port he would : But he no fooner re- 
in’d his Liberty, than he put into the fame Ufe 
before, till he got into Acpuaintance with Burn- 
ortb and his Gang, who taught him other Methods 
robbing. He had, to his other Crimes, added 
e Marriage of feveral Wives, of which the firft had 

j 


fo great a Love for him, that upon her vifiting him 
at Newgate , the Day before they fat out for King- 
fton, (he fell down dead in the Lodge ; another of 
iiis Wives married Emanuel Dickenfon , and (he fur- 
vived them both. 

His meeting Bumworth that Afternoon before 
Bair s Murder was :*ccidencal, but the Savagcncfs of 
his Temper led him to quick Compliance with that 
wicked Proportion. After the Lommiftion of that 
Faft, tho* lie vwtu his Companions went over to 
Holla?iJ , they weie fu unealy there, that they were 
conftantly perufreg the Engii/b News P..pers/ at the 
Coffce-Houfcs m Rotterdam , th.a tiiey jnignt gam 
Intelligence of w;a t Methods had been taken to ap- 
prehend the Pci Cut co accrued in Balls Marcher; 
resolving, on tne fiui News of a Pioclamaticu, or 
other IiiterpcGtion of the State on that Occafion, to 
quit the Dominions of the RepubFck. Eat as Bum- 
worth had been betray eJ by the only Perfon s (roiu 
whom he could iiope for Affift.mce, and Higgs foil- 
ed on Board a Ship, where he fancied himfclMeCurc, 
fc Blew it and his Aflbciates, tho' they endeavoured 
to acquaint themfelve* wini the Tranfa£lions at Lon- 
d*Tu relating to them, fell alfo into the Hands of 
Juft ice, when they lead expefted it. 

The Proclamation for apprehending them came 
no fooner into the Hands of Mr. Finch the Britijb 
Refident at the Hague, but he caufed an Enquiry to 
be made, whether any iuch Perfons as were therein 
deferioed, had been feen at Rot ter jam ; and being 
aftured that there had, and that they were lodged 
at the Hamburgh Anns on the Boom- Keys in ti.r.c 
City, he fen: away a (perial MeiFerg^r to enquire 
the Truth thereof; of which he was no (boner fa - 
tisfied, tnan he procured an Order from the Stites- 
General fer apprehending them any where within the 
Province. By Virtue of this Order, the Meftengcr, 
with the Afliilance of proper Officers, apprehended 
Blewit at the Houfe whither they had been direct- 
ed ; but Dicketfon and Berry had left him, and 
were gone on Board :i Ship, not ca:ing to remain a- 
ny longer in Ihltand. They conducted their Prifo- 
ner to the $:adt-hou/e Prifon in Rotterdam, and then 
went to the Brill ; where the Ship, on Board which 
his Companions were, not being cleareJ out, they 
furprized them nlfo, and lent them under a ftrong 
Guard to Rotterdam, where they were put in the 
fame Place with their old AiTociace Blewit. We 
(hall now take an Opportunity to (peak of each of 
them. 

EMANUEL DICKENSON was the 
Son of a very worthy Perfon. The Lad was ever 
ungovernable in his Temper, and being left a Child 
at iiis Father’s Death, himfelf, his Brotner, and feve- 
ral Sifters, they unfortunately addifted themfelves to 
evil Courfes. Emanuel having addi&ed him to pick- 
ing of Pockets for a confiderable Space, at lait at - 
tempting to fnatch a Gentleman's Hat off in the 
Strand, he was feized with it in his Hand, and com- 
mitted to Newgate , and at the next Seffions con- 
victed, and ordered for Tranfportation ; but his Mo- 
ther applying at Court for a Pardon, and fetting forth 
the Merit of his Father, procured his Dficharge ; the 
only Ufe he made of which, was to affociate himfelf 
with his old Companions ; who, by Degrees, led 
him into greater Villainies, till he wj.s with the reft 
drawn into the ?»lurther of Ball. 

THO MA S B E R RT was defeended from Pa. 
rents in the molt wretched Circumftances, who fuF- 
fered him to idle about the Streets, ard get into fuch 
Gangs of Thieves, as taught him from his Infancy 
tho Art of Diving. He did not always meet with 
Impunity ; for befides getting into the little Prifons, 

and 
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being whip'd feveral Times, he had been thrice in 
Newgate, and for the laft FaCt ordered for Tranf- 
portation : However, by fome Means or other, he 
got away from the Ship, and returned quickly to 
in's old Employment ; in which he had not conti- 
nued long, before falling into the Acquaintance of 
B umworth it brought him to the Commifiion of 
Murder, and after that with great Juftice to an ig- 
nominious Death. 

After they were all Three fecured, the Refident 
difpatched an Account thereof to England , where- 
upon he received Directions for applying to the 
States- General for Leave to fend them beck. This 
was readily granted, and fix Soldiers were ordered 
to attend them on Board, befides the Melfengers 
who were fend to fetch them. Captain Samuel 
Taylor, in the Delight Sloop, brought them fate t« 
the Nore, where they were met by two other Mel 
fengers, who aftifted in taking Charge of them up 
the River. In the Midlt of all the Miieries they 
fuffjred, and the Certainty they had of being doom’d 
to fuffermuch more adoon as they came on Shore, 
yet they behaved themfelves with the greateii Gaicy 
imaginable. On their Arrival at the Tower, they 
were put into a Boat with the Meffengers, with 
three ocher Boats to guard them. Each filled 
with a Corporal and a File of Mulqueteers ; and in 
this Order they were brought to IVefiminjUr ; where 
after being examined before J Lidice Chalk and Jullice 
Blacker by, they were conduced by a Party of Toot- 
Guards to Newgate, through a continued Lane of 
Spectators, who proclaimed their Joy, at feeing thefe 
egregious Villains in the Hands of Jullice. 

On their Arrival at Newgate, the Keepers having 
put them on each a Pair of the heavieft Irons in the 
Goal, they next did them the Honour of conducting 
them up Stairs, to their old Friend Edward ■'Burn- 
worth, who congratulated them on their fate Arii- 
val, and they condoled with him on his Confine- 
ment. Being exhorted to apply the little Time they 
had to live in preparing themfelves for another 
World, Burnworth replied. If they had any Inclina- 
tion to think of a future State , yet fo many Per forts 
as were admitted to fee them , muft needs divert any 
cood Thoughts . But their Minds were totally taken 
up with confuting the moll likely Means to make 
their Efcapes, and all their Actions fhewed their 
Thoughts were bent only on Enlargement, and that 
they were altogether unmindful of Death, or at lealt 
carclefs of the future Confequence thereof. 

On Wednefday the 30th of March, 1726, Burn- 
worth, Blewit, Berry, Dickenfon, Legee and Higgs , 
were all put into a Waggon, Hand-cuff’d and chain’d 
and carried to Kingflon; under a Guard of the Duke 
' of Bolton's Horfe. At their coining out of New- 
gate they were very merry, charging the Guard to 
take Care that noMisfortune happened to them, and 
calling upon the Spectators, as to Ihew the RefpeCt 
they bore them, by Hallowing, and paying them 
the Compliments due to Gentlemen of their Profef- 
Fon. As they pafied along the Road, they frequent- 
ly threw Money among the People who followed 
them, diverting themfelves with feeing the others 
ftrive for it ; and particularly Blewit having thrown 
cut fome Half-pence amongft the Mob, a little Boy 
picked up one of them, and calling out to Blewit, 
faid. As Jure as you will be condemned at Kingflon, 
fa jure will I have your Name engraved hereon. 
Whereupon Blewit took a Shilling out of his Pocket, 
and gave it to the Boy, telling him, There was 
fome thing towards defraying the Charge of Engrav- 
ing. 

On the 31ft of March , the A flizes were opened, 


before the Right Hon . the Lord Chief Juflice Ra 
mond, and Mr. Juilice Denton ; and the Grand Ju 
having found IndiClments againft the Prifoners, th 
were feverally arraigned thereupon, when Five 
them pleaded not guilty ; but Burnworth abfolute' 1 
refufed to plead at all ; upon which, after being a 
vifed by the Judge, not to force the Court upon th 
Rigour, his Thumbs were ty’d and ftrain’d with 
Packthread ; which having no EfFeCt upon him, t 
Sentence of the Prefs was read to him, and he A 
continuing contumacious, was carried down to t 
Stock Houfe, and the Prefs laid upon him. He co 
tinued one Hour and thiee Minutes, under t 
Weight of three hundred, three Quarters, and tv 
Pounds, endeavouring to beat out his Brains agaii 
the Floor ; during which Time, the High-Suer 
himfelf was prefent, and frequently exhorted him 
plead to the IndiCiment ; which at lafl he confent I 
to do. Being brought up to the Court, after 
Trial which lulled from Eight in the Morning, j fl 
Out in tne Afternoon, on the firft Day of dpt 1 
they were all Six found guilty of the Jndiftmei 
and being remanded back to the Stock Houfe, wc I 
all chained and ll/ pled down to the Floor. Wli j 
they were under ConviCtion, they diverted the 
felves with repeating Jells and Stoiies of vario 
Natures, particularly of the Manner of their E.caj 
before out of tho Hands of Juftice, and the Robber 
and Offences they had committed ; and it being pi I 
pofed for rhe Satisfaction of the World, for them I 
le. ve tne Particulars. of the feveral Robl ertes by th I 
committed, Bumwotth replied, That were he 
wfite all the Robberies by him committed, an bund 
Sheets of Paper, wrote as clofe as could be, would I 
contain them. 

On Monday, the 4th Day of April , they w 
brought up again from the Stock-Houfr, to rece 1 
Sentence or De*th. When Sentence was pafl I 
they entreated Leave for their Friends to vifit th j 
in the Prifon, which was granted them by the Coi 
but with a Uriel Injunction to the Keeper to beca j 
ful over them. Af ter they returned to the Pi if M 
they bent their Thoughts wholly on making th 
Efcape, and for that Purpole had procured pro - 
Implements for the Fxecution of it. Burnwtrt \ 
Mother being furprized with feveral Files, 
bout her, and ti.e whole Plot dilcovered by Blew 
Mother, who was heard to fay, That Jhe had for 
the Opium, it l’eems the Scheme was to murder 
two Perfons wno attended them in the Goal, to 
ther with Mr. Elliot the 'Turnkey. After they I I 
got out they intended to have fired a Stack of B«iv 
adjoining to the Prifon, and thereby amufed the 
habitants while they got clear off. Bumwort 
Mother was confined for this Attempt ; in his 
vour ; and fome ItfFer Implements that were fev. 
up in the Waiilbands of their Breeches being rip] 
out, all Hopes of Efcape whatfoever were now tali 
away ; yet Burnworth affeCled to keep up the fa: 
Spirit with which he hitherto behaved, and tall, 
to one of his Guard, of coming in the Night i : 
dark Entry, and pulling him by the Nofe, if he 1 
not fee him decently buried. 

About Ten of the Clock on Wednefday MornI, 
(viz. April the 6th, 1726) they, together with C 
Blackburn, who was condemned for robbing on : 
Highway, a Fellow grofsly ignorant and iiupid, w : 
carried out in a Cart to their Execution, being att • 
ded by a Company of Foot to the Gallows. In tf f 
Paftage thither, that audacious Carriage in wlilt 
they had fo long perfifted, totally forfook them, il 
they appeared with all that Serioufnefs and De • 
tion, which might be looked for, from Perfont 
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heir Condition. Fie wit perceiving one Mr. War* 
vi:k among the Spectators, defired that he might 
op to (peak to him, which being granted, he threw 
jinJelt' upon his Knees, and earneftly entreated his 
kttdon, for having once attempted his Life, by pre- 
dating a Piilol at him, upon Suspicion that Mr. War* 
* * ick had given an Information againft him. When 

I ti*e riicc of Execution and tied up, Blevcit and 
Yicktnfon efpecially, pray’d with great Fervour, and 
becoming Earneflneis exhorting all the young Per- 
ms they law, to take Warning by them, and not 
Alow fuel; Court'es as might in Time bring them to 
; terrible and End. 

Blevoit acknowledged, that for fix Years he had 
ved by Stealing and Pilfering only. He had given 

II the Cloaths he had to hi. Mother, but being in 
I )rmed that he was to be hung in Chains, he defired 

is Mother might return them to prevent bis being 
ut up in his Siiirt : He then de fired the Executioner 


to tye him up fo, that he might be as foon out of his 
Pain as poffible : Then he fet the Penitential Pfalm, 
and repeated the Words of it to the other Criminals ; 
then they all killed one another ; and, after fome pri- 
vate Devotions, the Cart drew away, and they were 
turned off. Dickenfon died very hard, kicking off 
one of his Shoes, and loofing the other. Their Bo- 
dies were carried back under the fame Guard which 
attended them to their Execution. Bumworth and 
Blewit were afterwards hung up in Chains, over- 
againft the Sign of the Fighting Corks in 5 c. C* corge's 
Fields: Dicken fox and B.rry were hung up on Ken- 
ningt on-Comrnon ; but the Sheriff of Surr ey had Or- 
der* to luffer his Relations to take down chc Body of 
Die hex [on after its hanging up one Day, which Fa- 
vour was granted on Account of Ins Father’s Service 
in the Army, who was killed at his Poll, when the 
Confederate Army befieged Air, in the late \\ a. 
Legee and Higgs were hung up on Putney -Co m to on y 
beyond Wandfvsorth. 




T&LIFE of TOM KELSEY. 


r HO MAS KELSEY was bom in Lea- 
ther-Lane, in the Parifh of St. Andrew* s Hoi - 
born t but his Mother being a Welch Wo* 
nan, and fhe having an Eflate of about 40 /. per An - 
mm, left her by an Uncle at Wrexham in Denbigh - 
hire , the whole Family went down thither to live 
ipon it, which confided only of the two old People, 
,nd this their Son. 

Tom was from his Infancy a flubborn untoward 
3 rae, and this Temper encrenfed as he gerw up ; fo 
hat at 14 Years of Age he was prevail’d on by one 
Jones , who has fince been a Vi&ualler in London , to 
eave his Father and come up to Town, in order to 
eek his Fortune. Having neither of them any Mo- 
ney, they were oblig’d to beg their Way along in 
the bed Englifh they were Mailers of. Going one 
Day to a Gentleman’s Houfe with their Complaint, 
he took a liking to the Boys, and receiv’d them both 
into his Houfe ; Kelfey in the Quality of a Horfe- 
keeper, and Jones as a Falconer. It may be fuppo- 
fed they were both awkard enough in their Callings, 
but Tom* s Place was the lesfi difficult, fo that he 
kept it the longed, the Gentlemaa being foon weary 
of his Falconer, and glad to fend him about his Bufi- 
flefs again. 

Kelfey ufed to tell the following Story, as the Rea* 
fon of Jones* s Difcharge ; whether it W'ere exa&ly 
true or no, there is lomething pleafant in it. One 
Day the Mader and Man went out a Hawking toge- 
ther, and as foon as the Mader difeovered the Game, 
he gave the appointed Sign, and Jones, who had the 
Hawk on his Fid, let her fly. The poor Falcon, 
Without purfuing the Game, mounted dire&Iy up- 
wards ; upon wnich the Gentleman began to be rn a 
terrible Paifion, not fufpe&ing the Caufe of her fo 
doing. At lad, when lie faw no fign of her coming 
down again, I believe, fays he, the Hawk intends to 
lodge in the Sky To night. I believe fo too , quoth 
Jones, for {he took her Night-Cap along with her . 
The Gentleman was not long finding out what 
86 


this Night*Cap was ; for in a few Minutes the Bird 
dropp’d down dead by them with Hood on, having 
flown upwards till fhe was quite fpent. This not 
only got Janes a Difcharge, but procured him a 
handfome Caning into the Bargain, which he would 
have been very willing to have gone without. 

Janes* s being turned away, while Kelfey was re- 
tain’d, was the Occafion of breaking off their Ac- 
quaintance, which probably might fave Jones from 
the Gallows ; it being very likely that if they had 
continued together, they would both have fhnred 
the fame Fate; whereas Jones now got a Tapfter’s 
Place in London, and continued ever after in the fame 
Bufinefs either as a Servant or a Mader. It was not a 
great while after, before Tom Kelfey was detetted in 
fome little pilfering Tricks, and turned out of Doors 
after his Companion, whom he could not find when 
he came to London. His being out of Place till he 
could fubfifl no longer, and his natural Inclination to 
Difhonefly, foon brought him forwards in thccourfe 
of Life fur which he was afterwards fo infamous. He 
fell into Company with Thieves, and was ns bold 
and as dextrous in a little Time as the bed of them, 
if not even beyond them all. 

Going one Day by the Houfe of Mr. Norton t a 
Silverfmith in Burleigh Street, near Exeter Change, 
a ooupJe of his Companions came by him like Stran- 
gers, and one of them fnatch’d off his Hat, and flung 
it into the Goldfmiths Chamber Window, which flood 
open, running away as fall as they could. Tom, who 
had a Look innocent enough to deceive any Bodv, 
made a lad Complaint to Me. Norton, who flood ar 
his Door, and faw all that pal}. It happened that at 
that Time there was no Body at Home but himfeLf, 
of which Tom had got Intelligence before. Poor Lad ! 
fays Mr. Norton, you Jhall not lofe sour Hat ; go up 
Stairs and fetch it yeurfelf, for 1 cannot leave the 
Shop. This was jufl what Ton: wanted ; he went up 
and took his Hat, and with it a Dozen of Silver 
Spoons that lay in his Way ; coming down in a Mi- 
4 & nute. 
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note, and making a very fubmiffive Bow to Mr. 
Norton for his Civility, who let him go without Suf- 
picion. This Prize was divided between him and 
his two Affociates, as is common in fuch like Ca- 
fes. 

Tom was not, however, fo fuccefiful in his Villai- 
nies, but that he was condemn’d to be hang’d before 
he was 16 Years of Age. The Fad was breaking 
open the Houfe of one Mr. Johnfon, a Grocer in the 
Strand , and Healing from thence two filver Tankards, 
a 111 ver Cup, fix filver Spoons, a filver Porringer, 
and 40/. in Money. But he got off this l ime on 
account of his Youth, and the Intereft his Father 
made at Court ; for hearing of his Son’s Condem- 
nation, the old Gentleman camediiedly up to Town, 
and arrived before the Day appointed for his Execu- 
tion, procuring a full Pardon by the Mediation of 
fome powerful Friends 

To prevent his following the fame Courfes again, 
and expofing himfelf afreth to the Sentence ol the 
Law, the old Gentlema* put his Son Apprentice to 
a Weaver, but before he had ierved half a Year of 
his Time, he ran away from his Matter, and took to 
his old Courfes again. It was his Pride, to make all 
whom he converted with as bad as himfelf, an Inftance 
of which appeared in what he did by one David 
Hudges , a Coufin of his by the Mother’s Side. This 
Youth going to Kingfton Affizes along with Tom, a 
few Days after he came to Town, he was prevailed 
upon by him to pick a Pocket in the Court ; in which 
Adion being apprehended, he was immediately try’d, 
and condemned to be hang’d upon a Gibbet within 
Sight of the Bench, as a Terror to others. This 
Week was fatal enough to young Hudges ; for he 
came to London on the Monday , on Tuefday and Wed- 
nefday fpent and loft 10 /. which was all the Money 
he had, along with Whores and Sharpers, on Thurs- 
day in the Evening pick’d a Pocket, was condemned 
©n Friday Morning, and hang’d on Saturday . This 
was the End of one of Kelfey s hopeful Pupils, who 
tiad the Impudence to boaft of it. 

Another of the Adions of this Extravagant, was, 
his robbing the Earl of Feverjham' s Lodgings. This 
Nobleman was General of the Forces in the Reign of 
King James the Second, and confequently had a 
Centinel always at his Door. Tom drefs’d himfelf 
in a Foot Soldier’s Habit one Evening, and went up 
to the Fellow who was then on Duty, afking him a 
gieat many Queftions, and offering, at laft, to make 
him drink, if he knew where to get a couple of Pots 
of good Beer. The Soldier told him there was very 
good a little beyond Catherine-Street , but he durft 
not leave his Poft fo long as to fetch it. Cant I 


take your Place, brother Soldier P quoth Tom, / 6 
Jure if fome Body be at the Pojl there can be 
Danger . The Soldier thank’d him, took the Si- 
pence, and went his Way ; mean while Tom's A 
fociates got into the Houfe, and were rifling it 
faft as they could. They had not quite done wh< 
the Soldier came back ; whereupon Tom gave hi 
Two-pence more, and defired him to get a little T 
bacco alfo. While the poor Fellow was gone f 
this, the Villains came out, and Tom went wi 
them, carrying off not only above 200 /. worth 
Plate, but even the Soldier’s Mufquet. The ne. 
Day the Centinel was call’d to Account, and cor 
mitted to Prifon. At the enfuir.g Court Martial ) 
was ordered to run the Gantloop for lofing his Piec 
and then was fent to Newgate, and loaded with 
rons, on Sufpicion of being privy to the Robber 
where, after nine Months Confinement, he miferab 
perifhed. 

Kelfey, after this, broke open the Houfe of tl 
Lady Grace Pierpoint , at Thifthworth, and fto 
from thence a great many valuable Things. B 
loon after one of his Companions impeached hi 
for this Fad ; whereupon, being informed that tl 
Officers were in fearch after him, he fled to tl 
Camp of King William in Flanders . Here he got 
confiderable Booty out of his M jelly’s Tent, ai 
from other general Officers, with which he got 
Amft er dam, and fold it to a Jew ; whom he ai 
robb’d afterwards, and fold what he had gotten to 
n other Jew at Rotterdam, from whence he rc-er 
bark’d for England . 

He had not been long returned to his natives Com 
try, before he was decoded in breaking open tl 
Houfe of a Linnen-Draper in Cheapfide , which p 
a final End to his Liberty, tho’ not to his Villain 
For being fent to Newgate , and having no Hop 
of ever getting out any more, un!efs to go to 7 
bum , he grew defperate, and refolved to do all ti 
Mifchief he could there. Mr. Goodman , one of tl 
Turnkeys of that Jayl, being one Day drinking i 
the Common Side Cellar, Kelfey privately ftabb 
him into the Belly with a Knife, of which Wour 
he inftautly died. For this Murder he received Sei 
tence of Death at the next Stffions in the Old-Baih 
and a Gibbet being ereded in Ncwgate-Strcet, ne! 
the Prifon, he was thereon executed on Friday tf 
13th of June , 1690, being then no more tha 
twenty Years of Age. As a Terror to the othi 
Prifoners who were then in Confinement, his Bod 
was fuffered to hang on the Gibbet the Space of thre 
Hour*. 
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The LIFE 0/ RICHARD KEELE. 


k 


More impudent Villain was never heard cf 
than this of whom we are now to give fome 
Account, who was born of very good and 
rcitable Parents at Rumfey in Hampjbire ; and ha- 
vi;no other Education bellowed upon him than 
jnr Reading and Writing, he was put Apprentice 
tc Barber and Perriwigmaker living at Winchejler , 
w fe Daughter he married ; but after feven or eight 
Y rs Cohabitation, left her, and married another 
Wnan in Loudon, who had fifty Pounds per Annum, 
ding Life, quarterly paid her by a Juitice of the 
P< e, living in St. Margaret' % Church* Yard at 
}) minjler . 

is foie Delight and Pleafure was ever in keeping 
Gipany with the greateft Rogues, Whores, and 
T wes, from whom he had learnt fo much of their 
ba Manners, that he exceeded them all in Viilany ; 
efj :ial!y when he came to be a Bailiff, the general 
C< -after of which Office is, that the Beginning is 
dc table, the Courfe defperate, and the End damna- 
blt Soon after he was married to his laft Wife, he 
ce an Ale-houfe in Milk- Alley , near St. Ann's 
Cl ch ; but he had not been long in that Employ- 
er, ere he was arretted at the Suit of one Thomas, 

1 idier in the Firft Regiment of Foot-Guards, in 
in ftion of one hundred Pound, for keeping Corn- 
ea. with his Wife Jfalella Thomas, a molt noto- 
ric ' Shoplift, whom he encouraged in her Thiev- 
ing ill ihe was condemned, but obtained Mercy. 

:ing now arrelted, as aforefaid, and fo little be- 
ov, that none would bail him, he was carried to 
he iate-boufe Prilon at Wejl minjler, where he had 
10 been a Week, before forty Robberies were 
dc to his Charge, for which he way heavy loaded 
v i( Irons ; but no Profecution commencing againft 
lin he was admitted to Bail for them before Sir 
Vtr King, then Recorder of London. But ft ill 
jei; a Prifoner on Thomas's Aftson, he removed 
inftf by a Writ of Habeas Corpus to the Fleet 
5 rin, from whence he was fhortly after removed 
iga to Newgate , upon an Information exhibited 
tgaft him for fpeaking feveral blafphemous Ex- 
>reons when in the Gatehoufe ; and being try’d 
one fame at the Sejfions-Houfe in the Old Bailey, 
Jefc the Lord Chief Juftice Parker , the Sentence 
if(: Court was, That he Jhoitld Jland twice in the 
Pit y, once at Charing. Crofs, and once without 
I c fte*Bar, and to fujfcr hnprifomr.ent for a whole 
Ted 

Len the Time of Confinement was expir’d, and 


his iotorious Fellow had procured his Liberty, he 
ie: turned a Bailiff's Follower; but his Income 
ei .»y being being but very fmall, and fuppofing a 
fh! the more profitable Employment, lie Hole a 
-Oc and Perriwig, for which he was committed to 
Estate, On his Trial being found guilty of Fe- 
4 . he was burnt in the Hand, and ordered to 
Labour at the Workhoufe for twelve Months, 
ordingly being carried with one William Low - 


ther , and Charles Houghton, tivo other Felons, to 
Bridewell in Clerkenwell, on the 19th of Septem - 
her, 1713, they made a Mutiny, upon Captain 
Boreman'% going to put Irons on them, to prevent 
their making an Efcape out of his Goal. In this 
Fray Charles Houghton was fhot dead on the Spoc, 
William Lowther lhot in feveral Parts of his Body, 
but not mortally wounded, and Dick Keele had one 
of his Eyes fhot out. But thefe Villains having 
killed Edward Perry , one of the Turnkeys 0 1 Bride- 
well, Keele and Lowther were committed by Juftice 
Fuller to Newgate again : where the former of 
them was kept in the Matter -fide, at the Charge oL 
Ifabel Thomas , that notorious Shoplift ; who being 
now at Liberty, by pleading to her Maje tty’s Par- 
don but in Auguf laft, and followed Shoplifting as 
much as ever, till at laft Ihe was apprehended and 
received Sentence of Death again, on Monday the 
14th of December, 1713, for privately ftealing 62 
Yards of Siik, Value fix Pound*, from the Shop of 
Philip Bafs y a Mercer on Ludgate-HilL 

Now Dick Keele being afraid of coming to a 
Trial for the Murder of Edward Perry at cne Sef- 
fions-Houfe in the Old-Bailey, he put himfelf into 
a Salivation ; and pernaps it might not be without 
a Caufe ; for he was fuch a common Fellow, that 
he would debauch himfelf with the very worft of 
Whores. But now having no other Device to de- 
lay his coming to Juitice any longer, he Was at the 
next Seftions brought to a T rial , on which the Evi- 
dence for the Queen being very full and clear to the 
Faft laid to his Charge, ne and William Lowther 
were both found guilty of Wilful Murder. Not- 
withftanding this, luch was the AfTurance and Impu* 
•deuce of Keele , whilft in the Condemned Hold, 
that he was lure lie fhould not die, and 'therefore 
made no Preparation for his approaching Death, as 
fuppofing his Sifter, who lived with a Perfon of 
Quality, would procure his Pardon. However, mil- 
taking his Aim, he and his Comrade Will. Low- 
ther were executed on Clerkenwell Green, on ITed- 
nefday the 23d of December, 1713; tne firil being 
32 Years of Age, and the other but 23. 

It w-as always the Cuftom of this un nappy Perfon 
to fay, that he glorified in all manner of Wickcdneh ; 
and if it ever w'as his Fate to come under the Cir- 
cumftances of Death for the Breach of any Law, lie 
fhould fo far behave himfelf above tne common Na- 
ture of Mankind, as not to thed Tears for hi* Of- 
fence, when launching into the very Guloh of Eter- 
nity ; and therefore, like other warning Fools, he 
fhould not make any Confeftion of lus dins to anv 
Perfon that prefumed to afk mm at the very Place of 
Execution, in cafe he was to come to fuch an un- 
timely End. 

But it is evidently feen, that a fhameful Death 
commonly overtakes fuch Wretches for their Wick- 
ednefs ; and tho’ this Fellow pretended to out-brave 
the very Terrors thereof, yet when he came under 

the 
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the unhappy Circumftance of being cut off by the 
Sword of Juft ice for his Crimes, no Man could be- 
wail and bemoan himfelf more than he did ; how- 
ever, his Sorrow was not fo much for the r i bought 
of his Sins, as being fent out of the Land of the 
Living in his almoft juvenile Years. He flood to 
his Refolution of Silence, tho’ not of Bravery, in 
not making a Confeflion of all his Sins, to thole who 
defired it ; for according to the Papers put out of 
him, he never discover’d in particular his robbing, 
of a Shoemaker living once near Lincoln*- Inti Fields, 
call’d Bond and Judgment : An Account whereof 
take as follows. 

One Day Dick Keele being out of Money, by his 
paying twenty or thirty Pounds to an Adverfary, 
whom that notorious Shoplift Ifabel Thomas ufed to 
rob, he was refolved to make up thofe pull-backs by 
robbing himfelf. So meeting with Bond and Judg- 
ment, as aforefaid, (a very honeft Man, fo called up- 
on his lending Money to People upon fuch an Align- 
ment made over to him ; and as Icon as the 1 ime 
was expired that the Money was to be paid, upon 
Non-payment, inlhntly, taking the Advant gc 
thereof, and turned the Perfon and whole Family 
out of Doors, by feixing on all they had) I fay, 
meeting with him not far Irom Paddington , and hav- 
ing been over-reached himfelf before upon an Occa- 
sion by the fame Fellow, he commanded him to 
£and and deliver. Quoth Bond and Judgment , 
Don t you know me, Sir ? Ay, reply’d Dick, you Son 
of a Whore, 1 know you to be a mercenary Rogue , 
that would fend your Father and Mother to Gaol for 
the Fillip of a Farthing ; therefore it is but a jufl 
Judgment befell you, to take all you have from you . 
So clapping a Pillol to his Breaft, poor Bond and 
Judgment was obliged to flop the Fury of the Bul- 
lets, by giving him threefcore Guineas ; which was 
inch a finking of his Stock, that he went to Newgate 
quickly after, and was hard put to it to raife Money 
for an Habeas Corpus , to remove his corrupted Car- 
cafs to the Sfueen s Bench Prifon in Southwark. 

Another Time Dick Keele being very well mount- 
ed on a Horfe, and accoutred with Sword and Pi- 
flols, who ihould he meet on Hounflow-Heath, but 
C 9 lately a Tradefman, but then an Offi- 

cer, as well mounted as himfelf. Neverthelefs, he 
having as much Courage as the pretended Son of 
Mars , he gave him and ugly Word of Command, 
which was, ft and and deliver. 

Here our military Man was at a Stand indeed, 
what to fay to him ; but thinking the bloody Colour 
©fhis Cloaths might frighten him, quoth he, * Don’t 

* you fee whofe Livery I wear ? Sec whofe Livery 

* you wear, replied Dick, why, are you a Footman ? 

* No, laid C again, I am an Officer in the 

* Army ; therefore to your Peril be it, if you pre- 

* fume to flop me when 1 am about unlawful Occa- 
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‘ fions. Nay, replied, Dick , if you are about 

* ful Occafions, f am about unlawful O , 
‘ Therefore deliver whar you have, or eke we ji 

* try who is the belt Man, Said, C — 1 d’ 

bear a Commiffion to’ fight* with Highway:}; 

* I only wear Her Majefty’s Cloth to figne fur | 

* Queen and Country. Why then, replied L\f 
‘ that Cloth, nor any other, mult not be Proteiii 

* from my Arrdl -, -theicfore, asciis PhtoMsI 
‘ Tip-itaff, I demand your Money upon Pa | 

Death. * So taking (not finding any 
bout him) his Coat, Wa.iilco.it, and Bretche | 
ordered him to take up another Sute on the regut 
tal Account. 

He utterly hated ar?d abhorred his I a ft., .Wife p r 
the fake of Arabella or Ifabel Thomas, othe Ic 
called Ifabel Jones , alias Bolton, alias IVildma a- 
lias King, belides feveral o.her Names, to fhr 
her from the Severity of Juitice, of which Ci m 
ftie had much Occakon, efpecially after her rol (ig 
a great Mercer in Cheapfide , of about fixty P( L 
worth of Silk, for which fhc had like to nave 
apprehended, but only fhe made her Efcape 9 
the back Alleys to her Lodgings in Jewin-jlret \ 

She was about thirty three Years of Age, to] 
Blackburn in Lancafhire, and about eight Yea. I 
fere her Death came up to London, where fhe n 
Servant in feveral worthy Families, in which ft' «< 
haved herfelf very honeitly ; but falling at lali ^ 
wicked Company, fnc foon learned to be vvicke K 
and committed divers Felonies in the Shops of er* 
cers, Lumen-Drapers, and Lace -men, living i M 
about the Cities of London and IVefimtnJler ; fo 9 
which being clearly proved upon her, fhe wai I 
ral Times burnt in the Hand. 

She formerly received Sentence of Death foi t 
Fng feveral Yards of Muffin out of Mr. Wo* Vi 
Shop, a Linnen-Draper, living at the Corner o 4 ri 
bican and Red-Crofs fireet, but received Merc 
pleading to the Queen’s moft gracious Pard w 
Augujl following Next fhe was apprehend* for 
privately Healing fixty two Yards of Sarcenet, fur 
fix Pounds, out of the Shop of Mr. Phillip B , 1 
Mercer on Ludgate-Hill , beforementioned, for |idi 
fhe received Sentence of Death again, and ws Sj 
cutcd at Tyburn, on Wednefday the 23 d of Dec St*, 

1 7 I 3» with James Gofwd, Thomas Hudfon, 1 jjt 
to Mr. Richard Jewkes , a Victualler, at th< Jfl 
of the White Horfe, in White Horfe Yard, in ^ 
Lane, Giles Spenter, Samuel Hicks , James G pe* 
on, Anthony Martin, James Ur win, Richard J 4ft 
Sarah Bugden, alias Small, alias Junes, alias A p 
alias Evans, and Mary Baker , otherwife calle< 
Cook, Lobby , and Hanun , or Harnale , from tl pp 
Men to whom fhe was marry *d, who were a Jir 
together, for which fhe fuflered Death. 
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The LIFE of PATRICK O-BP.YAN. 


Clfl 

fr^H E Parents of Patrick O- Bryan were very 
poor ; they Jiv’d at Lourbrea , a Market 
L. Town in the County of Gal*way and Pro- 
l ;e of Connaught in Ireland. Patrick came over 
in England in the Reign of King Charles the Se- 
C. J, and liiled himfelf into his Maje Tty’s Coldfream 
fi;iment of Guards, fo called from their being firft 
at a Place in Scotland which bears that Name. 
|*\v good a Soldier he made is little to our Par- 
only we may obferve, that ’twas not pofiible 
h-hould be more expert in the Ule of his Arms 
he was in the PraCtife of all manner of Vices. 
^ Small Allowance of a private Centinel was far 
tc little for him ; and he was not like a great ma- 
ji Door Men, who make the fame Complaint, yet 
ft! own honefly to live on it, and only endeavour to 
W;e up the Scantinefs of their Salary by their good 
|!bandry. No ; Patrick's Maxims were widely dif- 
■ Inc from thofe ; he was refolv’d .to have Money 
ttiere were any in the Land, and not to ilarve in 
(1 midil of Plenty, from a fooliih Principle of Juf- 
and Honour. The firil - Thing he did was to 
|| in Debt at all the Publick Houfes and Shops 
H. would trull him ; and when his Credit would 
y a tain /him any longer, .he had Recouife to bor- 
r< ing of all he kuew, being pretty well furnifh’d 
fin tne common Defence of his Countrymen, a 
*fnt that would brazen out any Thing, and even 
fifjh atlhe.Perfons whom he had impofed on, to 
tl r very Faces. By fuch Means as thefe he Tub- 
fid far fame Time. 

\t kit, when he found Freud would no longer 
■oort him’, he went out upon the Food-pad. Dr. 
ftitYr the Par Ton of Croydon , was one of thofe 
warn be.llopp’d. This Man had in his Youth been 
ti’d at the Old- Bailey, and burnt in the Hand, for 
filing a Silver Cup. Patrick knew him very well, 
a. greeted him upon their lucky Meeting; telling 
That he could not refuje lending a little Af fl- 
at to one of his old Profefion . The DoCtor allured 
Eh, .That he had not made a Word, if he had had 
Money about him ; hut be had not fo tnuch as a 
fide Earthing . Then, fays Patrick , I niuft have 
y\r Govsn, Sir. If you can -min it, quoth tne Doc- 

0, foyou fkall ; hut let me have the Usance of a 
(me at Cards . To this O Bryan confeutcd, and 
t Reverend Gentleman pull’d out a Pack of the 
I'vil’s Books ; with which they fairly play’d at All- 
Itrs , to decide, who Ihould have the black Robe. 

I trick had the Fortune to win, and the other went 
1 ne very contentedly, as he had loll his Divinity 

1. fuch an equitable manner. Indeed, according to 
t : Idea which this Story feems to give of the Doc- 
t , our Highwayman might become a Canonical 
I bit as well as he, and be no more a Scandal to the 
1 :red Cloth. 

There was in Patrick's Time a famous Pollure- 
} iftrr in Pall-Mall ; his Name was Clark. Our 
. venturer met him one Day on Primrof e-Hill, and 
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faluted him with Stand and deliver . But he was 
mightily difappointed ; for the nimble Harlequin 
jump’d over his Head, and, inllead of reviving his 
Heart with a few Guineas, made it fink into his 
Breeches for Fear ; he imagining the Devil was come 
to be merry with him before his Time, for no hu- 
man Creature, he thought could do the like. This 
Belief was a little Mortification to him at firll ; but 
he foon few the Truth of the Story in the publick 
Prints, where Mr. Clark' s Friends took Care to put 
it, and then our Teague's Qualm of Confidence was 
changed into a Vow of Revenge, if ever he met with 
his i umblerlhip again ; which however he never did. 

Another Time Patrick O- Bryan was got behind 
Hedge in the Way to Hackney , late in the Evening, 
in order to wait for a Booty. He had not been here 
long before he heard a very merry Dialogue between 
one of the Sons of Apollo, and aa old Bawd, whom 
lie had employ’d to get him into the Company of 
a young Lady at a Boarding-School jull by. The 
Converfation ended fo much to our Poet’s Satisfacti- 
on, that pronounc’d the following Lines in a kind 
of Rapture 

Oh ! thou art wondrous in thy Art / thy Head 
Was form' d for mighty Things ; dike thofe vsho rule 
The Fates of Empires : But our kinder Stars 
Have fent thee to direti the Realms of Love . 

Jull as his Tranfport was over, out flepp’d O- 
Bryan , and prefen ted a Piltol to the Head tnat con- 
ceiv’d thofe fine Imaginations. It muit be allow’d, 
that fuch a Surprize as this was enough to make the 
poor Bard a little cooler ; but left it Ihould not cool 
him enough, O Bryan order’d him to ftrip himfelf 
to the Skm ; which he did with abundance of Re- 
luClance ; for the fine Embroidered Sute of Clothes 
he had on. was only hired as an additional Charm 
to his Verfes, that he might the more efFe&ually 
win the young Lady’s Heart. Madam the Procu- 
refs was alfo drefs’d in her richefl Brocade, that 
her Vifit might be perform’d with the better Grace : 
She fufFer’d the fame Fate, and was reduc’d to the 
Condition of our firll Parents before the Fall ; Pa- 
trick telling them both, That as he perceived nei- 
ther of them had any Religion before, 'tvsas proper 
they Jhould begin to have fame ; and therefore out of 
Charity to their Souls he had converted them to A- 
damitifm. We may fuppofe they did not very well 
like their new Religion : But Patrick was a down- 
right Pope ; if they had not hearkened to his Argu- 
ments he would have made ufe of his Arms, and 
fairly have fent him out of the World, becaufe 
they would not be implicitly obedient to their Su- 
periors in it. This they both confider’d, and fo 
thought it their bek Way to receive his Ipfe dixit . 

O Bryan at lail intirely deferted from ins Regi- 
meut, and got a Horfe, on which he robb’d on the 
Highway a long Time. One Day in particular he 
4 $ met 
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met Kell Gwyn in her Coach on the Road to Wln- 
chejUr y and addrefs himfelf to her in the following 
Manner. Madam , I am a Gentleman , and , as you 
may fee, a very able one: l have done a great many 
fignal Services t$ the Fair Sex , and have in Return 
been all my Life long maintain d by them. Now, 
as 1 know you are a charitable e, and have 

a great Value for Men of my Abilities , 1 make bold 
to ajkyeu f$r a little Money , though 1 never have 
had the Honour of fervingyou in particular. How- 
ever 9 if an Opportunity Jhould ever fall in my JVay, 
you may depend upon it 1 will exert niyfslf to the 
uttermoft \ for 1 j corn to be ungrateful. Nell feem’d 
very well pleas’d with what he had faid, and made 
him a Prefent of ten Guineas : However, whether 
fhe wifh’d for the Opportunity he (poke of, or no, 
cannot be determin’d, becaufe {he did not explain 
hcrfelf ; but if a Perfon may guefs from her general 
Character, fhe never was afraid of a Man in her 
Life. 

While Patrick robb’d on the Highway, he per- 
verted feveral young Men to the fame bad Courfe of 
Life. One Claudius Wilt in particular was hang’d 
at Worcefter for a Robbery committed in his Com- 
pany, though ’twas the firff he was ever concern’d 
in. Several others came to the fame End through 
his Seducements; and he himfelf was at laff executed 
at Glouceftery for a Faft committed within two Miles 
of that City. When he had hung the ufual Time, 
his Body was cut down and deliver’d to his Acquain- 
tance, that they might bury him as they pleafed , 
But being carry’d home to one of their Houfes, 
fame Body imagin’d they perceiv’d Life in him , 
whereupon an able Surgeon was privately procured 
to bleed him, who by that and other Means which 
he uled brought him again to his Senfes. The 
Thing was kept an entire Secret from the World, 
and *ewa$ Loped by his Friends that he would fpend 
the Remainder of his forfeited Life, which he had 
fo furpriaingly retriev’d, to a much better Purpofe 
than he had employ’d the former Part of it. 

Thefe Friends offer’d to contribute in any manner 
he fhould defire towards his living privately and 
honeffly : He promis’d them very fairly, and for 
fome Time kept within due Bounds, while the Senfe 
of what he had efcap’d remain’d freih in his Mind ; 
but the Time was not long before, in Spite of all the 
Admonitions and AlMances he receiv’d, he return’d 
again to his Villainies like a Dog to his Vomit ; 
leaving his kind Benefactors, Healing a frefb Horfe, 
and raking once more to the Highway, where he 
giew ar audacious as ever. 

It was not above a Year after his former Executi- 
on, before he met with the Gentleman again who 
had convi&cd him before, and attack’d him in the 
Lme Manner. The poor Gentleman was not lo 
much unprized at being Hopp’d on the Road as he 
at iteing the Perfon who did it, feting ctrui» 


’twas the very Man whom he had feen execim 
This Condensation was fo great, that he could r 
help difeovering it ; by faying. How comes this , 
paf 1 thought you had been hanged a Fwclvemon 
ago. So I was , fays Patrick, and t before you ou< 
to imagine that what you fee now only my Qp 0 
How every left you Jhould be fo uncivil as to hang 
Ghof too , 1 think it my left Way to fecure you. (j 
on this he difeharg’d a PiHol thro’ the Gentlemaj 
Head ; and, not content with that, difmounting, 
Horfe, he drew out a fkirp Hanger from his Sit 
and cut the dead Careafs into feveral Pieces. 

This piece of Barbarity was followed by anoth 
which was rather more horrible yet. Patrick w 
four more as bad as himfelf, having Intelligence tl 
Lancelot Hilmoty Efq ; of I Vi It/hi re, had a*great d. 
of Money and Plate in his Houfe, which Itood i 
lonely Place, at about a Mile and a half from Tn 
bridge ; they befet it one Night, and got in. Wh 
they were entered, they ty’d and gagg’d the $. 
vants, and then proceeded to the old Gentlcmai 
Room, where he was in Bed with his Lady. Tl: 
ferved both thefe in the fame Manner, and then wi 
in the Daughter’s Chamber. This young Lady th 
feverally forced after one another to their bru 
Pleafure, and when they had done, moHinhumar 
flabb’d her, becaufe fhe endeavoured to get frt 
their Arms. They next aCted the fame Tragedy 
the Father and Mother, which they told thim y *u 
becaufe they did not breed up their Daughter to bet 
Manners. Then they rilled the Houfe of ev< 
Thing valuable which they could find in it, that v 
fit to be carried off, to the Value in all of 250c 
After which they fet the Building on fire, and lef 
to confume with the unhappy Servants that was 
it. 

Patrick continued above two Yean after this 1 
fore he was apprehended, and poflibly might nei 
have been fufpeded of this Fa a, if one of his bloc 
Accomplices had not been hang’d for another Cri 
at Bedford. This Wretch at the Gallows confefl 
all the Particulars, and difeovered thePerfonscc 
cerned with him ; a little while after which, O-B 
an was feized at his Lodging in Little Sujfolk-Stn 
near the Hay-Market , and committed to Newgat 
from whence befoie tJie next Aflizes he was conve) 
to Salijbury , where he own’d the Fa& himfelf, a 
all the other Particulars of his wicked Actions tl 
have been here related. He was nov^ a feco 
Time executed, and great Care was taken to dc 
effectually. I here was not, indeed, much Danj 
of his recovering any more, becaufe his Body v 
immediately hung in Chains, near the Place whi 
the barbarous Deed was perpetrated. He was is t 
3 iff Year of his Age at the 1 ime of his Executic 
which was on Fuejday the 30th of April, in t 
Y*ar 1689, 
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The LIFE of ELEONER SYMPSON. 


E L E O N O R S r M P S 0 N was 
born of very honefl Parents, at Henly upon 
Thames, in Oxfordfhire . She laid a Baftard, 
on her by the Clerk of the Parifh, to her own 
ither, who was a Farmer ; for which Piece of Inc- 
idence being turned out of Doors, (he came up to 
melon, and turned common Whore. Whilft fhe 
ntinued this wicked Courfe of Life, fhe picked up 
;e one Night a Linnen-Draper, to whom pretend- 
g fo great Modefty and B.ifhfulnefs, that fhe was a- 
lm’d to go with a Man into a Tavern or an Ale- 
•ufe, they at laft agreed to go into a dark Alley. 
Here, whi.. the C\J y was feeling what Gender 
• r was of, fhe in the mean Time was feeling for his 
atch, which p-ivitcly drawing half way out of 
Fob, quoth fhe, 7 he Watch is ceming Sir . He 
ing eager on the Game of High Gammer Cook, 
\f'd, D - n the Watch , 1 don t value the Watch 
a Farthing. Ac lull, when fhe had got the Watch 
1 1 of his Fob indeed, and tranfported it into her 
'n Pocket, fhe laid again. Pray, dear Sir , make 
tfte, for 1 vow the Watch is juft here . He flill not 
; prehending her meaning, reply ’d again, D n 
] ' Watch, 1 tell you 1 don t value the Watch of a 
. r thing. 

The Sport being over, they parted, but he had 
: t gone far, when beginning to have a Thought a- 
i at him, he felt for his Watch, and finding it out 
t it’s Precinds, he made all the Hafte he could af- 
V his Miftrefs, and overtaking her in St. Martins - 
tie, charged her with a Conftable, who commit- 
tl her to the Round Houfe all Night, 

Next Morning the Linnen- Draper appeared a- 
jinft her at St. Martin % Veftry, where charging 
Jr upon Oath, before the Juftices, of her robbing 
In of his Watch, Quoth one of the old Mumpftmuf 
J, Well, Mrs. Jelliver, what have you te fay for 
yrfelf now? you fee the Fall is fwom positively a- 
ftnft you. Mis. Jelliver, as he called her, drop- 
]ig a very fine Courtefy, and looking as demure as 
ashore at a Chriflening, fa id in her Defence, That 
yng home laft Night to my Lodging , that Gentleman 
t re, who is my Accufer, did fo far prevail with me 
4 to be nought with him in a dark Alley , and whilft 
l was jumbling me up againft a Wall, Sirs, to pafs 
t' Time away , 1 play' d with his Watch, which be- 
(' half way out of his Fob, 1 told him, let him deny 
i f he can, that the Watch was coming, whereupon 

[replf d, D n the Watch, he did not value the 

iitcb of a Farthing ; nay, when f had the Watch 
i te out of his Fob, and had put it into my own Poc - 
i, at the fame Time pointing to it, and plainly tel - 
t % him the Watch was here, fill he was fo eager 
• his Work, that he f aid again, D ■ -g the Watch, 
sf ll you I don't value it of a Farthing ; fo thinking 
i f more Confequence than that comes to, I was car - 
* *g it home for my own Ufe, but fsnee he inquires it 
1 itn, here it is Gentlemen, and l freely return it him 
ctin with all my Heart, At this Confcflion, the 


Juftices were all ready to fplit their Sides a Laugh, 
ing; and making the Complainant give his Miftrefs 
a Guinea for his Folly, he had his Watch again, 
and fhe being difeharged, went about her Bufinefs, 

Another Time Sympjon being pick’d up by a Cou- 
ple of Captains in the Coldftream, or lecond Regi- 
ment of Foot Guards, they carried her to Rigby's 
Ordinary, at the Roe Buck in Suffolk Street, where 
having a good Supper, and being alfo much elevated 
with Wine, they began to ad feveral Beaftialicies 
upon her ; but fhe made them pay for their Frolick 
in the end ; for haying drank them to fuch a Pitch, 
that they both fell into a found Sleep upon the Floor, 
honefl Sympfon began to dive into their Fobs and 
Pockets, whence fhe took a couple of gold Watches, 
two Purfes of Guineas, fome Silver, two gold Snuff- 
Boxes, two diamond Rings off their Fingers, broke 
the filver Hilts off their Swords, then fh— t — g in 
both their Perukes, which fhe clapt on their Heads 
again, fhe went off without laying fo much as a Word 
to any Body. When they awoke, 3nd found their 
Lofs, what Vollies of Oaths and Curfes flew about 
the Room, like Peals of great Ordnance 1 There was 
driving betwixt them, who fhould fwear the fafteft ; 
but all to no Purpofe ; the Whore being gone they 
knew not whether, they were forced to be contented 
with their Calamity ; and what was worfe too, to 
pay a Reckoning of four Pounds into the Bargain. 

One Time Nell meeting a Butcher’s Son of Clare 

Market, who was a J in the fame County, 

he being difpos’d to have a Game at Tricke Tracke 
with her, (for you mull know, that by his Father’s 
Trade, he was given to the Flefh) fhe rakes him into 
P IJft ng- Alley, in HollywelfStreet , otherwife called 
the Backfide of St. Clements in the Strand, fo emi- 
nently noted for Taylors felling there their Cabbage. 
No fooner were they arrived into that dark Hole, fo 
fit for Fornication and Adultery, but as he wa 3 lug- 
ging out his Dagger, to whip her thro’ the Beard, 
Ihe at the fame Time lugged out his filver hilted 
Sword from his Side, which he never paid for to this 
Day, and cry’d. Pray Sir, don't play the Spaniard 
upon me at once ; Ijhall never be able to hear it. 

The J who was a Man of no great Metal at 

the bell, reply’d. My Dear , 77/ ufe you gently, and 
immediately, (being dead drunk) he fell down on 
his Arfe. Hereupon Nell takes up her Coats, 
flops his Mouth with her T ■ — y M - y, and 
piffes down his Throat. His W — now fancying 
himfelf in a Tavern, and taking Nell's warm Water 
for mull’d Wine, he faid, he was very well fatisfied, 
and would pay the Reckoning next Day to a Far- 
thing, and fo fell afleep, while Nell carried oif his 
Sword, Wig, and Hat, and left him there wallow- 
ing in Sir Reverence, Urine, and other Naflinefs, 
till fomebody that came by carried him to the Place 
of his Habitation, laid him upon a Bitcher’s Block, 
and left him to fhiftfor himfelf. 

Now it happening to be about One of the Clock 

on a 
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ou a Saturday Morning, the Butcher who owned the 
Block was drinking at an adjacent Alehoufe. 
Whilft he was there, a Calf newly killed, but not 
dreft, was ltolen from before his Shop ; which mif- 
fing, he fell a fwearing and Haring like a Devil for 
his Lofs, and called out to the Man that was then 
putting out the Stands and Sheds aguinft the Market- 
People came, and ask’d him if he knew any Thing 

of his Calf. D n me, reply’d the Fellow, cant 

you fee? why it lies upon your Block there. By G - — , 
quoth he, fo it does ; well, Jack, 1 beg your Pardon, 
Jor 1 did not fee it till you told me. So taking out 
his Knife, and whetting it on his Steel, quoth he. 
Prithee Jack come hither , and lend me a Hand to lift 
him on one of the Hooks , to flay him. T lie Butcner 
was brilkly whetting his Knife Hill, and did not mind 
what his Calf was made of, till Jack coming to affift 
him, finding it was fomewhat of a Man, faid to him, 
Majler, this is J fuch a one , 'tis no Calf ; hut 
yet , Sir , as his Flefb may be a Novelty, I don t know 
but it may fetch a Penny in the Pound more than the 
be ft Mutton in the Market , confidering he has fed 
himfelf a long T'nne upon laced Mutton , and will to 
his dying Day, if he can have it gratis ; for be never 
loved to pay for any Thing in his Life, uni if needs 
muft when the Devil drives . The Butcher feeing 
his Miftake, kicks him off of the Block, but was 
bound over for it next Day, and had he not have 
made up his W— — p’s Lofs, by Nel, he had cer- 
tainly been profecuted for the Robbery. 

But a little after this Exploit, Sympfon finding that 
her Tail brought her not the Comings-in {he expeft- 
cd, though ihe was a tolerable handfome Woman, 
antf a good Tongue Pad, Hie W2s refolved to try 
what her Hands could do. The firft Experiment lhe 
made this Way, was at a certain Mercer’s in Bcd- 
ford-ftreet ; whither going in a Chair very well 
drefs’d, with a Couple of fham Footmen attending 
her, in good Liveries, when {became into the Shop, 
(he called for feveral Pieces of Silk to look on. In 
the mean l ime an Apple-Pafly coming in for the 
Family, Hie feemed on a fudden to be taken very ill 
and withdrew from the Place where ihe was, to the 
farther End of the Shop, and fat at the End of a 
Counter, under which was a great deal of rich Silks. 

Her Footman taking the flint of her Illnefs, told 
the Journeyman, there happening then to be none 
but him, that they believed their Lady (who pafl 
for the Countefs of Colrain ) being newly married, 
longed for fome of the Apple Pafty juft then come 
in, for ihe was mighty apt to long of late for any 
Thing th£t was good. The Journeyman pitying 
her Condition, prefently ran upStairs, and acquaint- 
ed his Matter and Miftrefs of the Matter. They 
were mightily concerned at it ; but before they 
came down, {he gave her Footmen fix whole Pieces 
of Silk, who put them into the Chair, the Chairmen 
not fuppofing any otberwife than that the fuppos’d 
Lady-had bought it. 

When the Mercer and hit Wife came down, they 
invited her up Stairs, which Kindnefs, after fome 
feeming Reluftancy, {he accepted of, eat very hear- 
tily of the Pye, as fne might have done of other Va - 
rieties which were there, but lhe refufed them. 
When fhe had done, {he returned them many Thanks 
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mvited;th«n to her Lodgings ip St. Ja»iet\-Sq Ua 
and for their extraordinary Civility, promis’d to • 
out five or fix hundred Pounds with them, befi ; 
fhe and her Lord went to Ireland. 

When ihe came down Stairs, fhe laid out four* 
five Guineas, and pitched upon other Silks, to •> 
Value of one hundred and twenty Pounds, vvh 
ordering to be brought to her Houfe as aforefaid 1 
the Evening, (becaule {he was going then to pa 
Vifit to the Dutchefs of Somerfet U NortbumberL' 
Houfe at Charing Crofs,) {he then took Chair, a 
went off. But within a few Hours afterwards, \ 
Silks {he had ftol’n being mifs’d, there was a gr 
Outcry, the Mercer fwearing that the longing L; 
had long’d for more than fhe could eat ; which p. 
ved as he faid, for going to enquire after her in 
Janies\-Square, there was no finding the Lady ( 
rain , nor any Thing like it. 

Another Time fhe went to a Dinnen-Drap< 
Shop in Cornhill, attended with a Couple of Fo . 
men behind a hired Chariot ; who knocking at 
Door with an Authority, for it was then about ei* 
or nine at Night in Winter Time, the Journeyn 
opened ir, and gave Admifficn to this fuppos’d f 
fon of Quality, and her Attendants, whom fhe f 
tended to fend to a Couple of Merchants by the E, 
India- Houfe. Being ihew’d feveral Farcelsoftl. * 
neft Muflins, flic pitched upon as much as came J 
eighty Pounds, when pulling out a Purfe, in wh 
fhe had not above twenty Guineas, and perhaps n 
of them Counters, quoth fhe, Upon my U'ord, 6 
I have lefs Money about me than I thought for, J I 
cannot pay what 1 have agreed for ; therefore I 
the Favour of you to let your young Lad, your Appt . 
tice here, juft Jlep to Mr. fuch a one, my Banker , 
Lombard ftreet, and telling him you are come f 
the Countefs of Colrain, defire him to pay you one L j 
dred Pounds upon Sight of this Note. 

Away goes the Appi entice with the Note, ; 
in came her two Footmen, who prefently knock 
down the Journeyman, ftunn'd him to chat Degr 
that they carried off above two hundred Poa I 
worth ofMuflin into the Chariot, and went off w 
it, before the other could recover himfelf. Afrci 
bove a quarter of an Hour, calling down his Ma 
he told him of the Difafter, and wondering the ^ j 
prentice aid not come back in above an Hour’s Ti 
at laft a Meffenger was fent from the Banker, 
whofe Houfe they found the Lad charged wit 
Conftable, for bringing a forg’d Note. But wl 
the Mafter came in his Behalf, and told how I 
Matter was, to his Lofs of above two bund. 
Pounds, he was difch?rged. 

But not long after this notorious Robbery, Syi 
fen was taken in the ASi of Shoplifting at Sturbri > 
Fair, and was committed to Cambridge Gaol, a 
the Affixes following being try’d, file received &• 
tence of Death ; whereupon lhe pleaded her Bel 
and a Jury of Matrons being impannell’d, as is 
fual on fuch Occafions, fhe was brought ii. qu 
with Child; and was really fo; for lhe was i* out 
to Bed of a Girl before the Affixes following ; wf. 
being call cd down to her former Judgment, 
was hanged at Cambridge, upon Saturday the lc 
°f July 1714, aged twenty eight Years. 
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The LIFE of EDWARD HINTON. 


^ D IV A R D II I N T O N was born in 
M London in the Year 1673 of very reputable 
i A Parents. In his younger Years he difeover'd 
litroug Pent to Learning, which his Father cheiifh’d 
' putting him to St. /\-*.*/VSchoo), that celebrated 
•minary for Youth. This good Turn of Mind was 
nvevcr foon overcome by a vicious one, which 
Lin'd ;:lfo to be inn.itc, .and grew ftronger as lie 
ew older. Even at nine Years of Age, ’tis faid, he 
^ bb'd one of his Si iters of Sixpences and other fmall 
leces to the Value of Thirty Shillings, and kept a- 
joid in Company with Boys like hinifelf till lie had 
eat and loll it all. This was a vctv indifferent 
I oof of what the old People were fo proud of, his 
tegrity, and Inclination to Virtue. 

Ir.djlgent Parents are more forward to attribute 
e Faults of their Children to the want of knowing 
tter, then to any Propenfity which they have to be 
eked. This was the Cafe here : After a little 
irrection, young Hint an was fent to School again, 
on liis prom ding to be abetter Boy for the futuie. 
it in vain, alas ! were his Promifes ; Thieving 
m grew iuto.i Habit with him, and there waa no 
^portunlty of getting Money or any Thirg clfe 
.ndellinely that ever eicap’d him. He went lo far 
b.(l to job his Father's Counting-Houfe of a 
nfider-.olc bum of Money, which he carry \1 to a 
vd VVoinm, with Wuom lie was foon alter taken 
1 Ca m hridg c H. .kb. 

Old Mr. Hinton peiceiv'd by this Time, that there 
15 no Good to be evpefted from his Son if he let 
in ihy any longer in London, fo he thought it the 
d Way to lend mm where he might hive no Room 
practife his Villainies, and accordingly he procur- 
the King's Letter to make him a Reformade on 
*ard a Man of War. In this Station he fail’d to the 
r eights, and behav'd hinifelf hamifomly in feveral 
agagements. At Cadiz, he fought with a Spaniard, 
ho attack’d him one Day when he went afhore, 
~t the Don dead on the Place, and made his Efcape 
oard the Ship again undifeover’d. But as foon as 
le Ship return’d to England, he quitted her, on a 
t- etcnce that a younger Reformade was preferr’d 
(fore him on the Death of a Lieutenant. Whe- 
er or know this was the real Caufe is uncer- 
]in ; but from this Time he became a profefiVd 
hief. 

The fira A&ion which he perform’d in Conjunc- 
|>n with others, was the robbing Admiral Carter's 
untry-Houfe. Soon after this he and his Colli- 
des broke open the Lndy Dartmouth's Houfe on 
'art- Heath, and Role Plate to a great Value, 
lich they fold to :i Renner near Cripplegate. We 
-ntion this laft Circumftance, becaufe tue Refiner 
ve a fignnl Proof of his Exa&nefs in Trade, and 
lution of buying Ifoken Goods; for the Dav after 
e Plate was ink), a Golden Cup and Cover were 
verciled among other Things, whereas the Thieves 
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had valueil it all together as Silver, believing the 
Cup to be only gilt. When Hinton faw this AJver- 
tifement, he laid fmartlv to his Comp m ions ; IF hat 
a Rogue was this to cheat us fo ! i on Lee, there's >:o 
trufhng any Bod\\ nor any fuco 'Thing s a fair Dea- 
ler in the JHorld. This Reflection bom him, with- 
out Doubt, was very entertaining. 

Hinton was fonie Time after apprehended for this 
Robbery, and condemn’d at Maidjhne Aibzr. ; but 
bis Youth, and the interccilion of hi- Friends pro- 
cured him a Pardon. He was agiin taken up for 
breaking open and robbing the lloufe of Sir J n 
Friend lit Hackney , for wh:eh he alfo receiv'd Sen- 
tence of Death ; but was a fecond Time fo far indul- 
ged as to hare a Halter tranfmuted into Tranfporta- 
tion , in order to which he was foon after put :«b:uul 
with other Convifts. One would have thought he 
had now been fal'e enough ; for lie drew the 1 ell of 
the Convicts into a Confpiracy, to get the Ship’s 
Company under the Hatches, and nuke their F.fc:-*pe 
in the Long Boat ; w hich they effected near the Ife 
oj Wight , Hinton having fir ft beat the Captain wirli 
a Rope’s End, as a Return for being ferv’d fo him- 
lelf. 

He was no fooner afhore than he left his Compa- 
ny, and travell’d alone through the Woods and Hv- 
Ways, being in a very torn and rufly Hibit. This 
Diiuefs obliged him to fink from Iteming to begging, 
which he pra&ifed all the Way to Ilounfow-IL ath , 
telling the People a lamentable Story of his having 
been ihipwreck’d. But he foon alter’d his Tone 
when he f*w a convenient Opportunity ; for on 
Hourjloiv- Heath he unhors’d a Country Farmer. ;,nd 
mounted in his Place : Nor was it long after before 
he changed this Horfe for a better, nr.d his own rag- 
ged Suit for 'a very genteel one, with a Gentleman he 
met. 

Being now got among fome of his old Gang, they 
continued fome Months to rob on the Highway ai- 
med! every Day that pafs’d. The Buckingham firs 
Lace- men, and Stage-Coaches, in particular, were 
afraid to travel for them. Hinton by him 'elf, at 
tw « feveral Times, robb’d a Dutch Colonel of his 
Money, Horfe, Arms, and Cloak ; and another 
Gentleman, who had Courage enoug 1 to exchange a 
Piflol with him. This Gentleman Has \vouT;: v d 
in the Leg by Hinton s Fire, and our young High- 
wayman perceiving it, was io generous as 10 lend 
him his AfTiftanee, an 4 accompany him ns fir to 
within a little Way of Lpfom ; when he left him, in 
order to take Care of himfelf ; for he very much 
queilion’d whether the Gentleman would a St the 
fame generous Part, if he once had his Enemy in hi- 
Power. 

One Day, after robbing the Faftengei* in the 
Southampton Coach, they were fo clolely puifued, 
that fome of the Gang were taken; and ti.ougii 
Hinton had the good Fortune thb Time to l£:c»re 
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yet the Society being broken, he did not care to 
venture any more on the Highway alone ; whereup- 
on he return’d to his old Vocation of Houfc-break- 
ing. picking of Pocket*, dsV. till after the following 
Accident. 

An old Trench Gentlewoman had her Houfe broke 
open one Night, and fhe was found the next Morn- 
ing dead on the Floor, with her Mouth gagg’d, and 
her Chair upon her. No Body could guefs at the 
Villains ; but they found on Examination that her 
Money was all gone, and they imagin’d her Death 
might be occafioned by her falling down in that Po- 
flure : She was ty’d in the Chair, and therefore 
might eafily be ftifled. A Night was appointed for 
the Funeral, and Providence was left to difeover the 
Authors of this Tragedy. When the Company were 
got together, who were to attend the Corpfe, it was 
obferv’d by fome Body that one Dewfter, a Grand- 
fon of the old Woman’s, changed his Colour, and 
trembled, as they try’d his Gloves on. This crea- 
ted fuch a Sufpicion, that he was charged with the 
Fa& ; which he confefs’d, and impeach’d his Accom- 
plicei, among whom his own Brother, and one But- 
ler, were found guilty of the Murder and Robbery, 
and bang’d in Chains for the fame. 

Hinton was nam’d as a Party concern’d, and talk’d 
ofpublickly as fuch, yet he remain’d unapprehended 
till after the Execution of thofe above-mention’d. 
At laft he was taken and committed for fome other 
Fatt; of which being acquitted, a Bill was brought 
in again ft him for this. Dewfter , upon whofe Evi- 
dence the two former were convi&ed, was not now 
to be found ; neverthelefs, the circumftantial Proofs 
againft him were very ftrong ; for it was fworn, that 
be was lurking about the old Woman’s Houfe, and 
that he was feen to go in, and come out, at her Door 
the Night before fhe was found dead. But the Time 
that Hinton avoided being apprehended, had given 
him Opportunity to prepare againft all this ; for he 
had (ecured fo many Evidences, and their Depofitions 
were fo pofitive, and fo agreeable one to another, 
that the Court were induced to believe him innocent, 
and Difcharged him accordingly. As this was fo 
extraordinary a Cafe, it may not be difpleafing to 
our Readers, if we give fome Account of the Witnef- 
fes, and the Subftance of what they depofed. 

The firft that appeared on his Behalf wa* a well 
drefs’d young Man, who declared, That he and ano- 
ther Gentleman going through Somerfet-Houje-Yard \ 
on the Day fet forth in the Indiftment, they met 
Mr. Hinton , who had been his School-Fellow, and 
whom he was furpriz’d to find there, having been in- 
form’d that he was tranfported for Crimes ; which he 
was very forry for : That Mr. Hinton confefi’d his 
having been order’d for Tranjportation , exprefling 
at the fame Time a great Concern for his Guilt but 
that he had made his Efcape, bccaufe he was put a- 
board as a common Felon, and was now waiting to 
fee what his Friends would do for him, in order to 
his tranfporting himfelf, which he was refolv’d to do 
the firft Opportunity : That finding Mr. Hinton fo 
fenfible of his Offences, he defired his Company to 
Chelfea , intending to make ufe of the Time they were 
together to exhort him to a more regular Courfe of 
Life for the future : That Mr. Hinton accepting the 
Offer, they took Water at Somerfet-Stairs, and went 
up to the Swan at Chelfea , where they ftaid till Se- 
ven o’CIock at Night, and then came down to a Pub- 
lick Houfe on the Bank-Side , fupp’d on a Diih of 
Fowls and Bacon, ftaid there till almoft eleven ; then 
crofi’d the Water to Somerfet-Stairs, went together 
into the Strand, and there parted. 

All this he deliver’d with a very good Grace ; 
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and being afk’d how he came to remember the D 
of the Month fo exatfly ? He reply’d. That a ft 
Days after he heard a Paper of the Murder cry’d 
bout the Street, and buying it, found Mr. Hint a 
Name among the Murderers, whereupon he made' 
Memorandum in his Pocket-Book. Here lie ihew 
his Pocket-Book to the Court, and then went on t< 
ling them, That he made all the Speed he could 
his Friend that was with them, and to the WaterirH 
who carry’d them, fhew’d them both the Paper, ai 
defired them alfo to take Notice of the Day ; b 
caufe Mr. Hinton being a Man of a bad Character, 
any Rogue fhould fvveur againft him, he might \ 
hang’d for what, as they were both ienfible, n e w 
entirely innocent of. 

I he next of honeft Mr. Hinton's Evidences w 
the pretended Friend of the former, who laid, Th ; 
he faw the Prifoner and his Friend the laft Deponcn 
talk together in Somerfet-Houte laid j but knew ni 
on what Subject : That then they went to CbclfcM 
where the former Evidence was very earned with 1 
Prifoner to reform fome ill Prach’fes he had been .»ui 
ty of; That a few Days after his Friend the foruu 
Evidence came to him, defired him to take iN otic I 
of the Day they went to Chelfea , and bear in Min 
the Perfon that accoinpany’d them ; which he ci< I 
and was certain the Priloner at the Bar was t„e vu 
Man. 1 his Evidence was alfo very pofitive on ti 
other Circumftances, of their fuppirg at the Ban, | 
Side, coming over the Water together, and partu 
in the Strand at Eleven o’Ciock ai Night. 

Then the Waterman Hood up, and affirmed, Tin 
he carry’d the two Gentlemen who lpohe laft to Cht * 
fea, and a third Perfon with them. Being afk’d, 1 
the Prifoner at the Bar was that third Perfon? H 
faid his Eyes were bad ; but then going clofe to tin 
ton, he turn’d again to the Court, and anivver’d, Ye 
my Lord, this is the Gentleman. Tins Waicrjjns. 
then confirm’d all the Particulars concerning thei 
Supper, and croffing the Water at eleven oVlock 
adding, that he had mark’d down the Day of th 
Month in Chalk, at the Deiirc of the firft Witnefs. I 
'Fhe pretended Landlord of the Houfe where the’ 
fupp’d, gave in his Depofition in the fourth Place 
the Subftance of it was a Repetition of what had beei 
before faid, concerning the Supper of Bacon an* 
Fowls, and the ftaying at his Houle till almoft Elerci 
o’Ciock. The Means of his lemembring the Day o 
the Month, was his having ftarted Beer that Day 
and being very dirty when our three Gentleinei 
came. And look here, my Lord , faid he, and took 
hii Book from under his Arm, you may jee all tkt 
Days of the Month when l flatted Beer for a /cue 
while p&fl- 

The iaft of all that appeared, was a Man, who 
told the Court, That he liv’d in Burleigh Street in 
the Strand, where Mr. Hinton was his Lodger: 
That Mr. Hinton came home at Eleven o’Ciock 
on the Night mention’d in the Indictment, and that 
he not only ftaid within all that Night, but all the 
next Day, complaining that he was not very well. 
The Manner how this Witnefs remember’d the Day, 1 
was by his Landlord’s Receipt ; for he was my fure 
that he paid his Rent that Afternoon. 

It muft be acknowledg’d, that fueh a Sett of Wit- 
neftes as thii was enough to dafh Truth out of 
Countenance, nor is it at all to be wonder’d at that 
Hinton was eafily difcharged by the Court. 
The Truth of the Story might have ftill besn un- 
known, if he had not himielf been fo impudent 
as to boaft in Newgate of this Mafter-piece of in- 
vention, as he frequently call’d if, and a* every one 
muft confefs it to be j though ’tis enough at the Cine 
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7ne to make any one weep, who confiders what a on account of his fntereft air.ong the Thieves, and 
p- ’tis that fo much Wit ihould be employ’d to fo how proper it would be to take him out of tne Way 
Ja Purpofe. as toon as poflibiy they could ; the Jailor pm telling, 

hit the Storm was not yet over ; for feveral Bills that he was afraid he could not keep him a Week in 
kVC prefented againft him, for Robberies committed ' Cuftody. 

inie Counties of Surrey and Hertford , to anfwer At his Death he behav’d in an unconcerned, but 
>vch he was detain’d a Prifoner. One of his own not an impudent Manner : He pray’d for Forgivenefs 
jtr had made hinifelf an Evidence again ft him, of all he had wrong’d, and compLin’d mightily of 
made the Cafe look very doubtful ; yet even his being executed fo fuddenly as not to have Time 
it he h: j d again Hopes of efcaping, by Hopping the to prepare himfelf for Eternity. He was but juft 
\jnh of tins Fellow. Some of Hinton' s Friends turn’d of twenty one Years of Age, which made it 
Ujrtook to manage the Matter, and they threaten'd the more furpriiing, that he could hare run fuch a 
tring in feveral Jndiclinents againft their falfe Bro- Length in Villainy, as to be the common Subjed of 
jj he did not retrad in Court what he had be- Converfation at that Time. But he h^d a very re:;dy 
1 fworn ; which for his own Safety he did, pre- Wit, was full of fmart and lively Repartees, and 
c ing ch it lie h id recolleded himfelf, and that Mr* arm’d with an undaunted Refolution, fo that there 
never concern’d with him in any Robbery never was Man who leem’d more capab'e of being a 
vt ioever. dillinguifh'd Rogue thin he. Alercury among the 

v his, and the other Afliftances he receiv’d from Ancients was the God of Thieves as well as of Wit, 
iijbld Friends, brought him off with Honour at and if we confider your. g Hinton in a phyficd ALn- 
Alfizes, and he did not at all doubt but he ner, it niuft be allow’d that m every Relped his Con- 
ht!d efcape as well at Hertford , there beirg no ftitutiou was perfedly mercurial. ’Tis reported chat 
l\ ence againft hun that he knew of; fo that he declared to a Perfon, who reprov’d him for his 
eent thither with abundance of Confidence. But Pradices, and put him in mind of ar> Eftate that was 
vh his Trial came on, in Spite of all that could to come to him on theDeuh of a nearand aged Re- 
epob’d in his Favour, one of the Gentlemen lation. That if he had Five hundred Pounds a Year, 
vhn he had robb’d, .aid whom he did not exped his Propenfity to Thieving was fuch, that he believ’d 

0 ppear, fwore fo pofitively, that he was the he could never leave it off. 

tr Perfon who unhors’d him, and took away his If we may be allow’d upon fuch a Subjed to 
V,-h, that the Cuurt ft'.w Reafon to believe him. give a little Scope to Fancy, it look’d a-* if Mercury 

1 true, they began before to imagine that he had not only infpir’d him all his Days, but that the 
ea muft be concern'd in fome of thofe Things fame God even attended his dead Corpfe ro the 
ha ie got < fF of, becaufe ’tis unprecedented for Grave; for the Perfoni who brought his Body in a 

.an to be fo often accus’d, and not beat all Coach from Hertford to Mary-bo?ie y where he was 
ur: Befides, Hinton was known to be an old bury’d, were robb’d a little before they came to 
)ff ier, whicit give Room both to fufpedl the the End of their Journey ; one Woman lofing her 
vi nces he brought, and to believe that he had Gold Chain, and another a pretty deal of Money. 
3t?rfedly left oft' his Trade, though he had Art Thus have we purfued from the Cndel to the Grave, 
10 ;h to make himfelf teem innocent. In a Word, a Man whofe Perfon and Fate were lamented by tiiofe 
he Hinton frncy’d himfelf fafeft, he met with who detefted his Crimes ; a Mm who, with a 
is ferved Fate, being convided, condemn'd, and Stock of Virtue equal to his natural Endowments, 
ceced the fame Dav : A Thing feldom heard of, might have been as remarkable for his Services to 
« it this Time oceafion’d by the Judge’s the Publick, as he was render’d notorious for his • 
tis inform’d what a dangerous Perfon he was, VilLunies. 


77* LIFE of Captain WORLEY. 


f“ rIS Reign was but (hort, but his Beginning 
Hi fomewhat particular, fetting out only in a 
L L fmall open Boat, with eight others, from 
tvfork. This was as refolute a Crew as ever 
snt pon this Account ; They took with them a 
w cuits, and a dry’d Tongue or two, a little 
Water, half a dozen old Mulkets, and Am- 
un ons accordingly. Thus provided, they left 
(Work the latter End of September 1718 ; but it 
•nn be fuppofed, that fuch a Man of War as (his 
wkandertake any confiderable Voyage, or attempt 
7 uaordiaary Enterprise ; fo they flood down 


the Coaft, till they came to Delaware River, which 
is about 150 Miles dillant, and not meeting with any 
Thing in their Way, they turned up the lame River 
as high as Neu/eaftle , near which Piace they fell upon 
a Shallop belonging to George Grant , who was bring- 
ing Houihold Goods, Plate, &c. from Oppoqueriimi 
to Philadelphia ; they made Prize of the moll valua- 
ble Part of them, and let the Shallop go. This 
Fadt could not come under the Article of Pyracy, it 
not being committed frper altum Mare , upon tnc 
High Sea, therefore was a fimple Robbery only ; 
but they did not ftand for a Point of 1* w in the Cale, 
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but eafing the Shallop Mufc of his Lading, the bold 
Adventurers went down the River again in queft of 
more Booty. 

The Shallop came ftraight to Philadelphia, and 
brought the ill News thither, which alarm'd the Go- 
vernment as much as if War had been declar’d againfl 
them : Expreffes were fent to Neav York and other 
Places, and feveral Veffels fitted outagainfl this pow- 
erful Rover, but to no manner of Purpofe ; for after 
feveral Days Cruize, they all returned, without fo 
much as hearing what became of the Robbers. 

Worley and his Crew, in going down the River, 
met with a Sloop of Philadelphia , belonging to a 
Mulatto, whom they call’d Black Robin; they quit- 
ted their Boat for this Sloop, taking one ot Black 
Robin s Men along with them, as they had alfo done 
from George Grant , befides two Negroes, which en- 
creafed the Company one Third. A Day or two af- 
ter, they took another Sloop belonging to Hull , home- 
ward bound, which was fomewhat fitter for their 
Purpofe: they found aboard her Provifions and Ne- 
ceffaries, which they flood in need of, and which en- 
abled them to prcfecute their Defign, in a Manner 
more fuitable to their Wifhes. 

Upon the Success of thefe Rovers, the Governor 
ifTued out a Proclamation, for the apprehending and 
taking all Py rates, w'ho had refufed or neglected to 
furrender themfelves, by the Time limited in his 
Majefty’s Proclamation of Pardon ; and thereupon 
ordered his Majcfty’s Ship Phoenix, of 20 Gun?, 
which lay at Sandy Hook , to Sea, to cruize upon 
this Pyrate, and fccure the Trade to that, and the 
adjoining Colonies. 

In all Probability, the taking this Sloop fav'd thew* 
Bacons for this Time, tho’ they fell into the Trap 
prefen tly afterwards ; for they findiug themfelves iti 
tolerable good Condition, having a Veil’d newly 
clean'd, with Provifions, &c. they flood off to Sea, 
and fo miffed the Phanix, who expe&ed them to be 
flill on the Coaft. 

About fix Weeks afterwards they returned, having 
taking both a Sloop ar.d a Brigantine, among the Ba- 
hama Iflands ; the former they funk, and the other 
they let go : The Sloop belonged to Nemo York, and 
they thought the finking of her good Policy, to pre- 
vent her returning to tell Tales at Home. 

Worley had by this Time encreafed his Company to 
about five and twenty Men, had fix Guns mounted, 
and fmall Arms as many as were neceffary for them, 
and feem’d to be in a good thriving fort of a Way. 
He made a black Enfign, with a white Death’s Head 
in the Middle of it, and other Colours fuitable to it. 
They all figned Articles, and bound themfelves under 
a folemn Oath, to take no Quarters, but to fland by 
one another to the laft frfan, which was rafhly fulfilled 
a little afterwards. 

For going into an Inlet in North Carolina to clean, 
the Governor received Information of it, and fitted 
out two Sloops, one of eight Guns, and the other 
with fix, and about feventy Men between them. 
Worley had clean’d his Sloop, and fail’d before the 
Carolina Sloops reach’d the Place, and fleered to the 
Northward ; but the Sloops juft mentioned purfuing 
the fame Courfe, came in fight of Worley as he- was 
cruifing off the Capes of Virginia. Being in the 
Offing, he flood in as foon as he faw the Sloops, in- 


tending thereby to have cut them eff from James \ 
River ; for he verily believed they had been bound ! 
thither, not imagining, in the leall, they were in Fur- 
fuit of him. 

The two Sloops ftanding towards the C pes ai the 
fame Time, and Worley boifting his ILck Flag, titer 1 
Inhabitants of James Town were in the utme-fi Con- I 
ilernation, thinking that ali three had been P rates. J 
and that their Defign had been upon tr.em ; io th~c I 
all the Ships and Veffels that were in the Road, iv I 
in the Rivers up the Bay, had Ordeis immediately to ] 
hale into the Shore, for their Security, oreife to p re- 
pare for their Defence, if they mougijc themielv^s in I 
a Condition to fight. Soon alter two Boats, which I 
were fent out to get Intelligerce, came c.owding ir, I 
and brought an Account, chat one of the Pyrates urn I 
in the Bay, being a i'niall Sloop of fix Guns. The 
Governor (expecting ti.e reft would have follower, 
and all together have made fome Attempt to iaiu , 
for the fake ofDundei) beat to Anm, and colltclul 
all the Force that could be got together, to oppoV* 
them ; re ordered all the Guns out of the Ship?, n> 
make a Platform, and, in fhort, put the whole Co- 
lony in a warlike Poliurc; but was very much fur- 
prifed at laft, to fee all the fuppofed Py rates fighting 
with one another.^ 

The Truth of the Matter i% Worley gained the 
IEy, thinking to make lure of his two Prizes, by 
keeping them from coming in ; but by the hoiiimg 
cf the King's Colours, and firing a Gun, he quick!) 
was fenfible of his Mifu-kc, and too foon peiccivcc 
that the Tables were turned upon him ; and that 
inllead of keeping them out, he found hixnfeif by r 
iuperior Force kept in. When the Py rates faw how 
Things went, they refolutely prepared themfelves foi 
a defperate Defence ; and tho' three toot.e toe grer. 
Odds, yet Worley and his Crew determined to figh 
to the laft Gafp, and receive no Quarters, agreeabl, 
to what they had before fworn ; io that they inui 
either die or conquer upon the Spot. 

The Carolina Men gave the Pyrate a Bro^dfide 
and then Boarded him, one Sloop getting upon hi 
Quarter, and the other on his Bow ; Worley and the 
Crew drew up upon the Deck, and fought very oh 
ftinately, Hand to Hand ; fo that in a few Minutes 
abundance of Men lay weltering in their Gore. Th< 
Pyrates proved as good as tl.eir Words, not a Man 0 
them cry’d Out for Quarter, nor would accept of fuel 
when offered, but were all kill'd except the Cap tail 
and another Man, whom they referved for the GnI . 
lows, and thofe very much wounded . They wen | 
brought affiore in Irons, and the next Day, which waj 
the 17th Day of Febiuary 1718-19, they were bo: 1 1 
hanged up, for fear they fhould die, and evade ti«» 
Pumffiment which was thoughtdue to their Crimes. 1 

The Reader will fee a very good Reafon for th< I 
great Difproportion in the Length of thefe Lives 
lomo of the Pyrates having continued their Depredal j 
tions but a fhort Time, and that too in a Capacir; 1 
much inferior to others: Nor is it poffible to gn- 
long Accounts of all that may deferve it, with ar.) 
degree of Certainty ; and we chufe rather to mnkJ 
the Narrative fhort, than lengthen it with Stone || 
that have no other Foundation than our own Fancies, ( 
or, what is as little to be built upon, the many lyirj 
Reports which thefe Fellows always occafiom 
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77* LIFEsf Capt GEORGE LOWTHER, 


G eorge loivther fairdoutof the 

River of Thames, in one of the Royal vsJA 
rican Company’s Ships, called the Gambia 
I Caftle , of 16 Guns and 30 Men, Charles Rufel Com- 
mander ; of which Ship the faid Leather was fecond 
Mate. Aboard of the lame Veftel was a certain Num- 
ber of Soldiers, commanded by one John Majfey , 
who were to be carry’d to one of the Company’s 
Settlements, on the River of Gavibia, to garrifon a 
Fort, which was fomerime ago taken and deftroy’d 
by Captain Davis the Pyrate. 

I.n May 17 2\, the Gambia Caftle came fafe to 
her Port in Africa , and landed Captain MaJJey and 
his Men on James' s Ifland, where he was to com- 
mand under the Governor, Colonel IVhitney , who 
arrived there at the fame Time in another Ship : 
And here, by a fatal Mifunderftanding between the 
military Folks and the trading People, the Fort and 
Garrifon not only came to be loft again to the Com- 
pany, but a fine Galley well provided, and worth 
10,000 /. turn’d againft her Matters. 

The Names of Governor and Captain founded 
great; but when the Gentlemen found that the 
Power that generally goes along with thofe Titles 
%vas overfway’d and born down by the Merchants and 
Faftors {mechanick Fellows as they thought them) 
they grew very impatient and difatisfy’d, efpecially 
Majfey , who was very loud in his Complaints againft 
them, particularly at the fmall Allowance of Provi- 
fion to him and his Men ; for the Garrifon and Go- 
vernor to# were victualled by the Merchants, which 
was no fmall Grievance and Mortification to 
them. And the want of Eating was the only Thirg 
that made the great Sancho quit his Government, 
fo did it here rend and tare theirs to Pieces ; For 
MaJJey told them, that he did not come there to be 
a Guiney Slave, and that he had promifed his Men 
good Treatment, and Provifions fitting for Soldiers : 
That as he had the Care of fo many of his Majefty’s 
Subjects, if they would not provide for them in a 
handfome Manner, he fhould take fuitablc Meafures 
for the Prcfervation of fo many of his Countrymen 
and Companions. 

The Governor at this Time was very ifl of a Fe- 
ver, and, for the better Accommodation in his Sick- 
nefs, he was carry’d aboard the Ship Gambia Cajile y 
where he continued for about three Weeks, and 
therefore could have little to fay in this Difpute ; 
tho’ he refolv’d not to ftay in a Place where there 
was fo little Occafion for him, and where his Power 
was fo confin’d. The Merchants hnd certainly Or- 
ders from the Company, to iflue the Provifions out 
to the Garrifons ; but whether they had cut them 
fhort of^the Allowance that was appointed them, we 
can’t fay ; if they did, then was the Lofs of the Ship 
and Garrifon owing principally to their ill Condudt. 

However, an Accident that happen’d on board 
the Ship, did not a little contribute to this Mis- 
fortune ; which was a Pique that the Captain of ner 


took agaiaft his fecond Mate, George Loivther, the 
Man who is the Subject of this lkort Hiftory, and 
who, lofing his Favour, found Means to ingratiate 
himfelf into the good liking of the common Sailors, 
infomuch that when Captain Rujfl order'd him to 
be penifli’d, the Men took up Handipikcs, and threat- 
ned to knock that Man down who offered to lay 
hold of the Mate. This ferved but to widen the 
Differences between him aud the Captain, and more 
firmly attach’d Loivther to the Ship’s Company, the 
greateft Part of which he found ripe for any Mifchief 
in the World. 

Captain Majfey was not a Whit the better recon- 
cil’d to the Place by a longer Continuance, nor ta 
the Ufage he met with there ; and having often Op* 
portunities of converfing with Loivther , with whom 
he had contracted an Intimacy in the Voyage, they 
aggravated one another’s Grievances to fuch a Height, 
that they refolved upon Meafures to curb the Power 
that controul’d them, and to provide for themfelves 
after another Manner. 

When the Governor recovered of his Fever, he 
went afhore to the Ifland, but took no Notice of 
Majfey' s Behaviour, tho’ it was fuch as might give 
Sulpicion of what he dehgn’d ; and Loivther and the 
common Sailors, who were in the Secret of Affairs, 
grew infolent and bold, even refafing to obey when 
commanded to their Duty by Captain Rujfel and the 
chief Mate. The Captain feeing how Things were 
carried, goes afhore early one Morning to the Go* 
vernor and FaClory in order to hold a Council ; 
which Lowther apprehending was in order to prevent 
his Defign, he fent a Letter in the fame Boat to 
Majfey, intimating it to him, and that he Jhould re- 
pair on board , for it was high Time to put their Pro - 
j e£ i n E xecuti 0 n . 

As foon as Majfey received this Letter, he went 
to the Soldiers at the Barracks, and faid to them, and 
others, You that have a Mind to go to England, noiv 
is your Tijne. They generally confenting, MaJJey 
went to the Store-room, burft open the Door, let 
two Centinels upon it, and order’d that no Body 
fhould come near it ; then he went to the Governor’s 
Apartment, and took his Bed, Baggage, Plate, and 
Furniture; in Expectation, that the Governor him- 
felf, as he had promifed Majfey , would have gone on 
board ; which lie afterwards refufed, by Reafon, a*> 
he faid, he believed they were going a pyrating ; tho’ 
at fifft, whatever Loivther defign ’d, Majfey certainly 
propofed only the going to England. When this 
was done, he fent the Boat off to the chief Mate 
with this Meflhge, That he Jhould get the Guns ready , 
for that the King of B arro [a Negroe Kingdom near 
the Royal African Settlement] would come aboard to 
Dinner. But Loivther underitanding belt the Mean- 
ing of thole Orders, he confined the chief Mate, 
fliotted the Guns, and put the Ship in a Condition 
for failing. In the Afternoon MaJJey came on board 
with the Governor’s Son, having lent off rdl the Pro- 
4 LI vifions 
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vifions of the Ifland, and eleven Pipes of Wine, lea- 
ving only two half Pipes in the Store-houfe, and dif- 
mounting all the Guns of the Fort. 

in the Afternoon they weigh’d one Anchor, but 
fearing to be too late to get out of the River, they 
flipped the other, and fo fell down.; in doing of 
wnicn, they run the Ship a-ground. Maffey fliew’d 
Jiimfelf a Soldier upon this Accident ; for as foon 
•as the Misfortune happen’d, he left the Ship v/ith a- 
bout iixteen Hands, and row’d diredly to the Fort, 
remounted the Guns, and kept Garrifon there 11 
tae Night, while the Ship was aihore ; and obliged 
iome of the Fader y to nihil in getting her clear, in 
the mean while Buffet came oft, but not being fuffer - 
cd to come on board, he called to Lowther, and 
offer’d him and the Comp ny whatever Terms they 
wou.d accept oi, upon condition of furrendering^ 


Ship ; but this had no Fffed upon any 


The Articles of Captain George Low t her, and his 
Company. 


ing another to the Value of a Shilling, fall f/f 
what Punijhment the Captain and majy.iij of th 
Company Jhall think fit . 

6. He that Jhall have the Misfortune to hfe I 
Limb , in Lime of Engagement , Jhall have the Hum t 
One hundred and fifty Pounds Sterlings and retnu 
with the Company as lorg as he jhall t /.ink fit , 

7. Good Quarters Jhall always be given wbe 
call'd for . 

S. He that fees ti Sail fir fit jhall have the be i 
Pifiol, or final l Arms on board her. 




In the Morning they got her afloat, and 
Ida fix and his Men came aboard, having nailed up 
ana cliiitiouuted a 1 t e Cannon of the Fort : They 
p ;t u.e Gowrnci - Son, and two or three others 
;..ho:e, w h ) were not willing to go without the Go- 
vernor, cind fail’d oat of the River, having exchang’d 
Shot with the Martha , Otter , igc. that lay 
ti ere, without doing Execution on either Side. 

When the the Ship came out to Sea, Lowther call’d 
up ad the Company, and told them, That it was the 
oreatcjl Folly imaginable to think of returning to Eng- 
land ; for what they had already done, could not be 
jufiifx'd upon any Pretence whatfoever , but would 
be look'd upon , in the Eye of the Law, as a capital 
Offence, and none of them were in a Condition to 
withjland the Attacks of fiuch powerful Adverjaries , 
as they would meet with at Home . For his Part , 
he told them, he was determined not to run finch a 
Hazard, and therefore if his Propofol was not a- 
greed to, he defired to be Jet ajhore in fome Place of 
Safety: T hat they had a good Ship under them, a 
Parcel of bra ve Follows in her ; that it was not 
their Bufviefs to jlrave , or be made Slaves ; and 
therefore, if they were all of his Mind, they Jhould 
feek their Fortunes upon the Seas, as other Adven • 
turers had done before them . They one and all 
came into the Meafurcs, knocked down the Cabins, 
made the Ship Audi fore and aft, prepared black 
Colours, new nam’d her The Delivery, having a- 
bout 50 Hands and 16 Guns ; and then the follow- 
ing fhort Articles were drawn up, flgned, and fworn 
to, upon the Bible. 


■T H E Captain is to have two full Shares ; the 


Majler is to have one Share and a half ; 
the Do SI or. Mate , Gunner, and Boatfwain , one 
Share and a quarter . 

2. He that Jhall befound guilty of taking up any un- 
lawful Weapon on board the Privateer , or any Prize 
by us taken, fo as to Jirike or abufe one another , in 
any regard , Jhall fuffer what Punijhment the Cap- 
tain and majority of the Company Jhall think fit . 

3. He that Jhall be found guilty of Cowardice in 
the Time of Engagement, Jhall fuffer what Punijh- 
ment the Captain and majority jhall think fit. 

4. If any Gold, Jewels, Silver , See. he found on 
board of any Prize or Prizes, to the Value of a 
Piece of Eight, and the Finder do ?iot deliver it to 
the fjuarter-mafler, in the Space of 24 Hours , he 
(hall buffer what P uni foment the Captain and majori- 
ty Iha 'll think fit . 

5. lie that is found guilty of Gaming, or Defraud- 
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It w as on the 13th of June that Lowther left th* 1 
Settlement, and on the zotn, bci jg t, on within 2c 
Leagues of Bat badocs, he came up with n Br g n : i : . e 
belonging to Bofion, called the Charles, Jan.cs Doug 
las Maker, which they plunder’d in a p .rutic;u Man 
ner, and let the Veil'd go ; but lea ft fhe lhouid inee 
with any of the Station Ship , and fo give Infunna 
tion of the Robbery, in Terrorem, to pi event a Fur 
iuit, Lowther contrived si fort of;; Certificate, which 
he directed the A'! after to (hew to their Contort, i 
tney fh Juki meet with her; and upon S‘ ht of i 
the Bri gmtine would pafs unmoiefkd : Th s Con 
(orr, he pretended, was a 40 Gun Ship, and cruif 
ing thereabouts. 

After thi: the Dd'very proceeded to Hifpaniola 
near the Welt End oi ne Ifimd fhe met v.irn a Frenrt. ] 
Sloop louden Vvitii Wire and ihandy. Aboard 0 
this Veil'd went C pram M.fi-y r.s a Merchant, anc I 
ask’d me Pi ice of ore 'i hu g, and then another 
biddii g Money fo: the gr aa.t Par: of her Ca»gO;| 
but alter lie ..ad trdicd a whi c, he whiiper’d a Se- 
cret in the Frenchman's Ear, viz. That they n.ujl 
have it all without Money. Morferr prelemly un- 
de rltood their Meaning, and tir.w Fling’/ agreed tc 
the Bargain. They took out of her thirty Cafks ol • 
Brandy, five Hcglheads of Wine, feveral Pieces ol 
Chintzes, and other valuable Goods, and r.bmu 70 1 A 
Engl iff, in Money ; of which Lowther gene rcu fly re*! 
turned five Pounds back to the French Mailer lor hisfl 
Civilities. 

But as all Confutations grow oil, and thereby 
fhake and totter, lo did their Commonwealth, in a- 
bout a Month of its Age, feel Commotions, and 
inteftine Difturbances, by the Di vifions of its Mem- 
bers, which nad near hand terminated in its Deftruc- 
tion : Thele civil Difcords were owing to die fol* 
lowing Occafion. Captain Maffey had been a Sol- 
dier almoft from his Infancy, but was very indiffe- 
rently acquainted with maritime Affairs, and having 
an enterprifing Soul, nothing could fatisfy him, but 
he mult be doing Bufmefs in his own Way ; there- 
fore he required Lovjther to let him have thirty 
Hands to land with, and he would attack the French 
Settlements, and bring aboard the Devil and all of 
Plunder. 

Lowther did all that he could do, and laid all that 
he could fay, to difi'uade Maffey from fo rafh and 
dangerous an Attempt ; pointing out to him the Ha- 
zard the Company would run, and the Confcquences 
to them all, if he lhouid not lucceed, and the little 
Likelihood there was to expect Succefs from the 
Undertaking: But ’twasall one lor that, Majjey 
would go and attack the French Settlements, for 
any thing Lowther could fay again ll it ; io tnat he 
was obliged to propole the Abater to the Com- 
pany, among whom Maffey found a few Fellows as 
relolute as himfelf; however, a great JV 1 . jority being 
againft it, the Affair was over ruled in Oppolition to 
tne Captain. Upon this Majjey grew frattious, quar- 
relkl with Lowther, and the Men divided into Par- 
ties, fome Tiding with the Laud Pyrate, and fome 
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tvith the Sea Rover, and were all ready to fall toge- 
ther by the Ears. 

In the Midfl of this Squabble the Man at the Mafl- 
he.J cry’d out, a Sail! a Sail ! then they gave over 
the Difpute, fet all their Sails, and fleer’d after the 
Cnace. In a few Hours they came up with her, fta 
being a fmall Ship from Jamaica, bound to Eng- 
land ; they took what they thought fit out of her, 
and a Hand or two, and then Lowther was for fink- 
ing the Ship, with feveral Paffengers that were in 
her; for what Reafon no body knows ; but Maf- 
fex interpofed in this Affair, prevented their cruel 
I F Ac, and the Ship fafdy arrived afterwards in Eng- 
land. 

Tne next Day they took a finall Sloop, an inter- 
loping Trader, which they detain’d with her Cargo. 

I All this while Majfey was uneafy, and declared his 
I R delation to leave them ; and Lowther finding him 
I a very trouble, oi/ic M.n to de il wirn, consented that 
I hHh ) d i t 'e tne Sloop hi made Prize of, with what 
I Hindi h:.d a Mind to go with him, and fltift for 
himfelf. Whereupon Majfey, with about ten more 
I MaUcacte- .5, goes aboard the Sloop, and comes a- 
I vp> in her an :t:v for Jamaica . 

| KotwithiLiuiing what had p-iffcd, Captain Majfey 
I puts ! ho ? j F. :.e upon the Matter, and goes to Sir 
I N.c’schts Lax s, tne Governor, informs him of his 
I leaving Low.-tr the Pirate, owns. That he a fifed 
i'i gain* off with the Ship , at the Rimer Gambia ; 
fcjt I- id. 'twas to fave fo mam; of his Maje/ly's Snh- 
j eels f om perijhing ; and that his Dejtgn was to re - 
I turn to England, till Lovvther, confyiring with the 
I greater Part of the Company, went a pirating with 
[the Ship ; upon which , he had taken this Opportunity 
to leave him , and fur render himfelf and Vejfel to his 
Excellency. 

Majfey was very well received by the Governor, 
and had his Liberty given him, with a Promife of 
hR Favour, and fo forth ; and, at his own Requefl, 
ha was 'enton board the happy Sloop, Captain Laws, 
toernifeoff Hifpaniola for Low the r ; but not being 
fo fortunate as to meet with him. Captain Majfiy re- 
turnee. b.'ck to Jamaica in the Sloop, and getting a 
ICeruftacc, and n Supply of Money, from the Gover- 
nor, he came home Paffenger to England. 

When Majfey came to Town, he writes a long 
[I ei“er :o the Deputy Governor and Directors of the 
■ A dean Company, wherein he imprudently relates 
I the wnole Tranfinftions of his Voyage, the going off 
with the Snip, aud the Adis of Pyracy he had com- 
mitted with Lovcther ; but excufe. it as Ralhncfs and 
Inadvertency in himfelf, occafioned by his being ill 
* ufed, contrary to the Promiles that had been made 
him, and the Expectations he had entertained. He 
own’d however, that he aeferved to die for what he 
had done ; yet, if they had Generofity enough to 
i forgive him, as he was flill capable to do them Ser- 
vice, as a Soldier, fo lie would be very ready to do 
it ; but if they refolved to profecute him, he begg’d 
only this Favour, that he might not be hang’d like a 
(Dog, but fuffer’d to die likr a Soldier, as he had 
'been bred from his Childhood ; that is, that he 
might be fhot. 

* This was the Subfiance of the Letter, which, how- 
ever, did not produce fo favourable an Anfwer as he 
hoped for, Word being brought back to him, That 
‘ be jhould he fairly bang'd. Upon this, Majfey xz- 
1 olved not to go out of the Way, when he found what 
mportant Occafton there was likely to be for him, 
l>ut takes a Lodging in Alderfgate-flreet , and the 
liext Day goes to rhe Lord Chief Juflice’s Chambers, 

•ir.d enquires, if my Lord had granted a Warrant a- 
Hainfl Captain John Majfey for Pyracy. Being told 
l>y the Clerks, that they knew of no fuch Thing, he 


inform’d them, he was the Man, that my Lord would 
foon be applied to for that Purpofe, and the Officer 
might come to him at fuch a Place, where he lodg’d : 
They took the Dire&ion from him in Writing, and 
in a tew Days, a Warrant being iffued, the T ipiL.fT 
went direttly, by his own Information, and appre- 
hended him, without any other Trouble than wJk- 
ing to his Lodging. 

There was tnen no Perfon in Town to charge him 
with any Fa&, upon which he couH be commit red ; 
nor could the Letter be proved to be ho H nd wri- 
ting, fo that they had been obliged to Jet Li:.: rrj a- 
gnm, it he tad not helped his Accufers out at a Pu M/ 

1 he Magiflrnte was reduced to tne putting of this 
Queflion to him ; Did you write t' is Letter? Ke 
anfwer’d, I did : And not only that, but conldfld J 1 
tne Contents of it ; upon which, he wis committed 
to Newgate , but was iitterw^rA. admitted to .1 hun- 
dred Pounds Bail, or thereabouts. 

On tlie 5th of July 1^23, he brought to his 
Tryal, at a Court of Admira.ty i c’d at me Old P, t /- 
Icy, when Captain Ruffe l. Gov. , or H’litnep s Sou, 
and others, appeared as Evidence., by whom the In' 
didment was plainly proved r.gamil ii.m - tho’ if 
this had not been done, me Capt in w:.s of fuch rn 
heroick Spirit, that, in ail prob .bihry, he would have 
denied nothing ; for in dead cf making DeTrce, he 
only entertain’d the Couit with r. lorj* r u : ,>f 
liis Expedition, from the firfl letting o *, to 4 .: Re- 
turn to England , mentioning tuo AcL of i . cv 
committed by him, whicn lie w;.: not cn .ved \ 
often challenging the Evidences to contrA-hS. in., 
if in any Thing lie related the lead L T n:ruu ; :a L a:- 
flead of denying the Crimes fet forth in tne l„Y£i- 
ment, he charged himfelfwith variou CircumtaiKes, 
whicli fixed the Fadls more home upon him. Upon 
the whole, the Captain was found Guilty, received 
Sentence of Death, and was executed three Weeks, 
after, at Execution Dock. 

We return now to Lowthcr , whom we leftcrui- 
fing off Hifpaniola, from wher.ee lie f ly ’d to Wind- 
ward, and near Porto Rico, chafed txo Sail, ard 
fpoke wi til them ; they pioved to be a tatal Prijl l 
Ship, commanded by Ci.prain Smith, r.nd a Spani/a 
Py rate, who had made Prize of tne laid Snip. Low- 
ther examined the Spaniard's Authority, for t.fcirg 
an Englijb Veffel, and threatened to put every M. n 
of them to death, for fo domg ; fo that the Spaniards 
fancied themfelves in a very pitiful Condition, nil 
Matters clear’d up, and then they foend their Ma- 
flers as great Rogues as themfelves, from whom feme 
Mercy might be expefted, in regard to the near Re- 
lation they flood with them, to their Profeffon. 

In ihort, Lowther firfl rifled, and then burnt boih 
the Ships, fending t lie Spaniards away in their 
Launch, and turning all the Enzlijb Sailors into 
Pyrntcs. 

Afte® a few Days Cruife, Lowther took a fmTI 
Sloop belonging to St. Ghrijlophers , which they 
mann’d and carried along with them to :i fm..il 
Ifland, where they cleaned, ar.d fluid forn.c Time to 
take their Divcrfions ; which confilled in urh:e..:d of 
Debaucheries, with drinking, fwearing, ar.d rioting, 
in which there feem’d to be a kind of Emulation a- 
mong them, they refembling rather DevT ti.;:u Men, 
ar.d miving who fhovdd out go the ref: in new invent- 
ed Oaths and Execrations. 

They nil got aboard about Chrijlmas, chfc: ving 
neither Times nor Seafons for perpetrating their vil- 
lainous Attions, and failed towards the Bay of Hon- 
duras ; but flopping at the Grand Caimanes, for Wa- 
ter, they met with a fmal! Veffel with 13 Hands, in 
the fame honourable Employment with themfelves ,* 
the Captain of this Gang was one Edward Low, 
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w hofe Life Will be inferted in this Colle&ion. Low* 
tbcr received them as Friends, and treated them with 
all imaginable Reefpeft, inviting them, as they were 
few in Number, and in no Condition to purfue 
the Account (as they called it) to join their Strength 
together ; which on the Confederation aforefaid, was 
accepted of, Lowther ftill continuing Commander, 
and Low being made Lieutenant: The Vcffe! the 
new Pirates came out of, they funk, and the Confe- 
derates proceeded on the Voyage that Lowther before 
intended. 

On the roth of January, the Pyrates came into 
the Bay, and fell upon a Ship of 200 Tun, called 
the Greyhound, Benjamin Ed-war ds Commander, be- 
longing to B oft on. Lowther hoifted his pyratical 
Colours, and fired a Gun for the Greyhound to bring 
to ; which file refufing, the Happy Delivery (the 
Name of the Pyrate) edg’d down, and gave her a 
Broad fide, which was returned by Captain Edwards 
very bravely, and the Engagement held for an Hour ; 
but Captain Edwards finding the Pyrate too ftrong 
for him, and fearing the Confequence of too obfti- 
nate a Refinance againit thofe lavvlefs Fellows, or- 
dered his Enfign to be (truck. The Pyrates Boat 
came aboard, and not only rifled the Ship, but 
whipp’d, beat, and cut the Men in a cruel Manner, 
turned them aboard their own Ship, and then fet 
Fire to theirs. 

In cruifing about the Bay, they met and took fe- 
veral other VefTels without any Refinance, viz. two 
Brigantines of Bo ft on in New England , one of which 
they burnt, and funk the other ; a Sloop belonging 
to Connecticut , Captain Airs , which theyalfo burnt ; 
a Sloop of Jamaica, Captain Hamilton, which they 
took for their own Life ; a Sloop of Virginia they 
unladed, and were fo generous as to give her back 
to the Matter that own’d her. They took a Sloop of 
100 Tun, belonging to Rhode IJland , which they 
were pleas’d to keep, and mount with eight Carriage, 
and ten Swivel Guns. 

With this little Fleet, viz. Admiral Lowther, in 
the Happy Delivery ; Captain Low, in the Rhode 
Jftand Sloop ; Captain Harris (who was fecond Mate 
in the Greyhound when taken) in Hamilton's Sloop; 
and the little Sloop formerly mentioned, ferving as 
•a Tender ; I fay, with this Fleet the Pyrates left the 
Bay, and came to Fort Mayo in the Gulph of Mati- 
que] and there made Preparations to careen ; they 
carried afhore all their Sails, and made Tents by the 
Water fide, wherein they laid their Plunder, Stores 
Z$c. and fell to work ; and at the Time that the 
Ships were upon the Heel, and the good Folks em- 
ploy’d in heaving down, ferubbing, tallowing, and 
io forth, of a fudden came down a confiderable Body 
of the Natives and attack’d the Pyrates unprepared. 
As they were in no Condition to defend themfelves, 
they fled to their Sloops, leaving them Matters of the 
Field and the Spoil thereof, which was of great Va- 
lue, and fet Fire to the Happy Delivery, their capi- 
tal Ship. 

Lowther made the beft Provifion he could in the 
large tt Sloop, which he called the Ranger, having 
ten Guns and eight Swivels ; and lhe failing bett, the 
Company went all aboard of her, and left the other 
nt Sea. Provifion was now very fhort, which, with 
the late Lofs, put them in a confounded ill Humour, 
infomuch that they were now and then going toge- 
ther by the Ears, laying the Blame of their ill Con- 
duct fometimes upon one, then upon another. 

The Beginning of May 1722, they got to the Weft- 
Indus, and near the Ifland of Defeada they took a 
Brigantine, one Payne Matter, that afforded them 
what they flood in need of, which put them in bet- 


ter Temper, and Bufinefs feemed to go on well a- 
gain. After they had pretty well plundered the Bri- 
gantine, they fen t her to the Bottom. They went 
into the Jfland and watered, and then flood to the 
Northward, intending to vifit the Main Coatt of 
America. 

In the Latitude of 38 they took a Brigantine, cal- 
led the Rebecca of Bofton, Captain Smith, bound thi- 
ther from St. Chriftophers. At the taking of this 
Veflel, the Crews divided ; for Low, whom Loiu- 
ther joined at the Grand Cairn a ties, proving always a 
very unruly Member of the Commonwealth, conti- 
nually afpiring, and never fatisfy'd with the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commander, he thought it the fafeft 
Way to get rid of him, upon any Terms ; and, ac- 
cording to the Vote of the Company, they parted 
the Bear Skin between them : Low with 44 Hands 
went aboard the Brigantine, and Low they with the 
fame Number (laid in the Sloop; and fo they 
feparated that very Night, being the 28th of May 
1722. 

Low t her proceeded on his Way to the Main Coatt, 
took three or four fifhing Veflel s off New York, 
which was no great Booty to the Captors. On the 
3d. of June, they met with a fm 11 AWv England 
Ship, bound home from Barbadscs , which flood 
an Attack a fmall Time, but finding it to no Pur- 
pofe, yielded herfelf a Prey to the Booters : The 
Pyrates took out of her fourteen Hoglheads of Rum, 
fix Barrels of Sugar, a large Box of Englifh Goods, 
feveral Cafks of Loaf Sngi r, a conquerable Quanr 
tity of Pepper, fix Negroes, befides a Sum of Mo- 
ney and Plate, and then let her go on her Voy- 
age. 

The next Adventure was not fo fortunate for 
them; for coming pretty near the Coatl of South 
Carolina, they met with a Ship juft come out, on 
her Voyage to England ; Lowther gave her a Gun, 
and hoifted his pyratical Colours ; but this Ship, 
which was called the Amy\ happening to have a brave 
gallant Man to command her, who was not any ways 
daunted with that terrible Enfign, the black Flag 
he, inftead of ftriking immediately, as it was expec- 
ted, let fly a Broadfide at the Pyrate. Lowther (not 
at all pleafed with the Compliment, though he put 
up with it for the prefen t) was for taking Leave ; but 
the Amy getting the Pyrate between her and the 
Shore, flood after him to clap him aboard ; to pre- 
vent which, Lowther run the Sloop a-ground, and 
landed all the Men with their Arms. Captain Gwat - 
kins, .. - Laptain of the Amy, was obliged to (land 
ofF, for fear of running his own Ship afhore ; but at 
the fame Time thought fif, for the publick Good, to 
deftroy the Enemy ; and thereupon went into the 
Boat, and rowed towards the Sloop, in order to fet 
her on Fire ; but before he reached the Veflel, a fa- 
tal Shot from Lowther s Company afhore, put an 
End to their Defign and Captain Gwatkins' s Life. 
After this unfortunate Blow, the Mate returned a- 
board with the Boat, and, not being inclined to 
purfue them any farther, took Charge of the Ship. 

Lowther got off the Sloop after the Departure of 
the Amy, and brought all his Men aboard again, 
but was in a poor fhattered Condition, having fuf- 
fered much in the Engagement, and had a great many 
Men kill’d and wounded : He made Shift to get into 
an Inlet fomewhere in Nor A) Carolina, where he 
ftaid a long while before he was able to put to Sea 
again. 

He and his Crew laid up all the Winter, and 
fhifted as well as they could an.ong the Woods, di- 
vided themfelves into fmal! Parties, and hunted gene- 
rally in the Day time, killing bUck Cattle, Hogs &V. 
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for their Subfiftence, and in the Night retired to their 
Tents and Huts, which the/ made tor Lodging ; and 
fometimes, when the Weather grew very cold, they 
would flay aboard of their Sloop. 

In the Spring of the Year 1723, they made Shift 
to get to Sea, and fleered their Courfc for Newfound- 
land, and upon the Banks took a Scooner, call'd the 
Swift, John Hood Mafter ; they found a good Quan- 
tity of Proeifions aboard her, which they very much 
wanted at that Time, and after taking three of their 
Hands, and plundering her of what they thought ft, 
they let her depart. They took feveral other Veflels 
upon the Banks, and in the Harbour, but none of 
any great Account ; and then fleering for a warmer 
Climate, in Augujl they arrived at the Weft-Indies. 
In their PaiTage thither they met with a Brigantine, 
called the John and Elizabeth, Richard Stanny Ma- 
iler, bound for Bofton, which they plundered, took 
two of her Men, and difcharged her. 

Lowtber cruifed a pretty while among the Iflands 
without any extraordinary Succefs, and was reduc'd 
to a very fmall Allowance of Provifions, till they 
had the Luck to fall in with a Martinico Man, which 
proved a feafonable Relief to them ; and after that a 
Guiney Man had the ill Fortune to become a Prey to 
the Rovers ; fhe was called the Princefs , Captain 
Wickfted Commander. 

It was now thought neceflary to look out for a 
Place to clean their Sloop in, and prepare for new 
Adventures : Accordingly the Ifland of Blanco was 
pitched upon for that Purpofe, which lies in the La- 
titude of n° 50 m. N. about 30 Leagues from 
the Main of the Spanijh America , between the Iflands 
of Margarita and Rocas, and not far from Tortuga. 

It is a low even Ifland, but keSlthy and dry, unin- 
habited, and about two Leagues in Circumference, 
with plenty of Lignurn Vitas Trees thereon, grow- 
ing in Spots, with Thrubby Buftie* of other Wood a- 
bout them. There are, befides Turtle, great Num- 
bers of Guanoes , which is an amphibious Creature 
like a Lizard, but much larger, the Bady of it being 
as big as a Man’s Leg : They are very good to eat, 
and are much ufed by the Pyrates that come here : 
They are of divers Colours, but fueh as live npon 
dry Ground, as here at Blanco , are commonly yel- 
low. On the North-weft End of this Ifland, there 
is a fmall Cove of Tandy Bay ; all round the reft of 
the Ifland is deep Water, and fteep clofe to the Ifland. 
Hither Lowtber relorted to, about the Beginning of 
OSlober , unrigged his Sloop, fent his Guns, Sails, 
Rigging, &c. afhore, and put his Veflel upon the 
Careen. The Eagle Sloop of Barbadoes , belonging 
to the South Sea Company, with 35 Hands, com- 


manded by Walter Moore , coming near this Ifland, 
in her Voyage to Comena , on the Spanijh Continent, 
faw the laid Sloop juft careen’d, with her Guns out, 
and Sails unbent, which fhefuppofed to be a Pyrate, 
becaufe it was a Place where Traders did not com- 
monly ufe, and fo took the Advantage of attacking 
of her, as fhe was then unprepared. The Eagle 
having fired a Gin to oblige her to fhew her Colours, 
the Pyrates hoifted the St. George's Flag at their 
Topmaft-Head, as it were to bid Defiance to her ; 
but when they found Moore and his Crew refolved to 
board them in good Earneft, the Pyrates cut their 
Cable, and hawled their Stern on Snore, which ob- 
liged the Eagle to come to an Anchor a- thwart her 
Ilawfre, where fhe engaged them till they called for 
Quarter and ftruck, at which Time Lowtber and 
twelve of the Crew made their Efcape out of the 
Cabin Window. The Mailer of the Eagle got the 
Pyrate Sloop off, fecured her, and went alhoie v\irh 
25 Hands, in Purfuit of Lcwtker and his Gang, hue 
after five Days Search, they could find but five of 
them, which they brought aboard, and then pro- 
ceeded with the Sloop and Pyrates to Comma afore- 
faid, where they foon arrived. 

The Spanijh Governor, being informed of this 
brave A6lion, condemned the Sloop to the Captors, * 
and fent a fmall Sloop with 23 Hands to fcour the 
Bufhes, and other Places of the Ifland of Blanco , 
for the Pyrates that remained there, and took four 
more, with feven fmall Arms, leaving behind theiu 
Captain Lowther , three Men, and a little Boy, 
which they could not take ; the above four the Spa- 
niards try 'd, and condemned to Slavery for Life; 
three to the Gallies, and the other to the Caille of 
Arraria. 

The Eagle Sloop brought all their Prifoners af- 
terwards to St. Chriftophers , where the following 
were try’dby a Court of Vice Admiralty, there neld 
March the itth, 1722, <1 iz. John Churchill , Ed- 
ward Mackdonald, Nicholas Lewis , Richard Weft , 
Samuel Levercott , Robert White , John Shaw , An- 
drew Hunter , Jonathan Delve, Matthew Freebarn , 
Hc'try IJ atfon , Roger Grange , Ralph Candor , and 
Robert Wills . The three lait were acquitted, the 
other eleven were found Guilty, two of which were 
recommended to Mercy by the Court, and accord- 
ingly pardoned ; and the reft executed at that Ifland, 
on the 20th of the fame Month. 

As for Captain Lowther , it is faid, that he after • 
wards ftiot himfelf upon that fatal Ifland, whore his 
Pyracies ended, being found, by fome Sloop’s Men, 
dead, and a Piftol burft by his Side. 
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The LIFE of Captain SPRIGGS. 


S PR7QGS fail’d with Low for a pretty 
while, and came away from Lowther along 
with him ; he was Quarter-Mailer to the Com- 
pany, and confequently, had a great Share in all the 
Barbarities committed by that execrable Gang, till 
the Time they parted ; which was about Chriftmas 
1723 ; when Low took a Ship of twelve Guns on 
the Coaft of Guiney , call’d the Delight , (formerly 
the Squirrel Man of War,) commanded by Captain 
Hunt. Spriggs took pofleflion of this Ship with 
ciehteen Men, left Low in the Night, and came to 
the Weft Indies . This Separation was occafion’d by 
a Quarrel with Low, concerning a Piece of juitice 
to be executed upon one of the Crew, for killing a 
Man in cold Blood; Spriggs infilling that he fhould 
be hang’d, and the other that he fhould not. 

A Day or two after they parted, Spriggs was 
chofen Captain by the reft, and a black Enfign was 
made, which they call’d Jolly Roger, with the fame 
Device that Captain Low carry’d, viz. a white 
Skeleton in the Middle of it, with a Dart in one 
Hand, ftriking a bleeding Heart, and in the other 
an Hour-Glafs ; when this was finifh’d and hoifted, 
they fired all their Guns to falute their Captain 
and themfelves, and then look’d out for Prey. 

In their Voyage to the Weft- Indies, thefe Py rates 
took a Portuguefe Bark, wherein they got valuable 
Plunder ; but not contented with that alone, they 
faid they would have a little Game with the Men, 
and lo order’d them a Sweat, more for Diverfion 
of thefe brutal Wretches than the poor Man’s Health. 
WJiat they mean by a Sweat is performed after this 
Manner. They flick up lighted Candles circularly 
round thcMizon-Mall, between Decks, within which 
the Patients one at a Time enter: Without the 
Candles the Pirates poll themfelves, as many as can 
Hand, forming another Circle, and armed with Pcn- 
Knives, Tucks, Forks, Compares, &V. and as he 
runs round and round, the Mnfick playing at the 
iame Time, they prick him with thofe Inliruments. 
This ufually lafts for ten or twelve Minutes, which 
is as long as the miferable Man can fupport himfelf. 
When the Sweating was over, they gave the Portu - 
guefe their Boat, with a fmall Quantity ofProvifi- 
ons, and fet their VefTel on Fire. 

Near the Ifland of St. Lucia, they took a Sloop 
belonging to Barhadoes, which they plundered, and 
then burnt ; forcing fome of the Men to fign their 
Articles ; the others they beat and cut in a barbar- 
ous Manner, becaufe they lefufe to take on with 
the Crew, and then fent them away in the Boat, 
In which they all got fafe afterwards to Barhadoes. 

The next was a Martinico Man, the Crew of 
which they ferved as bad as they had done the others, 
but did not burn the Ship. Some Days afterwards, 
in running down to Leeward, they took one Cap- 
tain Hawkins, coming from Jamaica , laden chief- 
ly with Logwood ; they took out of this VcfTel, 


Stores, Arms, Ammunition, and feveral other Things, 
as they thought fit ; and what they did not want 
they threw over-board or deflroy’d : They cut the 
Cables to Pieces, knock’d down the Cabins, broke 
all the Windows, and in fhort took .all the Pains in 
the World to be mifehievous. They took by Force, 
out of her, Mr. Burridge and Mr. Stephens, the 
two Mates, and fome other Hands ; and after de- 
taining the Ship from the twenty fecond of March, 
to the twenty ninth, they let her go. On the twen 
ty feventh they took a Rhode- Iftand Sloop, Captain 
Pike, and ail J is Men were oblig’d to go aboard the 
Fyrate; but the Mate, being a grave i'ober Man, 
and not inclinable to Hay, they told him, he fhould 
hrve his Difcharge, and that it fhould be immediate- 
ly writ on his Back ; whereupon, he was ientenced 
to receive ten Lafhcs from every Man in the Snip, 
which was rigoroufly put in Execution. 

The next Day Mr. Burtidge, Captain Hawkin' s 
Mate, fign’d their Articles, which was fo agreeable 
to them (he being a good Artilt and Sailor) that 
they gave three Huzza’s, fir’d all the Guns in the 
Ship, and appointed him M.ifler : The Day was 
fpent in boiiterous Miith, roaring and drinking of 
Healths, among which was that of King George the 
II. For now and then thefe Gentry are provok’d to 
fudden Fits of Loyalty, by the Expectation of an 
ACt of Grace, which they thought would be pail at 
the Acceffion of his prefect Majeity to the Throne, 
who was then Prince of Wales, it feems Captain 
Pike had heard at Jamaica by miflake, that the late 
King was dead, fo the Pyrates immediately hoift- 
ed their Enfign Half-Mail (the Death Signal) and 
proclaimed his Royal Hfglmefs, faying, They doubt* 
etl not but there would be a ge?ieral Pardon in a 
twelve Month , which they would embrace and come 
in upon ; but if they Jhould be excepted out of it, 
they would murder every Engl ifh man that Jhould fall 
into their Hands. 

The fecond of April, they fpy’d a Sail, and gave 
her Chace till twelve o’CIock at Night : The°Py- 
rates believed her to be a Spaniard, and fo when 
they came clofe up to her, they difeharg’d a Broad- 
fide, with fmall and great Shot, which was follow- 
ed by another : but the Ship making a lamentable 
Cry for Quarters, they ceas’d firing, and ordered 
the Captain to come aboard ; which he did ; but 
how diiappointed the Rogues were when they found 
’twas their old Friend Captain Hawkins, whom 
they had fent away three Days before, worth not 
one Fenny f This was fuch a Baulk to them, that 
they rtfolved he fhould fufFer for falling in their 
Way, tho' it was fo contrary to his own Inclina- 
tions. About fifteen of them furrounded the poor 
Man with fharp Cutblhes, and fell upon him, where- 
by he was foon laid flat on the Deck. At that lo- 
ibnt Burridge flew amongft the thickefl of tne Vil- 
lains, and begg’d earneflJy for his Life, upon whofe 
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•queft it was granted. They were now moft of 
n drunk, as is ufual at this time of Night, fo 
,:y unanimoufty agreed to make a Bonfire of Haw- 
,,’s Ship, which was immediately done, and in 
If an Hour fhe was all of a Blaze. 

After this, they wanted a little more Diverfion, 
d fo Captain Hawkins was fent for down to the 
.bin to Supper : What fhouid the Provifion be, 
t a Difh of Candles, which he was forced to eat j 
ving a naked Sword and a Piftol held to his Breafi 
the while ; when this was over, they buffeted 
n about for fome Time, and fent him forward a- 
:ingft the other Prifoners, who had been treated 
th the fame Delicacies. 

Two Days afterwards, they anchor’d at a little 
inhabited Jfiand, call’d Rattan , near the Bay of 
7 nduras, and put afhore Captain Hawkins , and 
/eral other Men ; one of which was his PafTenger, 
10 dy’d there of the Hardfhips he underwent, 
hey gave them Powder and Ball, and a Mufquet, 
th which they were to fhift as they could, fading 
/ay the next Day for other Adventures. 

Captain Hawkins , and his unfortunate Compa- 
ss, ftaid nineteen Days upon this Ifund, fupply- 
r themfelves with both Fifh and Fowl, fuch as 
?y were. At the End of that Time came two 
en in a Canoe, that had been left upon another 
aroon Ifland near Bcnacca, who carry ’d the Com- 
ny at feveral Times thither, it being more con- 
sent in having a good Well of frelh Water, and 
:nty of Fifh, 5 >V. Twelve Days afterwards they 
r *d a Sloop off at Sea, which, upon their making 
p-eat Smoke, Hood in, and took them off ; fhe 
s the Merriam , Captain Jones , lately efcap’d 
t of the Bay of Honduras , from being taken by 
: Spaniards. 

At an Ifland to the Weft ward, the Pyrates clean - 
their Ship, and fail’d towards the Ifland of St. 
rijlopher, to wait for one Captain Moor, who 
.nmanded the Eagle-Sloop, when fhe took Low - 
t’s upon the Careen, at Blanco . Spriggs refol- 
i to put him to Death, whenever he took 
n, for falling upon his Friend and Brother ; but, 
tead of Moor, he found a French Man of War 
)m Martinico upon the Coaft ; which Spriggs 
t thinking fit to contend with, run away with 

I the Sail he could make. The French Man 
jwded after Spriggs, and was very likely to fpeak 
th him, when unfortunately his Maia-Top-Mafl 
me by the Board, which obliged him to give 
e Chafe. 

Spriggs then flood to the Northward, toward* 


Bermudas, or the Summer Ijles , and took a Scooner 
belonging to Bojlon : He took out all the Men, 
and funic the VefTel, and had the Impudence to tell 
the Mafter, that he defign’d to increale his Company 
on the Banks of Newfoundland , and then he would 
fail for the Coaft of New-England, in queft of Cap- 
tain Solgard, who attack’d and took their Con- 
fort Charles Harris. Spriggs was at than Time 
in Company with Low , who very fairly ran for 
it. The Pyrate afk’d the Matter if he knew Cap- 
tain Solgard? who anfwering No , he afk’d ano- 
ther the fame Queftion ; who denying alfo, he 
put the fame Queftion to a Third, who faid he 
knew him very well ; upon which Spriggs ordered 
him to be fweated, which was done in the man- 
ner before deferib’d. 

In Head of going to Newfoundland, as the Pyrates 
threatened, they came back to the Iflands ; and to 
the Windward of St. Chrifophers, on the fourth of 
June, they took a Sloop, Nicholas Trot Mafter, 
belonging to St. Euftatia. Wanting at this Time a 
little Diverfion, they hoifted the Men as high as 
the Main and Fore-Tops, and let them down fud- 
denly, enough to break all the Bones in their Skins ; 
and after they had pretty well crippled ’em by this 
cruel Ufage, and whipp’d them about the Deck, 
they gave Trot his Sloop, and let him go, keeping 
back only two of his Men, befides the Plunder of 
the VefTel. 

Within two or three Days after they took a Ship, 
coming from Rhode-lfand to St. Chrijlopher s laden 
with Provifions and fome Horfes ; the Pyrates mount- 
ed the Horfes, and rid them about the Deck back- 
wards and forwards a full Gallop, like Madmen at 
New -Market ; curfing, fvvearing, and hallooing, at 
fuch a Rate, as made the poor Creatures' wild. 
Two or three of them at length throwing their 
Riders, they fell upon the Ship’s Crew, and whip- 
ped, and cut, and beat ’em in a barbarous man- 
ner, tilling ’em, it was for bringing Horfes with- 
out Boots and Spurs, for want of which they were 
not able to ride ’em. 

In this Manner thefe Wretches went on as long 
as they could maintain their Community, taking 
from all they met, every Thing they plealed : Nor 
is it any Wonder that Men who have taken Pains 
to diveft themfelves of Humanity fhouid aft thus; 
fince when we oncelofe the Notions of Right and 
Property, which keep up the mutual Dependance 
among mankind, we have nothing within us, that 
can lay any Reftraint upon our Aftioni. 
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P HILIP Roche was born in Ireland, of mean 
Parents, and from his Youth had been bred up 
to the Sea, where he apply’d the little Leifine 
he had, to the improving the fmall Share of Learning 
he had received at School. He was a brifk genteel 
Fellow, about thirty Years of Age at the Time of 
his Death ; one whofc black and lavage Nature did 
no Ways anfv\er the Comlinefs of his Pcrfon ; his 
Life being almoil one continued Scene of Villainy, 
before he was difcovered to have committed the hor- 
rid Muiders we are now fpeaking of. 

This inhuman Monfter had. been concerned with 
other? in infuring Ships to a great Value, and then 
deftrojing them; by which Means and other Ro- 
gueries, he had got a little Money. By thefe Meant 
becoming Mate ©f a Ship, he was diligent enough in 
trading ic - h ’mfelf between Ireland and France , fo 
that he w* in a Way of getting himfelf a comforta- 
ble Livelihood : But, as he relolved to be Rich, and 
finding fair Dealing brought in Wealth but (lowly, 
he confefled he had put other Methods in Execution, 
What thefe Methods were, he would never own ; bat 
’ tis thought he had murthered feveral innocent Pcr- 
fons in the Profecution of his abominable Schemes. 
However, a> we cannot have the particular Circum- 
ilances of thefe Fa&s, we (hall confine oarfelves to the 
horrid Deed for which he fuffered. 

Roche getting acquainted with one Neal, a Fifter- 
man at Gorky whom he found ignorantly bold and 
ready for any villainous Attempt, he imparted the 
Defign to him, which they afterwards executed. 
Neal being pleas’d with the Project, brings one 
Pierce Cullen and his Brother into the Confederacy ; 
together with one Wife , who, at firlt, was very un- 
willing to come into their Meafures ; and, indeed, 
had the lead Hand of them aLl in the Perpetration of 
what follows. 

They pitch’d upon a Veflel in the Harbour, be- 
longing to Peter Tartoue , a French Man, to execute 
their cruel Intentions upon, becaufe it was a fmall 
one, and had not a great Number of Hands on board, 
and ’tvvas eafy afterwards to exchange it for one more 
fit for Pyracy ; and therefore they apply’d themfeives 
to the Mailer of her for a Pafiage to Nantz, whereto 
the Ship was bound. 

Accordingly, in the Beginning of November , 1721, 
they went on board ; and when at Sea, Philip Roche 
being an experienced Sailor, the Mailer of the Veile! 
readily trulled him with the Care of her, at Times, 
while he and the Mate went to reft. 

This was the unhappy Cafe on the fifteenth of No- 
vember, at Night, the Time defign’d for the Tra 
gedy. Before the Adtion, Francis Wife relented, 
and appeared defirous to divert them from their 
bloody Purpofes ; whereupon Roche told him, 7 hat 
as Cullen and he had fuflained great Loffes at Sea, 
unlcfs every Irifnman prefent would afffi in repairing 
their Loffes, by murthering all the French Rogues , and 
running away with the Ship, he fbouU fuffer the fame 


Fate with the French Men ; but if all would a ?. 
all fbould have a Share in the Booty. Upon t jj 
they all refolved alike, and Roche ordered t! e 
Trench Men and a Boy up to hand the Topfails, e 
Mailer and Mate being then afleep in their Cal 5. 
The two firil that came down, they beat out t r 


_ out t r 

Brains and threw them overboard : The other t \ 9 \ 

mil- H, IS 


feeing wliat was done, ran up to the Topmnit-ni ^ 
but Cullen followed them, and taking the Boy by e 
Arm, toft him into the Sea ; then driving down t 
Man, thofe below knocked him on the Head, d 
threw him over-board. 

Thofe who were afieep, being awakened by c 
difmal Shrieks and Groans of dying Men, ran u n 
Deck in Confuficn, to enquire into rhe Caufe of h 
unufual Noifes ; but the fame Cruelty was imm i- 
ately afted tow eras them, e’er they could be fen c 
of the Danger that threatened them. 

They were now (cs Roche himfelf afterwards » ( if 
fefs’d) all over as wet with the Blood that had 1 * 
fpilt, as if they had been dipfd in Water , erflot n ! 
a Shower of Rain ; nor did they regard it any n y 
Roche faid. Captain Tartoue ufed many Worth r c 


Mercy, and nlk’d them, if he had not ufed them 1 fll 

(I 


Civility and Kindnefs ? If they were not of the 1 1 
Chrillian Religion, and ovvneu the fame bleftcd J ^ 
and the like ? nut they, not regarding what he 1 jr, 
took Cords, and bound the poor Mafter and 1 
Mate Back to Back. While that was doing, l \ 1 
of them begged with the ucmoll Enrneftnefs, i 
ufed the moll folemn Intreaties, that they woul 1 


leaf! allow them a few Minutes to fay their Prayl 


and crave Mercy of God for the various Sins I 
Offences of their Lives : But it did not move th J 
(although all the reft were dead, and no Danger cc i 
be apprehended from thefe two alone) for the bo I 
Perfons were hurry ’d up, and thrown into the 2 
after the reft. 

The Maftacre being finilh’d, they wafhed thi - 
felves a little from the Blood, and fearched the Che , 
Coffers, and all Places about the Ship, and then s 
down in the Captain’s Cabin, and refrdh’d th< - 
felves with fome Rum they found there, beings 
Roche confefs’d) never merrier in their Lives. T if 
inverted Roche with the Command of the Ship, ;] 
calling him Captain, talked over their Liquor, wt 
rare A&ions they would perform about Cape Biit\ 
Sable Ifle , and the Banks of Newfoundland , whit t 
they defign’d to go as foon as they had recruited tl X 
Company, and got a better Ship, which they proj- 
fed fpeedily to do. 

Roche taking upon himfelf the Command of i 
Vert'd, Andrew Cullen was to pafs for a Mercha , 
or Super-Cargo, but when they bethought the • 
felves, they were in Danger of being difcovered ' 
the Papers of the Ship, relating to the Cargo, i 
Bills of Lading, &c. they erafed and took out 1 
Name of the French Mafter, and inllead thereof, 
ferted the Name of Roche , fo that it Hood in 1: 
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Shin's Paperi, Peter Roche Mailer. Having fo 
ft/ Hands on board, they contrived if they met any 
Shins to give out, that they had loft fome Hands 

by P t!ieir being waih’d overboard in a Storm ; by 
vvhich Means they thoughc to fereen themfelves 
from being fufpeaed of having committed any 
ftch wickfd A6t: For, the fmall Number of them 
Men might othersvife have given ground for iuch 
, SaiDicion. They alfo fuppofed, that by this 
Means they might prevail with the firft Ship they 
met tofpare them fome, «n Confideratton of their 

P T d g1b““£fa they were in Diftrels by the 
WeathCT, and being near Lisbon, they made Com- 
plaint to a Ship, but obtain d no Aihfhnce l hey 
were then oblig’d to fail back for England, and 
put into the Port of Dartmouth-, but then they 
were in fear left they might be d.fcovcr d. To 
n-event that they refolv’d to alter the Ship, and 
getting Workmen, they took down the Mizzen- 
VI, . t built a Spar-Deck, and made Rails (on pre- 
tence’ that the Sailors had been waih’d overboard) 
tE A the Men Then they took down the 

i° m S ofs ;f H«">f "* s «r. “J 

put f Lion in its place ; painted over d,e Stern of 
♦Kp ^hin with Red, and new-nam d her the Mary 
Snow P The Ship being thus alter’d that they 
thought it could not be known, they fancy d them- 
felve? pretty fecure ; but wanting Money to defray 
the Charge of thefe Alterations, Roche ts Mailer of 
the Veffet and Audrey Cullen , as Merchant, apply d 
themfelves to the Officers of the Cuftoms for Liberty 

o ditpofe of fome Ihe C *T,' ! " °l er ‘ffiftv 6 

Workmen. Having obtain’d Leave, they fold fifty- 
• hf Rarrels of Beef, and then hiring three more 
Hands^ they fet Sail for Oft end, and there (old more 

£* Mr ArnfU. who freighted the Ship for 
- f 1 u irv fKpir Piifla^e. in a itormy Night, 
^ befng ve?y dark, they took up Mr. Aemefi, their 
Paftenger, and threw him into the Sea ; who foam 
aboutfhe Ship a pretty while, calling out for Life. 

tMnv ’em they fhould have all his Goods, it 
r y wS -eit him again into the V.ifcl : but ,n 
vain were hL Cries ! 


After this, they were obliged to put into feveral 
Ports, and, by contrary Winds, came to the Coalt 
of France, where, hearing there was an Enquiry 
made after the Ship, Roche quits her at Havre de 
Grace, and leaves the Management to Cullen and tr.e 
reft; who, having (hipp’a other Men, laird a- 
way to Scotland, and there left the Vefte , which 
was afterwards feiz’d and brought into the i\.vei of 

Thames. r 

Some Time after this, Philip Roche came to Lon- 
don , and making fome Claim lor Money -e ■ 
made Infurance of, in the Name of John Eujiaee , 
the Officer was apprized of the Fraud, and he ar- 
retted, and flung into the Compter; from whence 
directing a Letter to his Wife, fhe fhew d it to a 
Friend, who difeover’d by it, that lie was the prin- 
cipal Villain concern’d in the Dtilru&ion Ot i it r 
Tartouey and the Crew. Upon this, an Inforn ao- n 
was given to my Lord Cartnety ,ha tne icr.Ji .o 
went by the Name of John Eu/lace, v/ss l 
Roche, as aforefaid ; and being brought down bv his 
Lordlhip’s Warrant, be ilifly deny ’J it for lone 
Time, notwithllanding a Letter was found in his 
Pocket, direfted to him by the Name of Roche. At 
laft, being confronted by a Captain ot a Snip, "no 
knew him well, he cor.feifed his N-me, but pievan- 
cated in feveral Particulars ; wnereupon he was com- 
mitted to Newgate upon violent Sufpicion, and tre 
next Day was brought down again at hi' own Re- 
queft, confeffed the whole, defir’d to be made an 
Evidence, and promis’d to convia three Men worfe 
than himfelf. Neal and Cullen were dtfeover a by 
him, who dy’d milerably in the Marfhaljea and 
Roche himfelf was afterwards try d, found guilty of 
the Pyracy, and executed at Tyburn ; no more of 
his Crew than the two juft mention’d being appr«- 
bended. 


lie appear’d not very follicitous at his Tryal ; 
knowing it was impoflib’e to get clear of the Py- 
racy But when the Order ior hu Execution cure 
from Hanover, he complain’d of being hardly us’d ; 
for he depended upon having his Lite given him, 
when he made himfelf an Evidence agamlt his Com- 


panions. 
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The LIFE of Captain JOHN 

SMITH. 


GOW, alias 


J OHN Gow, fail'd from Amferdam in July 
1724, on board the George Galley of that Place, 
Oliver Ferneau Matter. They went fir ft to 
^anta C>uz, in South Barbary , where they took in 
Bee’s-Wax, and ilaid t ill the Beginning of Novem- 
ber. On the fecond or third Day of that Month, 
they weigh'd Anchor, and failed out of the Bay ; a- 
bout three Hours after which was a&cd the follow- 
ing horrible Tragedy, they being at that Time 
bound for the Streights. 

A Combination having been formed between Go w 
and ievcnl others, that will be occafionally nam’d 
in this Relation, Melvin , one of the Conlpirators, 
was heard to cry out, There is a Man over-board : 
The Captain thereupon, came inttantly to the Side 
of the Ship, and look’d over ; when Melvin and 
Roljon, another Confpirator, feiz’d him, and en- 
deavoured to throw him into the Sea ; but by ftrug- 
ghng hard he got from them. At that Inftant, one 
John If 'inter came up with a Knife in his Hand, 
and cut the Captain acrofs the Throat, but not fo 
as to kill him ; for, in all Probability he milled his 
Wind-pipe. The former two laid hold of him a- 
gain, and try ’d to throw him over-board ; yet he 
itill ttruggled fo as to prevent them, till Gow, who 
was then fecond Mate and Gunner, ftept up to him 
with a Pittol in his Hand, and fhot him thro’ the 
Body ; after which they threw him over as they at 
firtt intended. 

After they had difpatch’d the Captain, they were 
to proceed with all the rett, whom they look’d up- 
on as dangerous Perfons, One Daniel Mac cam ly 
cut the Clerk’s Throat, whofe Name was Stephen 
Algiers , as he lay afleep in his Hammock ; but not 
thoroughly, ( as Maccawly afterwards ufed fre- 
quently to fwear) for he awak’d and got out in the 
Struggle ; whereupon James Williams meeting him, 
took Care to finifh the bloody Action. Williams 
fjrft afk’d him for his Watch, but Algiers faid he 
had it not about him, gave him the Key of his 
Cheft, and begg’d very hard for a little Time to 
fay his Prayers ; but the barbarous Villain was 
deaf to all his Cries, fhot him direftly thro’ the 
Head with a Pittol loaded fo high, that it burtt jn 
firing, and had like to have dcltroycd the Murder- 
er too. John Petcrfon cut the Throat of Bonaven- 
ture Jelphs the chief Mate ; and then Melvin ty’d 
.1 Rope about his Neck, dragg’d him to the Side, 
and threw him over board ; Michael Moore , who 
llood Gentry over the Ann?, (hooting him as he 
was drawn along. ^ 

All thefe Murders took up about Half an Hour’s 
Time, and as loon as they were over, James Wil- 
liams Came upon the Quarter Deck, ttruck upon a 
Gun with his Cutlafs, and f.ilutcd Govj (alias 
Smith) in the following Manner: Captain Smith 


you are welcome ! welcsme to your new Command ! 
Then iniliams himlelf was declared Lieutenant. 
Peter Rolfoti was made Gunner, and James Bel - 
mitt Boatfwain. The Officers being thus lettled, the 
new Captain made a fhort and pithy Speech to his 
Men, to this Efteft : If hereafter 1 fee any of you 
wbij'pering together , or if any of you ref ufe to obey 
my Orders, let every fuch Man depend upon it, that 
he foal/ certainly go the fame fl ay as thofe that 
are juji gone before. This laeonick Harangue was 
very well received by the Confpirators ; and all 
who had not engaged in the Confederacy, was im- 
mediately confined to the great Cabin the retrain- 
ing Part of the Night. 

William Booth , who was afterwards a Witnefs a- 
gninft this Crew at their Trial, was afleep in his 
Hammock, all the Time while thefe Barbarities 
were perpetrated ; when he awaked and heard a 
Noife, he afkcd one of the Company what was 
the Matter, but was inttantly anfwered with. You 
Bog, if l had a Pifol I avoid d tell you f But James 
Belvin, tho’ not at firtt in the Secret, declared im- 
pudently the next Day, That he was very forty 
he was not told of the Defign the Night before , for 
he would have lent them a Hand with all his 
Heart . This was afterwards fwore againtt him at 
the Seflions-Houfe in the Old-Bailey , where he was 
condemned with the rett of his inhuman Compa- 
nions. 

The Day after the Perpetration of thefe Cruelties, 
Phinnes, who was an Evidence at the Old-Bailey , 
afked Gow, whether or no he was fure he hit the 
Captain when he fhot at him ;■ fiiowing at the fame 
Time the Mark of a Pittol-Ball in the Side of the 
Ship: To which Govj replied with an Oath, that 
the Pittol was loaded with two Balls, and he was 
certain one of them went thro’ the Body of the 

French Son of a B- h. Thus did they delight 

to glory in their Villainies. 

They had not been long Matters of the Vcflel, 
before they took the Sarah Snoav, of Brifiol , when 
Captain Gow made a Declaration to the Crew, That 
if any of them chofe to go, they might ; but if they 
were willing to fay with him , they Jhould find good 
Ufage . There was but one of all tne Ship’s Com- 
pany, who wou’d condefccnd to turn Pyrate ; his 
Name was Alexander Rob : The rett were di.charg> 
ed, after they had rifled their Prize of every 1 hing 
they thought proper. 

The next Ship that was fo unhappy as to fall 
into their Hands, was the Delight of Pool, Thomas 
Fife Matter. Out of her they took only one thou- 
fand pound weight of Fifh. About a Month after- 
wards (viz.) oil the eighteenth of December, they 
took the Batchelor , Benjamin Crofs Matter, with- 
in twenty Leagues of tne Keck of Lifbon : Here 

they 
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they foand two thoufand pound Weight of Bread, 
two Barrels of Beef, and one of Pork, all which 
they feizcd. They had befides two Hands out of 
this Ship, whofe Names were Harvey and Teague : 
Thefe Men were both taken againft their Content, 
and begged hard to be difchargecj, but the Captain 
would not grant it ; for he had picked them out 
of the whole Ship’s Company. Harvey afterwards 
had projected an Efcapc along with fome others, 
who went off without him, while he went back to 
fetch fomething he had left behind. Thefe Particu- 
lars being fworn at the Old-Bailey > the two Men 
were thereupon difeharged. 

A French Ship, call’d the Lezvis and Jofeph , was 
fo unlucky as to be in tne Way of thefe Rovers, 
on the' 27th of December: The Mailer’s Name was 
1 Henry Mens. Englijh and French were all the lame 
to them, provided there was any Thing to be got. 

I They had before taken Meat and Bread, here they 
, found twelve Pipes of Wine, forty Barrels of Oil, 

1 one hundred and twenty Barrels of Figs, and one 
I hundred and thirty Chefts of Lemons and Oranges : 

I in all to the Value of about 500/. Sterl. This 
they look’d upon as an indifferent good Prize, con- 
I fidering rhey were young Traders. 

On che fixth of January following, within thirty 
I Leagues of I r igo , they took the Triumvirate , Joel 
Davis Mailer; they pillaged her of two Caggs of 
Batter, ten Anchors of Brandy, thirty Gallons of 
Rum, a Silver Cup, fix Silver Spoons, a Silver 
W tten, anu fcveral other Things. This YeiTe] made 
l \ I no Rclilluncc, and fo they let her go as foon as they 

I had plunder'd her. ThL was their la ft Expedition, 
land thefe five were all the Ships they ever took, at 
Jleall all that have come to* our Knowledge. 

Ml Soon after this Adventure with the Triumvirate , 
they made away lor the Iilcs of Orkney, in order 
to clean tneir Ship ; But an End was foon put to 
their Depredations ; for, being ftranded upon the 
JlBCoaft, rhey were apprehended by Mr. Fen, a Gen- 
1 deman of that Country, and brought up to London; 


where a High Court of Admiralty was held for their 
Tryal, before Sir He?iry Penrice , Judge of that 
Court, affifted by Mr. juftice Tracy and Mr. Juf- 
t ice Reynolds , on Wednefday and Thurfday , the 26th 
and 27th of May, 1725. 

When the firlt Indictment was read, Gozv obfti- 
nately refus’d to plead, for which the Court ordered 
his Thumbs to be ty’d together with Whip. cord. 
The Punifhment was feveral times repeated by the 
Executioner and another Officer, they drawing the 
Cord every time till it broke. But he Hill being 
ftubborn, refufing to fubmit to the Court the Sen- 
tence was pronounc’d againft him, which the Law 
appoints in fuch Cafes ; that is. That he fliould be 
taken back to Prifon, and there prefs’d to Death. 
The Jaylor was then order’d to conduft him b ick, 
and fee that the Sentence was executed the next Mor- 
ning ; mean while the Trysls of the Priidners, his 
Companions, went forwards. 

But the next Morning, when the Prefs was pre- 
par’d, purfuant to the Order of the Courr the Day- 
before, he was fo terrffy’d with the Apprehenfion of 
dying in that manner, that he fent his h imbic Pe- 
tition to the Coart, praying that he might be ad- 
mitted to plead : This Requeil being granted, he 
was brought again to the Bar, and arraign’d upon 
the firft Indictment, to which he pleaded, Not guilty. 
Then the Depofttions that had been given againft 
the other Pri {oners were repeated, upon which he 
was convicted, and receiv’d Sentence of Death ac- 
cordingly. 

The Names of the reft of his Crew that were 
condemn’d with him, were Jam es U ilfiams , Daniel 
MaccavAy . Peter Rolfon , alias Rollinfon , John Pe- 
terfon , John Winter , ITilliam Melvin , William 
Moore, James Be Ivin, and Alexander Rob; who 
were afterwards executed, along with Brirflock 
U'eavcr and ITilliam Ingram, condemn’d at the 
fame Time. 


> 

5. 


‘\The LIFE of Captain BRIGSTOCK W E A- 
VER, flodWILLIAM INGRAM. 



RIGSTOCK HEATER and William Ingram 
were both on board the Good Fortune Bri- 

gmtine, Thovias Anjlis Commander, when 

J lat Pyrate took the Morning-Star in the Manner 
Elated in his Life. Ingram was made Gunner of 
ie Morning Star % after fhe was converted to An- 
«Vs Ufe, and Weaver fucceeded Anjlis in the 
’ommand of the Good Fortune . Thefe Particulars 
ere depos’d at the Tryal of our Two Offenders by 
zekiel Davis, who was on board the Morning- 
a r when fhe was taken, and was detain’d by the 
rates above ten Months after this Adlion. It 
.s further prov’d, that Weaver had been Mafter 
ider Anjlis before this, and that Ingraiti came vo- 
ntarily on board, and fign’d the Article?, while 
ijlis lay at Anchor. 


Weaver feem’d at firft unwilling to accept the 
Command of the Good Fortune ; but was afterwards 
prefent at the taking between fifty and fix tv Sail 
of Ships in the Weft -Indies and on the Banks .of 
Newfoundland, all which Time he feem’d pretty ac- 
tive, end difeover’d but little llgn of Remorfe : 
Tho’ Davis confefs’d that in private he had iomc- 
times talk’d pretty freely about leaving the Ship, 
and had always behav’d himfelf in a very civil mari- 
ner. But as for L: gram's Part, he was fo far fiom 
being unwilling to leave his Companions, that he 
did all he could to prevent any Body elfe horn 
getting away. In particular, while they were at 
Cuba , one Mayork, a Portuguefe , de fir’d Lc.'.ve to 
go afhore, which was granted him, and he too!: his 

Gun 
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Gun and went : But Ingram miflruftcd he had a 
Lefign to efcape, and therefore immediately fol- 
low’d him. The poor Portuguefe , as foon as he was 
loofe, took to his Heels, and dropp’d his Gun for 
Expedition-lake ; whereupon Ingram drew his Cut- 
hfs, and purfu’d, cook up the Gun, and fir’d it at 
him, and, at laft* when he faw he could not over- 
take him, he recurn’d in a great Rage, and fwore, 
it he coaid have catch’d him, he would have cut him 
in two. 

The Stories of thefe Two Men are fo interwoven 
with Others, that 'twill be impotable to diHinguifh 
many of their particular Adions : They were, how- 
ever prov’d to have been concern’d, if not the prin- 
cipal Adors, in the following Pyracies : iH, The 
feizing a Dutch Ship m Juguft , 1722, and taking 
from thence an hunured Pieces of Holland, Value 
800/. a Thoufand Pieces of Eight, Value 250/. 
2dly, The entering and pillaging the Dolphin of 
London, William Haddock , out of which they got 
three hundred Pieces of Eight, Value 75 l, forty 
Gallons of Rum, and other Things, on the twentieth 
of November in the fame Year. 3dly, The Healing 
out of a Ship call’d the Don Carlos , Lot Neekins Ma 
Her, four hundred Ounces of Silver, Value 100/. 
fifty Gallons of Rum, Value 3 os. a Thoufand Pieces 
of Eight, an hundred PiHoles, and other valuable 
Goods ; and 4thly, The taking from a Ship call’d 
the Portland ten Pipes of Wine, Value 250 /. The 
two latter Fatts both in the Year 1721. 

Weaver came in May, 1723, to the Houfe of Mr. 
‘Thomas Smith in Briftol , with whom he had been ac- 
quainted nine or ten Years before, in a very ragged 
Condition, and told him that he had been taken by 
Pyrates, and made his Efcape from ’em. Air. Smith 
pity’d his Condition, and immediately lent him fome 
Money, and one Captain Edwards fupply’d him 
with 10/. more, to buy him Clothes, and other Ne- 
ceflaries. They moreover provided a Lodging for 
him at the Grijjin , a publick Inn ; and he svalk’d 
openly about the Town : From thence he went to 
Hereford to fee his Relations, being born in that 
City ; where he Haid fome YVeeks, and then came 
back to Rrijlol ; Hill continuing to walk up and 
down unmoleHcd, till about Michaelmas he was ta- 
ken up by Captain Jofepb Smith , who was Com- 
mander of the Hamilton , when Hie was taken by An- 
Jlis , at which Time Weaver was Maker of the Good 
Fortune Brigantine. His Apprehenfion was in the 
following manner. 

Weaver was walking along one cf the Streets of 
Brijlol when he m«t the Captain, and was known 


History of 

by him. The Captain afk’d him how he did, and 
defir’d to drink a Bottle with him ; which being 
agreed to, when they came to the Tavern, he told I 
ll r eaver, that he had been a great Sufferer by his 
boarding the Ship, and had in particular loH a 
confiderablc Quantity of Liquor ; therefore , Mr . 
Weaver (fays he) as 1 underf and you arc in good Cir - 
cumflances , 1 expefl you will make me fome Ref it u- 
tiotiy which if you do, 1 will never hurt a Hair of 
your Head , becaufe you was very civ:! to me when 1 
was in your Hands. The Equivalent den. arded was 
four Hogfheads of C)der; which whether Weaver 
was able to procure or not, or whether he imagin’d 
himfelf fafe enough without it, we can’t determine: 
However fo it was, that the Cyder was not produc’d, 
and Weaver was apprehended, brought to London , 
try’u along with Ingram, and received Sentence of 
Death at the fane Time with Gow and his Crew. 

Ingram appear’d, according to all the Evidence, 
to have been a very refolute hardened Ft low, al- 
ways one of the fonvaideH in any Aftion : It was 
depofed again!! him in particular, That one Benja- 
min Sates defired to leave the Pyratc Service, and all 
the Crew confented to it but Ingram , fo he was de- 
tained only upon his Oppofition ; every Man, it 
feerus, among the Pyrates having Liberty to hinder 
another from going away. This was the Fa< 5 t before 
related concerning the Portuguefe, made his Cafe 
look very darkly. 

But every Body, on the contrary, gave Weaver a 
good Chara&er, with refpedt to his Behaviour ; tho* 
his having a&ed as a Pyrate was as dear as the Sun at 
Noon-day. One Mr. Parker , a Surgeon declar’d in 
particular, That when he was taken by the Gooo 
Fortune's Company, they put burning Matches be- 
tween his Fingers, and twice threw him overboard l 
But Weaver took his Pa/t, though he gain’d the il 
Will of a great Part of the Ship’s Crew by fo doing 

When Mr. Weaver and Others, continued he, cam, t 
on board our Feffel, he faid to me, Well , Doftor 
what do you think of it ? how Jhall you like to be t\ 

Prifoner. I can't Jay I have any great Lik 

ing to it, faid /, but what mufi be, mujl be. You fa 1 

? ight, (quoth Weaver ) I am a Prifoner as well a a 

you ; but as your Ship Jell tn our lb ay, was oblige . 
to fpeak with you : Now we have got our Hands i ( 
the Lyons Mouth, we muft dravj them out agai ( 
as gently as we can. This and a greal deal mor ( 
was faid on his Behalf ; but nothing was fufficien 
to invalidate the plain Matter of Fa& that was pro b 
due’d. 
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The L I F E of Captain JOHN UPTON. 


H E was about fifty Years of Age at the 
Time of nis Execution in May, 1729. He 
was born at Deptford , of honeil Parents, 
who g-.*e him an Education iuitab.e to their Station, 
teaching mm to read and write, and making him fit 
for Bufinefs. He ierv’d his Time to a Waterman on 
the River with Approbation, having always a good 
Charafter, ’till his lail unhappy Voyage. From his 
leaving his Matter ’tali his Heath, he had fpeut the 
greircd Part of his Time at Sea, chiefL to Men of 
War ; aboard of which he had commonly ferv’d as 
£ y.tiwain, Quarter- Matter, or fome otner inferior 
Cin:cr. WTcn he was at Lome, he liv’d in Repu- 
tation among his Neighbours, having a Wife and fa- 
mily : And this haa been his Manner of Living for 
twenty eight Years. 

The Reufon of his going abroad the latt Time, 
and leaving behind him tour Orphans, he declared to 
have been his receiving Information that five Actions 
were taken out agbnit him, for Debts contracted by 
his Wife in his Abfence, of which he knew nothing 
till after her Death, when Creditors came to him 
hourly for Sums of Money on his laid decerned Wife’s 
Account, The Surprize of theie Difcoveries, and 
the Fear of an Jmpriionment, made him precipitately 
leave his Habitation, and fly to Pool in Dorfctjbire , 
whence he fet fail as Boatfwain, on board tne John 
and Elizabeth Merchant-nun, Captain Hooper Com- 
mander, being bound for Bon ansi fa in Newfoundland ; 
and never returned to England again till he was 
brought Prifoner by the Nottingham Man of War, in 
Order to his fubfequent Trial. It was on the 12th 
of July, 1723. that he departed from the Englifb 
Codli. 

The Faft for which he fufFered was fworn on him 
bv Charles Dimmock , chief Mate, and Henry Eaton, 
fecond M ue, of the Perry Galley ; and Peter Pur- 
nell , a Patten ger in the fame Vettel : We will full re- 
late their Depoiitions, and then the Malefactor's own 
Account of his Voyage, as it was extracted from his 
Pocket Journal, which is the only Thing we could 
have any Information of, as he had never attained to 
the fupreme Command among the Pirates, and confe- 
quentlv Ins Story*couId never make any Figure in the 
general Account. 

The Subilance of what they depofed was, That 
Upton was Boatfwain of their Galley in a Voyage 
from Barbadoes ta Briflol, when, on the 14th of 
November, 1 725, in the Latitude of forty Deg. N. 
fhe was taken by a Pyrate Sloop, called the Night 
Rambler , of which one Cooper was Commander : 
That the Prifoner expreflbd great Satisfaction at 
meeting of the Pirates, voluntarily lilted witn them, 
and fign’d their Articles : That foon after tney took 
a French Sloop, which with the Perry-Galley they 
carry’d to Aruba , an Ifhnd near Carujao , where 
the Prizes were both plunder'd, and a Divifion of 
9 2 


the Booty made, when Upton l ad his Share along 
with the rett ; there being out or th* Perry-Galley 
alone tnree hundred and h try Pounds in Money, be- 
tides her Provnu ns, Sto.e.% Rigging, fcv/ IT at 
they (the Evidences) were kept on that Iflar d fc\en- 
teeu Days, during which Time they mud have 
irarv’d h-d net tne Doftor of the Pirates relieved 
taem ; winch Tenderneis of the LT<ftoi Upton ob- 
serving, he lwoie at him, and laid, Damn \ni let 
''em fa, we: Th.t the Prifoner advis’d the Pirates to 
burn the Perry Galley, with her Capt tin ana chief 
Mate in her, a Ed appear’d to be more cruel in his 
Behaviour, than any of the older Pirates : That, in 
particular, he made a Cat of nine fail:, and law the 
tirtt Mute receive two hundred Lafhes with it ; and 
that he endeavour’d, by the molt inhuman Treat- 
ment, to oblige the lecond Mate to join with them. 

Upton couid not fay a great deJ in his own De- 
fence, the Evidence againlt him having been lo full 
and clear ; what he urged molt was, his having been 
forced to join the Pirates. He called lome Feribns 
to vindicate his Character ; but they could fay no- 
thing with reipeft to the Fads tMt were charged 
upon him ; nor did he pretend himfelf abiolutely ta 
deny tnem, only endeavoured to palliate ad the moil 
criminal Circumttances : He laid, he never fmu’d 
their Articles, chat his Name on the Liil was written 
bv fomebodv eife, and that whatever Service he did, 
’twas for Fear of being murder’d : He confcfled his 
making the Cat of mue Tails, but Lid it was upon 
exprefs Orders, wr.ich he duril not difobev. In a 
Word, the Jury brought him in Guilty, ar.d Sen 
tcnce of Deatn was pronounced aguimt hun accord- 
ingly. 

Wefhallnow proceed with the Account ext rafted 
from his Journal. It has been already mentioned, 
that he was bound for Bonawifa from England a He 
arrived there, and was difeharge by mutual cordcnt, 
when, being at Liberty, he contracted with one 
HI lit am Knight, a PL.nter there, to ferve him a 
Twelvemonth in Furring and Fifhing for 18 1 . WL^es, 
which Agreement he punctually fulfill'd, and sheslefc 
his Service to feek fonte thing further. 

On the 3 1 It of Augufi, 1724. he went Paflenger in 
a Sloop to Bofon in New- England, whence he Lipp'd 
himfelf on board the Mary Merchant-man, 'John 
Kent Matter, made a Voyage in her to the B .y of 
Honduras , and lb returned to Nezv-EngLvid. * Ic 
w'as after this that he went on bo.ird the Perry-Gnll ?v. 
Captain Commander, bound to Barbados and 
BrifioL At Earbadces the Ship W'as del.vereti ami 
laden again; and then they prepared for England. 
Before their Departure, Upton defired the Captain to 
difeharge him, and fufrer him to go on boaid his 
Mdjeiiv’s Ship the Lynn, Captain Cooper Com- 
mander ; but Captain King abfoierciy deriv'd his Re- 
quest, 
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November tbe^tb, 172 5. d*e Perry Galley fet fail, 
r.nd on the iz:h of the fame Month they were taken 
bv the Pirates who commanding them to hoift their 
Boat out, they orderexl the Captain and Mate to 
come therein aboard their Veflel, which was done 
accordingly. The Pirates then returned with die 
Boat to the Galley, and made themfelvcs abfoiute 
Mailers of tier immediately. One of them . ccord- 
ing to this Jourpnl, (wore at Upton in aterrrible M 'fi- 
ner* and (.lid* D — ? 2 you , you old Son of a B — - — h, 
/ know AU ; and you /ball go along with ns* or elje 
Til cut your Liver out . After this he beat him vio- 
lently with his Cuttalh ; and the fame Evening, when 
Upton was carried on board the Pirate Ship, three of 
the Gang attacked him ; one with a Filial cock’d a. id 
levelled at his Forehead, another with a Pikol at his 
ti^ht Ear, and a third with a Fork in each H. nd 
pointing nt his Brehll ; fwe.iring, That they would 
blow out his Brains , if he did not fgn their Air tides 
that bfant. The Journal added, that Upton refil- 
led, and defired them to defer till next Morning, 
urging his four Children, and the Did ike he had to 
their Way of Life: and that when they infifted on 
his Compliance, he called the Captain as a Witnefs of 
his being forced, while one of the Company fub- 
ferib'd his Name. 

This is his own Account concerning his Entering ; 
hot 1: i.% very probable this Jourmd might be a Con- 
trivance 10 confront the Evidence againit him, if e- 
ver he (hould be taken ; for the Deponents fwore 
poftivcly ana circurnffontially ; and they were all 
three Men of an undoubted Charafter. 

The Journal goes on with laying, that the Pirates 
carried the Per/y-Galley and her Men to the Iflund of 
Ruby, where tl ey uete kept till the totli of Decem- 
ber ; about which r J ime one informed the Pirate that 
he faw her a Sad to Offing ; upon which they made 
after her and took her, then ftie preved to be a fmull 
Dutch Sloop. Upton and fome others weie (ent ®n 
board this Veflel, where watching an Opportunity, 
they made their Efcape, carry ’d away me Sloop, and 
got her down to the Point of Gourda , joining to the 
Mofhitta Shore. What their Delign was in this Ac- 
tion, we cannot determine, having only his Word 
for it ; which to be fure gives us the bell Side of 
Things. Bat to proceed, according to the bell Light 
w£ have. 

In the Month of January , 172c;. he got ids Paf- 
fage along with tiie Traders to Carpenter '& River, 
otherwife called the Marline, belonging to the Spa- 
niards ; to which Place they trufhek tor Cocoa. He 
arriv’d there on the !2th oi February, when the Go- 
vernor gave him Leave to go to Porto Bello, by tne 
Way of Panama , there being no other lafe Puflkge 
thither on Account of the wild Indians. In twenty- 
eight Days he fet out with the Mules for the City of 
Curritago , lying fifty-fix Leagues on the burning 


History of 

Mountains, and eflecmed to be about Midway be- 
tween the North and South-Seas. When he came 
th her, he was taken up by the Governor for a 
Spy, and kept Pnfoner three three Month and four 
Days ; after which he was fent to Kildare, on P, e 
Soul h- be. 1, being Hill confin’d, where he (Dm a 
M'^th longer, waiting for the Barks which came 
out of the Lake of Granada, and weie bound for 
P anama. At lafi he was fent on board the Admiral 
of New Spain , who commanded the Lima Fleet in 
the South Sea, where he was again very tfrictly exa- 

# The Spaniards ceftrrd h'm to enter into their Ser- 
vice, uhic.i he cblolutely rffufld to comply wi'h 
nnd defiicd to go cn Shore for P *to Belio ;'but as’ 
he would not fgrie to their Propoiab, they would 
not grant him hi. Kajueii, and fo, rnftead of fettiu- 
him -fhore where he defired, the)- fent him to 
Panama, where he was i nprifoned four Mouth; and 
fve Days longer. After this, with thirtv-tvvo Dutch. 
v.a„, who were alfo det.ined Prifoners,' he was lent 
to Porto-bello , and there put on board the GJIeons 
bound for Old Spain. From them he found fome 
Means of efcapmg, but doe not fy in what Man- 
ner ; and then l.eem ed on bo.- rd a. Vow lo<i Sloop 
Captain Pharnix Commander, bound for Jamaica 
where they ar-ived on ti.e 23 th of December, ijzi 
He had not be-n here long, before lie was prefs’d on 
board his iVl ijeity’s Ship the Nottingham, command- 
ed by Captain Charles Cotterel, where he remained 
ed more than two Years in the Quality ofQu.rter- 
Maltcr, behaving hiinfelf all the Time very obedi- 
ently to his Officers Commands, till he was accufed 
of Piracy, and biougnt home in order to his Trial. 
For the Truth of this latter Part of the Story he 
faid, he appealed to Captain C.ottcrel. 

At the Place of Execution he made fome Reflec- 
tions that are not proper to be rehears’d, and f.jj 
he forgave all his Enemies. Being aik’d at the De- 
file of a Gentleman, whet er or no he perfjaded the 
Pirates to burn the Perry Galley, with Captain Kin, 
and Mr. Dimmock the chief Mate, on board other* 
he fledfailly denied the Fad; protelling that he ne- 
ver either propofed fneb a J fling him.'elf, or K , vc 
his Vote lor the doing it. One would think the 
Words of a dying Man fliould have fome Weight • 
yet how can we believe the Truth of what was now 
aflerted, alter Crce I'ueli creditable WitneiTes had 
f.vom the direft contrary, ; nd tied red to h.s Face 
that he actually did perfuade this Piece of Villainy! 
There was no Need for tnem to have added fuch a 
Circumftance, if it had not been true, becaufe there 
was enough without it to nave procured the Sentence 
that was pafled on him. and have given him all the 
Sati- taction the could now expect. I mean, that of 
feeing him futrer w hat was the juft Puniffiment due 
for ins Crimes. 
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The LIFE of Captain EDWARD L O W. 


E D W A R D Low was born in Wejlminjler, 
and had hk Education tnere, fuch as it was, 
for he could neither write or read. Nature 
k m j to have defign’d him for a Pyrace from his 
ChiMftood, for he very early began the Trade of 
Plundering, *nd was wont to raife Contributions a- 
mong all the Boys of Wejlmittjler ; and if any weie 
bold enough to refute it, a Battle was the Conle- 
quence ; but Low was fo hardy, as well as bold, 
that there was no getting the better of him, fo taat 
he robbed the Youths of their Faithings with Im- 
» punity ; when he grew bigger, lie took to Gaining 
m a low Way, for it was commonly among tiie Foot- 
men in the Lobby of the Houfe of Commons, whete 
he ufed to play the wnole Game (v> they term it) 
:hat is, cheat all he could, and tnole who pretended 
:o di pure it with mm, mutt figut him. 

The Virtues of foms of his Family were equal to 
lis ; one of his Brothers was a Youth of Genius ; 
vhen he was but feven Years old, he ufed to be 
arried in a Bafket upon a Porter’s Buck, into a Ciowd 
,nd inateh Hat* and Wigs ; According to the exa& 
Chronology of Nenvgate, he was the firft who prac* 
ifed this ingenious Frick. After this, he applied 
umfelf to picking of Pockets : When he increafed 
n Strergth, he attempted greater Things, fuch as 
douie breaking, fcrV. But after he had run a fhort 
<ace, he had the Misfortune of ending his Days at 
r ybu-n, in Company with Stephen Dunce, and the 
eiebrnted Jack Hall the Chimney-Sweeper. 

But to return to AW; when he came to Man’s 
ilftace, at his elded Brother’s Defire, he went to Sea 
vitii him, and lo continued for three or four Years, 
nd then they parted. Ned work’d in a Riggtng- 
ioufe *n Bojlon , in New* England, for a while. A- 
>out the Year 1717, he too< a Trip home to Eng- 
and, to fee his Mother, who was then living, iks 
tay was nor long here ; but taking Leave of his 
riends and Acquaintance, for the fall Time he 
lould fee them (for fo he was pleafed to fay) he re- 
imed to Bojlon , and work’d a Year or two longer 
: the Rigging Bafinefs. But being too apt to dif- 
£ree with his Mailers, lie left them, and (hipp’d 
unfelf in a Sloop that was bound to the Bay of 
lovduras. 

When the Sloop arrived in the Bay, Ned L§w was 
^pointed Patron of the Boat, which was employ’d 
cutting of Logwood, and bringing it aboard to 
de the Ship ; for that is the Commodity they make 
e Voyage for: In the Boat were twelve Men be* 
.les Low who all went arm’d, becaufe of the Spa- 
ards, from whom this Logwood is but little bet- 
r than dole. It happen’d that the Boat one Day 
me aboard juft before Dinner was ready, and Low 
flilir’d that they might ft ay and dine ; b.it the Cap* 
'-jin, being in a hurry for his Lading, order’d them 
Bottle of Rum, and to take t’other Trip, because 
■ Time (bo dd be loft : This provok'd the Boat’s 
Cvv, but particularly Low, who took up a loaded 


Mufquet and fired at the Captain, but mifl-rg him, 
he (hot another poor Fellow thro’ tr.e He u, ti.eu 
put off the Boat, and with his twelve Comp mor.s 
got to Sea : The next Day they took .v (mall Yel- 
iei, and went into her, made a black F..g, and de- 
clared War againft all the World. 

T hey then proceeded to the Blind of the Grand 
C.ai manes , intending to have fitted up their imall 
VefTel, and prepare themfefves, as well as tneir Cir- 
cumftances would permit, for their hoLOumb’e fm- 
p!oymen r ; but fi'li g in Company with George Lou.- 
then, another Pyra e there, and lie paying his Com- 
pliments to Low , as gre. * Foixs do to one another 
when they meet, and offering himielf as an Ally, 
Low accepted the Terms, and fo tne Ireity was 
figu’d without Hcnipo’s, or any other Formal ties. 

We have alrc dy given ~n Account of tneir joint 
Pyracies, under Low the r as chief Commands, till 
the 28th of May 172 2, when they took a Brgantme 
of Bojlon , bound thither from St. Cbr 1 flop bets ; at 
which they parted, and Edzvard Low went into the 
Brigantine, with forty four others, who choie him 
their Captain : They took with tnem two Uuns, 
four Swivels, fix Quarter-caTs of Powder, iome 
Provifions and fo left Lowther to proiecute Ins Ad- 
ventures, with the Men he had left. 

Their firil Adventure in the Br’gantire was on 
Sunday the 3d Day O l Jane, when ih*y took a Vtilel 
belonging to Amboy , John Heuice Mailer, w hom he 
rifted of lits Provifions, and ict go ; the i..nse Day 
he met with a Sloop, James Galquhoon Mailer, off 
Rhode ljland, bound into tnat Port. This Snip he 
£rft Plundered, and tnen cut away his Boltfpi it, and 
all his Rigging; as ialfo his Sails from his Yards, 
and wounded the Mafter, to prevent his getting in 
to give Intelligence, and then flood away to the 
South-Eaftw'ard, with all the Sail he could make, 
there being but little Wind. 

Low j udged right in making Sail from the Co. ft, 
for a longer ftav had proved fatal to him ; for not- 
wichftandmg the difabled Condition he h d trough c 
the Sloop into, {he made ftnfc to get into Block' 
ljland, at 12 o’Clock that Night, ard immedij.eiv 
difpatch’d a Whale-Boat to Rhode ljland , which got 
thither by fever, the next Morning, with an Account 
of the Pyrate, his Force, and what had hapj card 
to him : As foon as the Governor had received ti»o 
Information, he ordered a Drum to be\t up for Vo- 
luntiers, and two of die Left Sloops tnen m u c Har- 
bour to be fitted out : He gave Commiftions to one 
Captain John Headland, and Captain John Brown, 
jun. for ten Days ; the former had eigne Guls end 
two Swivels, and the latter fix Guns, well fs.rcd 
with fmall Arms, and in both Sloops 140 hour Fel- 
lows. All this was performed with fo much Expe- 
dition, that before Sun -fee they were unoer Sail, 
turning out of the Harbour, a: the fame Time the 
Pyrate was feen from Flock ljland, which g ive great 
Hopes that the Since > would b? Mailers of her the 
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next Day : This however did not happen, for the 
Sloops returned into the Harbour fome Days after- 
ward , without fo much as feeing tneir Enemy. 

After this Efcape, Captain Low went into Port 
upon the Coalk ; for he Jiad not frefh Water cuougu 
to run to tne Iflmd?, where he ft; id a few Days, 
getting Provifions and what Nectflhries the Crew 
wanted, and then fad'd for Purcliale (as they call it) 
ftierYg their Courfe for Marblehead. 

About the 12th of July\ the Brigantine failed in- 
fo the Harbour of Port Rofemary , and there found 
thirteen Ships and Veflels, but none of Force, at 
Anchor ; they fprcad their black Flag, and ran in 
among them ; Low telling them from the Jlrig n- 
tine, that they lhould have no Quarters if they refill- 
ed . In the mean Time they mann'd and arm d 
their Boat, and took PofTefiion 01 e\er) one of them, 
plunder'd them of what they thought fit, and con- 
verted one to their own Ufe, iz. a Spooner of 80 
7 uns. Aboard of tiiis they put to Carriage Guns, 
and 50 Men, and Low himfelf went Captain, and 
named her the Fancy , making one Charles Harris 
(who u as at fir it foicrd into their Service out of 
the Gytyhound of Bojlon, by Lowther, of which Ship 
Hay us was lccond Mate) Captain of the Brigan- 
tine: Out of the Yefkls they took feveral Hands, 
and encreaicd the* Company to So Men, who ail 
fgneu tne A nicies ; fon;e willingly, and u few' per- 
haps by force ; and fo they failed away from Mar- 
blehead. 

Some Time after this, they met with two Sloops 
bound for Bojion, with Provihons for the Garri:on ; 
the Scooner coming up frit, fhe attacked them ; 
but there hapjening to be an Cfncer and fome Sol- 
diers on board, who gave them a waim Reception, 
Low chole to ftay till he could be joined by tl e 
Brigantine ; in the n.tan while the Sloops mace the 
beli of their Way, and the P) rates gave ti ern Lhrce 
two Days, and at laft left Sight of them in a Peg. 

T t.ey now lteer’d for the. Leeward Iflar.ds, but in 
their Voyage met with fuch a Flurricare of \\ ind, 
that tlie like had not been known ; the Sea ran 
Mountain high, and feenitd to threaten them every 
Moment with Deflruflion. It was no Time now to 
kok out for Plunder, but to fi\e thcmlelves, if 
prflible, ficn. pcrifurg. All Hards wcie cortiiual- 
1) cl plo)ed Night and Day, on board the Br.gan- 
tii.e, and all litPe trough ; lor ti e Wave: went 
ever her, Jo that thty weie forced to ketp the Pump 
conftamiy gong, btfidcs thcii Buckets. Nctwith- 
fiandirg which, fndirg themfelves not able to keep 
her lice, and kemg the utmoli Danger before their 
Fjes, they turn'd to the 7 ;eGe, ard hoifted out 
their Provifions, and other heavy Goods, and thiew 
them ovtr boaid, with fix of ti.eir Guns ; fo that 
by lightening the eflel, fhe might rife to the 7 op 
of the Sea with the Waves. '1 hey \\c:e aiio going 
to cut away their Mull ; but confiderirg 1 c\v dan- 
gerous it would be to be lei t in luch a Condition, 
they re.clv'd to delay it to the laft, which was a 
gieat deal of Prudence in them ; for a Ship without 
Malts or Sails lies like a Log upor, the Water, ar.d, 
if attack’d muft fight with Difndvamrge, ti e woik- 
ing of her ben g tne moil artful Part or the Engage- 
ment, bccaufc fl?e may fome times bring all her great 
Guns on ei.e Side, to Lear upon her Enemy, when 
the difi.bled Ship c..n do little or iiothing. 

Bur to proceed ; by their throwing over-board the 
heavy Goods, ti e '\ cfTeJ made conhcerable Ids Wa- 
ter, ai d the) could keep it under with the Pump on- 
ly, which gave them Hopes and new Life ; io that 
inftead of cutting all away, they took nectflhry Mea- 
iuies to Jtcure the Mali, by making Picventor- 


Shrowdr, {5V. and then they wore and lay too up- 
on the other Tack, till the Storm was over. Tne 
Scooner made lome fome what better Wuatuer of if 
of the two, but W'as pretty roughly handled noiwidv 
Handing, Having ipiit ner Main- Gil, fprung her Bolt* 
iprit, and cut her Anchors from ncr Bows. 1 iu 
Brigantine by running nway to Leewaio. when fhe 
woie upon the Larboard 7 ‘ack, jiad loll Sight of the 
Scooner ; but not Knowing whether fhe might bt 
lde or not, as foon as ti.e Wind abated, Lie fe 
her Mam- Sail and Lop-Sail, and made fhori Trip, 
to Windward ; and the next Day had tne good ror 
tune to come in Sight of ner Coniort, who, upoi 
a Sigi 7 , wnich the other knew, bore down to ner 
and the Crew were overjoy'd to meet again, af;e 
iuch i.j Treatment from tne Winds and Seas. 

After the Storm, Low got fafe to a imall Iflanc 
one of the Weather. nofl of the Carihbees> and tiier 
fitted their YefleL, as well as the PI ce could aflVu 
f uty got Provifions of tie Natives in c/ciiang 
for Goods of t he t own ; and as ioon as the Br * 
gamine was iczCy, 'tsvas judg’d neceflary to tak i 
n fhert Crt.nc, and lea Vo roe bcooner in the Ha 1 
hour ml nti Return. 1 he Briganrine fail’d out a« I 
- oraingly, and hud not been out many Days befo 
they met a Ship at Sea, tout had loft all her Mall j 
On board of i,er they went, and rook from her ‘I 
Money ana Goods, to the Value of 100c/. ai 
fo left her in the Condition they found her : Tl « 
Snip was bound home from Latlaaoes, but loft J 
her Malts in the late Storm, was making lor a j 
tegoa, to refir, where fhe afterwards arriv’d. 

The Storm juft fpoken of, was found to ha I 
done mcreoible Damage in thole Parts of the Worl 1 
but however, it appear’d to have been more vioit I 
at Jamaica, both to the Jflnnd and Snipping: Thi 
was iucu a prodigious Swell of the Sea, mat feve ( 
hunened Tuns of Stones and Rocks, were thro* | 
over tne Wall of the Town of Port Royal and 1 
7 own it felf was overflowed, ai d above half 1 ( 
ftroy’d ; there being the next Morning five Fc , 
Water front cue End to the other; the Ca»,non 
I ort Charles were demounted, and fome waft 
into the Sea 0 and four bundled People loft try* 
Lives ; a more melanckoliy Signt was fcarce ever i<[ 
when the Water ebb’d away all the Streets be J 


covered with Ruins of Home?, Wrecks of Veil* I 


ana a great Number of dead Bodies, for forty Sail f 
Ships in the Haibotr, were caft away. 

The Bngai tine returned to the Jfland, where ; 
had left the Seoor.cr, who being ready to fail, t 
put to the Vote of the Company, what Voyage > 
take next ; and herein they follow'd the Advice f 
the Captain, who thought it rot ad vi fable to go:' 
farther to Leeward, becaule of ti e Men of War w) 
were cruifing in their feveral Stations, which tD 
were 1 ot at all fond of meeting; and therefore ; t 
was agreed to go to the Azores , or Weflern Jflan*. 

The latter End of July , Low took a French Sf 
of 34 Guns, and carried her along with him to je 
Azores . He came into St. MichaiFs Road the d 
of Aagnft , and took Jeven Sail that were lying th< , 
wz. tne Kofirc Dame Mere de Dint, Captarn Ref 
Commancer ; u.e Dove, Captain Cox; the } e 
Pink, formerly a JVkn of War, Captain FhomfJ ; 
another EngUJb Si ip, Captain Chandler ; and trie 
other Vtfteis. Fie tineatned all with piefent Ddh 
who refifttd, which ftiuck iuch a Terror to th 1, 


that they yieked themielves up a Frey to the ’J* 
lains, without firing a Gun. 


7 he Pyrate> bc.i g in great Want of Water d 
f rc Hi Provifions, Low lent to the Governor of i. 
Michael's for a Supply, and promifed upon it 
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Gonlition to relenfc the Ships he hid ia.;en but o- 
therwife to burn them all. This Demand the Go- 
vernor thought it not prudent to refufe, but lent tue 
Provlfton he required ; upon which, he releafed fix 
of the Ships (after he lnd plundered them of what 
he thought fit) and the other, viz. the Rye rink, 
was made a Pyrate Ship, which Low himlelt took 

the Command of. . , _ , . 

The Py rates took feveral of the Guns out of the 
French Ship, which proved not very fit for their 
Turn, fo that they mounted them aboard the hole, 
and condemned the former to the Flames They 
took all the Crew out of her, but the Cook, who, 
they faid, being a greafy Fellow would fry 'veil m 
the Fire ; fo the poor Man was bound to the Main- 
matt, and burnt in the Ship, to the no ftnall Di- 
verfton of Low and his Mirmidons. 

Low ordered the Scooner to lie in the Fare be- 
tween St. Michael's and St. Mary's, where, about 
the zoth of Anguft , Captain Carter m the Wright 
Galley had the ill Fortune to come in her Way ; 
and becaufc at firlt they Ihewed Inclinations to de- 
fend thcmfelves and what they had, the Pyrates cut 
and mangled them in a barbarous Manner ; particu- 
larly fome Portuguese Paffengers, two of which being 
Friers, they lied them up at each Arm of the Fore- 
Yard, but let them down again before they were 
quite dead, and this they repeated feveral Times out 

of Sport. . ~ 

Another Portuguese, who was a]fo C-iptain Car- 
ter's Paflenger, putting on a forrowful Countenance 
at what heTawadled, one of this vile Crew attacked 
him upon the Deck, faying, he did not like his Looks, 
and thereupon gave him one Blow a-crofs his Belly 
with his Cutlaih, that cut out his Bowels, and he 
fell down dead without fpeaking a Word. At the 
fame Time, another of thefe Rogues cutting at a 
Prifoner, miffed his Murk, and Low Handing in his 
Way, very opportunely received the Stroke upon his 
under Jaw, which laid the Teeth bare ; upon this the 
Surgeon was called, who immediately ditched up 
the Wound ; but Low finding Fault with the Opera- 
tion, the Surgeon being tollerably drunk, as it was 
cultomary for every Body to be, firuck Low fuch a 
Blow with his Fill, that broke out all the Stitches, 
and then bid him few up his Chops himfelf and be 
damned ; fo that Low made a very pitiful Figure tor 

fome Time after. . 

When they had plundered Captain Carter s Ship, 
feveral of them were lor burning her, as they had 
done the Frenchman, but it was otherwife refolved at 
laft ; for, after they had cut her Cables, Rigging, 
and Sails to Pieces, they left her to the Mercy ot 

th After thefe Depredations, they fleered for the 
Illand of Madera, where miffing other Booty, they 
took up with a Fiihing Boat, with two old Men and 
a Boy in her, one of which they detainea on board, 
but fent the other afhore with a Flag of Truce, de- 
manding a Boat of Water of the Governor, on Pain 
of taking away the old Man’s Life, whom they 
threatned to hang at the Yard Arm, upon their Re- 
fu fal ; but the Thing being comply’d with the old 
Man was honourably (as the Pyrates fay) difeharged, 
and all the three much handfomer cloathed than when 
they took them. From this Iflandthey failed to the 
Canaries , where meeting no Prey, they continued 
their Courfe for the Cape de V erd lflands, and at Bo - 
navifla took a Ship called the Liverpool Merchant , 
Captain Goulding , from whom they Bole a great 
Quantity of Provifions and dry Goods, 300 Gallons 
of Brandy, two Guns and Carriage*, a Mall, Yard, 
and Hawfers, beiidcs fix of his Men, and then 
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would not let them trade there, nor at St. Nicholas , 
but obliged Captain Goulding to go with his Snip 
to the iBe of May. 

The Pyrate alfo took among thefe lflands a Ship 
belonging to Liverpool , one Scot Commander ; two 
Portuguefc Sloops bound for BmJH ; a imall Eng- 
lijh Sloop trading there, 'James Peafe MaBer, boui d 
to Santa Cruz, ; and three Sloops from St Thomas 
bound to Curafo ; the Mailers Names were Lilly , 
Staples , and Simpkins ; all which tney plundered, and 
then let them go about their Bufinefs, excepr one 
Sloop, which they fitted up for the following Pur- 
pofe. 

Low had heard by one of the above-mentioned 
Ships, that two fmall Gullies were expedled every 
Day at the IVeJlern IJlands , viz tne Greyhound, 
Captain Glafs , and the Joliff, Captain Aram j tne 
farmer of which was defignea to be fitted for the py- 
ratical Trade to Braftl , if Things had happened to 
their Minds. They mann’d the Sloop, and tent her 
in queB of one or both of thefe Ships to tne IVcf. 
tern IJlands aforefaid, whilil they careeen’d their Ship 
Rofe, at one of the Cape de Herd's : But now For- 
tune, that had hitherto been io propitious to them, 
left her Minions, and baffled for the preient all their 
Hopes; for the Sloop miffing of their Prey, was re- 
duc’d to great Neccffities for want of Provifions and 
Water, io that they ventured to go afhore at St. Mi- 
chael's for a Supply, and to pals for a Trader ; but 
they play’d their Parts fo aukwardly, that they 
were fufpeCted by the Governor to be what they real- 
ly were, and he was foon put out of Doubt by a 
Vifit fome Portugueje made them, who happened 
unluckily to be Patfengers in Captain Carter s Ship, 
when Low took her, and knew the Gentlemen’* 
Faces very well ; upon which the whole Crew wan 
conduced into the CaBle, where they were provid* 
ed for as long as they liv’d. 

~ Low, in the mean Time, did not fare quite fo ill, 
but had his intended Voyage to Brafil ipoil’ci, by 
the overfetting of his Ship, when fhe was upon the 
Careen, whereby fhe was loB, fo that lie was re- 
duc’d to his old Scooner, which he called tne Fancy, 
aboard of which they all went, to the Number of 
io? as vile Rogues as ever ended their Lives at 
Tyburn. They proceeded now to rhe V/eJl Indies , 
but before they had gotten far on their Vo> age, they 
attacked a rich Portuguefe Snip, Called the Nojtra 
Signiora de Victoria, oound home from Bahia , and 
after fome Reliftance took her. Low tortured fe- 
veral of the Men, to make them declare wuere the 
Money (which he fuppofed tney had on board) lay, 
and extorted by tnat Means, a Conftilion that tne 
Captain had, during the Chace, hung our of tne Ca- 
bin Window, a Bag with 11,00 3 Moidores ; and 
that, as foon as he was taken, he cut the Rope off, 
and let it drop into the Sea, 

Low, upon hearing what a Prize had e'ciped him, 
raved like a Fury, ivvore a thouiand Oaihs, and 
ordered the Captains Lips to be cut off, which ue 
broil’d before his Face, and afterward, murchered 
him and all his Crew, being thirty two Perions. 

After this bloody Adtion, they continued the«r 
Courfe, till they came to the Northward of all the 
1 Bands, * where they cruifed for about a Month ; in 
which Time they made Prizes of tne following Vef- 
fel«, viz a Sloop from New York to Curacoa , Ro- 
bert Leonard Mailer; a Sloop from tne Bay, bound 
to New-Tork , Craig Mailer ; a Snow from London 
and Jamaica , bound to New York ; and the Stan - 
hope Pink, And> ew D Abridge Mailer, from Jamai- 
ca' to Bofton ; which laft they burnt, became of Low's 
irrecoucileable Averiion to Sew England Men. 
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After this Cruife, they went into one of the Ifhnds 
and clean’d, and then Peer’d by the Bay of Hondu- 
ras , where they arrived about the Middle of March 
1722 3, and met a Sloop turning out of the laid Bay. 
The Pyrates had hoiited up Spani/h Colours, and 
continued them till they drew near the Sloop ; then 
they hail’d them down, hoifled their black Flag, 
fired a broadfide, and boarded her. This Sloop 
was a Spaniard of fix Guns, and 70 Men, that came 
into the Bay that Morning, and meeting there with 
five Ejiglifk Sloops and a Pink, had made Prizes of 
them all, plundered them, and brought the Mahers 
of the Veflels away Prifoners, for the Ranfom of the 
Logwood ; their Names were Tuthill, Norton , New- 
bury, Sprat fort , dark , and Parrot . 1 he Spaniards 

made no Refinance, fo that the Englijb Pyrates loon 
became their Mailers, and fell to rifling ; but find- 
ing the above mentioned People in the Hold, and 
feveral Englith Goods, they confulted Looms their 
Captain theieupon, and without examining any fur- 
ther, the Refolution pafs’d to kill all the Company ; 
and the Pyrates, without any Ceremony, fell Pell- 
Mell to Execution, with their Swords, Cutlalhes, 
Pole-Axes, and Piftols, cutting, flafhing, and /hoot- 
ing the poor Spaniards , at a fad Rate. Some of 
the miferable Creatures jump’d down into the Hold, 
but could not avoid the Mafiacre ; they met Death 
every where, for if they efcap’d it from one Hand, 
they were fure to penih by another ; the only Pro- 
(peft they had of Life, was to fly from the Rage of 
thofe mercilefs Men, and to trull to the more mer- 
ciful Sea 5 and accordingly a great many leap’d over- 
board, and fwam for the Shore. 

Looks perceiving this, ordered the Canoe to be 
mann’d, and fent in Purfuit of them ; by which 
Means feveral of the poor unhappy Men were knock- 
ed on the Head in the Water, as they endeavouring 
to get to Land ; however, about twelve of them 
reached to the Shore, but in a miferable Condition, 
being very much wounded, and what became of them 
afterwards was not known ; except that one, who, 
while the Pyrates were at their Sports and PaAimes 
afhore, finding himfelf very weak, and fainting with 
his Wounds, and not knowing where to go for Help 
and Relief, in this Extremity, he came back to them, 
and begg’d for God fake, in the moll eamell Man- 
ner- poflible, that they would give him Quarters ; 
upon which, one of the Villains took hold ofhim, 

and faid, G d — a him, he would give him g:cd 

Quarters prefently, and made the poor Spaniard down 
©n his Knees ; then taking his Fufee, put the Muz- 
zle of it into his Mouth, and fired down his Throat. 
*Twas thought the relt did not long furvive their 
miferable Condition, and could not prolong their 
Lives, to add to the Mifery of them. 

When the murdering Work was over, they ru- 
maged the Spanijh Pyrate, and brought all the Booty 
aboard their own Veflels : The fix Mafiers afore- 
mentioned, found in the Hold, they reAored to their 
refpeftive Veflels : They forced away the Carpen- 
ter from the Pink, and then fet Fire to the Spaniih 
Sloop, and burnt her ; which 3 aA Scene concluded the 
DeAruftion of their Enemy, Ship, and Crew. 

Loots fet the MaAers of the Veflels free, but would 
rot iuffer them to Aeer for Jamaica , where they 
were bound, for fear the Men of War fhould get In- 
telligence of them ; but forced them all to go to 
Neoss York, threatning them with Death, when they 
met them again, if they refufed to comply with his 
Damands. 

In the next Cruife, which was between the Lee- 
ward Ifhnds and the Main, they took two Snows, 
bound from Jamaica to Liverpool, and a Snow from 
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Jamaica to London , Bridds Mil tier ; as alfo a $h:p 
from Biddiford to Jamaica , John Pinkham Com- 
mander ; and two Sloops from Jamaica 10 Vi rginieu 

On the 27th of May, Loots and his Confer: Har- 
ris , came off South Carolina , and met with tnrte 
good Ships, viz,, the Croovn Capuin Lovereign , the 
King William* the Carteret , and a Brigantine, who 
al! came out of Carolina together two Days befo e. 
The Pyrates were at the Trouble of chafing them, 
and Captain Lovereign being me flerumoit, Ihe fell 
firfl a Prey into tneir Hands ; and they fpent ad 
the Day in coming up with the red. 

Within a few Days they cook a Ship called the 
Anifter dam Merchant , Captain Willard , from Ja- 
maica, but belonging to New- England ; as Loots 
let none of that Country depart without fume Marks 
of his Rage, he cut off t*iia Gentleman’s Ears, flit 
up his Note, and cut him in feveral Places of* n;s 
Body, and alter pluncering his Snip, let him puriuc 
his Voyage. 

After tnis he took a Sloop bound to Amboy , Wil- 
liam Frazier Mafler, with whom Mr. Loots happen- 
ing to be dilpleafed, he order’d lighted Matches to 
be ty’d between t lie Mens Fingers which burnt all 
the Flelh off the Bones; they then cut them in fe- 
veral Parts of their Bodies with Ivnives and Cut- 
lalhes ; afterwards they took all their Provifions a- 
way, and fet iome of them afhore in an uninhabited 
Part of the Country 

The Kingfion , Captain Efivsick ; another Ship, 
one Burlington Muller ; two Brigantines from Caro* 
Una to London , a Sloop from Virginia to Bermudas ; 
a Snip from Clafcovs to Virginia ; a Scooner from 
New York to South Carolina ; a Pink from Virginia 
to Dartmouth ; and a Sloop from Philadelphia to 
Surinam, all fell a Prey to thefc Villains upon this 
Cruife, befides the above-mentioned. 

It happened that at this Time one of his Majefty’s 
Ships was upon the Crude, on this Station, and got 
Intelligence of fome of the mifehievous AcAions of 
this Mifcreant, by one of the Veffels that had been 
plundered by him ; upon which, fleering as directed, 
{he came in Signt of the Pyrates by break of Day, 
on the 10th of June. Tne Rovers looking out for 
Prey, foon faw, and gave Chuce to the Man of War, 
which was called the Greyhound , a Ship of 20 Gun*, 
and 1 20 Men, rather inferior in Force than other- 
wile, to the iwo Pyrate Veflels: 'i he Greyhound , 
finding them fo eager, was in no Doubt what they 
(hould be, and therefore tuck'd and flood from them, 
giving the Pyrates an Opportunity to chace her for 
two Hours, till all Things were in Reudinefs for an 
Engagement, and die Pyrates about Gun fliot off ; 
then the Greyhound tack’d again, and flood towards 
the two Sloops. One of thefc Sloops was called the 
Fancy , and commanded by Low himfelf, and the 
other the Ranger , commanded by Harris ; both 
which hoifled tneir pyratical Colours, and fired each 
a Gun. When the Greyhound came within Mufquet- 
fhot, {he hailed up her Main-fail, and dapp’d clofe 
upon a Wind; to keep trie Pyrates from running to 
Leeward, and then engag’d; But when the Rogues 
found who they had to deal with, they edg’d away 
under the Man of War’s Stern, and the Greyhound 
Banding after them, they mace a running Fight for 
about two Hours; but L* tele Wind happening, the 
Sloops gained from her, by the Help of their Oars 
upon which the Greyhound lef: off firing, and turn- 
ed all Hands to their own Oars, and at three in the 
Afternoon came up with them. The Pyrates haul’d 
upon a Wind to receive the Man of War, and the 
Eight was immediately renew’d, with a brifl: Fire 
on both Sides, till the Ranger's Main-Yard was {hot 
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wn,and the Greyhound prefling clofe upon the difa- 
M Sloop, Low, in the other, thought fie to bear 
• ay and leave his Confort a Sacrifice to his 

I emy ; who (feeing the Cowardice and Treachery 
<his Commodore and Leader, having ten or twelve 
yen killed and wounded, and finding there was no 
Ability of efciping) called out for Quarters, and 
1 render’d themfelves to Juftice, whicn proved ie- 
<*e enough to them a-while afterwards. 

The Conduft of Low was furprizing in this Ad- 
jure, becaufe his reputed Courage and Boldnefs 
]1, hitherto, fo poiTelfed the Minds of all People, 

1 1 he became a Terror, even to his own Men ; but 
1 Beh :viour throughout this whole Adtion, fhewed 
] l to be a bafe cow ardly Villain, for had Low's 
{op fought half fo briskly as Harris's had dome 
f{ they were under a folemn Oath to do) the Man of 
Mr, in the Opinion of foine prefent, could never 
pehurted them. 

I The Greyhound carried in their Prize to Rhode 
|W, to the great Joy of the whole Province, tho* 
t Sitisfa&ion had been more coinplea-c, if the great 
] j himfelf had grac’d the Triumph. The Prifo- 
I, were ilrongly fecured in a Goal, till a Court of 
*\ :e- Admiralty could beheld for their Tryals, which 
[ *n on the loth Day of July, at Newport , and 
( tinned three Days. 

lrm» marrow Eicape of Low and his Companions, 
c would have thougnr, might have brought them 
ta little Confideration of their black and horrid 
( nes, and to look upon this Interval as an Oppor- 
ty put into their Hands by Providence, to recon- 
themfelves to God, by a hearty and fincere Re- 
:ance. But alas ! they were dead to all Good - 
, and had not fo much as one Spark of Virtue to 
them up to be thankful for fuch an eminent De- 
-ance : But inftead thereof, vented a Million of 
hs and Curfes upon the Captain of the- Greyhound, 
ing to execute Vengeance upon all they fhould 
t with afterwards, for the Indignity he put upon 
a. 

'he firft Prey that they met with, after their 
f ht, was a final I Sloop belonging to Nantucket , a 
(I* ale Fifhing, about 8o Miles from Land ; the 
Mer of which, one Nathan Skiff', a br ilk joung 
low, the Pyrates ciuelly whipp’d naked about the 
L:k, making his Torture their Sport ; after which 
tL cut off ms Ears, and laft of all (hot him through 
tiHead, and then funk his VefTel ; putting the reft 
o he Hands into their Whale-Boat, with a Compafs, 
si tie Water, and a few Bifkets. Nevertnelefs, it 
inggood Weather, they providentially got fufe to 
hitucket, beyond all Expectation. 

^here was another Whale-Boat, belonging to this 
Sop iaft mentioned, which happened to be at fome 
t. a nee from her, and, perceiving what was doing, 
T(ed with all Speed to another Sloop not far off, to 
tuaint her witn the Misfortune, that the Men might 
13 ' care of themfelves ; by which Means fhe happily 
!<a\vuy in Time. Some Days after. Low took a 
King- Bo? t off of Block If and, but did not perpe- 
m fo mucii Cruelty on her, contenting himfelf 
tii only cutring off the Mailer’s Head : But after 
I: ug two WhJe-Boats neir Rhode IJland, he cauf- 
« >r»e of the Maifer’s Bodies to be ripp’d up, and 
h In f ra?Is to be taken out ; and cut off the Ears of 
tl other, and made him eat them himfelf with Pep- 
and Salt; which hard Injunction he comply’d 
v ), without making a Word. Several other Pcr- 
he would have murthered, but Humanity pre- 
rig in the He rts of his Companions, they refufed 
ut his Orders in Execution. 

roin ti e Co dt of Nw- England, Lew failed di- 
y for Newfoundland^ and, near Cape Bn tor,. 


took two or three and twenty French Veflels ; one of 
which, of 22 Gun?, he mann’d with Pyrates, making 
a lore of a Man of War of her. With this Ship he 
fcower’d the Harbours and Banks of Newfoundland ; 
and took fixteen or eighteen other Ships and Vef- 
fels, all which they plunder’d, and foine they de- 
ftroy’d. 

Thus thefc inhumane Wretches went on, not con- 
tented to fatisfy their Avarice only, and travel in the 
common Road of Wickednefs ; but, like their Pa- 
tron, the Devil, they made Milchief their S^oit, 
Cruelty their Delight, and damning of Souls their 
conilant Employment. Of all the pyratical Crews 
that were ever iieard of, none of the Engljb Name 
came up to this in Barbarity; tlieir Mirth and their 
Anger had much the lame Effedt, for both were ufu- 
ally gratify’d with the Cues and Groans of their Pri- 
foners ; fo that they almoft as often murthered a 
Man from the Excels of good Humour, as out of 
Paftion and Refentment ; and the Unfortunate could 
never be allured of Safety from them, for Danger 
lurked in their very Smiles. An InlLnce of this had 
like to have happened to one Captain Graves, Ma- 
iler of a Virginia Ship which thc7 had taken ; for as 
foon as he came aboard of the Pyrate, Low took a 
Bowl of Punch in his Hand, and drank to him, lay- 
ing, Captain Graves, here's half this to you. But 
the poor Gentleman, being too fenfibly touched at 
the Misfortune of falling into his Hands, modeirly 
defired to be excufed, for that he could not drink; 
whereupon Low draws out a Piftol, cocks it, and 
with the Bow] in t’other Hand, told him, he fhould 
either take one or the other : S© Graves , without 
Hefitation, made Choice of the Vehicle that con- 
tained the Punch, and guttled down about a Quart, 
when he had the leaft Inclination thaf ever he had in 
his Life to be merry. 

About the latter End of July 1725, Low took a 
large Ship called the Merry Cbriftmas , and fitted her 
for a Pyrate, cut feveraj Ports in her, and mounted 
her with 34 Guns He goes aboard of this Ship him- 
felf, sfTumes the Title of Admiral, and hoifts a black 
Flag, with the Figure of Death in red, at the Main- 
topmaft Head, and take* another Voyage to the 
JVeJlern If ends, where he arrived at the Beginning 
of September. The firft VefTel he met with there 
was a Brigantine, formerly an EngUjb Sloop, com- 
manded by Elias Wild, but lately bought by a For- 
tuguefe Nobleman, and altered She was manned 
p rtly with Englijb , and partly with Par tuguefe ; 
the latter Low caufed to be Ding’d, by Way of 
Reprifal, lor fome of his own Men fent thither in 
a Sloop from the Cape de F erd If anas, as has been 
mentioned : The Engli/b Men he tnruft into their 
own Boat, tofhifcfor themfelves, and iet Fire to tne 
VefTel. 

At St. Michael's, they fent in their Boats, and 
cut out of the Roxd a new Lcnd n built Ship of 14 
Guns, commanded by Captain T ompfon, who was 
taken there me Year before, by Lew, in the Rofs 
Pink. The Boats had fewer Men than the Ship, and 
Captain Thompfon would h. ve defended himfelf, but 
his Men through Cowardice, or too great an incli- 
nation of becoming P) rates themfelves, refufeo to 
Band by him, and he was obliged to f.rren- or. 
When he enme aboard the Pyrate, he had his £urs 
cut offoole to his Head, for only propping to reftft 
Admiral Low's bhcK Flag ; they then gave him one 
of his own Boats, and burnt his Ship. 

The next a Port ug uefe Bark that fell into their 
Hands, wno'e Men c^me off fomewhat better than 
ufual, for they onJ; cu' then; with their Cut ladies, 
out oi Vv antonneis, turned t..em all into their Boar, 
and fct thur Vcirei 011 l ire. When the Boat was 
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going from the Side of the Ship, one of Low's Men, 
who, we may fuppofe, was forced into the Gang, 
was drinking with a Silver Tankard at one of the 
Ports, and took his Opportunity to drop into the 
Boat among the Portuguefe, and lie down in the Bot- 
tom, in order to efcape along with them : After he 
had flowed himfelf in the Boat, fo as not to be feen, 
it came into his Head, that the Tankard might prove 
of fome Ufe to him where he was going ; fo he got 
up again, laid hold of the Utenfil, and went oft, 
without being difeovered : In which Attempt had he 
failed, no doubt his Life, if not the Lives of all the 
People in the Boat, would have paid for it : 1 he 
Name of this Man was Richard Hains . 
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Low took his old Tour to he Canaries , Cape 
V trd Iftands, and fo to the Coaft of Guinn ; but r 
thing extraordinary happened till he arrived m. 
Sierraleon in Jlfrica, where he met with a Ship c 
led the Delight , Captain Hunt Commander ; t 
Ship the Pirates thought fit for their own Purpo 
for fhe had been a fmall Man of War, and carried 
Guns, however, they mounted 16 on board L 
mann’d her with 60 Men, and appointed one Sprig 
whowas then their Quavter-mafter, to be Captain 
her, who, two Days after, feparated from the Adr. 
ral, and went to the Weft Indies a pyrating, upon 
owe and particular Company’s Account, where 
the ptefent we fhall leave them. 
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I T cannot be amifs to conclude the Lives of the 
Pyrates with an Account of Captain Jaen y who 
wax condemn’d by an High Court of Admiralty 
for the Murder of his Cabin Boy, and executed at 
Execution- Dock : For, tho’ this Malefadtor was no 
Pyrate, yet the laid Circumftances, and his fuffering 
for a Crime committed on the High Seas, makes 
this a properer Place for what we have to fay con. 
cerning him, than any other in the Book. We fhall 
be as brief in our Relation as the Nature of the Cafe 
will admit, becaufc of proceeding with the High- 
waymen, &c. 

The Parents of John Jaen liv’d in very good Cir- 
cumftanccs at Briftol ; they bred this their Son up 
in the Knowledge of every Thing that was requilite 
for a Youth whom they defigned to put to a Trade ; 
nor did he at all balk their Expedition in the Pro* 
grefs he made ; for he became not only a Proficient 
in Writing and Accompts, but attained alfo a con- 
fiderable lnfight into the Latin Tongue. When he 
had finifh’d the Courfe of his Learning, under the 
belt Mailers his Friends could provide for him, he 
was removed from his Purfuit of the Mufes, and 
bound Apprentice to a Cooper in his native City, 
with whom he ferv’d out his Time with Induitry and 
Fidelity ; tho’ there was always a remarkable Seve- 
rity in his Temper, which Dilpofition, we may 
fuppofe, at laft prompted him to the barbarous Aft 
for which he fuffer’d, as foon as it found Scope to 
exert itfelf, of which it had too much at Sea, where 
the Mailer’s Command is too abfolute to be put into 
the Hands of any Man who wants Compaflion. 

After he had compleated the Time of his Servi- 
tude, he apply ’d himfelf to his Trade with the fame 
Diligence he had difeover’d while he was an Appren- 
tice, going fometimes to Sea for the Advancement of 
his Fortune ; which defir’d Effeft happen’d in the 
Year 1724, when he became Mailer of a Ship called 
the Burnett , fitted out by fome Merchants of Briftol 
for South Carolina . This was the full and laft Vo y. 
age in which he was Commander ; for it was in his 
Return home in March , 1725, that he committed 
the Murder of which we fliall now give fuch Account 
at was depofed againft him in Court. 
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Being apprehended as foon as he came On Shi J ft 
and fent up to London , he was indifted at tne f; ;|b 
Seflions of Admiralty, where Gow, Weaver, I: ft 
their Companions, received Sentence of Death , r 
the Murder of Richard Pye on the high Seas, wii t 
thirty Leagues ©f Carolina , and within the Jurif - u 
tion of the Admiralty of England , by beating I rt 
ftriking the laid Richard Pye with a Rope, on [ F 
Head, Shoulders, Arms, Back, Breaft, and Sides, 1 m 
the 15th of March laft ; of which beating and ft * 
ing the laid Richard Pye did languifh till the 211 f E 
the fame Montn, and then dy’d : Lut the Piift r ? il 
making Affidavit in Court, that two of his man 1 1 
Witnelfes, Captain Samuel Jennings and John 71 -| i 
feth r were abfent at Sea, having been gone . bo t f 
Fortnight before, the Court tieferr’d his Trial § t 
another Time. This Scftions of Admiralty, at \vl 1 < 
he was firft indifted, was held on the 26th and 2 1 
of May y in the fame Year the Faft was comi ;• 
ted, and not above nine Weeks after the Deat >f 
the Boy. • 

On the 27th of Jpril, 172 6, anorher Seftions f 
Admiralty was held at the Old Bailey , before t 
Honourable Sir Henry Penrict y Judge, aflifted by c 
Honourable Mr. Baron Hale ; at which Cap n 
Creagh was indifted for felonioufty finking the g d 
Ship the Friendjhip y of which he was Commanc ; 
but there appearing no Evidence fufficient to con i* 
him of fuch a Charge, he wa<* acquitted. C2p n 
John Jaen was then let to the Bar again, and a - 
cond Time arraign’d on an Indictment for the IV *• 
der of his Cabin Boy Richard Pye, which Fad wa t 
forth in the Words before related. 

It appeared by the Evidence produced agrfl 
him, that he either whipp’d the Boy himfelf »r 
caufed him to be whipp’d, every Day during e 
Voyage ; that he canlcd him to be ty’d to the IV n 
Mali with Ropes for nine Days together, extent g 
his Arms and Legs to the utteimolt, whipping . n 
with a Cat, as it is commonly called, made of e 
fmall Cords, till he was bloody, and then cau g 
his Wounds to be fcveral times wafh’d with B c 
and Pickle ; that under this terrible Ufsge the .y 
grew fpecchlefs very ioon ; that the Captain, i> 

vvithlbnc g 


Pyrates , Highway me )i> Murderers , &c. 


withftanding, continued his barbarous Ufage, flapp- 
ing on him, beating him, and abufmg him, nay e- 
ven obliging him to cat hi? own Excrements, thougn 
it immediately forced its Way up again ; that when 
the Boy, in iiis Agony and Pain, made Signs for a 
Dram, the faid Captain in Deriiion took a Glafs, 
earned it into the Ctbin and made Water theicin, 
and then brought it to the Boy to drink, who )C- 
fufed the fame; that the lamentable Condition the 
Boy wui in made no lmprdfion on the Captain, who 
continued to treat him with the fame Barbarity, by 
whipping, pickling, kicking, beating and bruiting 
him, all the while he was lingering out his milcra- 
hle Life ; that on the sery lafl Day of his fa id Life, 
he gave him eighteen Lnfhes with the afore laid Cat 
of five Tails, in a little Time after which the un- 
happy Wretch dy’d. 

The Evidences farther depofed, That when they 
were fewing up the Boy’s Body in a Hammock, in 
order to its being thrown overboard, it had in it as 
many Colours as the Rainbow; that his Hein wa> 
in many Places as foft as a Jelly, and his Head 
{well'd as big as two. Upon the whole it appeared, 
that a more bloody, premeditated, and willul Mur- 
der was never committed ; and Sir Henry Penriee 
declared, when he pronounced Sentence ot Death, 
that in all the Time he had had the Honour of fit- 
ting on the Bench, he never heard any thing like i t ; 
and he added, tliat he Imped no Pcrlon who might 
fit there after him, would ever have a Parallel Cafe 
brought before him. In a Word, every Body was 
{hock’d at the very Rehearfil of this A&ion. 

Under Sentence of Death he behav d with a great 
deal of feeming Piety and Refignation, tho lie did 
not frequent the publick Chapel ; for which he gave 
the Ordinary two Reafons, which were juft enough ; 
Firft, That the Number of Stranger?, who were ad- 
mitted thither, to flare at Perfons under his unhap- 
py Circumflances. was generally very great, and their 
Behaviour fometime very inditcreet. Secondly, 1 hat 
the Faft for which he was to fuffer had procured him 
many Enemies, who would take a Pleaiure in coin- 
ing thither to infult him under his Misfortunes : As 
he* 3 was fure, (lie faid) thefe Things mull of Necefli- 
ty wholly interrupt his Devotion, he thought it more 
eligible only to receive the Aflillance of a Minifter 
privately in his Chamber ; which he had daily till 
his Execution. 

He was very open in confcfiing the general Offen- 
ces of his Life, but took abundance of Pains to pal- 
liate the particular Fu& for which he was to die : 
particularly he often profefled, that he never intend- 
ed ro murder the Boy, but only to correft him as 
he deferved, he being exceeding wicked and ungo- 
vernable. When they firft went out (he faid) tne 
Boy was very much given to thieving, and grew 
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worfe continual!) ; one Evening, for Irfhncc, when 
they were upon their Return home, and he was a- 
fleep in the Cabin, the Boy broke open his Lockers, 
and took out a Bottle of Rum, of which lie drank 
near a Pint, making himfelf therewith fo drunk, that 
his Excrements fell involuntarily from him, and flunk 
fo abominably that it awaken’d him. Upon this, he 
called in feveral Men, who found the Boy in a fad 
nafty Condition, and were obliged to fit down and 
frco!<e Tobacco, in order to overcome the Stench 
he had raifed. 'Phis ASion of the Boy’s produced 
the terrible Pur.ifnment of tying him to the Maft for 
feveral Days, and offering him his Excrements, as 
had been depofed. 

Notwithstanding the Captain owned a!) this, yet 
he could not forbear reflecting very hardly on thofe 
who had given in their Evidence againfl him, charg- 
ing them with Perjury and?. Confpiracv to ruin him ; 
tho’ nothing like it appear’d from the Manner in 
which they deli\er’d their Tcftiinonv. 

As the Time appointed for his Execution drew 
rearer, the Fear ut Death, and that Remorfe of Con- 
fidence which naturally attends Perfons in his Con- 
dition, brought him into fuch alow and bad State 
of Health, that he could fcarce fpeak to any Body, 
or attend to the Difcourfe of others ; but he lay in 
a languifhing Condition, frequently fainting away, 
and appearing in fine not unlike ?. Perlon who had 
taken fom e thing to procure a fudden Death, in order 
to prevent a publick and ignominious one. How- 
ever, when thefe Sufpicions were mentioned to him, 
lie declared that they were utterly without any Foun- 
dation, and that he had never fuffer’d fuch a Thought 
to come into his Head i His Wife alfo, who attend- 
ed him conllantly whilft he was in Prifon, declared, 
{he loved him too well to become his Executioner, 
being pofitive nothing unwhollome had been a^mi- 
niiler’d to him, fince his Confinement. 

He appeared to be fo very mucs fpent when lie 
was carry ’d to the Place of Execution, that it was 
thought he would hardly have Jived to reach thi- 
ther. There was prefent Miniller of Diftindlion, 
who aflilled him, and pra>’d by him till he was 
thrown off. His Execution was on the 13th Day of 
May, 1726, when he was about twenty nine Years 
of Age. As foon as his Body was cut down, it was 
put into Chains, in order to be hung up over againfl 
the King’s Powder-Houfe, as a Warning to Others 
who lervc in the fame Station, how they abufe the 
great Power, with which ’ cis neceffary they fhould 
be invefted while they are abroad, for the Sake of 
Order and Decorum ; but of which ’tis the Privilege 
of thofe that ferve under them to require an Account 
when they come home, that fo no Subjeft of Great 
Britain may be oppreiTed, much lefs murder’d, by 
another entrufled with a greater Share of Authority. 


A General History of 


* ty 

3 / 


o 


The LIFE 0/ NED WICKS. 


T «H J S wretched Per Ton, Edward Hicks, was 
born of very good Parents, who kept an Inn 
at Coventry, and bellowed on him To much 
Education in Reading, Writing, and Calling Ac- 
compts, as qualify'd him to be a Clerk for extraor- 
dinary Bufmefs. He was an Excifeman about four- 
teen Month ; but not thinking that a Poll fufficient 
enough to cheat Her Majeily's Subjects, he was re- 
folved to impofe upon them more, by taking all they 
had on the Highway. Being well Equipp’d for fuch 
Enterprizes, he travelled the Roads to feek his For- 
tune, and had the good Luck to commit two Rob- 
beries without any Difcovery : But a third Time be- 
ing apprehended for a Robbery committed not far 
from Croydon in Surrey, he was fent to the Mar fie al 
ft a in Southwark . 

However, Wicks was not long under Confinement, 
before he obtained his Liberty, by his Friends mak- 
ing up the Bufmefs with his Adverfary, to whom fix- 
ty Guineas were given, for taking from him but thir- 
ty Shillings. Then running Jehu like to his Ddlruc- 
tion as fall as he could, he kept Cempany with one 
Jot Johnfon, alias Sanders ; with whom going once 
on the Road, they met, between Hounflovu and Cole - 
brook, with a Stage Coach, having four Gentlemen 
in it ; who feeing them come pretty near the Coach, 
and perceiving they had Mafks on, were apprehenfive 
of their Intention of robbing them ; and upon that, 
to be beforehand with them, one of them (hot Joe 
Johnjon with a Brafs Piece^ or Blunderbufs, and 
lodged feven or eight large Shot in his Body. Wicks 
now rode clear olF, without any Hurt, whilft his 
Comrade was apprehended, and, on Sufpicion, fent 
to Newgate ; where he wat charged by one Mr. 
Woolly , with robbing him of a iilver Watch, and 
fome Money, on the Highway ; for which he was 
hanged at Tyburn, on Wednefday the 1 7 th of February , 
1 7°4"5’ aged twenty two Years. 

' But the untimely End of this Fellow making no 
I m predion on Hick's bad Manners, he dill purfues 
his wicked Courfes with a great deal of Pleafure and 
Satisfaction ; and one Day the Duke of Marlborough 
being at St. Albans, after he was in Difgrace, Ned 
being then in the Town, and ruminating on the old 
Trovei b, Fallere fallentetn non eft fraus , he thought 
it no Iujuflice to huger a little of his Grace's Money ; 
but having too great a Retinue with him when he 
left that Place, our Highwayman duril not venture to 
make an Attack ; whereupon, riding towards Chejh - 
: iH t, in the fame County, he put into a bye fort of a 
Iloufe a little out of the Road, in which, finding only 
a poor old Woman, bitterly weeping, and afking her 
the Reafon of fhedding thofe Hears, fhe told him. 
That fhe was a poor Widow, and being fomewhat 
indebted for Rent to her Landlord, fhe expected him 
every Minute to come and feize what few Goods fhe 
had, which would be her utter Rnin. 

Wicks bid the old Woman rell contented, and he 
would make Things eafy ; fo pulling off his rich lac'd 


Cloaths, and putting or an old Co t which his Land- 
lady lent him, and having alfo fecur’d his Horfe in an 
old Barn, prefently after, the old Mifcr of a Land- 
lord came and demanded his Rent; Hereupon, Ned 
rifing out of the Chimney Corner, with a fhort Pipe 
in his Mouth, quoth he, 1 under ft and. Sir, that my 
Sifter here , poor Woman ! is behind- ha jid for Rent , 
and that yon deftgn to fize her Goods ; but as fee is a 
defolate Widow, and hath not wherewithal to pay you 
at prefent, 1 hope you will take fo much Pity and Com- 
panion on her mean Circnmftances, as not to be too fe - 
vn e : Pray let me perfuade you to have a little For- 
bearance . The Landlord reply'd, Don't tell me of 
Forbearance, Pll not pity People to ruin my f elf ; f it 
have my Money ; / want my Rent, and if I am not 
paid now. I'll ftize her Gucdi forthwith, and turn 
her out of my Houft\ 

When AW found that no Intreaties nor Perfuafions 
would prevail with the old Cuff to have Patience with 
the poor Woman a little longer, he faid, Come, come, 
ht's fee a Receipt in full , and Pll pay it. Accord- 
ingly a Receipt was given, and the Rent paid. Then 
the Landlord being upon going away, quoth Wicks , 
7 Tis drawing towards Night, Sir, and there is great 
robbing abroad, therefore I vsottld advife you to ft ay 
here till To-morrow, and take the Day before you. 
No, 710 , reply'd the Country fellow, Pll go home 
now ; I frail reach feven Miles yet, by that Time it 
is dark . Ah f Sir, Jhid Ned again , but let me per- 
fuade you to tarry here ; for indeed there is great rob- 
bing abroad. 1 don t care, cry’d the Landlord, what 
robbing there is abroad, Pll go home now ; befdcs, I 
don't fear being robbed by any one Man, let him be 
who he will. 

So taking his Horfe, away the old Fellow rid, and 
Wicks after, d refled then in his fine Cloaths ; and 
meeting him at a Pond where he knew he mull pafs 
by, he did not only bid him fland and deliver, but 
prefenting him alfo with a whole Volley of firil-rate 
Oaths, he fo frightened him out of his Wits, that he 
deli\ered all the Money had lately received, and as 
much more to it. 

Then Hicks riding back to the old Woman again, 
and difguifing himfelf as before, it was not long af- 
ter, 'ere the Landlord came to the Houfe again, and 
knocking at the Door, quoth Wicks f Who's there % 
The Landlord faid, 'Tis 1, reply'd H'icks, What I ? 
Why, it is I, quoth the Country Fellow again. At 
thefe Words, the old Woman cried. Of '/is my 
Landlord. So letting him in, he told his Grievance 
with a great deal of Sorrow ; as how he was robbed 
by a Rogue in a laced Coat, who fworc a thoufaud 
Oaths at him, and had certainly killed him, if he had 
not given him all his Money. Ay fquoth Wicks ) I 
told you there was great robbing abroad, but you would 
not take sny Advice ; now I hepe you will ft ay here , 
Sir, till Morning. However, he did not; for ha v- 
ing given an Account of his Misfortune, he made 
the bed of his Way homewards, having nothing more 
to loie. * A lit- 
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A little after the Performance of this Exploit, 
Wicks being in London. and going one Night along 
Drury 'Lane, d relied much like a Gentleman, who 
fhould make a Hum Humble by him, but one Mad.:m 
Toby, a noted Jilt? whereupon, catching hold on her 
Arm to fave her from l/diing, file returned him many 
Thanks, and for hi> Civility, invited him to her 
I Lodging jufi by, in Pi inccs-jtnet > where fhe would 
alfo make him a fuirr.ble Return for his Courtefy. 

I Now Wicks , by his Behaviour in not fpeaking, feem- 
ed to be dumb, but nc\ei thelefs, by the Signs he 
made, he intimated that he accepted of Madam Toby's 
Proffer ; who thinking him to be really fpeechlefs, 

| ihe faid as they went along, Ob! dear , Sir , 'tisa 
l thoujand Pities that Jiub a handy one liktly Mar: as you 
tire , fbould be dumb. 

As foon as he came to her Lodgings, lie made a 
Sign for Pen, Lik, and Paper, to be bi ought him ; 
whereby lignifying his Dcfne of having a Couple of 
Bottles of Clarrct and a Fowl for Supper, he gave 
;he Maid a Guinea to provide it. Whilft fhe was 
I >one to get what was ordered, he, by writing his 
Vlind, defied to know of Madam Toby, who was 
very now and then crying, What a Pity it is fticb a 
K:el l -bred Gentleman fhould be dumb , the Price of a 
lights Lodging, which was two Guineas, as fhe 
gnificJ by holding up two Fingers. — So the Bargain 
1 eing iruue, after Supper they went very lovingly to 
:ed ; but in the middle of the Night, Pled Wicks 
rifing, and taking a Couple of PiJtols out of his 
ockets, which he prefented to Madam Toby's Breaft, 

joth he, You jilting B b, l miji have my two 

Yuineas again, and more to boot ; therefore if you 
r er to make the leaf Noife, thefe fatal Injl rumen ts 
4 Death fhall fend your Soul to the Den.il. 

Our Lady of Iniquity was in a great Surprize to 
■ar her fuppos'd Cully ufe his Tongue; but not 
.ring to fpeak for her Life, he did not only tie her 
and and Foot, but alfo took from her a very good 
arch, a gold Locket, a gold Bracelet, a filver Cup, 
If a dozen filver Spoons, a velvet Hood, and vel- 
|t Scarf, and then left her in a a deep Study how to 
t more. When Wicks was gone, fhe cryM out, 
urder aud Thieves, with fuch an audible Voice, 
U alarming all the Iloufe, the Landlord, Land- 
1 !y, and Maid, came running naked into Madam 
i/s Chamber ; where finding her bound fall to her 


good Behaviour, after they r had fet her loofe, fhe 
told them of her irretrievable Lofs, and fwore diet fhe 
would never pick up dumb Men again. 

Another Time Wicks meeting with the late Lord 

]\y on t h c Road betwixt l find for and Cole- 

brook , attended only with a Groom and one Foot- 
man, he commanded his Lordfhip to Hand and deli- 
ver, for he was in great Want of Money, and Money 
he would have before they parted. His Honour pre- 
tending to have a great deal of Courage, fwore ho 
fnould fight for it then. Wicks very readilv accepted 
the Propofal, and preparing his Piilolsfor an Engage- 
ment, his Lordfhip feeing his Refolution, he began 
to hang an Arfe ; which his Antagoniil perceiving 
he began to fwagger, faying. All the World knows 
sue to be a ]\ lan ; and tho your Lordfhip was concern- 
ed in the cowardly murdering of M - — -d the Player , 

and Captain C 1, yet Pm not to be frightened at 

tbat\ therefore down with your Gold , or elfe expedt 
7io Quarter. 

% His Lordfhip now' meeting with his Match, it put 
him into fuch a pafiionate Fit offwearing, that Wicks, 
not willing to be outdone in any Wickednefs, faid’ 
My Lord , 1 perceive you fiucar perfectly well extem- 
pore : Come, 1TI give your Honour a fair Chance for 
your Money, and that is, he that /wears befl of us 
tv.'o, /mil keep his own , and his that hfeth. His 
Lordfhip agreed to that Bargain, and throws down a 
Purfe of fifty Guineas, wliicft Wicks matched w ith a 
like Sum. After a quarter of an Hour’s (wearing 
moll prodigioufiy on both Sides, it w'as left to my 
Lord’s Groom to decide die Matter ; who faid, 
IT by, indeed your Honour /wears as well as ever I 
heard a Perfon of Quality in my Life ; but to give the 
/range Gentleman his due , he has won the Wager , if 
it was for a t houfand Pounds. Whereupon, Wicks 
taking up the Gold, he gave the Groom a Guinea, 
and rode about his Bufinefs. 

But not long after this, Wicks being apprehended 
in London , for a Robbery done in Warwick/hire, he 
was committed to Newgate ; from whence attempt- 
ing to break out, he was quickly removed to War- 
wick Gaol ; where being try’d the next July , he 
was condemned to be bang’d. His Parents made 
great Interceflion for this their only Child ; but in 
vain; for he was executed on Saturday the 29th of 
Augu/y > 7 1 3, aged twenty nine Years, 
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The LIFE of NAN HEREFORD. 


W HETHER it be that we entertain a great- 
er Regard for the Female Sex than for 
the other ; or whether Inftances of their 
falling into thofe Sorts of Vices that expofe them to 
the Cognizance of the Law are lefs frequent, or what- 
ever elfe may be the Caufeof it, ’tis certain, that a 
Female Offender excites our Curiofity more than a 
Male, if fhe has any Way diitinguifh’d her felf in 
the Courfe of her Actions. Some indeed will fay, 
that we need not be at a lofs to find the Reafon of 
this ; becaufe a Woman always difeovers more Art 
and Cunning than a Man, when fhe apples her felf 
to the Pradice of Fraud. We will not difpute any 
Point of Honour with the fubtil foft fair Sex, fince 
’tis our Duty to yield to them, as we are taught by 
the Example of our common Father Adam: Let it 
be their finer Genius, or whatever elfe they, or 
their greateft Admirers will call it, that gives ’em 
this Advantage, we mult Hill acknowledge it, and 
eonfefs that an Anne Bonny , or a Mary Read , are 
greater Names than a Blackbeard, an Avery, or a 
Roberts ; and that the Tricks of a German Psincefs 
leave ftronger Impreffions than the open Robberies 
of Hind and Du Vail, Sec . 

Rut not to amufe the Reader with a long Preface 
to a fhort Life, we would only ©bferve, that Anne 
Hereford , the Perfon of whom we are now to write, 
was one of thofe Women who, in her Time, was 
more famous than almoft any one of the Male Rob- 
bers, whofe Actions have adorn’d, as well as fill’d, 
this Work ; which extraordinary Reputation (if we 
may ufe a Word here that is commonly taken in a 
good Senfe) was, we believe, chiefly owing to her 
Sex, and the Manner in which fhe impofed on Man- 
kind. One Inftance, out of many, fhall fuffice to 
give an Idea of her Cunning ; and one Inftance of 
this Kind is as good as one thoufand, fince, how- 
ever they may be diverfify’d by Circumftances, all 
thefe Sort of Stratagems tend to one Thing, and 
’tis eafy at the Beginning of a Story to know where 
it will end. But firft take this fhort Account©! her 
Original. She was born at Jpfwich in Suffolk, of very 
honeft Parents, who both died when fhe was about 
feventeen Years of Age. No fooner was fhe an Or- 
phan than fhe came up to London , where fhe got a 
Service, and lived in it above half a Year : it was 
then her Misfortune to fall into bad Company, who 
feduced her from her Place, and brought her to be 
a Partner with them in their evil Couries, which fee 
purfu’d afterwards all the Days of her Life ; ta- 
king Care Hill to keep herfelf genteely, and not to 
be feen among her Aflociates; by which Mean* fhe 
long efcap’d unfufpeded, and during which Time 
fhe executed the following Piece of Invention. 

She took very good Lodgings in King-ftreet , IVefl- 
minfter , where fhe entertain’d an experieiKed old 
Beldam as her Afiiftant, knowing* very well, that fhe 
could not purfue her Enterprises without Help, it 
was the Bufinefe of this old W©man to enquire about 


for a rich yOung Novice in that Neighbourhood, who’ 
might be a proper Subjed to work on. Upon a di- 
ligent Search, fhe found there was a young Shop- 
keeper, by Trade an Apothecary, who was both 
rich and covetous. Thefe two Qualities were look’d 
upon as a fufficient Excuie for their taking him in;' 
for firft, as he was fo very wealthy, he might fpare 
a few Hundred Pounds without hurting him/elf; 1 
and then, fecondly, his being covetous wikde it a 
Sort of Duty, in their Opinion, to take from him 
what they could ufe, though he had not the Heart 
to do it. There is a Sort of natural Antipathy 
between thofe Free-baters and an avaricious Perfon ; 
whereas, in Reality, a Robber thoulJ at Icaft fpcak 
well of a Mifer, becaufe ’ tis through his Means 
that the other often gets fo much. Money at a Time. 
But Nan did not reafon in this Maunct ; fhe uied to 
fay, ’twas a jail Judgment upon them for their griev- 
ous Sins, when any fuch Perfon was (tripp’d of his 
Gold, or, in other Words, of Jus God. 

Nan kept herfelf up clofe at home, and the ole 
Woman was fent of many an idle Errand to the A- 
pothecary’s Shop ; one Time for Pomatum , anofhei 
Time for Mithridate , another for Diafcordium , anc 1 
fo continually for fuch Things as the Ufe of wa 
well known. This frequent coming induced th ^ 
Apothecary to take Notice of her, and talk to he " 
in a more free and plcafant Manner than at firft. Sh 
took [Care to improve thofe Opportunities, whic ^ 
were all fhe came for, and to run from indifteren I ^ 
Thing; to hisdomcilick Affairs ; afking him, in par ’ 
ticular. If ’by be did not marry ? His Anfwer was fuc fy 
as might be expeded from a Mifer, That the TimM b 
•were hard Trading dead, and Houfc keeping expenftvi I ^ 
That's true , laid fhe, hut a rich Wife, Man , nvouM 
make amends for all this. A good one, and a ric ^ »l« 
one too, quota he, would be a brave Thing indeed I & 
1 mufi eonfefs , Ifhould be glad to embrace fuch c I 
Opportunity of altering my Condition. The old W< I fttr 
man had now nothing to do, but to infinuate, th 
fhe was certain fuch Fortunes might be had, ai lift’ 
raife a Curiofity in him of knowing farther \vh I Baal 
fhe meant. T his Part fhe aded to Admiration, t 1% 
fhe made the young Fellow ihrk mad to draw t Ifciw, 
Secret from her ; and he was almoft ready to thre I *i : t 
himfelf at her Feet when (he told him, That the U.* 
was a young Gentlewoman of her Acquaintan k 
who was Niece to a very eminent Citizen ofLc Iw, 
don, and had Two Thoufand Pounds to her Portu I i»:, : 
lodg'd in her Uncle's Hands , vjhicb mufi be paid! Tat 
upon the Day of Marriage, if demanded. '1 he n< ' | fi-j , 
Queftion was, How be Jhonld get into the young Lac 1 to. 
Company . To this ’twas as readily reply ’d, That /Mb 
Uncle kept a jfrift Hand over her, and permitted 
to go abroad but very feldom ; but that Jhe bad n’ l 
and then the Liberty of making our old Lady a Vi, 

Jhe having been formerly a Nurfe in her FntLs M 
Family • And every Time the poor Thing is at my Ii c 
fay? the crafty Old Baggage, fhe complains of r 
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Uncle's Severity, and wifhes Jhe could meet with a 
good Opportunity of altering her Condition with a 
Alan who would ufe her well, and take her entire- 
ly out of the old Man's Tutelage. The Apothecary 
was charm’d, and engiged the old Dame to do all 
(he could for him. 

Having taken down the Names both of the Unde 
and the Damfel, he goes the next Day into the City, 
and makes Inquiry concernieg them, with as much 
Care as an old Uiurer would examine his Security 
before he put oat his Money. He foon found that 
there was fuch a Man as had been defcrib’d, and 
that he had a Niece with Two Thoufand Pounds. 
The old Woman had been very exart in thefe Par- 
ticulars, for Fear he fhould give himfelf this Trou- 
ble ; which fhe afterwards vvifh’d he might, the bet- 
ter to confirm his good Opinion of her Sincerity. 
He had no BuiineL to enquire any further, than whe- 
ther or no there were fuch Perfons, and fuch a Sum 
of Money ; becaufe he had been before caution’d a- 
gainit letting the Uncle fee him, or know any thing 
of his Defign. To be fure he was now very earneit 
to fee his good Angel again, as he afterwards call’d 
her, that tney might concert further Meafures, and 
that they might engage her more Hrongly to his 
IntereH by a PromilTory Note, to be paid as foon as 
ever he got the young Lady. Our Go-between was 
not long abfent from nis Shop ; but when he made 
his Propofal to her, llie feem’d more cold than be- 
fore, and told him, that Ihe would not for the 
World be concern’d in the Match, if he had no- 
thing in View but getting the Money : However, 
laid Ihe, fence 1 have promijed you. Til bring you to- 
gether ; and if you like her P erf on, and jhe likes 
yours, then we will talk further of Conditions ; for 
as 1 am but a poor Woman my felf, a fmalt Gra- 
tuity would not be unacceptable , if 1 do you any 
Service. 

In a few Days our Apothecary was introduced to 
the Company of Nan Hereford ; who receiv’d him 
like a Girl that had never leen a Man in her Life 
before ; fuch Modeily, fuch Silence, fo many Blufhe;, 
were enough to deceive almolt the Devil himfelf : 
The Interview was but very fhort ; for the Lady 
was afraid of Haying long abroad, leH her Uncle 
Ihould be angry. Her Coldnefs made Galen the 
warmer, till tne old Woman whifper’d him not to 
fay too much at firH, for Fear he fhould ipoil all. 
In a Word, Mifs went home, without fo much as 
promifing him pofitively that Hie would endeavour to 
come again ; however. Hie gave him Room to hope 
a little. The next Time the old Woman faw our 
Gallant, he renew’d his Propofal to her, protell- 
ed, he liked her Choice beyond any Woman he had 
ever feen in his Life, and begg’d of her to pro- 
ceed as vigoroufly for him as ihe was able. After 
a few Compliments, a Bond was drawn up for an 
Hundred Pounds, payable to the old Woman on the 
Day of Marriage, in Cafe fhe effected what fhe had 
undertaken. He feemed to give this Bond more 
willingly than fhe receiv’d it, and wouldalmoft have 
doubled it, when, a few Days after his Angel told 
him, That Jhe had feen Mifs , and perceiv'd Jhe en- 
tertain'd a good Opinion of him ; for Jhe had pro- 
mis'd to come to her Houfe again. 

The next Meeting was fomethingj longer, and 
even long enough to finifh the whole Affair. He 
told her plainly that he lov’d her, could maintain 
her handfomly, and would make her his Wife, if 
fhe pleafed, without any further Ceremony. The 
Counterfeit Fortune feem’d to content, but withal 
intimited, that fhe left her Uncle only becaufe he 
did not irfe her well, and allow her any Money ; 
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and that therefore Hie hoped he would not ferve her 
in the fame Manner. 1 have been hitherto , fays 
fhe, kept fo floor t , as not to be allow'd Apparel fuit- 
able to my Condition , and 1 Jhall think it hard to 
be ufed fo by you too ; My Unde will fluffed fame 
Defign °f leaving him, if 1 fhould now prefs him 
more than ordinary for a Supply , and as 1 am, 1 
am unfit to appear as your Wife. My Fortune may 
be demanded when we are marry' d, and ’ tis beji not 
to trouble the old Alan till all he fecurc. Thus Hie 
ran on, talking at a DiHance, but plain enough for 
him to fee what fhe meant ; nnd it was now proper 
to try his Mettle. If Hie found him bleed well, 
as the Phrafe among thefe People is, ’twould be 
worth while to tickle him a little longer, and even 
marry him, if it were ncceflary ; but otherwife Ma- 
dam had nothing elfe to do, but to give him the 
Bag, and look out for frelh Sport. The Strata- 
gem fucceeded beyond her moll extravagant Expec- 
tations ; for he fetch’d Two Hundred and fifty Gui- 
neas, to give the more fignal Proofs of his Sinceri- 
ty, and leave her no Room to iufpert his loving 
her. All this he threw into her Lap, told her he 
had three times as much more at home, and fhe 
fnould enjoy whatever was in his Power to pro- 
cure. 

In a Word, they were foon after marry ’d, and 
bedded the fame Day, becaufe Madam durlt not be 
abfent from her Uncle’s Houfe all Night. When he 
had enjoy’d the Darling of his Soul, as fhe now 
began to be in Earneit, he lent her home with a 
thoufand Sighs and Expreflions of Fondnefs ; pro- 
mifing to come in a few Days, and demand both 
her and her Fortune of her Uncle. In the mean 
while he continued very impatient, till Time would 
allow him in good Manners to make his Claim ; 
and Madam and her old Procurefs made ofF the 
Ground to freih Lodgings, far enough from him, 
and where he was never like to fee, or hear of her 
any more. 

When three Days were over, our Apothecary 
drefs’d himfelf up in his bell Clothes (which were 
entirely new on the Wedding-Day, to anfwer what 
his Spoule had bought with his Money) rook ^ 
Coach, and drove into the City, up to the Door of 
the fuppofed Uncle. He expedted a warm Recep- 
tion, and had fortify’d hrs Mind to Dear it ; fo that, 
when he had knock’d, and was admitted to the oid 
Gentleman’s Prefence, he peremptorily faiti, He was 
come to demand his H'ife. 1 know nothing of your 
Wife, nor you neither, quoth the old Man, arid de- 
fire therefore that you d expKiin your Meaning . Ga- 
len fmardy reply ’d, 1 mean ycur Niece, Sir, who 
is my lawful Wife. Your H if e, Alan ! faid t’other ; 
ftnee how long, pray ? The Apothecary here named 
the Day and the CircurnlLnces, to convince him 
of the Truth of what he* Did but the old Man 
told him his Niece was not out on the Day fpeci- 
fy’d, and that he could not ccnnp.cuend his Drift. 
In fhort, they came at laft to high Words ; and the 
Apothecary feemed fo pohtive and finccre all the 
while, that the Uncle began to think he had been 
impofed on ; whereupon he ask’d him. If he knew 
his Wife when he faw her? 1 fhould be glad, re- 
ply *d Mr .Gallipot, if you would try me. 'Fhe old 
Man agreed to fend for his Niece, and fhe came 
accordingly. This A none of my Wife, faid the dif- 
appointed young Man. But this is my Niece though, 
quoth the other ; and all the Nieces 1 have in the 
IForld too . They both Hood agbafi, and the young 
Lady is as much furprized as they, to hear her 
felf talk’d of by the Name of Wife, when fhe was 
certain Hie had never had the Plea lure of being one 
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The old Man having fully weigh’d the Cafe, Friend , 
fays he, be convinc'd that fame Trick has been play- 
ed you, and be fo kind as to relate the Particulars 
of your Courtjhipy and every Thing that has pafs'd 
between you . This was no fooner demanded than 
confented to ; and one particular clear’d up another 
through the whole Courle of the Affair, till the A- 
pothecary was as fully convinc’d as any Body that 
he had met with a Couple of Sharpers. All he had 
now to do, was to think of Job, go peaceably home, 
tell over the Money he had left, and advance one 
Fenny per Shilling on his Medicines. 

This Relation has been fomewhat long ; but as 
’tis the only Story in this Life ’twill be the more 
excu fable. We (hall now conclude what we have to 
fay of this Criminal in as few Words as poffible. 
After this Adventure Nan grew enamour’d vvith one 
Kirkham a Player, who confented to live with her. 
To maintain their juft Extravagancies, fhe went a 
Shop-lifting, and he on the Highway. He had the 
Fortune to be taken on his firft Progrefs, and bang’d 


for what he had done in good Time ; but AV?/*cor> 
tinned her Occupation for fix Years longer, ileal* 
ing from Mercers, Linen Diapers, and Lace men, as 
much Goods as were fuppos’d to be worth abo\e 
Four Thoufand Pounds. However, at Lit, fhe alfo 
was deteded, at a Linen Draper’s Shop in Com- 
hilly as fhe was endeavouring to fee u re a Piece of 
Muflin, after Hie had come to the Shop in a Chair, 
vvith two or three Footmen at hei Heels. Before the 
Seflions, ’tis faid, ihe offer'd an Hundred Guineas 
to prevent her Adverfary’s appearing agamit her; 
but in vain, for he was reiolv'd to profecute her 
to the utmolL She alfo attempted to fet Newgate 
on Fire, for which fhe was very heavily fetter’d 
and I land- cuff’d. Being condemn’d at the Old- 
11 aily, fhe was executed before the Prifon ihe had 
endeavour’d to dellroy, on Monday , the twenty fe- 
cond Day of December , in the i 690, aged twenty 
eight Years. Her Body was given to the Surgtont 
for a Skeleton. 


The LIFE#/ TOM MARSH. 


T HIS Fellow being one who, (like all other 
Rogues) employ’d his Wits in all manner of 
Villany, to fupport himfelf in the Purfuit 
of his unlawful Appetites, he one while ufed an Ale. 
hoafe in Leictjler Fields , the Man whereof having 
a very handfome Wife to fit in the Bar, ihe brought 
a great many Cullomcrs, who were in Hopes of qua- 
lifying her Husband for Horn Fair. But the Hoitefs 
being as cunning as her Guefts, fhe would not be like 
a Glove, for every one’s drawing on ; for if fhe had 
any Gallants, it was her Refolution that they fhould 
be of the b eft, and thofe fhe counted fo, who had 
the nioft Money in their Pockets. Her Carriage in 
all Company feemed to be varnifhed with a very 
great Modefly ; but it was only counterfeited, for 
ieveral having laid Siege to the Fortrefs of her Chaf- 
tity, fhe had furrendered it for the Prefents of fine 
Hoods, Scarves, Gloves, Rings, or other fuch wo- 
manifh Toys. 

Among the Crowd of this Woman’s Admirers, 
was Thomas Marjh , who difeovering his flaming 
Paflion to her, fhe as foon made him fenfible by 
what means be mult cool it, which was, by giving 
her a filk Night-Gown ; fo, after promifing her 
one, they parted, and he went Home, to contrive 
how to be as good as his Word, whilft the other found 
ont a Way to procure her Hufband’s Abfence for a 
Night or two. This fhe accomplifhed by fending 
him fifteen Miles off, to Watford in tiertfordjhire, 
to fee her Mother, who then lay a dying. 

In the mean Time Tom finding the Strength ’of 
his Pocket was not fufiicient to acoomplifh his Pro- 
mife, he fupply’d that Defeat by this Stratagem : 
Vifiting a Woman of his particular Acquaintance, 
who had then lately flolen a very rich Gown (name- 
ly Eleanor Jackfon , alias Scotch Nell , who was 
fince hang’d at Tyburn, for Healing a calicoe Petti- 


coat from one Mrs. Margaret Stephens) and ac- 
quainting her with his Defign, which was more than 
mere Love, as you will find by the Sequel of the 
Story, he beg’d the Favour of her to lend it him, 
to facilitate his Intention. Accordingly fhe did as 
he defired, upon Aflurance that he would fee it 
forth coming; then fending it by a Porter to the 
Victualler's Wife, fhe accepted it and the follow- 
ing Letter, with a fmiling Countenance, 

My Dear , 

4 TT^ving fent you a Gown by the Bearer, this 
‘ JL JL 13 a “0 t0 acquaint you, that 1 mull die or 

* lee you To-day. Never Man lov’d to fuch a De- 
4 gree as I do; but it is true, never Man lov’d 
‘ fo amiable a Creature. You may be fure of my 

* Company at the Time appointed. If I had a 

* thoufand Lives, I would e^pofe them all for fo 
‘ dear a Blefling. How long will this Day feera to 
4 me ! How many tirefome Minutes am 1 to pafs, 
4 before that I arrive at that which is the Perfettioa 
‘ of my Happinefs I Thus dearly Love will make 
4 us pay for his Joy ! But I fliall owe him the 
4 more, if in this Time of my Pennance I can pre- 
4 vail upon you to believe that never Man deferved 
4 more to poflefs you ! I fhall give a Proof of it, 
4 and if you give all your Heart, I’ll venture for 
4 mine. 

Tour humble Servant, 

T H O. MARSH. 


Towards the Evening this paffionate Lover paid 

her 
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her a Vifit, being very merry at her Houfe till late 
at Night, when preparing tor Bed, they took up 
Tome good Liquors, as Cyder, Scout, and Brandy, 
to enjoy themfelves in pr.vate ; but Tom had put a 
fmall Dofe of Laudanum into his Beloved’s Cup, 
( which made her, after but one Enjoyment, fall to 
fail aflecp, that you might as well awake the Dead 
as her Ladyftiip. Now Tom, thinking it was good 
i to make Hay while the Sun fhin’d, took three gold 
Rings off her Fingers ; then taking the Keys of a 
Cheit of Drawers out of her Pocket, he rifled them 
of the befl of her Cloaths, and forty Pounds in Mo- 
ney ; which bundling up in his Friend’s Gown, he 
left Madam Nick- ami- Froth to retrieve her Lofs by 
the old Way of fcoring two for one. 

After this he cheated the Country up and down, 
by pretending to be a difbanded Soldier, or fhip- 
j wreck’d Seaman ; for which Purpofe he made falfe 
I Piffles, and counterfeited their Seals, after this Man- 
ner. Going to three or four Magiflrates, and pro- 
curing their Warrants, figned and fealed, by fwear- 
ing the Peace againrt Tom a Nokes, or Jack a Stiles, 
he would take a Piece of Clay, which being rubb’d 
with a bit of Butter, that it might not ltick to the 
Wax, the Imprefiion thereon would come off very 
clean ; then dry it very hard, and it gives the fame 
Imprefiion on Wax. But Tom being once detected 
in this fort of Forgery, he was whipt at Turtle- 
Tie Us Bridewell i a Place where all the Senfes of 
a Man may enjoy a peculiar Pleafure ; by feeing no- 
thing but the Marks of Poverty, fmelling the fra- 
grant Odour of that Commodity, which they often 
beat for their own Dertru&ion, hearing the harmo- 
nious Noife made with Beetle and Punny, carting 
Water without Adulteration, and feeling si good 
Bull’s Pizzle in Cafe they won’t work. 

Once Tom Mar /Is lodging at one Mr. BennePs 
Houfe near Mutton-Lane, who and his Wife were 
rtrong Prefbyterians, he feemed to be a Precifian too, 
which made his Landlord and Landlady have a great 
Refpeft for their feemingly ferious Lodger. Tom 
made Ufe of their good Opinion, and one Sunday 
in the Evening, coming Home from a Meeting- 
Houfe, lie fat down by the Fire, in a very devout 
Sort of a Porture, as having his Glove on his Head, 
and Arms a-crofs ; then deliring the old People to 
fetch him a Bible, they, glad to fee him in this 
godly Frame of Mind, brought him one prefently. 
Taking it in his Hand, he pitch’d on that Chap- 
ter of the Gofpel, which tells the Evangelical Story 


of our Saviour’s bidding the lame Man take up his 
Bed and walk, which he read with a great Em- 
phafis ; and afterwards going to his Repofe, he, 
very early in the Morning, bundled up his Bed] 
which fling out of the Window, he carried clean 
away. 

About Noon the Landlord’s Daughter going to 
make Tom s Bed, (he came down in a great Agony 
to her Mother ; t© whom telling what had happen’d, 
(he made as terrible an Outcry of her Lofs, in the 
Neighbourhood, as the People did of the wild Irijb 
coming hither, a little before the Prince of Orange 
arriv’d at London ; but her Hufband being a mode- 
rate Man, and, for his Profcfiion, a merry one too, 
he bid her be quiet, becaufe Tomr had been fo civil 
as to prove over Night by Scripture, that he ought 
to walk away with it. 

This wicked Perfon was born near Ludlow in 
Shropjhire, a Mafon by Trade, and coming up to 
London , married a very honert Woman, by whom 
he left a Girl behind hira ; but being of an idle 
lazy Difpofition, he took to ill Couries, and had 
not only been whipt at the Cart’s Tail, for deal- 
ing Lead off St. Paul's Cathedral, but for a Trefpafs, 
in entring a Man’s Yard, with a Defign to rob him] 
he was alfo fin’d twenty Pounds, and committed to 
Newgate till he paid the Sum, where he remained 
4 Years, except fome little Time when he broke 
out, which he did twice, but was both Times foon 
retaken, and punifh’d with Hand-Cuffs, the Neck- 
Collar, and double Irons. 

. Whilrt he was under Confinement, he had a Child 
by one Elizabeth Key , a notorious Whore, a Pri- 
soner in the fame Goal for Debt, whom, as being 
of a fickle or rathsr lurtful Temper, he (lighted, 
for the fake of Jane Hays , another Prifoner there 
for Debt. It was not long after his Correfpon- 
dence with the lart, that he got his Fine remit- 
ted, and obtain’d his Liberty. But he did not en- 
joy it long ; for committing a Burglary at Hamp - 
fiead y he was committed to Newgate again, and 
on the 20th of December, ij io, hang’d at Tyburn t 
where he confeffed ’twas he that murdered the Far- 
mer at Shipperton , in the County of Middle fex, and 
not Mr. Charles Dean the Attorney, who, a little 
before was wrongfully executed for it, at chat fame 
Time that one Mr. Crouch was try’d on the fame 
Account at JulUce-Hall in the Old-Bailey , but wrs 
honourably acquitted. 
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The LIFE of JACK ADDISON. 


T HIS Fellow was horn of very honeft Pa- 
rents, in the Parifh of Lambeth , and lor fome 
Time had been in the Sea and Land Service ; 
but for the moil Part of his Life followed the Trade 
of a Butcher, to which he was brought up. He 
kept Company much with ill Women, efpecially one 
Kate Speedy a Perfon both Whore and Thief ; and, 
for the Maintenance of her, he went upon the Foot- 
pad, committing feveral mod notorious Robberies of 
that Nature, with one Williatn Jewel, and Peter 
Cartwright , the latter of which was hang’d at Ty- 
burn on JVednefday the 18th of July , 1711. 

One Time meeting with a Parfon between Weft - 
bourne-Grcen and Paddington , he took from him 
live Guineas ; which putting in to his own Pocket, 
quoth Jack , 'Tis as faft there as in yours . That 1 
believe y reply ’d the Parfon, but 1 hope. Sir , you'll 
be Jo civil as to give me fome of it back again. Said 
Jack then, Alas f Sir, 1 wonder how a Man in 
your Coat can be fo unconfcio?:able as to defire any 
Thing out of this finall Matter ; but I tell you what , 
Sir , if you can tell me what Part of Speech your 
Gold is , Til return it all again . The Parlon, think- 
ing the Money was his own again, told him it was 
a Noun Subllantive, as any Thing was to which he 
could put A, or The. No, no, reply’d Jack, you are 
out now ; I perceive yon are no good Grammarian, 
for where your Gold is at prefent , it is a Noun Ad - 
jettive, becaufe it can be neither feen, felt , heard, 
nor underftood. So leaving the Parfon to ruminate 
on his Mjltake, away Jack went about his unlawful 
Bufinefs again. 

A little while after this, meeting on the Road be- 
twixt Havtmerjmith and Kenfington , with one Pal- 
mer, a Victualler, who formerly kept the King's- 
Head Alehoufe, in King s-Head-Court , in Drury- 
Lane, he took from him a filver Watch, and eigh- 
teen Shillings ; and Mr. Palmer defiring Jack to 
give him fome fmall Matter to bear his Charges 
up to London , quoth he. Had you been an honeit 
Tradefman, perhaps I might have confidered you ; 
but as I know you wear a blue Flag, I will not 
give you a Farthing, becaufe all of your Profeflion 
neither eat, drink, or think, but at other Mens 
Charges. 

Another Time meeting with a Captain of the 
Foot Guards, betwixt Marybone and Tottenham Court, 
knocking him down, quoth Jack , Thou great De- 
fender of Women, vvhofe Sword is your Plough, 
which Honour and Geneva, two fiery mettled Jades, 
are ever drawing, I mull make bold now to bid you 
Stand, and doubt not but you’ll forgive my Rude- 
nefs, becaufe your Charity goes beyond the Clergy’s, 
in loving your greatell Enemies belt, that is to fay, 
much drinking. So Dunning the Officer with a 
fecor.d Blow, he took three Guineas from him and 
a gold Watch. 

One Evening meeting a Town Mifs whom he 
knew well, coming from Cheljea, after he Popp'd 


her, he (aid. Oh! you B h of H — //, where have 

you been all this while , that I tmjl wait two or 
three Hours for your Strumpet/hip ? 1 fuppofe you 1 
have been drejftng all Day , to be tafied with the 
better Appetite at Night. Come, come, let's fee 1 
what Money you have in your Pockets. So taking 
about three or four Shillings from her, he gave 
her a green Gown, by tying her Neck and Heels 
on the Grafs, where fhe remained till next Morn.ng 
before Die was releas’d by fome Hay- makers. 

Afterwards meeting betwixt Hampfiead and Ken* 
tiJh-Town, with a Bairifter of Lincolns- Inn, and tak- 
ing from him a gold Watch, a filver Snuff-Box. 
and two Guineas, quoth he to Jack , Td have yoi 
take Care what you do, for 1 am a Lawyer ; and i 
you liiould come into my Hands, I fliould be ver) 
lev ere upon you, Addifon reply' d, I value not tin 
Severity of all the Lawyers in England, who onl) 
learn to frame their Cafes from pubiick Riddles, an< 
imitating Merlin's Prophecies, and lo let all thi 
Crofs Row together by the Ears, yet your whole 
Law is not able to decide Lucian $ old Controverfy 
’twixt Tau and Sigma. So binding the Lawye 
Hand and Foot, he left him to plead his Caufe bj 
bimfelf. 

Another Time Jack meeting with a Chamber 
Maid, whom he knew belong’d to the Dutchefs o 

JIJ , betwixt Kenfington and Knightsbi idge 

he civilly defired her to Stand and Deliver ; bu 
fquawling out, and making a great Clutter, rathe 
than part with what fhe had, lie laid violent Hand 
on her, faying at the fame Time, * You covetou 
E — h, how loth you are to lend an honed Man t 
4 little Money, to do him a Kindnefs ; when I war- 

* rant you, if you had a good (winging Clap now [ 

4 you would divide it equally betwixt your M— 

4 and his Footmen, as if you had cut out the get 
‘ ting of it by a Thread.’ So taking about twen- 
ty three Shillings from her, lie made the bell of hi. 
Way to London . 

Not long after this Exploit, Jack meeting a Ser 
jeant of the Poultry Compter, coming from JJliug- 
ton , he commanded him to S:and and Deliver, 01 
elfe he would Dioot him through the Head. The 
Fellow being furpriz’d, gave him forty Shillings 
defiring, at the fame Time, that he would be fc 
civil as to return him what he pleafed back again 
But Jack knowing his rafcally Fun&ion, quoth he 

* Sirrah, was the tenth Part of a Farthing to favt 

* your Life, nay, your Soul, I would not g m 
4 it, becaufe thou art the Spawn of a broken Snop 
4 keeper, who takes Delight in the Ruin of thy 

* Fellow- Creatures ! The Mifery of a poor Man, i: 

* the Offals on which you feed, and Money is the " 

* Crud you leap at; your Walks in Term-Time 

* are up Fleet fireet, but at the End of the Term 
4 up Holborn , and lo to Tyburn; for the Gallow 
4 is your Purlieu, in which you and the Hangmai 

4 are Quarter-Rangers, the cne turns off, and the 1 
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4 other cuts down.’ At thefe Words, quoth the Ser- 
jeant, * And I hope I (hall have the Happinefs of cut- 
‘ ting you down too, one of thefe Days. Perhaps 
‘ fo, repiy’d Jack , but you (hall devour a great many 
‘ more of the Sheriffs Cuflards firft.’ So tying him 
Neck and Heels, he bound the Serjeant to his good 
Behaviour, till feme PafTengers came by to rcieafe 
him. 

He had committed 56 Robberies thus on Foot, 
and at lad being apprehended, upon the Information 
of one Will. Jewel, a Prifoner in the Mar/balfea 
Prifon, in Southwark , for robbing His Excellency 
the Duke D'Aamont, the French Ambaffador here of 
late, he was committed to Newgate, and tr) ’d at 
Juft ice -Hall in the Old-Bailey , foraflaulting and rob- 
bing on the Queen’s Highway, Mr. Matthew Beastly, 
Mr. William IVinJlow , Mr, Difsey Stanniford, Mr. 


Robert Sherwood, and y[x.-JoftphAJhton, on the 3^th 
of November, and 20th of December , 1710, and the 
6th of February, 1 710-1 1 ; and for which being call 
and condemned^ he was hang’d at Tyburn on Friday 
the 2d of March following, aged 23 Years. 

But before I conclude this Fellow’s Life, I mud 
not forget his once robbing mad Wigmote ; whom 
meeting betwixt Kentifa-Town and London, raving a- 
long with a Quarter-Staff in his Hand, and a great 
Pair on Boots on his Legs, he oblig’d him to Stand 
and Deliver, without much Oppoikion ; for prefac- 
ing a couple of Pidols at him, Wigmore was not fo 
mad as to lofe his Life for the Value of ten or twelve 
Shillings, which Ja ck took from him, belides cutting 
the Madman’s Boots to Pieces, fo that he was obliged 
to go through Thick and Thin, it being then very 
dirty Weather, barefoot Home. 


The LIFE of ANDREW BAYNES. 


T J H I S Andrew Baynes was from his Infancy 
of a vicious Inclination,, and tho’ he had the 
natural Senfe to know he was in an Error, 
yet was he relolved his Heart fhould be dill the fame. 
When he firlt dnplay’d his Vanity, he began with 
defr ud ng ar.d cheating all he had to deal with, ef- 
pecially by taking great Houfes, and then getting 
Upholders to furmfh ’em, which when he had done, 
he would run away with their Goods by Night. Thus 
would he alfo trick Braflers, Pewterers, Limners, 
Cabinet-Makers, and other Tradefmen ; as particu- 
larly once by taking a Houfe in Red-Lyon-Square , 
from whence he carried above four hundred Pounds 
worth of Goods into the Mint ; but was took out 
from thence by Virtue of a Pojfe Comitatus, and fent 
to Gaol. 

Another Time being in great Want of Money, (for 
what fuch Rogues get by Villany, is always fpent in 
Luxury and Excefs, he went to a Judice of the Peace 
at Norwich , before whom he fwore (tho’ he had not 
lod a Farthing) that he was robb’d of one hundred 
and fifty Pounds, within five Miles of that City, be- 
twixt Sun and Sun ; and brought three or four as 
great Knaves as himfelf, to depofe he had, to their 
Knowledge, fo much Money when he left fuch a 
Place ; then fuing the County, he recovered his pre- 
tended Lofs. 

Afterwards his profligate courfe of Life tempting 
him to greater Villames, he turned Houfe-breaker 
with one Tom Bets , who was a notorious Offender 
in this kind. This Bets being caft once for a Felony 
at the Seluons-Houfe in the Old Bailey , he was, by 
an Order of the Court, fent into the Foot Service in 
Flanders ; after which he fufFered a great deal of 
Hardfhip : For, being fird commanded into Germany, 
he was there taken Prifoner by the French, and car- 
ried to Lewk. After a long darviag Confinement, lie 
made his Efcape, and went to Fern i n Sweden, where 
being lifted into that King’s Service to go into Poland, 
he ran away. Then coming into Holland, he en- 
tered himfelf on board a Dutch Man of War, that was 
d6 


to convoy a Fleet from Mofcovy ; where going a- 
fhore, he dole one of the Czar’s Bears in the Night, 
and returning to Holland again, fhew’d it, after his 
Difcharge from five Months Service, about Amfterdami 
and getting Money thereby, he came over to Eng- 
land i where he was hanged at Tyburn, on Wednefday 
the 15th of May , 1706, for robbing the Houfe of 
the Lord Georges in Covent-Garden . 

But his untimely End working no good Effects in 
his Comrade Andrew Baynes , he dill followed the 
Faculty of Houfe-breaking, till he was condemned 
for it in 1709, and had the good Fortune to be re-* 
priev’d ; yet not making good Ufe of that Mercy, a 
little after his Liberty was obtain’d, he robb’d the 
Earl of If 'eft norland's Houfe. taking from thence fe- 
veral good Medals, his Lordship’s Parliament Robes, 
damalk Curtains, Cloaths, Linnen, and other Goods, 
to the Value of five hundred Pounds; for which be- 
ing apprehended upon the Information of one Daniel 
Waters, (a Shoemaker concerned with him in the fame 
F aft, and hanged in Augujl, 1713, at Maidjhne in 
Kent) he was committed To the Marfialfea Prifon, in 
Southwark ; from whence being removed by a Writ 
of Habeas Corpus to Newgate, he was condemned 
again ; but faved his Life once more, by a Refi itution 
of molt part of the Goods which he had llolen from 
that Peer. 

Having obtain’d his Enlargement a fecond Time, 
and being fo unfucceEfal in Houfe-brcaking, he refol- 
ved to try his Fortune in turning Foot- Pad ; fo he 
and his Comrades (who like wife followed this Exer- 
cife, which is the high Road to Hell) m.cring with 
one Mr. Archer , a Taylor, living in Bla.kmorefrcet 
by CJare-Market, coming one Evening from HiAj- 
gate, they fet upon him ; but he having feme Know- 
ledge of Andrew Baynes, who was indebted to him 
for making a Coat, when once in Fewgate, quoth 
he, Mr. Baynes, don't you know me? Yes , repiy’d 
Baynes , I know you well enough , and therefore am 
refolded to fend you home like a Gentleman, for you 
Jh all have no Money in your Pockets . 

5 1) Searching 
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Searching him, they found about eight Shillings in 
his Breeches, and a iilver Watch ; which taking from 
him, quoth Baynes , who had a good Bull-Dog with 
him, By G d I fancy it is pretty Sport to fee a 
live Taylor baited ; therefore Til bait this Fellow to 
try the Experiment. So dripping him (lark naked, 
they bou^d him to a Tree ; then fetting the Dog at 
him, he Hew like a Dragon on the Taylor, who cry’d 
and roar’d like a Bull indeed, and had had a Mifchief 
done him, if Baynes' s Companions had not been 
more merciful, in timely taking off the Dog, svhich 
had grievoufly bit him in fevtral Parts of the Body : 
But for this Civility, they kept his Cloaths, as look- 
ing upon him to be a fort of an Alcbymift , who could 
foon extraft another Sute out of CuRomers Appa- 
rel. 

Another Time Andrew Baynes , and his Affociates, 
meeting, betwixt Hampftead and London , with one 
Mr. Blachard a Shoe-maker, formerly living in the 
Strand, they commanded him, with out much Cere- 
mony, to Stand and Deliver ; but not obeying the 
Word of Command, he begg’d ’em to ufe Confci- 
ence, and not to ruin him and his Family at once. 
Quoth Baynes , Tou Son of a IVhore, don't talk of 
Confcience to us, for we Jhall now ft retch it as large 
as you do your Leather. So riflng his Pockets, they 
found about fixty Pounds, molt in Gold, received 
that Evening of a Cuftomer; then, as they were ty- 
ing his Hands and Feet, quoth Baynes again, Is this 
all the Money you have ? The poor Shoe-maker an- 
fwer’d. Yes, indeed. Air. Baynes cry’d, You Son of 
a B b 9 you ought to have every Bone in your 

Skin broke for bringing xo more with you ; for this 
ftnall Matter is no more in our Pockets than a Man in 
Paul’s. In the mean Time the Shoe-maker begg’d 
and pray’d, that if they would not give him all his 
Money, they would give him but fome ; but Baynes 
laid. How cats you be fo unconfcionable , Crifpen, as 
to ajk for our Charity out of this little Sum ? Pray 
hold your chattering ; for was you to / land as hard 
with us, as for a Piece of Carrot, we would not give 
you a Doit ; fo ftay here till we come io uni oof e you, 
which may he about the Day of Judgment . 

Not long after this Robbery, Andrew Baynes and 
Lis Comrades meeting three Women, who were Qua- 
kers, coming from a little Way out of Town, they 
fet upon thefe holy SiRers, and having firR fcarched 
all their Pockets, in which was not above two Gui- 
neas, and twelve Shillings in Silver, they thought 
this a very fmall Prey, without taking their Cloaths 
too. So Rripping them Rark naked, quoth one of 
the Lambs, as they were tying her to a Tree, Ye 
Men of Belial f what is the Meaning of all this Vio- 
lence, in taking away our Garments ? Andrew Baynes 
reply’d. Nothing at all, beloved ones, but only to make 
your Bodies as light as your Souls ; and on my IVord, if 
ye always keep in this manner, as ye came into the 
World, ye will never offend the Statute made again/} 
the Excefs of AppareL 

Now Andrew's Comrades, becaufe they were to- 
lerably handfome, were for untying them, faying. 


’Twaseafy to get away, without anv Danger of 
‘ their having us (ecu red. But Andrew' Baynes, in 
‘ a great Paffson, reply' d, They fliall not be unty’d ; 

‘ for tho’ I’m of no Religion myfelf, yet I mortally 
‘ hate a Quaker, or any other Prccifian, becaule he 
‘ is a demure Creature, only full of oral Sanftity, 

‘ and mental Impiety. Though he will not fwear’ 

‘ he’ll lye confoundedly ; neverthelefs, his Prefumi 1 
‘ tion is fo fure of his Salvation, that he will not 
‘ change Places in Heaven with the Virgin Mary. He 
will not Hick out itom committing Fornication tr 
* Adultery, foit be done for the Prop gation of the 
Godly ; and can find in his Heart to lye with any 
Whore, but the Whore of Babylon. He thinks 
‘ ever y Grganill is in the State of Damnation, and 
‘ had rather hear a Ditty of his own making than 
" bell Hymn a Cherubim can ling. In fine, lie 
had rather See Anticbrift himfelf, than Pictures 
‘ in a Church Window ; and prophanelv thinks his 
‘ Difcourfe is fo good, thar he Ju/it challenge the 
‘ Almighty to talk with him extempore. Truly 
‘ this Charafter I have heard difrreet Men give of 
this fort of Cattle ; and for this Reafon the Spirit 
moves me to Ihew no Favour here to thefe female 
‘ Hypocrites, who we’ll leave in the Dark, till their 
' own Light cor.dufts them to abetter Place.’ So 
his Companions being fatisfy ’d with what he fait! 
tney left the three Teas and Nays to hold forth br 
them (elves. ' 1 

Andrew Baynes being once iinprefs’d bv Dent 
the informing Conftable, (who was till’d in ' Co-vent'- 
Garden, by one Tooly, a Soldier! and lent to 
Flanders, he ran away from his Colours into Eng 
land, and being one Day at a Houfe in Cbtljea 
where Dent was alio drinking, and knowing him 
again, h# and another way-laid him at Bloody- 
Bridge-, where fetting on him, quoth Baynes, 
Thou infolent Rafcal! who bajl fold many a Man's 
Blood at twenty Shillings per Head, 1 am fenfible 
you can ufe your long Staff well enough. I'll fee 
how you can exercife your Jhort one. So pulling out 
his Generation-Tool, they applied a Blifler Plaifter 
to it, bought for that Purpole at an Apothecary’s in 
the abovefaid Town, and tying his Hands and Feet 
left him in that Condition till Morning, before any 
Paffcngers came by to releafe him. ’ 

1 his Malefaftor, executed at Tyburn, in i* , i t 
aged 26 Years, was born in Effex, and lerved as a 
Drawer lull at the Blue Pojls Tavern, at the Corner 
of P ortugal-ftr eet, by Lincolns- Inn Back-Gate. He 
was very undutiful to his ancient Mother, who went 
a begging > and the Woman he kept Company with, 
was called FI urn, from her formerly felling Flum- 
mery ; being the Leavings of one George Purcbas, 
a Bailiff, condemned (but reprieved) forWh Trea- 
fon, with one Dammarj, a Waterman, for° die In- 
furreftion made by the Rabble in London, when Dr. 
Henry Sacheverell was try'd by the Peers, upon fede- 
ral Articles exhibited ugainjt him by the Houfe of 
Comment. 
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The LIFE of JAMES FILE W O O D. 


HIS Fellow was often called Vi let, tho’ Cr'minal, repVd, Legit ut Cleric us ; by which 
Filewoid was his ight Name. He was born Means he foved his Necic cihs Time. 



JL of honeft Parents in the Parifh of St. Pc- One Day this Filet meeting with another of his 
ten Combi l L His Father was a Poulterer ; which own Profeflion, named Clark , Come Clark , quoth 
Occupation he, and two or three other .Brothers, he, fence nee have fo happily ftumbled upon one ano- 
pre tended originally to follow ; but finding the fid- ther , let us take a Pint together. A Match, fays 
dling Work of fealding, picking, and gutting Cocks the other; fo they went into a Tavern m Holbom . 
and Hens, and other Poultry, was not fo beneficial But drinking about for a While, when they came to 
as pickir.gof Pockets, they took up that Employ- examine their Pockets, they found tliemfelves de- 
ment, as knowing there was their ready Money as ceived, one thinking the one had, and the other thin- 
foon as they had done tneir Work. king the other had. Money enough to defray the 

When this Fellow fuffered Death, ’twas thought Reckoning, when indeed both of them could make 
there were fome of his Brothers who deferved it more, not above a Groat. Hang it then , (faid the Inviter) 
one of them having been formerly condemn’d, gave nve had as good be in for a great deal as a little . 
Proof chat the Mercy was ill bellowed, for he lived So they called luftily till it came to five or fix Shil- 
to do a great deal of Mifchief ; and another of them lings, then looking cut at the Window, as if they 
had been at Old Bridewell by Fleet-Ditch , where he had been viewing the Defcent, fays one to the ocher, 
was two Years at hard Labour ; which going hard I have it now. Upon that, knocking and defiring 
againll the Grain, he and fome others mutmy’d, with to fpeak with the Mailer, up he came. Sir , fays Vi - 
a Defign to break out ; but the Keepers and Blue- let, we came hither about a mathematical Bufineft y 
coat boys foon q jelled them. Ar^d in this rafli At- to oneafure from your Window to the Ground: } 
tempt, on c Ifaac Rag, a Prifoner then with him, have laid upon 13 Foot my Friend on 13 Foot 9 Inches , 
and who was afterwards an Evidence againft White , and you are to be Judge that 1 flip not this Line 
and another Perfon hanged with him, for the hor- (which was Packthread upon a Piece of Brafs, which 
rid Murder of Mrs. Knap in Jockey-Fields , had one Joyners and Carpenters ufe in Menfuration) till he 
of his Eyes foot out, goes down , to fee whether from this Knot , (fhew- 

But to return to James Filewosd. As foon as he ing it hi m) which is juft fo much , it reaches to the 
had lifted hiinfeJf under the Banners of Wicked- Ground. 'The Vintner was content. The other 
nefs, he firft went a Clouting, that is, picking Pland- Sharper being below in the Street, cry’d, It did not 
kerchiefs out of Pockets: in which having pretty reach by eleven Inches. Pray, Sir, faid Vilet to the 
well improved himfelf, after often being duck’d in a Vintner, Hold it here till 1 feep down and fee ; for I 
Horfe-pond, or pumped, he next ventured to pick wont believe him. So down he went, telling the 
Pockets and Fobs and Money and Watches. To Drawer he’d paid his Mafter, and away they both 
which Purpofe, he always gave his conftant Atten- icoured, leaving the String for the Reckoning, 
dance at the King’s going to the Parliament-Houfe, Once Jemmy Vilet having ftolen an Alarum Watch, 
the Lord-M lyor’s Show, the Artillery Men making ft i fly denied it before the Juftice, fo that upon the 
a Mock-Fight, Entries of Ambaffodors, Bartholo - (lender Evidence he was difeharged ; but before he 
mew and Southwark Fair?, Drury-Lane and Lincolns, got *ut of his Worfhip’s Prefence, the Alarum went. 
Inn Play-Houfes, or any other Place where a great and he was ordered to be brought back again, and 
Concourfe of People is drawn together upon any Oc- fearcbed ; at which he cry’d our. What devili/h Luck 
cafions ; and to be iure he never inifs’d going on Snn- have /, that Iftoould fo cafly baffle both Juftice and 
days to Church, tho’ it was more to ferve the Devil, Conftable , and yet am trapanned by the Hatch t But 
than that omnipotent Majefty, to whole Honour and for all his Jelling, the Juftice was in fuch good earn- 
Glory the Houfe of Prayer is erefted ; and here he neft now, that he committed him to Ne wgate, and 
would, as well as pick Pockets, change an old Hat had he not fo far made it up wit.o tne Pro.eeutor to 
or two for a new one. throw in a Bill of Ignoramus at Seftions, lie might 

In the late Queen’s Reign, Vilet being try’d at perhaps been hanged then, 
the Aflizes at Oxford , for a Matter in which he Once Vilet having been at fome Country Fairs, he 
was allowed the Benefit of Clergy, being put to got a pretty deal of Money ; but tailing into Play 
read his Neck Verfe, a Student {landing at the Bar, with a Shoemaker at Lincoln , it was his Misfortune 
took fo much Companion as to inilrufl him. The to lofe it, Cloaths and all. Crijpin gave mm his old 
Words were Lord have Mercy upon us : So he held Cloaths, and his leather Apron, and when he depart- 
the Book, and the Scholar bid him fay after him; ed from Lincoln , was fo civil, as to put twenty Sml- 
O Lo"d, lays the Scholar ; O Lord, fays Vilet ; and lings into his Pockets to bear his Charges. With 
and nis Tnumo being upon the other Part of it, this he lets out to travel, and coming to a lone inn 
the Scnolar Lid, Take away thy Thumb ; fays ViLt betwixt Grantham and Stamford, he puts in there, 
then, O Lord, take away thy Thumb. Quoth tne and ipending four or five Sniliings, the People pro- 
Judgv, Lift, cut rv-i Tgi . ut C/ericus f \ -d he that v.dea him a good Lodging, and Jemmy went to Bed 
. 7;.r..ei to anforCe, j zu a ut.wr betimes* It fo fell out, that they hud lever al Guefts 


came 
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came to the Inn, which took up their Lodgings, fo 
that a Parfon coming in very late, they had no 
room for him. The Parfon rather than go farther, 
chofe to accept of a Bedfellow ; but there was none 
cared to be diiturbed at that Time of Night but Vi let 
whom they took for a Shoemaker, and who was 
well enough pleafed with the Honour of having fuch 
fuch a Bedfellow. 

Matters being thus accommodated, and the Parfon. 
a-bed, he foon fell afleep, and flept very heartily, 
being tired with the Fatigue of his Days Journey ; 
but Vilet having flept well before, had no mind to 
deep any more that Night, but lay awake medita- 
ting Mifchief ; and feeing the Parfon had a great 
deal of Money in his Pockets, which he pulled out 
to pay for a Pot of Beer which he called for to make 
his Bedfellow drink, he was contriving how to change 
Breeches with him, well knowing his own Pockets 
were but thin lin’d with that precious Metal. After 
having refolved what he would do, he gets up at 
the dawning of the Day, and puts on not only the 
Parfon’s Breeches, but alfo all his facerdotal Gar- 
ments, finding they fitted him very well ; and being 
rigg’d in thofe facred Habiliments, down Stairs he 
goes very foftly, and calls the Hoftler, bidding him 
bring his Boots, and make ready his Horfe. 

Now the Hoftler, not in the leaft millrufting, but 
that Vilet being in that Drefs, was really the Parfon, 
brought him his Boots, and ask’d him what Corn he 
mull have ? He told him half a Peck of Oats, which 
was accordingly given him ; and Vilet was very un- 
eafy till the Horie had eat them ; but in the mean 
Time, that he might be the foouer ready to go, 
he called to pay ; and was anfwercd he had paid all 
lafl Night but for his Horfe. The Horfe having 
eat up his Corn he was very much in Hafte to be 
gone ; but the Hoiller afking what it was a Clock by 
his Watch, which he faw the Parfon pull out the 
Night before, it put Vilet to a little Stand, not ha- 
ving fo far examin’d his Pockets as to know whether 
he had or no, and therefore being loath to make a 
vain EBay, he anfwered that his Watch was down, 
and fo got upon his Horfe, and giving the Ploftler 
a Shilling, rid away as Tati as he could ; and it being 
Summer Weather, he had a long Day before him. 
After he had rid a confiderable Way, he examines 
his Pockets, and finds in them fix Guineas, four 
Pounds odd Money in Silver, and a very good Watch; 
and having found himfelf fo well provided, he rid 
away the merrily, refolving to live well as long as 
that latfed. 

But let us returf! to the true Parfon, whom he left 
fall afleep in his Bed, About Seven in the Morning, 
it being in June , the Parfon awakes, and going to 
bid his Bedfellow good Morrow, he foofi found not 
only that the Bird was flown, but alfo that he had 
flown away with his Feathers j for he faw nothing 
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there but fome old Cloath’s which lie fuppos’d be- 
longed to his Bedfellow ; whereupon he calls lor 
fomebody to come up ; bnt the Servants, who fup- ^ 
pofed it to be only the Shoemaker, afk’d him, what 
a Pox ail’d him to make fuch a Noife, and bid him • 
quiet, or elfe they’d make him quiet. This vex’d ' 
the Parfon, and made him knock the harder ; till 
the Chamberlain came up, and threatened to thraih i 
his Sides, if fo he would net be quiet. 

The Minifler wondring at this rude Treatment, 
afk’d. Where w as his deaths ? Tie Ch .mberlaift 
ftill taking him for Sc. Hugh , reply ’d, Where the 
Plague fhould they be hut upon the Chair , here you 

left them ? Who the Devil do ye think would meddle 
with your Cloaths ? They an' t fo much worth Pm 
fure y you need not fear any Body's flea ling them . The 
Man's mady 1 think y replies the Parfon ; Do you know 
who ye fpeahto? Speak to y fays the Fellow ; Ves t 
furey I think 1 do. If you did f you'd ufe better Words , 
fays the Parfon. Better Words , fays the Man ; my 
Words are good enough for a drunken Shoemaker . j 
Shoemaker l fays the Fnrfon ; 1 am no Shoemaker , 

1 am the Minifler that came in here lafl Night. The 
Devil you are s replies the Chamberlain, 1 am fur e 
the Minifler went away foon after three a Clock this 
Morning . With that the Minifler gets out of Bed in 
his Shirt, and taking hold of the Chamberland, Sir - 1 
rahy fays he, bring me . my Cloaths , my Money , and 
my Watchy or Pll break your Neck down Stairs. 
With this Noife and Scuffle comes Up the Mailer of ! 
the Inn, and fome other of the Servants ; wno pre- 
fently knew that was none of him whom they took 
for a Shoemaker ; and upon a little Enquiry into 
the Matter, found that St. Hugh had made an Ex- 
change with the Parfon. Whereupon the Mailer of 
the Inn furnifhed him with a Suit of his own, and 
Money to bear his Charges, till they could bear 
what became of the Thief. 

He was at length taken in picking a Pocket, and 
tho’ the Value he took from the Perlon did not corne 
to ren Shillings, yet he was convicted thereof ; 
and likewife upon another Indictment preferr’d a- 
gainfl him by Mrs. Frances Baldock , for fnatching 
from her a Pocket valued at one Shilling, and in 
which were twelve Guineas and two Pilloles. For 
thefe FaCls he received Sentence of Death at juflice- 
Hall in the Old- Bailey ; but no Report being im- 
mediately given in to the King of the MalefaClors * 
condemned the Seflions he was try’d, he remained 
in the condemned Hold till another Seflions ; when 
the dead Warrant being flgned for eigiit Criminals, 
he was one among them appointed for Death ; and 
accordingly on the 3 til of Ofiobery 1 7 1 S, he took 
flapping at Newgate y failed with a fair Wind up 
Ho l born River, and (hiking stgainft the Rock of St. 
Giles'iy was call away at Tyburn^ in the- 27th Year 
of his Age, 
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The LIVES of William Ward, Samuel 
Lynn, Ralph Emmery, Robert Vickers, 
John Prior, and Francis Parquet. 


A S all thefe Malefaftors were executed at the 
fame Time, and as we have not many Par- 
ticulars to relate of any one of them, we 
thought it befl to put them all into one Chapter. 

William Ward was born at Dry docking in the 
County of Norfolk. When he was but three Years 
old, his Parents removed from thence to the City of 
Norwich . His Father who was a Mill- Wright by 
Trade, made him, when capable, to work with him 
in that Occupation. Afterwards he came up to Lon- 
I don, where he married a very honeft Woman, and at 
Bowl and other Places thereabouts, followed the Bufi- 
nefs he was brought up to ; but unhappily falling 
into ill Company, he was too eafily feduced to fol- 
low their bad Examples. The firit Fad he com- 
mitted, was the taking off from a Hackney-Coach 
Handing at the four Swans-Inn Door within Bijhops - 
Gate , a Portmanteau corded under the Ccachman’s 
Seat, in which there was a gold Watch and Chain, 
Cloaths, and feveral other Things of Value, which 
were fold together for fourteen Guineas, and fhared 
between him and two others concerned with him in 
I that Fad : However, the right Owner had them a- 
gain for twenty one Guineas. 

' :{ Another Time Will Ward riding thro’ Holhorn in 
* a Hackney-Coach, and efpyifig a Porter with a great 
E Trunk on his Back, bids the Coachman Hop, and 
call the Porter to him ; accordingly the Man of Car- 
riage comes, to whom giving a Shilling to Hep juft 
by of an Errand, he bade him lay his Load into the 
Coach, of which he would take Care. No fooner 
was the Porter gone, but Ward calls to the Coach- 
man again, who was feeding his Horfes, and bids 
him drive to fuch a Place, where the Porter (he faid) 
was to meet him. He is driven to an Alehoufe in 
Luiener s-Lane, which harbours all Sorts of Villains ; 
where opening the Trunk to find what Prize he had 
got, he found therein about eighty Pounds in Money, 
befides a great Quantity of rich Cloaths, both Wool- 
len and Linnen ; in the mcaa Time the Porter was 
making a great Outcry all thro’ Holborn for his Lofs, 
but all to no Purpofe, for the Owner of the Trunk 

I fued his Sureties, which all Ticket-Porters give, and 
they again fu’d the Porter, who was put in Gaol for 
his Folly. 

Not long after, ll r ard committed another Robbery 
at the four Swans- Inn in Bijhopfgate-ftreet , taking 
from another Hackney Coach a Portmanteau Trunk, 
but being prefently Hopped and feized wick it, was 
carried to the Poultry Compter, from whence he was 
committed to Newgate, lo that he h.d no Oppor- 
tunity to know wnat was in it. At F e S Aha ns held 
at the Old-Bailey in October 17 1 S. >c w* is iry’d for 
it, and found guilty of his laffc Ktt ; winui proving 
9 7 


but a fingle Felony, he was thereupon only ordered 
for Tranfportation ; but whilH he lay under Con- 
finement he was convi&ed upon two other Indi<H- 
ments. Firit for breaking open the Houfe of Thomas 
Lane, and flealirg ten Pounds Weight of Tea, on 
the 12th of April 1717; and Secondly, for a Bur- 
glary committed by him and Samuel Lynn hereafter 
mentioned in the Houfe of Mr. Julian Bailey, m 
the Parilh of St. GilcR s Cripplegate, from Whence 
they took divers Pieces of Plate to the Value of forty 
Pounds on the 24th of July, 1717, and on Monday 
the loth of February 1718 19, he was executed, be- 
ing twenty two Years of Age, at Tyburn, where he 
corfefs’d that about a Twelvemonth before then, i.e 
and Sam. Lynn took from off a Coach Handing at the 
Spread Eagle in Gracechurcb-jlreel a Portmanteau 
with Goods in it, belonging to Dr. Tilburg ; and 
had alio been concerned together in fevera/ ether 
Fads, but could not particularly recoiled themlelves 
about them. 

Samuel Lynn was born at Brampton in Norfolk, 
and for fome Time lived at a neighbouring Town 
called Skerington. When he was Young, his Father 
(a Grocer and Tallow-Chandler) ren.ov-u to the City 
of Norwich, where he was bound Appi entice to him, 
and afterwards wiought Journey-work there, and 
then came up to London, where falling into ill Com- 
pany, he foon took to picking 01 Pockets, for which 
he was brought to Jufciee ; particularly for picking 
the Poc .et of the Lad\ Dorcas Roberts , from whom 
he took a green filk Purfe with three Guineas, and 
fixteen Shilh rgs in it, on the 1 6ch of March, 1715-14, 
and a little after was try’d and received Sentence of 
Death for the fame, but afterwards received 'the 
King’s gracious Pardon, and pleaded it at the Old 
Bailey on the ibth of Augujl 1715, the Conditions 
of that Pardon (which he did not obferve) being, 
that he fhould tranfport himfelf within fix Months 
out of His Majefty’s Dominions in Europe ; but 
wanting Grace to improve this Mercy, he not only 
fell m again among his wicked Acquaintance, but re- 
turned to his former Trade of Thieving, tijl he was 
concemned for the fame Faftas Ward abovemention- 
ed, ana at the fame Time hanged at Tyburn ; aged 
19 Years. 

Ralph Emmery, was executed at the* fame 
Time, for a Murder and Robbery committed by 
mm on the Bocy of Nathaniel Afer, on the 
2otn of June, 1 7 1 S. Fie was born in Old fireet, in 
the Parifh of St. Giles s Cripplegate. He was a 
Parifh-Bov, and bound for nine Years to a Cain - 
Chair-makes *, whom he served faithfully all that 
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Time, whi«h when expired he followed that Bufi- 
nefs for himfelf, going about the Streets to get mend- 
ing Work of that Sort, whereby he got a Lively- 
hood. The Murder he ftood condemned for, was 
committed in Stepney-Fields, in Company with 
William Audley , and Sarah Brown, executed fomc 
Time before. Emmery took out of the Deceafed’s 
Pocket a Pocket-Book, and fome Coffee ; however, 
he deny’d the bloody Faft, faying, that he never 
was guilty of any Murder, but could not juftify 
himfelf in other Matters, for he had lived a long 
Time in Fornication and Adultery, had been a pio- 
phane Swearer, a vile Drunkard, and all along neg- 
lected the Service of God ; that he had abandoned 
himfelf to a finful Courfe of Life, and for Six Years 
paft made it his common Practice to pick Pockets, 
That for thefe and the like Wicked Fadtshe was com- 
mitted once to the Gaol in White -Chape l, and fix 
times to Newgate: that he had took feve-al Trials, 
been thrice whipt, and fenl twice to Bridewell, but 
none of thofe Corrections working any Reformation 
in him, heftill purfued his wicked Courfe of Life. 

The aborefaid Ralph Emmery had likewife been 
upon the Foot-pad, and >vith two others meeting 
juft upon the Clofe of the Evening with a Nonjuring 
Parfon juft beyond the Halfway Houfe to Hampftead, 
one of them juftled the honeft DoCtor,which the ocher 
two perceiving, they feem’d to take the Doctor’s 
Part, faying, go along with us. Sir, for that’s fomc 
Rogue without doubt. So thefe two Rogues went 
fcolding along with the fingle Rogue, getting the 
DoCtor betwixt ’em to proteCt him from robbing, till 
coming to a Ditch Emmery pulhes the DoCtor into it. 
Look you there now, faid the other two, did we not 
tell you before that he was a Rogue; wc hope you’ll 
be pleafed to beftow fomething on us for conducting 
you hither. The DoCtor did not at all like his 
Guardians, and indeed he had no Reafon, for taking 
his Peruke, Coat, and Sword, from him, they fearch’d 
his Breeches, in which finding about Eight Shillings, 
they then left him to get out of the Ditch. 

John Prior was bom at Caifoo in Bedfordjhire ; 
«>f fach poor Parents, that they could not beftow any 
Education upon him, infomueh that he could neither 
write nor read ; for a Livelihood he follow’d Hus- 
bandry in the Country, but leaving both Hufbandry 
and Country, he came up to London about the Begin- 
fiing of the Year 1716. and lifted himfelf in the ie- 
«ond Regiment of Foot* Guards, foon after which 
giving way to a lewd Life, he committed fcveral 
jnoft notorious Robberies on the Foot-pad, at many 
Country Places about the Cities of London and Weft - 
minfttr . 

He was at laft condemn'd for the following Rob- 
beries on the Highway, with Robert Vickers and Fran • 
cis Parquot : Firft, for affaulting and robbing William 
Spinnage, Gent, and taking from him a Purfe wirh 
Fourteen Guineas, and a Half Guinea, a Watch, 
value Eight Pounds, and other Things, as he vras 
riding in a Hackney Coach in Far ringdon- Lane , near 
Norn/ey, on the eighteenth of Auguft 1718. Next 


for a like Aft'aulr and Robbery by them jointed com- 
mitted on the Perfdn of George Floyer Eiq; on Horfe- 
back, near Tottenham-Court, in the Parifh of St. Pan 
eras, from whom they took a Pair of Piftols. value* 
Forty Shilling, and a Gelding value Thirty Pounds 
on the eighteenth o f September following. And Iaftly 
for fuch another Affault and Robbery, which the faic 
P rior and Vickers commined on Mr. William Squire 
who was by them roughly handled, and threaten’^ 
to be kill’d (befides their caking from him Five Gui- 
neas, a Waich with a Chain and Seal, and Ten Shil 
lings in Silver, near the Turnpike at Tottenham 
without any Reward to the faid Mr. Squire' s Cha 
raCler, being one of his Majefty’s Meflengcrs. Ai 
ter his Condemnation he was very impudent in thi 
Condemn'd Hold, and was in grear Hopes of a Re 
prieve, but he was neverthrlefs hang’d at Tyburn 01 
Monday the Sixteenth ot February beforemention’d 
aged 34 Years. 

Robert Vickf.rs, hang’J alfo at the fam 
Time, aged twemy three Years, was born at Nethet 
cot in Warwirk/bire, and when but very young gc 
ing from thence to Weft bury in Buckinghamshire, h 
was there bound Apprentice to a Balcei. When h 
Time was expired, he came up to London , and w; , 
Journeyman to a B.ker in Cow Crojs, and afterwarc 
to another in Golden Lane , in the Far & of ft Giles 
Cripp legate. But he growing weary of his Employ 
ment, lifted himfelf in the fecond Regiment of Foo 
Guards, where he had not been very long before f 
began to be loofe, and follow ill Courfes, efpeciall 
going on the Foot-pad. 

The firft Perlon whom he attack’d in this Manne 
was a certain Irijb Barrifter of the King's-Bencb Walt 
in the Temple , who was very well known for his nc 
taking the Oaths to the then prefent Governmen 
This Lawyer Vickers meeting ©nc Night walking froi 
Mary le- bone , crofs the Fields towards Southampton 
Houfe , he did not only take what Money he had, bu 
alfo ftript him to his Shirt, which dawbing all ovt 
with Dirt in a Pond, he put it on the Lawyer, fa> 
ing, that now be looked fomething like a Limb. of th 
Law, fence he was in black. Then tying him Nec 
and Heels, he left him there to ponder till next Morn 
ing, on Wingate' s Statutes, Coke upon Littlctoi 
Magna Chart a, old Plowden, Le-vinz's Report! 
and other mufty Authors of the Law. 

Francis Parquot, hang’d alfo with the above 
mentioned Malefactors, aged thirty Years, was bon 
in France , at a Seaport Town call’d Marines, nea 
Rachel. When he was about fifteen Years old hi 
came into England, where he lived three Years witl 
a French Jeweller. Then leaving his Mafter he wen’ 
to the City o l Bath, and there kept a Shop for fomi 
time ; but being in debt, was forced to leave thai i 
Place, and come up to London , where he privately 
follow’d his Occupation, till tailing into ill Company, 
he betook himfelf to Houfe-breaking, which he fol- 
low’d till his Acquaintance with Prior and Vkkert 
brought him to fhare their Fate#. 
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The LIVES of John 
Tinman, Robert Cane, 
Richard Shepherd. 

T H E firft of thefe Offenders had been an old 
Sinner, and had acquir’d the nick Name of 
the Golden Tinman , in the fame Manner as 
a former Pra&itioner in his wretched Calling, did 
that of the Gotten Farmer. Trippuck had robbed 
alone and in Company for a confiderable Space, till 
his Character was grown very notorious. Some 
fhort Time before his being taking up for his laft 
Offence, he had by dint of Money and Intercft pro- 
cured a Pardon. However, venturing on the Fa6I 
which brought him to Death, the Perfon injured 
foon feized him, and being inexorable in his Profe- 
cation, Trippuck was call and received Sentence. 
But having itill fome Money, he did not lofe all 
Hope of a Reprieve, but kept up his Spirits, by flat- 
tering himfelf with his Life being preferved, till with- 
in a very few Days of Execution. If the Ordinary 
fpoke to him of the Affairs of his Soul, Trippuck im- 
mediately cut him ftiort with, D'ye believe 1 can 
obtain a Pardon ? 1 don't know that indeed, fays 
the Doftor, But you know one Counfellor fucb a ' 
one , fays Trippuck , prithee make Ufe of your Inter eft 
with him , and fee whether you can get him to ferve, 
me , I'll not be ungrateful Dodor. 

The Ordinary was alraoft at his Wits End with 
this fort of crofs Purpofes ; however, he went on to 
exhort him to think of the great Work he had to do, 
and entreated him to confider the Nature of that Re- 
pentance, which muff attone for all his numerous Of- 
fences. Trippuck upon this, opened his Breaff, and 
fhewed him a great Number of Scars, amongft which 
were two very large onofl, out of which he laid two 
Mufquet Bullets had been extracted. And will not 
thefe good Do ft or, quoth he, and the vaji Paint I 
have endured in their Cure, in fome fort leffen the Hei - 
noufnefi of the Fads I may have committed. No, faid 
the Ordinary, what Evils have fallen upon you in 
fveh Expeditions you have drawn upon yourf el f, and 
are not to imagine that thefe will in any Degree , make 
amends for the multitude of your Offences . You had 
much better clear your Confcience, by a full and inge- 
nious Confeffion of your Crimes, and prepare in ear - 
neft for another World, Jince I dare affure ytu , you 
need n» Hopes of flaying in this . 

Trippuck as loon as he found the Ordinary was in 
the right, and that all Expcdation of a Reprieve or 
Pardon were totally in vain, began, as moft of thofe 
fort of People do, to lofe much of that fiubborn- 
nefs, they miftake for Courage ; He now felt all 
the Terrors of an awakened Confcience, and there- 
fore perfifted no longer in denying the Crime for 
which he died ; tho' at fiilt he declared it altoge- 
ther a fahhood, and Conflable his Companion hsd 
deny’d it even to Death. 

It had been reported, that this Trippuck was the 


Trippujk the Golden- 
Th'jrruo' Charnock, and 


Man who killed Mr. Hull towards the end of the 
Summer before on Black Heath ; but when this Story 
reached his Ears, he declar’d it was an utter Falfi- 
ty, repeating this Affertion to the Ordinary a few 
Moments before his being turned off; pointing to 
the Rope about him, faid, As you fee this hjlru- 
ment of Death about me, what I fay is the real 
Truth . He died at laft with all outward Signs of 
Penitence. 

ROBERT CANE was a young Man, of about 
twenty two Years of Age, at the Time he fuffered. 
Having a tolJcrablc Genius when a Youth, his 
Friends put him Apprentice twice ; but to no Pur- 
pofe ; for having got rambling Notions in his Head, 
he would needs go to Sea : There too but for his 
own unhappy Temper he might have done well, for 
the Ship of War in which he failed, was fo fortunate 
as to take, after eight Hours fharp Engagement, a 
Spanijh Veffel, of an immenfe Value, but the large 
Share he got here did him little Service : Robert as 
foon as he came home made a quick Hand ol it, and 
when the ufual Train of fenfual Delights, which pafo 
for Pleafures in low Life, bad exhauj.ed him to the 
laft Farthing, Neceftity, and the Dehre of ftill in- 
dulging his Vices, made him fall into the worft, and 
molt unlawful Methods, to obtain the Means by 
which he might purfue them. 

Sometime after this, the unhappy Man of whom 
wc arc fpeaking, fell in Love with a virtuous young 
Woman, who lived with her Mother, a poor well- 
meaning Creature, utterly ignorant of Cane\ Beha- 
viour, or that he had ever committed any Crimes 
puniftiable by Law. The Girl, as f«ch filly People 
are wont, yielded quickly to Marriage, which was 
to be confummated privately, becaufe Cane's Rela* 
tions were not to be difobliged, who it feems did 
not think him totally ruined, while he efcaped Ma- 
trimony. But the unhappy Youth not having Mo- 
ney enough to procure a Licenfe, and being aftiamed 
to put the Expence on the Woman and her Mother, 
in a Fit of amorous Diftra&ion, he went out from 
them one Evening, and meeting a Man fomewhat 
fuddled in the Street, he threw him down, and took 
away his Hat and Coat. The Fellow was not fo 
drunk, but that he cried out, and People coming 
to his Affiftance, Cane was immediately apprehend- 
ed ; and fo this Fa&, inftcad of raifing him Money 
enough to be marriad, brought him to Death is the 
moft ignominious Way. 

While he lay in Newgate, the miferable young 
Creature who wai to have been his Wife, came 
•onftantly after him to ery with him, and deplore 
their mutual Misfortunes, which were encreafed by 
the Girl’s Mother falling fick, and being confined to 
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her Bed through Grief for her defign’d Son -in- Law’ s 
fad Fate. When the Day of his fuffering drew 
on, this unhappy Man compofed hinifelf to fubinit 
to it with great Serenity : He profeired abundance 
of Contrition for the Wickednefs of his former Life, 
and lamented with much Tendemcfs thofe Evils he 
had brought upon the Girl and her Mother. The 
foftnefs of his Temper, and the tteady Affedion he 
had for the Maid, contributed to make his Exit 
much pity ’d ; which happened at Tyburn in the 22d 
.Year of his Age. He left a Paper behind him, which 
he alfo read at the Tree, containing a Confef- 
fion of his Crime, a Vindication of his Sweetheart’s 
Cliara&er, and a Profdfion of his Faith, and uni- 
verfal Charity. 

RICHARD SHEPHERD was born of very honeft 
and reputable Parents in the City of Oxford, who 
were careful in giving him a fuitable Education, 
which he through the Wickednefs of his future Life 
utterly forgot, infomuch, that he knew fcarce the 
Creed and Lord's Prayer , at the Time he had moll 
need of them. When he grew a tollerable big Lad, 
his Friends put him out Apprentice to a Butcher, 
where having ferved a great Part of his Time, he 
fell in Love with a young Country Lafs hard by, 
and his Paflion growing outragious, he attacked her 
with all the amorous Strains of Gallantry he was able. 
The Hearts of young uneducated Wenches, like un- 
fortify’d Towns, make little Refiftance when once 
befieged, and thereof Shepherd had no great Difficul- 
ty in making a Conqucft. However the Girl inflat- 
ed on honourable Terms, and unfortunately for the 
poor Fellow they were married before his Time 
was out. An error in Conduff, which in low Lift 
is feldom retrieved . 

ft happened fo here ; Shepherd's. Matter was not 
long before he difeovered this Wedding; he there- 
upon gave the poor Fellow fo much Trouble, that 
he was at laft forced to give him forty Shillings down, 
and a Bond for twenty eight Pounds more ; which ha- 
ving totally ruined him, Dick fell unhappily into the 
Way of diihonett Company, who foon drew him in- 
to their manner of gaining Money, and fupplying 
his Neceffities at the Hazard both of his Confcience, 
and his Neck. He became an expert Proficient, yet 
could never acquire any Thing confiderable thereby, 
but was continually embroiled and in Debt ; his 
Wife bringing in every Year a Child, contributing 
not a little thereto. 

When he firfl began his Robberies, he went on 
Houfe breaking, and committed feveral FaCh in the 
Citv of Oxford itfelf ; but thofe Things not being fo 
eafify concealed there, as at London , report quickly 
began to grow very loud about him, and Dick was 
forced to make drift with pilfering in other Places, 
in which he was fo unlucky, that the fecond or third 


Faff he committed in Hertford/hire , he was detected 
and feized, and at the next Aflizes capitally convidt- 
ed ; yet his Friends out of Companion to his Youth 
and in Hopes he might be diffidently check’d by fo 
narrow Efcapc from the Gallows, procured him firfl 
a Reprieve and then a Pardon. 

But this proximity to Death made little Impreffion 
on his Heart, which is too often the Fault ofPer- 
fons, who receive Mercy, and have too little Grace 
to make ufe of it. Dick, partly driven by Neceflity 
(for few People cared after his Releafe, to employ 
hi m) partly through the inttigations of his own wick- 
ed Heart, went again upon the old Trade, for which 
he was fo lately like to have fullered ; but thieving 
was ftill an unfortunate Profellion to him. He foon 
after fell again into the Hands of Juttice, from whence 
he efcaped by impeaching Allen and Chamber s, two 
of his Accomplice, and lo evaded Tyburn a fecond 
Time ; yet all this fignified nothing to him, for as 
foon as at home, he was at work in his old Way, 
till apprehended and executed for his Wickednefs. 

No unhappy Criminal had ever more Warning 
than Shepherd , of his approaching miferable Fate, if 
he would have fuffered any Thing to have decered 
him ; but alas ! what are Advices, what are Terrors 
what even the Sight of Death itfelf, to Souls har- 
dened in Sin, and Coniciences fo feared as his. He 
was taken up, carried before Col. Ellis and com- 
mitted to Newprifon for a capital Offence. He 
had not remained there long, before he wrote the 
Colonel a Letter, in which (provided he were ad- 
mitted an Evidence) he offered to make large Dif- 
coveries. His Offers were accepted, and botn con- 
vi&cd capitally at the Old-Bailey , by him, were ex- 
ecuted at Tyburn ; whither Shepherd quickly follow- 
ed them. 

Shepherd had picked up while in Newgate , a 
thoughtlels Refolution as to dying, not uncommon 
to old Malefactors, who having been often con- 
demned, grow at lalt hardened to the Gallows. 
When he was exhorted to think ferioufly of making 
his Peace with God, he replied. It was done, and 
he was fure of going to Heaven. 

THOMAS CHARNOCK, executed with thefe, 
was a young Man well and religioufly Educated. 
He had by hifl Friends been placed in the Houfe of 
a very eminent Trader, and being feduced by ill 
Company, yielded to a Defire of making a Shew in 
the World ; and in order to it, robbed his Matter’s 
Accompting-Houfe ; which FaCt made him indeed 
confpicnous, but in a very indifferent Manner from 
what he had flattered himfelf with. They died to- 
lerably Submiflive and Penitent ; this Jafl Malefac- 
tor efpecially, who had rational Ideas of Religion. 
The Day of their Execution was January the 29th, 
1719-20. 
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J j O H N HAWKINS at the Time of his 
Death was about thirty Years old. His Fa- 
ther was a Farmer at Stains in Middlefex, very 
hon-tt, but poor; and therefore could not give his 
Son but a flender Education. At fourteen 'John wait- 
ed on a Gentleman, but foon left him to be a Tap- 
Iter's Boy at the Red-Lysn in Brentford , where he 
continued till he got into another Gentleman's Ser- 
vice : But being or an unfettlcd Temper, hefeldom 
tarried long in a Place. The hit Family he was in 
was Sir Dennis Entry's, where he was Butler, and 
might have have lived happily ; for being a hand- 
fome creditable Servant, he was approved of by his 
Matter and L~dy. But the Opinion he had of his 
own Perfon made him too attaining; and he thought 
it a fmall Fault to be out two or three Nights a 
Week at tire Gaming Tables. By his repeated Ne- 
g’ect of his Matter's Bufinefs, the Family was in- 
jcen.-’J eg mut him, he was turned away, not with- 
out a Suiplcion of having fir ft been a Confederate in 
robbing t..e ihou'e of a cor.fidcr~.ble Value in Plate. 
Hiving been i.ub acted in the Nature of trading to 
France end Handers, in Wines, Brandies, See He 
join’d with his Brother, a Captain of a Yeflel or 
Sloop, in fetching tnoie Commodities from t^ofe 
Places, and commonly paid the King’s Cuftom for 
them. Ti is Way of Idle was very rgreeable to 
him ; but having a thong and \io. ! cn: Inclination to 
arrive at great Kici.c* and Splendour, on a fudden, 
he left the uncertain Way of deulirg at Sea, to deal 
in the South- Sea, and tue Bubbles; from which he 
had recourfe to Bubbling in another Way, as fome 
others befides have done, in which vicious Courfes 
he had Succefs for a confiderable Time. 

He was now twenty four. HP frit Expedition 
was to Hounfovj-Heath, where he hopp'd a Coach, 
and eas'd the Paflengers of about eleven Pounds. 
With this Booty he returned fr.fe to London, and re- 
pairing immediately to the King's- Plead at Temple- 
Bur, l»e threw it all off. Thus he wen: cu a pretty 
while by himfelf, lofmg at Play v.hnt he had got up- 
on the Road : But finding fome Didiculties in rob- 
bing alone, he chofe for his Companions Ryley , 
Com/nerfmd, Reeves, and Leonard, an Irijh Captain. 
With thefc he committed feveral P*ohber:es on 
Hrt n/hiv and Bay /hot Heaths . But tho' he fome- 
times acquired ccafid err. ole Prizes by fuch Means, 
they did aim but little Service ; for lie Hill had fuch 
an [tchirg to Gaming, that he could never forbear 
'till he hau lott the l..tt Penny ; fo that he was often 
put to the pitiful ttdft or' bJking an Ordinary for a 
Dinner. 

Having follow’d this Courfe abcu: two Years Leo- 
nard was made a State Priilmer, for being concerned 
in the Pre/Ion Rebellion ; and Havkias arJ one IHcld- 
rid-e, for attempting to refeue him, were aporehf.i d- 
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ed by the King’s Meflengers, but in a fhort Time 
they were both difeharged. A few Days after this 
Commerford , Reeves, and Ryley, were feized at Guii- 
ford. llavekins had been with diem, but could not 
get a Horfe. The two former were executed, and 
Ryley tranfported, and the Government took Care 
of Leonard . 

Havehins now engaged with a new Gang, among 
which was one Pocock, who being apprehended, im- 
peach d all tne red : This quickly difpers’d them, 
and one Ralph fan, to whom they had encrutted moil 
of their Stock, went ott with it to Holland. By 
which Means Hawkins was left without Money or 
Companions, for they had all fonaken the Town, 
except his Brother Will and James Wright. Will 
was taken on Pocock' s Information, and IHright was 
in a Salivation. Hawkins himfelf fkulk’d about 
Town, not daring to appear but in fuen Houfes as 
he could confide in, one of which IHilpn , who was 
Evidence againft him at his 7 rial, frequented. They 
foon became as familiar as ever, and behevin^ Wil- 
fen would not betray him for the lake of the Re- 
ward, Have kins told him every Thing that we have 
related concerning him and his Companions, and o- 
ther Pufiages that are omitted: As that he was 
prefent when Colonel F/oyer flint IVoldridge, and that 
he himfelf fhot General Evans's Footman, which 
he laid happened thus. He flopp’d tne General and 
another Gentleman in a Coach ; the General and the 
Gentleman both fired at him, upon which he fhot 
directly into the Coach, but milt them and killed 
the Servant who was behind it. 

Hawkins often lamented this Misfortune, and 
when lie fell into Company with a Clergyman, 
would always be afking fome cafuiftical Queirions on 
Caf&s parallel to his own ; but tho’ he fancied this 
was no Murder becaufe he had no Defigu a^ainll 
the Deceas’d, yet he was always cold, that the De- 
fign againfl the Matter made the Perfon as Guilty, 
as if it had been intended againfl the Man who 
was killed. 

Wilfon took fo much Fleafure in hearing Hawkins 
relate l.is Pranks and Robberies, that he grew \ery 
fond of his Company. IHright being now recover'd, 
hz and Hawkins fell to their old Sport, and when 
they came home at Night, IHHJon ufed to drink 
with them. Their firtt Robbery after this Re-uni- 
on was in Richmond Lane , upon tne Earl of Bur- 
lington and the Lord Brace, trom whom they took 
twenty Pounds, two gold Watches, and a faphire 
Ring, for which his Lardihip ofFered io o /. to Jona- 
than Wild. Hawkins pretended ne fold it for fix 
Pounds, and poor IHright thought that a good Price, 
and gladly accepted of three Pounds for his Snack, 
t.xO’ Hazvkir.s then had the Ring in his own PofleftiC!., 
and afterwards fold it in Holland for forty Pounds 
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James Wright was born of honeft Parents, and 
bred a Birber. He was one of the belt Temper, and 
greateil Fidelity to his Companions, that ever was 
known of a Highwayman. How his Acquaintance 
begun with Hawkins is uncertain, but they two for 
about a Month after Wright' s Salivation, went on 
very profperoufly together, before ITilfon engaged 
with them. 

About this Time a good natur’d Countryman lent 
// ilj on ten Pounds^ who had been Itarving /or fome 
Weeks ; notwithftanding which, he made nil the 
Halle he could to the Tables and loft it every Far- 
thirg. From the Table he went to Hawkins and 
Wright , and having drank freely, Hawkins began to 
talk about robbing, but faid a third Man was neeef- 
fary, and afk’d Wilfon if hedurft take a Piftol. Wil- 
fon anfwered, 2 A, as well as any Mart , for the 
want of Money has made me ready for ar.y Thing 
He, who was always glad of new Companions, prof, 
fered very kindly to get a Horfe againft next Night, 
They agreed, and fo went to Bed. 

Hawkins was as good as his Word, and in the 
Evening they fat to drinking again. At a proper 
Hour Hawkins told us all was ready ; and fo they 
mounted about Ten a Clock, and fcon after robbed 
Sir David Dalrymple near Winfanley's Water- 
Works: They put on upon flopping the Coach, to 
try how capable he was of becoming a Man of Bufi- 
nefs. And he perform’d fo well, that Hawkins ne- 
ver after cared to part with him. 

They took from Sir David about three Pounds 
in Money, a Snuff* Box, and a Pocket Book, for 
which lafl, Sir David offer’d flxty Pounds to Wild ; 
but they return’d it by a Porter, gratis; for they 
had no dealings with IHId, nor did he know either 
of them. 

The next Coach they robbed was Mr. Hide's of 
Hackney ; they took from him ten Pounds and a 
Watch ; but mifs’d three hundred Pounds in Bank 
Notet. They feldom fail’d of committing two or 
three Robberies in a Week, for a Month together. 
They fcarce ever went above five Miles out of 
Town, and when they returned to it again, they 
attack’d the Coaches in Chancery-Lane , another in 
Lincolns-lnn Fields , and in going off /tumbled upon 
my Lord Weflmoreland , who had three Footmen 
behind his Coach. They had fome Difficulty in 
•robbing his Lordfhip, for the Watch pour’d in up. 
on them ; but at hearing a Piflol fir’d over their 
Heads, they retired as fail, and gave them an Op- 
portunity of efcaping. 

Will Hawkins , the Brother of John, and Wright , 
were foou afrer both Prifoners, Hawkins could not 
impeach any Body, becaufe he was impeached him- 
felf. fVrigbt indeed might hare taken that Advan- 
tage to have faved his own Life ; but he told Jack 
Hawkins's Wife that he would hurt no Body, and 
much lefs her Hufband, becaufe of hris Children. 
How well this Generofity was returned will appear 
hereafter. Hawkins and Wilfon, to conceal them- 
felves, went to Oxford, and /laid there a Month ; 
in which Time Hawkins defac’d fome Pictures in 
the Gallery over the Bodleian Library. r I lie Uni- 
verfity offered a hundred Pounds to any that would 
difeover the Perfon who did it ; and a poor Taylor, 
who had diftinguifhed himfelf for a Whig, was ta- 
ken up and imprifon’d on Sufpicion, and natrowly 
efca.ped a Whipping. 

The Sdfions at the Old-Bailey being ended, Haw- 
kins was difeharged, and Wright teferved for King- 
fon Affixes. The two Brothers then went to Hol- 
land with all IF right's Goods to jthe Value of fifty 
Pounds, and left him flarying in Jail. 
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About the end of OTzober they -both returned to 
London, where Wilfon joined v/ith them, ami the/ I 
went on together ’till Chrifntas ; when Wilfon be- I 
came of age, and was in Pofllifion of n fmail EiUe 
his Father left him, which he ibid for thsce hum. 
died and fifty Pounds. But lie loon loft it all ;l t 
play, except what he lent to Jack and Will to buy' 
Horles. 7 

One Night Hawkins and Wilfon took a Ride to 
Hamfjlead , and being eiev.ued with Wine, leioived, I 
as tney leturned, to rob the firfl Coach they met. \[ 
happened that about a hundred Yards on tin's fide f/V- 
Lane, they met a Chariot with two Gentlemen m It. I] 
As loon as they pafs’d them they muliled up with 
Cape and Handkerchief, and oveitook ’em at me End 
of Fig Lane. The Coachman Hope at the firfl Word ■ 
and down went the Salhes, Wily on on one fide, and 
Hawkins on the other. The Gentlemen fired' both 
at once. One of them lodg’d tinee Slugs in Hawkins' s 
Shoulder, but trie other mill Wilfon, nad tney ('offer- 
ed them to come nearer they might have Ihatteied 
them to pieces. However our H'ghwnymen thought I 
it beft to move off, to prevent Murder on both fides. 1 

This Action was follow’d with fuen bad Weather* 1 
that they could do nothing ; and when fair Wea- 
ther came, their Horles Heads were fo fwelPd that 
they could not get ’em out of the Stable, and fo ! K 
they agreed to rob on Foot in Hide Park. The firfl 
Coach they attempted there was Mr. Green the Brew- 1 
er’s but the Coachman whipt his Horfes and left them. 
However Wilfon fhot one oi his Horfes, and endea- f 
vouring to fire again fhot him lelf thro’ the Hand, 1 
which made his retreat very difficult having the Wall 1 * 
to get over. ( 

Being thus difabled Wilfon had Leifure to rcfk& 1 
on his deplorable Condition, and was convinced that 2 
Venganee would one Day overtake him, and fueh a \ 
Co uric of Life be fin ifh’d with Scandal at Tyburn ! '' 

Thefe Refledions brought him to a Refolution ol 
leaving the Town, purfuant to which he borrow'd 1 
Money of a Friend, took a Horfe out of the Stable ,n 
and fet forward for Torkfhire , Fib. i. 1721. R 

Thus prepared for an hosed Liie airived at Whit- Ir 
by, where in a few Days he tell into Id's Mother’s Bu- I 
hnefs, and followed it diligently ’till the fuCeeeding 
Jugufl , W'hen one day being lent for to a Pnbbck- 1 
Houle, to his great Surprize, he found hi? old friend y 
John Hawkins, and a new Companion George Simp* 
Jon. After the uiual Salutations, Hawkins told I L 
H'iljon that as he had been like other Men, he 
was now as liable to fuffer as any Body ; for- his 
Brother Will hnd impeached him and all the reft I p* 
of his Companions, and he fhould be fetch’d away I 
in a few Days. This ftartled Wilfon fo much, that ^ 
he agreed to go with them. So they ail bought \ K 
Horfe?, and came to London. Then IFilfon found r 
that Hawkins had deceived, me, for I was not im- i !f 
peach’d nor was his Brother in Cuftody. 

George Simpfon was ^bout twenty eight Years of 
Age when he died. He was born at Putney in l 1 ' 
Surrey, and brought up at Cow re in Lincolnjhire. 

He had no Education, and but poor natural Parts : 

He was never capable of deiigmng ; but when any 
thing was contrived for him, no one was more 
jpeeily or bold in the Execution ; for he was e- 
qually brifl: and flout. He hnd been Bailiff of a 
Hundred i \\ Lincolnshire ; but for foine Mi (demean- 
or, flying the Country , he came to London, and 
ferved the Lord Cafilemaitt and ocher Gentlemen 
in quality of a Footman. But difeontemed with 
that condition of Life, and becoming acquainted 
with Jack Hawkins he commenced Collector on 
the Highway. 


However 
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However it was not long before Hawkins was in 
c.imcft taken by the Servants of Sir Edward Law- 
r ci \ whom he and Under Fox had robbed in the 
Ha tington Coach. imi impeached every Body 
th.tnad beers concerned with him, tho’ none but 
For and Wright were apprehended. U 'right was 
acquitted at Ki'r^flon the Summer Aflizes before ; 
and having obtain’d his Liberty, fell into an honeft 
Employment, which he follow’d til! W/'w im- 
pe ched him He was convfolej of a S icet-Rob- 
berv, done :ib nit two Years before, ;.nd hanged. 
And thus was poor U 'right's Genenfity repaid. He 
faved Hawkins to be har.g’c! himfclf. 

Butler Fox was n Porter in Milk-jlreet . He had a 
Wife nrd three Children His Acquaintance with 
Will Hawkins begin at Carter's Houle by Londvi- 
pfall, a Neil for H'ghwaymen. Hawkins impeach’d 
him of robbing Colonel Hamilton , and at the Trial 
fwore, that him: elf and Fax committed that Robbery, 
tho’ neither of them was concerned in it ; for it was 
done by Jttck Hawkins and George Simpfon , and no 
other Perl on ; and they, the fame Night, informed 
}} 'id of all th* Particulars. This I had from 'Jack 
himfclf, w ho own’d he had often exclaim’d againft 
Will for fwearing Fox into this Robbery. 

All tliis Time the re fb of the Gang play’d lead in 
Sight ; their nvft convenient Houfe was by London- 
Wall The L ndJord kne v all their Circumlbnces, 
and found his Account in that Knowledge ; for they 
ft-Liom committed a Robbery, but he had his Snack 
bv way of Reckoning. As he kept a L ; vcry- Stable, 
they had an Opportunity of riding out at all Hours, 
fo that they hurrah’d mod of the Morning Stage- 
Coaches in England. One Morning they robb’d the 
JVorcefter , the Glocefter, the Cirencejler , the Brijlol, 
and the Oxford Coaches all together. Next Morn- 
ing the Chtchefter and lpfwicb , and the third Morn- 
ing the Portfmauth Coach. They were conftant Cuf- 
Joiners to the Bury Coach ; and couch’d it no lefs 
than ten Times. And (or any of thefe they feldom 
rode firther chan the Scones End. When they met 
with any Portmanteaus, they carried them to Carter , 
and runiac-’J ’em 

Their Evening Enterprizes were commonly be- 
tween Richmond, Hacknev, Harnpjhad ', or Bow, aud 
London ; and often behind Buckingham IV all. They 
committed innumerable Robberies with great Snccefs, 
and might perhaps, have continued much longer if 
thev had not meddled with the Mails. 

One Time as they '-ere making up to the Poitf 
mouth Coach, a Gentleman upon it fired at them, 
before they (poke to the Coachman ; for their pnf- 
fjng the Coacii and immediately returning, was a plain 
Indication ot what they aimed at. They were treat- 
ed in the like Manner in attempting a mourning 
Coach, but with vvorfe Luck ; for Hi If on % Horie 
received a Wound, of which he died. One Thing 
was remarkable eno* gh, and that was their meeting 
M r. G: eat and his Lady behind Buckingham Wall , 
and robbing them ; becaufc when they once before 
attacked the fame Coach, and being on Foot the 
Coachman drove away, upon which Wilfon told him 
they fhculd h ive the Luck to meet him again, when 
they were mounted. 

1 hus ti-ey went on till the Beginning of April, 
i-::, when they began to talk of robbing the Mails. 
T ms Delign was foil concerted with their Landlord 
Carter. He propos’d to begin with the Harwich 
Mail, but that being as uncertain as the Wind, they 
could nor agree to wait for it. At lalt, they pitch- 
ed upon the Brijlol Mail, and prepared every Thing 
lor that Purpofe. 

Oo Sunday, April the ijth, they fet out, and 
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next Morning they took the M.il; and ag in on 
H ed/teflav Morning. They robbed it the fecond 
"Lime, to get the H.Jves of fome Bank Notes, the 
other Halves of w hich, they had taken the firft Time. 

On Monday, April the 23d, Wilfon went after 
Dinner to fee his Horfe in Fenchurch f.reet ; and 
from thence to Carter' s, w here he found two tr three 
Men, whole Looks made him withdrwv abrupilv to 

More gate Coffee Houfe. There he fell into 

a Sett of Comp ny, among whom was one who ap- 
peared to be a jjuaker, and tola him there was great 
Enquiry made a.’ter the Robbers of the Brijlol Mail, 
and that fome weie even then fearching for them in 
the Neighbourhood. This confirming Wilfon $ Suf- 
picion, ne paid for his Gill, left the Coffee* Houfe, 
and took a turn in Bedlam ; where he determined 
in his Mind to take a Puflage that Night for New - 
cafle. 

With this Refolution he went towards More gate 
CofFee-Houfo again, and in his Way, met the Per- 
sons lie had feen at Cartels. As foon as he pall ’em, 
they turned about and followed him, tho’ not fo 
clofely but he got into the Coffee Houfe unperceived 
by them ; for they went thro’ Moregate Arch. He 
then went out at the Fore Door, where they Hood 
watching in the Street ; and as foon as they faw him, 
they feized him. They carried him to the Pofl- 
Offce , where he was examined by the Poft-Malter 
General, who could make nothing of him th .t Nighr. 
Next Morning he was carried before him again, four 
or five Times to as little Purpofe, tho’ Mr. Carteret 
ufed the moll prevailing Arguments to procure a Dif* 
covery. All the Pofl-Officers, in fhort, were very 
prefling to no Purpofe ; till one of them called Wil- 
fon afide, and fhewed him the following Letter. 

SIR, 

I AM one of thofe Perfons who robbed the Mails , 
which 1 am forry for ; and to make amends , 1 will 
jecure my two Companions , as foots as max be. He 
wboje Hand this Jhall appear to be, will , l hope, be 
entitled to the Reward and his Pardon. 

U ilfoti knew this to be Simpfon s Letter, ar.d fo 
prdently made a Difcovery ; whereupon Hawkins 
and Simpfon were apprehended on the Tlurfday fol- 
lowing. 

At their Trial Hawkins pray’d the Court that all 
the King’s Witnefles might be examin’d a-p.ut, 
which the Court granted. 

Thomas Green, the Poftboy, depos’d thus. On 
Monday the 1 6th of April , about one in the Morn- 
ing, as I was riding by the Pyde-Ihrje at Sleuth , and 
blowing my Horn, I was overtaken by James 
Ladbrook , who was travelling the fame Way. We 
rode in Company to Langley- Bro^m, where a Man 
on a Chefnut Horie made up to U3, and went oft* a- 
gaiu. We rode thro’ Cchbrook, and then perceived 
that two Men follow’d us at a Djftance ; and on this 
fide Longford they came up to us, with Handker- 
chiefs in their Mouths, and their Wigs and Hats pul- 
led forward over their Faces. The foremoft 0/ them 
was on a Chefnut Horfe. He held a Piftol to my 
Head, and fa id, leu mitfl go along with me ; and 
then taking hold of my Ilcrfc’s Bridle he led me 
down a narrow' Lane, and the other Man brought 
Ladbrook after me in the fame manner. Then they 
making us both difmount, he on th* Chefnut Horfe 
(aid to me. Are you the Lad that fwore againft 
Chi'd ? No, I faid, I have betn Pojl-Boyb ut a very 
little while. Have you ever been rob'd yet fays he, 
No, fays I. Why then, fays he, you mufi fay Beve- 
rage now, for God damn my Blood ar.d Oun.s ITI /y 
revenged upon f melody for pen Child’s fake . Then 

hr 
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he cut L .JbioJt* Hoifc’s Bridle, and earned him n- 
tjj’it, and Unit being done, he went- eff with ti.c 
Eir.cic Gelding 1 rode upon. As foon ns he was gone, 
the other Mail tied our Hands behind u.% bound us 
B.ck to Bach, and Jo f aliened us to a Tree in a Ditch. 
Then ne allied Ladbrook what Money he had about 
h; in. Ladl rook t old him he had about 3 s. 6 d. He 
fearcueu LadbroJPs Pocket, and finding no more, he 
ctJ not tal:e that nor any Thing eiie irom him, but 
left m bound, and went after his Companions. Lad - 
bro.k:u)d I, with a great deal ofltrugglmg, get Jiom 
tae ’i ree, but could not get from one another: And 
io tv’d Mck to Bach, we went to an Inn in Long- 
ford, Torn whence the Holder e..rr.e with us, and 
we went down the Lane together, and' there we 
found t .0 Gelding 1 ole, and the E..gs cut open. It 
was preuv dark, 1*0 that I cannot iwcar to tueir Per- 
lbns c:r tr.Hr Hones, only I could perceive that one 
was a Cat I net Hone. 

femes Ladbrook confirmed all the Poll- boy’s Evi- 
dence. 

Ralph inifon. I have known John Hawkins thefc 
two Years, bat was not acquainted with Simp fon till 
Auytj} lair. We had often eonJuked together about 
robbing fome lYHil, but did not agree upon what 
i\l A, nh fve Da\ s before the Fu& was committed, 
and tv.cu we refulved it thouid be the Brijiol Mail. 
PuAuant to tnis Rdolurion, about 1 1 o’clock on 
Sunday Morning, the 15th of April, we all three 
took Hor.e at Blue- Boar- Inn in Southwark ; 
Hawkins on a tall Bay, or Brown Gelding ; Simp- 
fin on a Ci.efau: or Sorrel Mare ; and I on a d. pple 
Grey. We eroded the Water at Kew Ferry , dined 
.• t tuc Three Fidgeons ill Brentford, llaid there till 
Six i*i tae Evening, called at the Po.Lhoufe at Houn- 
Hiv, and loitered on the Rond t.ll we cime to the 
p ( ffhoufe at C\H r^ (\ vvl cte we jupped on Horie- 
b: v ck ; we ^nqnnrd c A t..c Hauler w^at 'I ime the 
Brijiol hl..:l would co r,c by, and l.e told us brt^een 
one and two o’Ckck in the Morning. We went 
thence and ci.rne to Langhy Broom about Midnight, 
where we agreed to diiputch Simpfon alone to meet 
the Mail. He went, and we loitered about, wait- 
jner for his Return : And about one o’Clock wc law 
the Pod boy and a Traveller uit.i him, and Simpfon 
following them. Then we met Simpfon , and held a 
freih Consultation, in which at lalt it was agreed, 
th .t he and I IhouLl follow the Mail, and that Haw- 
Lins foould watch at a Difhrcc, becaufe he being 
pretty bulky, would be more remarkable. Then 
Hawkins and I changed Horfc c , and I and Simpfon 
followed the Boy and Traveller through Colebrook ; 
and on this Side of Longford we rode up to them, and 
taking hold cf tneir Horlcs Bridles, led them down 
Ha rmonfwortb- Lane, where we niade them difmount. 
i left S:mt>fm to bind them, and took the Boy’s Geld* 
jng and IV].. d to ti.e End of the Lane, where I found 
Hawkins waiting, raid in a little I ime Simpfon came 
to us. We all rifled the B<g , and carried ieveral of 
them to Hounflow-Heutb, where we feleCled thofe of 
Bath and Brjjlol, and left the red. Thence we rode 
thro’ Kingfon and IVandfworth, and going down a 
bye RouG v *' e Searched the Bags, took out what we 
thought lit,, moil of which we put in two riding Bags, 
and tne rell into our Pockets, and what we thought 
would be of no Service to u>, we put into tfce Brijiol 
and Bath B gs again, and fo tnrew them over a 
IlecMe. 'Then taking our Way thro’ Camberwell , 
we came along Greenwich Road, to the Hand- Inn in 
Burnaby- jireet, between Five and Six on Monday 
Morning. 1 nere we put up our Horlcs, and drank 
a Pint of burnt Wine, and after fome Time took 
Coi.eh, and drove to the Minor ies ; where to avoid 
Sufpicion, we parted, and went by different Ways to 
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Frank Great * at (he C,:L and George in the I Gnoricr. 
\Vc went n.to a Re .n by ourfeiw*. nr.d to t:d:c c ft* 
all Mifirufi, \.j edied for a Candle, Wax, Paper, 
Pen and Ink, and men locking t!:e Dour wc e.\ .mi- 
ned our Prize. Wc icier vea only the B-.nk Nc;cv, 
and burnt ail the other Notes and the Letters wka 
tiie Candcl which ne let in the CLkmey ; we found 
three 20 1 . Bank Notes, one of 27 1 . J : !, of a 50 1 . 
rnd two halves of 25 1. each, wc equ. 1 y di- 

vided. 1 was appiehended on the Monday tulle w- 
ir.g, and made this fame Confeffion before Mr, Car- 
teret, tiie Fell Mailer-General, and by my Direc- 
tions the Prifoneis were taken at Mrs. Bowen's (.1 
Midwile) in Green- Arbour-Court , in the Little-Old- 
Bailey . 

The Hoillers at the feveral Ir.ns where they had • 
been, confirmed almoil all the Cneumflanccs of ,77/- 
fin s Dcpofition. 

Richard Room, Conflnble. I went with Richard 
Mills and others, to apprehend the Prifoners at a 
Midwife’s Houfe in Green- Arbour-Court, in the Lit- 
tle Old-Bailey, between Eight and Nine at Night. 
A Woman came to the Door, and afked what we 
wanted ? We bid her not be frighted, but light a 
Candle, for we were come to fearen for llolen Goods. 
The Prifoncrs, who were above, overheard u% e; !- 
led out and fa id, we are the Men 1 on wart, but 

C-~—d d ft ye, the firf that comes up is a dead 

Man . We told them we were provided for them, 

‘ let them fire as loon as they would. Then Hawkins's 
Brother came down foremoll, and perfuaded them to 
fur render quietly. I told them we were come upon 
If iljcns Inlormation. Are yon fo, lays tl e Prifcner 
Hawkins, why then we are dead Men ; but we had 
rather lofe our Li ves, than fa we them in fitch a baje 
and infamous a Manner as that VtAain \» ilfjn has 
faved Lis . 

Richard Mills depofed the fame in Subftincc. TL: 
Prifoneis then brought feveral Evidences to vindicate 
their Charudlers ; one of which g:ive the Court lome 
Trouble, on Account of a Receipt which he produ- 
ced ; the v\Jiole Affair is too long to be rehtaried. 
In fine, at tiie fecond going out, the Jury brought 
them in Guilty. 

The V erdict being recorded, Hawkins expreffed 
himfelf to thu Puipoie. 1 am altogether innocent of 
this Robbery ; though I don't blame my Countrymen 
for their Verdict ; for their Intentions were honoura- 
ble, but they were over- ruled by a partial Jud be* I 
have been ill dealt by: My Friend has been Brow- 
beat, and hardly fujjered to J peak . I expeSi to die , 
hut yet I would not change Conditions with the Villain 
that has fawed Lis own Life , by /wearing away mine: 
For I prefer Death to a Life Jawed in j'ucb an infa- 
mous Manner. My Blood lies upon his Head, and upon 

fome others . I hope your LordJrAp is not cottcemed 

in it. 

When they were conveyed to Execution, not be- 
ing allowed the Privilege of a Coach, they appeared 
in the Carts with uncommon Tokens 0! Repenrt.nee, 
Icarceevcr railing their Eyes from their Books to re- 
gard the Crowds about them, nor tajrying to drink 
Quantities of Liquor, as is ufually done. 

Being eoine to the Place of Execution, Hawkin', 
in fome Confufion, was turned eff, and died with 
prodigous Difficulty and Struggling, contrary to his 
Friend, who was more compoleu before he died, and 
moreeafily loll his Breath. 

The fame Day their Bodies were carried to Hour: - 
fow-Heath, and there hanged in Irons on a Gib- 
bet ereCted for that Purpoie, not lar from that on 
which Benjamin Child was hanged 111 the lame Man- 
ner. 

He was conviftedat Ailcfbury Affize?, on the Evi- 
dence 
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dene? of his Man William Wade and the Pad Bov) 
for robbing Hie Briftol Mail. On Monday the Eighth 
of March , 1722, he was carried out on Horfe- 
bade from Ailcsbury Goal, to the Lear at Slough, 


where he lay that Night, and about Ten next 
Day was carried in a Coach 'to the Place of Execu- 
tion. 


The LIVES of WILL OGDEN mi 
TOM REYNOLDS. 


T H E firft of thefe Villains was born in Wall- 
Nut -Tree- Alley , in Tooley-freet , in South- 
wark, being a Waterman by his Calling ; 
and the other was born in Crefs- Key -Alley, in Bar- 
naby-Jlrect, being Apprentice to a Dung Barge-Man, 
* living between Vaux Hall and the Nine Elms ; but 
running away from his Mailer before he had ferved 
his Time, and taking ill Courfe* with Ogden, they 
fird robbed ieveral Ships, Hoys, and other Veffels 
below Bridge, for above two Years ; when being 
very like to have been once apprehended for this 
fort of Thfcft, they left it off, and took to Houfe- 
breaking. 

Several Houfes they had broke open and robb'd 
in and about the Borough of Southwark. But at 
laft being apprehandsd for breaking open a Watch- 
maker's Shop in the City of London , and dealing 
thence twenty fix Watches, in Company ofanother 
Rogue, who made himfelf an Evidence againd 
them, they were committed to Newgate, and con- 
demned ; however, they both had the good Fortune 
to be reprieved, and in Auguft 1713, pleaded her 
Majedy’s mod gracious Pardon, after which they ob- 
tained their Liberty. 

Neverthelefs, thefe hardened Rogues not making 
good Ufe of that Mercy which they had received, they 
turned Foot-pads ; and one of them, namely Ogden , 
meeting one Night, when the Moon was up, with a 
Parfon who lived at Peckham , pretending to be a 
Seaman, out of all Bufinefs, and in great Didrefs, 
he humbly begg’d an Alms of him ; whereupon the 
Parfon taking Compnffion on the difmal Story which 
he told him of his extream Poverty, he gave him 
Six-pence, and fo they parted. The Parfon had not 
gone above the length of a Field before Ogden met 
him again, going over a Stile, and begging his Cha- 
rity again, quoth the Gentleman, You are the mojl 
impudent Beggar that ever 1 tnet with. Ogden then 
telling him that lie way in very great Want, and that 
the Six pence which he gave him would not relieve 
his prefling Ncceilities, he gave him half a Crown j 
whereupon Ogden faying, Thefe are very fad Times , 
for there's horrid robbing abroad ; therefore if you 
have any Money about you, you may as well let me 
have it as another , who perhaps may abuje you , 
and binding you Hand and Foot , ?nake you lie in the 
Cold all Night ; but if you'll give ?ne your Money , 
Til take Care of you , and conduct you very fafe 
Home . 

The Parfon then gave him all his Money, which 
was about forty Shillings. Quoth Ogden , I fee you 
have a Watch , Sir, you may as will let me have 
thn* too . The Parfon gave him that alfo ; and as 
9 S 


they were trudging along, out came two or three 
Fellows upon them, to whom Ogden crying, The 
Moon Jhtnes bright , they let them pafs quietly ; and 
diortly after two or three other Fellows came fudden- 
t ly on to whom Ogden crying again The M$on Jhines 
bright , they alfo permitted them to pafs by. At lad 
Ogden brought the Parfon to hts Door, where the 
Parfon invited him to walk in, with a Promife that 
he would not hurt a Hair of his Head on any Ac- 
count ; but 0 & den refufing the Parfon’s Proffer, he 
called for a Bottle of Wine, and drinking to Ogden 
to whom he gave the Bottle and Glafs to help him- 
felf, he ran away with them, faying, he would carry 
the Wine to them that fhould certainly drink his 
Health. 

Not long after this Civility fhevved the Parfon, 
Ogden and Reynolds one Evening meeting with Beau 
Medlicote , walking near Mary bone, they command- 
ed him to fland and deliver. He made fome Refu- 
el at fird, pretending as if he would defend himfelf 
by his Sword: but prefenting their Piflols at him. 
and knowing how a Gentleman had once caned him 
for making ‘Love to his Wife, quoth they, ifyou do 
not prefemly deliver your Money we fhall ferve you 
worfe than Sir Robert Atkins did; whereupon 
fearching his Pockets, and finding therein two half 
Crowns, one of which was Brafs, they mod grievouf- 
ly thralhed the Spark for carrying bad Money about 
him. 

Another Time Ogden and Reynolds in Company 
with one John Bradjhaw , who was Grandfon of that 
infamous Villain, Serjeant Bradjhaw , who paffed 
Sentence on King Charles the Fird to be beheaded 
watching for a Prey in a Wood near Shooter's- Hill, 
in Kent, one Cecilia Fowley, a Servant Wench, juil 
come out of Service, happening then to be palling 
by with a Box on her Head, Jack Bradjhaw went 
up to her by himfelf, being, as he thought, fufficient 
enough to deal with her, and taking her Box from 
her, in which was her Cloaths and fifteen Shillings 
in Money, which fhe had received for a Quarter’s 
Wages, whild he was rifling of it, after he had broke 
it open, a Hammer being therein, fhe takes it up, 
and driking him on the left Temple with it, the 
Blow felled him to the Ground on his Back : She 
then feeonded it with the Claw of the Hammer, by 
driking it into his Windpipe, of which Wound’ihe 
Rogue inflantly died. 

in a very fhort Time a Gentleman riding by, to 
whom fhe told the Story, he made up to the deceaf 
ed, in whole Pockets he found eighty Guineas, and 
a Whiffle, with which v/hiilling, Ogden and Rey- 
nolds came prefemly running out of the Wood ; but 
5 per 
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Reiving it to be a wrong Perfow that whiffled, 
they ns nimbly ran into the Wood ugiin. Then the 
Gentleman carried the Maid before a 1 VJ igiffrate, 
where he was bound for her Appearance at tiie Affi- 
xes held at Rochejlcr, in March 1714, wnen Ihe 
came there to take her Trial, and was acquitted. 

Once Oidcn and Reynolds , meeting a Tallyman 
near Camberwell, very well noted for his dealing 
with moil of the poor People in the Pariih of St. 
Giles' s in the Fields, efpecully H twicer*, whom he 
lay with frit, and fent next to the Marfhalfea, 
they commanded him to Hand and deliver; he us’d 
many Exportations with them, hoping they would 
have Pity on a poor Man, who took a great deal of 
Pains for his Bread. Quoth Ogden , thou Spawn of 
Hell / have Pity on thee ? No Sirrah, I Avow thee 
too well , and would almof as foon be kind to a 
Bailiff, or an informing Conflable, A Tallyman 
and a Rogue are Synonimous , or at leaf convertible 
Terms. Every Friday you fet up a Tenter in the 
Marfhalfea- Court, upon which you rack and f retch 
poor Prifoncrs tike Englifh Broad-Cloth, beyond 
the Staple of the Wool, till the Threads crack, and 
that caufes them with the leaf l Pet to /brink, and 
prefently wear bear. Money is fo much thy Darling 
that for this you would fall down and worjbip the 
Image of a Hero, nay of a Devil, rather than 
want the ftngle Penny that bears it, yet you pretend 
to Honefy ; but again, I fay, that you, and all 
your Calling, are worfe Rogues then ever were 
hanged at Tyburn. So taking from him a fil’ver 
Watch, two gold Rings, and twenty eight Shillings, 
they then Gripped him, and binding him Hand and 
Foot, left him under a Hedge to fhift for himfelf. 

Thefe Criminals were great Cronies of one Thomas 
Jones , a ViduaJler’s Son at Deptford, and John 
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Richardfon ; the former of whom was Butler, and I 
the other Footman, to an Efquire living at Eltham. 
Thefe Fellows one Day robbing a Gentleman on 
Black Heath, and leaving him there bound Hand , 
and Foot, their Mailer, within fome few Hours after, 
riding by the fame Place, where he faw the Gentle- 
man bound, he ordered him to be loos’d, and taking 
him into his Coach, brought him to his Houfe ; 
where rcfrefhing him with a Glafs of Wine, the 
Butler had no fooner filled it out, whom he knew 
again, but he charged him with the Robbery. This 
furprifing the Efquire, he could fcarce believe it, I 
till he deferibed what Horfe he rode on, and the 
other Horfe and Perfon on him, which proved .to 
be one of his Footmen ; and they not denying the 
Fa 61 , they were carried before a Magiilrate, com- 
mitted to Maid/lone Gaol, and hanged at Roche fer 1 
on Friday the id of April, 1714. 

As for Ogden and Reynolds , pnrfuing thefe wick- 
ed Courfes, without any Fear of the Laws, either 
of God or Man, they were at tail apprehended for 
robbing one Simon Ha fey , and one John Boyout, 
comm ted to the Marfhalfea Prifon in Southwark ' 
and hanged, the hrft aged twenty five Years, the other 
twenty two, at Kingjlon upon Thames, on Saturday 
the 23d of April, 1714. 

Wliilfl they were under Sentence of Death, they 
attempted to break out of the Stock-Uoufe, in which 
they were confini’d at Kingfton ; and as they were 
riding to the Place of Execution, Ogden flung a 
Handful of Money out of the Cart to the People, lay- 
ing, Gentlemen here is poor l Pill's Farewel : And 
when he was turning off, lie gave two fuch extraor- 
dinary Jirks with his Legs, as was much admired by 
all the Spddators. 
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The LIFE 0/ ZACHARY CLARE. 


Z J ACH ART CLARE was a Baker’s Son, 
born at Hackney , and by his Father bred up 
A to his Trade i but becoming acquainted with 
Ned Bonnet, who learned him the Trade of robbing 
on the Highway, they praftifed it together with 
good Succels for three or four Years, in the Coun- 
tries of Hartford and Cambridge ; and became fuch 
a Terror to the People of the ifle of Ely , that they 
durll hardly ftir out far from home, unlefs they 
were half a Dozen, or half a Score in a Body to- 
gether ; but at length Clare being apprehended as 
robbing one Day by himfelf, to fave his own Neck, 
he made himfelf an Evidence againil Ntd Bonnet, 
who being apprehended, was committed to Newgate, 
from whence was convey’d to Cambridge , and there 
hanged as before related. 

One would think that untimely End of his Compa- 
nion, would have reclaimed him, but iullead of be- 
ing reformed, he withdrew himfelf again from un- 
der his Father's Tuition, and tool; to his old Courfes, 
with a Refolution of never leaving them ofF till he 
was hanged too. However, dreading a -Halter, he 
wasrd'olved to rob by Stratagem ; and accordingly 
one Afternoon riding over Bag foot Heath , he falls 
10 blowing of a [ lorn, juft as if he had been a Poll, 
whereupon three or four Gentlemen then on the 
Road gave him the Way, as is ufual in Inch Cafes, 
and being not rightly acquainted with the Place 
where they were, they made what Hafte they could 
Alter him for a Guide, proinifing to give him fome- 
what for conducing them to fuch a Town. Clare 
accepts of their Civility, and being come upon the 
Middle of the aforefaid Heath, wheie was a lone 
Houfe upon the Side of the Road, pretending tube 
Thirfty, he crav'd the Favour of the Gentlemen to 
bellow a little Drink upon him, withal faying there 
was a Cup of very good Liquor. They acquiefced 
to his Requell, and rid up to the Houfe, where a 
Couple of his Companions being planted, ready 
mounted, they attacked the Gentlemen at Sword and 
Piilol, with fuch Fury, that after a fhort Refiftance, 
they obliged them to pay their Poilman about two 
hundred and thirty Pounds for fafely conducing them 
into their Clutches. 

Shortly after this Adventure, being thro’ his Ex- 
travagance deftitute of a Horfe, Piilols, and Accou- 
trements, fitting for a Gentleman-Thief, he puts 
himfelf into the Difguife of a Porter, with an old 
Frock on ids Back. Leather Breeches, a broad Belt 
about his n/liudle, a hiving Hat cn his Head, a Knot 
on his Shoulder , a final 1 Coid (an Emblem of what 
would be h:s Fau) at his Side, ana a fham Ticket 
hanging at his Girdle ; fo going up and down the 
Streets to lee how Fortune might favour his De- 
igns, it v/as iik goo! Luck one Evening to go thro' 
Lombard ftreet , when a Gentleman was fealing up a 
couple of hundred Pound Bags. He takes the Ad- 


vantage to walk by juft as the aforefaid Gentleman 
came to the Door, where calling for a Porter, he 
p ies him, and the Money was delivered to him. to 
carry along with the Gentleman to one Elq; Mack- 
lethwaiPs living near Red- Lyon -Square. But Za- 
chary Clare , being tired of his Burden, turns up 
St. Martin's le Grand, and made the bell of his 
Way to lighten himlelf as foon as lie could of 
Ins Load. 

The Gentleman turning about and milling his 
fuppos'd Porter, ran up and down like a dill rafted 
Lunatick broke out of Bedlam, out of one Street 
into another ; in thi« Lane, and that Alley ; this 
Court and that Houfe ; crying out. Did you fee the 
Alan that's run away with ?ny two hundred Pounds f 
But all ins Scrutiny was to no Purpofe, for Zaeha/y 
having a hglu Pair of Heels, made, no doubt, wlut 
Haile lie could to fuch Quarters where he might have 
a fafe Retreat from Juftice. 

Clare being thus recruited, he foon metamorpho- 
fed his Porter’s Habit into that of a Gentleman’s ; 
and fiom a Man of Carriage, transform'd himfelf 
into an abfolute Highwayman again. One of his 
Conforts buys him a good Horfe in Wefi-Smithfidd , 
whilll another buys Piftols, and other Materials, 
lequiiite lor a Perfon that lives by the Words Stand 
and Deliver, Being thus equipped, lie bids London 
adieu for ever ; for it was the lull Time he cvrr law 
it. His Progrefsnow was towards the Well of Eng- 
land ; where he and Iris Aflbciates robbed the Welch 
Drovers, .and leveral Waggons, befides Coaches ; in- 
fomuch that they were a Dread and Terror to all 
thofe Parts which border upon IVales . 

But flaying there till the Country was too hot for 
them, they fleered their Cuurfe into IVarvoickJhtre ; 
where they committed fcveral Robberies, with very 
good Succefs ; till one Day Zachary Clare , and on- 
ly one more in ‘Company with' "him, going 
their Horfes a Breathing upon Dunmorc-Heath , they 
attacked Sir Humphry Jennifon and his Lady in their 
Coach, who had then above one thoufand one hun- 
dred Pounds in the Seat of it, and the Knight being 
unwilling to lofe it, he came out to give them Eat- 
tle. An Engagement began betwixt the Highway- 
men and Sir Humphrey * one of whofe two Foot- 
men was wounded in the Arrn, and the other had 
his Horfe fhot in the Buttock. But flill Sir Hum- 
phrey'^ Courage was not quell'd ; he maintained the 
Fight more vigoroufly with what Piftols lie had , 
till the Coachman difeharging a Blunderbuls, /hot 
Zachary' $ Horfe dead on t tie Spot, and himfelf in 
the Foot. His Comrade feeing him dilmounteJ, 
and wounded into the Bargain, lie fled as fall as In: 
could. Glare was now taken, and Sir Humphrey 
mounting his Footman's Horfe, that was not wound 
cd, puriued James Lawrence, the Highwayman 
that had left Clare in the Lurch, and took him. 

Then 
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Then tying them behind one another, with the Legs 
of them under the Horfe’s Belly, they were brougnt 
into Warwick* and being examined before a Magi* 
tfrate he committed them to Gaol. 

Now being in clofe Confinement, they made fe- 
veral Attempts to break open the Prifon ; and in 
order thereto, they had Files, ChifTels, Rooes, and 
Aqua Forth , to facilitate their Efcape. But being 
detected by one of their Fellow Prifoners, they were 
loaded with the heavielt Irons the Gaol afforded, 
and were ftapled down to the Floor; under which 
flridl Reftraint they continued for above four Months, 
when the Aflizes coming on, they were both brought 
to a Trial, having a great Number of Indi&ments 
exhibited again!! them, to the great Surprize of the 
whole Court, who try’d them upon no lets than 
ten, of every one of which the Jury found them 
Guilty. 

Being afk’d what they had to fay for themfelves, 
before Sentence of Death was pall upon them accor- 
ding to Law, James Lawrence faid, He bad always 
been an unfortunate Son of a Whore ; however , if 
his Lord/hip would he pleas'd hut to be hanged for 
him, for one half Hour or fo , it Jhould be the lajl 
Favour that ever be Jhould afk of him any more . 
Being told he was a hardened impudent Rogue, 
Zachary Clare was afk’d what he had to fay for 
bimfelf, who anfwered. My Lord y I have hanged 
one Man already by fwearing to fave my f elf ; and 
to fave it once mtre> if your Lord/hip pleafes , I'll 
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fwear right or wrong , againjl the whole Jury y to 
hang then too ; for I vow they have done me the 
or eat Dijlindncfs that ever any Men did in my' 
‘ Li/e . 

Being condemned, they where remanded back to ( 
Gaol again, and fecur’d in a dark Dungeon under 
Ground ; where inftead of preparing for their lat- 
ter End, they did nothing but fing, fwear, play at 
Cards and get drunk from Morning till Night. 
So audacious were they, that a grave Miniflcr com- 
ing to give them good Counfel, they had the Im- 
pudence to throw a Pot of Drink in his Face, cry- 
ing out at the fame Time, Begone you old formal 
Son of Whore! Have we nothing elfe to do do you 
think , than ftand to he forfeited with your damned 
Cant ? They were no Jefs impudent when they 
were conveyed to the Place of Execution ; and 
when they were there, they would neither pray 
nor make ConfelTion. When the Sheriff atVd them 
if they had any Thing to fay before they were 
turn’d off, Lawrence^ reply’d, I w i/h I was fofe 
in Bed with your Wife now l and Clare cry’d, I 
wi/h l might have the getting of that young Wo- 
man's Maidenhead there ! 1 he Ladder upon this 

was immediately drawn from under them, and fo 
they miferably ended their Lives, in Auguft , 1715, 
the firft of them aged thirty two, and the other 
twenty fix Years. 
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An Account of SARAH M A L C O L M< 


F the following Paper it? needs only be 
f ltd, th.it it wks vvritttu by this unfortunate 
Pcrion with her own Hand in the Pre/s Ya>d 
i Newgate, on Tuefday the 6th of March , 173-2-3 
the Da) before her Suffering. She fpent the great- 
eft Part of the Day in writing it ; and when it was 
6ii:thed Hie read it over feverul Times ; being of 
ten admoniflied to be careful to write nothing but 
what was Truth. She then folded it up with her 
owu H..nds before the Rev. .Dr. Middleton , Le&ur- 
er of St. Bride s, and Rowland Ingrain, Efq; Keeper 
of his ALijelty’s Goal of Newgate , who both levi- 
ed it with their own Seals ; in which manner fhe de- 
livered it to the Rev. Mr. Piddington , with a defire 
that it raignt be published. 

After tile Execution was over, the Paper was 
Opened before the worlhipful the Sheriffs of London 
and Mid-ilefeXy Dr. Middleton , Mr. Peters, Air. 
Brouncker. aud Mr. Ingram ; and being lead, was 
again feaied up, and produced two Nights after, be- 
fore the Honourable the Mailers of the Bench of 
the Inner aud, Middle Temples, who read and returned 
it to the faid Reverend Peri’on in the manner where- 
in it afterwards appear'd to the World, figned with 
his Name. 


Marchy the 6 tb> 1 73 2 3. 

SIR, 

Y O IT cannot be, nor are not unfcnfible that 
Mere is a jail God, before whom we mull 
gi*e an e.ci£l Accnont of all our Actions, at the 
End cf oar Lives. 

So as my Life is at an End, and f mufl appear 
before the AT teeing Judge of Heaven and Earth, 
to give an Account of mine, fo I tike that great 
Judge to wunefa, that what I here declare is true. 

Jansuzry the 28th, which was Sunday, after my 
Mailer w«s gone to Commons, Mary Tracy came to 
me, and drank Tea, and then it was I did pive my 
Coafent to one im-iappy A it of Robbing Airs. Dun- 
asvih, bur I do decLire before the Almighty, before 
whom I tbardy ihJi appeal*, 1 did not know of the 
Murder. 

And cn Saturday the 3d of February was the 
Time appointed, and accordingly they came about 
ten a Clock at Night, and Mary Tracey came to 
Mr. Karols Chambers, and i went to Mrs. Dun - 
comb' s, and on cue Stairs I met the Maid, end fhe 
did afk me whether f was going to the old Maid, 
and I anfoered ± was, and as loon as 1 thought fhe 
had got down Stairs, l would hive gone in my- 
felf, but i thought that I fhould give l'o me Su pi- 
cion, and fo I afked which would go in, and James 
Alexander replied he would, and the Door bsins 
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left open for the Maid, againft her Return, or 
otheruays I was to have knocked at the Door, and 
after to have let them in, but it being open hindred 
it ; and I give Jam's Alexander Directions to he 
under the Maid’s Bed, and de fired Mary Tracy 
and Thomas Alexander to go and Hay for me at 
my Mailer’s Door until my Return, and according 
they did, and when J came, l delired they would 
go and Hay for meat Airs. D uncomb's Stairs,, until 
my Return, and i went and lighted a Candle, and 
llirrtd the Fire in my MaHer’s Chamber, and went 
again to Mary Tracey and Thomas Alexander, who 
were on Mrs. D uncomb' s Stairs, and there we waited 
until after two a Clock on the Sunday which was 
the 4 th o {February, and then I would have gone 
in, but when Thomas Alexander and Mary Tracey 
interrupted me, and faid if you go in, and they 
awake, they will know you, and if you ihy on the 
Staii?, it may be that feme one will come up and 
fee you ; but f made Anfwcr, that no one lives 
up fo high but Aladam Duncomh . 

And at length it was concluded that Mary Tracey 
and the other Alexander fhould go in, and (hut the 
Door, and accordingly they did, and there I remain- 
ed until between 4 and 5 a Clock, and then they 
came out, and faid, Hip, and I came higher up, and 
they did afk, which way they fhould (hut the Door 
and I told them to run the Bolt back, and it would 
fpring into its Place, and accordingly they did, and 
came down, and having come down, they afked, 
where they fhould divide what they had got ; 1 alked* 
how much that was; they faid, about three hundred 
Pounds in Goods and Money, but faid they were 
forced to gag them all. 

I de fired to know, where they had found it ; they 
faid, that fifty Guineas of it was in the old Aiaid’s 
Pocket in n leathern Purfe, befides Silver, that they 
faid was loole ; and above an hundred and fifty. 
Pounds in a Drawer, befides the Money that they 
had out of a Box, andjhe Tankard and one filver 
Spoon, and a Ring wlitSh was looped with Thread, 
and one fquare piece of Plate, one pair of Sheets, and 
two Pillowbiers and five Shifts; and we did divide 
all this, near Fig-Tree -Court, as alfo near Pump-Court ; 
and they did fay unto me, befure that you bury the 
Cole and Plate under Ground, until the Robbery is 
all over: For if you be feen flulh with Cole, you 
will be fufpe&ed ; and on Monday, befure, about 3 
or 4 a Clock, you come to the Pewter-Platter oa 
Hu l born Bridge. 

I being apprehended on the Sunday Night, on the 
Monday Morning, when 1 was in' the Compter, I 
hippened to fee one Bridgewater ; he faid, he was 
forry to fee me there, I alfo was forry to fee him a 
Brother in Affliction ; he defired me to give him a 
Dram, for he was a great while in Prifon, and I 
5 H threw 
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threw him a Shilling and a Farthing : And I walk- 
ing about the Room, I was lurpriled to hear me 
called by my Name, and looking about, I obferved 
at the Head of the Bed fomething move, and I pul- 
led back the Curtain, and there I faw this Bridge - 
water, and he afleed, whether I had fent for any 
Friends ; I told him I had, and not long after he 
called me again, and faid, there was a Friend come 
to me ; and I looked thorough the Hole in the Wall, 
and aflted, whether that was Will Gibbs , and he an- 
fwered me yes ; and I afleed him. how the Alexan- 
ders were ; he faid, they were well ; he ' afked me 
how I came to be taken, and I told him, my Maf* 
ter having found the Tankard, and fome Linnen, and 
he having feen ninety Pounds and fixteen Shillings 
on the Sunday the 4th of February , but it might 
through Surprize be forgot, but I had it all. He 
faid, if I would give him fome Money, he would 
get People that would fwear that the Tankard was 
my Mother’s according as I would direft ; but faid 
i/you muft get fome one to fwear, that I was at 
their Houfe; he faid, it muft be a-Woman, and he 
faid file would not go without four Guineas, and 
the 'four Men muft have two Guineas a-piece. So 
I gave him twelve Guineas, and he faid, he and his 
Friends would be at the Bull* s Head in Breadjlreet , 
but when I afleed for them, I could not hear of 
them, and when I came before the Worfhipful Al- 
derman Brocas , I was committed to Newgate, 

And when I was brought up to the Common Side, 
I was bid to pull off my Riding-hood, and one Pe- 
ter Buck a Prifoner obferved a Bulk in my Hair to 
bang down behind, and told one Roger Johnfon , that 
I certainly had Money in my Hair ; and Mr. John- 
ftn brought me down in a Cellar, and told rue that 


Peter Buck laid, I had Money in my Hair, and bid 
me take it out, and fo l did, and he tounted 36 
Moidores and eighteen Guineas, and 6 broid Pieces, 
and two of them were 25 Shillings, and four were 
23 Shilling Pieces, and half a 23 Shillings, and five 
Crowns, and two half Crowns, ard one Shilling, 
and he laid in the Condemned Hole, he would be 
cleared and get out of Gaol on that Account. 

In the feal’d Cover, wherein the 
foregoing Paper was enclos’d, 
were theie Words written al- 
fo with her own Hand. 

T H E enclos'd contains fix Sides of Paper, which 
I take Almighty God and my own Confci- 
ence to wicnefs, is nothing but the very Truth, as 
witnefs my Hand, 

K Sarah Malcolm. 

When this unhappy Malefa&or was brought into 
Fleet-ftreet, over-again ft Fetter- Lane End, the Place 
of her Execution, on Wednefday the 7th of March, 
Ihe declared file died in Peace with HI rhe World, 
and earneftly defired to lee her M dler KerroJ ; but 
as Ihe could not. proteited tbat all Accufations and 
Afperfions concerning him, were entirely falfe, and 
that all Confeftinns, except thole delivered as a» 
bove, were entirely groundlefs, and likewile fo* 
lemnly declared that the Contents of the foregoing 
Paper were true. 
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The LIFE of TOM DORBEL. 


T H E Pcrfon of whom we are now going to 
fpeak, was born of very good Parents at 
Shaftjlu^y j n Derfctjhire, and put out by 
them an Apprentice to a Glover at Blandferd, in 
the fame County ; but being very early of a vicious 
Inclination, he ran away from his Mailer before he 
had ferv’d half his Time, and coming up c® London 
he foon became acquainted with ill Company, and 
as foon learnt their Vices. To fupport himfelf in an 
extravagant way of Living, he ventur’d to go on the 
Highway when he was but feventeen Years of Age ; 
but in his fir ft Attempt of that Nature, he had like 
to have been crept in the Bud. The Story was as 
follows : 

Meeting a fturdy Cambro-Briton on the Road, and 
demanding his Money, otherwife he would fhoot 
him, quoth the Wtljhman, Hur has no Monty of bur 
own, but has Threefcore Pounds of hur Maftsr's, but 
Cots flood hur tnufi not give away bur Mafer'i Mo- 
ney ; wb*t would hur Mafler then fay for hur doing 
foT Tom Dorbel reply ’d, You muft not put me off 
thus with your Cant, for Money 1 want , and Monty 
1 will have. Jet it be whofe it will, or exfeSl to be 
/hot prefently thro' the Head. Hereupon the Weljh- 
man gave Tom his Money, withal faying, What hur 
gives you is none of her own ; and that hur Majler 

I may not think hur has fptnt hur Money , hur defires you 
to be jo kind as to Jhoot fame Holes thro ’ hur Coat Lap- 
pets, that hur Mafler may fie hur was robb'd. So 
the IVelfhman pulling off his Coat, and hanging it 
on a Tret, Tom was fo civil as to fire his Piftol thro* 
it, which made Taffy fay, Cots fplutter-a-nails, this 
[ ss a pretty Pounce, pray give hur another Pounce for 

I hur Money. Tom fires another Piftol thro* Taffy's 
Coat, which made him cry out by St. Davy, ‘Ibis 
is a better Pounce than Pother , pray give her one 
Pounce more . Quoth Tom , / have never another 

Pounce left . Why then, reply 'd Taffy , Hur has one 
Pounce left for hur , and if hur will not give hur hur 

( Money again , hur will pounce thro * hur PoJy. Tom 
ending himfelf thus outwitted, he quietly return’d 
the JVeljhman his Money, who rid away without 
troubling himfelf about taking our young Highway - 

t man. 

But after this ill. Succefs, Tom was pretty fuccefs- 
ful in his Villainy for about five Years. During this 
I Time a certain Gentleman’s Son being in Winchejler 
i Goal for robbing on the Highway, and fearing he 
fhould be hang’d, becaufe he had receiv’d Mercy 
once before for the like Crime, Tom undertook for 
Five Hundred Pounds to bring him off. The Gen- 
tleman’s Father paid 250 Pounds in Hand, and the 
other half he was to have w hen he had perform’d his 
Bargain. Ac lall the Affixes was held at Wincbefier , 
when the young Gentleman coming on his Trial, the 
Wiineffes proved the Matter of Fad fo plainly againft 
him, that the Jury brought the Prifoner in guilty of 
lobbing on the Highway. Then the Judge going to 
.puL Sentence on him, quoth Tom % Ob ! what a fad 


Thing it is to Jhed innocent Blood l Oh f what a fad 
Thing it is to Jhed innocent Blood f And repeating it 
over and over, with an audible Voice, infomuch 
that the Court took Notice thereof, he was took 
into Cuftody, and the Judge afking him what he 
meant by his erying out. What a fad Thing it is to 
Jhed innocent Blood ! quoth Tom, May it pleafe your 
Lordjhip , it is a very hard Thing for a Man to die 
wrongfully ; but one /&ay fee how bard-mouth' d Come 
People are, by the Witnejfes fwearing that this Gen- 
tleman here at the Bar now robbed them on the High- 
way at fuck a Time, when indeed, my Lord, L was ' 
the Man chat committed that Robbery . 

Hereupon the Gentleman was acquitted, and Tom 
took into Cuftody, and fent to Wincbefier Gaol, 
where he remained till the Affizes following ; when 
being brought to his Trial, and afk’d, whether he 
was Guilty or not Guilty, he pleaded not Guilty. 

* Not Guilty ! replied the Judge, Why did not you 

* laft Affizes, when I was here, own yourfelf Guilty 

* of fuch a Robbery ? quoth Tom, I don’t know how 
‘ far I urn Guilty then, but upon my Word lam not 
‘ Guilty now; therefore, if any Perfon can accufe 
‘ me of committing fuch a Robbery, I define they 
‘ may appear to prove the fame. But no Wicneffes 
appearing againfl him, becaufe they muft have proved 
thcmfelves perjured in fwearing againft him, when 
they haii-faorn fo pofitively before againft another 
Perfon, he was acquitted. 

Tor, 7 having lived at an extravagant Rate the fix 
Months that he was in Wincbefier Gaol, he had not 
much of his five hundred Pounds left when he was 
at Liberty again ; whereupon, endeavouring to 
recruit his Pocketf, by following his old Trade, he 
attacked the Duke of Xj> folk's Coach, as paffisg 
over Salisbury Plain : But his Grace re j uling to gra- 
tify his Define, an Engagement foon became betwixt 
•them, in which Tom having his Horfe ffiot under 
him, his Grace’s Servants foon fecured him ; and 
carrying him, with hi; Arms pinion’d clofe down, 
into the City of Salisbury , he was there committed 
to Gaol ; and when the Affizes came to be held 
there, he was condemned for his Life. 

W'hilft he was under Condemnation, finding s 
Lawyer in that Place who engaged to procure him 
a Pardon for fifty Guineas, he gave him a Bond to 
pay him fo much Mor*ey as foon as he had obtained 
it. Accordingly the Lawyer rid to London, and by 
an Intereft that lie had with fome Nobleman at Court, 
procured what he had promifed ; then making what 
Hafte he could back again, he came with the Reprieve 
juft as Dorbel was going to be Caft off the Gallows. 
The Lawyer had rid fo fa ft, that he had no fooner 
delivered the Reprieve to the Sheriff, but his Horfe 
dropp’d down dead j neverthelefs, when Tom was at 
Liberty, he was fo ungrateful as not to pay the Law- 
yer a Farthing, who had thus Lved his Life ; where- 
upon they went to Law; but Dorbel caft him, by 
reafon no Wiiti&g Hand; good in our Laws of Eng- 
land, 


A General History of 


396 

la inf, which is given by a Man under Sentence of 
Death. 

Now Dorbel was fo much affrighted by this nar- 
row Efcape of hanging, that he was refolved to live 
honell ; and accordingly lived in feveral Places in 
the Quality of a Footman ; but lull of all he ferved 
for fix 'or feven Years a Gentlewoman in Ormond* 
Street* near Lambs-Condnit-Fields ; who prevailing 
upon her Brother Nevil Tbompfon* a Linnen-Draper 
in the City of Briflol , to fend his only Daughter, 
who was entring the 16th Year of her Age, to Lon- 
don* to be bettered in her Education, he took a Place 
for her in the Coach, on Monday the 2 2d of February , 
1 7 1 4, and alfo for the Meflenger Tom Dorbel, to 
whofe Care, as being fent purpolely to fetch her up, 
fhe was committed ; for great Confidence was repofed 
in him, becaufe he had been an old Servant of his 
Siller’s, who had fent him very frequently upon im- 
portant Meflages to this her Brother at BrifloL 

Now the Villain being very fenfible of the great 
Charge which this young Gentlewoman had about 
her, as a gold Watch, diamond Ring, and Jewels, 
to the Value of one hundred and ten Pouuds, his 
wicked Inclination was to rob her; and in order 
thereto, being alone with her in the Coach, he very 
impudently pretended Courtfhip to her. This 
piece of Freedom the young Gentlewoman moll 
fharply reprimanded ; but little valuing her Anger, 
he took out a Penknife, and fvvore, that if fhe did 
not confent to lie with him, he would immediately 
cut her Throat. Thefe mighty Threats frightning 
the young Gentlewoman into a Swoon, the Rogue 
took the Advantage thereof, by tying her Hands to 
each Knee, and in that Manner mofl inhumanly de- 
bauched her, and Hole away all fhe had, excepting 
one Crown and her Cloaths. Then this barbarous 
Villain cutting his Way thro’ the back of the Coach, 
he fliptout unknown to the Coachman. 

Still the young Gentlewoman continued in her 
Swoon, from four of the Clock till fix in the Even- 
ing, being the Time the Coach put up in its Inn. 
The Coachman opening the Coach Door, and find- 
ing the Gentlewoman in the aforefaid Pofture, with 


the Villain’s Neckcloth alfo tied round her Mo jth? 
and her Face all bruised and bloody with thejocgu.g 
of the Coach, he was frightned, and cried out to rhe 
People of the Honfe for Affiance ; who fending im- 
mediately for an able Surgeon, upon his coming ;r> 
her. Die feemed to be jtiil expiring ; but by the Skill 
he ufed, he brought her fo much to iierfelf bv nine 
of the Clock, that fhe was able to fpeak, and declare 
the Abufe which hail been done her. 

Her furpnzing Relation alarm'd the whole Town 
with the Horror of the Vilhin’s inhuman FaX, and 
feveral good People purfuirg the \ i'h;n lever. 1 
Ways on Horfcback, they took him 011 the H\dneJ* 
day following at Hammerfmitb , near which Place lie 
had but’ jult robbed a Gentleman of three Pounds 
five Shillings. Being carried befoie a Magiilratc, he 
was committed to Newgate in London , from whence 
he was removed within a Week after, by Virtue of 
a Writ of Habeas Corbus , to henxga/e iri BrifloL 

In the mean Time, the young Geutlewomin, fear- 
ing the Reflexions which the World might call upon 
her, and thinking her PvCputation was utterly loll, 
altho’ the Lofs of her Yiiginity was forced, fhe laid 
itfo deeply to Heart, that at the Arrival of her Mo- 
ther to her BedTide the next Day, flic only changed 
a few Word* with her, and then fhe died, to the 
great Grief of the old Gentlewoman, who ran dif- 
t rafted, and htrforrowful Father foon loll his Senfcs 
too. 

At length, the Villain being brought to Trial, he 
received Sentence of Death lor the perpetrating this 
moil inhuman Crime. All the while lie was under 
Condemnation, he fhewed not the Icafl" Remorfe ; 
and when he was hanged on Saturday the 23d of 
March , 1714, in the 45th Year of his Age, he died 
with a great deal of Impeniteucy, and was very ob- 
flinate in not hearkening to any w holfome Advice 
which was given him, in order to prepare himfclfas 
he ought, before he launched out into the unfatho- 
mable Gulph of Eternity. After he was executed on 
St. Mkbad\-liill , he was cut down, and hanged up 
in Chains in the Road without Lafforet s Gate. 
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Pjrates, Highwaymen, Murderers , &c. 


The LIVES of Jack Collings, Kit Moor, 
and Daniel Hughes. 


J ACK CO LIANGS, alias John Colli nf on, was 
born of mean Parents at Fauftone, near Hull in 
Torkjhire , and being brought up to no Trade, 
Jie had been a Footman to feveral Gentlemen, both 
in the Country, and here in London ; where he was 
fome time a Coachman to one Colonel Kendal. This 
Gentlemen fending Jack to fell a Pair of Coach- 
Horfes, becaufe they were not well match’d, Jack 
obey’d his Matter's* Orders, and ran away with the 
Money. Afterwards his Mailer taking him, he com- 
mitted him to the Marfhal' s in the Savoy, from 
whence he fent him for a Soldier into Flanders, but 
quickly deferting his Colours, he came into England 
again, where being much addi&ed to keep Company 
with lewd Women, he got fadly pox’d. 

Getting himfelf cur’d, when the Apothecary 
brought in his Bill, which came to Forty eight [hil- 
lings and four-pence, Jack fwore it was a very un- 
confcionable Bill, and if he would not be contented 
with a Groat, he would never pay him a Farthing. 
The Apothecary fwore and curs’d like a Madman, 
faying, he would never take that, and away he 
flounc’d out of the Room in a great Paflion : But 
on the Stairs paufing to himfelf, and confidering it 
was better to take that Groat than to lofe all, he 
went up again, faying, Come, Sir, fence you ll pay me 
no more , let's fee that Groat . So having given Jack 
a Receipt in full of all Accounts, when he was go- 
ing out of the Room again, quoth he. Let me he 
d n d, Sir , if 1 have got any more than one poor 
Two-pence halfpenny by you. Jack thinking the Pro- 
fit large, and it being towards Evening, he follow’d 
the Apothecary towards the Halfway Houfe betwixt 
London and Hampflcad, where a good Opportunity 
favouring his Deiign, he commanded Galen to {land 
and deliver, or elfe he would fhoot him thro’ the 
Head. Jack's Orders being obey’d, he did not on- 
ly take his Groat from him again, but alfo robb’d 
him of a good filver Watch, and Twenty four 
Ihil lings. 

In this Exploit he had like to have been taken, 
and made his Efcape fo narrowly, that being afraid 
to go on the Foot pad again, he follow'd Houfe - 
breaking altogether, in which he was fuccefsful for 
many Years ; but betwixt while he was a Soldier for 
fix Years, and attain’d to the Office of a Serjeant in 
Colonel King's Regiment. However, being not 
fatisfied with his Station, he ftill purfued unlawful 
Courfes then too, even to the Time that he was dif- 
banded ; and then keeping Company with an ill Wo- 
man, he car'd not whom he wrong’d to fupport her ; 
and yet that fame Strumpet, whom he maintain’d 
by hazarding his Neck, was a Witnefs againtt him 
for his Life, as it appears in his Trial, which is 
partly thus : 


He was indited for breaking the Houfe of John 
Hallow ay, and dealing from thence two Exchequer 
Notes, value a Hundred Pounds each, One hun- 
dred thirty feven Pounds ten Shillings in Money, and 
One hundred ninety four Pounds in Gold It ap- 
pear’d by the Evidence, that Mr. Halloway beina 
at London , the Prifoner was at his Houfe at Cbelfea 
to in treat his Favour for a Ticket of Re-entrance 
into the Royal Hofpital there, and Mrs. Halloway 
permitted him to go up Stairs ; and the Money and 
Bills being in a Clofet in the Room, he found an Op- 
portunity to break it open, and carry them off. 

1 he Woman he kept Company with fwore. That 
going to look for him, fhe met in a Coach, and up- 
braiding him for riding fo, while fhe wanted he 
gave her Money to pay off her Lodging, and bid 
her do it and come to him again ; which fhe did • 
and fhe faw a great Bag of Money in the Coach" 
which he told her was worth Six hundred pounds* 
and that he had it, out of the Profecutor's Clofet! 
They then went to a Lodging at l Napping, , and he 
bought her Clothes, and himfelf a Coat ^and WjV 
to difguife him. * “ 

Mrs. Griff.n, their Landlady at tapping, depos'd 
That the Prifoner and the Witnefs having taken a 
Lodging at her Houfe, fhe fufpeded them to be 
loofe People ; and that the Prifoner having fent her 
Man to borrow the Gazette, he look’d upon it, and 
laid it down, faying, There was nothing in it, and 
fo went up Stairs ; and that caufing her Man to* look 
over the Gazette , fhe found the Prifoner deferib’d 
and fo got a Conttable and fecur'd him. 

He had Seventy pounds feventeen fhillfngs found 
upon him when taken, and Twenty two Guineas 
and a half, and a Broad-piece. He own'd to the 
Conttable who took him, he had robb’d Mr. Hal - 
loway, but did not fay of fo much as was mention’d 
in the Indiftment. The Fa£i being plainly prov’d 
upon him, he was found guilty. 

He was alfo a fecond Time indifted for robbing 
Mr. James Boyce on the Queen’s Highway, of a 
filver Watch, value Three pounds, and Ten ihillings 
in Money. 

Mr. Boyce depos’d. That coming out of Bed - 
j hire in a Coach, the Prifoner let upon him on this 
fide Kent ifeo -town, about three of the Clock in the 
Afternoon ; and after he had got his Watch and 
Money, afk'd him for his green Purfe ; and he tel- 
ling him had none, he made him turn his Pocket* 
out, and pull off his Gloves, to fhew he had no 
Rings. 

The Prifoner call’d fome Witncffes to prove he 
was at another Place when that was done, but none 
appearing, he was found guilty too of that Indict- 
ment, and hang’d at Tyburn , on IVednefday the loti) 
of March 1714, aged 42 Years. 
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On the Tame Day were Julfo executed two other 
Houfe- breakers, namely, ^Kit Moor , and Daniel 
Hughes. 

Cbriftopber Moor , the firfl: of thefe, aged 20 Years, 
born in the Parilh of St. Giles' s in the Fields, for the 
moll part of his Life had been a lap Her in fome 
Victualling Houfes in and about London ; he con- 
fefs’d that a little before that, he one Night robb’d 
a Houfe in Grey-Friers , near CbrijV s-Hofpital, by 
lifting up a Safh Window, and entring the Parlour ; 
that he took from thence fix Silver Tea-Spoons, and 
a Strainer, with a Silk Handkerchief Ell-wide, which 
he fold for Three Shillings ; and as for the Plate, 
that he fold it with a larger Parcel, (amounting to 
a hundred Ounces) for four Shillings an Ounce. Fur- 
thermore he faid, that he had wrong’d one Mr. 
Jobn/on , a working Silverfmith, by fwearing falfly 
heretofore that he had bought of him, and one Ro- 
derick Audery , another moll notorious Rogue, fome 
Plate that he had flolen out of the Lady Edwin s 
Houfe. But the Faft for which he was condemn’d 
to die, was for a Burglary committed in breaking 
open the Houfe of one Mr. Thomas Wright , in the 
Night, and taking thence a Pair of Silver Branches, 
and eight Tea-fpoons, two Tea-pots, a Lamp, and 
a large Quantity other Plate. He would not dif- 
cover where it might be found, that the right Own- 
er might have it again ; for when he was prefs’d 
by the Ordinary of Newgate to make a Difcovery 
thereof if he could, he did not fo much alledge 
his Incapacity, as he plainly Ihew'd his Unwilling- 
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nels of doing it ; faying, That tbo ’ be 1 colei do i\. 
yet he would snake no fucb Difcovery , if be was 
Jure to be d si d for it . 

Daniel Hughes, the other Perfon, aged but Six- 
teen Years, born at Grave fend in the County of Kent* 
was brought up to tire Sea, and condemn’d for the 
fame Fail with Kit Moor ; and fuch was their Im- 
pudence to the very lull, that when they went into 
the Cart, which was to carry them to the Place of 
Execution, they were no fooner ty’d to the Copies, 
but they pull’d off their Shoes, and flinging rheni 
among the SpcClators, repeated this common Speech 
of luch Wretches : Our Parents often faid we 
Jhould die on a Fijh Day , and with our Shoes on ; 
but tbo 1 the fonner part of their Pi edition is ti tie , 
yet we will make them all Liars in the latter pail 
of it. 

It is to be obferv'd, that tho’ the Ages of thefe 
two unfortunate Lads together made but 36 Yean, 1 
yet they were as vicious as more noted Roguei, 
taking pride in all manner of Lafdvioufnefs, Sab- 
bath-breaking, Drunken nefs. Swearing, Curfmg, 
Gaming, and all lorts of Vices whatever. They 
had committed between them above fifty Buiglanes 
in London , Wefiminfier , and Sinthwa/ k. In fine, 
the Obilinacy of the two young Male Liters in 
their Iniquity, and their impudent Behaviour to- 
wards all who came to fee n.eui, wa% Jicarcc e\tr 
parallel 'd ; fo that it was very requisite Jullicc 
fhould lay hold of them, and prevent their doing 
further Mifchief. 


The LIFE of JOHN PRICE. 


I T would be but little Benefit and Satisfaflion to 
the Reader to have an Account of this Crimi- 
nal’s Extrailion, becaufe it is fo extraordinary 
mean ; ’tis enough to fay, that he firfl: drew his 
Breath in the Fag-end of the Suburbs oi London ; and, 
like Mercury , became a Thief as foon as ever he 
peeped out of the Shell. 

Fortune having reduced his miferable Parents to 
fuch Extremity, that they could not bellow on this 
their Son, any Education, it was his Misfortune to 
improve himfelf in all jnanner of Wickednefs, be- 
fore he was turn’d of Seven. So prone was he to 
Vice, that as foon as he could fpeak, he would curfe 
and fwear with as great a Paflion and Vilcnefs, as is 
frequently heard round any Gaming-Table. More- 
over, to this unprofitable Talent of Prophanenefs, 
he added that of Lying, at which he was fo dex- 
trous, that it was once a Means of his faving his 
Life. 

For when John Price was about eighteen Years 
of Age, living with a Gentleman in the Country, 
he turned him out of his Service, purely upon the 
Account of his exceffive Lying ; when going to- 
wards London , and robbing a Market-Woman of a- 
bout eighteen Shillings near Brentwood \ n EJJex, lie 
was taken by fome Travellers coming fudoenly on 


him in the Fafl, and committed by a Magiftran 
to Chelmsford Gaol ; where at the Affizes pleading 
Guilty, he received Sentence of Death ; but hi 
late Mailer being then High -Sheriff of the Coun 
ty of Effex, and taking Companion on his Servant’ 
Misfortunes did not permit his Sentence to be p u 
in Force agamii him ; of which the Judges ben. 
informed the next Affixes, they fevercly blamed fc 
his Ntgleft, efpecially fmee the Criminal had plead 
ed guilty to the Crime laid to his Charge. T he She 
riff laid, He acknowledged that fucb a Man had bee 
condemned the lajl Affixes ; but then be knew the Fe, 
low to be fueb an unaccountable Lyar , that there *uo 
no believing one Word be faid ; fo bis pleading gust , 
ty to what was laid to bis Charge , was, in his Op/ 
rsion , an eminent Sign be ought to be believed innoect 
if the Fa Si, and he would not be guilty cf bengin 
an innocent Man for the World. This facenoi 
Story of Mr. Sheriff making the Judges fmile, the 
reprieved the Criminal, but with a fevere repr 
mand, and flriCt Charge of never coming befoi 
them any more. 

Soon after this Efcape, John Price makes t! 
bell of his Way for London ; where he sflociau 
himfelf with a Tribe of Pick-potkets, andG;pf;c 
with whom he ran up and down the Cour.tiy, U 
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*q : anting r.*.i Fairs and Concoarfes of People, till lie 
v.as catcn’d diving in 2 Pocket that was none of his 
own, and committed to Newgate in BrlJtoL Being 
tncre icverely v. hipt for his Fault, he went on board 
a .Merchant Snip, and afterwards lerved in two Men 
of War, but not forbearing to pilfer from the Sea- 
men, after having been wnipt at a Gun, pickled with 
Brine, and Keel-hawl’d, he was difchnrged. Com- 
ing nlhore at Portfmouth , he got to beloved London 
ag i in, where he would never hearken to any wiiol- 
fouie Connfei, but was refolved to break tnro’ all 
virtuous Sentiments, and wholly to betake himfelf 
to ad manner of Wickedmfs. Entring himfelf in- 
to a Gang of Foot-pads, they one Night divided 
tiiemfelves into three Bands, and an Attorney then 
fulling into their Hands near Hampflead , his Money 
they demanded, with a Thoufand Oaths and Caries. 
According to their Demand he gave them what Mo- 
ney he had about him, which was eight Guineas, 
rejoicing howloever tiiat he had novv pal:, as lie 
thought, all Danger. When lo, fuddenly as he came 
up to the Halfway Houle, betwixt that Place and 
London , lie was again furrounded with a fecond B aid 
of the.e Rogues, who viewing him nearly, demand- 
ed whence he came, and where he was going. He 
reLceJ ins piteous Adventure, and into wnat cruel 
Hands he had fallen. Cruel! anfvvcred one of the 
Gang ; How durft you ufe thefe Terms ? And who 
made you fo bold as to talk to us with your Hat on? 
Pray, Sir, be pleafed , be nee for wards to learn more 
Manners . Which faying, they {hatched his Hat 
and Wig off his Head, and took a diamond Rmg 
off his Pmger, in all to the value of fifteen Pounds. 
What could our poor Lawyer now do ? To return 
back again, was to leap out of the Frying-Pan into 
the Fnc; wherefore he faintly puts on. When 
fcarce he had got part Kentijb Town, but the third 
Bind, who lay as Centinels in this Piace, made up 
to him, bringing along with them a Man who had 
not a rag of Cloaths on his Back, no not lb much as 
a Shirt, a dreadful Tning, conlidcring the l ime of 
the Year, it being then m the DepUi of Winter: 
Sir, (fad Price , who was in this Party,) YouTl ao 
a charitable Deed, to let this poor ll retch, whom we 
have juft now ftript, have your upper Coat , or rather 
both upper and under for you fee he is almofl dead 
with Cold . The Lawyer woald willingly have plead- 
ed that Charity begins at home, and that every Man 
ii bound by the Laws of Nature to conferve his 
own Being rather than anothers: But Alas! his 
judges weie otaer kind of Men than to be moved 
by tne Laws of t ie Land or Nature either ; where- 
tore they took from him both Ins Coats and his 
Wartecoar, telling him it v.as a Favour that they 
rook no: from n.m his Life alf'o, feeing that he 
made fo much bad Ufe of it. 

Not long after this, Price and one of his wicked 
Allocates privately conveying themfelver one Even- 
:ng into a Houfe in Fleet -// feet, crept up into a 
Garret h!PJ with nothing but Lumber, with an In- 
tent to rob the People ; but in the Night buttling a- 
bou: in the Dark, as Price was go ng to a Table 
for a Pittol he had laid there, lie no foo.ncr laid his 
Hand on it, but itprefently dslVhnrgcs, and awaken- 
t*d them of the Houfe, \ ho immediately began to 
life to fccure the Thieves ; Price's Comrade flies 
prefendy to the Window, where they hud fa.iened a 
Kobe ready for their Efcape, and offejs to fLue down, 
when Scarcely had he got abov: a S:ory and half 
but rhe Rope broke, and he fell down : However, 
naught is never in Danger, he received r.o fo much 
Hurt, bat that he made a fhift to ioambie w.\y. 
in the mean Time Prne bc:ng i*i: behind, and 


feeing himfelf alone throe or four Stories hffih, with- 
out any Portability of following his Companion, he 
refolved to venture Neck or nothing ; fo quickly 
removes the remaining Parr of the Rope to another 
Window, whereby he might let himfelf down into 
the Balcony, whithe* he was no fooner got to, but 
all the People of the Houfe were in an Alarm ; 
upon wnicli lie jumps out full into a great Basket of 
Eggs, which a Man coming from Newgate Market 
had on his Head. The Eggs running all about his 
Ears, nay, all his whole Body, as he lay upon the 
Ground, there was then as great an Outcry of Mur- 
der, as there was of Thieves; but all to no Purpofe, 
for Price having broke his Fall by his Jump into 
that brittle Commodity, he made his Eicape like- 
wife, to reign longer in his Villany 
4 Jack Price having go clear this Time, and begin- 
ning to be very much noted about Town, he takes 
a Journey into the Country, flripping all the Hedges 
he met with that had any Linnen on them, till he 
had reached Cumberland ; where putting into a little 
Inn, the People whereof being none of the honeftert 
and finding by his Difcourfe that he was a Servant 
fit for their turn, he was entertained as their Tapiter, 
and let into the Secret of their murdering Travellers 
that fometimes lay there, but long he had not been 
in this Employment, before a Gentleman happened 
to put into this Inn for Lodging ; who being in his 
Chamber, was fecietly informed by a Maid of the 
Danger he was in. Amongrt otner Things lhe told 
him, ’twas the Inn -keeper’s Curtom to ring a Bell, 
at the Sound of which feveral Rogues came running * 
when prefently one of them feigning to be Servant°to 
the Inn, comes to the Chamber where the Guettsare 
and making as he would fnuff the Candle, puts it 
out, upon which the other Villians enter, and mofl 
cruelly murder them. This Gentleman confident 
with himfelf what to do, caufed the Maid to bring 
him a Lanthorn, puts a Candle lighted into it, and 
kidmg it under a Stool, lay^reaay his Arms, and 
rtands upon his Guard. When fcarcely had he fat 
himfelf down, but a great booriih Fellow enters, 
who very officiouily fo lnuft the Candle, that he fnuff* 
it out. But the Gentleman prefently bid his Man 
bring out the Lanthorn, repelled the Villains, kill- 
ed two of them, and put the others to Bight. Then 
he feized on the Inn-keeper and his Wife, delivered 
them into the Hands of Juitice, and at the Aflizes be- 
ing proved by the Maid they had murdered at feve- 
ral Times fourteen of their Gueib, whole Bodies 
were found in an arched Vault in the Garden, to 
which they had a fecret Paffage out of a Cellar, they 
were both condemned and executed, the inn-keeper 
himfelf being afterwards hanged in Chains. 

Being at latt committed to Newgate for Petit 
Larceny, he was only whipt at the Cart’s Arfe, and 
upon paying his Fees, obtained his Liberty again. 
Aire: wards endeavouring to mend his Fortune by 
Marriage, he entered into the State of Matrimony 
with a young Woman called Betty, whofe Employ- 
ment was daily to attend the Gaol of Newgate, and 
to run on Prifoner’s Errands. By this Means and his 
own good Behaviour, he quickly r ti fed himfelf to 
Prelennent, for he was made Hangman for the 
County of MuUlefex . But the hr ft Day he officia- 
ted at the Settlors in the Old Bailey, going to the 
Blue-Boar Alehoule, fituated rot far from Jultice- 
Hall, it was nis Misfortune to have ills burning 
Irons picked out of his Pocket, for which he was 
forced to pawn his Waiiccoat to have them back a- 
gain. However, he foon retrieved this Lo.s, for 
what with (lightly putting a T, which was all the 
Letters he knew of the whole Alphabet, on a Thief’s 

Hand 


400 


A General History of 


Hand, ard correfting others with a gentle Laffi, he 
redeemed his Waitecour, *.lnd bought :i Shirt into the 
Bargain. Moreover, at the firlt Call of his Office 
he performed at Tyburn, he made as much of the 
executed Pcrfons Cioaths among the Brokers in 
Monmouth -Street and Chick-Lane , as procured him 
feveral drunken Bouts. Though he was bad enough 
in many Things, yet he had one good Principle in 
him while he was hangman, for let him have owed 
Money to any Body, if he could not pay them, he 
was very willing t© work it out whenev er they pleaf- 
cd ; a Principle indeed which every Rogue is not 
endued with. 

Whilll he was in this Poll, he tool; upon him a 
m-eat deal of State, making every Geneva Shop his 
Office, and every Bawdy- houfe his Seraglio. In- 
dead of one Wife he had two; and on every Exe- 
cution-Day he had a great Levee as fome Perfons 
of Quality ; being attended on by Broom-Men for 
old Hats, Pen i wig- Makers for old Wigs, Brokers 
for old Coats, Suits and Cloaks, and Coblers for 
old Shoes. Indeed, he was a Man every Way qua- 
lified for this Station, for he had Impudence in A- 
bandance. Cruelty at his Fingers-end, Drunkennefs 
to Perfection, and could fwcar as well without Book 
as within. However, thefe natural Parts could not 
proteft him, for feveral envying his Felicity, they 
endeavoured to lower his Top-jail, and at lail blew 
him out of the Haven of his reputable Bufmefs by 
his manifold Failings. 

Some were glad he was to catch no body any 
more at Hyde- Park- -Corner ; and others as forry, 
efpecially thofe whom he often obliged with an old 
Shirt or an Handkerchief ; and indeed, that which 
moft troubled him for the Lofs of his Place, was 
only that he could not any more fend Men out of 
the World, without being called to an Account for 
It. Now he was left to fhife for himfelf again ; and 
Indeed, fo long as he had any Fingers he could make 
as good a fhift as any Body, for there was nothing, 
excepting it lay out of his Reach, but what he made 
his own. 

What brought him to his End, was his going one 
Night over Bunhill-Fields , in his drunken Airs, 
when he met an old Woman, named Elizabeth 
Wte, a Watchman's Wife, who /pld Paftry-Warc 


about the Streets. This poor Creature he \vo u /d 
have raviflPd, and, becaule fhe refilled the Heat of 
his Lull, he violently afliulted her in a barbarous 
Manner, aknoft knocking one of her Eyes out of her 
Head, giving her feveral Bruifes about her Body, 
breaking one of her Legs, and wounding her in the 
Belly. Whilll he was acting this Inhumanity, two 
Men coming along at the fame Time, and ]< earing 
dreatllul Groans, fuppofed fomebody was in Dillreis, 
and having the Courage to purfue the Sound as well 
as they could, at lull came up to the dillrcfled Wo- 
man, which made Price damn them for their Impu. 
dence. However, they fccured him, and brought 
him to the Watchoufe in Old-flreet , from whence a 
Couple of Watchmen were lent to fetch the old 
Woman out of Buhill-Fields , who within a Day or 
two dy’d under the Surgeons Hands. 

Price was fent to Newgate, where he feemed to 
be under a great Surprize and Concern for the Death 
of tke Woman, till being try’d and condemned for 
her, he was no fooner confin’d in the Condemned Hole, 
but laying afide all Thoughts of preparing himfelf 
for his latter End, he appeared quite void of all 
Grace; and initead of repenting for his manifold Sins 
and Tranfgreffions, he would daily go up to Chapel 
intoxicated with curfed Geneva, comforting himfelf 
even to the very lafi that he fliould fare as well in 
a future State, as thofe who had gone the fame Way 
before him. Thus his Confcience was eas’d with 
the Pleafurc of thinking he ftiould have Company 
under the State of Damnation. At length the fa- 
tal Day came, wherein lie was to bid Adieu to the 
World, which was on Saturday the 31ft of May 1718. 
As lie was riding in the Cart, he feveral Times 
pulled a Bottle of Geneva out of his Pocket, to 
drink before he came to the Place of Execution, which 
was in Bunhill -Fields, where he committed the Mur- 
der. Being arrived at the fatal Tree, he was upon 
Mr. Ordinary's Examination, found fo ignorant in 
the Grounds of Religion, that he troubled himfelf 
not much about it ; but valuing himfelf upon his 
former Profeffion of being Hangman, Fil’d himfelf 
Finijher of the Law, and fo was turn’d off the Gib- 
bet aged upwards of forty Years ; and the fame Day 
was banged at Ston^Pridge at Kit^fand in Chains. 
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The LIVES of Tom Garret, Kit Bani- 
ster, and John Wheeler. 


W E are induced to put thcle Lives together, 
for the fame Reafon as the foregoing ; for 
tho’ thefe three Malcfaflors were not exe- 
cuted at the fame Place, nor precifely the fame Time, 
yet all their Exits happened within the Compals of a 
Month. 

THOMAS GARRET was born at Ipfwich, in Suf- 
folk his Parents living in good Credit and Reputa- 
tion, and having no other Son but this, they put him 
Apprentice to an Inronmonger, in the City of Aor- 
ivicb, and when he had ferved his Time out, he was 
put up with a Thoufand Pound Stock, and fhortly_ 
after nurried a Wife with whom he had a Portion ot 

ei-’ht hundred Pounds. . . . 

Bat ill Company enticing him to Gaming, malting 
nothin" to loi'e forty or fifty Pounds, and lometimes 
more, "m a Night, he foon wafted his Stock ; and in 
•el's than two Years breaking, to avoid the Profecu- 
tion of his Creditors, who plagu’d htm with conti- 
nual Duns, lie fent his Wile, and one Child he had 
by her, to her own Friends, and came up to London 
where he foon became acquainted with the leveral 
Vices of the Town, acidrifling himlelf to all manner 
of Lewdnefs and Whoredom to fupport hrmfclf, in 
which he took to the Highway. 

He had committed fcveral Robberies, which came 
to his Father’s Ears, who thereupon came up to Lon- 
don and finding him out, would have took him 
Home; which Kindnefs he refufed, alledging he was 
fo far crack t in the Country, that he was refolv d not 
to fee it for one While. His Father then upon the 
Son’s Promife of Amendment of Life, bought a tree- 
dom for htm in the City of London and let him up 
with a Thoufand Pounds more in Leadenhall Jlrccf, 
but bein? corrupted with a vicious Inclination, lie 
would ftill fhake his Elbow, and now and then go out 
privately on the Ro d, with a certain Mercer m 

Cheap tide, and take a Purfe. 

Garret and his Companion being at an Inn at St. 
Wans in Hcrtfo, djhire, a certain Gentleman put up 
there too fora Night, and gave his Portmanteau to 
the Inn keeper to lay fafc up for him ull Morning. 
The Inn keeper locking it up, came to Garret and his 
Fiiend for lie knew their Employment, and to.d 
th-m That be bad a Portmanteau now in keeping, 
that be l-etieved would be worth their U btle to take 
fir it was very heavy i PI! go, fays he, andperfuade 
the Gentleman to come in to you ; audjijtmg htm which 
/ jr /,, To morrow, you know how to order Mat- 
ters, I teed not inf met you. Accordingly going to 
the Gentleman, he laid to him, Sir, I tee you arc a l 
alone, there a, e a Couple of hor.ej Lent!, man, tn the 
Parlour, whom l know very w, U , wou.et be glad oj 
your Company, if you pi cafe to accept It ifp™ me 
fir, anil !l int< educe you. Upon thefe \ . orm, ar.d 
the Recommendation of the Gentlemen by the Laud- 
IOI 


lord, he was willing to participate of their Conven- 
tion’ till Bed-time. He was brought into the Parlour, 
where they refpeftfully faluted him, and had a great 
deal of Difcourfe without fo much as an Oath, or any 
prophane Word in it. Supper was brought to the 
Table, after which they drank their Bottle of \V inea- 
piece, and the Reckoning coming to be paid, they 
would not let the Itrange Gentleman pay one Farthing 
towards it 5 which extraordinary Piece of Civility 
made the Gentleman return them many Thanks, ad- 
ding, That if they went his IVay next Day, which 
was towards London, he Jhould be glad of the*i %0Oy 
Company, and endeavour to retaliate their Kind- 

^"Thev then went to their refpeiiive Beds : In the 
Morning took a hearty Breakfaft, towards which 
Garret and his Comrade would not then let the Gen- 
tleman pay ar.y thing ; and then they proceeded on 
their Journey: When they came to Coney- Hatch, or 
thereabout?, feeing the Coaft clear, they fet upon the 
Gentleman, opened the Portmanteau, out of which 
they took one hundred Pounds, and rode oft. 

The Gentleman finding he had paid too dear for 
his Supper and Breakfaft, alights off his Horfe, and 
fills the Vacancy they had made in his Portmanteau 
with Stones, and then with a Penknife pricking the 
Ilorfe fo under the Hoof, as to make him go lame, 
he rid back again to the fame Inn, and telling the 
Landlord he had a Mifchance befell his Horfe, or- 
dered a Farrier to be prefcr.tly fent for, and gave him 
his Portmanteau to lay up for him. 7 he Landlord 
feeling it to be as heavy as before, fuppos’d Garret 
and his Comrade had not took the Prize, out of 
which he was to have a fnack for his Intelligence, 
and curs’d them heartily to himfelf. Whilft the Far- 
rier was dreffmg the Gentleman’s Horfe, lie defir u 
the Landlords Company to drink with him, c -lling 
in very brifkly for one Bottle after another. All Ins 
Difcourfe was on the two Gentlemen s great Favour 
Ihew’d him over Night and that Morning, drinking 
their Healths over and over, and faying alio that it 
he knew their Names, and where they Jived, he would 
make them amends for their Generolity ; nay, he 
would bring them down fhortly thither and give tiicu. 
a Treat of Ten Guineas with his Landlord and Land- 
lady Thefe Words confirming the Inn keeper’s Suf- 
picion that they had not robbed him, and being a 
little elevated with Liquor, and having Hopes too of 
the ten Guineas to be fpent at his Houle,. made him 
then tell their Names and Places of Abode, for wmch 
the Gentleman feemed to be extream glad, lor he 
faid He was refolved to fee them as Jeon as he ceutd. 
His Horl'c being drels’d by the Farrier who tolJ mm 
he minht ride him fafe enough to London, he mounts 
witn ^tns Portmanteau, and arrived in Town by 

Niebt. . ^ 

about Five the next Morning, he WCr.t to Garrst s 
^ K Houle 
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I i oufe fii !>, and knocks at the Door, which heir g 
opened by a Servant, he told him, lie muft fpiakwitb 
his Mufti r. I he Servant told him, tie -ulus not ftir - 
ring* and bditied w ould not till '7 en or Eleven of the . 
Cloth , as being much weary and fatigued in coming off 
a Journey late laft Night. h>uuiii the Geullem«n, 

It is upon finch extraordinary Bufinefs 1 want to fee 
him, that 1 mtiji and will j'peak with him juft now. 
Upon ims Uigency the Servant went up to his Ma- 
i\ti and told him, There was a Gentleman below 
btai) s, who jays , he muft and will fipeak with you pi e- 
f ully. Gantt being coiffciou* of ibmewhat til ap- 
proaching him, flips on his Night-Gown, ai d comes 
dow n, and .teng ’twas the Gentleman he had robbed 
the Day before, raises him into a back Room, where 
the Gentleman told him. That he had lately ion owed 
fi bund) < d Pounds of him , which if he did not then 
pay, he mujl txpett to fed the utmoft Seventy of Juft 
tice. Ga/nt pays him the Money upon Sight ; and 
then he went to his Comrade's Houle in Chcapfidc , 
wheie making the lame Uproar as he did at the lame 
Place from w hence he came lafl, he got there another 
bundled pounds, by whicn lie was io much gainer. 

1 ho’ the Gentleman told the Story among all his 
Acquaintance, yet he would not cilcover the Perfons 
Nunes who robbed him: Nevfci thelt Is, the Matter 
tu n nois'd about fo much , that U came to the Ears 
of Can et and his Comrade, and they having a 
Guut> Conference and Diead that it would at lait be 
diiJoa’d, they went off by Night, and puriVd their 
oid Couiles more openly, till Garret beg in to be lo 
pubiickly noted over molt Countries in England, that 
he left off rubbing on the Highway, and turn’d 
Home-breaker, as iuppofing he fhould thus longer 
icjccn hi mi elf irom Jultice ; but long he had not prac- 
tis’d the Art of Felony aad Buiglury, before he was 
apprehended for breaking open the Houfe of one 
i bon. as King, in the County of Kent , and taking 
thence Money, Rings and Plate, to the Value ol 
thiee hundred Pounds and upwaids ; for which he 
was conuemned at the Affixes held at Roche ft er, on 
Monday the gth of March , 1718-19, before the 

Ri^ht Honourable the Lord Chief Juftice Pratt , and 
receiving Sentence of Death, was bang’d on the Sa- 
turday Seven- Night following, aged twenty nine 
Yeuas. 

CHRISTOPHER BANISTER was born at Co- 
lumpton in Devonshire , and put Apprentice to a Gun- 
Smith, and coming up to London , wrought for the 
Mailer of the Ordinance. He had lived near forty 
Years in Eaft Smithfield , and other Places contiguous 
to the Metropolis of this Nation, in which Time he 
had alfo followed the Employment of a Bailiff, and of 
jate Years that of lending Money upon Pawns. 

He had been amoft notorious Villain in all his Oc- 
cupation?, for when he belonged to the Tower, he 
was turn'd out by the Mafler of the Ordinance, for 
pilfering the royal Stores ; when he turned Bailiff, he 
would let poor People together by the Ears, and en- 
courage them to arrefl one another for the Value of 
a Groat ; take Bribes of them he were to arrelt, to 
cheat their Plaintiff ; and when he transformed him- 
felf into that moft deteflable and damnable Profeffion 
of a Pawn- broker, he would make the poor pay fifty 
per Cent for what they borrowed, and very often cheat 
them of their Pledges if any Thing valuable, efpeci- 
ally fiver Plate, Watches, or gold Rings. 

Among the many Sins he was addifted to, Whore- 
dom was very predominate in him, keeping a com- 
mon Jilt under his Wife’s Nofe, even in his own 
Houfe; again# whom, one Powel Revil having a 
Writ, and ferving it on her in Baniftcr s Houfe, h-e 
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ran up St ars for a Dagger then lyirg in his &J-I 
Cii imbcr, rt nJ coming down again, mem fly- 

murdered the afoitiaid Oflicei , whole Bioihcr fo u .* e 
ihort Time afterwards was one of the r I urnkeys to 
the Mailer Side of Newgate, and next a Tip-iLff lo . 
one of tne Courts of li efminftenHalL Tnis Mur- 
der was comm it. ed on the Eighth of January, ijtz- 
13, and he i viewed Sentence of Death for ii rhe 
Stifioiis iiext eniutng in the fame Month ; but thro* l ! 
tiie Ex| ence of .1 great ded of Money, which he then 
had by him, tie obtained ncr late Ms-Jelly ’s Pardon 
for it, and pleaded it there on Hhdnefday the 22th of 0 
Augu ft, 1713. H | it 

He was no foonsr ci charged, but he returned tG fi 
the wicked Courie of Life lie had been btibic addic. 
ted to; inlomuch, that in Procefsl of Time, by his f 
Progrefs in Iniquity, lie brougiit himfelf under the 
Lalli of the Law again, as being burnt in the Hand, 
on Saturday the 4111 of June 1 — I j , fora Felony. He 
was a little after try ’d ~c Maidjioue iu Kent, for rob- 
bing on the Highway ; and tho’ guilty of the Clime 
was yet acquitted lor Want of iLiScient Evidence. 

But at Jail Juflice purfuing this notorious Fellow, he 
was commititJ to Newgate, and at the Sefftons neld 
at the Old Bailty in Pibiuary 171S-I9, took his 
TiLl ioi jobbing on the Iliguw.^ ; vWiich take as 
follows. 

Cbiiftopher Banifter, of St. Botolph Aldoate, was 
indicled for aflaulting Dorothy Tbornpfon on the High- 
way, putting her in bodily Fear, and taking lioin 
her a Muflin Hood, value four Shillings aud ten 
Pence, the 2 ill of Jamtaiy lull, about 10 o’clock 
at Night. The Profecutor depos’d, that as fhe was 
coming out of Minories , the Pri loner cach’d her by 
the Throat and faid he’d Throttle her ; but fhe cry- 
ing out, a young Man came to her ACliance, wheie- 
upon the Prifoner fnatched her Hood off her Hekd, 
ane rtm away with it. She was pofltive the Prifoner 
was the Perlon ; and had on a laced Hat and white 
Cloak ; that fhe faw him plainly by the Light of two ' 
Lamp;, (one on each Side the D001) and knew him ; 
he having lived fome Time in the fame Street. 

The Prifoner deny’d the Fad>, and pleaded in his 
Defence, that about fourteen Month ago lie lent the 
Profecutor one Pound one Shilling and Six pence, 
for which he had a Note under her Hand, and pro- 
duced a Note in a Court, and that he arrefled her a 
Month ago for the Money, which was the Occaflon 
of this Profecution. He called one Mrs, Boon to* 
prove it, who fwore, that the Profecutor told her 
the Prifoner had arreiled her, but there was a Hoop- 
Petticoat Hole, and (he would fvvear it again# him. 
She farther depos’d, that the Profecutpr was a Wo- 
man of the Town, and that the Houfe fhe lived in had 
been reputed a Bawdy-Houfe above half a Year. 

He likewife called one Mr. Dawnes to diferedit the* 
Profecutor, who did not ; but gave him a very ill 
Charadter, and faid that they had fome Trouble to 
rout him out of the Neighbourhood, being afraid of 
being robbed by him every Night. 

The Profecutor deny’d the Note, or that fhe ever 
gave him one, or ever had any Dealings with him. 
She alfo called one Mrs. Meal to her Reputation,. ' 
who faid fhe was a very civil inJuflrious Woman, and 
made Perriwig Cauls for her Livelihood, which fhe- 1 
fold to the Baibers and Perriwig makers, and that Ihc 
lived in a private Houfe ofgood Repute. The Con- 
flable likewife depos’d, that he enquired after her in 
the Neighbourhood, and found a good Character of 
her; and that the Prifoner would have agreed it up 
both before and after they went beiore the Juflice. 
The Jury found him Guilty. 

Whillt he was under Sentence of Death, he was 

no 
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no Changelir", f *> r he would fuear, curfe, d -inn and 
fink in tne Condemned Hold, a> ii lie h..d not been to 
have died at dl ; and ben g convey’d in a Co. cn to 
Tyburn , on Monday the 23 i of March, i*Mb- 19, ne 
molt biafphemoufly faid. He was as innocent us oar 
Saviour: And afterwards was turned on tne Curt, 
aged fixrv Years. 

JOHN WHEELER was born in the P.-.riih of St. 
Bridget in London, and at about fix teen Years of Age 
v.">< put A nor entice to a Joyner in Bartholomew - 
Clote, vwuen is the Purifb of St. Bartholomew the 
Great, and having ferved out his Appreuuceiinp, lie 
became an Inmate m St. Sepulchre's Parilh for t*.e Lit 
nmc Years of his Lite, ni ail vvaich W.iiie he wrought 
Joui ney- work at hi* Trade, whereby he maintained 
hiinielf and his Family pretty well, for being a vciy 
good Workman lie was commonly in D liiuefs, bat 
only this was his Misfortune, tnat he never worked 
in any Houfe, but what he would be lure to rob, as 
foon as Opportunity ferved. 

He was induced to fohow a vicious Courfe of Life 
bv the Perluafion of a near Relation of nis, who w'as 
an Accomplice with him in molt of the Robberies 
which he committed. He was altogether for Houfe - 
breakmg, excepting once when he Hole a Horfe out 
of a Field at Hackney, from a Gentleman who fee, 
fach a Value upon his Beall, which coll him forty 
Pounds, that he was Jbly curling the Thief, whom 
11c could not difeover, for above a Twelvemonth. 

But when the abovefaid 'John Wheeler was wont to 
go upon any Burglary, or breaking open a Houfe in 
t.ie Night-Time, he commonly carried a young Kit- 
ten in his Co.tt-Pocket, lb that if he ffiould happen 
to make any Noife that fhould occafion the People to 
go and hearken at the Chamber-Door in which he 
was, he would feverely pinch the Kitten’s Tail, which 
making it to Mew very loud, the Liftners would re- 
turn from hearkening, faying, Is it you Mrs . Pujs ; 
e'en Mew and he poxt , what a clutter you make / the 
Devil is in you for catterwauling . So by this Means 
the Thief proceeded in his Robbery, without any 
farther Interruption. 

One Time Wheeler breaking into the Houfe of one 
Jhdder a Suoemiker, keeping a B.nvdy-Houfe in 
Denmark Court in the Strand , and there being at 
that Time a Covey of no Isis than half a dozen 


■ten. Murderers , &Lc. 403 

Whores Beeping and fnoring in their Beds, he pack’d 
up ill their Maine. ;us, Petticoats, Liunen, and every 
'1 hing chut was worth taking, as filk Stockings and 
laced b.ioe-, which throwing out to his Comrade; he 
jump’d ..ftcr, a:id went off. But in the Morning 
when the Strumpets emue to rife, and found all their 
Cloatks gone, what a Holobo-loo was there J worfe 
than what the wild Irijh make at the Funeral of a 
Bogtrottcr. There was fw earing and curfing, by 
Wholefale, till quite weary with venting Imprecations, 
they were obliged to lie in Bed till they could agree 
Vv Hu a ! J.y-i.iaii to new jig them. 

Another Time he broke into the Houfe of one 
Mr a . CLok, an eminent Mid wile, living in Exeter - 
jhett , out of which he Hole a large filver Cup, a do- 
zen of lilver Spoons, a dozen of fiiver Forks, a do- 
zen of filver halted Knives, befides , Money and rich 
Appa'd. He aifo robbeJ one Snead a Taylor, in 
the Strand, of two rich Suits of Clozths, which were 
made for a Perfon of Qualify, worth above eighty 
Pounds. Likewife he robbed one Mr. Cook an CJp- 
hollierer near the Star Inn in the Strand \ of a fet of 
rich Tapellry Hangings, worth two hundred and 
fifty Pounds. And he robbed one Mr. Athtnfon a 
Taylor in Fountain-Court in the Strand , of forty 
Pounds in Money, and a filver Tankard and Punch- 
Bowl. 

Whilfl he followed Thieving, with his Relation 
aforementioned, he broke open above a hundred 
Houfes in the Night-time, and robbed them ; but at 
lail being apprehended, and committed to Newgate 
for his moll notorious Villanies, he was try’d, con- 
victed, and condemn’d, at the Selffons -Houfe in the 
Old Bailey , upon two Indictments ; firff, for break- 
ing open the Houfe of one Samuel Mead, and Heal- 
ing thence ten pewter Difhes, thirty fix Plates, a brafs 
Porridge Pot, two Stew Pans, and other Goods, on 
the 20th of January, 1718-19; and fecondly, for 
another Burglary committed in the Houfe of one 
JoJhua Winefmore , out of which he took three filver 
Spoons, a filver Cup, and a filver quartern Pot, March 
the 4th, 1718 19. Whilft he was under Sentence, 
he gave Satisfaction to fome whom he had injur’d, 
particularly to a Gentlewoman whom he had robb’d 
of her wearing Apparel. He was executed alone at 
Tyburn , on Monday May the 25th, 1719, aged 32 
Years. 
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The LIFE of CATHERINE HAYES, 


C A the rlne Hally afterwards Catherine Hayes, 
was born in the Year 1690, at a Village on 
the Borders of iVarnxickJhire , within four 
Miles of Birmingham. Her Parents were fo poor 
as to receive the AiTiftance of the Parilh, and fo 
carelefs of the. Daughter, that they never gave her 
the leait Education. While a Girl (he difeovered 
Marks of fo violent and turbulent a Temper, that 
(he totally threw off all Refpeft and Obedience to 
her Parents, giving a Ioofe to her Paffions, and grati- 
fying herfelf in all her vicious Inclinations. 

About the Year 1705, fome Officers coming into 
the Neighbourhood to recruit, Kate was fo much 
taken with the Fellows in Red, that (he (Iroled away 
with them, till they came to a Village called Great 
Omberjley in JVarixickjhirc , where they very unge- 
neroully left her behind them. This Elopement of 
her Sparks drove her almoft mad, fo that (he went 
like a diftrafted Creature about the Country, till 
coming to Mr. Hayes % Door, his Wife in Compaf- 
iion took her in out of Charity, The elded Child 
in the Family was John Hayes the Deceafed, who 
being then about' 21 Years of Age, found fo many 
Charms in this Catherine Hall, that he quickly made 
Propofals to her of Marriage. There is no Doubt of 
their being readily enough received, and as they both 
were fenfible how difagreeable a Thing it would be 
to his Parents, agreed to keep it fecret. They quickly 
adjufted the Meafures that were to be taken, in order 
to their being married at IVorcefter . Mr. John Hayes 
pretended that he wanted fame Tools in the Way of 
his Trade, viz. that of a Carpenter, for which it 
was neceffary he (hould go to IVorcefter ; and under 
this Colour he procured alfo as much Money as was 
fufficient to defray the Expence of the intended Wed- 

CatherUe having privately quitted the Iloufe, and 
meeting at the appointed Place, they accompanied 
each other to IVorcefter , where the Wedding was foon 
celebrated. The fame Day Mrs. Catherine Hayes 
had the Fortune to meet with fome of her Acquaint- 
ance, who had dropped her at Omberjley ; who under- 
valuing where the Nuptials were to be folemnized, 
confulted among themfclves how to make a Penny of 
the Bridegroom. Accordingly, at Evening, jutt as 
Mr Hayes was got into Bed to his Wife, they coming 
to the Houfc where he lodged, forcibly entered the 
Room, and dragged the Bridegroom away, pretend- 
ing to imprefs him for her Majeily’s Service. T his 
Proceedina broke the Meafures Mr. John Hayes had 
concerted "with hi? Wife, to keep their Wedding fe- 
cret ; for finding no Redemption without a larger 
Sum’of Money than he was Mailer of, he was necef- 
fmued to let his Father know of his Misfort-.ne. Mr. 
Hayes hearing o! his Son’s Adventure, his Refent- 
ment did not extinguUh his Afte&ion for him as a 
Either but he refuived to deliver him from his 
Troubles ; and accordingly taking a Gentleman in 
;l,c Neighbourhood along with him, he went for 


U orcefter. At their Arrival there, they found Mr. 
John Hayes in the Hands of the Officers, who infil- 
led upon the detaining him (or her MajeUy’s Service; 
but his Father, and the Gentleman he brought with 
him, foon made them fenfible of their Error, and 
they were glad to difeharge him immediately. But 
Mrs. Catherine , who better approved of a travelling 
than a fettled Life, purfuaded her Hufband to enter 
himfelf a Voluntier, in a Regiment then at IVorcefter 
which he did, and went abroad with them, where he 
continued for fome Time. 

Mr. John Hayes being in Garrifon in the lfte of 
Wight , and not content with fuch a lazy, indolent 
Li(e, follicited his Father to procure his Difeharge, 
which at length he was prevailed upon to con fen t to; 
but the feveral Journeys he was neceffitated to take, 
and the Expences of procuring fuch Difeharge, 
amounted to about fixty Pounds. The Father then, 
the better to induce him to fettle himfeif in the 
Country, put him into an Eitate of ten Pounds per 
annum, but Mr. John Hayes reprefeming to his Fa- 
ther, that it was not poffible for him and his Wife to 
live on that, perfuaded his Father to let him have 
alfo a Leafebold of fixteen Pounds per annum ; upon 
which he lived during the Continuance o( the 
Leafe. 

The Characters of Mr. John Hayes and his Wife 
werevaflly different: He had the Repute of a fober 
honelt peaceable Man, and a very good Husband ; 
the only Objection againfl him was, that he was of 
too frugal a Temper, and rather too indulgent of his 
Wife. She was on all Hands allowed to be a very 
turbulent Perfon, never free from Quarrels in the 
Neighbourhood, and fomenting Dilputes to the 
Dillurbance of all her Friends. They lived in the 
Country for the Space of about fix Years, until the 
Leafe of the laft mentioned Farm expired ; about 
which Time, Mrs. Hayes perfuaded her Husband to 
leave the Country, and come to London. 

In the Year 1719, upon their Arrival in Town, 
they took a Houfe, Part of which they let out in 
Lodgings, and fold Sea Coal, Chandlery Ware CrY, 
whereby they lived in a handfome creditable 
Manner. In this Buunef3 they picked up Money, 
and Mr. Hayes received ths yearly Rent of the fir (l 
mentioned Eilatc, tho’ in Town, and by lending ouc 
Money in fmull Sums among!! his Country People 
improved the fame confiderably. She would frequent- 
ly, in (peaking of Mr. Hayes , give him the beft of 
Chambers ; tho’ to fome of her particular Cronies, 
who knew not Mr. Hayes's'l emper, (he would ex- 
claim again!! him, and fay, that it was no Sin to kill 
him, and that one Time or other (he might give 
him a Polt. Afterwards they renio\ed into Totten* 
ham Court-Road , where they lived for fome 'l ime, 
following the fame Eu fuel's as formerly 5 from whence 
about two Years afterwards they removed in to Ty- 
burn Road, a few Doors above where the Murtlier 
was committed, M here they lived about twelve 

Months, 


Pyrates, Highwaymen, Murderers, SCc. 


Months, Mr. Hayes ltili lupporting himfelf in lend- 
ing ouc Money upon Pledges, and (ometimes work- 
ing at his Profefiion, and in Husbandry, till it was 
computed he had picked up a pretty h.mdfome Sum 
of Money. About ten Months before the Murder, 
they removed to the Houle of Mr. If'hinyard , where 
theiMurther was committed, taking Lodgings up two 
Pair of Stairs. There it was, that Thomas Billings 
a Jaylor, who wrought Journey work about Mon- 
mouth free, under PieienCe of being Mrs. Hayes' a 
Countryman, came to fee them. They invited him 
to lodge with them ; he died lo, and continued in the 
Houfe till about fix' Weeks before the Death of Mr. 
Hayes. About the fame Time Thomas Wood, who 
was a Neighbours Son in the Country, and an intimate 
Acquaintance both of Mr. Hayes and his Wife, cajne 
to Town, and preffmg being at that Time very ho:, 
he was obliged to quit his Lodgings, whereupon Mr. 
Hayes very kindly invited him to accept of the Con- 
veniences of theirs. Wood accepted the Offer, and 
lay with Billings. In three or four Days Time Mrs. 
Hayes having taken an Opportunity, opened to him 
a Dcfire of being rid of her Husband, at which Wood 
?.s he very well might, was exceedingly furprized, 
and demonkrated the Ba lenefs as well as Cruelty 
there would be in fuch an Aftion, if committed by 
him, who befides the general Ties of Humanity, 
flood particularly oblig'd to him as his Neighbour 
and tiis Friend. Mrs. Hayes in order to hufh thefe 
Scruples, perfuaded him that her Husband was void 
of all Religion and Goodnefs, an Enemy to God, and 
therefore unworthy of his Protection ; that he had 
killed a Man in the Country, and deftroyed two of 
his and her Children, one of which was buried un- 
der an Apple-Tree, the other under a Pear-Tree, 
in the Country. To thefe fictitious Tales, (he ad- 
ded anotiier, which perhaps had the greateft Weight, 
viz That if he were dead fhe fhould be Miiterfs 
of fifteen hundred Pounds, And then , fays fh c 9 you 
may be M after thereof if ycu wifi help to get him 
out of the Way , Billings has agreed to it if youll 
make a Third , and Jo all may be ftuijhed without 
Da tiger, 

A few Days after this, flood's Occafions called him 
out of Town : On his Return, which was on the 
fiitf Day of March , he found Mr. Hayes and his 
Wife, and Billings , very merry together. Amongft 
other Things which palled in Converfation, Mr. Hayes 
happened to fay. That he and another Perfor. once 
d^Ank as much IFine beteen them, as came to a 
Guinea , without either of them being fuddled Bil- 
lings upon this propofed a Wager on thefe Terms, 
That half a dozen Bottles of the belt Mountain fhould 
be fetched, which if Mr. Hayes could drink without 
being difordered, then Billings fhould pay for it, 
but if not, then it fhould be at th« Colt of Mr. Hayesi 
who accepting of this Propofal, Mrs. Hayes and the 
two Men went to the Brawns Head in New Bond - 
jireet to fetch the Wine. As they were going thither, 
file put them in Mind of the Prepofition fhe made 
them to Murder Mr. Hayes , and laid they could not 
have a better Opportunity then when he fhould be 
intoxicated with Liquors ; whereupon Wood made An- 
Aver, that ic would be a mott inhuman Ad to 
Murder a Man in cool Blood, and that to* when he 
was in Liquor. Mrs Hayes had recourfe to her old 
Arguments, and Billings joining with her, Wood 
fufter’d himfelf to be over-power’d. When they 
came to the Tavern they called for a Pint of the bell 
Mountain, and after they hud drank it order’d a Gal- 
lon and a Half to be font home to their Lodgings ; 
which was done accordingly, and Mrs. Hayes paid 
Ten Shilling; and fix Pence for it, which \v:& what 
102 


405 

it enme to. Then they came all back and fat down 
together to fee Mr. Hayes drink the Wager, and 
winlc he fwallowcd the Wine, they called for two 
three full' Pots ol Beer, in order to emerain them- 
felves. 

Mr. Haves when he had nlmoft finifhed his Wins, 
began to grow very merry. Singing and Dancing a- 
bouc the Room, with all the Gaity which is natural. 
But Mrs. Hayes fearful of his not having his Dole, 
fent away privately for another Bottle, of which ha- 
ving drank fome aho, it quite finished the Work, by 
depriving him totally of his Undemanding ; howe- 
ver, reding into the other Room, he there threw 
himfelf a-crofs the Bed, and fell fait aileep. No 
fooner did his Wife perceive it, than fhe came to the 
two Men to go in and do the Work ; then Billings 
taking a Coal-Hatchet in his Hand going into the o- 
ther Room, (truck Mr. Hayes therewith on the Back 
of his Head, which Blow fractur’d his Skull, and 
made him, thro’ the Agony of the Pain, ftamp vio- 
lently upon the Ground ; infomKCh that it alarmed 
the People who lay in the Garret; and Wood fearing 
the Confequence, went in and repeated the Blows, 
tho* that was needlef:, Jlnce the fir ft was mortal of 
itfdf, and he already lay quiet. By this Time Mrs. 
Springatc , whole Hufband lodged over Mr. Hayes' s 
Head, on hearing the Noile, came down to enquire 
'the Reafon of it, complaining at the fame Time, 
that it fo difiurbed her Family, that they could not 
tell: Mrs. Hayes thereupon told her, That her Hus- 
band had had Jome Company with him , who growing 
men v with their Liquor were a little noify , but that 
they were going immediately, and defin'd jhe would be 
eafy. Upon this fhe went up again for the prefent, 
and the rhree Murderers began immediately to con- 
fult how 10 get rid of the Body. 

The Men were in fo much Terrour and Confufion, 
that they knew not what to do ; but the Wife of the 
Deceafcd quickly thought of an Expedient in which 
they all agreed, fhe laid, That if the Head was 
cut off, there would not be near fo much Difficulty in 
carrying off the Body , which could not be known. 

In order to put this Defign in Execution, they 
got a Pail, and fhe herfelf carrying the Candle, 
they all entered the Room where the deceafed lav* 
Then the Woman holding the Pail, Billinas drew 
the Body by the Head over the Bed fide, that the 
Blood might run the more freely into it; and U r ood 
with his Pocket Penknife cat it oif. AfToon as it was 
fevered from rhe Body, and the Bleeding was over, 
they poured the Blood down a Wooden Sink at the 
Window, and after it feveral Pails of Water in order 
to walk it quit away, that it might not be perceiv’d 
in the Morning ; however, their Precautions were 
not altogether effectual, for Springate the next 
Morning found feveral Clods of Blocd, but not fuf- 
pefling any thing of the Matter, threw them away ; 
neither had they efcaped letting fome Tokens of 
their Cruelty fall upon tile Floor, ttained the Wall 
of the Room, and even the Ceiling, which it may 
be fuppofed happened at the giving the firft Blow. 
When they had finifhed this Decollation, they a<*am 
confulted what was next to be done. Mrs. Hayes 
was for boiling it in a Pot, till nothing but the Skull 
remained, which would effectually prevent any bo- 
dy’s knowing to whom it belonged ; but the two 
Men thinking this too dilatory a Method, they re- 
folved to put it in a Pail, and go together and throw 
it in the Thames . Springate hearing a buttling in 
Mr. Hayes's Room for iome Time, and thenfome- 
body going down Stairs, called again to know who 
it was, and what was the Occafion of ic, (it being 
then aba at Eleven a Clock) to which Mrs. Hayes 
$ -k nr* f were J 
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anfwered, It ucas her Hu shard, 'll bo was going & 
'Journey into the Country . 

Billings and Wood being thus gone to difpofe of 
the Head, went towards Whitehall intending to 
have thrown it into the River there ; but the Gates 
being (hut up, they were obliged to go forward as 
far as Mr. Macretb's Wharf, near the l lor (e-Ferry 
at IVeftmiujler where Billings fetting down the 
Pail from under his Great Coat ; IPood tooV up the 
fame with the Head therein, and threw it into the 
Dock before the Wharf It was expefted the fame 
would have been carried away by the Tide, but the 
Water being then ebbing, it was left behind. There 
were alfe fome Lighters lying over-agninlt the Dock 
and one of the Lightermen walking then on board, 
faw them throw the Pail into the Dock, but by the 
Obfcurity of the Night, the Diftance, and having 
no Sufpicion, did not apprehend any thing of the 
Matter. Having -thus done, they returned home 
again to Mrs, Hayes's, where they arrived about 
Twelve a-Clock, and being let in, found the Wife 
of the Deceafed had been very bufily employed in 
walking the Floor, and feraping the Blood off from 
it, and from the Wall, &c y After which they all 
three went into the Fore-Room ; Billings and Wood 
went to Bed there, and Mrs. Hayes fat by them till 
Morning. 

In the Morning of the Second of March, about 
the dawning of the Day, one Rohinfon a Watchman 
faw a Man’s Head lying in the Dock, and a Pail near 
it : His Surprize occafioned his calling fome Perfons 
to affift in taking up the Head, and finding the Pail 
bloody, they conjectured the Head had been brought 
thither in it. Their Sufpicions were fully confnmed 
therein by the Lighterman, who faw Billings and 
Wood throw the fame into the Dock, as beforemen- 
tioned. It was now Time for Mrs. H ayes, Billings 
and Wood, to con fide r how they (hould difpofe of the 
Body : Mrs. H ayes and lf r ood propofed to put it in a 
Box, where it might lay concealed till a convenient 
Opportunity offered for removing it ; this being rp- 
proved of, Mrs. H ayes brought a Box, but upon their 
endeavouring to put’ it in, the Box was not big e- 
nough to hold it. They hid before wrapped it up 
in a Blanket, out of which they took it. Mrs. H ayes 
propofed to cut off the Arms and Legs, and they a- 
<rain attempted to put it in, but the Box would not 
hold it ; then they cut off the Thighs, and laying 
them Piece- meal in the Box, concealed them till 
Night. In the mean Time Mr. Hayes's Head, which 
had been fouud as before, had fufficiently alarmed the 
Town, and Iniormation was given to the neighbour- 
ing Jullices of the Peace. The Parifh Officers did all 
that was poffible towards the Difcovery of the Per- 
fons guilty of fo horrid an Aftion ; they caufed the 
Head to be cleaned, the Face to be wafhed from the 
Dirt and Blood, and the Hair to be combed, and 
then the Head to be fet upon a Pod in publick View 
in St. Margarets Church- Yard, Wefiminfter , that 
every Body might have free Accefs to fee the fame, 
with fome of the Parifh Officers to attend, hoping 
by that Means a Difcovery of the fame might be at- 
tained. The High-Conftable of Wefiminfter Liberty, 
alfo iffued private Orders to all the petty Conftnbles, 
Watchmen, and other Officers of that Diftrift, to 
keep a drift Eye on all Coaches, Carts. &c. p:. fling 
in the Night through their Liberty, imaginning that 
the Perpetrators of fuch a horrid Faft would endea- 
vour to free themfelves of the Body, in the fame Man- 
ner as they had done of the Head. Thefe Oiders 
were executed for fome Time, with all tl e Secrefy 
imaginable, under various Pretences, but infuccef- 
fully ; the Head alfo continued to be expod d for 
tome Days in the Manner before defer ibed, vs inch 


drew a prodigious Number of People to fee it, but 
without attaining any Discovery of the Murderers. 

On the Second of March in the Evening, Cathe- 
rine H ayes, Thomas floods and Thomas Billinas took 
the Body and disjointed Members out of the Box, ami 
wrapped them up in two Blankets, -viz. the Eodv in 
one, and the Limbs in the other ; Then Billings and 
Wood ffiil took up the Body, and about Nine a Clock 
in the Evening earned it by Turns into Mary-lc bone 
Fields, and threw the fame into a Pond, (.v hich Wood 
in the Day time had been hunting for) and returning 
back again about Eleven, took up tl e Limbs in t e 
other old Blanket, and carried them by Turns to 
the fame Place, throwing them in alfo. About 
Twelve o’Clock the fame Night, they returned back 
again, and knocking at the Door, were let in by 
Mary Springate. They went up to Bed in Mrs. 
Hayes's Fore-room, and Mrs. Hayes (bid with them 
all Night, fometimes fitting up, and fometimes lav- 
ing down upon the Bed by them. The fame Day 
one Bennet, the King’s Organ-maker’s Apprentice, 
going to Weftminfter to fee the Head, believed it 
to be Mr. Hayes'*, he being intimately acquainted 
with him, and thereupon went and informed Mrs. 

H ayes, that the Head expofed to View in St. Mar- 
garet's Church- Yard, was fo very like Mr. H ayes, 
that he believed it to be his ; upon which Mrs. H ayis 
afferted him that Mr. Hayes was very well, and ic- 
proved him very fharply for forming fuch an Opinion, 
telling him he mud be very cautious how he rais’d 
fuch talfe and fsandaious Reports, tor that he mbht 
thereby bring himbffinto a great deal df Trouble. 
This Reprimand put a Scop to the Youth’s mg 
any thing more about it. 'I he fame Day alfo Mr. 
Samuel Patrick having been at Wtflminfter to fee 
the Head, went from thence to Mr. Ct anger s at the 
Dog and Dyal in Monmouth Jh eet s wliere Mr. Hayes 
and his Wire were intimately acquainted, and told 
that the Head in his Opinion w s the moil like to 
their Countryman Hayes of any lie ever faw. 

Billings being there then at Work, fome of the 
Servants replied it could not be his, becaufe them 
being one of Mrs. Hayes's Lodgers there they ffiouid 
have heard of it by him if Mr. Hayes had been mif- 
fing, or any Accident had happen’d to him ; to which 
Billings made Anlwcr that Mr. Hayes was alive and 
well, and that he left him in Bed when he came to 
work in the Morning. The third Day of March , 
Mrs. Hayes gave ICocd a white Co..t and a pair of 
Leathern Breaches ofMr. Hirer’s, which he ca ried 
with him to Grccnfod, near Harroiv On the Will. 
Mrs. Springate obferving // 'ood carrying thefe Things 
down Stairs bund’ed up in a white Cloath told Mrs. 
Hayes, who replied it was a Suit of Cloaths he had 
borrowed of a Neighbour, and was going to carry 
them home again. On the Fourth of March, one Mrs. 
Longmore coming to Vifit Mrs. Hayes , enquiied 
how Mr. Hayes did and where lie was : lib. Hayes 
nnfwered, that he was gone to take a walk, and then 
enquired what News there was about Town. Her 
Vifiter told her that moll Peoples Difcourfe run upon 
the Matt's Head that had been found at D'efi- 
minfier. Mrs H ayes feemed to wonder very much 
at the wfekednefs of the Age, and excl .imed vehe- 
mently again ft fuch barbarous Murderers, adding, 
here is a Difcourfe too iaour Neighbourhood, ofi 
Woman who has been found in the fields mangied 
and cut to pieces. It may be fo reply’d, Mr>, Lour- 
mote, but I have heard nothing oi it. On the S x h 
of March , tie Par't/h Ofiicn s confidtring chat ; c 
might putnfy if it coutinuett longer in the Air, agreed 
w ith one Mr. lh efibrook, a Su/geon, to have it pre- 
fcrvcl in Spirits. He having accordingly provided, 
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2 proper GI ;fs put it therein, and fhewed it to all 
Perlons who were defirous of feeing; ; jettheMur- 
| ther remained full undifeover’d ; and no c a itiill . rul- 
ing the Multitude which had feen it, )et none pre- 
tended to be dire&ly pofitive to the Face, cho’ 
many agreed in their having feen it before. 

In cne mean I line Airs. Hayes quitted her Lod- 
ging?, and removed from where the Murther was 
committed to Mr. Jones's a D. ’filler in the Neigh- 
borhood, with Billings, JHood, and Sf» ingate, tor 
whom (he paid one Quarters Rent at her old Lod- 
gings. She now emp’oved herfelf in getting as 
niucn of her ILifinmis Effects as pofuble lhe could ; 
and arr.ongfl other P.pers and Securities, finding a 
Bard due to Mr. Hayes from John Davis, who 
had m.AH'ied Air. Hayes's Siller, The conlulted how 
to get in that Momr\ : To which purpofe lhe fent 
for one Mr. Leonard My/ing-. a Barber, and told him, 
tint lhe knou.ii g him to be her Hu/bancEs particular 
Friend, and he then being under fome Misfortune:, 
thro’ which fi'-e feared he would roc p.iefendy re- 
turn, lhe knew not how to recover feveral Sums of 
Money tnut were due to him, unlefs by fending fic- 
titious Letters in his Name, to the feveral Pei Tons 
from whom the fame was due, Mr. My ring consider- 
ing the Confequences of fuch a Proceeding, declining 
it. But die prevailed upon fome other Perfon to 
write Let*cr^ in Mr. Hades's Name, particularly 
or.e to his Mother on the 14th of Match, to de- 
mand "I cn Pounds of the aboven.entior.ed Mr. Da- 
lis, tin earning if he refufed, to fue h‘m ft r it. 

'1 ms Letter Air. Hayes's Mother received, and ac- 
quainting her Son in -Law Davis with the Contents 
theieof, lie offered to pay the Money on fending 
down the Bond, of which file by a Letter acquaint 
,ed Mrs. Hayes on the Tw enty-fecond of the Lme 
Month. 

Daring thefe Tranf.ietion?, feveral Pcrfoi ? cr.me 
daily to Mr. H ep brook's to fee the Head. A poor 
Worn m at Kiugfand, whofe Hu/bund had been mif- 
fing the Day before ;t was found, was one amorglt 
tnem. She at firfl Sight fenced it bore feme Re- 
lemblance to that of her Hu/band, but w*as not po- 
* f.tive enough to fuear it; yet her Sufpicion as fir fl 
1 was (ufiicient to ground a Report, which flew about 
I tile lown in the Evening, and fome Enquiries were 
1 rn.:ce vfter the Budy of cLe Perfon to whom it was 
fuppes’d to be'ong, but to no Purpcfe, Mrs. Hayes 
in the mean W.iile took all the Pains imaginable to 
propigue a Story of Mr. Hayes's withdrawing on 
Account of an unlucky Blow he had given a Perfon 
in a Qu.iriel, and which made him app:e«.enfi\e of a 
ProfVcution, though he was then in Treaty with 
the Widow in order to make it up. This Story 
fhe at firfl to.’J with many JrjsndLons of Secrefy, 
to Perfons who fhe had good Reafons to believe, 

I would cell it again. It happened in the Interim, 
th.it one JoJepb Ajhhy, who hed been an intimate 
Acquaintance cf Mr. Hayes's, came to fee her: She 
w cn a great dej of pic tended Concern, communi- 
1 cited tiie Tale lhe h id framed to him. Mr. AJhby 
aiked whether the Peifon he had killed was him 
to whom the Head belonged. She laid. No ,* the 
Man wi.o died by Mr. Hayes’s Blow, was buried 
entire, and Mr. Haws lad given, or was about to 
give, a Security to pay tie Widow fifteen Pounds 
per annum, to Ivfv it up. Mr. Ajhby enquired r.exr, 
H - eie Mr. I T) e$ was gone. She laid, to Portugal, 
with three or four fot eign Genthmen ; and he theie- 
upon t kk his Leave. But going from thence to 
Mr. lu *"v Longmore' s, Coufin to Mr. Hayes , he le- 
1 :ted to him the Story Mis. Ha\es had told him, 
and c\ p re. Ted 1 great deal of DifTuLfattion thereat. 


defiring Mr. Longmore to go to her and make the 
fame Enquiiv as he had done, but without taking 
Notice tuey had feen one another. Mr. Longmore 
went thereupon diiedPy to Mrs. Hayes's and en- 
quired in a peremptory To: e tor her Hi. (band. She 
in Anfwer fi.d, &be fuppos'd Mr. Alhby had ac- 
quainted him with the Misfortune which bad befal- 
len him. Mr. Longmote repbed. He had not fc/i 
Mr. Afhhy for a corf Per able Time, and k>;ew Hi- 
thing of Hs C.ufis Mi fortune. He then a iked if 
lie was in Pi i fun fur Debt? She anfw e:ed him, Mo, 
't~vas wo fe than flat. Mr. Longmoie again im • 
portuning her to know what he had done, to occu- 
fion his abfcondir.g fo, fa>ing, 1 fippofe he has net 
murdeitd any Body ? fhe replied, He had, and bec- 
koning him to come on the Suir.% related to him 
the Story as beforementioned . Mr. Lcngmoi e being 
inquifitive W'hjch Way he w f as gone, fhe told him 
in;o Herefordjhtre , and that he had taken four Pif- 
tols with him for his Security, one under each Arm, 
and two in his Pockets. Mr. Longmore snfwered, 
’[would be dangerous for him to travel in that Man- 
ner, becaufe any Perfon feeing him fo armed, might 
caufe him to be apprehended on Sufpicion of being 
an Highwayman. She afifared him, that once he 
was apprehended on Sufpicion of being an Hrgliwa) - 
man, but that a Gentleman who knew him, acci- 
dentally came in, and feeing him in Cufiody, palled 
his Word lor his Appearm.ee, by which he was 
difeharged. Mr. Longmo? e made Anfwer, that it 
was very improbable he was ever flopped on Sufpi- 
cion of being an U'gnwaymar, and difeharged up- 
on a Mm’s only p-iFmg his Word for his Appear- 
ance. He then demanded whic.i Way he was fup- 
plied with Money for his Journey ? She told him, 
lhe had fewed twenty-fix Guineas into his Cloathr, 
and that he had about feventecn ShiJlirgs in new 
Silver. She added, that Spt ingate who lodged there 
was privy to the w'hole Tranfatfion, fur which 
Rcafon the paid a Quarters Rent for her at her old 
Lodgings and the better to maintain what fhe had 
averred, called Springate to jollify the Truth of it. 
In concluding the Dilcourfe, fhe reflected on the 
unkind Uibge of Mr. Hayts towards her, which 
farprized Mr, Longmore , more than any Thing elfe 
fhe had faid, becaute he had often been a Wit;.el*3 to 
her giving Mr. Hayes the Character of a mod in- 
dulgent tender Hufband. 

Mr. Longmore then took his Leave of her, and re- 
turned back to his Friend Mr. Ajhby ; when after 
comparing their feveral Notes together, they judg- 
ed that Mr. Hayes mull have’ had very nl PLy 
Ihewn him: upon w hich they agreed logo to Mr. 
Eaton a Lifeguardman, who was alfo an Acquain- 
tance of Mr. Hayes's, which accordingly they did, 
intending him to have gone to Airs. Hayes alfo, 
to have heard what Relation lhe would give him 
concerning her Hufband. They went and enquired 
at feveral Places for him, but he was not then to 
be found ; upon which jehey went down to ITejD 
min per to fee the Head at Mr. Wtfbt ook's. Mr. 
Afohy fir It went op Stairs to look cn .t, and coming 
down, told Mr. Longmore he really thought it to be 
Mr. Hayes's Head ; upon which Mr. Longmore went 
op to fee it, and after examining it moie particu- 
larly, confirmed their Sufpicion. Then they retain 
ed to feck out Air. Eaton, ar.d finding him a: 
Home, informed him of ts.eir Pnsc.euing-, with tie 
Reafons on which their Safpicions were grounded,, 
ar.d compelled him to go with them :o enquire into 
the Affair. Air. Eaton preflhd them to iby Dinner 
with him, which at hi if they agreed to, but after al- 
terin'* their Mind?, v.ci.tafl down :c Mr. :rr’S 
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Houfc, and there renewed their Sufpicions, not on- 
ly of Mr. Hayes' s being murdered, but alfo that ills 
wife was privy to the fame ; but in order to be 
more fully fatisfied, they agreed that Mr. Eaton 
flioald in a Day or two’s Time go and enquire for 
Mr. Hayes , taking no Notice of his having feen 
them. In the mean Time Longmore' s Brother inter- 
fered, faying, That it feemed apparent to him , that 
his Coufin Hayes had been murderer , and that Mrs. 
Hayes appeared Guilty, with Wood and Billings, 
•who, Jhe told him , had drank with him the Light 
before his 'Journey. He added, moreover, that he 
thought Time was not to be delayed , becauje they 
might remove from their Lodgings upon the leaf Ap m 
prehenfons of a Difcovery . 

His Opinion prevailed as the molt reafonable, ar.d 
Mr. Longmore laid, they would go about it immediate- 
ly. Accordingly to Mr. Juilice Lambert he immedi- 
ately applied, and acquainted him with the Grounds 
of their Sufpicions, and their Defire of his granting 
a Warrant for the Apprehending of the Parties. The 
Jufticc, on hearing the Story, not only readily com- 
plied with their Demand, but faid alfo, he would 
get proper Officers to execute it in the Evening, a- 
bout Nine o’Clock ; putting Mrs. H ayes, Thomas 
IFood , Thomas Billings, and Mary Springate , into* a 
fptcial Warrant for that Purpofe. At the Hour ap- 
pointed they met, and Mr. Eaton bringing two Of- 
ficers of the Guards along with hina, they went al- 
together to the Houfe where Mrs. Iiaycs lodged. 
They went direttly in, and up Stairs, at which Mr. 
Jones who kept the Houle, immediately demanded 
who and what they were ? He was anl'wered, that 
they were Efficiently authorized in all that they did, 
defiring at the fame Time to bring Candles, and he 
fhould fee on what Occafion they came. Light be- 
ing brought, they went all up Stairs together. Juf- 
tice Lambert wrapped at Mrs. Hayes's Door with 
his Cane. She demanded who was there, for fhc 
was in Bed, on which fhe was bid to get up and 
open the Door, or they would break it open. After 
fomc little Time taken to put on her Cloaths, fhe 
came and opened it, and as foon they were in the 
Room, they faw Billings , who was fitting upon her 
Bed-fide, without cither Shoes or Stockings on. 
The Juilice afk’d whether he had been in Bed with 
her ? She faid no, but that he fat there to mend his 
Stockings. Why then, replied, Mr. Lambert, he had 
very good Eyes to fee to do it without Fire or 
Candle. Hereupon they feized him too, and leav- 
ing Perfons belosv to guard them, went up and ap- 
prehended Springate ; and after an Examination, in 
which they would confefs nothing, committed Bil 
lings to New-Prifon, Springate to the Gate*houfe, 
and Mrs. H ayes to Tothill Fields Bridewell. 

Mrs. H ayes was very Affiduous in contriving fuch 
a Method of Behaviour as might carry the greatest 
Appearance of Innocence. She entreated Mr. Long- 
more that fhe might be admitted to fee the Head, 
and Mr Lambert ordered her to have a Sight of it 
as fhe came from Tothill Fields Bridewell to her 
Examination. Accordingly Mr. Longmore attending 
the Officers ordered the Coach to Hop at Mr. Weft - 
brook's Door, and as fuon as we was admitted into 
the Room fhe threw her fell down upon her Knees, 
crying out in great Agonies, Oh it is my dear Hus- 
band’s Head ! it is my dear Hufbands Head ! and 
embracing the Glafs .in her Arms, killed the out- 
fide of itfeveral Times. Mr. Weftbrook coming in, 
told her, that if it was his Head lhe fhould have a 
plainer View of it, fo taking it out of the Glafs by 
the Hair lie brought it to her: She taking it in lie r 
Arms, killed it, and feemed in great Confuiion, with- 
all begging to have a Lock cl his H;;ir ; lut Mr. 


Weftbrook replied, that he was afraid lhe had had toe 
much of his Blood already ; At which lhe fainted 
-way, and after recovering, was carried t & Mr., 
Lambert, to be examined before him and fomc ether. 
Julticcs of the Peace. While thefe Things were in 
Agitation, one Mr. Huddle and his Servant walk- 
ing in Mary- le r bone Fields in the Evening, cfpied 
fomething l>ing in one of the Ponds, which after 
they had examined, found to be the Leg s. Thighs, 
and At ms of a Man. They being very much fur- 
prized at this, determined to learcli farther ; and 
the next ^ Morning getting AfMance drained the 
Pond, where to their further AUoniihment they 
pulled out the Body of a Man wrapped up in a 
Blanket, with the News of which, Wnile Mrs. Hayes 
was under Examination, Mr. Crrjly a Con (table cade 
down to the Julticcs, not doubting but this was the 
Body of Mr. Hayes. Yet tho’ lhe was frmewhat 
confounded at the new Difcovery made herebv , fhc 
could not be prevailed on to make any Acknowledg- 
ment of her knowing any thing of the Fad ; where- 
upon the Juitices who examined her, committed 
her that Afternoon to Newgate, the Mob attend- 
ing her thither- with as loud Acclamations of Joy 
at her Commitment, as if they were already con- 
vinc’d of her Guilt. 

Sunday Morning following, Thomas Wood came to 
I own from Greet ford near Hartow, having heard 
nothing of the taking up of Mrs. Hayes , Billings , 
or Springate. The firft Place he tyent to, was Mrs. 
Hayes's old Lodging, where lie was anfwrr’d tint 
fhe was removed to Mr. Jones's a Diltillcr, a little 
farther in the Street ; thither he went, where the 
People, knowing him to be fufpefted of the Mur- 
thcr, faid Mrs. Hayes was gone to the Green- Dra- 
gon in King's/beet, which is Mr. Longmore' 5 Houfc, 
and a Man who was there ,told him moreover that 
lie was going thither and would fhew him the way. 
Wood, being on Horfeback followed him, and he 
led him the way to Mr. Longmore's Houfe ; when 
Mr. Longmore's Brother coming to the Door, and 
feeing Wood, immediately feized him, and unherf* 
Eg him dragged him in , Doors, lent for Officers 
and charged them with him on fufpicion of the 
Murder. From thence lie was carried before Mr. 
Jujlice Lambert, who afked him many Qucitions in 
Relation to the Murder, but he would confefs no- 
thing, whereupon he was committed to Totbill-Fields 
Bridewell. While he was there he heard the .vari- 
ous Reports of Perfons concerning the Murder, and 
Judging it impoffible to prevent a Difcovery or evade 
the Proofs that were againll dim, he refolvcd to 
make an ample Confellion of the whole Affair; of 
which Mr. Lambert being acquainted, he, with John 
Mohun and Thomas Salt , Eiqrs. two other [uliices of 
the Peace, went to Totbill-Fields Bridewell , to take 
Lis Examination, in which lie fccm’U very ingenious 
and ample, declaring all the particulars before men- 
tioned, with this Addition, that he had been drawn 
into the Commiffion thereof partly thro’ Poverty, 
and partly thro’ her crafty Infinuations, who by 
feeding him with Liquors, had fpirited him up to 
the Commiffion of fuch a Piece or Barbarity. He 
farther acknowledged, that ever fince the Commii- 
fion of the Fa£t, he had had no Peace, but that every 
Day, before he came from Greet ford, he was fully 
periuuded within himfelf, that he ffiould be feized for 
the Marcher when ne came to i own, notwithstand- 
ing which, he could not refrain coming, tho’ un- 
der a kind of Certainty of being t. kin, and dying 
for she F..6L 

Having thus made a full and ample Confeslion, 
and f.gned the fame, on the aych of Ma>ch, his 
Mittimus v*r.s made by Juilice Lambert, and ;,e uas 
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committed tn Newgate, whether he was carried un- 
der a guard of a Serjeant .*nd eig ;t Soldiers, with 
Mufquets and Biyonet?, to keep ofY the Mob, who 
were I'o exalperateu again It the Adors of fuch a piece 
of Barbarity, that wituout that Caution it would have 
been very dihicult to have carried him thither 
alive. t+rfd fy% 4 > 

On Monday the 28th of Marco,j. after Mrs. Hayes 
was committed to Newgate, being the Day after 
Ih'ooTs Apprehenfion, Jofepb Mercer going to fee 
Mrs. Hayes , fhe to d him as he was Thomas Bil- 
lings' i hrte.id as well as he*s, fhe defined he would 
go to him and tell him, ’twas in vain to deny any 
longer the Murder of her Husband, for they were 
equally guilty, and both mull die for it. Billings 
hearing this, and chat Wood was apprehended, and 
had fully ccnfefs’d the whole Affair, thought it 
necdlefs to perlill any longer in a Denial, and there- 
fore the next Day, being the 29th of March , he 
made a full and plain Diicovery of the whole Faff, 
agreeing with H'ood in all the Particulars ; which 
Confcllion was made and figned in the Prefence of 
Gideon Harvey and Oliver Lambert , Efqrs; two of 
His Majeily’s Juftices of the Peace, whereupon he 
was removed to Newgate the fame Day that Wood 
was. Wood and Billings acquitting Springate of the 
aforefaid Murder, fhe Wis foon difcharged from 
her Confinement ; but this Difcovery making 3 great 
Noife in the Town, divers of Mrs. Hayes's Acquain- 
tance, went to vifit her in Newgate , and examin’d 
into the Reafous that induced her to commit the fa ; d 
Fad, Her Acknowledgment in general was that 
Mr. Iiayes had proved but an indifferent Husband 
to her ; that one Night he cams home drunk and 
llruck her; that upon complaining to Billings and 
brood , they, or one of them, faid, fuch a Fellow 
ought not to live, and that they would murder him 
for a Halfpeny. She took that , Opportunity topro- 
pofe her bloody. Intentions to them, and her Willing - 
nefs that they lhould do fo ; that fhe was acquainted 
with their Defign, heard the Blow given to Mr. 
Hayes by Billings , and then went with Woodto tfeent- 
into the Room ; that the held the Candle while his 
Head was cut off, and in Excufe for this bloody Fad, 
faid, the Devil was got into them all that made them 
do it. When fhe \va* made fenfible that her Crime 
in Law was not only Murder but petty Treafon, 
fhe began to fhevv great Concern indeed, making 
Enquiries into the Nature of the Proof which was 
neceffary to conviA, having pofleffed herfelf with a 
Notion, that unlefi it appeared fhe murthered him 
with her own Hands, it would not touch her Life; 
and therefore fhe was very angry that either 
Billing s or Wood fhould acknowledge her guilty of 
the Murther, and lubjed her to that Punifhment 
which of all others fhe molt feared ; often repeat- 
ing it, that it was hard they would net fuffer her 
to be hanged with them. 

There are a Set of People about Newgate , who 
get their Living by impofing on unhappy Criminals, 
and perfuading them that Guilt may be covered, 
and Juflice avaded, by certain artful Contrivances in 
which they profefs themfelves Maflers. Some of 
thefe h?d got accefs to this unhappy Woman, and 
had inf I tiled into her a Notion, that the Confeffion 
of H'ood and Billings could no Ways affed her 
Life. This made her rsinly imagine, that there was 
no positive Proof agaii.lt her, and that Circuinfhnti- 
als only, would not conrid her. For this Rea Ion 
fhe refolvcd to put herfelf upon a Trial contrary to 
her fint Intentions. Accordingly being arraigned, 
fhe pleaded sot Guilty, and put hciicn upon her 
is>3 
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T rial. Wood and Billings , both ple-ded Guilty to 
tue fame Indidment ; tic the fame Time ackn jw- 
ledging tjieir Guilt, and dehiing to make Attune* 
mene for the lame by the Lot- ot their Blood; c y 
praying the Court would be gucioufL p!e<*fi . to 
favour them to much as to difpenle with their b'ji..g 
hanged in Chains, 

Mrs. Hayes having thus put herfelf upon her Trial, 
the King’s Council opened the Indictment, f*. 'mg 
forth tne Heiniou mefs of the Fad, the premo . i 
Intentions, and inhuman Method 0f.1d.ng it. . en 
Richard Bromage , Robert Wilkins, Ltonutd , ~ 
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Springate and Richard Bows were called mu» Coart ; 
the Subftunce of xvhofe Evidence tnut 1 ,e Pii- 
foncr^ being interrogated about the M.itisr, w m 
m Newgate , faid. The Devil put it / to he Head; 
but however , John Hayes was none oj she Ltjt of 
Husbands , for jhe had been half tiarved ever free 
fit was married to him ; th $ fhe d d not in the leaf 
repent of any Thing Jbe had done, but only* drawing 
thofc two poor Men into this Misfortune ; that fhe 
was fix lf / *eks importuning them to do it, that they 
denied it two or three limes, hut at Lift agreed ; 
that floe war in the Foie Room on the fume Floor 
when he was killed \ that when he was quit dead, 
floe went in and held the Candle whilft Wood cut his 
Head off ; that it would fignify nothing to make a 
long Preamble, jhe could hold up her Hand, and Jdy 
fhe was guilty, for nothing could fave her, nobody 
could forgive her ; that the fiiji Occafnn of this De- 
figu to tmirtber him was, beiaufe he came home one 
Night and beat her; upon w men Billings nnu, ebss 
Fellow defervts to be killed, and f h'ood, find he'd 
be his Butcher for a Penny. M my otner Circuai- 
ftances equally with thefe appeared, Mid a Cioud of 
Vv ime/Tes, many of whom, the Thing appearing f# 
plain, were fent away unexamined. S.,e nenelf 
confefTedat the Bir, her previous Knowledge of their 
Intent, ) et foohflJy infixed on her Innocence, be- 
caufe the Fad was not committed by tier own 
* Hands. The Jury without flaying long to confider 
on it, found ner Guilty, and ihe wa* taken from cne 
Bar in a very weak and faint Condition. On her 
Return to Newgate, fhe was vifited by feveral Per- 
Tons of her Acquaintance, who where fo far from 
doing her any Good, chat they rather interrupted her 
in thofe Preparations which became her. One old Gent- 
tleman indeed, who feemed to have no otner Motive 
in coming to fee her, took an Opportunity of tiiltour- 
fing to her in a fuitable and very rational Manner. 
This Diicourfe was taken down, but is too ion* to 
infer u 

When they were brought up to receive Sentence, 
Wood and Billings renewed their former Reqjefl to 
the Court, that they might not be hung in Chains. 
Mrs. Hayes alfo made Ufe of her former AfTcrtino, 
that fhe was not guilty ofadually committing the 
Fad, and therefore begged of tnc Court, that (he 
might at leaf! have fo muth Mercy fhewn her, as 
not to be burnt alive. The J edges then fentenced 
the two men, with the other Maiefidors to be hang- 
ed, and Mrs. Hayes, as in all Cafes of Petit-Trea- 
for, to die by Fire at a Stake ; at which fhe fcre^m- 
ed, and being carried b.*ck to Newgate, fell into vi- 
olent Agonies. Perhaps no Body ever kept their 
Thoughts fo long and fo clofely united in the* World, 
as appeared by the frequent *MciTges fne fen: to 
Wood and Billings ; and that Tend erne fs which fhe 
e.xprefTed for both of them, lamenting in the lb f tell 
"l eans, her having involved -tcofe two poor Men 
to the Cocnm.'fSou of a Fad, for which they were 
5 M now 
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now to lofe their Lives : fn which indeed, they 
deferved Pity, fince they were Perfons of unblemii'h- 
ecf Charaders until mifledby her. 

As to the Senfe fne had of her own Circumftances, 
there has been fcarce any in her State known to 
behave with fo much indifference. She faid often, 
that Death was neither grievous nor terrible to her 
in itfelf, but was in fome Degrees fhocking from the 
Manner in which fhe was to die. Her fondnefs for 
Billings hurried her into Indecencies of a very ex- 
traordinary Nature, fuch as fitting with her Hand in 
his at Chapel, leaning upon his Shoulder, and refu- 
fing upon being reprimanded, to make any Amend- 
ment in Refpeft of thofe fhocking Paffages, be- 
tween her and the Murderers of her Husband. One 
of her Iaft Expreffions was to inquire of the Exe- 
cutioner, whether he had hang’d her dear Child ; 
and this, as fhe was going from the Sledge to the 
Stake, fo ftrong and lading were the Taflions of this 
Woman. 

The Friday Night before her Execution, being 
a flu red fhe fhould die on the Monday following) fhe 
had procured a Bottle of ftrong Poifon, defigning to 
have taken the fame ; but a Woman who was in the 
Place with her touching it with her Lipes found it 
burnt them to an extraordinary Degree, and fpilling 
a little on her Handkerchif, perceived it burnt that 
alfo ; upon which fufpetting her Intention, fhe broke 
the Viol. On the Day of her Execution fhe was at 
Prayers, and received the Sacrament in the Chapel, 
where fhe dill fhewed her Tendernefs for Billing:, 
About Twelve the Prifoners were feverally carried tc 
Execution ; Billing: with eight others for various 
Crimes were put into three Carts; and Catherine 
Hayes was drawn upon a Sledge. Billing: with 
wght others, after having had fome Time for their 
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private Devotion?, were turned off. After which 
Catherine Hayes being brought to the Stake, was 
chained thereto with an iron Chain, running round 
her Waift, and under her Arms, and a Rope about 
her Neck, which was drawn thro’ a Hole in the Pod; 
then the Faggots, intermixed with light Brufh, 
Wood, and Straw, being piled all round her, the 
Executioner put Fire thereto in fcvcral Places, which 
immediately blazing out, as foon as it reached her, 
with her Arms fhe pulhed down thofe that were be- 
fore her, when fhe appeared in the Middle of the 
Flames as low as her Waift. 

The Executioner got hold of the End of the Cord 
which was round her Neck, and pulled it tight, in 
order to flrangle her, but the Fire foon reach his 
Hand and burnt it, fo that he was obliged to let go 
again. More Faggots were immediately thrown up- 
on her, and in about three or four Hours fhe was re- 
duced to Afhes : In the mean time Billings's Irons 
were put upon him as he was hanging on the Gal- 
lows ; after which being cut down, he was carried 
to the Gibbet, about one hundred Yards Diftance, 
and there hung up in Chains. 

Mrs. Hayes fome time before her Execution, con- 
fidently averred, that Billings was the Son both of 
Mr. Hayes and herfelf ; that his Father not liking 
him, he was put out to Relations of hers, and took 
the Name of Billings from his God father : But Mr. 
Hayes* s Relations confidently deny’d all this, and he 
himfelf faid he knew nothirg more, than that he 
called a Shoemaker, Father, in the Country, him- 
felf being put Apprentice to a Taylor, with Whom 
he ferved his Time, and then came up to London t© 
Work Journey-work. 
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The LIFE of Mr. ROBERT FOULKES. 


T HIS 'unhappy Gentleman was a Divine of 
the Church of England , and had been very 
much' efteem’d for his Learning, and Abili- 
ties : Few Men were more capable of ihining in a 
Church, or had a greater Share of that facred Elo- 
quence, fo requihte in a Pre-icher. He was Minifter 
of Stanton-Lacy in the County of Salop , where he 
was exceedingly follow’d and admir’d till his Crimes 
came to be known ; and where he might have been 
belov’d till Death in a natural Way had taken him 
hence, and then univerfaliy lamented, if his Heart 
had been as well furnifh’d with Grace, as his Head 
was with Knowledge, and his Tongue with Ex- 
prellions. 

A young Gentlewoman of a confiderable Fortune,, 
who had been left an Infant by her Parents, was 
committed to his Care by her Executors, as to a 
Man’ who they trufted, would not only deal juflly 
by her, but a!fo inftruft her betimes in the Princi- 
ples of Religion, and her feveral Duties as a Chrif- 
tian. But, alas ! how weak is human Nature, and 
how foon arc we tempted afide from the Ways of 
Piety ! Mr. Foulkes , inftead of anfwering the Purpofe 
of the young Woman’s Friends, was Toon fmitten 
with her Charms, and took an Opportunity of dif- 
covering a criminal Portion for her, tho' he had at 
that Time a virtuous Wife and two Children living. 
The young Lady too eafily contented to gratify his 
Lull, and they continued their Converfation together 
till fhe became pregnant. 

All the Means he could think of to procure Abor- 
tion were now try’d, and they all prov’d ineftedlual , 
fo that they mull be both expos’d to Scandal, un- 
lefs fte could be remov’d to fome conveniect Place, 
remote from the Eyes of the World, and from the 
Jealoufies of Mrs. Foulkes , where fhe might be de- 
liver'd of her Burden, which was not yet perceiv’d. 
A plaufible Excufe for his going up to London was 
foon form’d, and for his taking Mil's along with him, 
who at that Time was under twenty Years of Age. 
When they were arriv’d in Town, they took a 
Lodging in York- Buildings in the Strand , where fhe 
lay in, and where ((hocking to think of! ) the Child 
was privately murder’d, to prevent the Infamy that 
might follow. 

But divine Vengeance would not fufFer this hor- 
rible Deed to remain long conceal’d \ for before 
Mr. Foulkes Went out of Town, the Girl was exa- 
min’d upon the Sufpicion of fome Women, when 
fhe confcfs’d the whole, and charged Mr. Foulkes 
with the Murder ; who was thereupon apprehended 
and committed to Newgate; in a fhort Time after 
which he was condemn’d at the Seiko ns- Ho ufe in the 
Old-Bailey , upon the Evidence of the young Wo- 
man, On the thirty firft of January , 1678-79, he 
was executed at Tyburn, when he made the follow* 
iug Speech to the Spectators. 


Good Chrijlian People, 

4 T Intend not to make any long Difcourfe at 
‘ X ^is Time, and I hope no Body will expeft 
‘ it of me! What I have to fay more particular- 

* ly is exprefs’d in a Paper which I have fent to the 

* Reverend Dr. Lloyd, Dean of Bangor , and which 
4 I have defir’d him to publifh. As I fliall by and 
1 by anfwer to the God of Truth, there is no- 
c thing but the Truth therein contain’d, and my 
‘ Cafe is fet in a better Light than I could poffibly 

* have fhewn it in here. 

‘ In a few Words therefore, 

1 You may fee in me what Sin is, and what it 
‘ will end in : You may fee in me the lamenta- 
‘ b!e and irreparable Mifchiefs ofUncleannefs and 
‘ Hypocrify; and in particular, what it is for one 
c who was a Member of Chriil, to make himfeif 

* the Member of an Harlot. It is a Sin that fel- 
‘ dom goes fingly and alone : It is the Mother- 

* Sin to a great many more, and they more ugly 

* and deformed than itfelf : I have found fo by fa- 

* tal Experience. It led me to Lying, Oaths, and 
‘ Execrations, to conceal and defend it : Nay, I 

* went further, to advife, contrive, and aflift in 

* what might procure Abortion ; which certainly* 

4 in the Sight of God, was Murder in Intention! 

‘ Nor flopp’d I there, but went forward to Murder 
4 in A 61 and Execution ; for which crying Sin I am 

* come hither to fatisfy the Laws of the King- 

* dom, and I acknowledge the Juftice of my Sen- 
4 tence. And Oh ! that you may fear and tremble 

* at God’s holy and righteous Judgments, which 

* have now overtaken me ; and that, from my Ex- 
‘ ample, you may be warned to avoid the Snares 
e of a whorifh Woman, and keep the Marriage* 

* Bed undefil’d. 

‘ Beware of hypocrital Pretences to Religion, and 

* of coming to the holy Sacrament while you live 
‘ in any filthy Pra&ices. Do not grieve nor quench 
c the good Spirit of God, nor ilifle the Convic- 
‘ tions of your* own 'Conferences ; left God fhould 
e leave you, as he did me, to work all Uncleannefs 

1 with Greedinefs ; and left at Iaft ye be brought* 
‘ to this moft miferable Condition into which he has* 
4 fuffer’d me to fall. His Judgment is righteous, 

‘ and I humbly fubmit to it I I forgive all the World 
‘ as I defire to find Mercy at the Hands of God 
‘ through Jefus Chrift. Be intreated to take Warn- 
‘ ing by me not to continue in Sin ; for (let me 

* repeat it) Juftice will find you out. 

* With relpeft to my Crimes, I have but two 

* Things to fay, with which I (hall conclude. 

‘ Firft, That I have Caufe to lament exceeding- 

* ly for the great Scandal I have thereby brought 
‘ upon Religion, and the facred Function of the 

* Minifiry. This I look upon to be the moft heinous 

* and aggravating Circumftance of my wicked and 

4 licentious Life; which by this laft Sin will be all 

* laid open to the World. Let me beg of you there- 

‘ fore. 
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4 fore, not to entertain ‘any Prejudices againft the 
* Ambaflfadors of the Goi'pel upon my Account ; 
4 they are generally holy and go®d Men, and they 
4 grant no Licence at all to fuch ungodly Practices 
4 as I have been guilty of. This 1 am obliged to 
4 fay in Juftice to their Order. 

4 In the fecond Place I mu ft exprefs my Joy that 
4 I hope my Sins, however great and numerous, are 
4 all pardon’d by God, and atcon’d for by the Me- 
4 rits of Jefus Chrift. ’Tis true, the Crime I die 
4 for has expos’d the whole Nation to Judgment ; 
4 for thro* Blood the Land is defil' d : But as I fuf- 
4 fer the Sentence of God and Man, the Judgment 
4 falls upon my own Head ; and I hope, through 
4 divine Mercy, it will proceed no farther than my 
4 Body. All I have to add, is, Be admonifh’d by 
4 me, to ceafe to do Evil, and learn to do well. 

Now the Lord have Mercy upon my poor depart- 
ing Soul ! In this Petition I defer t you to join with 
me , and pray for me to the laft Moment of my 

Life . 

A genuine Copy of the Paper ftsit by Mr. FouJkes 
to the Reverend Dr. Lloyd, and mention'd by him 
in the f ongoing Speech. 

SIR, 

I Send the following Account to you, as to my 
once very good Friend ; though now, alas ! no 
good Man can be fond of that Appellation from 
me. I defire you would publilh it, that thofe who 
are Spe&ators of my End might not be difappointed 
in what they expetted to hear from me, and that 
tny Example may be tranfmirted to Poiterity, as a 
Terror to the Workers of Iniquity. 

Such have my irregularities always been, that I 
have long ago deferv’d to fmart under die Severi- 
ty of God’s Reproof ; but thefe Things were hi- 
therto conceal’d. Now the Hand of Juftice has 
found me out, and I am to become a publick Spec- 
tacle of Shame and Reproach. I have no Incerelt 
therefore any longer in hiding my Iniquities from 
the World ; No, I will confefs them to Mankind, 
that they may be warn’d and inftrufted, and that 
God may be vindicated in my Punilhment. 

My Birth and Education was not amongft them 
that are Aliens from the Commonwealth of lfrael y 
and Strangers to the Covenant of Promife ; but with- 
in the Pale of the Church of England ; a Church 
not fupported by Error and Superfticion ; a Church 
fo refin’d and reform’d, that it is become the pu- 
reft upon Earth. Nor was this all neither ; for 
God, by the outward Miniftration of his Word, and 
the inward Operation of his holy Spirit, fo wrought 
upon my Heart, that for fome Time his Fear was 
before tny Eyes : I ferv’d him in fecret, and iludy’d 
to glorify him in my whole Life and Converfati- 

•D. 

In this Path I walk’d when I was dedicated more 
immediately to the Service of my Creator, by the 
Impofition of Epifcopal Hands : God had alfo blef- 
fed with competent Abilities for the Difcharge of 
that Office ; fo that had I profecutcd my Studies 
with the fame Diligence and lnduftry as I did my 
Fellies, I might not only have been a learned and 
judicious Man myfelf, but an ufeful Inllrumcnt in 
tae Hand of God for enlightening the Underftand- 
ings of others. Providence alfo fupply’d me with 
the Favour of a noble and honourable Patron, thro’ 
whofc Means I was fettled very comfortably as to 
the Concerns of human Life. My Portion was fo 
far from being fcanty, that I had enough and to 
fpare: I was belov’d by my Pari&Unen, and re~ 


fpefled by pay Neighbours. The fame bountiful 
Providence bleis’d me with as worthy Relations • 
a very faithful and affettionate W lie, tender of my 
Perfon, careful and indultricus about my Affdrs : 
One, in ihoit, that had as good a Kig;,t as any Wo- 
man to Solomons Character in the laft Chapter of 
Proverbs ; one that blelied me with four tweet Chil- 
dren, and was to me as a fruitful Vine. 

In a Woid, to God’s Glory and my own Shame 
I confeis, that the Hand of Heaven had been exceed- 
ing liberal to me upon all Accounts; and that I 
had no Rea on to murmur, as ifjmy Heritage had 
been fparing, either in Ipiritua) or temporal '1 ning.<. 

And now 1 come to the laft and worn Parc of my 
melancholly Story. That Tendernefs that was oil 
my Conlcicr.ce was not long liv’d : My Corruptions 
with the Devil’s Temptations, foon overcame it! 
Then f forfeited my Baptiimal Vow?, and my Or- 
dination Engagements ; then I renounc’d the Faith 
of Wedlock, and bad my Eyes fill of Adultery that 
could not ceafe from Sin. The Devil had prepar’d 
for me a fatal Companion and Partner in my De- 
baucheries ; one who was eafily tempted by me, and 
was afterwards a conftant Temptation tome, till Jhe 
prov’d the great Occaiion of tins difhul Conclufion 
of my wretched Course of Life. Open your Eyes 
therefore, O Adulterers and Adultcrefie? ! contem- 
plate tnis wotui and rraglck Jnfiance ; be not cn- 
inared with a Whore’s CJrarms ; trull not to her 
Kindnels, tho confirm d with Ontii^, Execrations 
and 1 ears : I ney iead on to all manner of 

Sin, they will watte your Ellate, divide vour Fami- 
ly, rum your Healtn, dellroy your Soul, and if 
ever you need her Friendflup,' fhe will molt peifidi- 
oufly betray you. 

1 thought my Sin well fecured under the Protec- 
tion of teeming Religion, and vainly fancy ’d it was 
done in fecret, and tnac it ihouid nevei be brought 
to Light: but 1 was deceiv’d : a Suipicion of niy 
Guilt was whilper’d about, and came to the Ears of 
my Right Reverend DioceJan, the Lord Bdhop of 
Hereford, who reprov’d and admomfh’d me lor it. 
T his made me more conilant and poiicive in my De- 
nials, which 1 confirmed in the moil folemn Man- 
ner I could, tiling fuch Lxpreffions- for my Purga- 
tion as I tiembled to think of, when 1 comider hmv 
juilly I was accus’d. As for my Neighbours, I 
threaten’d iuch of them with Prolecuuons as lhould 
defame my Character, and was migmy ex ad with 
them upon Points of Law, which i thought would 
have borne me oat. Bat all this while 1 was a very 
Slave to my Lull, though’ I brifkly receiv’d the Af- 
faults of all my Accuiers, and promis’d my fclf as 
coinplcat a Victory over them as 1 had obtain’d over 
my own Conlcience, whole Warnings I had almoft 
perfectly ftifled. 

I was now arriv’d at the very Height of Impiety 
to which I had afeended by a long Courle of A- 
dulteries, FaKhoods, and Hypocnly. When there 
was no other Way of hiding niy Sfiamc, from my 
injur’d dear Wife, and from all me World, 1 found 
my Conlcience fo fear’d, ana fo pail feeling, chat 
I was net afraid to commit the horrid Murder for 
which the Law has lo jailiy adjudg’d me to die : 
A Crime tint not only bids Defiance to God and all 
Religion, but io the very Dictates and Principles of 
Nature and Humanity \ j J o dellroy an innocent 
Babe had Cruelty enough in the AS itfelf, but to 
offer Violence to the Fruit of one’s own Body was a 
great Aggravation of the Crime, and makes Ic, in 
Truth, a wondrous Piece of B.ub.*/itv. God grant 
my Repentance may bear Ionic Proportion tu my 
Sin, and be acceptable ro uun whom 1 have offend. 

Now 
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No v I inve rmJe thb full Conh > f»*»:n, Hr pleas’d. 
So. to hear ir.y ihurt Apulngv sg4ii:ft Ci.cr levcri 
C.donuue*, which my Partner in Guii:, tiiougu n^c 
in Condemnation, has been pick’d to l»nj dk wm.i. 

Firli, It was aliecg'.i, mat lhe was committed to 
jny Chaige and Government by her F.uner, in her 
Minority, which h*s been enoughs a great lighten- 
ing of my Sin : To this I declare, that her Father 
was a Gentleman I never faw, or had the left i<i- 
tercourfe with ; Hie being put into my Hands only 
a* a Boarder by her Guardians. 

Secondly, It was fa id, that I attempted to vitiate 
her at nine Years of Age, and had for that Pur- 
pofe corrupted her Judgment, by informing her 
chat PYygamy was Iiwful: Fins f alfo declare to 
be a Falftiood, and proieft that I never prointut- 
ed the facred Word oJ God to ferve the Turn of 
any Daft, nor ever had iuch a Thought in iny Sou!. 

Agdn. fhe has faid, fhe knew nothing of the Fact 
for which we were jointly queftion’d, and 1 con 
demn’d: In .Anlwer to thii I call God to witnefs, 
th?t fhe both faw, and afted in. all that was done. 

I hate now done with the World, and have no 
more P«rtto a# therein ; I pray God therefore, who 
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has fuffjr'd me to be taken oat or’ it u this igno- 
wi'Mio.ii vV t thit if he luj nut Jy open'd my 
Fyes oy tms lavere Count? of Providence, and aLrm- 
ed me lufHcient'y to repent, he would now be clc.il- 
ed to do it, cbe all wid be too late! I thank 
God for giving me Time conhdeiable, and greac 
Affiltauees, to turn to him withal ? I might have 
been furpriz’d with lome fudden Death, and iufd- 
libiy fent into Hell nead’oi g ; Tom which 1 have 
now lome Hope to be pielciv’J, thio’ the Mtie/ 
of God, and the Merits cd my B!clTed Saviour and 
Redeemer, to whom be Glory rcr ever. 

The preceding Speech and Paper , though fomewhai 
long, were thought prefer to ben jet ted, as they give 
more Light into the Cafe than any other Help we 
could obtain 'Tis difficult to account fr tie fever e 
RfftLlions he has thrown on the young Lad), who 
could bar dh be more than Second in the G ime at wo> jl ; 
and doubt Irfs the Vfiuence of fuch a Man wrought 
much on her in all their criminal Acquaintance, IV e 
can fay no mere at this Difiance of Lime, than that 
we hope be obtain d the Mercy he fum'd fo confi- 
dent of. 


The LIFE of Colonel JAMES TURNER. 


T HIS Gentleman was born in the Ciiy of 
fVo^cefier, in the Year 16:9, of very weal- 
th> P. rent*, who pLc’d him with a Gold- 
fmita of Reputation in London , as loon as of Years 
far a Trade. With tins Man he feiv’d his Appren- 
ticefhip very faithfully, and had the Chara&cr of bc- 
ing a young Man well qualifVd for Bufinefs. When 
his Father thought proper to put him into Trade 
for himfdf, he gave him a Stock of no lefs than 
Three Thouiand Poundf, to which he foon added 
Two Thouiand Pounds more by Marriage. He had 
great Succefs in Bufinefs for fame Years, and was 
titeem’d the wealthieft Man in his Neighbourhood, 
fo that his Word would have pafs’d for almoft any 
Sura. 

Mr. Turner had always a confiderable Inclination 
far Pieafure and Company, taking peculiar Delight 
in afTocirtting himfdf with the Gentlemen who were 
Officers of the City Militia. Among thefe he was 
complimented vvit.i a Captain’s Commiffion, then a 
Major’.', then a Lieutenant Colonel's, and at laft 
with the Command of one of the Regiments, in 
which he oontinu’J till the unhappy Action that 
brought him to his End was difeover’d, to the Sur- 
prize of all the World. 

The Colonel’s Temper was very generous and 
noble, which, ’cis thought, in fome meafure, brought 
o.i him that Decay of his Fortune which he after- 
wards labour'd under. In his Poft, particularly, 
whenever he march’d out with his Regiment, he 
was very liberal n his Enrertainments, and com- 
monly run himfelf to four times the Expence that 
was nectltiry. ’Twas the fame on every other 
Occr non ; no Man was more free with his Money, 
or more ambitious of living in Splendor and Repu- 
tation, chan Colonel Turner. 
xoc 


This Difpofition had with him the fame Eject as 
it commonly has with others who ruin themieHes 
by their Generofity : He had no Notion cf retrench- 
ing his Expences when he perceiv’d his -SubiHnce 
Wiille ; but was refolv’d to fupport himfelf with the 
fame Pomp as ufual, however he came by the Mo- 
ney. ’Twas cki'y for fueh a Man to commit a great 
many little fterct A&ions, that were in themielves 
difhonourable, before he loft his Character, on Ac- 
count of hit great Bufinefs.- Several of thefe Things 
difeover’d tliemfelvcs after lie was convided, which 
even the Pei Tons that were wrong’d did not fufpeft 
before. One Inftance in particular will be well worth 
relating ; and was at follows. 

He apply ’d himfelf one Day to a Merchant, and 
bought of him as much Train-Oil and Rice, as 
came to Three bundled and fixty Founds, which 
he promis’d to pay for as foon as the Goods ivere 
deliver’d. Accordingly the Day after he went to 
the Merchant’s Houle, and give him the full Sum 
in Money and Notes; for which the Merchant 
wrote a Receipt, while it all lay on the Defk. 
Two of Turner's Accomplices (.or he made ufe of 
Affiftants) came juft at this Time, and pretended 
fome urgent Bufinefs with the Merchant, and, in 
fnoit, play’d their Part fo well, that one of them 
got eff with the greateft Part of Turner's Pay- 
ment, while the other kept the innocent M*n in Dif- 
courfe. Neither of tl em took any more Not ce 
of die Colonel than if they had not known him, 
nor did the Merchant imagine he had any Con- 
cern in the Matter till he was found guilty of an- 
other Crime, of which cake this Ihort Account. 

There was one Mr. Trends Try on, a great Mer- 
chant, who liv’d in Lime fireet , whom Colorel 
Turner knew to be very rich. In order to rob 
5 N this 
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this Man, one of the aborcmention’d Fellows con- 
vey’d himfelf into his Cellar in the Dufk of the 
Evening, and as foon as Mr. Tryon was abed, and as 
he thought afleep, he let the Colonel in at the Door. 
They went up together to his Bed-Chamber, bound 
him, gagg’d him, and us’d him in a very barbarous 
manner ; and then going into his Warehoufe, they 
took from thence, a large Quantity of Diamonds, 
Saphires, Rubies, which Turner knew where 

to find : Then they took all the Money in the Houfe, 
which amounted to a vaft large Sum ; fo that the 
whole Booty was reputed to be the Value of Five 
Thoufand nine hundred and forty fix Founds, four 
Shillings, and three Pence. They made off with all 
this quietly. Mr. Tryon had a Man and a Maid- 
Servant, but they both lay abroad this Night by 
Permiflion, of which the Colonel had before receiv’d 
Information. 

Stritt Enquiry was made after the Thieves, and 
all fuch Jewels as were remarkable were particular- 
ly deferib’d, while Turner thought himfelf fecure 
in his Character, which had fo long fereen’d him. 
But fome of the Things deferib’d were feen in his 
Houfe, and the Difcoverers were refolv’d to examine 
further: Whereupon the Colonel, his Wife, and his 
three Sons, John, William , and Ely, were appre- 
hended, and upon Search almoft all the Jewels were 
found. There was now no Room for Evafion ; 
the whole Family was carry’d before Sir Thomas Al- 
len, Knight and Alderman, and all committed to 
Newgate. 

At the next Seffions they were all indi&cd for 
the laid Robbery; but after a full Examination of 
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what F.videncc they had, and confidering what the 
Colonel himfelf faid in his Defence, ’twas thought 
proper by the Court to acquit the Wife and Sons, 
and to bring the Colonel in guilty ; whereupon the 
ufual Sentence of Death was pafs’d on him, and 
executed on the Twenty firfi of January , 1662-63 » 
when he was drawn in a Cart from ' Newgate to the 
End of Lime-fireet in Leadenhalljlreet , and there 
hang’d on a Gibbet erected for that Purpofc ; be- 
ing 53 Years old. 

The Colonel left a Paper behind him full of Ex- 
prellions of Piety and Contrition, too long to be 
inferted here: We would only obferve, that tho* 
all who knew him, wonder’d at the Fatt, yet e- 
rery one believ’d him guilty , bccaufe the Proofs 
were fo clear. 

There was a Robbery in his Life-time, which 
no Body could then find out ; but after his Death 
’twas generally thought he was the Manager. A 
Letter was fent to a wealthy Dealer at Cbicbejler % 
fign’d with the Name of a Merchant his Acquain- 
tance in London, informing him of a profitable Pur- 
chafe in his Way, and inviting him to Town. 
The Chicbefler Man had before receiv’d Advices 
of this Kind from the fame Friend, and found them 
of Service, therefore fcrupled not, but fet out the 
next Day with what Money and Notes he had in 
the Houfe ; but before he got half Way to Lon- 
don, he was robb’d of all by two Men in Difguife. 
He foon found his Correfpondent had not fent to 
him, and was aflonifh’d. However, Colonel Tur. 
ner's Death clear’d all, he knowing both their Cir- 
cumftaacej. 
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The LIFE o/HARM AN STRODTMAN. 


T H E following Account was taken in Writing 
from the Criminal' s own Mouth, the Day be- 
fore he was executed at I yburn, which was on Wed- 
nefday the \$th Day of June, 1701. The Relation 
feems to be made with Jo much Sincerity f that we 
thought it be ft to uje his own Words , in which he has 
txprefs' d his Cafe, and given us a Sketch of his Life, 
as briefly , and yet as fully as can be expefied. 

In the Ye^r 16S3, or a little before, I was born at 
Revel in Lief and, and had the Happinefs to come ofa 
good Family ; my Parents being Perfons of fome Ac- 
count in the World, and alfo godly and religious 
People, who took great Care of my Education. 

About the Year 1694, my Father fern me to 
School to Lubeck , where I continued till Michaelmas , 
169$ From thence 1 went to Hamburgh , and Hay’d 
there till I let out for England. 1 arriv’d at Loudon 
rhe iSth Day of March following, together with one 
Peter Wolter, who came with me lrom my native 
Place. We were both bound Apprentice to Mr. 
Stein and Mr. Dorien , Merchants and Partners in Lon - 

d07Z. 

Peter Wolter and myfelf having been Fellow-Tra- 
vellers, and being now Fellow-Prentices, we liv’d 
for fome time very friendly and lovingly together, 
till about Augufl laft, when his Sifter was married to 
Mr. Dorien , one of our Mailers. Then he began to 
be fo proud, and fo very domineering over me, and 
abufive to me, that I could not bear it. We had fe- 
veral Fallings-out, and he did twice beat me ; once 
before the Maids of the Houfe in the Kitchen, and 
at another Time in the Compting-Houfe ; and did, 
befides chat, often complain and rail Tailes of me to 
my Mailers ; thereby railing their Difplealure againll 
me, and creating me their lil-will ; fo that they kept 
me clofe at home, and would not give me the fame 
Liberty which my Fellow-Apprentice, and myfelf 
before, had, of going abroad fometimes for Recrea- 
tion. Upon this Account I conceived an implacable 
Hatred againll him, and the Devil put it into my 
Heart to be reveng’d on him at any rate. 

Firll I defign’d to do it by Poifon, having to that 
purpofe mixe fome Mercury with a certain white 
Powder, which he had always in a Glafs in the Cham- 
ber, and of which he us’d to take a Dofe very often, 
for the Scurvy. But it being then Winter-time (I 
think the latter End of December , or Beginning of 
'January) I found he had left off taking his Powder ; 
and fo I might wait long enough before I could fee 
the Eftecls of my Poifon, if I Hay’d till the Time he 
was to take thut Powder again. Therefore I thought 
of another Way to difpatch him, and that was by 
(tabbing him 

On Good- Friday Morning, my Mailers fending me 
on an Errand, I took from thence Opportunity to 
go to Greenwich, from whence not returning till the 
Tkurfday following, my Mailers were fo very angry 
with me, that they bid me be gone. Upon this I 
went away, and took Lodgings in Moor f elds. And 


two Days after I took other Lodgings at the Sign of 
tne Sun , an Ale-houle in Queen-freet , in London. 

Now I had a Key of the Fere Door of my Ma- 
Her’j? Houfe, which I got made for me a long time 
before Chrifmas, by that which was my Mailers ; 
and this was lor my private Ufe, that I might, un- 
known to my Mailers, go in and out at any time 
when I had a Mind to it; but at lalt the Devi] taught 
me another Ufe of this Key ; for by the Help of it i 
came to my Mailers Houfe on Saturday , about half an 
Hour pall eight at Night j and beirg got in, I went* 
up two Pair of Stairs, and having got into an empty 
Room, adjoining to Peter IFolter's Chamber, I faut 
myielf in there, and fome time after fell aflcep. 

About twelve o’Clock being awake, after I had 
been fome time hearkening, perceiving all was very 
quiet in the Houfe, I went down to a Room one 
Pair of Stairs, where a Tinder Box by, and having 
lighted a Candle, enter’d the Compting-Houfe, and 
therfc took out feveral Notes and Bills, and fome Mo- 
ney roo. Then I went up again two Pair of Stairs, 
carrying with me a certain Piece of Wood, where- 
with they us’d to beat Tobacco, which I found in 
my Chamber. When I was got up Stairs, I fprang 
into Peter IFolter's Room, and coming to his Bed- 
fide, open’d the Curtains, and with my Tobacco 
beater knock’d him on the Head, giving him four 
or five Blows on the left Side of it, and another on the 
right. Thus it was that I moll barbaroully murder’d 
this poor Creature, whom I intended, had this fail’d, 
to have fhoc to Death ; having brought with me two 
Piilols, ready charged, for that wicked Purpofe. 

When I perceiv’d Peter Welter was quite dead, I 
proceeded to fearch his Breeches, and Cneft of Draw- 
ers, and took a Note of Twenty Pounds, with lome 
Money, out of his Pocket ; which Money, with 
that I had taken in the Compting-Houfe, amounted 
to eight or nine Pounds. Then I pack’d up fome of 
his Linnen and Woollen Cloaths, and having made a 
Bundle of them, went down with it one Pair of 
Stairs, and out of a Window there threw it into the 
next Houfe, where no body dwelt. Then I went up 
Stairs again, and having cut my Candle in two, born 
Pieces being lighted, I fet one in the Chefl of Draw- 
ers, and the other on a Chair, clofe by the Bed-Cur- 
tains, intending to have burnt the Houfe, in order 
to conceal by this heinous Fatt, the other two of 
Theft and Murder, which, thro* the Inlligation of 
the Devil, I had now moll barbaroully committed. 
Then I went thro’ a Window, out of the Houfr, 
into that where 1 had flung the Bundle ; and Haying 
there till about five in the Morning, went away with 
the Bundle, and what elfe I had taken, to my Lodg- 
ings in Queen frect , where I put on dean Clothe? , 
and then went to the Swedes Church in 7 ’rLdtj- 
Lane. 

The next Day, being the fecond Monday after 
E after, I went to a Goldfmith, one that I knew, in 
Lombard-pretty where I found my Mailer Stein, with 

s&othfi 
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another Gentleman. lAy Miller affc’d me, whether 
I would go .villmg’y to Uts Houle, or be curried 
tlntiicr by two Poricis : f fuid I would go. So, after 
fume Qudlions ..bout the horrid FUU I had coni- 
iii it ted his Houfe, and my denying of them, I 
was feaich’d, and the Bdl of twenty Pounds, winch 
v.as in the Decealed’s Pocket, was found upon 

Then my Mifter asking me where I by, I toid 
h m in Moor Fields', lowe went thither, and came 
to my former Lodg.ng, but the People of the Home 
told him, i did not he mere now. By this my Mailer 
finding that I was unwilling to let him knov? vvheie 
J had'lain, or how I had difpos’d of the Things 
which I had llolt’n out of his Houfe, he promis’d 
me, timt if I would confefs, no harm fhoulJ come 
to me ; for he would take caie to fend me prefentiy 
beyond Seas. Upon this I firee’y told him the Truth; 
wncre Ilav, and vvheie tkofie Goods of his were, 
as we were walking together. So he prefentiy took 
Loach, and corned me fhil to my Lodgings in Queen- 
wheie he received the bills, Llocnes, Money 
In d all that I had thus ftollen, and Uien he curried 
r:e to Sir Humphry Edwin ; w.iO upon his Examina- 
tion of aw, and my own CunfuTion of ail thei'e 
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lv<T, did mofi: jullly commit me to Newgate: 
wiietc 1 mull leave it to others to relate now I 
behaved my fell during iny Confinement. 

I have freely given this true and impartial Ac- 
count of mylVlf, and my finfui Adions, to the 
World, that all Men, both young and old, might 
rake warning by me, who once little thought I 
fhould ever be capable cf committing luen ioul 
and enormous Crimes. And now I am going to 
leave this World for ever, before J have lived 
long enough in it (as being but about eighteen 
Years of Age) to know either it or myfelf : But 
1 thank the divine Grace, that has open’d my 
Lyes, and fet me in a clearer Light, by vvhicn 
1 am come within Sigkt and Apprehenfion of 
better Things. Let me therefore, for once and 
ever, advife all Men to be warn’d by my Fall, 
and take great care to their Ways, that they 
do not Humble upon the Snares of Satan , as 1 
have done ; for perhaps all may not have the 
fame divine Mercy Jand Help given them for therr 
Recovery, as 1 have had ; for which i love and 
praile my great Maker and Redeemer, and will 
adore him to all Eternity. 


The LIFE of JACK COLLET, 
alias COLE 


T H I S unfoi lunate Teifon was the Son of a 
Grocer in the Borough of Soutbivan f, where 
he was born, and from whence at fifteen Years 
of Age he was put out Apprentice to an Upholfterer 
in Cheapfide . Pie did not ferve above four Years of 
his Time before he ran away from his Mailer, and 
took to the Highway. We have not an Account of 
abundance of his Robberies, tho’ ’tis faid he com- 
mrted a gteuc many ; but there is this remarkable 
Particular itccrded of him. That he frequently 
robb’d in the Habit of a Bifhop, with fore or five of 
hL Companions at his Heels in the Quality of Ser- 
vants, who were ready to affift him on Occafion. 
Some, who love to make themfelves merry with the 
Revei end and the Right Reverend the Clergy, would 
be apt to infinuate, that ’tis no very uncommon 
Thing to fee a Thief in the Habit of a Glergyman. 
For our Part?, we are fo far from making any fuch 
prephar.e Observation, that we think the lacred Or- 
der give daily Proofs, that England has but very few 
Wolves in Sheep’s Cloathing. Give us Leave to add 
however, concerning our Adventurer, that he gene- 
rally got much larger Booties on the Road than moil 
of our Lay IRghwaymen. 

Cdlel hud once the ill Fortune to lofe his Canoni- 
cal Habit at Dice, fo that he was foiccd to take a 
'{ urn or two on the Road to fupHy his prefect Ne- 
cdfitks in unfi'ndify’d Garmc.rs : But it was not 
loi " be foie he met with a good Opportunity of tak- 
Order* sg: in, and becoming ns holy as tvtr. 
Ridim- hem London down it ;o <y, a Hl tic on this 


Side Earnham , he met with Dr. Mew, Bifhop of 
H'incbejler , and commanded hit Coachman to Hop. 
The Bilhop was not at all furpriz’d at being afk’d for 
his Money, becauie when he faw his Coach flopp’d 
hf expected that would follow .* But when Colht coJd 
him he mull have his Robes too, his Lojdfhip thought 
him a Madman. There was no refilling however ; 
the old Dodor was obliged to ftrip into his WailT 
coat, befides giving him about fifty Guineas; which 
Colht told him he nad now a Right to demand, by 
having the Sacerdotal Habit in his PofTeifion : For 
that , you know, Doctor , quoth he, is a Proof of my 
indelible Chur after, and the Property J have in the Re- 
venues of the Church ; and as good a Proof 1 believe 
as many Others can fhew, who have jujl as much 
Leaning and Honefty as J have, and yet are acknow- 
ledg'd to be good Clergymen, and fame of the Receiv- 
ers General of Heaven. 

Colht follow’d this Trade till he was about thirty 
two Years of Age, and, as if Jie had been determin’d 
to live by the Chuicti, he was at Jail apprehended for 
Sacrilege and Burglary, in breaking open the Vefliy 
of Great St, Bartholomew'* in London, in Company 
with one Ch> ijlepher sjbley , alias Brown, and fie.u- 
i- g from tl.ence the Pulpit Cloth, and all the Com- 
muniou -1 lite. For this Fad he receiv’d Sentence uf 
Death, and w: S e^ecu'ed at Tyburn, On Friday the 
fifth of July, in the Year 1 ( 9 /. This Ft town and 
Colht had be I bi e robb’d St. Sa^iLut's Lhurc.i m 
Southwark in Conjunction, 

The 
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The LIFE of JOCELIN HARWOOD. 


E VERY Day’s Experience may ferve to confirm 
cue ntJ Englifb Proverb, That a good Father 
may have a bad Son. Virtue is not convey’d 
in C 1 nnels of Nature, and two Men may be of 
the fame Ihond, vet very diffeient 1 n refpeCt of their 
Actions. It mult be allow’d indeed, that the Son 
cf a. vir-uous Father if he falls into Excelfes, com- 
mits a macii greater Crime then one who nas never 
ii.tJ tue Adv linage of good Inlirudion, and, w hat is 
ibU more powerful, good Example. But this is only 
a moral Rt Section, and does not at all invalidate 
what we have laid, the Truth of which is proved 
bv continual Observation. 

J er /in Harwood was a degenerated Plant from a 
good Fiec. II s Father was honed, moderately r:ch 
and of undoubted Reputation : And the greatelt 
Misfortune of his Life was the having a Child l'o 
unworthy of him. Jocelin was bom in the Year 
it6), at iVatfifibury in Kent , where lie was edu- 
cated wita all the Caution necefTtry in fuch Ca es : 
Nor did he at fiid teem to neg!e& the Caie that was 
taken of him, but rendered himlelf delervmg of it 
by his Improvements, pronufing a much better 
Manhood then he afterwards afforded. Bur no Body 
can account for tnefe Changes. 

- When he grew towards feventeen Years of Age, 
he ran away trom his Father, c »rr> ing off with him 
about (ixty Pounds Children often b^gm the Prac- 
tice of 1 hieving upon their Parent ; bccaus the 
Crime there teem Ids to them ; or at lead, bee uie 
they hope, if they are detected, to meet with more 
Mercv thm from other Hands. But this io only an 
A r nhce of the great Deceiver of Minkin 1, whe knows 
the Temper of our Soul' too well, and in wh.»t 
M inner to icad us on from Step to Step till we arrive 
at the ve r y Height of Iniquity. 

Thus Harwood, when he uad wailed what he took 
from his Father in Luxury and Wamorwefs, made 
no Scruple of getting moie in the fame diihoned 
Way. Being now m w London aho, he had every 
Dtfjvi r.tiuuge chat a young Min can have, who lias 
given Wav a Iirtlc to the Allurements of Vice. His 
Money brought him into bid Company, and then 
t.v.t bid Company perfwaded him to feek tor more 
Money. He lubnitted at fird only to pilfering and 
picking of Pod et.% which lie followed for about 
three Years, and then he refolved to move in a nigner 
Sphere, mike a greater BL ze in the World fora 
Time, and receive nis Fate, when it came, with more 
Honour. 

The i 1 Succefs of his fird Adventure on the High- 
way w«s enough to have reform’d him and deterr’d 
hi.ii from ever attempting the like ag^in. He hod 
ltd'eua llorfe, Brible, Saddle, Holders, and Piiiols, 
w:;.i whic 1 lie ict oat on Black Heath, and was fo 
h irdy a> t > order two Mcr« ;.t once to ll .nd and 
deliver. Tne G vndemen erg geo him, ihot his new 
Hoite. and Lai cert inly L.ken hiir, ifn.e Wounds 
•hey receiv’d in ue Encounter had not diihblcd them 
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from exerting themfelves. Harwood was terribly 
frightened at ih ■ Bravery of his Anc^oniils, and was 
glad he could get off w ithout a Horfe^ 

I he next Night ue broke open a Stable at Hartford 
in Kent , and lemounted himlelf, though but indiffe- 
rently. He had not been many Hours upon the 
Rotd before he overtook one Mr. Payne, a Lifeguard 
man, with whom he fell into Dilcourfe upon the 
Goodnefs 0 / ilieir two Horfes. Mr. Payne laugh’d 
at Harwood for mentioning fuch a defpicable Bead 
as the other. Pray , fays Harwood, what may be the 
extraordinary Qualities of your llorfe, that you boaft 
of hint fo? 1 coafefs he has a better Appearance then 
mine, but l will undertake to leap with you for what 
you date, or travel a Day's Journey. 

Tne Lifeguard -man could not help admiring what 
Harwood laid ; thongh he did not believe but ’tvvas 
all Lies : He would not however tell him fo, but 
thought to convince him genteely of his Miftake 
the hrit Opportunity that offer’d. They came at 
lall to a G.te, tnat led into a By-Road, but was 
always fait except on particular Occafions. Harwood 
knew w hitner ’twould carry him, though the other 
d:d not. W,,cn Mr. Payne faw this Gate, he im- 
medi.tely give his HorfeaKick, and over he went, 
coming bac* agiin with the fame Eafe. You fnrprife 
me. Sir laid Harwood, I could never have believ'd 
fuch a Thing if 1 had not' feen it But pray would 
your Ihrfe do the fame with another Perfon on his 
Bick? Certainly, fays the Soldier; you jhall try 
him if you pleafe. Harwood feem'd afraid of being 
thrown off, however he accepted the Offer for 
the S ke of la) ing ne had rid fuch a Horfe. 

In a Word, Harwood got upon the Lifeguard- 
man’s Horfe, and leap’d the Gate, with the fume 
Eafe as it n id been done jud before. And now pray 
Sir, fays he, at what do you value this fine Beaft ? 
At forty Guineas , faid Payne. I Kell, 1 con fefs you are 
very reafonable, faid Jocelin, hut 1 have not fo 
much about me : However the firft time 1 fee you 
after your Horfe has earned fo much ; you jhall 
have the Money. And fo away he rode, the Soicier 
being able to purfue him only with his E\es and 
hi< Oaths. 

Jocelin continued to rob on the Highway for about 
two or three Years, during which 1 ime he lived in 
all manner of ExceP, palling from Countv to County 
as it fin ted either with his Pleafure or his Safety. If 
he had been any thing frugal, he might in this Time 
have am died a prodigious Sum of Money; but he 
was too m cn of a Gentleman not to fpend «J1 as fad 
as be could after he h .d go: a Booty. 

The lad and word Action of his Life was commit- 
ted at the Houfc of Sir A \hemiab Bat roughs in Sir op- 
(hire ; where he was informed of an inimenfe Trea- 
sure, in Plate and Money, in Company with two 
more, he went one Night, and broke open this 
Houle j g ggirg and b.nding all the Servants as fad 
as they could get into their Chambeis. When the 
5 O red 
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reft of the Family was fecure, he went to the Knight, 
and bound him and his Lady ; and then going into 
his Laugnters Room, one of the young Lidieslmd 
to Harwood, Pray Sir, ufc us civilly j which if you 
do, -a e jlHI nfe you in the fame Manner, in Cafe you 
and your Companions jhould be taken ; for I am jure 
cz V f jhall know you again. Shall youfo? laid the in- 
human Vv retell. I'll take Care then to p) went your 
doin % any Mijcbitf Upon this he cut them both in 
p.ece^ with ub Hanger, fin i then running into tue 
old People’s Room .gam, What, lays he, and do you 

know vie too? i hey lo:d mill No D n you. 1 id 

he, • > e o*ly a httli mote artful than the B— — s 
jot r Dan f.fts, but I fa ht t uft y u 1 hen he run 
\ cm boi l thorough, .u . let. them wallowing in their 
Blood, o emm v »» \wa i) ’d us if he had done a 
mtrroii LVcd. 

Hi. Co i; p- . .'mu weie fo \J?nn : (hed at the B rba- 
rlt) ol th ! . I \- r r tU” hood like Stocks, un- 
ab e e:ti.erto t \ •* : i nn in ms bloody Attemp , or 
tii . i p], re . end n.m tor tncin on tue Place, wmch hit- 
ter ti.e\ h d mod i\i.nd t i. B it the Horror conti- 
nued io llroug ttn the r M n that, t: o’ they were 
both old Offenders them i i\ cr, they could not help 
expefing tiiin to Jukitc a h on as they had left the 
Home ol thi? ui h ppv F milv. Being on tue Road, 
o e of teem by Agreement ll.ot 1. is Jmrfe, and then 
the . joined to bind i.im Kmid and Foot, and le.ive 
him on tie Ground, with a Piece of the Knight’s 
Ph.ie by his Sice ; telling him \was but a jult Requi 
tai lor his inhumanity. 

7 he next Day, an Fnquiry being made all over 
the Country, le was lound in the Condition he had 
been It It by his Comp. me ns. 'I lie Excnle he made 
to thole who dixover’d Jdm, was, that he had been 
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robb’J himfclf by feme Rogues, who dropp’d that 
Piece ol’ Plate by him in their Hurry. But this 
Pretence did him httle Service ; for upon fearc.iir.g 
his Pockets they found a great de*l of Money there ; 
befides Cords, a dark Lmthorn, W.uche , and a I in- 
der-Box, all which made his Cafe very lufpicious. 
When he came into the Pr. fence of the Servants uf 
the FLmdy, they all {’wore he was one ol die Men 
who had bound nd g.'gg’d them. What made the 
Proofs yet ftronger was a Letter, wli.cb hi> Com- 
panions lent with an exadt State ol the Affair, and the 
Manner of their leaving him. 

Upon all this Evidence he was fent under a ftrong 
Gu.nd to Shrenxjbury Jail, whcie lie ben ved very 
a id cioully. At his Trial he was e\cn lo impudent 
as to ipit in tiie Face* of the Judge and Jury, and talk 
to them without any Regard to Decency. The Mat- 
ter of Fadt Hing pi nl. proved againli him, he was 
condemn’d to be fird hang’d on tne Gallows till he 
was dead, and t.ien to have Ids Body haeg’d in 
Chains on a Gibbet, lor a publ-ck SpedUble. T his 
Sentence made no Inipieffion on him ; lo that he con- 
tinued the ume horrid Courie cf Oiths, Prof nenefs, 
and Blasphemies, till hi* Death. By thefe Methods, 
and his getting diunk ti.e very Morning he \v;.s to 
die, i.e lo e .aiperated every Body g mil him, th it 
the common People of me Place would h \e executed 
Jullice on him, if ti^e Law laid not, tue fir.f 7 ’irr.e 
t lit* v could have Lid Hold of him. V\ hen he 
was at tiieGallow , witiiallrddy Counteni Ct, he 
Lid, That bt fhculd a SI the fame A In * dt > again , in 
the fame Cafe I Ins was all i,c would lay to any 
Body. ’ i is {hocking to think that fuch a Vv retch 
ffoi.ld be but twenty three Year* of Age at the I ime 
ol his Death, winch was in the Year K92. 


Fyrotes, Highwaymen, Murderers, 


4 r 9 


The LIFE of RICHARD WALTON, 

commonly calFd the Conj u r or. 


II IS Criminal was feveral Years confined to 
his PeJ, norw landing which, he was 
drawn from the i ms by a Rope, and exe- 
cuted at lTarnvick y on Friday me io 1 of An guff 
1713* For promoting and eneoungmg Humphry 
Mo u fall y Morris Walker* a; d >7 illuin C.olew to com- 
mit feveral Robberies, t?Y. Of wine. 1 he gves tne 
f)!fow ing Accoun- of ht;n elf when under Sentence 
of Dmitri, and delivered to me Sac-SuerifF at the 
PJ .ce or Execution. 

T YvAS horn in the City rf 7,7. hfr/d in the County 
__ ol Staff)) J, the i;tn of f\ j . emoet , 1 9;, ween 


very much againft the Confent of my aged Parents, 


for wnich Ian neurtilv lorry, and beg tJj.it 


my 


tue s u*i w is in the Merida.i., i. e. Noun. 1 h d 
t.ie 1 1 ppim.fi to be boin or hone 1 and iep uable Pa- 
rent^, by whofeCirt: l was cudy inllriuted in t.ie 
Princ pics of t.ie Em copal Rei ; 0 . 01. M, Le li ning 
w :s A Jem, bat I fa iie'ently in.tr acted in all mord 
Dutie , u .d in Cue Hj.ver of my Youth was fhew’d 
tne in *vo J .bN Pan lament tii .t would certainly be 
in dieted up .0 7 . e tint practi wd Iniquity, and the 
blefiVd R v n f>- fucft ch. t d i :w 11 . 

Wnen l cmic :o .vl Ys E \ i.e 1 n .s vrvmt three 
Years to one of t:. iVw'j edi’d Qj ,krr< ; and 
abuut one Ycir of th.c 'I 1 > j , 1 mu 1 iy icquent- 
ed their Aleeting-, bed g . gc‘) u. luen wki a LI )ok 
cvP i Barclay's A t A?;\\ but w 1. « mv Service dropr, 
m, ij y .r :g it their . 1 r pu.h. Yet I 

C- 11110 1 Fiv . rn t I we .t un > ^it t uni to pleute m/ 
M .ter, o. fro .1 my nope n Fie Mr rroai ii n, for 
I v ,s mac 1 .Jr", died witn fo.ne of t .eir Writngs, 
p r icjlirly me Baikabsve ... nioned, which wim- 

.itid does car- 


heavenly Father will gracioufly forgive me the Sin of 
UndutifulneiS, which I was to 0 much guiltv of. 

’ Ihs about twenty Years fince mv Countrv was 
fomc fmdl fudPrer by my imitating the Kum's 
Scamp, and tho 1 it was not alledg’i agumt me, 
yet w.10 knows but this miy be one Tning t.uat 
any be a Meins of bringing me to this Ih uncial 
Deith ; from whence we uny fee ciutcapit.il Crimes 
feldo.11 go unp nfhed. 

In 1 73 i was iodide! as a Promoter an 1 En- 
cour 3g*ruf Humphry MouCzll and Morris Halier, to 
lleil two bit:; M.re^ tac Property of III l Ham 
G:t"l in l Tor o' ‘Hr hire. The Witnefs to prove me 
a Promiter or Encourigerw.s Morris ITalker, wno 
laid ne l.ked me to Ioor in the Al;n%nack y to fee 
svnether ne lb > fd come to any D.mtge, by go- 
ing wit 1 Him/on hi onfall th it Nig it. Fms De- 
ponent farmer 1 l.d, th it he heard me tell Muufall, 
tn.it he need not wint Money. 

The next Ev ue.ice was a Piece of Pirchment pro- 
daced oy Monfalf wao .lid cm: f give h.m t > .t to 
pro:eA him 1 1 H ar.e-ile iling, and tint won 1 keep 
him froniaIlHir.il. By the aforefiid Evidence of 


o.ir d > n>t is an excH'eiU Perl m 
t iniv p > nt the very R >.>t .n i 0 
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much OjtwnrJnefs n i.W.r b^ing Followers of 
Chrut and ids Apufde', even p emending to the very 
S .bdmce tnereof \unLc fceretly tliey \ ractwe me 
reverie. 

In me 19th Ye.^r cf iny Agt I married a \Y fe, 


1 Talker , and tae prod ic ; ng of the Parc.i.nem. I was 
b, the Jury found Guilty, and by the Ju.ige len- 
tenc’d to Die. 

Now as neiras I cvi remember the VI ires of 
William Guef} were rod a aw iy by M onfall and l Tal- 
ker o i Cue icthol 'J.taniry lad, ana o 1 tile 13th 
of t.ie fame Ai uth were broug.u b :ek tn u ~ Ui tt c 
iMen, and turn’d up near the iuaie Place tiwv svere 
t uea Bom, and on the third Dsy tae Owner h.d his 
M res ..g mi : Nor was ites’er known svlio rod- tiiem 
a vav till about tnree Months after; svnen Moujall 
being in ca.t 3 .Jy on Sufpicion of other Matters, of 
Ins own accord ucun iwiedged th.tne and l Talker 
rodedwiy with the M. re*. 

And as to t ic Purciinienr chic svis produc’d aguinit 
rue, tnere wb wrote in it, tac lini fix Varies of 
me firil C.upcer of Sc. John'* Goipel, and feveral 
ocher Sentence^ oat of tne Scriptures. AH sv..ic.i, 
if die untninking Gehtlemen of the Jury would nave 
ferioudy CO' iider'd, woaM not in tlie lead hive fup- 
po ed th. c to have any App-ar.mce in it of a P,o- 
tcSt:?nfor thrfe jlealing ; elpeci illy if they had con- 
iider’d the Words tint it was concluded wit i, viz. 

A hat the Aogvl of G){ would prefe, ve from i'Tiu Y 
cr< *'t or c-v'l Tony , a l that did toelon * to Hj.a- 
pmy Moufdl. And as 1 am a dying .vim, l mil 
dec are the true intent for sv.ucn tais Pa.c.i.nent 
was given, which as filin wo. 

Towards tae latter end *n me Year 1731, Hum- 
phry Mi ju fall came to my Iloufe, and told me tint 
he had .a HeifTer th.it was ill, being handled or af- 

fl idled 
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flicled after a ftrange and furprizing Manner, and 
that he and his Neighbours whic.-i Taw uei, did ima- 
gine that (lie had damage done her by Witchcraft, 
or the unlawful Trick* of a neignbouring Woman, 
whereupon 1 gave him that Parchment, written, as 
befoie mention’d, bidding him bury it in the Corner 
of tne Garden, towards Sun rifmg, about a Foot 
deep in the Ground, laying a green Turf upon it, 
and then fill up the Hole again. This is the whole 
Truth and nothing but tne Truth, as 1 hope for 
Mercy in and thro’ the Merits of Jefus Cnnit my 
Redeemer. 

This Day feventh Day is my laft and folemn Fare- 
well to tms World, therefore I will leave benind 
me a frank Acknowledgment of what 1 was really 
privy to, and in relation to what I did certainly 
know touching the Facts which we e committed 
by Humphry Moufall and Morris Walker. 

About November 1732, Humphry Moujall came 
to my Houle, and told me tne great nectiiry he 
wis in lor fome Money to difcharge a Debt of about 
12 Pound , defiring me if poilibly to coniider of fome 
pioper Period that was likely to fupply his preient 
OvCafmn, till he could raue foine Money out of 
his own Stock of Cattle: Now 1 had made fruitlds 

Application to Mr. F r and Mr. C — /, Artor- 

nies at Law on the like occasion for him not long 
before, therefore I tried feveral other People, bat 
t ie like Succefs, at laft a Writ came outagaimt nim, 
and through a miiUke of tne Bailiff* ins Bi other An- 
drew Moujall was arretted in his dead, which gave 
fhonphy Notice to avoid the Danger, which uccurd- 
ing'y did, by flickering himfrlf at my ilou.e, (it be- 
j no- in anotuer County) two or three D..ys a Week, 
for the (pace of two Months, fometimcs Curing and 
Swearing, other times he would Weep and ieem for- 
rowful on the account of his Children, and tnen 
a»ain curfn.g nis Relations for not makingti is Mat- 
ters up, often proteltmg Revenge on them, faying, 
he would ride away with a Fiorie of hi* Couhn*, 
and fell him, tho' by me often perfuuded to the con- 
tr ry ; at lair ne and Morris IFalker takes a turn in tne 
C otes adjoining to my Houle, and in the Evening 
returning bick. Walker foftly afked me if he migut 
falely go with Moufall that night ? tne Almanack 
lying before me, I carelefsly call my Eye tuereon 
(not h ving retpeft to tne Queftion lie afked me) and 
anfwer'd Yes. So away they both went from me, 
it being on ThurfJ «;v Night the 11th of January* 
! 75 2 ' 3 ’ And y kout 7 oXiock on Saturday Night 
following, M9ufa.ll came again to my Houle, and 
finding me eng ged in Company, he took an Op- 
portunity of wmipering to me, that Walker and 
he rode away with two Mares down to Stafford, 
but there being no Fair that Day, tney brought t..em 
back and turn’d them up again, and l'o Moufall 
went home to his own Houfe, I being Glad in my 
Heart that they had been 10 dilappomted. 

On the next Day came a Stranger to me (which 
' proved to be Mr. Gueff) who own’d the two Mares, 
and a Iked me if J could give any Intelligence which 
way he (hou’d feek his Mires, whereupon j gave 
him Diredions, and he accordingly had them again. 
The Day following being Monday, ne came and gave 
me two Guinea , vvmch Reward he had prorniled 
in a printed Advertisement, publifhed before he 
came to me. This is the 1 ruth, and altho’ I knew 
no more of it than ivhat is nere exprels’d, jet l 
was moll notcrioully to blame lor taking the Mo- 
rey of him. 

Aout a Month affer thb, Moufall brirgs one 
Wilhatn Coley to my Houfe, and vw.cn my Servant 
was gone to Bed, as we were drniK.ng illare of a 
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Mug or two of Ale, they told me their Intentions, 
viz mat they deiigned to neal Mr. Hill\ M.,re that 
Night, which was in a Stable adjoining to my Houle* 

I laid but little againft it I own, verily thinku ft to 
put it bv another way : And betwixt ten and eleven 
of the Clock they both went out together to put 
Matter* in order for their Defign, leaving me a 
Candle before me, which immediately ] put out, 
thruiting the Canaleltick and other things which were 
before me, on my board, upon the Ground ; where- 
upon I eameftly told tnem that Sarah (whicn was 
my Servant’s Name) had been clown Stairs, and 
finding them not with me, laid fhe was fure they 
were gone to do fome Mi Chief, . nj tnat lhe would 
certainly be the firlt that fhould diicover it, ftnd- 
ly charging that they fhould I > bi.r t/.eir attempts, 
alluring tiiem that fhe would u el/ tcli, whereup- 
on Coley look’d as p e w De.dh, and fat himielf 
down, laying, he would not needle, but alafs ! it 
had not the {nine Effect on Moujall , he was retolute- 
bent, notwitnitandmg Co.\y\ unwilli g e * and all 
that I could lay ; io avv<n tney went, ^nd when the 
Morning came found to my Vaft uneHinds the Mare 
was gone. 

Some few Days after this, Moufall came a^ain, 
and told me he had lold the Mate lor fix pound.*-, and 
give me Ten Shillings, to which i replied, Humphry , 
Do not think i will nave any ihure of tne Money 
you lold the Maie lor, lur 1 will be under no Obli- 
gations, nor will I have any fti ire ol Itui’n Goods, 
further adding, Humphry , Mv N .tivity look- a little 
Dangeiofa.% that 1 ihould fuller by tne Sentence < f 
a Judge, was 1 ever to come before one, tho’ fi.r 
ever lo fm .II a Matter, i fhould certunly die: And 
as iuie as the Sun is in tile Fiimament at Noon- 
D.iy, I utter’d thele Words to him more than ten 
d imes. ’i o which i-.e replied, He did not delire me 
to take it on that Account, ue freely gave it me 
in part of the Mont) he ow’d me. Inis i* n.e 
real Truth as lam now Alive, and vet lo 1 mult 
Die i 

An Elegy on the Death of Richard Walton. 

D EATH is the common Lot impos’d on nil, 
The Brave and Virtuous with tne Vulgar fj] ; 
imaiiate Power ! the fcientinc Head, 

Stript of its Honou s (inks among the De id, 

D Ejc art es Newton whom tne VVoild regret. 

And Walton late has paid the mighty Dcbr, 

S ges who ftiew’d us Nature as fhe was, 

And from efFcCtS could latent cauies trace. 

See in the Womb oj fate a futuie Birth, 

And paint the Lime wnen it fhou’d iflue forth. 

Much fufFerir.g h alton / much lamented Name I 
Immortal as thy Knowledge be th) Fame, 

For Arts and Arms, eternal Honours grow, 

And wreaths uuf dmg Gr.*ce tae learned Biow. 

Elfe might tny Preic.ence with thy Caicafe d:e. 

And tiiy Art* bmied in Oblivion l:e. 

Oh } il ti c learn’d AfTociate, as below. 

And kindred Itiades releas’d, each other know ; 
Mctlunks I (ee tree in AfTanbly met, 

With Gadb'ry, Pa.tnd^e, and wit 1 Lilly fet ; 
Delpifing Death, informing every Sage, 

Thy Genius , Conduce, Morals arid thy Age, 

How when )ou laft luvev’d in cloucixL Sr-ies, 

(On agonizing Sight !) proud Leo n.r, 

Ills i ail the tiued emblem of a I\rpe, 

Hung gaping Ime a hempen Noo c .dope, 

’1 was late: ai'd who contemns that gitat Dccice? 
It fummofi’d you, and late lus lummon’d me. 


To 


Pyrates , Highwaymen, Murderers , & 
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To forae near Cloud, if thou haft Power, repair, 
(Variety may pleafe above, as here) 

See everv Moth isbufy with thy Name, 

And Songfters publicity rehearfe thy Fame. 

IV alt on is Dead ! In vain the Virgin Dreams, 

In vain, with Joys her pregnant Fancy Teems ; 
In vain, at morn diviner (lumbers fp read, 

A train of ViGom round Corrinna' s Head, 
Walton U Dead ! and who (ball dare t’explam, 
The crude Conceptions of her fteeping Brain, 
Who, but a cunning Wizard cou’d forefee 
That Peace and Plenty were decreed for thee ? 
In th’ Field the Soldier leaves his fleeting Breath, 
And finks, and bravely Triumphs over Death; 
The Vulgar die in Beds : to thee twas given, 


T H. 


To fwing in open 


Air the neareft Heaven. 


H ere on bis Back old Wall 
Who yet to's Power looks to 
JYtep not for him , tbo ' be cou d tell. 
Your Fortunes when on Eartb fo 
I dare engage if's Grave you ll fee u 
(Who' d know your Fortune) once a 
This Eartb which heart bis Body s pri. 

You 'll find has fo much Virtue in t\ 
That it will all your Doubts remove 
Concerning fiolen Goods or Love, 

As well as he could when above. 


'On lies, 

* ards the Skies, 


well, 

t 

’ ffuk, 
Vr ' 


The LIFE of TOHN STEVENS, alias 
HENRY COOK. 


T H E following Account this Crimnal gave 
of himfetf, and of the feveral Robberies he 
had committed, which he deliver'd to his 
Friend, and defired it might be publilVd, after his 
Execution, which was at Tyburn on Wednefday the 
1 6th of September 1741. 

I HENRY COOK, aged 27 Years, was born 
m lloundfditcb, of honelt, reputable Parents, who 
Hill live there ; my Father having a great Number 
of Children, at lead 19 or 20, now but Eight liv- 
ing, all which he has handfomely brought up. 

When I was of proper Age, I was put to School 
to a Gentleman in Sandy Court , near Ihundf ditch. 
with whom I continued, and was inftrudted, ttil 1 
could write tollable well, and had learnt Anth- 
metick, as far as the Rule of Three and Praftice. 
My Father being in the Leather-Cutting Bulineis, 
he inftrufted me in that Art, fo far that I thought 
I was fufEciently qualified to aft for myfelt. 1 here 
being a Shoemaker' s Shop to be Let at Stratford m 
EfTex, my Father hearing thereof, at my Requelt 
immediately took it for me, flock'd it with Leather, 
and other Nectffaries, for me to begin Trade ; and 
at the fame l ime furnifhed me two Rooms with 

G °Here I lived very well, and had good Bufmeb 
for about two Years; then I got acquainted with 
the eldeft Daughter of one Jofeph Alexander, Beadle 
of Stratford , to whom I have been married about 
five Years, which, with the additional Expence of 
tnree Children, by that Time, had reduced me to 
to fo low an Ebb, and involv’d me fomuch in Debt, 
that I could no longer (land my Ground for fear 
of being Arrefted. Where to go for Refuge I 
could not tell, my Father’s in Houndfditcb being 
an improper Place, on Account 1 had taken up 
Goods in his Name, of as many of his Dea.crs in 
London, as I could get to Credit me ; at which my 
Father was very much d if pleated, as 1 did it Without 
bis Con font and Knowledge. 
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By this Time I had contrafted an Intimacy with 
moil of tiie loofeand diforderly Sparks in and u- 

bout Stratford , but particularly with one 1 g, 

an Apothecary, who then kept a Shop in Stratford, 
(now in London, near Mon?n utbfireet.) V' lth him, 
y e of Nights, (after I had been fecreted all Day 
for Fear of a Knap.) I ufed to go robing of 
Geitlemens Filh Ponds, Healing Fowls, &c. till 
Mr. Monk, a Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, ad- 
verted two Guineas Reward for iome Ducks he 
had loft, as alfo a Farrier in the Town half a Guinea, 
for fome he had loft, £sV. Being lufpefted by every 
Body to be guilty, and knowing mylelf fo, I made 
up what Money I could, and retired to a Relation 
of mine, who keeps the Sign of the Rofe and 
Crown, at Grays, down the River, where I was 
concealed about two Months. I diverted myfelf 
a-days in (hooting of Rabits, feV, which was a good 
Pretence for mv carrying a Gun, to fecure myfeif 
from the Bailiffs, if they had feented where I was ; 
not that 1 had any particular Malice againft them, 
more than one who lives at the Foot of Bow-Bridge , 
he having Aaions againft me, protefting he would 
catch me, if I was above Ground, of wnich I wasin- 
formed ; whereupon I fent him Word to take Care 
of himfelf, for that I was provided with Piftols, fcrY. 
and that if he did not deftft his Refolution in ta- 
king me, I would certainly make it my Bufinefs 
to lay wait for him, and blow his Brains out j of 
him I heard no more. 

Two Months being gone v and my Money all 
fpent, I was at a Lofs what Courfe to lleer ; how- 
ever I refolved to venture Home to my Wife a- 
gain, which I did about Eleven o’Clock at Night, 
when to my e.tpreflible Surprize and Grief I found 
a certain Perfon in the Houfe, which at that 
Time gave me great Uneafinefs, tbo’ I have finer 
reflected I had no great Occafion to be fo, how- 
ever the World mull imagine it did not a little 
furnrize and confound me ; but as my Circumftance: 
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were then fo bad, I was obliged to be filent, but 
determined never to live wiu ner more, for a Con- 
itancy. 

Tne next Morning about five, I went into the 
Shop, flript it of what I could conveniently carry 
off, and came di redly to London, where I pawn’d 
them for two Pound ten Shillings. 

Not daring to go to my Fathers, I went to one 

£ — S— , a Gardener in Shoreditch , who 

married one of my Siikrs ; He very kindly received 
me, teliing me he had heard before of my bad Cir- 
cumiUnceo, and would do all in his Power to ferve 
me, with whom I llaid about fix Weeks, in which 
Tunc I hud pretty well made even with my two 
Pounds ten Shillings ; how, or which Way to get 
more, I was in a C'onllernation to know, refolvmg 
not to go to my Wife again. 

As I was walking over MoorfieUs one Day, 1 
efpicd a Brace of fecond-hand Pillols at a Broker’s 
Shop, which I cheapen’d, and bought for feven 
Shillings and fix Pence. After I had provided mv- 
felf with Powder, Balls and Flints, I return’d to my 
Sifter’s, where I dined, and foon after took my 
Leave, and went towards Newington ; and a little 
on this Side the Town, I flopped a Man in the 
Dusk of the Evening, in the Foot Path, from whom 
I took fifteen Shillings, this being the firil Rob- 
bery of that Kind I ever committed, the World 
mull needs think it a little liar tied me. 

From thence I turned off for Finchley- Common, in- 
tending there to ftop the firil Man I met, rob 
and cll;e his Horfe from him ; which, luckily for 
me, fell out juil as I would have ic. J had not been 
on the Common ten Minutes, before I met a Man 
well mounted, who was agoing towards Coney-Hatch , 
it being dark, I fat down on the Road Side till he 
came up with me ; I then rufhed up, and feized 
Lis Horfe’s Bridle, demanded him to difmount and 
deliver his Money : He at firfl fpur’d his Horfe and 
would have forced him over me ; but upon my 
threading to blow his Brains out, he furrendered 
both Horfe and Money, defiring I would fend his 
Horfe to an Inn at Sc. Alban's, where three Guineas 
lhould be left for the Perfon who brought it. I pro- 
mi fed him I would, but after I had rode him a little 
Way, I thought him of more Worth to keep for 
my Bufinefs, than return to the Owner. 

I accordingly went forward that Night with my 
Horfe and Booty, which was about two Pounds fif- 
teen Shillings to my Brother-in- Law, S ’s Mo- 

ther, who kept an Alehoufe the Side of Enfield Chafe. 
Here I was kindly receiv’d, ceiling them I was o- 
bligcd to fly for Debt, and mull keep clofe that no- 
body mull fee me. 

Here I tarried two Days, and as they kept a Pub- 
lick Houfe, I lived after a very extravagant Man- 
ner. From hence I went down the Chace to Forty- 
hill, from thence towards Tottenham , between which 
Place, I flopped a Gentleman, from whom I took 
about fix Pounds, went on to London , fee up my 
Horfe at an Inn in Bijhopfgatefireet, and went and 

ftaid all Night at my Brother S ’s, who was fur- 

prized co fee me have fo much Money, and flridlly 
examined me how I came by it. I defired him to 
be filent, which he was. The next Morning I cook 
my Leave, and went and bought a Pair of Boots, 

V. After which I fet out for St. Alban s, and julfc 
on this Side the Turnpike, I Hopp’d the St. Alban s 
Coach, from wiience I took about eight 
Pounds. 

At Night I returned to S ’s Mother at En- 

L.cde, where I got the News-Papers, upon Pe- 
*. nfal <■: which, I found my Horfe was advertised 
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with a fall Decfcription, and three Guineas Re. 
ward, to have it paid by the Maker of the Whit*- 
Hart- Inn at St. Alban s. 

A lew Days after I turned out again with an in- 
tent to take the firil lightly Horle f could meet 
on the Road, which happened that Night upon Had- 
lj* Common, where I overtook a Gentleman, as I 
then thought him to be, whom I robbed of about 
lour Pound, and then 'exchanged Horles with him. 
He told me what he was and where he Jiv’d, which 
was at a PubJick Houle near Margate, as well as 
1 can remember. 

A fhorc Time after this, crofling the Country from 
Mims to St. Alban's, and being at the Bull at Mr. 
French's , one of the Paflengets, an elderly Woman, 
who I had robbed in the Stage-Coach, was in the 
Kitchen, where I at my alighting went. I recol- 
lected her Face the Minute I favv her, as I per- 
ceived file did mine, whereupon I direClly ran to the 
Stable, and having faddled my Horfe I fet out for 
Barnet . 

On the Road I (truck in with fome Company 
who were coming the fame Way, with whom I 
joined myfelf. We had not rode together a Mile, 
before one challenged by Horfe to be advertised, 
and that it was taken at fuch a Time and Place by 
a Highwayman , and he knowing the Horfe and 
Owner very well, demanded of me to give an Ac- 
count of myfelf, and how I came by the Horfe, 
which I foon would have done, but there being 
in Company feven or eight, all well mounted, and 
who, if /had either (hoc him or his Horfe, would 
inevitably have taken me ; I therefore told him I 
lived in London , but had bought the a few 

Days before, of a Man at the Bell- Inn at Edmonton „ 
where, if he would go with me, he might be fatis- 
fied of the Truth of what 1 faid, I thinking thereby 
to get him to go over Ejfield Chafe, by which 
Means, as ic was out of the firait Road to London, 
I thought the reft of his Company would have kept 
on, which if they had, 1 intended to have given 
him his Friend’s Horfe to carry Home, and have 
taken his in the Head, with what Cafh he had about 
him : But in this / was difappointed, by all the 
Company going with us. 

When we came near the Bell, I was in a flutter 
to guefs which was the bell Method to difengage 
myfelf from my new Companions ; when juJl as we 
all came to the Gateway of the faid law, /clapt 
Spurs to my Horfe, and turned down a Lane the 
Corner of the 7nn, which came from Finchley 
Common. Their Horfes being frefher than mine, 
very clofely purfued : I took to the Fields, and 
made for a Wood, when I wanted to have got 
therein, but could not get my Horfe to leap ; in 
which Time four Men came within twenty Yards 
of me ; whereupon / turned about, and fired a Pif- 
tol at them, (which did no Damage) and demand- 
ed them to keep off; at which they Hopped. J 
called out and told them, there was their Friend’s 
Horfe ; fo 1 quitted him, and ran into the Wood ; 
by which Means, with the Darkneis of the Even* 
ing, 1 then efenped. 

After this miraculous Deliverance I went home 
as I then called it, to my Brother-in-law S — 
in Shoreditch, who judged fomething to be the mat- 
ter with me, by the Confufion I appeared to be in 
He taxed ne hard with going on (he Highway, but 
to no Purpole ; I defired his Silence, or otherwise 
I mull feek a new Lodging ; after which Timef 
go or come when I would, he faid nothing. 

Here I continued a Week, or 9 Days, without 
doing any one Thing ic gt c a Shilling, in wliick 
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Time mv Mony was near c>;\iftcd, the m Jor part 
of which, 1 lpent in Bawdy -houfes, in and about 
Shoreditch , when I determin'd upon Finchley Coni' 
7/i9)i, being the Place or Action ; when l came 
there, I faunter’d iome Time upon tiie Common 
without doing any Bufinefs, being a little fearful 
from the narrow Efcape I had the lait Time I 
was our, I fuffer’d feveral to pals by unmolctted, 
’till it was almolt dark, when 1 elpied an old Man 
poorly mounted with a Basket on his Arm coming 
towards me; he I thought might hive been at 
Lonhn at Market, and able to leplenifh my empty 
P-irfe 1 therfore prepared for an Attack, when 
he c me up with me after the Word of Command, 
to Pop and deliver, I dilmoun ei him, he por- 
telling for fome time to have do more Money 
than 5 s. vvherupon i fearch’d him, and found 
above four Guineas, I took both his Horfe and 
Money tho’ n poor one, mounted and was going 
to my old Lodging near the Chace, intending to 
do no more that Night, but before I got off the 
common, juJl at the End of the Road which leads 
to Finchley To* vn, I met a Mm going but eafily 
along, I Hop’d and rob'd him of iome Silver, and 
his Silver Buckles, exchanged Horfe?, as his fetmed 
much better then mine, and fo I foon found and 
left him mine to carry him home, he had not got 
half way over ths Common, before he met the 
old Market-Men, I had jull before rob'd of both 
Horfe nnd Money, the old Man thinking it was 
me, laid I wilh you a good Night, and good Sjccefs 
the other anfwer’d, I hope better then I Jiave j □ li 
now met with, the old Mtn perceiving it not to 
be me tho’ his Horfe, defired the Man to difmount 
telling him, that was his Horfe, and if he did not 
immediately deliver it, he ihould charge him with 

the Robbery, the otner began to D ?n and fwear 

there was nothing but Thieves and Highwaymen 
upon the Road ; however, he gave the old Man 
his Horfe and walked home on Foot, to the Axe 
£nn, in Aider:* anbury , he being Chamber lain, his 
Name was Thomafon, who in a fhort 'I'ime after 
had mv Life in his Power, as I Hull foon relate ; 

I direflly proceeded from hence to my Lodging on 
the Chace, where 1 (pent that Night and the next 
rvvo Days in Boozing and Carouiing with my 
Acquaintance, a pretty many by that Time 1 had 
there, the third Day in the Morning, I fent for the 
Xews-Papers, wherein I found my Mare advertifed 
with a full Defer iption of her I put the News- 
Papers in my Pocket, fuddled my Mare and came 
for Finchley Common, in order to rob, and exchange 
my Nagg with the hrlt Man ‘I Met, nnd (hould 
like his ; when 1 enme within 500 Yards as near 
as I can gneis of the Place I cook the Mare and 
rob’d the Mm, I to my APonilhment l was feiz’d 
by him and three more befoie 1 faw them ; the 
iirlt Salutition i met with was a Knock on the 
Head, which brought me to the Ground, when 
being furrounded by a Mob before 1 could recover, 

I was forced to fubmit ; they immediately upon 
fcarching me, found a Brace of loaded Piftols, Powder 
and Bullets, a Silver Watch and fome Money, I 
was dir&ly earned before a MagiPrate, who com- 
mitted me to Newgate, but upon my requeuing him, 
to return me my Money, he readily did, having my 
Watch (which was never own’d) and PiHols in the 
Cullody of the Conllable, a Perfon who liv’d 
about Finchly, and in Oclober SeHion?, 1740. I was 
Tryed at the old Bailey for the laid Offence, when 
by the Favournbienefs, of my tnen Profecutor, in 
rot Swearing I was the Man who rob’d him, altho 1 
I was taken upon the Mare lie lop, and I am vveil 
. ffmni he could, had he been inclinable :o it ; I had 
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nothing to fay in my own Defence, but that I found 
the Mure turn’d up in the Road, and feeing the Ad- 
vercifement which 1 then had about me, was bringing 
her Home, and as that was the firP Time of ray be- 
ing call’d before a Couitof Julhce, my Rather and 
Neighbours at Stratford, appeiied in mv Behalf, tho’ 

I hid my Landlady and four more from Enfield - 
Chace , to have fwoie if there had been a Neceffity 
that I was at j-cr Houfe the Time the Robbery was 
committed, bui: as I was not pofitively fwore to be 
the Man, 1 was uifeharged without il.eir Afifif- 
tance. 

Bekig thus happily deliver’d, to the great joy of 
my Father, and leernlngly of all my Acquaintance 
and Neighbours at Stratford, I was by them prevailed 
upon to return Home to my Wife and Family at 
Stratford, which I thought was the leap Return of 
Gratitude I could make them, after (hewing their 
Friendlhip in ferving me. 

The very Day I was difeharged I accompanied my 
Neighbours to Stratford , where for caat Night \vc 
were very merry, they all hoping my narrow Efcape 
would be a Warning to me (or tne future. 1 on my 
Part, promiled to return to my Wife, and by my 
more than ordinary Diligence for the Time to come, 
to repair not only my Reputation, but my Circum- 
ffances ; when we parted they went to their feparnte 
Homes, I to mine to my Wife, who was that Day 
Churched. The next Day 1 examin’d how M uters 
Pood in the Shop and Book, wnich I found if pofu- 
b!c, in a worfe Condition than when I left tnem, 
by her lying in, and JVilliam Taylor the Man who 
managed Bulinefs, ncgle&ing it in coming after me 
to Newgate, this I thought a poor ProfpeCt, to per- 
form my Promifcs in retrieving my Reputation and 
CircumPances. i examin’d the faid Taylor, if there 
were were any good Debts, which might be imme- 
diately collected, he repiy’d not one as he knew of ; 
how to aft in this Cafe / knew not, whether to Hand 
my Ground, or turn out again on tne Road, when I 
refolved vvith niyfelf to come to London , and pur- 
chafe a Brace of feccnd Hard Piliols, which when / 
had done, / thought /could have gone an Evening 
and robb’d betwixt my Houfe and the Forelt, and 
return Home unfufpetited, which I did for about a 
Fortnight, in which l ime I had got and laved about 
30/. this I had a Thought of laying out in a Stock 
of Leather, &c. when confulting with the faid 
iniliam Taylor what was moll wanting, and telling 
him what Sum I had to lay out, he freely told me 
how / came by it, and inftead of advifeing me for the 
bell as an honeft Man, he repiy’d, what ligmfies that 
Sum, lets go with you and make it ten Times as 
much, and then think of buying Leather. 

This was no fooner by him propofea, than by me 
accepted, I well knowing from his former Scene of 
Life in Smuggl ng, that I could have no properer 
Perfon for a Companion ; he and i came di really to 
London, where we equipt ourfelves with what was 
wanting and neccffury for Gentlemen of our Profef- 
fion, as we then Piled ourfelves ; chat Night we re- 
turn'd Home to Stratford without doing any Thing; 
the next Day I and my Man, as he infilled I ftjould 
call him, not only from being the Manager of my 
Bufiriefs in the Shoemaking Way t but from my Ex- 
perience and Seniority in our new Profdlion. Going 
as far as Rum ford, &c, with an Intent, as it was my 
fixed Maxim, to Bop cue firll Man we met on Horie- 
back, rob and dilmount him, till we were both 
mounted, then Pop and rob both Coaches and Horfc- 
men, till weearne near Home, and then turn up our 
Horles, 

The Sweets and Benefits nnfino from this new Pro- 
n-.v Man Jl'i/l fern :o d, (or he J of- 
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ten fay when he had taken any Thing of a Booty, is 
not this better than Shoemaking Mailer ? In this auda- 
cious Manner did we continue both Night and Morn- 
ing, to ilop moil or all the Stage-Coaches, &c. on 
that Road, of which one Capt. Mawley, who had 
been before robb’d Was appriz’d, he coming that 
Road in the Colchejler Stage-Coach, had provided 
himfelf with Fire Arms, and conceal’d himfelf in the 
Bdket behind the faid Coach, in Expe&ation of our 
meeting ’em as ufual, My Man Will and I had been 
out .about two Hours before the Colchejler Coach 
came by, in which Time we had Hop’d and robb’d 
feveral that pa fled and repaired, of whom we could 
get no Horfes, and knowing the faid Coach was a 
coming, we agreed to take two Horfes which were 
at Grafs in a Field joining to the Road, having two 
Bridles, and one Saddle concealed in a Hedge near the 
Field, but before we could catch the laid Horfes, or 
either of them, we heard the Coach coming, when we 
left the Horfes and ran to meet it, and juft at Gal- 
tows Great we flopp'd it, 1 giving the Word of Com- 
mand to Hop, IP ill on the other Side demanding their 
Money, which he had no fooner done, than Capt. 
HI a iv ley in the Bafket behind fhot him thro’ the Head, 
upon which he dropp’d, which / feeing ran dire&ly 
towards the Captain in the Bafket, who faluted me 
with a Brace of Balls from a Piitol, which took me 
tliredly upon the right Shoulder, in which Hand my 
pillol was, 1 being at fome Diftance, the Balls did 
not penetrate che Skin, only knocked me backwards, 
and numm’d it for the prefent; notwithftanding which 
1 took up my Pillol in my left Hand, lan to the 
Captain, and would have fhot him, but my Pillol 
milled Fire, by the Dirt getting in the Pan by the 
Fall ; however / robb’d him of about 19 /. all in Sil- 
ver, though / underftand he denies looting any Thing; 
however 1 declare it to be true, and as loon as / had 
done, I bid the Coachman drive on, which he did as 
fall as poflible. 

/looked at my Man Will % and faw he was juft ex- 
piring, he had then abeut 7 /. in his Pocket, which 
we had taken that Mornirg and the over Night, and 
which / wanted to have taken from him, but the 
Mob coming, / jump'd over a Gate, and croffed the 
Fields towards Upton ; but before / got there, it came 
in my Head to return Home, and as it was very early 
in the Morning, to go to Bed to prevent a Sufpi 
cion of my being concern’d with my Man Will Tay- 
lor. 

./had not crofTed two Fields before / heard a Thou- 
fand People were aiaimed with Will's being fhot, and 
that I mull certainly be the Man who was with him, 
and was efcaped ; however 1 ventured fo near the 
Place as the other Side of the Hedge, where the Mob 
was gather’d, and carrying Will out of the Road. 1 
had it Hill in my Head to go Home and to Bed, but 
fome of the Mob called out, let’s go and fearch Cook's 
Lodging?, at which faying, / thought it the moft 
prudent Way to make of, which / did to the Sign of 
the L and C— at N G — , 

Here /fecreted myfelf about three Days, in which 
Time /lived in fo extravagant a manner, as to fpend 
5 /. by which I was well efteem’d there, and might 
have been feemed to this Day had / Money fuffici- 
ent to have maintain'd me in the fame Manner. Here 
/fent for my Brother-in-law S — , and defired 
be would go to Stratford, and enquire how Mat- 
ters Hood there ; he readily comply’d, and at his 
Return told me, the Jullice had been fo good as to 
let my Man Will be buried, in as decent a manner as 
the Money he had in his Pocket when fhot would ad- 
mit off ; and that there was Warrants againit me, 


and /ihould certainly be taken if 1 went rear 
ford. 

/promifed him / would not, but on the contrary 
go to Sea, at which he was fetmingly vvrll pickled, 

and faid, he would go to Dod'ior V in London, 

and try to get me fome Money as he ow’d me, about 
25 /. whicii /had lent him when living at Stratford, 
my Brother uied his Endeavours b*c to no Pm- 
pofe. 

Whilft / wns here it came in my Head to go hi 
Purfuir of the Conftable who hau got my Watcu ami 
Pillols, fince the Time of my being taken, who / had 
fuch a Spite and Hatred againit, that / was determi- 
ned if ever / met him to have his Life ; but Provi- 
dence diredled to the contrary, for / never could hear 
what was become of him. 

Going to Sea 1 thought a Hirdfhip, efpecially for 
a Gentleman as I then thought / was enmuled to by* 
my Profeflion, and therefore relolved to continue as- 
fuch, and revenge the Death of my poor Man Will , 
for whom / had a very great Regard and Eftceni, not 
only from his Valour and Courage in the Profeffion of 
a Gentleman Collector, but for his civil Behaviour 
and good Nature, and had he not depended fo much 
upon his Strength, his Reign might have been 
longer. 

When upon the Road, he inftead of clapping a Pif- 
tol to a Man's B;eaft, would often take a Man by 
the Collar, and once as he ilopt a Gentleman’s Ser- 
vant near Burnt wood upon his RcfdUncj feeing no Pif- 
tol, they both tumbled from their Horfes into a great 
Ditch, / ftood looking on fome Time, till the Gen- 
tleman’s Servant was too many for Will , /came up 
and prefented a Pdlol, which foon cn Jed ihe Dilpute, 
from whom ue took a B.;fkct, wherein was a Pound 
or thereabouts ofHyfon Tea, Sugar and Plumbs, &c. 
and feveral Pounds of Starch, tins was a Prefent for n 
Lady, as feveral other Things had been before, that 
/ had robb’d People of, all which fhe was thankful 
for, and willing to take, had there been a thoufaixi 
Times as much, notwithftanding Jhc well knew how 
/came by them. 

Thu, to revenge the Death of try poor Man Will, 
/provided myfeif with a good Nag, &c. went down 
to Rumjord , in hopes of he. ring there who was the 
Perfon that was in the Bafket ana fhot Will, but could 
hear no further, than it was one Capt. Maw ley of 
Colchejler. 1 was at the Inn all Night when the 
whole Talk was about me, nothing but Cook W39 their 
Subject throughout the whole Houfe. 

The next Morning feveral fetting out from that Inn 
for London , who had lain there, and at private Houfes 
in the Town, among whom was a Gentleman / had 
a great Sufpicion was my bitter Enemy, Maw ley. I 
let the Coach go on about half an Hour, / then call’d 
for my Horfc, after paying my Reckoning, the Land- 
lord bidding me a good Morning, and a /ale arrival 
in Town, hoping 1 fhould efcape che noted Cook and 
his Gang, I thanked him and let out after my prey, 
the Stage-Coach, wherein was gone the very Anti- 
dote of my Soul ; / purfued with a Resolution, not 
only to fhuot the Man /fufpetfed, but for a certainty 
all in the Coach, when / carne up with them, my 
Soul was fo full of Envy, Hatred and Malice sgainft 
him, that / fcarce could bid the Coachman iiop with- 
out blowing his Brains out ; when /came to the Door 
of the Coach, / demanded which was Cipt. Maur* 
ley , who had fhot my Companion, and endcuvom'd 
the fame to me, / told them, they who were not He, 
had better difeover which he was, otherwile I would 
dellroy them all ; when a beautiful young Lady w ho 
vvai in the Conch, fell upon her Knees, imploring 
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mv Mercy, and protefting he wr.s not there, as did 
all the reft the f.im e ; this tnit..nily excited my Com- 
p ftion, and moved me to Pity. As J alwavs had, 
and profeiild a great \ eneration ior t:.? Fair -Sex, I 
put up my lhitol, defiring the Gentlemen to be< 4 peedy 
in givmg me t leir Money, Sfo whien they did to the 
amount of above 30/. all J demanded of tne Fair- 
one, was a kind Salute, u hieh fhe re.aiily complied 
vvitn, with wnidi I rook my Leave, telling the Gen- 
tlemen if Capt. Mancltj was amongil them, for him 
r.ever to venture out without Anns, f »r tnat I was 
reioived tho’ at the Lofs of my o.vn Lire, to have 

hi , and h r that end, as w ell as to be revenged 

on fo me others, i went to London , fent for two old 
Companions in \ ice, and Iniquity from Stratford \ 
who hid before wanted me to admit them into my 
Company ; the\ no fooner receiv’d my MefTage, 
tfc-n tuey complied therewith, they having eacn an 
Acquaintance in London, who were hearty, Uout Fel- 
lows, and would be glad to he admitted of the So- 
cietv , wnich i readily confected to ; they being fhort 
of Money, propofed going a Street robbing, till they 
had raifed a Bank 1 u fHcien t to equip tuein for tr»e 
Road ; this 1 rejected, as leing General demo, and 
Laving die Command over them, by’ Seniority, and 
Eledhon, after a fhort Debate, it was mv Reflation 
to take die Road, which we all din, I h .ving no 
Horfe no mere than tney, Lipping Ton eft being tne 
PI ce appointed, as I knew* Imfe or i.ot.nng of any 
other Ro. d, except Finchley , about London, ..nd beg 
that all the injured Part of the Woi d who h-.ve been 
robb'd on any otiier round London, w di bel.eve the 
fame; when I declaie upon the W01J5 of a dying 
Man, it’s Truth. 

From hence 1 went to U'oohurn in Btdfo> djhire, 
Between which Place and Bedford T'cwn in the Road 
I was ovtrtaken by a Countryman well mounted, the 
Bridle of whofe Horfe i laid hold of, prefen ted a Pif- 
tol to him, demanded him to difmount and deliver 
his Money ; he with a great Stick he had in his Hand 
ftruck at me, which Bow I received with my Arm, 
at which i gave the Bridle a S. arch, which brought 
my Countryman down, not* itn..*ndi»ig winch he 
refilled and had once like to have fnatcn’d my Pillol 
out of my Hand, but finding I wasreiolute and {wear- 
ing I wou’d fhoor him, iie furrendtr’d both Money 
and Horfe, winch was to the amount of about 50/. 
but beg’d hard ro have his Horfe agon, which was 
the principal Thing ! wanted, fo i mounted and 
road off telling the Countryman to fue tiie County, 
which I heard and faw in the News-Papers he 
did. 

From hence, J w r ent to Birmingham, where I put 
up at the Swan inn, having about 4 o l. an I liking 
the Town I was deter min'd toffy there fame 1 irr.e ; 
in a few Days I fold my Horfe for 10 Guineas tho’ 
he was worth more, and never lhould have defired a 
better for my BJir.efs. 

Here I took a Lodging, at a Publick Houfe, hav- 
ing a Liking to my Landiord, who was a merry Com- 
panion, he and I talking about Trade and Bunnefs, 
thereby understanding I was a Shoemaker, he laid, 
Mr. Stevens, (I then going by that Name) there is a 
Shop to be let over the Way, w'hich will do for your 
Purpofe ; the next Day t took it and laid out moft of 
my Money in Stocking it, and my Room, which 
when I had done, I was at a Lofs for a Houfe-keeper, 
but that Piece of Furniture as well as any other I was 
foon provided with, whofe Name was ioon changed 
by all that knew ner, from that of Molly Barrett , to 
that of Mrs. Stevens. Here I had a fair Profped of 
doing well, and w'?.s encouraged and efteemed by all 
who knew me in ti e Town, tut 1 asd my new Wife 
tcS 
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as I then called her, minded the Gaiety and Pleafures 
of Life, in going ft ori Place to Place to fee Horfe - 
racing and other Diverfons, more than Bufinefs, ’till 
I had run and raced away not onl) m> ready Morev, 
but my Stock in Trade, which put ire in Mind of the 
old Saying, IV hat is got over the Devil's Back, is 
fpent under his Belly ; and r.ow to deceive the Woild 
m repairing my Circum fiances to prevent any Sofpi- 
cion of my being a Highwayman ? f toI<j my Spoufe 
Mrs. Barrett , and the reft of my Acquaintance, that 
I had an old rich Aunt who liv’d in Here for djbii e, 
and allow’d me fometimes a Hundred Pounds a Year, 
and fometimes more, which I received Quarterly this 
every Body believ’d, 1 told of it. 1 thereupon pre- 
pared for my Journey, as rhey thought, to Here- 
for djhire , to my pretended Aunt, leaving Mrs. Molly 
my Houfe-keeper in Care of t ie Snop, telling her, f 
Ihoujd return in a Fort- night or 3 Weeks ; tram hence 
to Northampton , 1 went in the Stage Coach, intend- 
ing to \ iftt my Lucky Count)' of Bedford ‘.gain, [ 
ftay’d here 2 Days in Hopes of meeting with an Op- 
portunity to repleniih my empty Pocket?, when I was 
informed moft of the Londcn Dealers went the other 
Way, that is through Dun Church , with t. at, J fet 
out lor the fume PLce, where both Roads come into 
the main Chefier Road ; heie i Hop’d a Man, /ebb’d 
him of 16/. and took his Horfe, which was a vciy 
good one, with which Booty I thought to return to 
Birmingham , but being overtaken tint Nighr, by a 
Manchefter Dealer, at the Horfejboe- Inn, at Da in try, 
who was going in the Counti y to buy Goods, we go- 
ing both to the lame Inn, fupp’d together of a bor’d 
Rabbit imother’d with Onions and a roaued Fowl, af- 
ter Supper, we drank two or three Bowls of Punch, 
a Bottle of Wine and fmoak’d feveral Pipes of To- 
bacco, I knowing who mult fmoke for it the next 
Day, I ufed all the Ar.s and Means I polfb.) could 
to iound the Depth of his Pockers, which he was 
too ciofe to let me that Night ; the rext Morning we 
break' failed together, (.is 1 had told fom the^over 
Night I would accompany him to Liverpool in Lan- 
cajtiire) let forward for Coventry , where at the White 
Bear we din’d, it being the Poil-Houie, as that was 
a fAed Rule with me to do, fur the Benefit of the 
News-Papers. Here alter Dinner we refrelhed our- 
lelves witii a Bottle of Wine, and fmoakej a Pipe ’til 
it was near 3 0 kftock in the afternoon, whilii we w'as 
a drinking our Bottle after Dinner, I told my Fellow 
Traveller, it was a dangerous Road we had to p .fs 
that Evening* and thereiore thought it very advifea- 
ble to conceal our Money in oui Boots orfoine otiier 
fecure Piace ; he at firll refufed, but upon feeing me 
put my Purle down my Boot, he drew out his B e, 
which revived my drooping Spirits, my with u,,s 
granted to a few Miles riding for Opportunity. He 
anlwer’d and I will put mine down mv Side-poci er, 
which he did; about 3 as I faid before, we let for- 
ward intending to go that N.ght to Litchfield, we 
rode very lovingly ’till we can>e to a Pi<.ce caked 
Cookkovjs • Corner , which parts the Roads ; ..ere I 
told my Companion I was at my Journe) 's End, tel- 
ling him he mull draw to his Side pocket direttiy tor 
there was no Time to difpure, his Anfwer was J le. lly 
thought as much, and fuipetted it from the hrft Hour 
I Came into your Company, I took his B. g wheiem 
was contain’d (befides fome Silver in his Pocffer, w.nch 
I left him. to carry hirn to his Journey’s Ena,) tr-e 
Sum of 35 Guineas, befides his Watch, vvh cn I took, 
difrnoumed inm and turn’d up his Horle ; 1 lhou d 
have taken him but thought my own bcrc.T, liom 
hence 1 had not above y Miles to Birmingham, where 
I went th 3 t Night ; my I iouie- keeper was Unprized 
to fee me returned fo foon, as was nW of my Ac- 
5 quama.nc.f 
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quaintance; believing every Thing I had related a- 
bout my Aunt was true ; with this Cafh, I reftock'd 
my Shop, which by that Time look'd naked, and 
paid what Debts I had contra&ed in the Town, 
which put me in the good Efteem of all who knew 
me there, foon after I fold my Horfe for 6 L after 
this, I contra&ed a Friendfhip with one Mr. Infal> 
who was very Friendly, and told me when ever I 
wanted a Horfe to ride out, he had one at my Ser- 
vice ; accordingly, I made bold with a Mare of his 
the next Time I wanted to make a Vifit to my pre- 
tended Aunt, leaving mine to ride when Occafion 
offer’d, for which I inuft now pay no lefs a Ranfome 
than my Life. 

This myfo fpeedy leaving of Birmingham the fe- 
cond Time, was in fome Meafure owing to a London 
Dealer, who was there, enquiring who I was, and 
how long I had been there, which I did not greatly 
like. From whence I croffed the Country for Lon- 
don, juft as Fancy led me, picking up what I could 
towards defraying travelling Charges, till I met Mr. 
Zachary , as he related on my Trial, (for the Parti- 
culars whereof I refer to the fame) whofe Teftimony, 
as I am a dying Man, I declare to be true and juft in 
every Particular. 

Being thus near Stratford , and finding myfelf well 
mounted, I was determined to ride through the 1 own, 
which 1 did, feeing feveral that I knew, and who 
knew me, to many of whom I fpoke, as they did to 
me. At Night I returned to my Lodging, the C — 
and L-, where I fent for my Brother S — , who 
was not then at Home. 

The next Morning I went to his his Houfe, but 
not loon enough to catch him at Home. I favv my 
Siller, his Wife, with whom I talked, and defired her 

to fend her Hufband to me at the C and L — , 

when he came in : She thereupon gave me to under- 
Rand, that fomebody had given Information of my 
reforting to that Houfe when about London , and ad- 
vifed me to leave it, which I accordingly did, and 
by her Dire&ions went to one S ■■ , a Relation of 

her Hufband’s, who keeps the Sign of the Badger at 
Mims Wafh, where I was kindly received, upon let- 
ting them know who I was, and making ufe of their 
Names. Here I continued from Thurfday to Sunday 

for my Brother-indaw S ’s coming, which he 

then did; after fome Talk, I told him that I had 
five Watches, which I begged he v/ould take and fe- 
cure for me. He then refufed them, but told me if 
I would come on Tucfday , and fend for him in the 
Neighbourhood, he would take them. When he 
was for going Home, I ordered my Horfe to be got 
Teady to accompany him, which I did as far as Finch • 
■ley-Common, where we parted, and whilft we were a 
talking, a fingle Horfe Chaife palled us for London , 
with two Men in it, which as foon as we had parted 
I purfu’d, and about the Red Lyon on llighgate Hill 
I overtook them, which being near the Houfes, I 
defifted from flopping them there, but followed them 
thro' the Town and Turnpike, till they came within 
a Hundred Yards of Whitt ingt 0/2’5-Stone. 

I rode by them, and gave them the Meeting and 
Word of Command, which they were fo far from 
complying with, that they whipt my Horfe, and 
would have forced me into the Ditch ; they kept 
whipping their own Horfe, and went at a great Rate, 
notwithstanding which 1 got up with them a fecond 
Time, when I told them I certainly would blow 
the Brains of both of them out, if they made any 
further RcTiftance, which they not regarding, J fired 
and fhot one through the Arm with a Brace of Balls, 
and would have ferved the other the fame, had they 
?ioi drove up to an Alehoufe in the Road, the Sign 
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of Old Mother Red Cap and alarmed the People of 
the Houfe by making a great Noife. 

Thus difappointed of my Booty, (which I was in. 
form’d after was about 50 I . ) I return'd to i-ny Lodg- 
ings at Mims , and ftaid there till ten a Clock on 
Monday , then went for St. Alban s and came to 
London that Night by the Carravan, leavirg nr/ 
Piftols as well as my Horfe at Mims Wafh, which 
was never before done by me to leave my Piftols. 

On Monday Night the 17th of July , i lay at the 
Bell Inn in IVeft-Smithfidd , and on Fuefd^y Morning 
the 28th, according to my Proinife, i went to meet 

my Brother-in-Law S , about iny five Watches ; 

and the Reafon of my going down Cheapfede from 
Smithfidd to Norton- Folgate , was, that I repented 
leaving my Piftols at Mims , and thought to have 
bought a Brace behind the Royal Exchange , which T 
fhould have done, had the People of the Shop been 

up. 

When I came to Mr. Taylor's , the Sign of the 
Wife Man of Gotham , I called for a Pint of Ale, and 
wrote a Letter to my Brother-in-Law S ' 1 — ■ , that 
I was there according to Appointment, and called 
a Porter and fent it to him, when Martha Underwood 
who formerly knew me at Stratford , faw me pafs 
by Bow Church in Cheaffide , who dodg'd and fix- 
ed me at theabovefaid Mr. Taylor's , fhe immediate- 
ly acquainted Haines the Conftabie therewith, who 
with Affiftarcc came and feiz’d me, and upon fearch- 
ing me took my five Watches and 9 1 . odd Money 
from me, and carried me before Juftice Chandler, 
who upon my being proved to be Cook the Strat- 
ford Shoemaker, by fome out of that Town, and 
Mr. Zacban fwearing to his Watch, I was com- 
mitted to Newgate, which had been my old Lodg- 
ing, about eleven Months ago, for five Weeks. 

This I declare upon the Words of a dying Man, 
to be the Truth and Subftance of my Life, as near 
as I can, through my Infirmity of Body, fince my 
Conviftion, recoiled!. 

The following Letter was fent by Mary Barret, at 
Birmingham, to Cook, *viz, 

4 H I S is t© let you know that I receiv’d your 

* Letter with lome Satisfaction, and am glad to 
4 hear that you are in good Health, and had Pleafure 
4 in your Journey, for that is more than I have had 

* at Home ever fince you went, till now as I receiv’d 

* your Letter, for I thought that Pens, Ink and Paper 

* was very hard to find, and your Hands and your 
( Thought was very much confin’d, that you could 
1 not write before, tho 1 I did excufe the firft Polf 
4 day with a great deal of Uneafmefs, for I was very 

1 forry to think that I was forc’d to write to you,> 

* firft upon fuch an Account as I did, the very Day 
4 after you fet out ; I wrote to you to let you know 
4 the Report and Scandal that was raifed on you 

* when you was gone, for fome faid you [had ftoi<£ 

* a Horfe, and rode away with him, and got a Han- 

* ger. and a Brace of Piftob, and was turn’d High- 
‘ wayman, and durft not come no more to Birming • 

4 ham ; it was beft known to yourfelf, how that 

* was, but I think you have got a very fine Cliarac • 

* ter, by your going in fuch a filly Manner ; by your 

* Writing, you ha\e not receiv'd the Letter, and if 
‘ >ou have not, I defire you will go to Mr. Wilfozt , 

4 at Mr. Ward's, in Salijbury -Court, at the Black - 

* Lyon , where you was to take that Letter for my 
‘ Mother, and they will give it you, I could tell no 
4 other Way to write to you then, and not hearing 
4 from you fo long after promis’d, I was afraid that 
4 you was under Confinement, for you waspromifed 

* verv 
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* very fair for it by Mr. Infal : I am very glad to 
4 hear that your four leg’d Horfe carried you eafy to 
4 your Journey's End ; you bid me be a good Girl 
‘ and mind Shop, till you come Home ; I told you 
4 when you went, that 1 would as well as I could, 
c and what I promife if I can, I will perform till you 
s return, which I hope will not be long before you 
4 do, for you mull think it is very lonefome, for to 
‘ have the Shop open from Morning till Night, ard 
4 nobody in it bur myfelf, accept my Mother, and 

* that you may think is but little concerning you, 

* and you laid yourThoughts was always on me, but 
4 I believe I have thought as much on you as you 

* could on me, for my Uneafinefs has been fo great 

* that I could not avoid it, but I hope you will think 
4 of me and thele Letters, and return as foon as poT 
4 hblc you cm, for I am fure that it will be more to 
4 your Profit and my Satisfaction, to have you here, 

4 and I hope that your next Letter will let me know 
4 how long it will be before you return. 1 have ne- 

(The 1 


* ver been at Mrs. Cotton's but twice fince you went, 
4 for who could think of its being nothing clfe but a 
c parcel of falfc Reports from the firll beginning of 
‘ it. My Father and Mother both join in Love to 
4 you, and long to have yo’u’ at Home, that you 
6 may convince the World. All Friends defire to be 
‘ remembred to you ; let me know if you will have 
‘ the Room kept till you come agon, for Nurfe wont 
let it to nobody while you are away, unless (he hears 
‘ from you or me. 

So no more at prefent from your loving and 
Jincere Friend till Death , 

Mary Barra t. 

Pray let me hear from you the next Poll after you 
receive this, and I will make myfelfas eafy as I can 
till I fee you again ; pray excufe my Writing, for I 
never wrote fo much to any one before. 

July 1 8 ’74t. 

N B 1 hope this will be a Companion for the 
Handkerchief. 

: N d. ) 
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Malefactors Names. 


A 

A DAMS Richard 
Addifon Jack 
Avery Capt. [Pirate] 
Avery [Highwayman] 

Aullin Thomas 

B 

B.ufon James 
Baynes Andrew 
Beane Sawney 
Lew Wi'liam 
Bird Jack 
Blake jofeph 
Bonnet Major Stede 
Bonnet Edward 
Bonny Anne 

Bracey Edward and Joan 
Buckley Timothy 
Bunce Stephen 
Burn worth Edward 

e 

Cadv William 
Chambers Arthur 


Churchill Deborah 
*66 Clare Zachary 

376 Colct (alias Cole) John 
143 Collings Jack 

263 Coftington John 
315 Cox Thomas 

Cunningham Sawney 
<32 Cut-purfe Moll, fee Frith 

377 I> 

jr Davis Capt. Howel 

JH Denville Sir Goflelin 
141 Dickfon Chriftophcr 
272 Dorbel Thoma* 

43 Douglas Sawney 
323 Dudley Capt. Richard 
169 Dun Thorrus 
316 Du Vail Claude 
204 K 

247 Elb'y William 
332 England Capt. Edward 
Evans Capt. Evan 
21 3 F 

57 FalftafF Sir Johi) 


209 

39 * 

416 


337 

306 


79 

296 


J71 

64 

330 

393 

310 

33 

126 


100 
1 5 > 


50 

Filcwood 


I N D E X. 


File wood James 
Flemming Patrick 
Fletcher Simon 
Foulkes Rev. Mr. Robert 
G 

Garret Tom 
German Princefs 
Gettings William 
Golden Farmer 
Goodwin Jack 
Gow Capt. John 
H 

Flail Jack 
Harris Nan 
Harwood Jocclin 
Hawkins John 
Hayes Catherine 
Hereford Nan 
Flind Capt. James 
Hinton Edward 
Holland Anne 
Holloway Will 
Hood Robin 
Houflart Lewis 
Hughes Dick 
Hutchins Harvey 
I 

Jack alias Jacques Colonel 
Jaen Capt. John 
Jones Tom 
Jones Moll 

K 

~Kee!e Richard y * 
Kelfey Thomas 
L 

.low ward 
Low Dick 
Lowthcr George 
M 

Malcolm Sarah 
Marfli Thomas 
Martel Captain 
Maw William 
Morgan Capt. Henry 
Morris Dick 

~~ N 
Novifon W'illism 
O 

Obrian Patrick 
Ogden Will 



379 Old Mob 39 


308 

Ovet jack 

211 

307 

P 


411 

Price John 

R 

39 ^ 

401 

I\ 

Raby Moll 

*77 

237 

Rackam Capt. John 

16; 

279 

Read Mary 

\t? 

29 

Roberts Capt. Bartholomew 

180 

99 

Roche Capt. Philip 

356 

35 8 

Rumbold Thomas 

c 

1 1 1 

7 S Z 

J 

Savage Thomas 

2 1 8 

318 

Seager George 

323 

4 i 7 

Sharp Thomas 

320 

3 8 5 

Shepherd John 

274 

404 

Shrimpton Jack 

328 

.372 

Spriggs Captain 

354 

121 

Stafford Capt. Philip 

20 

545 

Stevens alias Cook, John 

421 

95 

Strodtman Harman 

4*5 

263 

Sympfon Jonathan 

299 

69 

Sympfon Nell 

3*5 

283 

T 


2?4 

Talbot Rev. John, his Murder 

235 

256 

Taylor Thomas 

302 


Teach Capt. Edward 

. * 5 ° 

220 

Tracey Walter 

86 

308 

Tnppuck John 

383 

292 

Turner Col. John 

• 4«3 

3 ^ 

V 


Vane Capt. Charles 

163 

339 

Upton John ' ^ 

Urarz Capt. Chriftopher /vvwV^ 

A <7 3 6 ' 

337 

381 

363 

Walton Richard 

/ 

419 


W altkam-BIacks 

268 

349 

W ard William 

381 

W'aters Tom 

243 

393 

W r eavcr Brigllock 

359 

3 4 

Wells Nicholas 

261 

*43 

Whitney 

231 

i6d 

Wicks Ned 

37a 

1 

Wild Jonathan 

285 

96 

Withers Jack 

2 ;8 

Witheringron Thomas 

102 

138 

Witherington Jack 

303 

Worley Captain 

34? 

34 * 

3*9 

Wynne Thomas 

216 
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